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The P&W F135 
is the most powerful 

jet engine in the world. 

All of the information 
a pilot needs is projected 
right into the helmet - no 
heads-up display needed. 

All F-35s can be outfitted 
with JASSM or LARSM 
weapons for peerless 
capabilities against 

armored targets. 

F-35 CONVERSION FACTS 

With a range of more than 
1,350 miles on the internal 

tanks, and air-to-air 
refueling, the F-35 is a 

global weapon. 



2024 OUTSTANDING 
AIRMEN OF THE YEAR 
AWARD WINNERS 
Airman - Senior Airman Alexander J. Becker 

NCO - Technical Sgt. Matthew R. Kniep 

SNCO - Senior Master Sgt. Dave S. Sutherland 

CGO - Chaplain (Capt.) Joshua J. Carollo 

FGO - Maj. Brian E. Morecraft 

State Civilian - Mr. Eric M. Brogan 

Federal Civilian - Mr. Jesse A. Cleland 

First Sergeant - Master Sgt. Adam P. Ducharme 



Staff Sgt. Angelica Mendez Herrerra, 104th Fighter Wing 
Weapons, stresses that the success of their mission is 
dependent on the team�s ability to work together as a 
cohesive unit. 

�The most important part of my job is working as a team. 
In this career field, we rarely work alone; we�re always 
part of a crew of three,� said Mendez Herrerra. �I believe 
that if we stick together and look out for one another, we 
can overcome any obstacle and achieve our goals. 
Teamwork is essential in our line of work, and it�s what 
makes our crew strong and effective.� 

Airman 1st Class Amanda Calcano, Staff Sgt. Kelsey 
Robare and Staff Sgt. Angelica Mendez Herrerra all 
joined the Air National Guard for different reasons and 
brought various experiences with them. Airman 1st Class 
Calcano has been with the unit for a year. She joined 
when she was 25 and has always wanted to join since 
she was 14. 

�I started doing JROTC in high school and loved it. I 
learned to love the structure and discipline that doing 
military duties had brought me. With over 1,300 hours of 
community service throughout my high school career, I 
also discovered what it means to really serve my 
community, and I knew I wanted to continue serving,� 
said Calcano. �I decided to attend a military college, 
Norwich University, where I was taught more forms of 
discipline and what it takes to be a leader. I was surprised 
with how much I was able to push myself. I knew the sky 
was the limit, and I spoke to a recruiter as soon as I 
graduated. I�mproud to now be part of the Barnes 
community.� 

HISTORY IN 
THE MAKING 
STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY MELANIE CAISNEAU 



Staff Sgt. Kelsey Robare enlisted at age 19 and has 
been with the unit for six years. Her stepfather, a 
prior Army guardsman, suggested she might like 
this career. 

�After a lot of research, I chose Weapons because it 
seemed like the most exciting job. Not only do I 
get to work on fighter jets, but I also get to load 
missiles and 20mm bullets into it,� said Robare. 
�After touring multiple shops, the members of 
Weapons were the most welcoming, most 
passionate about their career field and seemed 
like the most fun. Six years later, my closest friends 
are members of this shop.� 

Staff Sgt. Angelica Mendez Herrerra also joined at 
age 19 and has been with the unit for seven years. 

�I chose to join the military because I wanted to 
serve my country while also having the 
opportunity to further my education,� said 
Mendez Herrerra. �I chose this career field because 
it�s so unique to the military.� 

The three women have worked in the same shop 
for approximately 1 month, though not on the 
same team. Each person has separate 
responsibilities, but when they are together, they 
have strong communication and awareness of 
each other to make the team work effectively. 

�The most important part of my job is having 
situational awareness while loading and making 
sure that everybody on the spot is safe during 
loading operations,� said Robare. 

This team, who came together for the first time, 
accomplished what they were trained to do: load 
a reliable, combat-ready F-15 aircraft proficiently, 
safely, and in a timely manner. 

VIEW THE GALLERY HERE 

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/490536/104th-fighter-wing-certifies-new-weapons-crew


HEADLINES & HIGHLIGHTS 

AOTY AWARD BANQUET 

MAJ STOUT'S FINIFLIGHT 

104 SUPPORTS JTF-DC 

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8857002/104th-fighter-wing-honors-outstanding-airmen-annual-awards-banquet
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8828691/maj-john-space-stout-flies-fini-flight-104th-fighter-wing
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8850632/104th-fighter-wing-airmen-travel-washington-dc-support-60th-presidential-inauguration


BATTLE OF THE BASES 

SFS NEW COMMANDER 

TORRES MAKES CMSGT 

HEADLINES & HIGHLIGHTS 

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8885614/104th-fighter-wing-hockey-team-competes-battle-bases-with-rival-103rd-airlift-wing
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8863613/104th-fighter-wing-holds-assumption-command-security-forces-squadron
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8863728/104th-fighter-wing-promotes-torres-chief


THUNDERBIRDS VISIT 

JROTC COMPETITION 

COL VISITS RETIREES 

BARNESTORMER COMMUNITY 

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8876555/springfield-thunderbirds-hockey-team-tours-barnes-air-national-guard-base-before-military-appreciation-night
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/491233/104th-fighter-wing-builds-youth-connections-with-community-service
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8829657/104th-fighter-wing-operations-group-commander-visits-lanthrop-retirement-community-boosts-community-support


CADRE'S CORNER 
Happy February Drill� 

As always, our student flight will be here for Saturday over the 
drill weekend starting at 0745 for roll-call and PT. All are 
welcome to come out and participate. 

Because of the TDY to Key West, it will be a light day with the 
Cadre, but that just means each trainee will have more time to 
spend in the shops - starting around 1100. 

We also want to send best wishes to our Barnestormers 
heading to BMT in March: 

Ebenezer Agyapong        CPTF 
Taisha Romero         MOF 
Chadd Smith         MXS 
Kaci Mack           MXS 

Aim High! 
SSgt Ryan Carvalho 
SSgt Mykel Potter 



PROMOTIONS 
1st Lt. Capt. Trevor Perreault      CPTF 
SMSgt. CMSgt. Christopher Torres    SFS 
MSgt. SMSgt. Marilyn Morales       FWHQ 
MSgt. SMSgt. Wayne Wilson       SFS 
SSgt. TSgt. Anthony Basile       SFS 
SrA SSgt. Lindsey Reopel      MXS 
SrA SSgt. Aidan Sugure         MXS 
SrA SSgt. Ryan Krasnecky       MXS 
SrA SSgt. Joshua Towse         CES 
SrA SSgt. Ross Mello         MXS 
SrA SSgt. Thomas Wolfe-Trovato      AMXS 
A1C SrA James Burton         SFS 
A1C SrA Reagan Foster         FSS 
A1C SrA Angeline Herrera        SFS 
A1C SrA Alan Gomez-Tagle        AMXS 
A1C SrA Tyler Penney        LRS 
Amn A1C Ryan Huettmann      COMM 
Amn A1C John Baczek       MXS 
Amn A1C William Pramberger     MXS 
Amn A1C Jouse Velntin       COMM 
Amn A1C Ryan Dragon       COMM 
Amn A1C Matthew Ryan       CES 

Congratulations!



RETIREMENTS 

Lt. Col. Richard 'Mental' Ward 
131 FS Pilot | 20 Years 

Best Wishes! 



HISTORIC HIGHLIGHTS 
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