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Lower Plaza Green Square Open Ceremony
OY7—- 759 @H0 3 R

Softball field to be utilized as is. The park is open
; f daily from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
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S From left, Okinawa City Mayor

B Asachio Kuwae, Okinawa Prefectural
Vice Governor Takekuni Ikeda, and
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa o
Hayashi, talk after the ceremony. R ’r_
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The Ministry of Defense holds a ceremony to commemorate the opening of a green space in the Lower Plaza area of Plaza
Housing, which straddles Okinawa City and Kitanakagusuku Village, Okinawa, March 30, 2024.

This area, scheduled to be returned to Japan, will be used jointly as a public park. The Okinawa Defense Bureau representatives
say they hope many visitors will use the space for recreation and friendship.
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Japanese and U.S. officials cut the ribbon at a commemorative ceremony held prior to the opening of the
park to the public.
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Big Circle is an authorized
publication of the United
States Marine Corps.
However, the contents of
Big Circle are not necessarily
official views of, or endorsed
by, the Marine Corps, U.S.
Government, or Department
of Defense. It is published
every four months by
Communication Strategy
and Operations, Marine
Corps Installations Pacific.
Big Circle is on the Web at
https://www.dvidshub.net/
publication/1184/the-big-
circle.

Email subscriptions
to this publication are
available online by
subscribing via https://
www.dvidshub.net/
publication/1184/the-
big-circle. Subscribers will
receive an e-mail when
the latest issue has been
published on the Web. The
publication can be viewed
in PDF format online or
downloaded.

We want your feedback on
the Big Circle magazine!
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Marines learn consequences at
annual BITS training: get your
mind right, go back to the basics

Easter Egg Hunts at Camp Hansen
USO (Photos)

Marines immerse in Japanese
culture during volunteer activities
with local children: from north to
south

Marine thrift shop donates
$10,000 to support Okinawa
children's hospitals

Marines fight for nature:
help removal of invasive alien
plant

Okinawan mayor shares his
thoughts through book reading at
Kinser Elementary School

U.S. Marines on Okinawa first to
kickstart the implementation of
Japanese Industrial Safety and
Health Ordinance changes

Marines’ support of Nago
English Day Camp still going
strong after a decade

Camp Schwab Festival (Photos)

Upcoming Events

The QR code takes you to the past editions of the Big Circle and articles related to the
stories in this issue. QRO—FH5 5B DFEHEICRET IR ELHIBEREBELEICT VLA TEET,
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MARINES LEARN CONSEQUENCES AT AN-
NUAL BITS TRAINING: GET YOUR MIND
RIGHT, GO BACK TO THE BASICS

Lee Shelby shares his personal mishap
experience to service members at Camp
Kinser, Feb. 7.
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very year after the winter
holiday season, early January to

mid-February at the latest, the

United States Marine Corps requires
a “Back in the saddle” safety training

for units to reinforce Marines'
responsibility and safe practices,
in and out of the workplace, to
minimize accidents and keep the
workforce safe.

Marine Corps Installations Pacific
Safety Office has invited experts
as guest speakers on a variety of
topics in the past. This year the
safety office reached out to Lee

Shelby to share his personal mishap

experience while employed as a
power lineman in 1991. He gave
1300 Marines, Sailors, and civilian
workers assigned to MCIPAC

in Okinawa, six one-hour-long
presentations from Feb. 6 to 8,
2024. Afterward, he flew to Marine
Corps Air Station lwakuni and
Combined Arms Training Center,

20 — May 2024

Camp Fuji, where he gave five more
presentations.

Aaron M. Davis, MCIPAC Safety
director, said he hoped that
Shelby’s self-reflection about the
consequences he faced as a result of
his own choices would make others
stop and think.

At one of the Okinawa
presentations, Col. David M.
Banning, camp commander for
Camps Foster and Lester, said, “This
is the Marine Corps. We're in the
business of doing dangerous stuff
and that's what we do. But then,
over your career, seeing people
get hurt and killed in both garrison
training and combat environments
makes you realize that as leaders,
our literal number one job is
ensuring the safety of our force.

“No matter what job you do,”
Banning continued, “whether as
an infantryman, administrator, or
motor transport operator, if you
cannot preserve your force, you
cannot accomplish any mission.”

He told 360 audience members
gathered at Camp Foster Theater
to pay attention to what Shelby
was going to say about situational
awareness and what lessons they
could learn in making decisions.

Shelby started his presentation by
describing the day he woke up in
a hospital bed in a burn unit after
coming into contact with 13,000
volts of electricity. His accident
resulted from a short circuit caused
by contact between the primary and
neutral wires through bolt cutters.
Shelby was cutting the secondary
line to the house, and his arm came
into contact with the primary and
secondary lines at the same time.
He did not choose the proper
personal protective equipment.

“(Do) not take shortcuts, (Do)
not be complacent in your jobs,
(Do) not get distracted. Look out

for each other and be an example
to each other!” asserted Shelby,
whose decision not to use proper
PPE resulted in him waking up in a
hospital with both hands missing
from the elbows down, causing him
lifelong suffering.

Shelby told the audience that
everyone is accountable for what they
do. “Make good choices every day
and always focus, so you don’t end
up in the hospital or funeral home.”
Shelby said that they are the only
ones that ensure their own safety.

He talked about months of
rehabilitation and learning how to
use prosthetic claws. The audience
also asked Shelby how he handles
everyday life, such as eating,
writing, driving and so on. Although
his claws can do most daily routines,
he emphasized that the metal
claws cannot touch with feeling.

He cannot feel the warmth of his
children with them.

Takeshi Tsuhako, a Japanese
battalion chief of training division,
MCIPAC Fire and Emergency
Services-Japan, stated that Shelby’s
message was best conveyed when
he told the audience to look at
their own hands at the end of the
presentation and that people should
be thankful for them.

Tsuhako agrees with Shelby that
“safety is achieved one day at a
time.” He said, “Safety is not about
the whole year at a time, but about
one day at a time. No matter how
many times you repeat the same
thing to the team, you should say
something about the safety of that
day every day.”

“I felt blessed,” said Sgt. Kameron
Franklin, food service specialist
at Mess Hall 488, Camp Foster,
who used his day off to attend the
session in Camp Kinser, Feb. 7. He

Continued on Page 18 BITS
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Lee Shelby shows proper PPE to the audience members at Camp
Foster, Feb. 8.
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injuries during
the BITS training
on Camp Foster,
Feb. 8.
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Camp Hansen US
Easter Egg Hun

=

Marine vol s from Camp Hansen USO held
Easter Egg Hunts for local children from Kin Town,
Mar. 31 and Apr. 6. Although both days were
rained on, the children enjoyed a small-scale in-
door egg hunt.
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what he has experienced through all

these years with people.
said Vincent Keller, safety specialist

industrial accident. It kind of relates
for Camp Hansen and le Shima
Office. “Regardless of what they do,
it's an important message because
everybody works a little bit in
danger. They have to pay attention.
They have to use their PPE, they

“I think the message goes across,
to what the military people do,”

even though it was a civilian
training facility, MCIPAC Safety

expressed that the presentation
was like preaching, and motivating.
He said that he always tries to be
proactive and ensure his fellow
Marines' safety by talking to them
about the importance of proper
attire for the job and the use of
correct PPE.

“It’s 100% different because
now you're actually seeing the
consequences of not following

BITS P Continued from Page 20

have to be aware, have situational
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purpose for his survival after

the safety rules and safety PPE for
your designated job,” said Franklin.
“Seeing it in person really is an
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Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

awareness, and take one day, one

safety day at a time.”

being electrocuted. Shelby stated
that he was on a mission to share
information about his accident and

eye opener for not just me, but
for everybody else. Always, safety
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Motobu Town, Feb. 2.
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civilian employees about the importance
C

of safety one day at a time at the Camp

Foster Theater, Feb. 8.
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arines stationed in Okinawa the nursery school, the exchange AE FEBE7T7 Y1 HlcCEE®R L FD2 /N
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are spread out across with Marines and Sailors from Camp x4 23[3 * % L5000 T X 31. C 1,5 CHE VNPT 75 ~
the island, from Camp Schwab started when a former K b ix D i L% 2 # g & ‘E BB s A Y @ é&é \EJ
Gonsalves, home to the Jungle student who attended the day care L;g f? $ {ﬁ z v }é % é {)E_:Z{Z ] ga L E o ii( % ?E% + * L Y /
Warfare Training Center in the over 20 years ago offered the events & BN 7 BhH 2k {@ > h | H ':F' [r iy ; % T B
north, down to Camp Schwab in with service members to the school. El @ ? «E% % + E ’71" A ‘_é ;uq_; ; L % 'g éﬁ% % % §> Vi % % i 1t %§
Nago City, le Shima training facility, Three Marines were introduced [t gg 2D ;; 6 hBEImEn = - ?%‘ b \5‘, & 2
Camp Hansen, Camps Courtney to the children, ages zero to five, IL_— A %j: % ﬁ NE= % é)\ )%\ ;c'\g 5/% 2 L@‘ 2 [—‘:: I—_’?JE % ?f | % 2 . iE %—
and McTureous, Camps Foster and  and sat together while the children 15 CHmD Y EnED LT L S MR = - (Y
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Lester, Marine Corps Air Station sang and listened to the story g 7531‘\ S| 2 _ECE & T & —C\ 7|/‘ 2 ES %3 % y i IR i‘% é
Futenma, and all the way to Camp of Setsubun. Two Marines then [ Lt\ L% % N %ﬁ 2 % Y iR 1 273;3 E% E % & % §o DB
Kinser, the most southern base, in disappeared to disguise as oni, while %1571 J@L ftah & e ~7/\ G T E2) 70 i l7< 5o 4 ’72 » 8
Urasoe City. one interacted with the children. , ; : . - .

Their purpose is to secure and Once the older age groups went Marines, given the role of oni, demons, approach children during the Setsubun event, or were chased 54 1582 HD B LT LED Rr7 5 + £FH
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MARINE THRIFT SHOP

SUPPORT OKINAWA CHILDREN'S HOSPITALS

$10,000 to representatives of Lions Clubs

International at the Okinawa Harborview Hotel in
Naha City, Okinawa, Japan, Feb. 22, 2024. This donation
set a precedent as the first time that a donation was
directly given to a local national organization by the
Marine Thrift Shop.

To support the neighboring community, the Marine Thrift
Shop donated this money through LCl as a conduit to
support funding for local Japanese children with medical
and special educational needs. LCl will use the donation
accordingly to help the surrounding Okinawa community.

LCl is a service organization that supports the serving
of communities around the world. With a total of 48,000
clubs and 1.4 million members, LCl uses humanitarian
service projects and grants to impact people’s lives.

“Typically, the American Welfare and Works Association
is the one deciding which organization can receive the
grants,” said Jeahn Creviston, a native of Kansas and
president of Marine Thrift Shop Okinawa. “With the
help of the G-7 branch, this is the first time we were
able to identify an organization and make the donation
directly without the involvement of the AWWA.”

The Marine Thrift Shop belongs to the AWWA, along
with the Kadena Officers Spouses Club, Naval Officers’
Spouses Club of Okinawa, Marine Gift Shop, the
Okinawa Enlisted Spouses’ Club, and more. The AWWA
is responsible for the distribution of charitable funds for
organizations to improve the quality of life for Japanese
and American communities in Okinawa.

The Marine Thrift Shop procured this money through

The staff of Marine Thrift Shop Okinawa presented

SETSUBUN P Continued from Page 16

here and do some volunteer opportunities with kids in
Japan,” exclaimed Hospital Corpsman Third Class Kristin
McKenzie, Combat Logistics Regiment 37 of 3d Marine
Logistics Group, and a former elementary school physical
education teacher prior to joining the U.S. Navy. She
participated in a game similar to tag and said that she was
happy to have a chance to interact with Japanese children.

Camp Kinser SMP and Morinoko and Miyagikko children’s
centers have engaged in the various exchange programs
for seven years. Once a month, Marines and Sailors visit
Miyagikko at night to play sports with junior and high school
students. Lance Cpl. Ramos P. Sebastian, 3rd Sustainment
Group (Experimental), 3d MLG, who participated in the
night volunteer program a week before, expected to see
familiar faces among the children, but this was a younger
group.

In Morinoko, the service members listened to a story
about Setsubun and played games with the children.

14 — May 2024

DONATES $10,000 TO

regular store operations and
regularly provides grants

for other organizations
including the Neighborhood
Pantry, Foster Single Marine
Program, Foster Commissary,
and the Foster USO.

From April of 2023, Marine
Thrift Shop Okinawa staff
members began the process
of finding which organization
to donate the money to. LCI
was ultimately decided on
because of their long-term
commitment and the alignment of goals.

According to Creviston, staff members decided on this
specific organization due to the strong conviction they
felt towards the foundations it supports. LCI will help
the Marine Thrift Shop meet their goals by using the
donation towards a new hospital and also contribute
money to the Cancer Children's Parents Association.

The Marine Thrift Shop makes environmental and
geopolitical impacts through their store operations
and donations. Their intake of items reduces waste by
offering items that other service members might need.
They also use their network to help funding for different
programs that benefit service members and the local
community.

In the year of 2023, Marine Thrift Shop Okinawa
provided American and Japanese recipients with over

$126,000.
Story and Photo by Cpl. Thomas Sheng

Then they moved to the Miyagikko center, where the
staff handed two Marines oni inflatable costumes and
gave instruction on how to do the role of onis. While

the children played outside, two onis ran out from two
different corners and started chasing the children. Paper

balls were set on the ground for beans and children were to

ward off the onis with them.

“It was pretty fun,” said Lance Cpl.
Am Aliwis, 3d Maintenance Battalion,
3d MLG, while catching his breath after
the chase. “I feel very lucky to be here
because not a lot of people get to
experience this as a pretty fun way to
get to know the community around
Okinawa.”

One eight year-old at Miyagikko
center expected the staff to be
disguised as an oni, but figured
out that the onis were foreigners.
Although she was scared by the

Members of Marine Thrift Shop Okinawa and Lions Clubs International,
Okinawa, pose for a group photo at the Okinawa Harborview Hotel, Naha

City, Feb. 22. 28228 . REHDHHE/ \—/\—E1— KT )L CEABEE% 85
RU=VRYT b3y FHBEERRSA A VRIS T DAV IN—,

Lance Cpl. Tucker J. Miller reacts to a boy, Feb.
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strangers, she said that it was fun to throw beans, paper
balls, at them, and she was happy that she did not get
caught after her bean hit one of the onis while being
chased.

“It was a huge success!” said Nana Toda, director of the
Miyagikko Children’s Center. “We got new costumes and
wanted Marines to try them on
because they were taller. We wanted
to surprise children by not telling
who would do onis, and see how they
would react.”

Toda smiled and said that it was
interesting to see that the children
were confused but still throwing their
beans and running away, and at the
same time, the Marines disguised
as onis also looked lost at first but
. : threw the beans back and chased the
& A children.

After the chase outside, the
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At

volunteers were served Japanese traditional food for

the event, Eho-maki, a rolled sushi wrapped with dried
seaweed paper. You face “Eho,” the lucky direction of the
year, and make a wish while eating it without talking. On
average, Eho-maki are about 8-10 centimeters (3-4 inches)
long. It is not usually cut into bite size pieces, as it is meant
to bring good fortune.

“I didn't know how exactly | was supposed to eat it, so |
just stuffed it all in my mouth and just started chewing and
it was very hard to chew and swallow at the same time,”
said Aliwis. “It's very different from American culture, but
trying it out for the first time is very cool."

Aliwis said that it was a very informative experience.

He suggested that more service members get out of the
barracks and engage in volunteer activities, which give them
an opportunity to become a part of the culture. He stated
that if you do not explore outside, you may miss chances.
“I'm glad that my friend dragged me along and invited me.”

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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" OKINAWAN MAYOR SHARES HIS THOUGHTS
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THROUGH BOOK READING AT KINSER ELE- TR EREt i atwn
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MENTARY SCHOOL TaESz 25520 bRaE
Urasoe City Mayor Tetsuji Matsumoto reads “The Giving Tree” to the 7 2 =l /;r = $_ ¥ 72\ &Y }/ﬂi\i jj\ = L
students at Kinser Elementary School library, Camp Kinser, Feb. 7. ; fit E g o) #_()&L %E ‘t\ b\ %\ %\ & I& 8 é
eople can learn many things thinks both 2878, F P — NEREERIC TR NAREEICT BB ERAIDFHHE LTE gl w LR T8 % 5 A I
through books. You acquire Japanese and D RETIMAE SR AR, ST, ;a’: ;55\ 0%) ﬂ; g;( % g gé 7% % % % 7%\ 5
H sl . e R T . P alf L.~ = s, n\ L 3% 2 [
. Ioglc.:al thlnklng{ memory, a'nd Arr.1er|can. -- ol Urasoe Mayor Tetsuji Matsumoto, left, asks questions to the students, —L(’ /J,m\. & —<( "_7'_ @ E.E’; g\\ % g RE 5% & lJ \
information processing skills while children listen and Matthew Dolbow, U.S. consul general, Naha, back center, looks on. 5 E 25 LB E = z\ = Za‘? & ;J:Tj
gaining new knowledge and a wide  attentively, but S S LR PR Pl S0 P EACE 0B AR R =
range of values. Above all, reading the atmosphere T2 — S RJLR—FK (BEhR), =z e & £ 3;; L—(\ E& ? # ;r( K" E %
enriches your imagination. is different. ; < sl
Because of such beliefs, a lot of This year he BiT#E /l\ e >5FTC HEN EHZAIXDHEE TR T DA L 2
i i i i invi SEHRBE I MOAELBHT ZIELZ20VEBT I VRZEEBLEFEIERIIE XL
schools mJapgn give children time xvasmwted on ADEEY A e DO F4 A ;( DhBRO>SBEZI g ACRE %%; S Gf il ir% .
for book-reading, whether students World Read B DA 2’:{ T oREZERAT (K OD2XGFZDERUVFECHY :‘{‘ & LE‘ T /hH A
” o [=] L\ o Sy L ~ ELE L EE _5 | Z N t L\ L=
themselves read or someone else AIo.udDay in ?%T%ﬁiﬁ%%@%ﬁ%tEﬂéé%ggiﬁ%a%%%#hd\ |f££%7’:§z§
reads to them. In many schools, which people B7DHDH —.8—.5%3%?%@@%2&5?5 FHE O FLOEBEZRAC AL °N L ~
volunteers—mostly parents of the celebrate B n % i g o8 e C L_f(‘ it 2 2 %C BTkRCE ;it’d 2 e % if/ xXp B % < s 7@ % 4
students—come to school to read oral forms of %%%EL:%%D:D—C@%(%TCL\Eﬁé%ﬁt%é 'J%Rt;gﬁigt\‘%ﬁmﬁfﬁ DT o
books to children. storytelling as CLBAFPELRENO O caRE2ALETELREEF Ly BT YN
i f he earli N RC20Z%Am0D 27T Fiama<Ke CHLECRENX LS, #R
Tetsuji Matsumoto, mayor o the earliest way relationship . F 72 fdIlE Y5 %R/ = B fit & HEEHicT =" > E ZE - N H 1t ic Iz % 0 B |
Urasoe City, was one such parent of preserving human knowledge, there, but Happ|ness LERRN OO EEM- & m % % rORHE &5 ?’:F 02255 gg T .o xrNz pa) 751;
who volunteered to read books insight, and creativity. Matsumoto Matsumoto sees onl E ;g_’ = B ; EEMICEZT 2 LFALBICHS )F Tl s B F 2P & t,g =
: ; , “« - . . y \’—i%ﬁ“ﬁm/\(tl'in‘t\:)(: ?‘LLU‘@.’H’:)E}ZFE?P3$§_Q ZKFH*'“ZE u/_]\zB A
at his children’s school when they chose the same book, “The Giving it in a positive 5 T PLAHrrEELATY ;b“\ mEFLENTCTHEIL ZUV % Cix DZy £
were school age. Tree” to read for children. way. In the final becomes 'jg g\ ) X ;E’ gg ’ % ;:_L g % 533 0 g’% ﬁ ;; ’ ;T; 7L_: 0 2 3 %‘J f‘; < = % 55 < g 5 ;—T N Ry
“When | became mayor, | thought After introducing himself, pages, both the real £>5 0D~ R SeETN R | O™ IR wE-9m "R ® (N
| was lucky because | could now Matsumoto began reading and, at tree, as just a )

. ’ Y 1 7 K KDk 225 %8 £ CEHL T m
go and read books at not just my the end of each page, he stopped stump which has When ) 6 % ?é@\ ; + g i 5; 3)\ o %: g _g’ ) L’C: ﬁ ;’) % g) % L% ? % 5 60 78\ 73»3 —% &’ sz S g = ;\'_, 71;—) -
children’s school, but also all 11 and asked questions to the children.  nothing, and the shared. % %‘ k,t ﬁjz /_f ;; — ﬁ % g N g_l F % B ;j' fk {b‘{ e ’%J L%: g L;\E & UZI) £ I i B:jé £ 7% TIPS ? % g E}b

. : N AR i ) chRlchprICH AF¥ "Om & DS5EWVS ¢ B
(eI_ementary) schools in the city, Some questions were a.bout th.e boy, who aged, TR5E | 7%’ VD ,j* TERE % '—’:)3 % B7AKLCCET 2Dk ;g_, 7 S
said Matsumoto. words, sentences, and illustrations meet once again. The tree is not % L%L 7§ % m |{ = & %;_ " LC\ z zag)) Eﬁ = % ? A (L‘:, Eé A . ix J& }EE g() % ? ﬁé << gé% It C A
L , - . - ‘TrRLWZDICAZ2L LB CT7TELRCTZ % B R T 5
Ayano Shln?OJo,aJapanese culture inthe boolf, but some quest|onfed happy at that moment because it N &_) BER | F % rE & ‘E A ST HhzcDE Y EEcRT " HOcRD N
teacher at Kinser Elementary School, the reasoning of the characters has nothing to give him but the boy T<g~%.-PI % 5B THER T REFEOALELSHE T DL i % 1
said, “After | heard about the mayor  actions and what the children tells it all he wants is "a quiet place E %\ k5 5H ﬁ A ;bl:\ %7% 2 553 7%‘ E g % ﬁ :c‘é 7§ iR g - AT ;__\ % E E %\ fﬁ% E ) %z ?_‘ H
reading books to the local children thought about it. Matsumoto said to sit and rest" and makes it happy. = _*I?:t § LK_ ; 5 T [ EiF ?b% ThAk CThaDp TH 3 z m A g o n f;ff o ZK \
at schools, | wished he would come  that he felt the children understood FETALZVE EZ2RHESFIIDVEBRIER, _E7EHE2ENFESFCREL
ol ” - At the end of the story, Matsumoto rapm3la? “CEBZLTEASRTEOEAEIGARIELG LS
to our school and read a book to our  what he was trying to convey from told the children that sharing what <= ‘j Y = ) - < BEEE 52 BhAEELEES Ké N F E & = gy 0~ £
children.” their responses. you can give makes everyone 2 H xR ! > Zz 2T F zThfz o 73 lc 2R BRI x AZFHaB Ll ‘f)H 2L
: o p : : FPTe2Fxl x & " Boas _ KEREEZEEE- A@HEBRE °C
Ever since, Shimojo has looked for He asked questions that the happy and he wants to be like the B & E?ﬁ At ~ W =0 LAl ADZVELEAESAERBELBE RS °#F N
an opportunity, and when the time  children would be interested inand  tree. Although the tree, which has EBNCHT c €Y §,§ D7 ﬁ& 5 2 E ;,: 505 TRk ) 72: % °
finally came in March 2023, during wanted to engage in,” said Shimojo.  nothing left at the end, he said, > Zone & =7 °
the National Reading Month to “Because the story is short, the just keeps on giving, it can make 3
celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday, she children of that age can follow it other people around it happy and it 1D o

invited Matsumoto to be a guest
reader. He read a book called “The
Giving Tree” to the fourth graders
for the first time in English.

On Feb. 7, 2024, Matsumoto again
appeared in the library at Kinser
Elementary School. He had a book
in his hand, and an audience of 31
children from the second grade
waiting for story time.

“American children are very
energetic,” said Matsumoto. He

10 — May 2024

and read it together.” She said that
it touches the children's hearts and
minds, especially having a mayor
come down to their level and
teach them important things, while

interacting with them in such a way.

“The Giving Tree,” published 60
years ago, is a story about an apple
tree and a boy. From the surface,
it looks like the tree is always
giving and the boy is always taking,
and there is no give-and-take

becomes happy as well.

Matsumoto stated that his motto is
“Happiness only becomes real when
shared.”

According to Adrienne Arden,

a school librarian at Kinser
Elementary, the book has lots of
different elements like happiness,
sadness, loneliness, and growing up.
“It is a day to not only read aloud
and listen to books, but it is also
about telling stories, and by the »

P mayor sharing with us, he is telling a small part
of his story and sharing his life with our students,”
said Arden. “| believe he wanted students to have
a giving heart and to be good to one another like
how the tree was to the boy.”

Arden hopes that connecting students to the host
nation like this helps the students think about their
community on a larger scale than just their family,
their houses, and the base. Arden expressed that
exposing children to and living in different cultures
will help children see themselves as part of a larger

global community.
Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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HEALTH ORDINANCE CHANGES S0 sBan #oia sz2798 Hi|
A case study of an actual accident that occurred 8 {% %3& 5—) = @ % TET D _gé b% % |5 g L2 !
. : . . ey . . . during the use of a liftgate shown in class, Jan. 16. 2 L;t % T 72 *} % & = e
arine Corps Installations 5,000 working for the United States lifting equipment is required by the : "~ - ) 0 &% 3R 7 £ ¥ B fc® IE 1E LI = A BB
Pacific Safety Office held Marine Corps. Japanese regulation when working 1}%163‘1;_%%?’7—‘3“&7_”’7_'\')77_@33 ﬁ E %9 %-9 i % g }% - %) & LS 75 %y é 1}% gk E& ﬁ
a series of one-day special “We have conducted the training at a height of more than 4.9 feet IR RS D Rt il SRR ¥ 5‘) ‘x Lz AREO
land transportation safety & health three times already last week (1.5 meters) above the ground, the o o w4 o 5{33 5': E Eﬁ 72 Lﬁg /I\\ ?% % % 1% % g f_j % 421 E I%
training for the liftgate, a device and will do more next week,” USMC implements U.S. regulation E %_ i % ) ) g g K (i( 77?2 (5) BT OXWLAS E Ia2% = W E
attached to a vehicle’s rear to lift and  said Mutsuko Nishihira, a safety of 4 feet (1.2 meters) since MCIPAC FhE I 7;5: R HE HiELiE o 0%) {'j_ 55:3 % F 7.?C é # _lc @‘J % B % ng }% A Y
lower cargo from the vehicle bed to technician at MCIPAC Safety Office Safety follows whichever rule is the 7;5 ﬁf I% [F3 ? % % HF%E g 5 e é 9\ 3 EL v B % Z i 2 ? jE ;é ?Z go Lt *°°
ground level, to Japanese employees  and a certified trainer for this special  strictest. DED % A Ef Bl CEBA Ti& 5 B gg IR % é} H#E T j'?_ K =) ;f( = %E S —
working on Marine Corps bases class. “Our office sent out an email Wearing a fall protection safety FLEBSEDOBELHDFE @< (S BN F3 2 B F oD {T E
in Okinawa in January 2024. The notification for this training to all helmet is also required if personnel = o % " L - o 5 kT
A foti ; ; ; ; , : 7 LEE lcnsrE XLasaribo i3l w7
training was to gducate employees MCBB Iog|st|cs urnts, Marine Corps are loading or unloading a truck’s N1 T e lhmaEcdTEs] OR 1? Y 27%1820FER Eﬁ 7 4 —
on the changes in Japanese law Community Services, and the Army cargo area, to protect themselves not HALEVNEAEEITDETCHRREINE " EEI S 7 & 7? 0t b L-( 75 4; é | &
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Japanese Industrial Safety measures are in place to FoE | 5852 "2 “pDEOCHT FHPLTHE UEYNEE ||/ . ,’g | 4
and Health Ordinance, mitigate risks to the safety of ° iR E [ 7%] 0<) BERZDBE W LB R UEZ 78 Hgmic - = 5 i% jJ
o : Sk S h L CEUETAHEEN T/ REBERICLETS KTE
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MARINES’ SUPPORT OF
NAGO ENGLISH DAY CAMP

STILL GOING STRONG AFTER

A DECADE

t's that time of year again! Fumio
I lha, Camp Schwab community
relations specialist, sent out an
email to over 80 Marines and Sailors
who helped with lha’s Let's Play
with English program in neighboring
kindergartens and preschools, as
well as various other volunteer
activities, to recruit volunteers.

Every year, Camp Schwab supports
the Nago City Board of Education
for the Nago City English Day Camp.
In 2024, 36 volunteers from Camp
Schwab responded to Iha’s email
to participate in the three one-day
camps for students; Feb. 3 was for
grades one to three, Feb. 18 was for
grades four to six, and Feb. 23 was
for grades seven to nine.

“Most volunteers have experience
in interacting with children,” said
Ilha. “Some of them volunteered for
all three camps.” lha laughed, saying
that Marines and Sailors like to do
something different from their daily
routines.

The Nago City English Day Camp
first launched in 2013, according
to Iha. The Nago City Board of
Education asked Camp Schwab to

1

provide opportunities for children
and students to encounter English
used in daily life.

During the junior high schoolers’
day camp at the Nago City Youth
Center, 21 students participated and
20 service members joined.

Iha said, at the opening remarks,
“Don’t be afraid of making mistakes.
Life is all about mistakes. | make
many mistakes when speaking, not
only in English but also in Japanese.
You got to speak, speak, and speak.”
He encouraged students to keep
trying to speak English to the service
members.

Although some students were
hesitant to talk to English volunteers
first, according to Cpl. Thomas
Bigts, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines,
currently assigned to 4th Marine
Regiment on Camp Schwab, said he
could tell from the students’ gestures
and the atmosphere that they
began to loosen up once talking and
interacting started with the help of
Japanese volunteers and five assistant
language teachers (ALT), who are non-
Japanese serving as assistant teachers
in Japanese classrooms.

The day started with grouping of
students and volunteers into five
teams to introduce each other,
then going through an ice breaker
using music to ease the participants’
tensions, and various games in
English designed by the ALTs until
before lunch.

One of the games was a telephone
game, in which information is
given to one person in a group and
is whispered to the next person
and then compared to hear if the
original and final messages are
the same. When an ALT gave the
first person the word apron, two
groups had the right word at the
end of the line, but three groups’
last words were “paper,” “April”
and “A-group.” The word McDonald
became “marv,” “matano,” and
“macademia.” The word pattern was
the toughest word with no group
ending with the right word; instead
their final words were “pardon,”
“credit card,” “birthday,” “park” and
“pallet.” The participants laughed
out loud at the results.

Dorri Takizawa, English advisor for
the Nago Board of Education, who
observed all three camps, thinks
that secondary school students
are afraid of making mistakes
and mistakes are embarrassing.
However, once they realize that
the subject is tricky and see other
groups also make mistakes, they
think it is okay for them to make
mistakes too, and they relax.

Takizawa said English is about
communication, not about good
grammar or good test scores. She
expressed that not many students
get opportunities to communicate
in English but once they do, they
recognize their own abilities, and
gain confidence to keep improving.
“The volunteers are not good at
Japanese, and students see them
struggle and think it is okay to
struggle and try. We’re not the only
ones,” she added, “there's lots of P

Volunteers act out what happens after the end of
the tale Snow White on stage, Feb. 23.
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» room for trying and to keep
trying to get it right.”

A seventh grader from Sakura
Junior High School said she
believes that she can overcome the
difficulties in communicating with
foreigners in English as she realized
that “it was ok to make mistakes”
after the game. She felt even if she
did not understand the meaning
or could not understand what the
service members were saying, they
tried their best to convey it to her
with gestures and such.

During the last program, volunteer
members of the English Education
Development Organization, co-host
of the event, performed a theatrical
play of “Snow White” narrated in
both languages. Then all students
and volunteers for both Japanese
and English were given tasks to
think and act out what could happen
after the end of the tale.

“Students had to be creative and
use phrases and other conditions
that they had to discuss in order
to develop the story. This time of
discussion was great for them,” said
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Students
and English
volunteers
relay
words
during the
telephone
game, Feb.
23.
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an official in charge of the Nago
City English Day Camp for Nago

City elementary and junior high
school students. “I really appreciate
volunteer members. Without their
support, this event would not have
been a success.”

The official stated that the event
was a valuable experience for
students to make the most of
what they had learned at school
by communicating with people
in English. She said she believes
that they must have realized many
things, such as their desire to learn
more and frustration at not being
able to communicate, and hopes
this day would be a day that would
lead to future opportunities.

“I can do it when I'm studying
for a test or something, but when
it comes to actually listening and
talking, | realized once again that
| can't do it at all,” said an eighth
grader from Nago Junior High
School. However, she stated after
finding something in common with
service members, such as hobbies
and favorite games, “I realized that
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we can get along with them on a
friendly level although | thought
they were in a completely different
world because of the different
language, different features, but
they all think the same way.”

Lance Cpl. Tony Goo, 3rd
Reconnaissance Battalion, 3rd
Marine Division, said, “Being here
is really a good experience. I'm
learning a lot of new things from
different angles and just meeting
new people and | felt like | took full
advantage of it.” He said that he
believes that as they learn about the
Japanese culture, language, and new
things, the students are learning
something new from them as well.

Iha told participants at the end that
there are many similarities between
students and service members, even
though they do not understand
the languages and have different
cultures. He said, “When you are
hungry, you eat! If it’s funny, you
laugh!” The entire room roared with
laughter.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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LIFTGATE P Continued from Page 8

accident scenarios, shown to exhibit
the dangers that could possibly
ensue. Following lunch, Safety Office
instructors distributed daily liftgate
inspection checklists. They then led
attendees outdoors for a hands-

on demonstration of the safety
procedures, ensuring a thorough
understanding before engaging in
cargo area operations.

Although there are four types of
liftgates—arm type lifting, vertical
lifting, rear retractable lifting, and
under-floor retractable lifting—two
trucks outside the safety office had
the vertical liftgate which is the main
type in USMC in Okinawa.

“We have a truck with a vertical
liftgate as well, and have followed
and done most of the requirements,
said Kenta Tokumoto, an operator
from GF, Hansen Maintenance
Detachment. “But we were not
doing a step-by-step manner while
vocalizing the process like the Safety
Office showed us today. It was new.”

After taking the role of a driver who
did “yubisashi-kosho,” pointing-and-
calling-out, Tokumoto said although

”

A crowd of service members and Jap-
anese visitors enjoy the performance
of Skillet at the Camp Schwab Festival,
Mar. 30. The festival was a two-day
event. According to Camp Schwab
Director Chuck A. DeCesari, more than
8000 people came together on the first
day to enjoy the food, activities, rides,
Skillet performance and a near 20-min-
ute fireworks show.
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(Photos by Yoshie Makiyama / B& #&LgiT)

he thinks the process will take more
time, it is an important process to
ensure their own safety.

“Seeing quite a few accident cases
in the video during class helped
me improve my safety awareness,”
said Tokumoto. While mentioning
fall accidents when pulling the load
backward in the cargo area of a
truck without checking whether
the liftgate is up or down, “such
absentmindedness is more a human
error. | think accidents happen
because it was such a simple task, so
| thought to myself that I'd be careful
about that.”

During the course presentation,
statistics showed more than 60 % of
the accidents related to liftgates are
falling incidents, either operators
falling themselves, or the cargo
falling on them. It was stated that
every year there are a number of
fatal accidents.

Tatsuya Nagayama, a heavy vehicle
driver from AAFES, recalled a falling
accident from the cargo area of a
truck in the past and the person was
not wearing a helmet. He said that it
is common for people to wear hard
hats without chin straps to protect

‘o0 B

.

their heads from falling objects,
but he had not thought of a person
falling from a platform.

“After all, by following the steps,
you will get used to it, and if you can
do it naturally, you will be able to
make sure that the people around
you are safe,” said Nagayama, who
took the role of instructor during the
“yubisashi-kosho” hands-on training.
“We will also be able to take care
of ourselves in the long term as the
instructor said.”

During the session, Nishihira had
stated that rules are not for people
to follow because there are penalties,
but for them to follow to protect their
own safety and lives in the end.

“It was really a good learning
experience,” Nagayama smiled.
would be very happy if everyone
would take this opportunity to get
some training and do something to
prevent injuries.”

Participants received an updated
license with a “liftgate qualified”
stamp after the training. This is a one
time requirement and no refresher
training is required.

llI

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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Fumio lha, Camp Schwab
community relations
specialist, encourages
students to keep trying
to speak English to the

service members during
the opening remarks,
Feb. 23.
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Students and volunteers
form groups with the
indicated number

of people during an
icebreaker using music
to ease the participants'
tension, Feb. 23.
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Young traffic light enthusiast

visits Camp Foster
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BN B BB B RBRE R IR EDRITET In front of the long-awaited traffic light, Shu Ozawa, right, and his escort, Cpl. Hunter Smith from the Marine Corps Base Provost
I, ZEMOSN T OV S AIC DV TEFRE TG E<E Marshal's Office, are interviewed by Toyama TV program staff, Camp Foster, Okinawa, Mar. 25.
T BEE COLBEDEIELUT D@, X — )V TCTESEEN Ozawa, an elementary school student from Toyama City, Toyama Prefecture, loves traffic lights. He applied to a local broadcasting
%124 1% MCBPAC.MCBBUTLER.O@usmc.mil £ T, -2 D station in the prefecture to participate in a program called "Granting the Wishes of the Prefecture's Citizens" when he saw a picture
ICBEADEEDF Y TRETTALLT, ofa "hanging trgfﬁc light" used a.\t the base on the in'Fernet, saying "l want to see a very rare traffic light!" With Camp Foster's full
. cooperation, this event was realized. The escort Marine happened to speak fluent Japanese.
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