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Commander’s Comments

To the Soldiers of TF Rakkasan,
First off, | want to tell you I'm
humbled to be your commander.
The fight here in Afghanistan
has been tough, sometimes
frustrating for me. But every
time | go out on battlefield circu-
lation and see you all, I'm deep-
ly inspired about your profes-
sionalism, tenacity, dedication,
and compassion.

Depending on where you arefat,
progress is not always visiblée,

so I'm going to spell it out+or
you. We’'re kicking Tallb/an butts
all over P2K. The Task Force
conducted 204 named opera-
tions, killed and captured more
JPELS/JELs (high value targets)
than any other conventional

unit in theater, and conducted
8000 combined combat patrols
(more than four times the num-
ber of patrols conducted in this
time frame last year). | present
these statistics to you not as
data, but as a testament to how
aggressive TF Rakkasan has
been in the short four months
we’'ve been here. As a direct
result of our operatlons enemy
morale contintie plummet

ar: Your Herculean
jhed action have
* capacities ten-
as enabled

ANSF to conduct independent
operations in several key areas
in the AOR. In addition, we are
making great progress in Agri-
culture, Development, and Gov-
ernance. Task Force Rakkasan
is blessed with some of the
most competent civilian team-
mates from DoS, USDA, and
USAID. These selfless civilians
are integrated under the com-
mand of three Provincial Recon-
struction Teams (PRTs), Pak-
tika, Paktya, and Khowst, each
individually commanded by
former squadron commanders
from the Navy and Air Force.
The teams are stacked with
talent. Our civilian teammates
live with us and routinely share
the same dangers our Troop-
ers face on a daily basis. We
could not be successful without
them. We also have two of the
best Agribusiness Development
ams | have ever worked with-
TRHoosier (Indiana) and TF
Thunderbird (Oklahoma). Since
P2K is largely dependent on ag-
riculture, t

has contributed |
to the stab|ll1‘y fthe region. ..
Our mission could not be-ae=

complished without the superb
work of our support and c%nba_t
service support Soldiers. Logis-
tically, our sustainment soldiers
from TF Assurgam have moved
over 8,000 passengers, 10
million poung@s of supplies, and
1,100 pieces of repaired equip-
ment across the battiefield.
Meanwhile TF\Rak SoILd..,took
on the challenging task of Af-
ghan Border Police mentorship

and Non-Commissioned Officer
Education System (NCOES).
Thus far, Rak Solid has trained
over 400 soldiers and NCOs
from the ABP, AUP, and other
ANSF units, and has built key
the partnerships necessary for
their continued development as
professional partners in Afghani-
stan’s growth.

In closing, | want you to know
how grateful I am for all you
have done in the service of

our gallant regiment and great
nation. You have carried the
weight of our nation’s war on
your burdened shoulders for
many years now. Regardless
of how confident | am about our
senior leaders across the BCT,
my strongest faith remains with
our lower enlisted Soldiers and
their abilities. Continue to take
care of one another, always

do what'’s right to maintain the
moral high ground, and hold
yourselves and others to high
standards. Lastly, if you don’t
fight foranything, you needto:

’ and sacrifice
measurably of-our-fallen,heroes. Keep SGT

Richardson, PEC Kropat, SPC
Hall, SGT Owens, SPC Brown,
PEC Barton, and SGT Klusacek
in your hearts and say a daily
prayer omtheir families. | have
my shortfalls just Ilke anyone
else; however, my promlse to
you is each day | wake up, | will
strive to be the best leader and
TFE Commander | can be.

Let Valor Not Fail! ‘_
Rakkasanl-Air Assault!

RAK 6
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Chapel
Chat

By Chaplain (Maj.) Tom Faichney

As the current Task Force Rakkasan Chaplain I have
been asked and, to be candid have asked myself, the
following question, “What is the key to success for our
current deployment?” On February 14 | began a teach-
ing series in our Protestant worship service on 1 Thes-
salonians that helped piece together an answer. My
sermon that morning focused on faith, love and hope.
These three elements wrap together to form a power-
ful three-strand-chord. This chord connects us to God,
binds Rakkasans together, and will provide the founda-
tion for victory during our current combat deployment
in Afghanistan.

The first strand is the work of faith: What is faith?
From the Christian perspective, faith is composed of
knowledge and trust. First, faith indicates knowledge.
In order to believe something you must at least know
what it is you are trustingin. Knowledge is part of faith.
There must be information of the object that you have
faith in. Faith is not blind, but rather it is informed.
The knowledge of who God is, what he has done have
been revealed in Scripture, nature and our own hearts.
(Rom 1:16-32) So there is a substance to faith. There
is stuff that is known and can be known.

The work of faith is taking that knowledge of God
and moving to action. ‘It is important to understand that
faith is not a spiritual muscle we use to manipulate cir-
cumstances to our personal advantage. Instead faith is
trusting God who controls each and every circumstance,
even the difficult ones. The work of faith is doing what
he calls us to do, particularly in difficult times. You
know that he is weaving history into a tapestry, which
may look chaotic and broken on one side, but will look
glorious on the other.

The second strand is the labor of love. Love enables
faith. God’s love provides the basis of our faith. It was
this love that brought about our salvation through the
labor of the Son. Love is the giving of oneself for an-
other. Labor is more demanding that typical work. It

(Left) Task Force Rakkasan Chaplain, Maj. Tom Faichney and
chaplain’s assistant Staff Sgt. Victor Will pose for a photo
during battlefiled circulation in Khowst Province.

involves toil. It causes us to sweat. As we labor in this

love we are identifying with the love of God. This s a
covenant connection. Rakkasans know that it costs to
love. Rakkasans have always given of themselves for
one another, as well as for God and Country. Our cur-
rent deployment is providing opportunities to love.
The final strand is the perseverance of hope. The
purpose of 1 Thessalonians is to empower steadfastness
in the faith that will lead to success and victory in tough
situations. Hope is based on God’s love and related to
faith. Hope springs from knowing God’s love today
and believing in his promises for tomorrow. This hope
inspires perseverance in the hard times and even antici-
pates ultimate victory which generates peace. Tempo-
ral victory may not be realized immediately, perhaps
not even in our generation, but it will be realized.
There is no denying that we are in another tough
fight, but its in the midst of this fight that we will see the
power of faith, love and hope. Rakkasans, as we tie in
with this three-strand-chord we will not let valor fail.
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When you leave your tent, room or even a luxurious
mud hut nestled away within the picturesque mountain
side, are you sure it is going to be their when you re-
turn that night? During our last deployment within our
command we had nine electrical fires totaling in dam-
age costs close to $750,000 dollars. Luckily no Soldiers
were hurt or suffered an injury while fighting the fires.
Only quick thinking vigilance on the part of the Sol-
diers and the units prevented injuries and total destruc-
tion of the base. The average time for the fire to spread
within the structures was less than ten minutes.

An electrical fire is the number one internal hazard
and threat we will have to deal with during this deploy-
ment. As Americans, we have become spoiled and le-
thargic in electrical and fire safety. When we leave our
home in the U.S. an electrical fire is the least of our
worries because the electrical wiring and appliances we
use are regulated by laws and tested for consumer safe-
ty. In Afghanistan the electrical wiring, appliances, and
components we use and depend on are not tested for
safety or manufactured to set degree of quality or stan-
dard. Additionally the competence of the installer’s has
not been to the highest quality. We have to use these
poorly-manufactured electrical items because that is all

-
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we have available to purchase and use.

By following the guidelines below, you will prevent
your living and working areas from catching fire:

e Unplug appliance, power strips, heaters, and
power converters when not in use.

e Turn off all lights, electrical outlets, air con-
ditioners when not in use.

*  Ensure every room has a smoke detector, and
change the battery every six months.

e Daily check to see if the electrical outlets,
electrical cables and wiring show signs of slow burn-
ing, hot to the touch, or smell of plastic burning.

* Regularly clean all outlets and surge protec-
tors for dust and dirt.

*  Ensure fire extinguishers are position inter-
nally and externally for emergencies.

*  Pack gear, equipment, supplies that are not
being used, and place the items in storage contain-
ers.

Bottom-line: you cannot live like an American while
deployed. Turn-off, unplug, and daily check all electri-
cal items. Why? You will have an electrical fire and you
need to be ready to extinguish it and account for your
Soldiers!
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The First 100 Days...

The Rakkasans took charge of the Paktika, Paktya, Khowst area February 24th,
replacing the 4th Brigade, 25th Infantry Division.

Since then the Soldiers of 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division
have been busy with a number of missions ranging from Air Assaults against in-
surgent strongholds to humanitarian aid distributions for school children.

The following pages deliver a brief snapshot by battalion of what the Rakkasans
have been up to since taking charge of military operations in the area.

Keep in the mind, the Rakkasans never rest. The numbers on the following pag-
es were accurate in early May. They’ve continued to climb since then.
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O ANP/AUP/ABP/ANSF trained - 155

3 Training courses offered - 3 (Driver’'s
TNG, Medic’s TNG, Mechanic’s TNG)

O New partnership projects started - 1
(Officer Exchange Program: 2 x Staff Of-
ficers, 2 x Medical Officers)

O Convoy Logistics Patrols planned/con-

ducted - 11

O Flights Requests Supported - 4,537

0 Passengers moved - 7,396

O Low Cost Low Altitude (supply) drops

conducted - 60

O Container Delivery System drops con-

ducted - 33

O Gallons of fuel delivered - 7.5 million

O Pounds of supplies delivered - over

9.7 million

O Job orders/pieces of equipment fixed

- 1059

MVP - Spc. Richard Salman
Senior Convoy Medic, Company C, 626 BSB

On April 28, an M916 flat bed
traveling east on Route Jeep struck
an improvised explosive device,
disabling the vehicle and injuring
both the driver and tactical com-
mander.

Salman was the first medic on
scene; he extracted the TC from
the vehicle and immediately be-
gan providing life saving medical
care. Salman applied tourniquets

to the injured TC, who had suffered
severe ankle fractures. Salman was
also notified of the driver’s injuries,
and requested a medical evacuation.
He continued to treat and package
the injured TC and coordinated the
MEDEVAC for both the driver and
TC. His quick reaction and medical

expertise undoubtedly saved lives.
(Source: 2nd Lt. April Habib, 626 BSB Unit
Public Affairs Representative)




- 56

ducted - 237

Representative)

O Missions conducted - 1295
O Combined patrols - 1295

3 Air assaults - 5

O Caches found - 7

O Improvised Explosive Devices cleared

O Anti Afghan Forces captured - 11
O Anti Afghan Forces killed - 10
O Rounds fired (indirect fire) - 504

0 Shuras\Key Leader Engagements con-

O Development projects - 12

(Source: 1st Lt. R.J. Peek, 3-187 Unit Public Affairs

MVP - Staff Sgt. Adam Kolar
Platoon Sergeant, Company A, 3-187 INF

Kolar sustained wounds after his
vehicle struck a 200-pound Impro-
vised Explosive Device April 7.
That night he denied medical care
for himself in order to ensure the
timely treatment and safe evacua-
tion of seven casualties.

His platoon has been commended
by the 3-101 Brigade Commander
for their ability to react to and prop-
erly treat the wounds of both Ameri-

can and ANSF casualties. This is a di-
rect reflection of SSG Kolar’s training
ethic and leadership.

Kolar’s outpost has been involved
in more than 11 enemy attacks in less
than two months. The platoon has re-
pelled all of them and devastated the
enemy’s ability to effectively operate
in his battle space. To date his platoon
is responsible for 12 enemy Kkills in
Yahya Khel.
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O Total number of missions conduct-
ed-173

O Total number of combined patrols -
124

O Total number of caches found - 5
O Total number of air assaults - 14

O Total number of Improvised Explo-
sive Devices cleared - 158

O Anti-Afghan Forces Captured - 12

O Anti Afghan Forces Killed - 11
O Rounds Fired (Indirect) - 3,203

O Shuras/Key Leader
conducted - 101

Engagements

O Development projects started or
completed - 10

Source: Capt. Christoper Rogers, 3-320 Unit Public
Affairs Representative

Editor’'s Note: Data only provided from A Battery and D 3-187 attachment.




MVP - Pfc. Gage Cannon
Company B, 1-187 INF

On 20 April 2010, Cannon observed six insurgents
about 150 meters from his location. Cannon quickly
reported to his sergeant that the enemy has spotted
their location and immediately engaged with his MK-
48 machine gun, killing three Anti Afghan Forces.

Cannon anticipated all fire commands continuing
to suppress the enemy keeping one insurgent pinned
down behind a large rock.

When the flanking element reached their position,
the single insurgent tried to escape, allowing Cannon
to get a clear shot and eliminated another insurgent.

Cannon’s situational awareness, quick reactions
and ability to tactically employ his weapon system
effectively, allowed him to kill four insurgents by
himself.

O Shuras/Key Leader Engagements:
300

O Development Projects Started - 8

O Development Projects Completed -
14

3 Air Assaults - 19

(Source: 1st Lt. Josh Hutton, 1-187 Unit Public Af-
fairs Representative)




O Total number of missions conducted O Anti Afghan Forces Captured - 4

- 230
O Anti Afghan Forces killed - 15

O Total number of combined patrols - ) .
225 O Total number of rounds fired (indi-

rect fire) - 1689

O Air assaults - 1
O Shuras\Key Leader Engagements

0 Total number of caches found - 4 conducted - 107

O Improvised explosive devices O Development projects - 20
cleared - 66

(Source: 1st Lt. Phuc Dang, 1-33 Unit Piblic Af-
fairs Representative)
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Training Courses for Afghan National O Intelligence Course - 14
Security Forces

Shuras\Key Leader Engagements Con-
O 1st class - 134 ducted:

0 2nd class - 101 0 Border Flag Meetings - 3
O Medic Course - 20 O Key Leader Engagements - 18
O Squad LDR Course - 31 0 Kandak Commander’s Conference - 1

O Team LDR Course - 30 0 Staff Assisted Visits to Kandaks - 4

O Maintenance Course - 24 Source: Sgt. Stacey Hector, 3STB Public Affairs Rep-
resentative
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’, (Continued from page 13)

We have cages, but they’re only for when our han-
dlers clean our main rooms - spacious suites consisting
of 20-square-foot indoor rest area and an outdoor patio
where | can keep an eye on the rest of the world. Carpet
would be nice, but concrete is easier to clean.

What’s that? My handler! She’s got my leash! Oh,
this is only going to mean one thing — time to get my
exercise on!

Sergeant Elizabeth Davis, my handler, knows what
I like.

The leash says it all, I’m going outside. Is it time to
work, or time to play? | vote play!

Either way, she always makes sure | am taken care of
and has been doing so for a while. She keeps me happy
and in return, | do the same for her. Obviously we’re
best friends.

My handler guides me out of my room and out to
the back where she starts waving her finger at me to
be quiet. I’ll oblige here for now because... BALL!
BALL! GIVE ME THE BALL!

We usually start training after lunch each day.

One of the other handlers emphasized exactly what |

was thinking. Just listen to her:
“LZHITTW “Wetrytotrain every day, but sometimes
' hings get in the way,” said Sgt. Heather
Cutshall, combat tracking dog handler
with Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 3rd Brigade Combat Team.
“Yet regardless of what gets in
the way, we always try

thing in.”

Well, | guess it is sometimes all about work too. Our
daily training regimens usually consists of exercises in
dealing with our specialties as well as obedience train-
ing.

As a trained combat tracker the majority of my time
training is spent following trails of scent so that | can
find my target which, outside of training, would be a
person. For now though, it’s a tennis ball.

Since our handlers are people, they’re pretty predict-
able. They usually take the ball outside first and walk
around with it. Sometimes Elizabeth tries to get tricky
and take the ball through ditches and around buildings,
but she doesn’t fool me. In training, | know the ball is
like a hiding person, and | have to find it to have done
my job.

In a real life situation | would gain the scent from an
area where the people thought to be fleeing once were.
I might get the scent from the remains of an Improvised
Explosive Device. | might even get it from a half eaten
sandwich my quarry left behind.

While missions are always going to be the top prior-
ity, Elizabeth says it is important to ensure we dogs are
acclimated to our environment properly.

When I’m not on missions, training or doing what
these people call “obedience,” my handler feels it’s
important to take me on walks throughout the FOB . |
agree -a change of scenery is always welcome.

Elizabeth says the walks are to get me accustomed
to the increasing Afghan temperatures, especially smce
accllmatmg to the area is essentlal for me to succge

round or rocket on the FOB, it 38
Even Elizabeth recognizes iEgma P -
.. “Every day is different,” #Davis sald “One
Syday we had a mortar round drop about’
e meters behind the kennels and,all"the

~_
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Almost unbelievable, these events are'part of the life
story of Pfc. Cody Anderson, 25, a commu at?ns
equipment operator for Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne
Division, stationed at Forward Operating Base Salerno,

“hiegl u‘l@, Wy i WMW@UWCQ oy

Pfc. C_:ody Anderson, Headquarters and Headquarters Com-
pany, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, poses for a phote during his
briefs stint'as an' American ldol contestant during the show’s
eighth season: Anderson now service as a communications
equipment operator at [Forward Operating Base Salerno.

ho’s a ﬂ% ES'[

Ne operations sectio
 center, Anderson

geps Task Force Rakkasan up-to-
ical information. But that’s just
Besides his skills in the TOC, he al
ents' that"reach far beyond typical id
have of Soldiers.
He learned to sing at an early a
' atiwt of hIS family when he w,
Cahfo {north of San Diego.

lings [too],” said Anderson.
also a recording artist.

“A buddy and | came out C out Six years
ago while | was gow to school. It V}w t {00 big, but
it did pretty well. I"'was into acousti pobvyou know
just me and a buddy and.a
gigs and shows arou

rgSqlt

CD, titled “The Assumptions The
inspired by the duo’s cwﬁ 3
emotions and new relationships, stuff Wi

with before,” Andersen said. “\We w,
over heartaches at 19\years old, so'that
along with love afidrelationships.”

In July 2008#Anderson and his sisterJenna Ander-
son competed enAmerican Idol, season eight, when the
show conducted auditions in Sa ity. They'were
eliminated, said e\_nderson. s

“I believe we didigood,
not featured on the'televise

ith a (

adn’t dealt
ting
asehad to go

1t asaﬁlZnow we were
e Wewveren’t fea-
d me"psscreaming
§ [on television],” he said.
so | really wasn’t ex-
ice his mother had been on tele-
vision before, herjoﬁas understandable.

His mother, Déna (Kimmelf)“Anderson became
known while staffifig in the.1982 horror film “Friday

crad to the cre-

»
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“Hls desire to serV\e
cou was so strong he
joined the Marines
while still in hig
When he was medi
discharged from the

er two and a half
, he said, he knew
military service wasn’t
complete.
%My obligation to the na-
tion wasn’t fulfilled yet, so
sincedﬂwe Marines weren’t
. accepting the prior service
back, | tried for the Army.

I had nothing against the

S~ Armyand | was Infantry in
the'Marines and | wanted to
.. be Infantry again,” he said.

Between his service in
the Marines and joining the Army, Anderson enrolled
at LDS Business College in Salt Lake City, but trans-
ferred to Brigham Young University after a year.

He stayed in school for while but the call to return to
military service was hard to ignore.

“It was really itching me that | needed to fulfill my
obligation, and | kind of left before I finished. But I’m
going to go back and finish,” said Anderson, indicat-
ing that he has about three more semesters to go before
completing his bachelor’s degree.

He plans to return to school at Utah Valley Univer-
sity to study History, with an emphasis on American
military history, he said.

His parents have been very supportive of his second

£ A

Pfc. Cody Anderson, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3rd Brigade Combat Team,
poses outside his Forward Operating Base Salerno work place. Anderson is a former Marine,
recording artist and American ldol contestant.

i ' e E
Yo %

military career as an infantryman, a fact that gives hi
strength as he reflects on his accomplishments so fag
Anderson doesn’t regret his time in the Marine Cor

had a sense of duty that | needed to fulfil. I’
grateful to be here. | feel like every person shou "
their country, and so | gave up my cozy little lifestyle™ =
just so I can be here and contribute to this cause,” he

said.
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. 1be aturb ent ride.when safety isnev-
er a given and a bright sunny daTcan‘?ruptly
shift under clouds of smoke and fire, but supply- -
ing the fight for some Soldiers is away~of life.. '
Bouncmg around in the back o’f line Resis
ﬁusp Protected Vemcle- ours on e "
N creeping t h:fhﬂlr oints, the Ioggg};-

their mISSJ\OPHS'_ ;

plies' to . e various Forwa
d Combat Outposts,,
_,GOmpany A 626th Brigade Support Bat-
 talion Soldiers provide logistical support
to the brigade that allows each and every
unit to function. -
“The main focus is to deliver vari- /
ous class supplies to FOB Orgun-E and
supporting other units in both Areas of
- Operation Iron anH—I:eadep,I{iKHst
~ Lt. Brandon Ballantyne
leader f
In
via con\aéy (he
are freging
¥ &4
». said B

any - ilie
m; hese materials l‘ A

ders of A. Co,, ﬁ
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Ballantyne
ithout us deli
can’t operate,” said Spc.
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- Spaeth, gunner with Company A. “Without us bringing  Spaeth said. ““Without us, other places wouldn’t be able
the bulk fuel, the other units wouldn’t be able to fuel . .to operate. We bring'them everything they need.”

their trucks and complete their own missions.” -t L "-
Having to travel through the Shekay Ghar Pass on - - K’A‘- —~
» every push to FOB Orgun-E, danger lurks at every bend ‘
% _in the road. | £t
A ortun most of the dangers are avoided as the > -

= platoon‘ ro out on éé

Clearance Platoon. 3

With ,security measures |n ' '

ly for each convoy during the'day

their guided Tactics, Technlques Anc

- still haven’t avoided all the da 1gers.

“It'was:on March 2nd, and.f

we’ve been hit,” Ballantyne sa

[Improvised Explosive Device

any Serious ir mjury"‘ % b

The only minor injury- was

Ballantyne’s - ‘gunner, ~ Spc.

Spaeth, whe was knocked.

unconscmus for a few
__seconds. -

‘It kn ked out
and_r.auﬁ
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1 qw
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Cav. and the Afghan Natlonal Army patrol
the Spera Sub-District, Khowst Province,
Mar. 8.

33rd Cav breifs Afghan Nat|onal Army
Soldiers before patrolingt the Spera Sub-
District, Khowst Province, Mar. 8.

requwes me to trav- Soldiers from A Troop, 1st Sqdn, 33rd Cav.
: leave Combat Outpost Spera to patrol
¥, e Opﬁnrtunlty t0  Seekhowst Province, Mar. 11.

smallest of outpost.
- Outpost Spera docu-
romA Troop, 1st
nd a company
1 protecting a

21



Spc. Curtis Rowe, A -
Troop, 1-33 Cav., puts

up a camouflage net

at COP Spera Mar. 7

The living quarters at Spera are
roughly the size of a B-hut. With 20
guys cramped in a small room with-
out heat or air, it smells exactly the
way you’d think it would. There’s
no running water and the shower
consists of a bag connected to a tube
that first must be heated in a coffee
maker.

There is no cook. Whoever isn’t
on patrol during the day makes
chow with whatever’s available.
Somewhere between 12-hour pa-
trols, filling sandbags and two
guard shifts a night, the Soldiers
of Spera find downtime clean
their weapons and watch movies.
The patrols are grueling. The moun-
tainous terrain is unforgiving and
enemy contact is highly likely.
Stumbling, falling and tripping are
inevitable.

There’s no doubt in my mind
that the Soldiers of Apache live

(Above) A Soldier from A Troop, 1-33 Cav.
Regiment, provides security for a UH-60

Blackhawk helicopter at COP Spera, Mar. 17.
(Right)Pfc. Alexander Roper A Troop, 1-33
Cav., provides security while on patrol with
Afghan National Army Soldiers in the Spera
Sub-District, Mar. 8.

22
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rougher lives than most of us.
The amazing thing is, even with-
out the amenities that many of us
take for granted, they’re reluctant
to leave. In fact, they like it there.
The work is hard and the camarade-
rie is strong. To them the cramped
living quarters are “cozy”, the show-
er “works great”, and a hot meal is a
fitting reward after 12-hour patrol.
The truth is | like going to places
like these because it helps a “fob-
bit” like myself to put things in per-
spective. After leaving Spera, my
complaints about the chow hall be-
come minuscule, personal problems
become slightly less important and
my desire for personal comfort be-
comes completely irrelevant. I’'m
glad there are Soldiers like Apache
Troop and places like COP Spera to
remind us that our deployment, jobs
and living conditions really aren’t
all that bad.

An Afghan National Army Soldier rests during
a patrol through the Spera Sub-District, Mar. 8.

Soldiers from A Troop, 1-33 Cav., patrol through
the Spera Sub-District Mar. 8.
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e PRICEBPI N L e
(Top left) Soldiers from A Troop, 1-33 Cav., fill
sandbags at Combat Outpost Spera Mar. 7.
(Bottom Left) Pfc. Edgar Maldonado of A Troop,
1-33 Cav., patrols Spera, Mar. 17. (Top Right)
Spc. Cory Obitts and Pfc. Edgar Maldonado of
A Troop, 1-33 Cav., conduct personal hygiene
at COP Spera. (Center Right) Afghan Soldiers
provide security during a halt while on patrol
in Spera, Mar. 17. (Bottom Right) Pfc. Ryan
Whalen and Pfc. Alexander Roper, A Troop,
1-33 Cav. watch a movie at COP Spera, Mar. 11.
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O Lt. Col. Stephen Lutsky, 1st Squadron, 33rd Cavalry Regiment commander

O 1st Lt. Charles Davis, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 3rd Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regiment
O Staff Sgt. Jesse Johnston, Company A., 3rd Battalion, 187th Infantry Regiment

0 Sgt. Andrew Nelson, Company C., 1st Battalion, 187th Infantry Regiment

0 Spc. Robert Brennan, Company C., 1st Battalion, 187th Infantry Regiment

O Spc. Tyler Garvin, Company C., 1st Battalion, 187th Infantry Regiment

0O Spc. Vincent Kelly, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 3rd Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regiment

O Spc. Samuel Keefer, Company A., 3rd Battalion, 187th Infantry Regiment




By 3rd B

When U.S. Army Sgt.

Brandon Bougades, C Troop,
1st Squadron, 33rd Cavalry

- Regiment told his reenlistment
noncommissioned officer “Let’s
get this done before some-
thing happens” during a May 6
conversation, he had no way
of knowing how prophetic his
statement would be. :

The White Sulfur, W. Va
. native had spoken with U.S.
Army Sgt 1st Class Robert

ment ceremony for May. 7
his 28th birthday.

Just hours prior to the
inted time as predicted,

U ACrE
WOUIO™E f
Jeffersonville, Trcrs :
Forward Operating Base Saler-
no’s combat support hospital’s
room where Bougades laid in a
bed receiving treatment for his
wounds.
ile on'patrol east of

e struck an
ed explosive device.
Bougades received
wounds to his lower extre
and was rushed by heli
the CSH at FOB Salerno.

This is the third time
Boeugades has been wounded
iIn combat — something he’s
seemed to take in stride. His
first complaint to medical per-
sonnel wasn't about pain, but
about the reenlistment appoint-
ment that he might miss.

“You can ask the med-

howst province,

, re-enlists Sgt. Brandon
Cavalry Regiment, after he
balerno Hospital, on Bou-

From the
econc id them, |
ot to reenlist. I'm supposed to
lo that today. | still want to.”

The leaders at FOB Sal-

erno rushed to make it"happen,
with U.S. Army Col. Viet Luong,
3rd Brigade Combat Team com-
mander of the 101st Airborne
Division, Fort Campbell, Ky.,
taking the lead in the bedside
ceremony.
- “Being here to do this
is the ultimate honor for me,”
Luong told Bougades during
the ceremony. “You know what |
think of you. I've got 6,000 Sol-
diers and | could have picked
you up out of a line-up because
of my admiration for your lead-
ership, and I've told you that
before.”

“| love this job,” Bou-
gades said. “l wouldn’t want to
be anywhere else. | don’t want
to be doing anything else.”
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cader Zalzalah 11
he ANA to the people

By Pfc. Chris McKenna
3rd BCT, 101st Abn. Div., PAO.

Soldiers with the Afghan National Army, partnered

with Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 187th Infantry Regi-

~ment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Divi-

ssion, and Soldiers with the Paktika Provincial Recon-

% struction Team, conducted Operation Leader Zalzalah
I1 March 23-28.

The ANA and PRT went through the Paktika prov-

ince village’s of Pirkoti and Bibycott, conducting an

~==area reconnaissance, presence patrols, key leader en-

gagements and gathering intelligence from the locals
while the 1-187th INF Soldiers provided security.

“While we were there the people told us what they

Teel their needs are,” said U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Arin
g eadquarters and Headquarters Company,
Wllse 1 leads the unit's information gather-

|ng efforts.

While at first stand-offish with the Soldiers, the peo-
ple in Pirkoti eventually warmed up and told the PRT
about their needs for a bigger medical clinic, paved
roads and a bigger school.

h “The area hasn’t had a blg Amerlcan presence,” said
Spc ‘Brabham Garrlck 1st Battalion, 178th Field Ar-

tillery Reglment PRT security. “The kids were both’

scared and interested at the same.time, while | feel the
adults were happy to see us for the most part.”

_This is the first assessment of Pirkoti and Wilson said
: the PRT gainedaa lot of mformatlon gained to help de-

termine where the prlorltle’s for development.
- % ANA Capt. Momand Ashaqullah, commander

#0of3rd Battalion, 2nd Kandak, 203rd Corps;*said:one'ef"
.,: ,‘_: the most important strides teward progress would be'to < B
I /provide the people of Plrkotl with both jObS and%;

¥ 4 ects.”
g o’
e

s terested in anything; now they are asking

y < N i\‘,‘- T-‘h
. v . s WS

3 A -~ = -

Two and three years ago these people Werenﬁ' In-
fgr things,” . &
Ashaqullah sald “They understesp sthat the coal’?ion .

&g‘b

has done a lot of projects through Orgun, and they
would like to get projects for themselves.”

It was an important point for the ANA not to make
any promises that can’t be-guaranteed as to the people
of Afghanistan, “a word is a man’s bond.”

Ashaqullah said it is extremely important in circum-
stances such as in Pirkoti to be close to the people.

“If you are close with them, then you can understand
what they truly want. And they can understand what
can actually be provided for them,” Ashaqullah said.

The last time the ANA were in the Pirkoti area was - .-
roughly eight months ago, and the changes between
now and then are‘drastic said Ashaqualla. ; ’

“Before when we came the people were completely S

stand-offish with us,” Ashaqullah said. “Over the past
day’s we have been here, they have warmed up and be-
gun to accept us.”

“Ashaqullah said that the,more the ople see.a mili-
tary{pr sence, the moretL will trustthe military
9

with the Ongun
Branch of the
Paktika Prov-
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T in Pirkoti Village, & .-
=L W= l: Paktika Province,
Afghanistan, -
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Successful air assault eliminates three insurgents
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626 BSB - 1st Lt. April Habib
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