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JAPAN'S STATE MINISTER OF DEFENSE MAKOTO ONIKI TOURS MCAS IWAKUNI
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Japan's State Minister of Defense Makoto Oniki visited Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, February 26, 2024, and spoke with key American and
Japanese leadership to better understand the air station's operations,
capabilities, and how the U.S. and Japan work together in Iwakuni to

promote a free and open Indo-Pacific. Photo by Cpl. Peter Rawlins
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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued
by Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,

for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,

to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles

and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may
not always reflect the official views or
opinions of the U.S. government or the
U.S. Department of Defense.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Abraham Gonzales, a military working dog handler with
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, hides a ball
during a combined MWD training at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, March 14, 2024.
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mé'gelf'Defense Force sallors a'ndj-hroshlma Polke Department memb‘érs stand'
ir wor ﬁ dogs during a combined military working dog training at Marine Corps

Alrs;?t%ﬁ'lwaku i, Japan, March 14, 2024.

he Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni military

working dog team conducted combined training
with Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force working dog
handlers from Kure and the Hiroshima Police Department
to strengthen the relationship between the air station and
Japanese counterparts, building bilateral proficiencies.

The training event provided hands-on experience for .

military working dogs to identify improvised explosive e e — ﬂr. —
devices while giving U.S. and Japan working dog o
handlers the opportunity to work together.
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Photos by Lance Cpl David Getz

____

EiEK. DAIFF—, -
i i i ini i i A Hiroshima Police Department member kneels W|th his working dog during a combined

381 ;eEL KBEFEEMZEEM TITONARERRIIRRICRRENZHA T2/ LBEBRD

A Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force working dog identifies a training explosive during a
combined MWD training at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 14, 2024. military working dog training at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 14, 2024.
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Maintenance Detachment Iwakuni, play slippe
ral exchange event in lwakuni, Japan, Marc|

.S. Sailors with the Aircraft

Intermediate Maintenance
Detachment (AIMD) Iwakuni
participated in a cultural games
event with Iwakuni locals at the Plat
ABC Iwakuni Cultural Exchange
Center on March 2, 2024.

Participants split up into teams

and competed in an Iwakuni-themed
quiz, a game of telephone using
English and Japanese phrases, and
slipper table tennis, a tradition born
in Yamaguchi Prefecture. Events like
this help cross language barriers and
strengthen the relationship between

U.S. service members and the local
community of Iwakuni. ‘
T BBV RDEBERSEEMZE GV Pl iy

Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Detachment Iwaku
uizh_uring a cultural exchange event in Iwakuni, Jap

Photos by Lance Cpl. Colin Thibault
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The Fruits of our Friendship:
2024 Mikan Ceremony

2024 Summer

amaguchi Prefectural

Agricultural Cooperative
Association members, leadership
from Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, the principals of Matthew
C. Perry Primary School and
Iwakuni Intermediate School, and
student representatives participated
in the 2024 Mikan Presentation at
MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 6, 2024.

This annual ceremony allows

Suo-Oshima farmers and
distributors to give students
mikans, a winter seasonal fruit
and symbol of the island, to show
appreciation and strengthen
the relationship between the
communities.

Photos by Sgt. Phuchung Nguyen
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w C. Perry Primary School gives a
wa, the vice director of Hirojirushi
uni Branch.

JVDETRE, 5

w C. Perry Primary School givéé a
gift to Tomoshi Nakazawa, the vice director of Hirojirushi
Hiroshima Seika’s Iwakuni Branch.
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THROWBACK TO TORIl TELLER

August 4, 1989 Vol. 34, No. 31

Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at MCAS
Iwakuni from the 1950’ to 2005.

slipuay fire sfolion,

CE3 Tim Reggers chips excess concrete frum o o sl ﬁj the necr

heir uniforms say
F U5, Mavy, bul don’t
make the mistake of
| calling them gailors, or

they might get Mgehtin®
mad. They wear green uniforms,
steel-toad boots and hardhats,
Put "em on o desolate island in

 the middke of the ocean, with no

outside help, with enemy lire
raining down upon them and
they'll build a runway, or anyth-
ing elae the Marines meed.. ..

ey call themselves the Sea-
bees, "W build, we light,” is
their motto. The name Seaboes
came [rom the lelters CH, short
for construction battalion.
Formid in WWIL the US. Naval
Mohile Construction Battnlions
became legendary by building
and fighting their way across the
Pacific with the United States
Marines.

Today, the Air Station is being
nzsisted by the efforts of the
Iwakuni Detail of U.S, Naval Ma-
bile Construction Battalion Four,
homeported at Port Hueneme,
Calif, Twenty-One Seabees, un-
der the supervison af Det, 4 OIC,
UTC Jeflrey Laurent, are cur-
rently using their unique skills to
build construction projects here.

The detail, from NMCB-4, re
phced the detail from Nhtl;:'l!--ﬁ
Fely. 2. They'll be here about
nine months, which iz normal
rotation time for members of a
Seabwre unit, While they"re here
they work at least six-days-per
week from 6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
mast days.

Their mission is construction
and training in support of the
Air Station. The Seabees of
NMCB-4 recently finished the
new VTOL pad and taxiway
near the runway. Laurent told
the story [rom the Seabess’
point of view. “This was a major
concrote projct and extremoly
il;md l.num:m{ for our troaps,

lthowugh these Seabees were
already familiar with concrete
placement, it really developed
teamwork skills, due to the size
sl' the concrete placements we

i

“This projct wis started by
NMCB-5 and lnished by us.
This exemplifies the concept
that we are one naval construc-

Lo farcie; there 15 no compali-
tion between Seabee battalions,
because we work as one large
tenm. We nre nble to complete
any project started, even if one
detail ug Seabees must be re-
placed by another in combat,”

Other projects Tor MMCB-4

Tanvie beven the recently-completad

Cragh, Fire and Rescue Divsion
vehicle shelter, 8 100-meter side-
walk near the SNCO club, and
the new Slipway Fire Station
currently under construction,
Seabees work outside in the
heat. Seabees work outside in

the rain and cold. Seabees have
weapons and they know how to
use thom so they can work in
combat, One might wonder why
they atay with it, when their
skills could be sold fairly casily
on the civilian job market.

“I love it,” Laurent, a 17-year
veteran said, "It couldn’t be
better, Cur orgrniztion is
unigue. No other unil is like the

&. A consiruction battalion
15 sell-sulficient. We can deploy
as a unit by ourselves. We can
protect ourselves with our own
weapons systems, which is where
the matto, “We build, We fight,
comes from,. We can d.ﬁ:h:y any-
where, build anything, any time.
W tnke our own logistical,

Seabees huild anything, anywhere, anytime needs arise

medical, und admm:nu'atime

support with us*

T'gu Seabees hore are officed in
Building 277, the old Air Station
brig. It has no air conditioning
mnd gots mgliwhty hutan bl-l;::uma
mer, on't min A
mclal’:;'l}ettmn are out in the hot
sun working hard, They don't

make a fuss or complamn, Some
Seabee battalions leave impres-
sions of their unit's logo in the
concrelt projpcts they complete,
but NMCB-4 does not.

BU1 David Runger, assistant
OIC, explained why. "Our batia-
Lo does ol sign our work. All
we wanl is [or people 1o know
that we left quality work behindﬁ'

Story aml photos by
Sgt. Chuck Luoto

“We build...
We fight™

BUCNK David Parks cuts pdyuraod which will be used to build concrete
Sorms on the new fire station.

BUCN Dawid Parlks bends over nails on

used Blocks o prevend injuries.

BUCA Steven Toohey
Sills @ bucket with
conerete at the
Slipway firefouse,
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UiSiMarinese A o8 frorn Marine Corps Air Sta
cleanup at Yuu Beach, Iwakunqwgmh

AG-12), 512

7AN—FYER(

B ZE G TR SERERERIZATL
'BEE)ETLAT VUM —ZREHEA).
U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Joshua Robertson, left, and Pfc. Brayden Ritenour, both
intelligence surveillance reconnaissance systems engineers with Marine Aviation Logistics
Squadron 12, Marine Aircraft Group 12, participate in a beach cleanup at Yuu Beach, Iwakuni,
Japan, March 19, 2024.
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" 38196 EETHEFHOHRRA AR CEREERICEMT 5. KERMEEMEEHOERHEL

BEL,
U.S. Marines and Sailors from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni participate in a beach
cleanup at Yuu Beach, Iwakuni, Japan, March 19, 2024.
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U.S. Marines and Sailors from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni pose for a group photo after
participating in a beach cleanup at Yuu Beach, lwakuni, Japan, March 19, 2024.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Pablo Almaraz, 2 3
eadquarters and Headquarters Squadron, M ps Air Stat "
exas, plcks*l& durlng a beach clean a

Marines And Sailors from MCAS Iwakuni Participate in a Beach Cleanup

.S. Marines and Sailors from Marine Corps Air

Station Iwakuni participated in a beach cleanup
at Yuu Beach, Iwakuni, Japan, March 19, 2024, that was
coordinated by the Single Marine Program and Marine
Corps Community Services Iwakuni as a way to give back
and build stronger relationships with the community.

This beach clean up was a part of the SMP’s Days

of Service which is a week of activities that Marines
participate in to make a positive impact on the
installations and to strengthen their personal and
professional development. Volunteer opportunities
available range from assisting with local food banks to

supporting military families in need.
Photos by Cpl. Calah Thompson

U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Ramon Irizarry, an aviation maintenance data specialist with Marine
Aviation Logistics Squadron 12, Marine Aircraft Group 12, loads trash onto a bus after
participating in a beach cleanup at Yuu Beach, Iwakuni, Japan, March 19, 2024.

2024 Summer

38198, EEHAFE OBRALE TCOBEFERICSMNT 5. BESMZER (1st MAW) . 55128
ERITARK (MAG-12) ﬁIZﬁf&ﬁﬁEﬁﬂé‘FH (MALS-12) | {ESRESRERVRATLIVIZTD
JIAAT VAT VYRR, ¥ r
U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Jacob Jorgenson, an intelligence surveillance reconnaissance
systems engineer with Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, picks up trash
during a beach cleanup at Yuu Beach, Iwakuni, Japan, March 19, 2024.

[ . = = - - = s
3A198. EETHAFHOMAAE COBFERICENMP, CHEEsHDE12BERITAB
(MAG-12). 5512 EMZEMHAREB (MALS-12)  BEIRR(ERFE DTN\ Y - Ry RER.
U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Evalyn Hoppe, a mobile facility technician with Marine Aviation
Logistics Squadron 12, Marine Aircraft Group 12, picks up trash during a beach cleanup at
Yuu Beach, Iwakuni, Japan, March 19, 2024.
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DeinglWhat You Love:

Nicole Colburn
Art Teacher

Story by Cpl. Peter Rawlins

of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) art teacher
oks around her classroom at Marine Corps Air
. Photo by Cpl. Peter Rawlins
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Every three years the bittersweet ritual

of packing your bags unfolds once more,
ushering you into yet another cycle of beginnings,
each departure marking a fresh chapter in the
ongoing saga of reinvention and adaptation.

Nicole Colburn, an art teacher at Iwakuni
Intermediate School and MC Perry Primary
School, experienced these events first hand
while growing up. Having a father in the
U.S. Navy provided unique opportunities
and experiences and exposed her to things
such as traveling and being able to work for
organizations that support military families
like the Department of Defense Education
Activity (DoDEA). DoDEA’s mission is to
educate, engage, and empower military-
connected students to succeed in a dynamic
world, and there’s no better example of an
educator who does just that than Colburn.

Colburn was born in Shirley, Massachusetts,
and along the way lived in Maine, Maryland,
Spain, California, Turkey, Bahrain and now
Japan. With Colburn’s father being in the
Navy, her mother worked as a teacher at local
schools at each of their new three year homes.
Being constantly on the move, only a few
things stay the same for Colburn: her family
and being able to exercise her creativity. This
childhood lifestyle set the stage for what she
now loves to do most in life: travel and see
beautiful art all over the world while exercising
her own creativity.

As an adult, Colburn earned her bachelor's
degrees in Art History and Art Education from
the University of Maryland. She now gets to
travel the world and teach art to students
from various countries, moving to new places
every few years. Since becoming an art teacher
for DoDEA, Colburn has taught thousands
of students and been able to experience the
culture of various countries first-hand through
their unique art and histories.

Despite having moved countless times
both as a child and adult, Colburn’s most
recent transition was especially difficult after
leaving her cherished five-year residence in
Bahrain — where she truly felt at home — to
living in Japan, where she has had to adapt in
numerous ways to the culture and many other
different aspects of everyday life.

“I was picked up (at the airport) by my sponsor
(principal), and it was raining. Everything was
gray and I just cried,” Colburn explained.

Adjusting to a new environment can be
challenging in the beginning, particularly
when confronted with the unfamiliarity of
living in a different foreign country, even
though it's the fifth time. Despite this, Colburn
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eventually started adjusting to Japan by going
to flee markets and small stores and galleries
around MCAS Iwakuni and throughout Japan,
immersing herself in the local community.

Her love of travelling and seeing local art
and history hasn’t dwindled since being in
Japan. Just as in the other places she has
lived, Colburn has invested much time and
attention in exploring the unique art and
culture that Japan offers.

“She has promoted art to our students in her
instruction, not so much as we're just going
to draw, but [mentors the students about]
the history and the art philosophy behind the
projects they do,” said Dr. Hoai-My Winder,
the principal of Iwakuni Intermediate School.
“I've taken a lot of classes to show people a
lot more contemporary artists,” said Colburn.
Introducing people to art experiences that
might be overlooked by others, exploring
museums, or checking out art from various
time periods plays a crucial role. It helps
people see and understand the creative process
more tangibly, offering a fresh perspective on
art that some might take for granted. It's all
about broadening their horizons and sparking
creativity in their minds.

In addition to teaching and supporting her
students, Colburn spends a lot of time planning
and enriching the art programs for students at
MCAS Iwakuni. She makes sure to highlight
all students at MCAS Iwakuni, giving these
young minds a unique chance to share their art
with the world.

“Colburn likes to teach the students all the
basics from the beginning, to establish a good
foundation, so the students don't build bad
habits,” said Winder. It shows how much she
cares about creating a lively art community at
MCAS Iwakuni.

As part of that lively art community,
Colburn is dedicated to creating lessons
that resonate with her students' interests,
ensuring each session is uniquely tailored to
their individual needs. Her approach involves
applying curriculum elements that captivate
and engage students, while creating a dynamic
and personalized learning experience.

“I like seeing where you can take alternate
paths, seeing the kids branch off,” stated
Colburn about the creativity of her students.
“Academic success, isn't the end-all-be-all.”

Furthermore, Colburn often goes the extra
mile by using her days off to help with the
White House art presentation. The White
House art presentation is where students all
over MCAS Iwakuni had the chance to have
their art displayed in the White House. She
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reached out to other art teachers at the local
schools and gathered their students' artwork
for a competition. Particularly, some of those
students have awards and a select few have
even had their art hung up in the White
House. It demonstrates Colburn's dedication
to promoting art and giving students a chance
to show the world what they can do. Colburn
has taught art for more than 25 years now and
continues to do so because it's her passion.
She aspires to share her passion with not only
her students but with everyone she meets.
She might not be a traditional art teacher, but
that’s what makes her stand out above the
rest: her love for everything about art — its
history, the culture it shares, and the creativity
that it allows people to express.

“I just want others to love art as much as I
do,” said Colburn.
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Sheryl lgman organized the Holiday Calls for
Cookies event for over 150 people. In spite of
shipping delays, she improvised by supplying
her own decorations from home to ensure

the event was the best that she could make

it. Sheryl also completed a 40 hour class to
become a certified infant massager so that she

can provide more support to our community.
Photos by Lance Cpl. Dahkareo Pritchett

=" =
U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard Rusnok,
middle, and Sgt. Maj. Jody Armentrout, right,
present the January 2024 Impact lwakuni
award to Sheryl Igmen, Feb. 15, 2024.

Sheryl Igmen, center left, and her family
pose for a photo following the January 2024
Impact Iwakuni award presentation, at MCAS
lwakuni, Feb. 15, 2024.

IMP

CT IWAKUNI

The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those who contribute to our community and improve the livelihood of

dependents, contractors, and service members alike and aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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Sgt Gentry with MAG-12 and LT Brodd, a
licensed clinical psychologist at the BHC,
coordinated together and led the first
Suicide Prevention and Awareness Walk at
MCAS Iwakuni, helping improve awareness
and utilization of mental health resources
across the base.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Dahkareo Pritchett

U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Courtney Gentry,
left, and U.S. Navy Lt. Irene Brodd, center
left, are presented the February 2024
Impact lwakuni award, at MCAS Iwakuni,
March 12, 2024.

U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Courtney Gentry, left,
and U.S. Navy Lt. Irene Brodd, right, received
their February 2024 Impact Iwakuni award
at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, March 12, 2024.
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Cpl Moutsinga has served as the Marine
Aircraft Group 12 Single Marine Program
representative for over 17 months and
consistently demonstrates strong character
and work ethic. She has also displayed her
positive attitude and competitive spirit on
the kickball field as a team player for over
five seasons with the Spouse Iwakuni Area
Kickball Association.

Photo by Cpl. Calah Thompson

Cpl. Cyrielle Moutsinga, center, poses for a photo
with Col. Richard Rusnok, right, and Sgt. Maj.
Jody Armentrout, left, following the March 2024
Impact Iwakuni award presentation, at MCAS
Iwakuni, Apr. 24, 2024.

2024 Impact lwakuni award presentation, at
MCAS Iwakuni, Apr. 24, 2024.
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HARD HATS, HARDER WORKERS: THE DEDICATION OF SEABEES

mong the many different

esidents of Marine Corps
Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni exists
service members from various parts
of the armed forces. They all work
together with the same goal in mind,
to improve the air station every day.
It is not uncommon to spot Marines
working diligently on aircraft,
Sailors going to and from the Branch
Health Clinic, Soldiers working
with animals at the Veterinary
Treatment Facility, or Airmen
providing communication support
to the base. Like a wildlife safari,
a tour through MCAS Iwakuni is
sure to lead to sightings of all kinds
of military uniforms. One group of
Sailors, however, have a particular
embellishment that subtly sets them
apart from the crowd. These Sailors
sport a unique logo of a “Fighting
Bee" sewn on their left breast
pocket, and underneath it lies the
word “Seabees.”

The renowned Seabees have
been deployed globally in every
theater of the world since their
inception in 1942 with the objective
of building roads, bridges, bunkers,
airfields, facilities, disaster recovery
operations, and more. These
engineers of the Naval Construction
Force (NCF) got their name from
the letters “C.B.,” the initials of
their designation as “Construction
Battalions,” and the U.S. Navy
Seabees with the facilities
department of Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron (H&HS),
MCAS Iwakuni, continue to uphold
that storied name. They have been
constantly building, maintaining,
and supporting station projects that
are essential to the mission of the
air station.

“No matter what, we get the job
done here,” says U.S. Navy Seaman
Apprentice (SA) Jyvan Marquez-
Fontanez, a Seabee with H&HS,
MCAS Iwakuni. “A lot of people are
not able to do the jobs we do.”

Day-to-day, you'll find the Seabees
of Iwakuni helping with small
scale tasks such as installing TVs
to something much larger in scope
like airfield damage repair (ADR)
missions. The MCAS Iwakuni
Seabees are also in a distinctive
position to work with both Marines

2024 Summer

Stories and photos by Lance Cpl. Colin Thibault

and Japanese personnel on a

daily basis to expand their field of
expertise. With the high expectations
of a long legacy to live up to, Seabees
continually work to construct, repair,
or otherwise complete whatever is
needed with minimum delay.

U.S. Navy Builder 2nd Class
(BU2) Andrew Busken, the
assistant work center supervisor
and airfield damage repair
lead noncommissioned officer
coordinator, highlights the
adaptability and versatility of the
Seabees at MCAS Iwakuni as one
of the critical features of their unit.

They continuously assist tenant
commands with daily projects or
coordinate training exercises like
“Active Shield” or “Cobra Gold” for
the air station.

“Before Marine Wing Support
Squadron (MWSS) 171 went to Cobra
Gold, we let them use some of our
tools for some on-the-job training,”
said Busken. “I said, ‘We’ll lend you
these tools but let my guys come up
there and assist you in laying blocks.’
In doing this, we were able to get
Sailors like Marquez-Fontanez and

Continued on Page 22, "SEABEES"
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a few others out there and help them
with their overall mission.”

The job orders for the MCAS
Iwakuni Seabees fluctuate
sporadically between calm and
chaotic, but their main goal is to be
ready to build anything at a moment's
notice if they are required to.

“Of course, some days we're
busier than others,” said Busken.
“For instance, we could be
installing TVs for a flight simulator
and then when we get closer to
exercises such as Active Shield,
[where] we’ll be setting up and
building the exercises while making
sure the other tenant commands
we're working for are in good
status. All of this is happening
while we are ensuring that our
repair times will be within the
desired time that we're supposed to
have all of it done.”

Being stationed in Japan,
the Seabees have the special
opportunity to work with Japanese
master labor contractors (MLCs)
who are proficient in their trade
and can share decades of knowledge
with the service members working
alongside them, and vice versa.

“We have a very unique
experience to work with the
MLC's,” said Busken. “They’re very
knowledgeable, hardworking, and
have a lot of passion for their work.
When we work together the hardest
thing is the language barrier, but
luckily their foreman can translate,
or we can just point at things to get
a good grasp of figuring things out.”

Despite facing challenges such as
language barriers and adapting to
different construction techniques,
the Seabees persist in their
dedication to their craft. Through
collaborating with and learning
from MLCs, they continually hone
their skills and capabilities.

Other opportunities for
collaboration stem from the Seabees
of MCAS Iwakuni playing a crucial
role in airfield damage repair.
They’ve coordinated with various
units for ADR, including MWSS-17
1, other Seabees that are deployed
to MCAS Iwakuni on a rotational
basis, and, perhaps most notably,
the Japan Ground Self-Defense
Force (JGSDF) and Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force (JMSDF).
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“Since I got here, there really
wasn’t a huge airfield damage
repair program,” explains Busken.
“Then our facilities officer,
Commander Hansen, found out
that I came from my last command
and did ADR, so we kind of really
got this program up and running.”

The recently implemented
airfield damage repair program has
given the MCAS Iwakuni Seabees
more training opportunities with
other units to expand not only their
knowledge, but preparedness.

“For instance, for this current
ADR, we coordinated with the
Marines on base with MWSS-171,
JGSDF, and JMSDF to provide help
with training,” said Busken. “For
example, we'll go out to MWSS-171's
dig pit area and we'll simulate an

UNIT FEATURE :

attack on the runway. We'll go out
and create the craters, then assess
the damage and begin repairing it.
We'll just go through and excavate
our desired depth, backfill, and then
we'll fill it with capping materials.”
MCAS Iwakuni’s Seabees
continue to demonstrate their
unwavering dedication and
versatility in fulfilling their mission
of building, maintaining, and being
ready at all times. They continue to
broaden their skill sets by taking
advantage of being stationed with
both Marine and Japanese units
and integrating themselves in
exercises while persisting in the
mission-critical operations they do
on base. With an immense legacy
to uphold, they continue to embody
the motto of, "We Build, We Fight".
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