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U.S. SERVICE MEMBERS AND JAPANESE CITIZENS PARTICIPATE IN KURAKAKE CASTLE FESTIVAL

BEBDERRILCWBRITI CI DN NE
1309 LEHKEBA. KEFFHREDARR
R RMLTWBEDTIFHIE A,
“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued
by Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,

for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,

to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles

and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may
not always reflect the official views or
opinions of the U.S. government or the
U.S. Department of Defense.

YORTITON B8 S EUHFEGEIX 1 S55FDAAHICE
cEDEREHVEBRLTL S,

U.S. Marines and Sailors from Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni participate
in the annual Kurakake Castle Festival in Kuga Town, Iwakuni, Japan, Nov.
19, 2023. Iwakuni held the annual Kurakake Castle Festival and Samurai
Parade to commemorate Lord Oyakata-sama and his men’s bravery during
the Great Battle of Faith in 1555.

Photo by Cpl. Isaac Orozco
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U.S. Marines and Sailors from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni pose for a picture during the
annual Kurakake Castle Festival in Kuga Town, lwakuni, Japan, Nov. 19, 2023.
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o

arines and Sailors from MCAS Iwakuni
traveled to Kuga to participate in the Kurakake
Castle Festival, Nov. 19, 2023. Volunteers were dressed
in samurai battle armor with the help of festival staff to
participate in the Samurai Parade during the festival.
Iwakuni City held this annual festival and parade
to commemorate Lord Oyakata-sama and his men’s
bravery during the Great Battle of Faith in 1555.

Photos by Cpl Isaac Orozco
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ZEVTFOREZES KBEEFREEMZEM, FISTHRASTHABRDOIA T -J)— /AR,
U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Aidyn Green, an administrative specialist assigned to Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, is dressed in samurai battle
armor with the help of festival staff for the annual Kurakake Castle Festival in Kuga Town,
Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 19, 2023.
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HAZM T ZRET SMAG-12 MAG-12 Trains Throughout Japan

AT 1 23R TR (MAG-12) $54 F D55 23 2 L MR B Bk (VMFA- arine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 232 and Marine Fighter
232) BRUHE 2421 SR B B (VMFA-242) HY, 20234 12A7H Attack Squadron (VMFA) 242 with Marine Aircraft Group (MAG)
MH20H X T\ iz AR FEEHNC IO T OKE R ICBE D 2 243 i s 12, participated in bilateral training with the Japan Air Self-Defense Force
(ATR) D—ER& LT, iz AR 305/ Tk L O —FEIRIFIIC SN Lz, (JASDF) 305th Tactical Fighter Squadron as a part of Nyutabaru Aviation
ATRZT7'Z L&, Wy T OB E 7 27 8k 9 % 728>, VMFA-232°MAG-12D & Training Relocation (ATR), at JASDF Nyutabaru Air Base, Japan, from Dec.
I75A YRR O K i 2% 5B Y A F RIS P & H BE 72 mrsd DD AR L TLoR08Z 020}
& BHEMMSEEN T GAT Tl Z T2 8 D TH % il EEM T Tb NI 5D The ATR program allows U.S. aviation units in the Indo-Pacific, such
ATRZ'T17'Z I\ Tld MAG-1 255 DM 22 B #1555 305 R Tk & & BISFIIBRZT T, as VMFA-232 and MAG-12, to train away from their home station to
L CHINGRBZ @ CTHEV O Z2 [ E U S TERENo 28t Uz, reduce local noise impacts while increasing operational readiness and

interoperability. During this year’s ATR program at Nyutabaru Air Base,
MAG-12 forces trained alongside the JASDF’s 305th Tactical Fighter
Squadron to build upon each other’s tactics and reinforce their combined
operational readiness through safe and realistic training.

2023412878, MZEBEHFEREN TITbN L RER RGBT 230, $232E L8 2023128 14H. KEBERICHES] ATR) (D—% & iy vl =
WAL (VMFA-232) RIS DR A7 1L > ik () ERZE B ETRE. B305RITRBRRDHTH HEIFNERR, AZE B GREICF/A-18h— 3 FDIHAII DL THiBE%E 552328 RITi R

20234128188 KEBRICHSMZEFNIRISER (ATR) D—IRE LTHHEREM TREE N BXK 2023128128 REBRFICHSMZEIREEE (ATR) D—RE LCHREREM TR N BX

HRINR, FATAIRIEZ1T S, 5523278 LRI BER R (VMFA-232) D ZEM AR R L. VR HEEIED. A2 EEPRRICHIT RN -#alAR 1> b (FARP) DRES AERK T 551285 IS—Z Tl BB L LR FARE B (VMFA-232) DIR a1 TIL-RIVTA ZA=EEE (B), BB L1 EN - FARE
77— AT~ ER ERLEX AR FATARK (MAG-12) 17 1B REFEIR e (MWSS-171) OBRBR. BR.L1EXFFAfER U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Michael McMahon, the commanding officer of Marine Fighter Attack U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Emmanuel Martinez, right, an aircraft ordnance technician with Marine
U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Christopher Seyler, an airframes mechanic with Marine Fighter Attack U.S. Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron (MWSS) 171, Marine Aircraft Group 12 Squadron (VMFA) 232, Marine Aircraft Group (MAG) 12, left, and Japan Air Self-Defense Force Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 232, Marine Aircraft Group (MAG) 12, gives a brief about
Squadron (VMFA) 232, Marine Aircraft Group (MAG) 12, conducts pre-flight checks during demonstrate forward arming and refueling point operations to service members with the (JASDF) Lt. Col. Shoichi Shinden, the commander of the 305th Tactical Fighter Squadron, an F/A-18 Hornet aircraft to a Japan Air Self-Defense Force (JASDF) service member during
Nyutabaru Aviation Training Relocation at Japan Air Self-Defense Force Nyutabaru Air Base, Japan Air Self-Defense Force (JASDF) during Nyutabaru Aviation Training Relocation at shake hands after a press conference at JASDF Nyutabaru Air Base, Japan, Dec. 7, 2023. Nyutabaru Aviation Training Relocation at JASDF Nyutabaru Air Base, Japan, Dec. 14, 2023.
Japan, Dec. 18, 2023. Photo by Cpl. Raymond Tong JASDF Nyutabaru Air Base, Japan, Dec. 12, 2023. Photo by Cpl. Raymond Tong Photo by Cpl. Raymond Tong Photo by Cpl. Raymond Tong
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~ Response Group, demonstrate how to secure cargo during a training
exercise at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 12, 2023.

US. Air Force
36th Contingency
Response Group

Conducts Training
at MCAS Iwakuni

uring the week of December

11, 2023, the United States
Air Force 36th Contingency
Response Group conducted joint
training with the Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron
Logistics Department and
members of the Japan Air Self-
Defense Force on MCAS Iwakuni.
Throughout the week, the group
completed subject matter expert
exchanges on contingency fueling
operations, aircraft servicing,
cargo preparation, and security.
The training focused on equipment
and process interoperability in a
contested logistics environment and
culminated in a complex nighttime
joint logistics movement exercise
under black-out conditions.

Photos by Cpl Darien Wright
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i fense Force Cap Atsushi ) |th ir C S oup, Air Support
Command Ie WEWMIOT irman Dalton Calhoun, an aerial port journey  with 36th Contingency
Response Group, demonstrates how to sec\‘re CW&K Marine Corps Air Station Iw akHEi, Japan,

Dec. 12, 20
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an Merritt, an aerospace ground equipment speciali

0A generator during a training e

=
U S.Hr Foﬂ:e Airman 1st Class Abigail Dalton, left, and Airman Curtis
Norrs"bsth.alrt portation specialists with 36th Contingency

h"Contlngency Response Grou:
gglarlne Corps Air Statlon Iwiﬂn" a
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Ready, Set, Go!

Tour de Flightline

arine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan held

the 2023 Tour de Flightline bicycle race, Nowv.
19, 2023. The event was open to the base and local
community, and it included a competitive 30km race
and a non-competitive 11km route.

The Tour De Flightline is one of many community
relations and athletic events held on base, and it marked
the first time a competition or athletic event was held
on the runway.

Awards were given to the top 3 finishers for each age
category, as well as overall male and female.

L
2023F 11 A9BSR BEBEERZEM TS RSN 2023F11A19BICRBEREEMZEMTH TRESI N 2023F 11 A19B8ICRBEBEEMZEMTHH CREI N
FBIEY =V F- TS5 bSA VT d—ILNE@ADSYIIUR BIEY— )V R TS5A AV T L—RADOBIEERFDOY AV FBIEY =)V R TS PSAV T L—RIBMITEDH VIR
b BE:SYFIIN TR TV =FEE AMeB, BRI FTEY RSy YRR b, BH FAEY RSy Y ER
A cyclist turns into the finish line during the Tour De Cyclists take part in a bicycle race during the inaugural Tour Cyclists take part in a bicycle race during the inaugural Tour
Flightline at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. De Flightline at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, De Flightline at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan,
19, 2023. Photo by Sgt. Mitchell Austin Nov. 19, 2023. Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz Nov. 19, 2023. Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz
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THROWBACK TO TORIl TELLER

December 21, 1990 Vol. 35, No. 49

Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at MCAS
Iwakuni from the 1950’ to 2005.

The Ugly " and “Kelly's

Heroes", starring
Clint Eastwood.” The command
ing officer of the air station was
Col. H. L. Van Campen, and the
enlistod club entertainment foa-
tured “The Quintet.™ The date
was Dec, 23, 1970.,. the day FEN
TV 73 went on the air for the
first time here.

Armed with black and white
camaeras, the small staff of Ma.
rines, sailors and civilians went
on the air at 4 p.m. The crew
continued to broadeast until mid-
night, Monday through Fridav
Color telovision was a futuristic
dend and satellite programming
was unheard of in military

I | he Sakura Theater
was showing " Tho
Good, The Bad and

broadensting

Sunday marks FEN's Hih
anniversary of service to the air
station’s audience. The station
hag grown from 5 175,00 worth
of TV equipment to several mil-
livn dollars, working with the lat
esl, state-of -the-art broadeast
technology. Satellite program.
ming went an-the-mir on Aug, 6,

1989 shawing n live basoball gnme,

Teoday FEM broadeasts 85

hours of satellite programming

20 YEARS QLD

also attend the broadcast school,

but are required to attend the

Journalism and Shipboard Infor-

mation Training and Entertain-

ment {SITE} course in addition

to the normal broadeast course.
In 1988, the channel was

chunged o UHF 66, and program-

ming was increased a8 more peo
ple were assigned to FEN for duty.

Crperations at FEN work much
like that of & commercial televi-

sion station. The only exception
15 the lack of television commer
cials selling products, Unlike the
early days of FEN, thay now
broadcast radio and television 24
houra-a-day.

The location of FEM hasn't al-
ways boen the same. Like most
things on the air station, they
have changed over the yenrs, The
latest move cama in the early Ths
from the older building where

“C" gnte i now

located, to where they are now,
Broadeast shows have gone
[rom three-day old newscasts, to
live up-Lto-date programming. The
San Francisgco earthquake and
“Operation Just Cause” in Pan.
ama are just a couple of ‘live’ sto-
ries FEN has carried since going
satellite. Most saporting events
nre nlso carried lve, giving the
Iwakuni audience the fesling of
being there instead of hawving to

a week, in addition ta

read the resulis

abaut 90 howrs of
videalaped pro
Erams.

The joint service
atafl assigned ko
FEM are put through
a rigorous, 12 wesk
course al the De
fense Information
School at Fort Ben-
jamin Harrizon,
Indiana. Mavy
serrvioemem bors

two days later in
A REWEDAPET.

Television pro-
gramming has
alse changed
drastically ower
the years, In the
beginning, the
detachment
didn"t have a
video library
Today though,
FEN has a

Gpigd, & O Bonad-phoios

stock of several hundred movies,
siteoms and drama shows to

choose from locally,
During a natural disaster, the

commanding of ficer of the air sta-

tion has the option to use FEN to
get the word out to all people
within brosdenst range, The
television signal travels as far as
Hirashima, while the radio signal
has been picked up as far as
Koren.

“Serving those who serve,” is
FEN's motta. FEN Iwakuni has
been broadeasting here with -
din sinen 1952 and television for
2 years. They continue to im-
prove the service with equipmoni
and better programming, and will
continue their steady march into
the Zlst century.

By S5gt. John Kitchen
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Participants in the annual Iwakuni Friendship Relay
Marathon begin the race at the Atago Sports Complexi inmg
Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 3, 2023.
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Staff members of the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Northside Mess Hall pose for a photo with the Marine Corps
Community Services Iwakuni mascot before the annual Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon at the Atago Sports Complex in

Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 3, 2023.
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\,,MCAS Iwakuni Communl ty'\ embers Pa j'rtlmpate in the IWak‘LflhirFriendship Relay Marathon
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AT 2202341230, THHEE
UL —<oV Y in SIS K
SRS EfZE O\ EETTRAS
iz,

COVL =TV NI EE T B
L TWBEDT, ZIER LA EG
TEHRIEHNE R UERTERHNELT
Wb,

AN, IR N AR A F 2
— LR 758 SR D BN 3F—LDFE
EhiTbNiz,

GE A Z N TVNR

2023F12A3HICEERDEERR—YaYTL /71‘(551&*1’171 TEXFEUL—<5Y22023 in BEIT. T EEETEME,
Participants in the annual Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon pass a sash during the race at the Atago Sports Complex in
Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 3, 2023.

13 2024 &

embers of Marine Corps Air

Station (MCAS) Iwakuni
and the Iwakuni City community
participated in the Iwakuni
Friendship Relay Marathon at the
Atago Sports Complex, in Iwakuni,
Japan, Dec. 3, 2023.

This annual event between
MCAS Iwakuni and Iwakuni City
is held to build camaraderie in the
community and provide a fun event
for participants to run in a friendly
competition.

There were awards presented
for the top three teams in different
categories, including primary
school-aged, international, and best

costume.
Photos by Cpl. Calah Thompson

2024 Spring

.. = - -
2023 12A3RICEEHOBRERAR—Y AV TL v I A TRESN I TBRBEYL —< 522023 in 5EI T, LUREEZISY
EMES.

Participants in the annual wak
Dec. 3, 2023.

iendship Relay Marathon run up a hill at the Atag‘orts Complex in lwakuni, Japan,

—

202312838, BEHOBERAR—YIAYTL v/ R TSN EREEL —< 52023 in SEIKT % £ SEEES,
KiBEFERMZEMSE FBFEREEMZERDERF—LIRYN—H—10DX42/\—,

Members of the “Sushi Burger” relay team, a combined team comprised of U.S. Marines and Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force members, pose for a group photo after the annual Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon at the Atago Sports Complex in
Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 3, 2023.
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Faces of IWAKUNI:
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14 Every day you should come into work

and try to be better than you were
yesterday. If you get off work and you’re not
exhausted, you didn’t give it your best. Every day
is an opportunity to get better, smarter, faster,
and stronger. Don’t waste it,” said Gunnery Sgt.
Robert Navarro, the staff noncommissioned
officer in charge of S-3, Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron (H&HS), Marine Corps
Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni.

Growing up in San Diego, California,
young Navarro lived at home with his mom,
struggling throughout most of his childhood
trying to live a normal life. He was surrounded
by substance abuse, gang violence, and death,
exposing him to the harsh realities of the world.

“I wouldn’t change any of it. It taught me
self-confidence, patience, and resiliency. It
helped me develop into a more understanding
and compassionate leader,” said Navarro.

His mother had her own share of problems,
and though her influence on him was not
always a positive one, she played a large role in
helping him develop into the leader he is today.

“He has a bold attitude; he’ll stand up
for his Marines, and he’ll stop at nothing to
take care of you,” said U.S. Marine Corps
Sgt. Magdalena Mendoza, an administrative
specialist with H&HS, MCAS Iwakuni, about
Navarro, who — despite not being in the same
work section — has made a positive impact on
her and the other Marines in her shop, as well
as his own.

“He immediately started making changes to
how we operated. He would conduct physical
training with the S-3 and S-1. He really helped
boost the morale of both the shops,” said Mendoza.

Even before joining the Marine Corps, Navarro
had witnessed the kind of special bond that
Marines have with one another. When Navarro
was living with his father, an active-duty Marine,
he saw the sense of brotherhood and bravado the
Marines had, and he wanted to experience that
for himself. That was one of the few things that
influenced him to join the Marine Corps.

“I remember how much happier and
healthier his lifestyle was. I was lucky to be
able to spend my last two years of high school
living with my dad,” stated Navarro.

Shortly after graduating high school in
2007, he attended college at California State
University, San Bernardino, where he planned
to pursue his goal of becoming a Marine Corps
aviator. Soon after, he decided to scrap this
pursuit and instead enlisted to help fight in the
Global War on Terrorism.

“There’s a war going on, I can always come
back to college," thought Navarro. “I wanted

16

U (Y R



EEEMOBES

17

TV 572 B OHICRI TS B DD
%b\&ﬁﬁ‘%%ﬂoﬁb\oﬁo

2008FETHICT —hFr T T3 5L,
0 —SE EH IR IFIIORRK GRAE DA g B B
=R, Z TTHIEZE T DRD T T2k
KBRS 2T LT B, CDA—ABNNHP, ki1t
BRI TFICERE LU 72,

I ABCL W] I, Bl UTO S #2150
BTl \a—FHEH OGS HEE -
DIFV—Z—DIFE S DIKRE 5Tz,

A LU= TCOETE>TzC AT EEmMS 7
FBTENIFEAET, E}EEHH%E%H%L&L;&&WO
12o B Ml 23 2D 72 B LTV 5, Ul
b\l{\ﬁ_bj’f;b§ 17%?5@%}@%%#1473@’(%117‘:‘”
ZIBE BAMMETEONEHSTEZETN
Babkhholz, S AZT I LT h iz, JEF N
O—EHEIFET,

AL HNTZ T T g U & R B O ER
Mg —FHEZHDY) =X =LK LTz,

BE.S-3D FHAHY M EEE LT 2 \a—55H
HIIEEKBICKE R B 52 SN Fr U7
ZHEUTHETEAE. FHTLTWAHIE H
DIEOIBERR B TZ S TZEICE AT E S TR
MRS S T H PO EICHELTWS,

[ B EDRIITTWATEZZIESL
WERKCTW A iR E M 2 8 LT B2
BT SN ZENEFICANSNS XS BT
BoxtEENAMTIXIRL R T BT EN T, )

AEFEMISEMTELUTH S, I\ —EFHEIIH S
DREERE HE 2 A ERM TRT 5 — 7. I
DiES T ZATHE LTINS,

to go right into the front of the fight. It wasn’t
a pride thing at first, I just wanted the worst
of it: the killing, the fighting, and the misery. I
wanted to see if [ had it in me.”

Navarro eventually graduated boot camp
in July of 2008 and made his way to Infantry
Training Battalion (now called Infantry Marine
Course) where he would find the challenge he
was looking for. In his class, he would volunteer
to become a 0331-infantry machine gunner.

In the early days of his career, Navarro
would quickly experience the hardships
the infantry had to offer, one of the more
prominent being poor leadership in his case.

“When I was a junior Marine, the most I got
were direct orders, never an explanation. If T
knew what I was doing, I would do it, and if
I didn’t know what I was doing, I would have
to figure it out. If I messed it up, I would get
hazed,” said Navarro

His treatment as a junior Marine, mixed
with his experiences growing up, molded him
into the leader he would later become. Today,
as the staff noncommissioned officer in charge
of the MCAS Iwakuni, H&HS, S-3, he has a
greater influence on Marines and can help them
progress through their careers. He treats his
Marines with the respect and understanding he
wished he was afforded as a young Marine.

“It’s cool now because now I'm helping
everyone. I can ask the Marines what it is they
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need; I help them get it. 'm now supporting
instead of being supported.”

Since moving to the installation, he’s brought
all his experience and wisdom along with him
while maintaining an open mind in learning
about a different side of the Marine Corps.

The air station is currently working on
renovations for the indoor small arms range
(ISAR) to improve the accessibility of training
for on base personnel. Navarro supervises
and manages renovations for the ISAR; when
renovations are complete Marines and Sailors
will be able to acquire weapon qualifications
here on base which is essential to improve the
combat readiness of the installation.

In addition to his work to help improve the
base, Navarro constantly strives to maintain
that lethality he had as a young Marine and
instill his Marines with the same mindset. His
Marines have great respect for him due to his
positive attitude and his charismatic personality.

“He’s a Marine with a lot of experiences. He
embodies the basic principles of what a Marine
is. I appreciate his leadership style and the way
he takes care of his Marines,” said Mendoza.

“I want to give more,” stated Navarro.

“I want the Marines to feel better about
themselves and make them more confident
in not only themselves but feel confidence in
everything they do, whether it be their job,
martial arts, or playing sports.”
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Master Sgt. Dylan Theberge and his three
daughters coached soccer for 3-4 year old
children for youth sports. They went above
and beyond to teach the children proper basic
soccer skills in a fun way and made the season

a good experience for the whole family.
Photo by Cpl. Calah Thompson

The Theberg family poses for a photo with
U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard Rusnok, right
back, and Sgt. Maj. Jody Armentrout, /eft back,
after receiving the Impact Iwakuni Award.

o)

One of the Theberg family members, right,
high fives with Sgt. Maj. Jody Armentrout,
left, after receiving the Impact lwakuni Award.
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The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those who contribute to our community and improve the

livelihood of dependents, contractors and service members alike and aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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Mr. Arsenio Pabon volunteered to lead the

planning for the 2023 Hispanic Heritage

Month celebration closing ceremony in

October. For over 6 months, Mr. Pabon

spent countless hours of his personal time

coordinating with DoDEA teachers, MCCS,

the Library, families of dancers, and other

participants to make the event a huge success.
Photos by Lance Cpl. Brian Long
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Mr. Arsenio Pabon, center, poses for a photo
with U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard Rusnok,
right, and Sgt. Maj. Jody Armentrout, /eft, after
receiving the Impact Iwakuni Award.
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Takemoto-san provides members of Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni the opportunity
to volunteer at and donate to the Mahakun
animal shelter in Hofu, Yamaguchi by
leading and coordinating extensive
volunteer efforts. The shelter is home to
over 50 dogs and cats that volunteers play

with and help take care of.
Photo by Lance Cpl. Colin Thibault

Ms. Akiko Takemoto, center, poses for a photo
with her friends after receiving the Impact
Iwakuni Award.

Mr. Arsenio Pabon, center, poses for a
photo with his coworkers and friends after
receiving the Impact Iwakuni Award.
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Ms. Akiko Takemoto, right, poses for a phot6
with U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard Rusnok
after receiving the Impact Iwakuni Award.
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U.S. Navy Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jeffrey
Kempton with American Forces Network Iwakuni, operates

a control panel during a live broadcast at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 7, 2023.

2024 &

AMERICAN FORCES NETWORK

TUNING IN TO AFN
i -

, Lance Cpl. Isabella ‘

S, a nd U.S. Navy Mass
ery Kempton, all with American

rom turning on the radio in
the morning and hearing

“serving America's best!” to seeing a
commercial on TV or opening your
phone, the American Forces Network
(AFN), is everywhere you go.

AFN supports numerous
individuals and organizations at
the installation with photo, video,
and radio coverage to produce
entertaining and informative products
and to give back to the community.

“As a network, we are providing
a free service to service members,
DoD (Department of Defense)
affiliated contractors, and
spouses,” said U.S. Navy Mass
Communication Specialist 1st Class
Taylor DiMartino, the operations
manager for AFN Iwakuni. “We
are free radio for anybody that you
know that wants to tune in and
listen to free entertainment.”

AFN Iwakuni not only excels
in radio broadcasting and news
but also extends its expertise to
dynamic DdJ services and masterful
event announcements, contributing
significantly to the vibrant
atmosphere at Marine Corps Air
Station (MCAS) Iwakuni. Moreover,
AFN Iwakuni actively engages with
the local community by offering
enlightening tours of their facilities
to school children. This initiative
provides a unique opportunity for
students to gain insights into AFN
Iwakuni’s advanced equipment and
daily operations.

2024 Spring

“The highlight of AFN Iwakuni
has to be our radio station,
as we are unique from other
Marine Corps COMMSTRAT
(Communication Strategy and
Operations) posts because of this
transmitter we have,” explains
Lance Cpl. Brian Bolin, a combat
photographer and radio broadcaster
with AFN Iwakuni.

AFN Iwakuni operates as an
integrated entity comprising two
distinct sections, each playing
a specialized role, with the
broadcasting section being the voice
of both AFN Iwakuni and the base,
while the news section focuses on
creating engaging and memorable
videos to inform the air station
community. It is within the unique
synergy of these two sections
that AFN Iwakuni's recognizable
identity is formed.

This division not only
underscores AFN Iwakuni’s
multifaceted capabilities but also
enhances its ability to fulfill a
broad spectrum of functions, such
as producing, on average, six video
products every week even when
the minimum required is only one
product a week.

Active engagement within the
community has garnered notable
recognition and an esteemed
reputation, exemplified by the news
section.“Our news department just
absolutely dominates. We do more
videos and more high quality videos

UNIT FEATURE

Stories and photos by Cpl. Peter Rawlins

and news packages than any other
AFN, and in the pacific especially,”
said Bolin.

In addition to informing and
entertaining, AFN Iwakuni can
bring a reassuring presence to U.S.
service members, especially while
being away from their loved ones
and in a foreign country.

With the presence of AFN and
all that they do for the community,
“U.S. Service members stationed
here in Japan get that little bit of
‘home’ that they might be missing,”
said Bolin.

“By using social media and
radio, we can inform the public
about what events are happening
on base to bring the community
together and bring awareness to
things that are available on base,”
said DiMartino. “We are the driving
force behind a new initiative to
become more operational, or by
implementing a lot of our messaging
into operations around the region.”

AFN Iwakuni plays an essential
role in increasing community
engagement, consistently drawing
attention from residents. Recognized
as an indispensable component of
daily life at the air station, AFN
Iwakuni stands as a key contributor
to the overall enjoyment and
enduring memories associated with
residing on MCAS Iwakuni for U.S.
and Japanese service members and
personnel alike.
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