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The Pirst Hadminton Championship sponsored by the Okinawa Badeinton
Associntion was held at the Naha Comsercisl High School Gym at 10300 A.M.
Anuary 18, 1964 undor the participation of 13 men and & women temmn.

A the results of competition, the MCAF Men's tesm and the Ryulgu University

fomen's team were Tinal winneris of the gnoe and were pressnted trophics by
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Lester Middle School |
Friendship Music Festival i

LRAZ—hZERTL Y Ry TEEZ

Japan-U.S. military and school bands perform during a music festival at Lester Middle School, Camp Lester, Chatan, Okinawa, May
20, 2023.

Members of the Il Marine Expeditionary Force Band, the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force 15th Band, band students from Lester
Middle School and Mashiki Junior High School of Ginowan City play together at the Friendship Music Festival. The event came
about after Asako Ishimura, Government and External Affairs, Marine Corps Installations Pacific, initiated the idea of exchanges
between the Ill MEF band and local school bands last year.
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Big Circle is an authorized
publication of the United States
Marine Corps. However, the
contents of Big Circle are not
necessarily official views of, or
endorsed by, the Marine Corps,
U.S. Government, or Department
of Defense. It is published every
four months by Communication
Strategy and Operations, Marine
Corps Installations Pacific.

Big Circle is on the Web at
https://www.dvidshub.net/
publication/1184/the-big-circle.
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Feature archive FOLEST

FOLEST is a bilingual newsletter published since 1998 by Hiroko Tomimura,
Camps Foster and Lester community relations specialist. It introduces the
differences in lifestyle between on and off base, as well as information
about the base at any given time. Below is about the open base sport
events, Camp Commander and Commanding General cup in 2002.

I74LAMISF v T T4 RE2— &L AZ—DEREFSNEICLD
TI9BFELLRFEITEINTVE ZHEED =1 — AL Z—CY. EthDH
ENDETFERADEBNPZ D2 DEMDBEREZBNLTOETUTF
1. 2002F DEMA YT — FEBRAR—Y A XY b DBN T,

FEATURED 37th Issue published Jan. 2002

I ﬂlE \ Note: The content is based on

1 Wikhin® A 2002, not present

CAMP FOSTER and LESTER

ON BASE SPORTS EVENTS OPEN TO LOCALS

Year 2002 begins. This year, there will be opportunities for local nationals to participate
in various sports competitions on base. The program is called 2002 Camp Commander
& Commanding General Cup. The participation fee is FREE. Theschedule is shown
below. Starting hours vary depending on the sport. The dates shown below are Camp
Commander’s Cup. The first and second place teams are qualify to play in Commanding
General’s Cup later in each month. The age limit is 18 years and older. Individuals are
welcomed to apply. For registration forms, please call Hiroko@645-7766. I
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in front of a banner that
highlights Cpl. Eric-John
Niss-Delesus.
EERTRANDRET —
AlCRBENT) VY-
Jav-ZR-TIV—HRA
ROBERDHI CEUVED
B85,

to be more, due to unreported near miss incidents.

Shawn Curtis, director of the Safety Office, said many
of those water-related deaths and incidents could
be prevented by understanding sea conditions, rip
currents, and by wearing life vests.

Curtis also said that such incidents not only place a
huge burden on the families, friends, and readiness,
but also endanger civilian and emergency responders,
as well as cause an unnecessary strain on emergency
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Jessica Niss talks about her son.

Marines and Sailors from Camp Foster and Marine Corps Air Station
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~ ica Ni BHS52R IKhfe THEH TWhkkKkd< BE2IVL12 Ko
Fute.nma listen to the message of Jessica Niss, mother of a drowned response resources of the host country and the U.S. Mo EENESITFLEDIR Z/ S DR el ANy 1’%1: R=ZB NK R Lo faBEERED B FIC DL
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Jessica Niss, standing in gDOd swimme . Eric-John from a young - ﬁ BEAEERILEV -L(’ g% E b % Lé g % =2
i D 5 = C
front of nearly 300 Marines BEEDIDNDULKENEEEANTHD age. When you are upset, %“ g 7 -y ;% tlEDh &
and Sailors at the theater in a crisis, or before taking T = é_ from the presentation slide. FEEEDR 51 K&V by f— B " & % S E_ h
on Camp Foster, gave her from the presentation slide. FBERDRZ 1 F&Y - - Q% E@ N E 3 Lﬁ 3; = &
_ p ) 8 _ _ action on a potential risk, 1 §gggg:q:*mf— K 5 R A Xﬁﬁﬁrcb%zz-anﬁ
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message of safety from a mother’s perspective and “Practice a pause.” Taking deep breaths was his way. S HEll "LA1TF2 03 H5D0DHEEY I C 5>87T
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of Summer safety campaign which runs Memorial Day eyed. Her voice trembled. Niss learned to live life in Okinawa. It QT "D COXERBED O i 7%\ TR B D ;\ é Topalbad *f %
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NISS P Continued from Page 20

he was doing everything he

was briefed, and reassured her.
However, what was missing was
that she had never thought about
wearing a floatation vest.

Cpl. Jordan Snell, 3D Intelligence
Battalion, Il Marine Expeditionary
Force, said that hearing Niss’ story
made him think about himself. He
reflected on himself saying that he
has always been a strong swimmer,
so even though he brought a life

“She has to relive it every time she
talks about it,” said Snell. “But she
does it for others, not for herself. It’s
like she’s living by his (Eric-John’s)
last Facebook post, which stated
‘those who help you when they’re
struggling. That’s what love is.” She’s
really sharing love by his definition.”

“I’m a mom bound by nature,” Niss
said.

She felt heard and said that even if
the service members took away just
a simple little sliver of the message,
it is so worth it.

conveyed to the audience that they
were much more important to their
families, friends, and to their units
than they could ever imagine. He
continued that, unfortunately, it
took a situation like this for them to
see how impactful they were and
how missed they would be.

“They (service members) forget
how important they are. They're
just doing the day in and day out,”
expressed Niss. “There is definitely
someone that will be affected if
you don’t come home. That’s the
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jacket, he has never really thought
of using it until he heard her story.
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She called it a real ripple effect.
If a Marine shares her story of her
son with another Marine
who was unable to attend
and hears her message, and
remembers to be careful,

baseline of it all. So do what you can
to be safe.”

Curtis, safety director, said “it
doesn’t matter who you are. As
a human, this relates to you. As
a Marine, as a Sailor, this story is

Jessica Niss talks about her son with the background slide
showing his funeral.
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When her story reached the point
of her receiving news from Okinawa
that her son had gone missing in a
distant country, and as she described
how she felt day by day until his
body was found, her voice sounded
as if she was crying, as many in the
audience sobbed as well.

Col. Jeffrey L. Hammond, deputy
commander, MCIPAC, who was the
commanding officer of Headquarters
and Support Battalion when the
Eric-John incident happened,
contacted Niss about her missing
son. In recalling the incident,
Hammond said, “she’s far away. She
doesn’t know what'’s going on. We
called her a couple times a day, the
goal was to help her feel as involved
as she was able to be.”

At the end of each session,
numerous members of the
audience walked up to her to thank
her and offer condolences for the
loss of her son. Snell also lined
up after the session. He wanted
to thank Niss for her bravery for
continuing to talk about her loss.
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that Marine is a part of the native to your experience. As a = ) [ < % B
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Battalion, 12th Marine
Regiment. He said that her story
helped people understand that you
have to take precautions and you
cannot take the water as a joke
because it can be a dangerous place.

Hammond said that to this day, he
thinks about what he could have
done to prevent the tragedy. “If
| just spent a little bit more time
on water safety talking, to me, it
would only take maybe a couple
more minutes, maybe it would have
resonated, maybe it would’ve made
an impact, and maybe we wouldn’t
have had this situation.”

“There’s nothing more difficult in
life than calling someone’s mother
trying to tell her that he’s not
coming home. | would do anything
that | could to not have to make that
call,” said Hammond.

However, he knew that it would be
more impactful for service members
to hear it from Niss than to hear
it over and over again from their
leaders, because her message would
be bigger than just water safety.

Hammond stated that Niss

that every time at least when | go
out, it’s going to be in the back of
my mind. Probably take those extra
safety precautions, take a pause.”

The six-day long training, which
consisted of 14 sessions concluded
on May 26 at Camp Kinser, with
nearly 5000 Marines and Sailors
from all over Okinawa, and a
little over 1000 students from
Kubasaki and Kadena High Schools,
participated.

The Marine Corps requires each
unit conduct mandatory pre-
liberty safety brief before every
weekend. Especially when summer
approaches, a lot of units focus on
water safety. On top of that, one
of the topics at the Newcomers
Orientation Welcome Aboard
brief when new Marines arrive at
Okinawa is water safety.

More information on water safety
can be read at
https://www.mcbbutler.marines.
mil/Base-Information/MCIPAC-
MCBB-Installation-Safety-Office/
Water-Safety/.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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Service members walk up to Niss at the end
of the session to express their gratitude for

her bravery in talking about her late son and
condolences for her loss.
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Participating players in the 17th Ryukyuan-American Youth Friendship Baseball Tournament listen to remarks of

Matthew Dolbow, U.S. consul general, U.S. Consulate General Naha, during the opening ceremony.
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the cooling off from 2020 due to the
COVID-19.
Association has three teams: Kadena

wrestlers from the U.S. and Japan to
Spartans, Foster Wolfpack, and

say the phrase together.
“One, two, three, Chibariyo!” The

able to come back together” after

As Banning speaks Japanese, he
children the translation “go for it”
in the Okinawan dialect and told
venue filled with shouts and cheers.

The first Okinawan open
tournament, in which Gladiators
invited local youth wrestlers, was
held in 2015, according to Master
Gunnery Sgt. Timothy Cope, one of
the first coaches of Gladiator Junior
Wrestling.

The Gladiator Junior Wrestling
Courtney Crushers. This season,
148 wrestlers signed up to join the

It was the largest youth wrestling
introduced to all the American

competition in Okinawa.

Col. David M. Banning, camp
commander for Camps Foster
and Lester, said, in his opening
ceremony remarks, "we are now

YOUNG GLADIATORS, LOCAL COUNTERPARTS
COMPETE IN ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME MATCH

.
TS
() 4
= _D
o0 AY
= '
—
[ I
S
Q ~
< R
- =
= 5
& u
S
[} B
@ A - N nw S
(o} P (] ere oc Y . ~ —
i N c Q c = @© = = = © = ©
£ © v _ T =] 2 T uwn =
g o 5% 3 £2:35:2%5 pIlZ2-:=323%3g 3§ ¢
S & SPE-%8 >8C-9%B 58 =-622c2E 25 §
& o =T £ a8 c<Ec 9 2 o TEsE S © -5 3 ie) :
S o C © S 0 O .= .= © ) o © o T wn e
o 2 o o © ~ A =] () c Y] S
g el c O O 0 B T L P DX o U =2 =35 00 ac - O c v
T MR L5202 QWID LSO SOLET T3 23=cwY RS
o _ T o ~-2=03F08 oE = < = 7 0 © c ) &
o] cC =g S E+ V3 agS&E 0L D c o Y= © + = € £
- 8520288850 cst Sanvpomp §IEES ch
: S0 ©® B o = w— © C [} c -~ € g = o O = [
ES 2 SoE£5£6y28 72953 . 5e2v002s £E9sE £ I
58 = £223502s082E283843csQE888C8 uSoEl -
=] o w = T T S £ o n © 3] £ c =N
= o © o O O ...Urm.Jadh..LrO nn = O = £+ = =
E5 o @ >~c>o< EBR ;2R 958820 cvwszs <520 3 S o
c 3 ©c &S ==0v 3z 0O 0+ B0 >V o 0= 9 O ©ww O =Y
S X © o “— c c.5 c C w O cDo ) .© o = o e
Ine) e O 2 S 5 .S c o = g 45 S v v 4
Wwe K PECTSo DT LI 8 =>T Q2 Y3+ O35 O w o v » O
£ N G EZScS cTVOoELZSPETSTEEGF 3 0u33a 5€E 328 o I
c 9 EZFHT gcc€c—_ 2700 82 029 90 5 9 o O = X
c o N = = ) S o & B s £ S5 O = n ] N S = o N
= = C = > O Q Q = > » T £ C F
8% i 2 @co08252 50 voR88SEzo. =8%cs g s &
s< B S5 ES 002822 E Ao sl g F 4
Ss X o003 a00<8 D80 <0o0oalkFDIC T2 ® g ®
BRI o M
DMA“_km
) |
Omam
O o ot




https://www.mcipac.marines.mil/News/Big-Circle/

https://www.japan.marines.mil/Misc/BigCircle/

— N ] AY AN » saa
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kinawa has about 20 fast-pitch  the team had just traveled to main- cans was a good opportunity for the NT Z7&LD = hEAElR%E " MEFALACERNASGY I I 7REARYEIR /
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ages 13-15. One of the teams ~ competition. playing in different atmospheres ZI RSP SHBAVCEBLNERSE "INV ENBEAENRFIIERL Y I
from local junior high schools played "] want my players to test their because they might feel nervous but T LE7 W Mg RENL “REe AHFAES IJTJ% FUEZES ;/ CF AW L 0%) Z V&
against Americans, April 2. strengths and weaknesses," said need to overcome the situations. »|r ? ; j SIS LENIEREART R b,5 LI\ I/ ;ﬁ f% % g( |) l\? _/L % ﬁ 7 15_' 4 S5 R 13
The American Legion fast-pitch soft-  Viktoria Hubberstey, the coach of the They played two games and the a7 -1 181 3 1F %‘% L Y 7km "7n A 5 | TTT?
ball team, newly established January ~ American Legion fast-pitch softball Japanese team won both. ; ,'J é ‘3 ’% S ¥ 1T %‘/ S 2% ; a':\ % % W i &» é 9 );l/ 7,%
2022, reached out to Chatan-Bitou team. She wanted her players to learn Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama @ 7 8 ; THRDODD | % % sk H | :() Ll.\ g
ior Hi ' i ¥ I Wz FRILERPEAEY KTLB
Junior High Sc.hoolscombllned from th(? local players. & 7|: 20t % R R R 5 h %
softball team in March. Reina Rogers, According to Hubberstey, the play F % & B CLATOfR®ICF © AB20H
a graduate of Chatan Junior High styles are different due to rules that c3 .y lkmeEdbB DIk -7 OHIEDH
. . . . 5 FEHZ ktEBAY X FrLLL
School and now a pitcher of American  vary from federation to federation in " = 7 1l BE0®|A R | © & L

Legion, became the bridge between the U.S. However, if they want to ad- :
Japanese teams and her own. She vance in the future, she wants the:m 7%‘ g 553 ’L%; it E% % E\ % 2N I_fl: 1t T t; [7: %3 " iE
contacted her former team members  to learn from Japanese teams which E2DT "&d clcliciBABL -1 13/\]
for this game while they were practic-  follow the rules to meet the Olympics. ° % EP E\ A C il 5 755'\ 5 - hE R 55% | %
ing at school. "They play differently, like the pitch- The American Legion fast-pitch softball team in red, white and blue, 9 = ;Co }é% gz\ |':T:'| % % {Ii\ ¢ % g %? ?( iz é F
The American Legion fast-pitch soft-  ing style is one example," said Kokone plays against a combined local junior high school team. 2 % DLeEY EFIHYFABILE T 7;5:
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GLADIATORS » continued from Page 14

Freestyle and folkstyle are the same in that competitors
face each other on the mat and fight one-on-one, using
techniques to put both shoulders of the opponent on the
mat to win. The main difference with freestyle is that if the
person on the bottom goes up, they get the same number
of points as a takedown.

In the match between the younger and lighter weight
group, a six-year-old Japanese wrestler, Yuno Furugen,
competed against a Gladiator. Every break, she rushed
to her mother crying, however, she did not give up. After
getting encouragement from her mother and coaches, she
went back to the mat. During her match, even though she
was still crying, her eyes showed a strong competitiveness.

“At the last match, she almost gave up but after | told her

if she won the match, she would get a gold medal, then she
went back,” said Kaoru Furugen, Yuno’s mother. Although
Yuno, herself, started wrestling when she was four, she had
been following her older brother to the dojo of the local
wrestling club since she was two. Her mother said wrestling
was part of her everyday life.

“She cries normally after she loses the match,” her mother
said. “But today this is the first time | saw this side of her.
| have never seen her cry like this during the match." Kaoru
said that she must have been so overwhelmed by the
enthusiasm of the audience and cried with emotion.

All four Japanese teams at the competition are with
Okinawa Wrestling Association under the non-profit
organization Japan Kids Wrestling Federation, where most
teams practice at their high school dojos.

According to Hirosane lkei, a coach from
one of the Japanese wrestling clubs, due to

counterparts train year-round and the Gladiators
only two seasons, the Japanese-U.S. Youth Wrestling
tournaments play an important role to some military
children. According to Cope, whenever wrestlers are
off the mat, their technique gets a bit rusty, so some
Gladiators register for Japanese clubs during the off-
season.

Although there is a language barrier, the wrestlers
do not seem to mind. They have a common language:
wrestling. Technique, gestures, and facial expressions
are also elements that break down the barriers. The
rules are different, but that is another benefit for both
to learn.

What individual wrestlers from both Japan and the
U.S. learn is that in wrestling one’s performance is what
matters. If you lose a one-on-one match, it is due to
your lack of practice. You cannot blame the outcome on

BASEBALL P Continued from Page 16

teams in other leagues.

Kayano Occomy, mother of Dragons’ pitcher, Luka
Occomy, who pitched against Urasoe Boys, thought that
the American teams were at a disadvantage because they
only practiced baseball for a few months in a year, but at
the same time felt bad because the Dragons and Panthers
players were older than their counterparts; however,
after she talked to some Japanese mothers and was told
that Japanese children could learn from American players
how to show their excitement and enjoy the game to the
fullest even when losing, she thought it was a win-win.

One of the Japanese on-lookers was surprised to see
how American players added excitement to the game, and
even their parents enjoyed the children’s performance
from the bottom of their hearts by cheering loudly. She

said that Japanese parents can learn from them.

“It's great to see sports, and the Japanese and American
teams, playing against each other and enjoying the
competition,” said Liszewski. “If they play together on
the field, they're probably going to be friendly with each
other when their paths cross in other parts of life. | think it
breaks down barriers that may exist. If we can bring them
together, there's a lot of goodness.”

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

Yuno Furugen, center, smiles at her first
place finish. —IDREEZ I (KR
RESZEBEEEPA (FR),

the low wrestling population in Okinawa,

only about 50 to 60 competitors, they

set the goal on high school students and

in strengthening their efforts to build up

wrestlers from elementary school age.
“You can't win at nationals anymore if you

start in high school,” said lkei.

Since the Japanese

anyone else like other team sports. However, if you win,
it gives you confidence and a great mental workout.

“Today, for the first time, something awakened in her,"
Kaoru described after her daughter’s match against the
American wrestler while smiling. “She might have gotten
power from everyone as the atmosphere was different
from a competition with only Okinawans.”

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
Competitors show their medals to each

other. BEVDAZ IV ERBEEIRFES L,
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Service members and
Amelia Earhart Taiko Club
drummers show off their
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OKINAWAN EISA DRUM DANCE

honor the spirits of their
ancestors during Obon
on the lunar calendar.
Obon typically lasts three
days but varies from
region to region. In a lot
of regions in mainland
Japan, Obon falls in mid-
August. People in Japan

Marine Program. Although he has
never done any dance with drums,
he had seen Eisa a few times before.
According to Sayson, the first day
was local Eisa performers showing
Marines and Sailors the whole set
of Eisa drum dances. “I will forget
everything,” he said. However, “it got
easier just by looking at the dancers.
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. . , The event gave an Banning said that because of COVID, By T & LI+ @8 515 5 % 1 o
. JRA e A R 51&0) Utl\ ?::r {)tgztlk
ines of vehicles and pedestrians  opportunity for the American many people did not have the KBS OBABA L | BYXLRABs A+ ELron N \be 52| CAZT | BA
waited to enter Camp Foster communities to learn about Eisa and  opportunity to experience activities alznEs LY AL CLBEOUT ALBON - BEDLEZLESL o C °
on May 14, as the base opened . ith local ities. “It i e " CHEROBCFI I BOVWTETREROHY R Y LXTYEFRZECRONE2ZFER
its gates to residents of Okinawa understand more about Okinawan V\fclt Oiat c;)m[cnum fs' fls a:n N E & ?15\ g % 2 ,Ir 7 ('75 g8 o ;;C %\ % g‘ )%\ - 7 fa) § ;"2‘ %'f j?' ;7( % B é ﬁ ol Ef }/l’ % g %) 5 %ﬁ g
. N lture. attempt to try to make up for los B2 =EE5 = 3 N 7 - H - - 5 DT 2> |
Camp Foster hosted an Eisa festival ~ “4""U"® ) time and to help show both sides B3 7?_ ¥ 7?_ l< 1 % F-BABE % T B E Z“ h = < F - e % B3 % é@ 7/0 L& EE A E
featuring young adult Eisa groupsas ~ One step at a time oki 4US i) that TSt 5 & 1% SMEZRARS Z £ oYM 2 ‘\; cHEE =S 5T &R B L2 s 5% 7 &R
> he night of March 21. 2023 (Okinawan and U.S. community) tha 3 f= 5gb\2ﬁ$,§g§_’§§7|5p\]g =P 5 - 4?21‘—@/ =YL
well as a new group of Marines and On the nig , ) we want to make these connections FE BRIALZFT2~%8 TO2FXBOD E T L I & i 4@/ Ic ) tx=%yE [ =
Sailors performing Eisa drum dances  sounds of loud drums beating were . ' B D % fEntlcirssrc>z2mzgy | £ TH i Pl EE Yy M Ba by Zigig
; ; We want to not just reconnect, but r HECHSFY Vs ERhARFOR 3 = (zBEfrtoEgz T NhE2 "HE %
in front of an audience for the heard near the Chatan Chamber make our relationshio stronger ” he AN SRATH CLEE Y + nE 5Fo 2% 2 | 75 29T wa
first time. Both U.S. and Japanese of Commerce building. It was the continued P ger » ikl EZEQN ‘\l" 2R EEHmyEFTE ; 2 <8 ;@ F1 2% ;‘E L2 > T2 ) g
audience members sat together to sound of Eisa drums. Japanese A - . . & F ® E; LI |L = %> FRE - & 2 ,; i zh JL; 5 —C\ A I &'E & @ﬁ ) 7:5 £ _ &7
. o . ccording to Hiroko Tomimura, 5 UElk7 72 lc/NT TCHA L . 3 WY ED2Fp 2N PR 3
spend an evening watching Eisa. and Americans, young and old, all community relations specialist of Iz “Eg o % D ZATR_ALTE gﬁ’@ + R I <ig ¢ f:% ElL g I S
Background - 2022 mingled in one room. Camps Fos»;er and LestF;r Banning's I = g $ é E 4 ifg: % Z z 7%\ 71 7; La\ B ) fé éf EA JL-T:; )% zal_: LB\ a % ?50 4 Eubﬂ % £ 2
It started more than a year ago “The first (event), it was just to show strong enthusiasm remai'ned pz % % 51 YA Ell T # 1%1 E 3 ST g% ;\ % < :() %\ 5D 4 R xE 71] ;F—% = g g ;
when Col. David M. Banning, camp  and now it's a chance to participate,” unchanged from the beginning VAT = /\%% i EEH%EE% t10m$5: £ B S ?Fi% S D& 55 52T
commander for Camps Foster and said Banning. This was his next step Despite taking into account the /lf ? 2 i5( II* wE 28 ? 7]2[1 < lf': iE e % % % % F:\'? nosg T LT\ 78\ -3 L'5\ % $ IS b—(\ 2\ ;Plf 772_\
Lester, talked with leaders in Chatan 0 bring his idea to life. “We're very ible obstacl N EHQTAE ??'E( Motk ?\ 2o "BIET S N X BN DL % F <
Whi thankful that Jaagaru and Eguchi numerous possivle obstacles, Y o kEk@ma® X D7 TR2L & S S % £ i3 % IJ'JE—/'-E [ % T,
Town, which borders Camp Foster, garu g Banning made the joint Eisa practice b FEpopRZ B &t 7 % ET OB & ES S * PARZS %
about sharing their drum dance, Young Adult Associations sent between the service members and E Wz B B4 TFL A TR E C S LR
Eisa, with U.S. service members and ~ their teams to teach us this very i
their families complicated part of their culture.” the Chatan teams possible. BEIIENOCRZREcm BT ®AD TOOLAT L HHBH =2
g hi dul o Trial and error WRIEITEBA "GREANELTCEBXELIL5NYZTAXRCH2 TALRICASHELR
While Eisa performances on base Eguchi Young Adult Association is . FEE DL R hHhDPBEEDETLEC-_AEEA VT sHL C2BE HbERIT
are not new, Banning’s goal is for one of the only two remaining eisa As time passed on, several changes TUOBLIVBRLESOAETEANRSZELEY FEAKRKCABEDSE2H3E 85
’ g g . [ = 7:‘)\ N 7’— N = =N \ﬁ % \ . 5 =
: : ) in Chatan Town. alone with were made, such as moving the DORXDNBEMFLEFECE NA " HWT/7GUESES7T N, LEgY L2 LBHRCT
Marines and Sailors to participate teamsin ’ g , : ; CELEHBICHITENEZ 2RSS * =4 FBENEB FENCE2BHh &
. practice location to base. Since the s 1= X b crenocanss BmoRE T A AN -
and perform with the ocal dancers.  Jaagaru. Marines and Sailors took.a bus to x By IS :CJ ;g;j % n g% % % EJ“ Jg;j% IUE) E ft % E 7455 % < ¥ g E /’g %@ L II\ 1L’/l o jb: 0%) ?g 2R b
. ; - - 5 2 i X g , NS S TR = — SN T
Banning started with |nV|t‘|ng. the Nine Marmes and sailors gathered the venue, if someone was late g L& CHLARL#T ’Iib L 1R 2 T &% B K )lﬁ 7 ;S A @; LEFFI E I w»ah
Jaagaru Young Adult Association to learn Eisa through coaches from s . WAL &% "oz ® & NFE 7D mhLBEa LR 72 2TeSicd Sd 2
o own o Setamber b g e Fedraton, 440 Wor woudfet A RS £ 0 1S IS Rdd 1 | M T ARSI HR 1504 S0 )
to Camps Foster, Lester, and Plaza consisting of those two young adult ~ €Ntire group. However, by having 8 TEA VS R @ &R % & EE:) ;%% 7 % A 7,} B T=c PR Sy % R
Housing. The Jaagaru Eisa group associations, with support from the practice site on base, service BE BT 5 ‘Zi? JF‘E? PEBOHE %? A g BN
marched through the residential Firebird Taiko Club drummers from mempers could come on foot_and [—g 7—2 7] % g & % % E = |C ”ﬁ % % = & n QC *?5 '; %4 u_;(k 5
area streets on base while they Amelia Earhart Intermediate School, Practice as soon as the local Eisa S CLE EO0g MY > B I%l nRps2 WmE71tasr
performed. Kadena Air Base. crews arrived. Banning appreciated s S®m_£21 ° ;(E SEg28Tn _EHZ W
that Chatan members helped teach = ‘HKEECDOH STABARX BREZAY®
Eisa is one of the most well- “I'm interested in dance, so I'm , P B LETJ BE LV 2LAN0LHAR FHEEIXDFE
known Okinawan folk performing here,” said Cpl. Steven M. Sayson Service members after work, even = | *ér% 7z Tz zé?\ H % 5 Hh % [ = ? T %= g ﬁf il
arts centered around taiko drums. of Marine Wing Communications though 'F was‘the off-sgason for Eisa. w  C é:) ;3 o ;b;; 75 W % Z‘f\ < onﬁ g Z 5 rg D& {izj E
In Okinawa, young people from Squadron 18, Marine Aircraft On April 4, Eisa practice took S} x@ %I 1:5 Ly X 2 D oy Ez D & R 72 753\
each district parade through the Control Group 18. He found out Continued on Page 8 EISA 5 B L@ % D E'? //\ & iﬁill }5\ @ %ﬁ E ,f?; ) ? iIZID: 9, 20
community roads while dancing to about the event through the Single Z - A =l & RN < G % &

A Marine and a local member give each other a fist bump
after the performance. JBER TR . BV DFHERESWNY
— 2y FEIHBEKBEMTEER AV /\—,

10 — Sept 2023 2023 985 —9




https://www.japan.marines.mil/Misc/BigCircle/ .

@ https://www.mcipac.marines.mil/News/Big-Circle/

EISA}ContinuedfromPagelo think will give them %@ —.2% 9 — ('/S - Eéig%glggiﬁ'ﬁ)kigi ?%é% I Egélg%
a better sense of & 1 B Np = SF m B EaE ST MA TSN B BT mh
| I h h ) 2000 DT "YW HREAFBEE T 7HHAATEN & ™A BE
place as normal; however, the connection to the CUNE2 g CHIBDEDDTBSFOLANS Y 271 | EVFc
atmosphere was similar to that of local community,” ERAD 3 = dLitmz<Eac!|l LcraREETH | 4 F1 ElaszrtA 9
a cram school. Many big sheets of ; o up po) "HE B VEBEIK bl nrsY Y LoTxg e F 2 VD5 35FEE14 N
_ : y big said Banning. “And ‘C“{%CS’Eﬁ%‘L;‘Iid)}ji@%\b*b‘7/§°E4D*ETMLXO Bz cHhmEE 4
paper with words were spread out  they| see their FC0EZR SKSUBRR Ao -LE9LEo L2 TammEr_
on the whiteboard in front of the Eisa  community group 3 FLETCU BEn mE ARERD Z_ 2 = RAN & T gk o L /( o=
group. A local Eisa member with a . . Marines and Sailors perform eisa for the first time in front of the 3: ~ ﬁ £ H 2 ﬁ THBT JE x 'ﬁ % H & 2 7 L B T TS F | ﬂg Ly g_?_ V:] e > ,15
: ; is more than just audience with local Eisa members and Amelia Earhart Firebird Taiko Club - I b e D g =\ 2 EE Y < EP SRL 2 X<E 1&1 - =} BEnglcT S
drumstick stood by the whiteboard the base. but that #EZ R BBl "3 HELn CYELBE TEY S T Y = F AN
and pointed to the note here and e drummers Ao =L MBI "EsBsBEEER \EEET DxEKXZ IR ;*E
here throughout th : they've actually ot R T P N e Lo R e SR cglty =4 HamrBlzs EPS Rpka2 OBL57E <
flore hrougnout The prattice. connections outin NN CEINNG SERN EE T PN TSR R EY REgETe Zv Quredrssiaimc RSN Faudos b
- They [service members) were - town.” S2CAm @i LohGAMAI OHCHE BSTL BEL 220
aving a hard time tearning hesni Chatan Mayor senior performers’ support,” said glumT Lo RBggoieoy \@iesg Byl ZE V5L E
(shouting) just by hearing people ; ; - P pport,” . 2% rp= EY 281rh " BHSTF AT Lo G4 Bh 7| C%a
it 7 caid Christi b h Masashi Toguchi stated that there Higa, who has been performing Eisa AT *E5H " (rEfasgsll Z 15 WL f '09) 7 N A N N — |
say it,” said Christina Scarborough,  yould be meaning in not just ith th iation for f NIV 2 EEURlRAERIZTCRELS LipoE Caip& =T,y
a teacher at Amelia Earhart 0o Ei ; With the association for four years o S 225 e - 27 Hh Fafg it a
doing Eisa but also learning about since he was in the ninth erade. “but " s 7?_ < U SfkeaRs b, 2 old &F 7 4 SKSHHE I
Intermediate School and founder of : ; : grade, 5 A e . XZEEHDE I b I hHK HEmzD Wl 1 4 &
Firebird Taiko Club. wh the history and background in because Eisa season starts in June D A * B BSZoEE 7 ’,7\ AoA0 Lyx3 rE_ HEE )2
irebird 1aiko Llub, who came up advance. He thought the degree of d ends on the last dav of Ob =7 Hz B gy R332 B A TE DEE | WT
with the idea of using the note on L - : and enas on the last day or Ybon, [ N Y = Y fe = Y= 7Y S5 & LT B kP s
> ) concentration in practice may differ Il lv about f h 5 A& wABYIes S L N »H Ic BoaIRx Ly
the board. “Especially with so man : - normally only about four months a X Z \ it g ETF N I » =a By F
" . "Esp | y o Y after having a deeper understanding year, they need two Eisa seasons.” im
new military people who have never - ; ’ :
done Eisa bzf%rer;eein the words of Eisa, and might have made the “Our progress is all because of A eSS O EHBORKR S5 WUEREK CcHB tE ®BNET Y &1
g degree of improvement increase. them (the Associations),” said DORBEE O ° " FLVWYEXbYTIOZF 7 ThEBEXEEZBEKAM g5 % X8 |l Lo
can help them know how and what : A ’ , A IENITOR7ONEGASADCHAhEEYZ 30U mMFOCH in
to say and remember it.” Cry or laugh - Last practice week Banning. “They’ve been exceedingly EQOH IE-_LTCI @ G TcLiciYyb2E B z2Tazr 7L I <L
' day i hing; Ei nerous with their time, and it’ NEBYET Y TIRUDBSDV XTI V3L g AL THR - fLhagnl
The day is approaching; Eisa gene , S 7 8 |§,7.._Hj]7gﬁ%kb\%tzm/rﬁQﬁjﬁﬁILﬁE|4®%Ar—ﬁK
practice was done outside. They very humbling that they are willing i‘? > a5 K ?r T 0 H ;g, 505 I %= 9k Yoz | E e ﬁ = o I
needed to learn the movement, not  to invest their time and expertise to neé& B &k 2 BTAYET K “25 1k Z4J 518 ANEEEING D NEE
. . . : ” rE B=ED {REYR “LRk-BE LS3580%285% | ABHICH
just drumming but also formations. teach us about their culture. 5 |2 B 2 % 2 S HhEREAS LR LY 3 - % NEGFDED SR
Eisa can be performed while the The day has come - culmination 2 %ﬁ % F%E N é( ?_L—\ /I_C\ 7’,)— g 2 0<) % % lT— E g & E ; I’i nao T g;\ g i % g E E E
dancers walk through the streets of 61 1500 spectators, according Br BLEL TT0CEAEg L s BFEYECS HoRBREHEREH
aresidential area, staged inside to Camp Foster Camp Services, 81 Tl é Do-sg N amel LBH Gl g, | "0&83I#HA —
building or outside at a huge venue. hered at the parking lot by th P TAET @BBETzonzgEprUl LWTrES Xz T L% (&
. > | TIeE VETIUE.  gathered at the parking lot by the N e 3 ) REZZvmaS520a Aimgs Sa7s kT
They improved a lot,” said Hiroshi Exchange on Camp Foster, May 14. E = S 2 THET 57( TRz L’(\ e D ik I;E NE A E B0&
Ahagon, former member of Eguchi ; ; £ i 58] YAV AH WL 2D I gXp I 2 Vg B %
- Ten Marines and Sailors debuted as =~ & 5 L2k 1 n 5w I TRV S | = S E
Young Adult Association who was Eisa drum dancers 2 %’ % s 5‘% D2 % EF DROSY #OY2L BEZnN32 k K >
. . * — AY . - ~
' supporting the practice from the Lance Cpl. Christian Cardenas with N i 5 ﬁ BSLE TR K t\ %: 3 ?L I!;t SRS 2E |L % 75 /&\ 7
A local member points out notes for shouting during start in March. Ahagon acted as Headquarters and Support Battalion R Ix jl;, 7‘3’; 27* = e e £y = Ay JT = f%[l m| ; & fg E * F 5= %
practice. FREH., BRF D21 I JITEDOETA the group’s Jikata, a singer and ;(\ C‘:\ =) 79) = &3 e - 17:: =)L B S 7= = e o B
i A A o\ expected a few people to show up & X c Bwx c@E  h J & g = Z TR a
EEEIHITEER AV /N —, sanshin player in practice, and as but after seeing the crowd, he said B o > 7§ CE | ‘If; 5 AR %}J T ¢ % £ % 7%: z L I\/I = % 1% g H % ;7( é’_ﬁ _lj_
a Chondara, a comical character of  «p yiery nervous, but this gives the % f<3 /I\ on o Lx FCRg BB KX TR I ’—i& 7P AR
Deeper understanding of the the performance who pumps up opportunity for a lot of people to \ \
history of Eisa spectators and helps the formation  ¢e¢ 4 jittle bit of Okinawan culture.” WeEFE B2 TLVY Do L EOHANE/N FAKRST BFHREERD I
On April 20, less than halfwayto 10 StV in order during theactual e event began when Marines RN I It e LI LA L 1
their event t'arget date of May 14, perfor.manc‘:e. ”Ha‘ndl.lng drumstIcks, Sailors, members of the young B Hh A 4’7{ Ty kS :E 20n Y oo N % g EE R Lé’ £ I f_i 4< 3= Z% i &3
Marines and Sailors showed up an dropping hips, swmglng.drums, It adult associations, and Kadena 1 G ;/\ I 5—2 % LI— ;“;& % E) gE %Zr % 2 al) g; < % g&_? A *71 ’L ;5—’ 2 % % S| ;} 1t :; 3‘ g # /
hour earlier than their usual practice all got much better. | think we will Firebird drummers marched into the T ? 5‘:) | R S5E 0 — ) 5 B 54 B hrwrm Yon 2 X PICAKRCHD
. make it. The drums are all in place, “ B ” | CELSB G BHr C = P R= S | % XS5 F e o ) ==
time. That day, they were to learn venue. They played “Chatan-mura, L2cwme 527 SFQERB EDFE "< Mo B L EDEICh
‘ ) : and so is the performance.” “Qpichioarhi o mu i (P EXE2a 28 nLBLE R D EaBRTHMEB LR EAE ST Eg
about the history of Eisa, taught by . ice leader of th Shichigachi (July) Eisa,” “Hananu $ THARE Ii% ER R 7'—_0 20 % i A BEryxcEmEr | 2503 g
personnel from the Chatan Town Tatsuki Higa, a vice leader of the  yajimaya,” “Tenyo-bushi,” and X ENTL EBLERT o533 UBIcH_ Bzl SolNNT g
Board of Educati Eguchi Young Adult Association, | 2% 3 ?%I:T“fil\‘ H%Iiﬂ%”:c‘: .{g %;(—:,( I 75:@;’_}73@%, I\\,rlﬁé:jg
oar _0 ucation. . . gave a passing score of 80% for Continued on Page 5 P EISA v KT = :E 2 75 5= 8 & ¥+ ﬁ = LA R7ZThH L j; - Lfi Yz T n
Banning wanted to give his fellow _ ~ B )1 N Tl laTeldfkiELfElic ~?
. . he level of the service members’ = < B 2L VvVEZYSE "BrEoxm <
bers an opportunity to "¢ S52% @ 4 . I 1 £ _BfE * 17
pervice mem PP Y erformance that had improved IZ Y R lmcl BT SRtz mE
know more about Eisa, which they P et P X% 5 CSOoRPRANCx*Mam o7z qpE
Idb forming with thei greatly in just over a month and a # I fz BzledF L5y y YTl
wo'u € pe.r ormIng W e half. The deduction was due to the | 34 04 ; cLEu %z INEL 7 B 154 v
Okinawan friends in front of many line formation falling apart if no o N A ES SETARE | Bty s zxu8
spectators in less than a month, marks were resentg P g 12 20 El N 3_2 % 15 ﬁg z C 7_3)_‘ ;E&)i QJ a5 :/( £ ] g
. . . £y = - /N H | - N
according to Tomimura. “Normall vr\)/hen 3 New berson fcg z 2 < }}; L % 71 X5 5 g) g“\ ;?g %) i 3/( A
“Learning about the history of Eisa, 1ally. P S0 E,te wEZBETy Thx™ B335
and interacting with the seinenkai starts Eisa, it takes at least a year for % H& f ) @ D E %ﬂ /r ,j_l\\ L—(\ 3 7 & Eg i 7f|>\‘ 7%’\
(young adult association) members, | them to be able to perform without #% E Tz g 8 % & & 7 I % + 2 g A 7% 7 L

Spectators from on and off base watch Eisa performance at the Camp Foster Eisa Festival.




™ Ushijima asks
¥, Majewski
" what the

https://www.japan.marines.mil/Misc/BigCircle/ .

@ https://www.mcipac.marines.mil/News/Big-Circle/

bullet

in the pacific theater, Commanding
General Mitsuru Ushijima, who led
the 32nd Army, made two military
orders which became controversial
in post-war. In the so-called
“Southern Retreat,” he withdrew
the Imperial Army to Mabuni, the
southern part of Okinawa where
residents had evacuated. Another
order was left before his death,
“fight bravely to the end and live up
to the eternal cause,” which meant
a never-ending battle until every
last soldier was killed. Both orders
caused many casualties among
residents in Okinawa.

Sadamitsu Ushijima, the grandson
of the general, visited the Kinser
Battle of Okinawa Historical Display,
April 20. For nearly 30 years, he
has been collecting information to
track down what happened to his
grandfather and why he made such
orders during the Battle of Okinawa.

Although he is the grandson of the
commanding general, Ushijima had
long been conflicted and avoided
facing this fact. “I stopped thinking
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elementary school teacher at the
time, studying Okinawan nature

for a school project. He was still
hesitant to set foot on Okinawa soil.
However, on the last day of the trip,
Ushijima came to the mainland and
visited Okinawa Prefectural Peace
Memorial Museum when, for the
first time in almost three decades,
he realized that he wanted to learn
more about the Battle of Okinawa
and his grandfather.

As soon as Ushijima entered the
Kinser Battle of Okinawa Historical
Display, he presented Chris
Majewski, a Marine veteran and
the director of the display, with
reports he had collected about the
32nd Army, and materials he used
for a recent class on the Battle of
Okinawa. Ushijima’s interest was to
get more information on the tunnels
of the 32nd Army's Shuri Castle
command center bunker.

He introduced himself, saying that
he had been very much looking
forward to coming to see the display
as the U.S. Army's research was

analyzed them. At a certain page, he
compared the drawing on the book
with an aerial photo of the area he
brought with him.

Nakamura said the Japanese
did have a rough plan of the site,
but the only thing that actually
measured and determined the
length, depth, and more was the
Intelligence monograph.

Ushijima hoped to see more
photos which were not attached
to the monograph. He believed
that the images would be good
since the U.S. cameras were better
quality and professional combat
photographers took them.

After going through the Intelligence
monograph, Ushijima toured the
display and stopped at one place.

“Okinawa Convention and Visitors
Bureau told me about this place,”
Ushijima said. “They visited here
and saw the picture of my

*Note: When Memorial Day was

established, it was set on June 22 but was
changed in 1965 to June 23.
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“Toshin-doi.”

Then, the Kadena Firebird young
drummers, Eguchi and Jaagaru
Young Adult Associations followed
with performances of their own.

Masaru Tsukamaya, one of the
Japanese on-lookers, stated that
after seeing the Eisa performance of
young students from Firebird Taiko
Club, he was deeply touched by the
effort the young children put into
learning and remembering foreign
cultures, which he thinks even many
of his own kind have long forgotten.

Toguchi was curious about how
the Marines would hold the
Eisa event, saying that Eisa is a
good form of cultural exchange
from the perspective that better
understanding each other's
strengths could make the city a
better place to live in many ways.

Toguchi continued that considering
the time of practice and the
complexity of Eisa from Chatan

Young Adult Federation, which

is said to be one of the top in
Okinawa, Marines and Sailors did

a great job. “If they practice a few
more months or a year, they could
be in the same shape as our Chatan
Town Young Adult Federation.”

“It was really amazing!” exclaimed
Issei Ameku, a vice leader of the
Eguchi Young Adult Association who
has supported the practice. After
all the performances were done,
he could not hide his excitement
and said, “it is difficult even for
Okinawans. And for overseas
military personnel to be able to
perform at such a high quality in
two months, and with only two
practices a week instead of every
day, is amazing potential!”

He knew that service members
had filmed and reviewed their own
performances and those of the
Jaagaru-Eguchi members, and had
practiced Eisa on their own when
they were off. “l could feel their
hard work came through,” said

Ameku.

Banning said that being able to
learn about Okinawan culture and
participate in significant events
would make the service members'
experience in Okinawa more than
just a military experience. “l want
to try to make sure everybody else
has the same opportunities to share
those experiences.”

Banning stated that through
this event he was able to show
people more possibilities when
Marines, Sailors, and Okinawans
work together, while stressing that
without the support of the local
community, this event would not
have been possible. He added, “I
think it's a great example of what is
possible when the base and off-base
communities are able to cooperate
as closely as they have. Even with
the language barrier and schedule
conflicts, you're still able to make
really cool things happen.”

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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grandfather’s body and said they
were speechless with emotion.”

He looked up to the displayed
panel on the wall. It was a picture
of the bodies which are believed
to be that of General Ushijima and
Isamu Chou, chief of staff. Ushijima
said he doubted the body in the
photo was his grandfather’s because
of the body’s condition and the
background of the place differed
from his memory.

“He was thin and the place is not
right. Where he died, the command
bunker at Mabuni, didn’t have wood
pillars but the photo shows a pillar,”
said Ushijima.

Ushijima continued on the photo
saying that, according to the
American interrogation record, Lt.
Kiyoshi Haginouchi, a former deputy
of the Okinawa Military Police who
confirmed the bodies, even said the
picture is not that of the general.

“Therefore, this photo is neither
from Mabuni nor Mitsuru Ushijima’s,”
said Ushijima.

Majewski agreed about the doubt
because the background of the cave
where the bodies were lying looked
different from what he remembered
about Mabuni, as he had been to
the cave many times. "There was no
ledge in Mabuni," said Majewski.

Majewski also said he doubts the
general, a Satsuma native of the
current Kagoshima Prefecture,
would have died in the way that was
reported because he had a strong
sense of samurai spirit. Reports
suggest he died by gunshot suicide,
which would have conflicted with
his personal values, according to
Majewski.

4 — Sept 2023

Normally in Japan, those who
believed in the samurai spirit
followed the traditional samurai
style ritualistic suicide which is
to cut their own stomach and to
be beheaded by someone at the
same time. That was considered
to be a death to restore honor for
themselves or for their families.

Ushijima and the museum officials
agreed to replace the embedded
photo caption to reflect their
conversation.

Ushijima also noted, in front of the
display of his grandfather’s replica
uniform with the rank insignia of
lieutenant general and a note of his
death as June 21, that his family has
the anniversary on June 22 based on
the information the commander’s
wife received. He also said the Army
promoted his grandfather to general
after his death.

Majewski said if Ushijima had
questions about the display, or
wanted to know something about
it, he would know it intimately and
could give him an answer.

After looking around the display,
Ushijima asked Majewski if he
could tell the size of the bullet
found at Komesu, Itoman, on his
laptop monitor. The picture showed
a fragment of a bullet. Ushijima
wanted to know whether it was
from land-based artillery or if it was
from a ship and what type.

Majewski guessed by looking at the
size of the piece that it would have
been 12-16 inches and could have
been launched from a battleship. He
showed Ushijima an eight-inch bullet,
the biggest size from land-based
artillery to back up his theory.

“l use this piece in my class, | want
to make sure where the thing came
from. Class materials must have a
basis,” said Ushijima. “It could be
from the Japanese side.”

Ushijima explained that during
the course of his research into his
grandfather, he discovered many
things that helped him understand
what the Battle of Okinawa was like
and what his grandfather did with
what authority.

“When | thought about what |

Ushijima

" readsanote
in front of his
grandfather's
replica
uniform.
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should do with this information, |
decided that | should not keep it to
myself, but pass it on to others,”
Ushijima continued. “My aunts and
uncles respected my grandfather so
much that they would not look into
it the other way around.”

The grandson expressed mixed
emotions, saying he was not sure if
his feelings and thoughts about his
grandfather had changed before
and after his research, and mused
that he had stopped thinking about
him for a long time, that he did not
want to touch the subject, and that
it had taken him quite a while to
think about it.

“People are not two sides of the
same coin, good or bad, but can
change depending on the situation,
and it is important to know how
not to lead that situation into war,”
Ushijima said. He expressed that it
is his responsibility to learn about
the impact of his grandfather's
decisions and to pass it on to the
next generation.

Ushijima visited the display to
seek information for research, and
Majewski said that there were
items which might help him. A
sake cup found at the general’s
headquarters cave in Mabuni was
one of them. Majewski handed it
over to Ushijima, saying, “the cup
may mean more to you because
it came from the cave where your
grandfather died.”

Majewski believed in hands-on
learning and understood that having
the students actually see and touch
real war-related artifacts or pieces
of iron or brass that used to be
parts of weapons could have a great
impact. He was happy to pass onto
Ushijima items that give him more
to show to his students.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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the command
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From Editor's Room

In Japan, autumn used to be called "the season of appe-
tite," "the season of reading," and "the season of sports."
Japanese have thought that autumn is the best season
for all of these because it is neither too hot nor too cold.
Aside from the two aforementioned, however, it seems
that sports are no longer associated with autumn due to
the recent heat wave that seems to have passed global
warming by the wayside. Nevertheless, | have featured
the sports activities among Marines, their family mem-
bers, and the local community.

As some readers may have noticed from the cover
photos, the U.S. Marines in Okinawa have been engaged
in competitions with local teams in Okinawa, formerly
under the Ryukyuan government, since before the return
of Okinawa to mainland Japan 1972. It has not changed
and the same goes for today, with athletes overcoming
language barriers to showcase their skills and abilities in
friendly competitions, exchange games, and tournaments.

During my interviews, | found that there seemed to be
no distinction between Marines, Americans, and Jap-
anese, as they all strive to achieve the same goals and
objectives. | was impressed by the fact that they said that
having competition between two different cultures was
an opportunity to learn from each other's good points
and, at the same time, to improve their weaknesses.

We hope that through this issue we can convey some of
the atmosphere and other aspects of the exchange to our
readers.
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Kinser Festival
HBj/date and time

9H10H & 11H
13:00~21:00
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Futenma Flightline Fair
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13:00~21:00
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Courtney Festival
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We want your feedback
on the Big Circle mag-
azine! Please take our
survey and let us know
what you think by visiting
this link:

https://bit.ly/201q125

TR EZER L MR - Fiim
BEERDOT ZLDFTEDERK
DTER. R CBRZS
FELTEVE Y. KB
BEESZHED L. T77Y
U AWK IFHEICT
TEROIKRETHIFERET
BIEILIZEL,

T —NRER:
https://www.surveymon-
key.com/r/HQRL3D2

T901-2300

BRI T

TR BB
BLDG.1, COMMSTRAT (UNIT
35001)

RETER RER

BEES:

(098) 970-1220

AX—)b:
MCBPAC.MCBBUTLER.O@
USMC.MIL

Kinser Elementary Summer Camp
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Local children and Kinser Elementary School students play a game at a one-day camp at Camp Kinser, Urasoe, Okinawa, June 24.
While Ayano Shimojo, Japanese cultural teacher, held summer camp from June 13 to July 1, she, together with Asako Ishimura, a
community relations specialist, Government and External Affairs, organized one-day camps on the weekend to invite local children
and let them experience that the language barrier is not an obstacle but something that can be overcome through many activities.
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On the cover

Collage of old newspaper clippings from the Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma's handmade album. The upper left (JP cover) is an
announcement of Futenma Basketball friendly game (1965), the lower
left is a Judo tournament (1963) among all Okinawa Police Departments,
and the right (EN cover) is the championship of Futenma male team at
a Badminton tournament (1964). They show that Marines have been
actively involved in sports exchanges with the surrounding area even
before Okinawa's reversion to mainland Japan. EXRREMZEMDF(E) 7
JVNLDS HVHEREYIVREDT V1, £ L (BARERE) /X7y
FR—IVEREREDSHSE (19655F) £ T BilgFRE (1963F) . KU
A EERE) . \FIVhARe (1964F) IFEXRET > DTEREISE.
IR TRIFLETO SEIEMA ELOHIEE R AR —Y R CRRAICEDD
TWeZ 5D DA%, Graphic by Yoshie Makiyama / #&1l1 #35T

(Photo by Yoshie Makiyama / B&  #&L#T)
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All Okinawa
Judo Federation

5
EEs
EXRIFVESMN

TR o
BEv S Ah=J AR

EEK R

: 'm_. T E _—
. [V nhmm mﬂnJhiliﬂW 5
.ﬁﬂmmwﬂWJA 7 : =i
H::.msm.mﬂaﬁ:uu.ﬂﬂﬂmHHﬂMi
HN.MH.WH« ﬁElllﬁWm..ﬂ
M?:.bfmulﬁ | (OFSR) o
i e Tl PR | P 18 BE a..lq.. .
o 2 %..il.ﬂﬁr.hc -]
-3 i | T =i

b= 5

vacmall, 5
.M.hu.l.._”“...._...{:al,._ Bl

St ﬂ.m..._q..ﬁnma_..._v ha!
. + s Al | =X i
¢ LD | B e

the C group two
years in a row.
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