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Cover: Guests watch an aerial demonstration by the Blue Impulse during
the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni's 45th Friendship Day at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, May 5, 2024. Photo by Cpl. Isaac Orozco

Back Cover: Guests take photos of an aerial demonstration during Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni's 45th Friendship Day at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan,
May 5, 2024. Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz

for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,
to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles

and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may
not always reflect the official views or
opinions of the U.S. government or the
U.S. Department of Defense.
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A U.S. Marine Corps F-35B Lightning Il aircraft assigned to Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA)
242, Marine Aircraft Group 12, approaches the sound barrier. Photo by Sgt. Raymond Tong
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Attack Squadron (VMFA) .242, Marine Aircraft Group 12. Photo by Cpl. Calah Thompson
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard Rusnok, the commanding officer of Marine Corps Air

Station Iwakuni, and Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Rear Adm. Takuhiro Hiragi, the
commanding officer of Fleet Air Wing 31, welcome Larry Compton, a parachutist with Team
Fastrax, and Matt Harvey, a parachutist with Team Fastrax, after an exhibition parachuting
performance.. Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz
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U.S. Navy Lt. Matthew Bahm

: v Advanced m
with Airborne Command & Control Squadron (VAW) 125, pose for a photo with a
Photo by Cpl. Calah Thompson
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arine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni

hosted the 45th Japan Maritime Self Defense
Force (JMSDF)/MCAS Iwakuni Friendship Day, May
5, 2024. Approximately 113,000 visitors attended
Friendship Day and enjoyed the airshow, static
displays, and other events.

Since 1973, MCAS Iwakuni has conducted a
single-day air show and open house to foster positive
relationships between the air station and its Japanese
hosts, offering a culturally enriching experience that
displays the mutual support the U.S.- Japan alliance.
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U.S. Marine Corps Captain Glenn Grant, a rotary wing aircraft pilot assigned to Marine Light
Attack Helicopter Squadron (HMLA) 369, currently assigned to 1st Marine Aircraft Wing,
poses for a photo with guests. Photo by Lance Cpl. Rylan Adcock
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Whiskey Papa shakes hands with guests. Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, June 25, 2024.
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A member of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force attempts to avoid opposing players during a
rugby match between the U.S. service members and JMSDF members at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, June 25, 2024.

June 25, 2024.
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U.S. Marines, Sailors and Members of JMSDF
Compete in a Rugby Match at MCAS Iwakuni

.S. Marines, Sailors, and Japan Maritime Self

Defense Force (JMSDF) members from across
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan,
participated in a flag rugby tournament, June 25,
2024. The rugby match was held as a way to bring U.S.
and JMSDF members from MCAS Iwakuni together to
build camaraderie through friendly competition.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Dahkareo Pritchett
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Kortez McElroy, left, an administrative specialist with
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, attempts to
evade Cpl. Julian Purdin, right, a combat engineer with Marine Wing Support Squadron 171,
Marine Aircraft Group 12, during a rugby scrimmage at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, June 25, 2024.

2024 Fall

Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force members at MCAS Iwakuni, J.a;.)an, June 25, 2024.
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KBEBES, KBERE, BABFEFRELIREET US. Marines, Sailors, and Japanese Government Officials Visit Iwo To
B5EFMZERICL S EREEIIGEERE to Observe Carrier Air Wing 5 Field Carrier Landing Practice

9 WA Pifia LR, S O HARBURES apanese officials from the Ministry of Foreign
%75 KBS [T 24 3 O K S B 1 Affairs, the Ministry of Defense, the Yamaguchi
T EBARTHEEH (MLOMEEE NS HIH s B2 3h N 2R Prefectural Government, Iwakuni City, and Yanai City

S5ZERHiTZE M (CVW-5) IC K B 2 REE MR (FCLP) 72 i g along with U.S. Marines, Sailors, and Master Labor
BT A SO OS2 5N 72 FCLPI, 22 RS Contract employees from Marine Corps Air Station
FEE IS SEnT - T E N A RZHADA TR T 22 R i (MCAS) Iwakuni visited Iwo To to observe Carrier Air
HRDIRN 72 TEHROERIGEWVIREETY 2L —F 95 Wing (CVW) 5 conduct field carrier landing practice
Al CH %, . (FCLP) as well as visit historical sites from the battle
GRTE T2 FYa— FHE of Iwo Jima, May 9, 2024. FCLP is required flight

training that precedes carrier landing operations
and simulates, as near as practicable, the conditions

TSR LA, encountered during carrier landing operations.

history of lwo T
ph N%y 9, 202_- Photos by Staff Sgt. Devin J. Andrews

as "Iwo Jima." "Iwo To" is used here as the Japan

Note: "loto" is the official name of the 1sland also known F
Maritime Self Defense Force air base on Ioto is "Iwo T0." L

7 2024 FK 2024 Fall 8
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U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Jaelyn Canova, rlght an lnvé'!mo:y.management specialist with Combat Loglstlcs.Company 36, Combat
a child during an Owl Park Inclusive Day community relations event at the
Atagoyama Fukuro Park, also known as the Atago OME‘,'Iwakum,J;pan, May 26, 2024.

ay (7 'C\ﬁhl]l,t?ﬂt&:)l—/:\—Ih?ﬁsiﬁﬂﬂllﬂiﬂﬁi!mcm e

Logistics Regiment 37, plays cornh

; . 3 ‘_!
U 'S"Navy Engrnerﬂ!ﬂ'!'ndt' ass Mchael Iiadel-lgﬁt An eng'neer w"?h' Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps
" Air Station lwakuni, plays frisbee with a child during an Owl Park Inclusive Day community relations event at the Atagoyama

Fukuro Park, also known as the Atago Owl Park, Iwakuni, Japan, May 26, 2024.
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Fun in the Sun:

MCAS Iwakuni Volunteers Support an Inclusive Event fgliExceptional Children

olunteers from Marine

Corps Air Station Iwakuni
participated in the Owl Park
Inclusive Day community relations
event at the Atago Owl Park, May
26, 2024. The event provided MCAS
Iwakuni volunteers an opportunity
to connect with the local community
and offered a safe environment for
children with special needs to enjoy
a day at the park with U.S. service

members and others.
Photos by Sgt. Phuchung Nguyen
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A child meets Sparky the official mascot of the National Fire Protection Association, during an Owl Park Inc e
relatlons event at the Atagoyama Fukuro Park,jlsc'known as the Atago Owl Park, Iwakuni, Japan, May 26, 2024
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Chlldren play W|than animatronic fire truck fro : mergency Serwces during an
Owl Park Inclusive Day community relations event at the Atagoyama Fukuro Park also known as the Atago Owl Park, lwakuni,
Japan, May 26, 2024.
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THROWBACK TO TORIl TELLER

September 3, 1962 Vol. 7, No. 48

Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at MCAS
Iwakuni from the 1950’ to 2005.
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U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Gen. David Maxwell, the commanding general of Marine Corps
Installations Command, expresses his gratitude to Master Labor Contract firefighters before
an award ceremony at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, June 10, 2024.

U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Gen. David Maxwell, the commanding general of Marine Corps
Installations Command, shakes hands with a firefighter during an award ceremony at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, June 10, 2024.
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MCICOM Commanding General
Awards MLC First Responders at
MCAS Iwakuni

.S. Marine Corps Maj. Gen. David Maxwell,

the commanding general of Marine Corps
Installations Command, and Sgt. Maj. Jason
Hammock, the sergeant major of MCICOM, present the
MCICOM lifesaving award to Master Labor Contract
firefighters during an award ceremony at Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, June 10, 2024.

Eight firefighters with MCAS Iwakuni Fire and
Emergency Services and two Naval Family Branch
Clinic Iwakuni personnel were awarded for life-saving
actions during a medical emergency where they
performed cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and
used an automated external defibrillator (AED). The
actions of the first responders directly contributed to
the patient surviving the incident.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Dahkareo Pritchett
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2>/ (MCICC :
U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Gen. David Maxwell, the commanding general of Marine Corps
Installations Command, speaks with a firefighter during an award ceremony at Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, June 10, 2024.

In.st.allatlons ommand, and Sgt. Maj. Jason Hammock, right, the sergeant major of MCICOM,
present the MCICOM lifesaving award to Master Labor Contract firefighters during an award
ceremony at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, June 10, 2024.
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U.S. Navy Aviation Support Equipment Technician Second Class Patrice Brooks with Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Department (AIMD) lwakuni, poses for a
picture at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 16, 2024. Photo by Cpl. Isaac Orozco
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Faces of IWAKUNI:
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ervice members have a unique bond

with each other, a characteristic of a
brotherhood, tribe, or family. They work, eat,
and live amongst each other, and over time,
they eventually see each other evolve into more
capable leaders. The new service members
in need of guidance will eventually find
themselves as leaders that are in the position
of fostering a sense of unity and collective
responsibility amongst the unit. They will hold
a responsibility to look after others, emphasize
the bonds that hold the unit together as one,
and have a moral and ethical duty to ensure
the wellbeing of others.

Service members have continued to expand
existing programs to prepare one another for
adversities they may face in the future such
as addiction, depression, and isolation. One of
these service members is U.S. Navy Aviation
Support Equipment Technician Second
Class (AS2) Patrice Brooks with Aircraft
Intermediate Maintenance Department
(AIMD), Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni.

AS2 Patrice Brooks was born and raised
in Jamaica but moved to New York at the
age of 12. After graduating high school,

Brooks enlisted in the Navy in August 2018.
She initially enlisted because of the unique
opportunities to travel and the educational
benefits it would offer, but over time she
realized that there was a more underlying
reason for why she decided to enlist.

“Over the years, I have come to realize I had
a sense of duty and service to our community
and country,” explained Brooks. “That was the
ultimate driving force.”

After graduating from basic training at Naval
Station Great Lakes, Illinois, Brooks attended
the Naval Air Technical Training Center in
Pensacola, Florida. She then reported to her
first duty station at Fleet Readiness Center
Northwest, Whidbey Island, Washington.

After completing her first reenlistment, she
got orders to AIMD, Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, where she currently works as the AIMD
command career counselor, president of Coalition
of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions
(CSADD) at MCAS Iwakuni, a sexual assault
prevention response (SAPR) victim advocate and
a pregnancy and parenthood coordinator.

While serving as command career counselor,
Brooks has personally mentored many junior
Sailors. She assists them in preparing for Navy
advancement exams while also helping them
to grow both personally and professionally.
Because of her help, many Sailors would often
contact Brooks and express their gratitude.
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“The Navy advancement exam results were
released and three Sailors who I mentored
from my previous command called to inform
me that they had passed the exam and
advanced to the next rank,” Brooks said. “For
me, this was one of the best moments of my
career as they took many pieces of my advice to
heart and acted upon what I had taught them.
On that same day, Sailors from my present
command came up to me personally to thank
me for encouraging them and providing them
with information and study material that
helped them pass the exam in the end.”

Brook's sphere of influence also impacts on
her coworkers at AIMD who take notice of her
work on and off work hours.

“She one hundred percent makes our jobs
and lives easier,” said Aviation Maintenance
Administrationman 1st Class Etienne Thomas,
the admin Lead Petty Officer at AIMD Iwakuni.
“She's always available because she stays late
and comes in early and dedicates all her time
to people in her command and community.
Whether she’s counseling Sailors or organizing
group-oriented activities for everyone after
work hours, the impact she has not only for this
command, but the base is huge.”

Brooks’s pattern of helping those in need of
assistance doesn't just stop at counseling Sailors
in her office however, as she would rejuvenate
the CSADD program she had previously been
introduced to at her schoolhouse.

She had volunteered to be the schoolhouse
representative for the program previously, but
admittedly, Brooks did not completely realize
the impact of the program despite volunteering
with it.

“I was new to the Navy, so I was not aware
of the full meaning and what the program
actually stood for,” Brooks said. “I would go to
meetings and then relay information back to
the Sailors and Marines at the schoolhouse. At
AIMD, I realized that CSADD was one of the
organizations here that junior Sailors could be
actively engaged in. The organization was a
bit dormant, so I spoke to my leadership who
encouraged my decision to breathe new life
into the program within the command. I was
appointed the president, and I encouraged a
few other Sailors to join the club. We started
inserting ourselves in the command and in our
community.”
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“CSADD is geared towards junior service
members who are on their initial enlistment
who may be having difficulties adjusting in
a new environment and away from family
members,” said Brooks. “The majority of the
time, keeping occupied or leading an active
lifestyle will prevent someone from acting
impulsively and prevent negative mistakes.”

One of the activities CSADD uses to keep
service members occupied is planning events
for everyone to participate in such as a garage
cleanup.

“One thing we do every month is organize
a garage cleanup during which we gather
everyone who wants to participate and
fill up several large bags of rubbish, and
heavy materials that were discarded” said
Brooks "The most satisfying aspect of this is
witnessing the results of all our labor, that
being a clean public space for everyone and
being acknowledged for our efforts by the
leadership of MCAS Iwakuni.”

Members of CSADD strive to foster a culture
of wise decision-making and to be valuable
contributors to the community. Brooks has
participated firsthand in helping her fellow
service members however menial.

“The program helps to prevent detrimental
decisions that could impact the individual,
their peers, their command and the community
which they serve,” Brooks said. "For instance,
members are encouraged to reach out to
their peers if they are drinking and in need
of transportation. I have personally shuttled
service members who have been drinking and
needed to get items from the commissary or
wanted to get food to eat off base. Not doing it
for any payments or rewards, but because I am
devoted to helping my shipmates.”

For Brooks and her fellow CSADD members,
continuously serving the community is driven
by a sense of service which prompted her to
join in the first place. Supporting each other,
finding ways to help others to succeed, and
adopting a more positive look on life is a
victory all on its own.
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Brooks explains that CSADD exists to provide
military members of all branches with the
best prevention and intervention tools possible
to deal with the issues of drinking, reckless
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U.S. Navy Aviation Electronics Technician Second Class Alexander Gomez (left),

a California native, and Aviation Support Equipment Technician Second Class
Patrice Brooks (right), a native of Jamaica, with Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance
Department (AIMD) Iwakuni, collect trash during a volunteer event at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 25, 2024. Photo by Cpl. Isaac Orozco

Do akunt. o driving, and other destructive decisions.
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Dana led as a president the lwakuni Spouse |
Club in 2023-2024, organizing fundraisers.
Under her leadership, the club raised
$12,000, enabling them to award their first
entrepreneur grant. Additionally, Dana
facilitated the awarding of a community
grant, Youth Enrichment Scholarships, and

$7,500 in spouse & student scholarships.
Photo by Lance Cpl. Dahkareo Pritchett

Mrs. Dana Schelegle poses for a photo with
Col. Richard Rusnok, right, and Sgt. Maj. Jody
Armentrout, left, following the April 2024
Impact lwakuni award presentation, at MCAS
Iwakuni, May 31, 2024.

Mrs. Dana Schelegle, center, poses for a
photo with her hudsband, LtCol. Dustin
Schelegle, right, following the April 2024
Impact lwakuni award presentation, at MCAS
Iwakuni, May 31, 2024.

IMPACT IW.

The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those who contribute to our community and improve the livelihood of

dependents, contractors, and service members alike and aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.

R FLEA
MRS. BORA KIM

20244558

2024 MAY

R FLEAISEHNICEEEMRNDOEFR
TRV TAT7%L, REFBPH—IVAAT N
FRAFT7V—T10T DZEELTWD, i
DFHDFNANRY M EHEL, REE DD
ICZDBRFEERICESILTWVS Ffe %k
ENBESZTLELY I OI—T1 X —FEFELN
FERICEFRDMY—TvIEZITRND LS
ICBHTVS,
BH.Z1Z>- 7 avoER

68258, EEEMTYF v— RS2/ vokik
() D'52024E5 801V INT kA9 =548
5EhBRT -+ L%A,

m=a W M
68258, EEEHT024E5AD Ik
A= S REPRASE—HEICERE
BITSLB RS -+ LA (BRE),

2024 FX

(&

Bora Kim regularly volunteers at the schools
on MCAS Iwakuni, helping the teachers, as well
as helping with the local girl scouts and with
youth cheerleading. She hosts extracurricular
events for students and takes photos for
parents. She also helps coordinate gifts for
teachers and makes sure that students have a
memory book at the end of the year.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Rylan Adcock
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Mrs. Bora Kim, left, receives the May 2024
Impact Iwakuni award from Col. Richard
Rusnok, right, at MCAS lwakuni, Jun. 25, 2024.

- N
Mrs. Bora Kim, center-left, poses for a photo
with her family and friends, following
the May 2024 Impact Iwakuni award
presentation, at MCAS Iwakuni, Jun. 25, 2024.
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Lopez works closely with both the USO and
MCAS Iwakuni community to increase morale
for both single/unaccompanied service
members and military families by organizing
special events such as birthdays, meet and
greets, and fun activities to ensure everyone
feels supported during their time in Iwakuni.
Photos by Lance Cpl. David Getz
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Mrs. Kate Lopez, left, poses for a photo with Col.
Richard Rusnok, right, following the June 2024
Impact Iwakuni award presentation, at MCAS
Iwakuni, Jul. 24, 2024.

Mrs. Kate Lopez, center, poses for a photo
with her friends following the June 2024
Impact lwakuni award presentation, at
MCAS Iwakuni, Jul. 24, 2024.
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Sgt. Jose R. Sanchez, right, a food service specialist with Headquarters & Headquarters Squadron,
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Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, explains how equipment is inspected at the Flight Line Mess Hall
to Mike Johnston, a member of the National Restaurant Association Education Foundation, MCAS

Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 29, 2024.
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Marines from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni pose for a photo after being announced as the winners
of the Best Management and Mess Attendant Mess Hall award, at Chicago lllinois, May 17, 2024.
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THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE:

HOW MCAS IWAKUNTI'S FLIGHT LINE MESS HALL BECAME ONE OF THE BEST MESS HALLS IN THE MARINE CORPS
Stories and photos by Sgt. Randall Whiteman

how halls are a cornerstone

within every military
installation. At Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, the Flight
Line Mess Hall has set a shining
example of culinary excellence by
earning the Maj. Gen. William
Pendleton Thompson (W.P.T.) Hill
Memorial Award for food service
excellence as the 2024 “Best
Management and Mess Attendant
Mess Hall in the Marine Corps” on
May 9, 2024.

The W.P.T. Hill Memorial
Awards program serves as the
highest achievement in food
service excellence for food service
specialists and mess halls in
the Marine Corps, and awards
are presented by the National
Restaurant Association Educational
Foundation, a nonprofit arm of the
National Restaurant Association. In
collaboration with the Commandant
of the Marine Corps, the NRAEF
annually presents these awards to
recognize outstanding food service
operations within the Marine Corps.

The process of being selected
for this award began with the
semiannual Marine Corps
Installations Pacific-Marine Corps
Base Butler technical inspection of
MCAS Iwakuni mess halls. During
these inspections the mess halls
are graded on multiple categories,
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U.S. Marine Corps Master Gunnery Sgt. Brett Marks, left, the food
services staff non-commissioned officer in charge for Marine Corps

Installations Command, and Mike Johnston, a member of the National
Restaurant Association Education Foundation, review information
about the Flight Line Mess Hall at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Jan. 29, 2024.
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such as administration, food safety,
sanitation, and food preparation.
Once the Iwakuni mess halls have
received their MCIPAC-MCBB
technical inspection score, the mess
hall with the highest score is then
nominated by the Iwakuni Base
Food Service, who oversee all mess
halls on MCAS Iwakuni, to compete
with other mess halls around the
Marine Corps for the W.P.T. Awards
for food service excellence.

After the Flight Line Mess
Hall was chosen as the W.P.T. Hill
Awards nominee for MCIPAC,
U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col David
Hunley, the director of food services
for Marine Corps Installations
Command, Master Gunnery Sgt.
Brett Marks, the food services staff
non-commissioned officer in charge
for Marine Corps Installations
Command, and Mike Johnston
from the NRAEF scrutinized
various aspects of its operations
and procedures, including safety,
sanitation, and adherence to
food service fundamentals.
Administrative and managerial
protocols were thoroughly reviewed,
alongside meticulous inspections of
storage facilities and observation
of food preparation by the Marines
and the master labor contract
employees of the mess hall.

“It wasn't until we were lining
up to go to the main stage to receive
our trophy, and then you hear over
the big speaker, ‘Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni Flight Line Mess
Hall, Best Management and Mess
Attendant Mess Hall in the Marine
Corps.’ I think that's when all the
feelings set in,” said U.S. Marine
Corps Sgt. Jose Sanchez, a food
service specialist with Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron, MCAS
Iwakuni and the previous manager
for the Flight Line Mess Hall. “A
mixture of pride, happiness, and also
a kind of relief. Like, OK, we won.
Now we can put it behind us. Let's
focus on the next [year’s award].”

The main aspect that the
Marines and master labor
contractor employees take pride
in at the Flight Line Mess Hall is
their unwavering commitment to
the job, embracing their roles with
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a deep sense of pride and purpose.

“The biggest thing is that it
doesn't really matter what rank
you are if you have the ability to
care for what you're doing and have
some sort of commitment to what
you're doing.” said Sanchez.

This way of thinking perfectly
captures Flight Line Mess Hall’s
commitment to fostering a culture of
excellence and unity in all they do.

“The relationship that we
have with our patrons is pretty
significant to us and we take pride
in it,” said Sanchez. “So, at the end
of the day, that's all we really want.
All the awards and everything else,
that just comes with it.”

Beyond the accolades, the Flight
Line Mess Hall's achievement has
far-reaching implications; they serve
as the benchmark for excellence
within the Marine Corps, and
other installations are encouraged
to emulate their practices. This
recognition not only validates their
efforts but also inspires continuous
improvement and innovation within
the Marine Corps community.

The Marine Corps is currently
establishing a new mess hall
facility at Marine Corps Base Camp
Blaz in Guam and is using the
Flight Line Mess Hall at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni as
the reference point to ensure the
transfer of the best practices.

“They actually came over here from
Guam to see how we do operations
and kind of mirror what we do here
in order to bring success to the Guam
mess hall,” said Sgt. Sanchez.

The Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni Flight Line Mess Hall's
recognition in being selected as a
winner of the W.P.T. Hill Memorial
Awards represents the pinnacle of
culinary achievement within the
United States Marine Corps. It is a
testament to the power of teamwork,
dedication, and an unwavering
pursuit of excellence. Their success
serves as an inspiration to all
service members, reminding them
that greatness can be achieved
through passion, perseverance, and
a shared commitment to upholding
the highest standards in every
aspect of their duties.
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