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AFN Interview

Commander
) Colonel
Bl Lucas Hightower

N

The 2ID Sustainment Brigade is the Second Infantry Division’s logistics unit. Approximately
10% of all U.S. Army Soldiers in South Korea are members of the 2ID Sustainment Brigade.
We're stretched across every installation in South Korea from Camp Humphreys all the way
to Camp Bonifas. If you're a logistician, a transporter, supply or mechanic, you probably got a
60-65% chance of being in our brigade.

In October 2023, the 2ID Sustainment Brigade assumed responsibility for all US Army in-pro-
cessing activities here in Korea. That’s everything from the Soldiers who greet incoming ser-
vice members and family members at Incheon Airport and at Osan Air Base to the reception
barracks here on Camp Humphreys. We want to make sure that we provide a consistent
integration and be that first point of contact

between our Soldiers and family members as they come into South Korea and move on to be
integrated into their parent units.

Nowhere else in the Army is in processing done at the scale that we do it here in South Ko-
rea, with the rapid personnel turnover of people coming here. The number of people that we
bring to Camp Humphreys on a daily basis requires a lot

of time, attention and professionalism by our in-processing personnel down in the 19th Hu-
man Resources company.
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Division Sustainment Brigade
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| would just like to mention we have 53 separate enlisted Mili-
tary Occupational Specialties (MOS’s) across roughly 2000 per-
sonnel, so it’s a vast array fulfilling the sustainment mission we
have across the peninsula. As we just touched on everything from
maintenance, sustainment, supply, food service, you name it. I'm
very proud of the organization. A lot of moving pieces throughout,
providing all the sustainable support and logistics throughout the
2nd Infantry Division. The theatre reception integration mission is
very important to us. Because that’s that first initial handshake to
family members or service members to get them on board. As we
continue to work through all the significant challenges and friction
points throughout the in-processing just to overall better improve
the timeline, organization and everything we present to the service
members.
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he 3rd Cavalry Regiment unfurled its unit col-

ors, signifying the official transfer of authority
from the 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team of the
4th Infantry Division on Camp Casey, South Ko-
rea, Feb. 29, 2024.

The 3rd Cavalry Regiment, hailing from Fort
Cavazos, Texas, will be the next Korea Rotation-
al Force for the next nine months, marking their
first deployment to the peninsula, a historic event
for their organizatiovn. This transition provides
additional capability and flexibility to respond to
aggression and upholds the ROK-U.S. alliance's
responsibilities.

“In our 177-year history, and the seven decades
since Armistice, the 3rd Cavalry Regiment has
never unfurled our yellow Cavalry Standards in
Korea,” said Col. Jeffrey Barta, Commander, 3CR.
“We are excited to write this next chapter in our
history together with our ROK-A teammates and

serve as a part of the incredible 2nd Infantry-
ROK/U.S. Combined Division, combined team.”
Col. Keith Benedict, Commander, 2SBCT, cased
the colors, signifying the successful completion
of the unit's deployment and their return to Fort
Carson, Colo.

“The Mountain Warriors have achieved remarkable
success over the last nine months, training hard
to build and maintain the high level or readiness
necessary to deter our adversaries and maintain
the armistice,” said Maj. Gen. William 'Hank' Tay-
lor, Commanding General, 2nd Infantry Division/
ROK-U.S. Combined Division. “Arriving with the
far side objective secured, the Mountain Warriors
secured the bridgehead with tough and high tem-
po training.”

The 3CR will count on 3500 troopers and 1500
vehicles to enhance readiness and interoperability
with regional allies and partners.

Story by Sgt. Liseth Espinel
2ID/RUCD Public Affairs Office
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Sgt. 1st Class Wonji Jung

Busan, South Korea
C39 NCO
HSC, HHBN

“I look up to Hedy Lamarr, who

is @ famous Hollywood actress,

but she also invented the idea of
Wi-Fi. Then she kept trying to get
more ideas and to raise herself up
to the top class instead, other than
her job. That's what | am trying to
doin my job.”

O

Pfc. Hyunbin Jeong

Guri, South Korea

PMO Katusa

HSC, HHBN

"My female role model is Dr.

Oh Eun-Young. She gives good
advices to many parents about
raising their child healthy. | want
to become a goodiélementary
school teacher in the future, and
have the ability to understand
and respect our children like her."
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WHO IS A WOMAN ROLE MODEL YOU LOOK UP

TO ON A DAILY BASIS AND WHY?
O

Sgt. 1st Class John Lambe
Staten Island, NY.

DSO Operations NCO

SISCO, HHBN

"My biggest role model during my
entire career was one of my First
Sergeants, Jessica Ernst. Regardless
of all of the adversity that she faced
in the Army, she was the best leader
that | ever had to this day.”

Senior Airman. Haley De La Sol
El Monte, Calif.

Weather Forecaster

607th Combat Weather Squadron

"My woman role model.is Katya Echaz-
arreta. She is the first Mexican American
female astronaut and the youngest one. |
think it's just amazing because as a Mex-
ican American woman, that’s something

great to look up to.”

Spc. Alison Strout

Orange City, Fla.

Public Affairs Mass Communication Specialist
HSC, HHBN

"My role model is Taylor Swift. She's
not just a singer/songwriter, she's
done a lot for communities around
the globe. She's been a huge inspi-
ration to me since | was a little girl."

O
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Within the Korean military, mental health is a
crucial focus for professional psychologists.
Jung Ji Sun, an Army life professional counselor
with the 2nd Infantry Division Sustainment Bri-
gade, 2nd Infantry Division/ROK-U.S. Combined
Division, is among the few responsible for pro-
viding Republic of Korea Soldiers with the tools
they need to be resilient.

After Ji Sun earned her undergraduate degree
in early childhood education, she worked with
children at the Kindergarten level, helping them
with early life development skills and counsel-
ing. Ji Sun later transitioned to work as a behav-
ioral health youth counselor to help teenagers
as they transitioned through middle school and
high school.

After working as a youth counselor for five years
and earning her Ph.D. in clinical psychology, she
was inspired to work with the military after her
little brother joined the ROK army. She decided
to take the national open recruitment exam, a
test specified to become a counselor within the

Korean army. After she passed, she was chosen
to become the professional counselor for area
three, which covers Camp Humphreys, Suwon
Air Base, Osan Air Base and the Korean Aug-
mentation to the United States Army[KATUSA]
Training Academy, in South Korea.

‘| was following the development of the mind,”
said Ji Sun. “There are problems to be solved
when you are a kid, problems to be solved when
you are a teenager and even as an adult in the
military.”

As the Army Life professional counselor for KA-
TUSAs and ROK Soldiers in area three, Ji Sun is
their first point of contact for help with the men-
tal tribulations that may follow while serving in
the military. Upon arrival at their duty station,
area three KATUSAs are given their first suicide
prevention education brief by Ji Sun. She pro-
vides her personal phone number to all mem-
bers at the presentation and encourages them to
contact her whenever needed.
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Soldiers are able to speak with her whenever they need to. Aside from these presentations, Ji Sun
also offers one-on-one counseling to Soldiers, group therapy sessions, and mental resilience tools to
U.S Army Noncommissioned officers and commissioned officers to help keep their Soldiers mentally
healthy. "Suicide prevention is an important aspect of what | teach to the KATUSASs," Ji Sun said. "By
teaching KATUSASs to see and understand the signs of a Soldier in need, we can not only reduce the
likelihood of suicide, but also encourage a healthy environment of mindfulness between Soldiers.”

Ji Sun has received several awards through her six
years of dedicated service as the Army Life Profes-
sional Counselor. She has been given the President’s
bronze service award for her 122 hours of volunteer
work at the local United Service Organization cen-
ter, the Eighth Army Certificate of Appreciation, and
the Certificate of Achievement from Brian D. Allgood
Community Hospital. However, according to Ji Sun,
the most rewarding part of her work is being able to
help whoever is in need whenever they call on her.

"l want every Soldier to know that you're not alone,
I'm happy to offer my time no matter where or
when,” said Ji Sun. "The first step to getting help is
asking for it."

For any KATUSA or ROK Soldiers seeking help, con-
tact Jung Ji Sun at jslove@army.mil or jmdlove@
daum.net, DSN: 0502-1756-7196, Mobile: +82-10-
4693-7770 or contact the suicide prevention hotline
at 1303.

Story by Pfc. Samuel Puleo
2ID/RUCD Public Affairs Office
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Women who have broken barriers
and have succeeded in their field
areas can inspire other women to
follow in their footsteps. Their pres-
ence also promotes diversity, showing
younger recruits that the military val-
ues the contributions of all its mem-
bers, regardless of gender.

The commitment to helping younger
Soldiers is strongly shown through the
“Sisters in Arms” mentorship program
hosted by the 11th Engineer Battalion,
2nd Infantry Division Sustainment Bri-
gade, 2nd Infantry Division/ROK-U.S.
Combined Division, at Camp Hum-
phreys, South Korea. The program is
run by Capts. Kimberly Campbell and
Pahola Gonzalez, 1st Lt. Chloe Foster,
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and Mrs. Elizabeth Kinney, a Soldier
and Family Readiness Group (SFRG)
member.

“When | arrived in Korea, st Lt.
Madeline Messare had started up the
program, so when she PCS’d [perma-
nently changed stations], | felt that

it was my duty as a leader and as a
woman to continue this program to
bring us together,” said Campbell.

The program offers opportunities to
get together and build a community
for those Soldiers who are moving
away from home for the first time and
don't know anybody and might rely
on more female companionship for
friendships and guidance.

In
arms

“This was my first time joining a
mentorship program,” said Staff
Sgt. Rosetta Atchinson, the 11th
ENG BN property book operations
noncommissioned officer in charge,
and a member of Sister in Arms. ‘|
joined because in every unit | have
been to, it's always been majority
male. | wanted to get more infor-
mation and better myself while
helping others.”

Their meetings are held on the last
Friday of every month, where an
open discussion, guest speaker, or
planned event takes place.

Most recently, the program has
started to do quarterly trips
through the Leadership Develop-
ment Program with the ministry
team. The LPD trips have allowed
Soldiers to expand the mentorship
program outside the classroom and
gain some cultural immersion within
South Korea.
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“Coming up in April, we'll be doing
a guided trip to Incheon Landing
again,” said Foster. “We'll go out
there and learn about the local
area and its culture. These trips
have helped us bond more as a
community.”

To spread the word about the
program, the leaders have taken
it upon themselves to post flyers
around the battalion, walk around
the different motor pools during

their respective units.

The mentorship program is not
closed off to just females. Males
are also encouraged to attend
meetings and events. The goal of
the program is to create a sup-
portive community for females
who can support each other and
their goals in the Army.

“The importance of this organiza-
tion is to develop leadership, to
gain resources, gain confidence,

this group is to help female Sol-
diers to get guidance and to know
that they are not alone.”

While there is still progress to

be made, the accomplishments
of military women to date are a
testament to their fortitude. Their
commitment to excellence has
empowered others to stand tall in
defense of equality. Their mento-
ring will ensure the future sisters
are battle-ready and equipped to
enter the world as equals.

and gain a better understanding of
the Army,” said Atchinson. “Every-
body thinks that this is a predom-

motor pool Monday and created
stickers to pass out to Soldiers
during base-wide events or while

Soldiers are in-processing into

inantly male workforce. | feel like

Story by Spc. Alison Strout
2ID/RUCD Public Affairs Office
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In support of the Armistice
Agreement, Freedom Shield
24 underscores the endur-
ing military partnership be-
tween the ROK and the U.S.

It reinforces the role of the
Alliance as the linchpin for
regional peace and security,
reaffirming the unwavering
commitment of the United
States to defend the Re-
public of Korea.
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