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Story by Emiley Murphy and Morgan Over, 
CFAY Public Affairs 
Photos by Ryo Isobe and Tetsuya Morita, 
CFAY Public Affairs

For some people, the idea of building a house is a 
simple one. Hire an architect, choose and approve 
plans and then hire someone to build it. The 

tricky part comes when a house is no longer needed, 
particularly if it’s more than a hundred years old and 
has historic and cultural value.  For Commander, Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka (CFAY), this was an actual scenario at 
the turn of the 21st century. 

Located on a hill directly across from Afloat Training Group 
Western Pacific and behind the CPO Club stood a house 
built at the inception of the naval base itself. A sizable 
house by Japanese standards, the wood frame structure 
was constructed in 1869 for deputy director Jules César 
Claude Thibaudier, a 29-year-old French maritime 
engineer. Thibaudier had been hired to assist François 
Léonce Verny, also a maritime engineer, in the building of 
the Yokosuka Iron Works, which would later become CFAY 
when it was turned over to the U.S. Navy in 1945.

Yokosuka City holds the opening ceremony of Modern Heritage 
Museum Thibaudier Residence. Phillip Setton, French 
Ambassador to Japan, gave a congratulatory greeting in 
French for the opening ceremony of Modern Heritage Museum 
Thibaudier Residence. 

Coming to Japan at 29 years old, he stayed for nine years 
to oversee such projects as the building of Dry Dock 1, 
finished in 1871, and Dry Dock 3, finished in 1874. While 
Verny traveled back and forth to France, Thibaudier took 
the lead for the French engineers, according to Tsutomu 
Shinno, assistant chief of the Cultural Promotion Division, 
Sports, and Culture for the City of Yokosuka. 

“[The house] was specifically built for Thibaudier,” said 
Shinno. “Once Thibaudier left Japan, the Japanese 
Imperial Navy used the house. After that, from one to 
another, [the house had] different purposes, such as a 
meeting place … and a [U.S. Navy] church” said Shinno. 
The building was finally used as a meeting place for the 
Freemason’s according to Shinno. 

From 1878 to 2003, the house was used until the added 
outbuildings developed termites. 

“[The] U.S. Navy understood the importance of this as 
a historical building, so the U.S. Navy paid money to 
deconstruct the building for future reconstruction,” said 
Kyoko Sugita, community relations specialist for CFAY. 

When the house was first constructed in 1869, there 

Historic landmark reconstructed as Historic landmark reconstructed as 
heritage museumheritage museum

The original Thibaudier residence was situated atop a hill  at 
the Yokosuka Naval Arsenal, behind today's locations of Afloat 
Training Group Western Pacific and CFAY's Chief Petty Officer 
club.
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The staff at the Thibaudier House Tourist Center and Museum 
demonstrate an electronic touch panel display showcasing 
various sites of historical and cultural significance in Yokosuka 
to Commander, Fleet Activities Yokosuka public affairs office 
and community relations office personnel. Jules César Claude 
Thibaudier, the museum’s namesake, was a French naval 
engineer and deputy chief administrator of the Yokosuka Iron 
Works in the 1860s and 1870s. 

Seven Sailors and civilians take the Oath of Allegiance 
during a naturalization ceremony aboard the historic 
Japanese battleship Mikasa. After the Oath of 
Allegiance, these seven candidates originally from 
Cote d’Ivoire, the Philippines, Sierra Leone and Taiwan 
became naturalized citizens of the United States of 
America. (Photo by Mass Communication Specialist 
2nd Class Tyler R. Fraser, CFAY Public Affairs)

were no existing architectural plans, so before the house 
was taken down in 2003, new plans were drawn to help 
with reconstruction. 

These plans would assist the city of Yokosuka in 
rebuilding the house on the edge of Verny Park. 
Dismantled piece-by-piece, the project took four months 
and was officially given to the city in March 2004. The 
entire disassembled building has been stored in a 
Yokosuka city high school since it was turned over.

In rebuilding, the city of Yokosuka reconstructed the 
outside of Thibaudier’s house employing modern 
techniques and utilizing some of the original materials. 
The inside of the house, however, was reimagined to 
allow for its modern application as a museum and visitor’s 
center. The trestle beams and some of the original 
elements were used inside the structure but, a newer, 
more open layout, lends modern visitors a touch of the 
past mixed with current Japanese technology. 

“This floor plan was actually added when the building 
was deconstructed. Museum staff tried to draw [the 
floor plan] because the original floor plan [did not have] 
enough information” said Shinno. Located closer to the 
Coaska Mall, the new house was strategically placed in 
Verny Park directly across Yokosuka Cove from where 
the original house once stood. The hill now sits empty 
across from Afloat Training Group West, but acts as a 
watch stander for what was the location of the original 
Thibaudier house for 134 years. 

On May 29, the City of Yokosuka opened the Yokosuka 

Modern Heritage Museum Thibaudier Residence.

Included as part of the museum is a mock-up of one 
of the rooms from Thibaudier’s house, complete with 
a table, chairs, plates, and a fireplace. Additionally, the 
new museum showcases a historical movie highlighting 
Japan’s modern heritage, an interactive map showing 
the area as it used to be, and more historical information 
about Yokosuka. 

For individuals interested in more information, the city 
will provide four museum staff members who speak 
English.  The museum is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
There is no admission fee but it does cost 200 yen per 
person to watch the historical movie. 
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MANAGING YOUR RISKMANAGING YOUR RISKMANAGING YOUR RISKMANAGING YOUR RISK
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PATIENT ADVISORY
Beginning June 1 COVID-19 Testing ProcessBeginning June 1 COVID-19 Testing Process

Travelers are responsible for arriving 72 hours in advance of travel.

Here To Serve With Care 

In order to safely accommodate the increased volume of personnel requiring COVID testing for pre-travel 
COVID antigen testing and exit ROM, please report to the Stork's Nest Clinic at the following times. 
Exit ROM:  Monday - Friday, 8 to 9:30 a.m. 
Pre-Travel: (Last names A to M): 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
       (Last names N to Z): 12:15 to 3 p.m.

Travelers are responsible for arriving 72 hours in advance of travel. 

Patients will receive antigen (rapid) test results within 15 minutes of testing.
Travelers are also responsible for complying with travel destination requirements. For example, some 
airlines and states/countries require "PCR testing ONLY." Please notify staff if your travel requires PCR testing, 
as that requires additional processing. 
If you have previously tested positive for COVID-19 within the 3 months leading up to your travel, please 
contact the USNH Yokosuka COVID Admin team at 046-816-7553/2650/2600, Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. (DSN 243) 
NOTE: Haneda and Narita airports offer rapid COVID testing at a cost.
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Vehicle Registration OfficeVehicle Registration Office
Effective May 12Effective May 12

VRO hours of operation: 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday-FridayVRO hours of operation: 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday-Friday

• Scheduled appointments have priority through June 2021.• Scheduled appointments have priority through June 2021.
• Walk-ins for all services are available on a space available basis and will be served between • Walk-ins for all services are available on a space available basis and will be served between 
 scheduled appointments. scheduled appointments.
Note:Note: Walk-in wait times may be significant and customers are not guaranteed to be served without  Walk-in wait times may be significant and customers are not guaranteed to be served without 
an appointment.an appointment.

Starting June 7, VRO will support walk-ins only, no appointment.Starting June 7, VRO will support walk-ins only, no appointment.

Skip the line! Process documents online!
https://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrj/installations/cfa_yokosuka/om/security/vehicle_registation.html 
Customer Support Email: CFAY-VRO-PROCESSING@FE.NAVY.MIL
Call 046-816-5011 between 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

RLSO Western Pacific RLSO Western Pacific 
Legal Assistance Notary Walk-In HoursLegal Assistance Notary Walk-In Hours

Notary hours (Effective Monday, May 17) 
Notary walk-ins: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
*Notary appointments: Monday - Thursday, 1 to 3:30 p.m. 
*Required for closing documents, real estate POAs, and will executions
For questions, please contact your local legal assistance office: 
 • YokosukaLegaIAssistance@fe.navy.miI
 • SaseboLegalAssistance@fe.navy.miI
 • GuamLegaIAssistance@fe.navy.miI

Self-help SPOAs:
 • Prior to walking in, please complete and print any SPOA required at the below website
 • SPOA Website: https:/ / www.jag.navy.mil/legal_services/SPOA.htm

Notary Identification Requirements:
 • All customers: Military ID card (i.e. CAC, dependent/retiree ID card) and a second form of 
  unexpired photo state/federal ID with a signature.
 • SOFA licenses are NOT acceptable identification
 • Civilian/dependent of civilian: copy of sponsor's letter of employment/inbound PCS orders 
  that show sponsor is not a local hire
 • Contractor/dependent of contractor: Copy of sponsor's contract



Fleet and Family Support CenterFleet and Family Support Center
(FFSC) Yokosuka(FFSC) Yokosuka

All FFSC services are available in person and remotely via phone and video conferencing
For information and assistance, contact us via email at: ffscinfo@fe.navy.mil,

or call Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

To sign up for Area Orientation Brief, email AOBICR@fe.navy.mil and please include the date 
you wish to attend, your name, rate/rank, command, phone number, personal email, and 
spouses name if applicable.

Visit the FFSC Yokosuka Japan Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/ffscyokosukajapan

• Fleet and Family Support Center, Work and Family Life Services, Ikego FFSC, and TAPS,
 please call DSN 243-3372 or 046-816-3372.

• For Counseling and Advocacy Services please call DSN 243-7878 or 046-816-7878 off base.

• For SAPR Program assistance or to make a report please call 080-8409-8610.

• To Report Domestic Violence or Child Abuse call DSN 243-7878 or 046-816-7878 off base.
 You can also call the FAP Duty Phone at 080-5511-4498.

Note: CIRCC does not make policy and cannot/will not provide "approval" for activities. We will provide you with clarification of approved 
activities in alignment with the all current DoD, DoN, COMPACFLT, USFJ, CNFJ and CFAY directives and policy letters.

Community Information Resource Call Center (CIRCC)
7 a.m. to 5 p.m., daily (including Federal Holidays)

• DSN: 315-243-9303/9304/3531 • From Japanese phone: (046) 816-9303/9304/3531
• International: 011-81-46-816-9303/9304/3531 • Email: CIRCC@fe.navy.mil

After hours and urgent assistance: 090-8046-5452, or visit us on Facebook 24/7

RAPIDS/DEERs ID Lab (By appointment only)
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday – Friday)

Community Resource Center, 4" floor Room 438
• DSN: 315-243-5770 • From Japanese phone: (046) 816-5770 • M-yofast@fe.navy.mil

Airport Shuttle Transportation Team
7:30 a.m. to 1 a.m., daily (including Federal Holidays)

Located 1st floor of the PSD building 1555
• DSN: 315-243-7777 • From Japanese phone: (046) 816-7777 • International: 011-81-46-816-7777

 For reservation: https://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrj/installations/cfa_yokosuka.html

Family Assistance Support TeamFamily Assistance Support Team
Current or future CFAY resident?

Call, email, or send us a message on Facebook. We are happy to assist you in your needs.

Page 13Page 13



BEYOND
THE GATE

Local Hiking Trails
Various locations inside the Miura Peninsula 
Explore multiple hiking trails around the Yokosuka 
area while  enjoying Japanese nature and fresh air 
just a short drive away! There are multiple hiking 
trails that are available inside the Miura Peninsula 
including Ogusuyama, Takeyama, Taura and 
Kinugasa. Maps for all of these hiking trails and more 
information can be found at: 
https://www.cocoyoko.net/walking/yokosuka_hiking.
html.

Yokosuka Shobuen Iris Garden
9 a.m. to 7 p.m.| 2-minute walk from Keikyu Yokosuka 
Shobuen Bus Station
Yokosuka Shobuen is known for its 412 varieties of 
iris flowers and more than 140,000 blooms.  The irises 
are at their best now. Limited parking is available. 
Admission is ¥320.
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Kannonzaki Park/Lighthouse
25-minute drive from Yokosuka’s Main Base
The Kannonzaki Park and Lighthouse offer a beautiful 
view of the Tokyo Bay, and is a great vantage point 
to watch hundreds of ships transiting the Uraga 
Strait. Adjacent to the lighthouse is a museum that 
offers a historical reference to the importance of the 
Kannonzaki Lighthouse.

Umikaze Park
5-minute drive from Yokosuka’s Main Base 
Umikaze Park offers a spacious lawn with plenty of 
room for walking or running. Sitting on the grass 
and looking at the sea leisurely is also an option as a 
viewing area for Sarushima (Monkey Island).

Daibutsu Hiking Course
35-minute drive from Yokosuka’s Main Base
Attractive hiking trails lead through the woods along 
these hills and connect various atmospheric temples.  
They are a great way to travel between some of 
Kamakura’s sights.
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NEWS AND NOTICES
SKATEBOARDERS: FOR 
YOUR SAFETY AND THE 

SAFETY OF OTHERS
• Skateboarding is only 
allowed on sidewalks and 
in skate parks.
• Skateboarding on streets 
is prohibited.
• Skateboards are only 
authorized from sunrise 
to sunset.
• Use of listening devices 
while in motion is 
prohibited.
• Motorized skateboards 
are prohibited.
• Helmets must be worn 
while in motion. 

CFAY LEGAL ONLINE 
CUSTOMER SERVICE

CFAY Legal has 
transitioned to online 
customer service.  
Contact: cfay.jag@fe.navy.
mil. DSN: (315) 243-
7335/8908 or by phone 
at COMM: (046) 816-
7335/8908, Monday 
through Friday, 8 to 11:30 
a.m. and 12:30 to 4 p.m. 
Walk-ins will be directed 
to call, or email CFAY 
Legal Office to schedule 
an appointment.  Contact 
Legal Office with:
• Private employment 
requests
• Private organization 

Receive My CFAY Weekly by email! Subscribe at yokosukareport@gmail.com, subject line: Subscribe

Public Affairs Officer: Randall Baucom
Editor: MC1 Ian Cotter

Layout: Hideo Kaihatsu

Commanding Officer: Capt. Rich Jarrett
Command Master Chief: CMDCM Derek Mullenhour

Commander Fleet Activities Yokosuka

yokosukareport@gmail.com
@CFAY_Japan

audits
• Fundraiser requests
• Privacy act requests/
FOIA requests
• Claims

BICYCLE REGISTRATION 
LOCATIONS

Bicycle registration is now 
available at:
• Traffic Court (Building 
J-196) Walk-ins
Monday: 8:30 to 11 a.m./1 
to 3 p.m., and Thursday: 
8:30 to 11 a.m.
• Carney (Main) Gate 
Security Front Desk (Walk-
ins, 24 hours daily)
• Ikego Security (Building 
831. Walk-ins, 24 hours 
daily)
To register your bicycle, 
you will need the 
following items.
• Helmet
• Receipt of purchase, title, 
or packout document
• Working bicycle light 
(front, back and attached 
to the bike)
• Horn or bell (attached to 
the bike)
Without all of the above 
items, you will not be able 
to register your bicycle. 
Registering your bicycle 
is mandatory. Bicycles 
not registered onboard 
CFAY will be impounded 

immediately according to 
COMFLEACTINST 5800.2. 
For more information, 
contact CFAY Traffic Court 
at 243-3650.

FINGER PRINTING 
SERVICES

CFAY Traffic Court 
finger printing services 
are by appointment 
only at building J-196, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. To 
schedule an appointment, 
call 315-243-9052 (046-
816-9052) or 315-
243-3651 (046-816-
3651), 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
(Monday-Friday).  Digital 
and hard copy prints 
on (FD-258 and SF 87 
forms). If in need of digital 
prints, please provide 
reference numbers (SON, 
SOI, and IPAC). Digital 
prints will not be able to 
be conducted without 
reference numbers.

NTT DOCOMO 
NETWORK SERVICE 

NTT Docomo network 
will have connection 
issues due to the 
construction of the base 
stations at Yokosuka and 
Ikego on the following 
date/time:

Ikego – June 9, 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m.
Yokosuka – June 25, 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

HOUSING SERVICES 
CENTER BUSINESS 

HOURS
Yokosuka's Main Housing 
Service Center and Ikego 
Housing Detachment 
business hours are as 
follows:
• Monday to Friday: 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 
• 1st Wednesday of every 
month: 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
For more information, 
call 243-9037, or email: 
Yokosukahousing@
fe.navy.mil. To schedule 
the vacancy of your family 
housing unit, please call 
243-9067 for Main Base 
and 246-8364/8027 
for Ikego, or email at 
housingfacility@fe.navy.
mil.

CONSTRUCTION AND 
CLOSURES

McCormick Street 
Parking Lot Closures: 
Parking lot permanent 
closure for new UH 
construction (NA628). 
Construction complete 
March 31, 2024.


