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U.S. PRESIDENT JOSEPH BIDEN ARRIVES IN JAPAN FOR G7 SUMMIT IN HIROSHIMA 2023
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President Joseph Biden arrives at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, May 18, 2023. Biden attended the G7
Summit in Hiroshima alongside world leaders from Japan,
Italy, Canada, France, United Kingdom, Germany and the
European Union.

Photo by Cpl. Evan Jones
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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued
by Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,
to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles

and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may
not always reflect the official views or
opinions of the U.S. government or the
U.S. Department of Defense.
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resident Joseph Biden visited

Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni and met with Marines,
Sailors, and members of the Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force before
departing for the G7 Summit in
Hiroshima, May 18, 2023. This is
the first time a U.S. president has
visited MCAS Iwakuni since former
President Obama in 2016.

Biden held bilateral discussions
with Japanese Prime Minister
Kishida Fumio on the same day and
attended the G7 Summit alongside
world leaders from Japan, Italy,
Canada, France, United Kingdom,
Germany, and the European Union
from May 19 to 21, 2023.
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“President Joseph Biden dEpartsTn'Nlmne on Marlne Corps Air Statlon Iwakuni, Japan,
May 18, 2023. Photo by Cpl. Evan Jones
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Air Force One lands at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, May 18, 2023.
Photo by Cpl. Raymond Tong
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First Lady of the United States Visits Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni

irst Lady Jill Biden visited MCAS Iwakuni

May 21, 2023, and joined the community in
celebration of the MC Perry High School Graduating
Class of 2023. She shared some advice to the
graduating class and their families and wished them
luck on the bright futures ahead of them.

Jill Biden said to the graduates; “You face
challenges, setbacks, and disappointments that so
many people your age are shielded from,” “You are
better prepared to face the future than almost anyone
your age,” “Your path sets you apart and that’s your
strength. Hold on to your kindness. Keep serving in
your own way. You have everything you need to make
your mark to paint your own path. So now it’s time to
go forward to something great.”

Photos by Cpl. Calah Thompson
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Wayne Akers, a bulk fuel specialist with Marine Wing Support
Squadron 171, refuels an F-35B Lightning Il aircraft during forward arming refueling point training.

%i Ho
ramhnance technician with Manne
B Lighting Il during forward arming

refueling point tralnlng

7

h Marine Fighter Attac!

arming refueling point training.

B ECHR I T2 Th Y (VMF 5 h S
ﬁﬁ’:t IN—I\— I~ 2)—Z U.S. Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 171 and Marine Fighter Attack Squadron
U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Herbert Tunley Il, a fixed-wing aircraft mechanic with Marine Fighter (VMFA) 242 prepare to refuel an F-35B Lightning Il aircraft during forward arming refueling

Attack Squadron (VMFA) 242, signals to Maj. Douglas Kansier, executive officer of VMFA-242.

MWSS-171, VMFA-242 Marines
Conduct FARP Training

.S. Marines with Marine Fighter Attack
Squadron (VMFA) 242 and Marine Wing Support
Squadron 171 conducted a Forward Arming and
Refueling Point exercise at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, May 16, 2023.
A FARP allows expeditionary aircraft refueling
and rearming in austere environments, such as when
fueling stations are not accessible or when air-to-air
refueling is not possible, expanding the range and
capability of Marine Corps aviation operations.
Photos by Cpl. Alexander Lesko
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U.S. Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 171 and Marine Fighter Attack Squadron
(VMFA) 242 set up a fuel berm during forward arming refueling point training.

specialist with Marine Wing
e during forward arming

refueling point training.
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Marine Corps Air Stati akuni Sergeant Major Relief Ceremony

fter nearly three years as
he station sergeant major,

a relief ceremony was held at the
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
parade deck for Sgt. Maj. Adam
Gharati, July 14, 2023, as he
departed to become the sergeant
major of Marine and Family
Programs Division, Manpower
and Reserve Affairs, in Quantico,
VA. During his tenure, Sgt. Maj.
Gharati helped the base navigate
through a variety of challenges,
from the COVID-19 pandemic to
the planning and coordination
of President Biden’s visit during
the G7 summit. The ceremony,
attended by dozens of U.S. and
Japan government officials and
service members, recognized Sgt.
Maj. Gharati and his family for
their sacrifices and outstanding
contributions during their time at
MCAS Iwakuni.

Photos by Cpl. Darien Wright
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T I—ZiRDIRD THROWBACK TO TORIl TELLER

RIA 7T =1 1950520054 K T, A EE A 7 Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at MCAS
LWzl =2 —A L2 —, March 16, 1990 Vol. 35, No. 10 Iwakuni from the 1950’ to 2005.
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Sweet Treats and Momiji Leaves;

Members of MCAS Iwakuni Visit a Momiji
Manju Factory with Cultural Adaptations

Story and photos by Cpl Calah Thompson

he sweet smell of fresh baked goods dances

through the air, and warm natural light pours
in from the sky lights as participants from Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni walk around the Yamadaya
Momiji Manju factory in Hatsukaichi, Japan, May
23, 2023. From behind a glass panel, they watch the
workers mixing and pouring and working diligently to
create these sweet maple-leaf shaped treats.

Momiji manju is a sweet cake made of flour,
traditionally filled with sweet red bean paste. There are a
variety of other flavors and fillings available as well. This
sweet treat was originally made in 1907 on Miyajima
Island and has made Hiroshima prefecture famous for it.
Recently at the G7 Summit, held in Hiroshima from May
19th to 21st, 2023, world leaders were given this treat as
a gift during their visit to the city.

18 participants from MCAS Iwakuni visited the
Yamadaya Momiji Manju factory as a part of the
Cultural Adaptations program. During the trip,
paticipants had the opportunity to learn some of the
history of the momiji manju and even more. They
also were able to interact with the president of the
company and see the process of the momiji manju
creation, as well as have the opportunity to taste test
momiji manju and buy their own.

“In the past, I've participated in local tours from my
husband’s previous duty stations, and it was always
enjoyable,” explained Nikki Jaramillo, a Navy spouse
who recently moved to MCAS Iwakuni. “This one
was really interesting and unique because cultural
adaptations offered the tour for free, and it provided a
local experience that was special to the area.”

Cultural Adaptations is a program run by Marine
Corps Community Services that aims to help those
who are new to the air station comfortably adjust to
living in a new country and embrace the culture of the
local area and Japan.

R NS

(E2RT T T L DT RF N IFTEA 259U, S SR : = 2 BN xS | One of the trips that they regularly hold is the
Elf \q:%o)ﬁ:ﬁ'&bi\\;j\:@@%% o)ﬁib \ﬁfc’f (1: fJ"b fJ\ D i @‘o % MOijI Manju Yamadaya Factory employees package momiji manju while participants from Parthpants from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni taste test different flavors of momiji newcomers’ bus tour. The tour has been incorporated

manju while on a trip with Cultural Adaptations at Hatsukaichi, Japan, May 23, 2023. into the newcomers’ brief and teaches thOSB individuals

how to use public transportation and shop and order at
restaurants. While on the bus and traveling, those who
are facilitating the trips will teach the participants new
phrases in Japanese and encourage them to practice them.
“If you are new to the air station, join our welcome
aboard bus tour first,” said Mikie Watanabe, a
Cultural Adaptations Specialist with MCCS, “and
then they’ll know how to purchase stuff and use public
transportation and little by little hopefully you grow
used to living in Iwakuni, Japan!”

5 3‘5 5 T')\ L@—O\ = .*z‘ @ﬁi(ﬁcc»lghf WoTC < fzé’b Y, | Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni attend a trip with Cultural Adaptations, May 23, 2023.
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A Passion To Teach is
A Passion With Reach

Latressa Renée Cobb
Former Principal of M.C. Perry High School

Story by Cpl. Isaac Orozco

sa Rene r ew C. Perry High School,
stands in frol l atthew C. Perry High School
sports and extracuriculars g )¢ ps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,
May 1, 2023. Courtesy photo by La b
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hen one reminisces about childhood

memories of long school days and short
recesses, they realize they not only learned
basic math and science, but also who they are
as a person. Days in school are vital to many
kids’ development into mature adults, and
they can help give someone greater chances of
success in the future. Many people can pinpoint
a specific person who helped to mentor them
and pave the way for success. For many of the
students at Matthew C. Perry High School,
Principal Latressa Renée Cobb is that person.

Growing up in North Carolina, Cobb lived
in very humble conditions, as she was raised
by a single mother. Her grandmother was very
influential in her life and valued education
very deeply, insisting that she also invest
deeply in her own life to build a better future.

“My grandmother had nine children and
of her nine children, over half of them have
master’s degrees, so she really instilled in her
family the importance of having an education,”
Cobb said. “It was never like ‘are you going to
go to college? it was more like ‘you're going
to college’. Each generation wants the next
generation to do better so I look at what she
went through and what she was able to instill
in her family and peers and I take that work
ethic with me.”

After graduating from high school, Cobb
attended North Carolina Central University in
Durham, North Carolina where she received a
Bachelor of Science in mathematics.

“I graduated high school and I had gotten
a scholarship, which was a North Carolina
teaching fellow scholarship,” Cobb said. “It
is when you go to college, and you agree to
teach in North Carolina for four years after
you graduate. Not only was it a full ride to
school, but it also gave me more experience and
passion in the field of education.”

Her first teaching job was very challenging,
but at the same time it proved to be extremely
rewarding. The more she taught students, the
more her desire to continue teaching grew.

“My passion is education, making a
difference, and having a positive impact,” said
Cobb. “Building those connections and making
an impact on others to know that they’re cared
for, to know it’s not just about academics,
and to take care of kids socially, emotionally,
mentally, everything.”

While Cobb was in North Carolina, she met
her husband who was in the U.S. Navy and she
accompanied him to different parts of the U.S.,
such as New York, Virginia, Maryland, and
California. Eventually in 2011, her traveling
would not just extend to different states, but
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Latressa Renée Cobb, the former principal Matthew C. Perry High School,
hugs a member of the graduating class during a ceremony at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, May 21, 2023. Photo by Cpl. Raymond Tong

also to Japan. Cobb and her family moved

to Fleet Activities Yokosuka, Japan, in her
first international move. A few years later in
2017, she would make her way down south to
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni to work as
a Department of Defense Education Activity
(DoDEA) teacher at M.C. Perry Elementary
School for a year and eventually becoming
principal of M.C. Perry High School.

“I came here as a teacher at first, and
fortunately I was promoted to assistant principal
at M.C. Perry High School in 2017,” said Cobb.
“In 2021 I was promoted to principal at Iwakuni
Intermediate School and was there for a year
and at the end of that year, I was asked to
come back to M.C. Perry High School but as the
principal. So, from 2021 until now I've been the
principal at M.C. Perry High School.”

Cobb has been enthusiastic about her role
as principal since she’s held the position. She
wants to create a more fun and energetic
environment for the students, just like she
wanted when she was younger.

“As a student, I always looked at how I
wanted to be as a teacher or how I wanted to
be treated by my principal.” Cobb said. “What
kind of relationship would I have liked to have
had with my principal? It made me strive to
be not your typical principal. At the schools,
we’ll incorporate fun things like ‘Feel Good
Friday’ songs, every Friday, and I get my Bose
speaker, play a song on the intercom, and I let
the kids make suggestions. After that, you see
kids dancing out the door at school on Fridays
and having fun. It makes it where it’s a place
we love to work because we can laugh and joke,
and it’s a place kids, family, and staff want to
be in and that’s an amazing culture when you
can create a place like that.”

Over the years that Cobb has been in
Iwakuni, her impact has been instrumental
in the functioning of the base’s educational
institutions. The COVID-19 pandemic,
however, completely changed teaching and
what school looked like for the entire world. As
assistant principal of M.C. Perry H.S., at the
time, she was one of the key figures who had to
help decide what education was going to look
like and how it would function.

“If the schools are shut down and the
kids aren’t getting an education, our service
members can’t focus on their mission. Our job
is to take care of the kids so they can focus
on their mission.”said Cobb. “From March
to June in 2020, we weren’t in school, but in
August of that year we were able to open right
back up. That was one of the most amazing
accomplishments I feel like we did here.”
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As COVID became less of a problem for the
schools, the more they started to increase their
recreational activities. Cobb was at the forefront
of this as Principal of M.C. Perry High School.
She points to a recent situation she handled in
the athletics department where she went out of
her way for students in the high school.

“One of the great opportunities I had this
year was I had the opportunity to actually
help plan athletics for our whole district, so
that’s all six high schools in Japan,” Cobb said.
“Actually, making sure the kids can play when
those competitions occur, trying to make sure
it’s equitable for students, things like that,
was outside of my job as a principal. I just
want to make sure that our students have
those equitable opportunities that they get
to participate because when some kids leave,
they’re not going to remember all their systems
of equations, but maybe they will remember
that 12-hour bus ride they took to Zama to go
play football or to play basketball and make
new memories they can hold on to.”

Students and families continuously cycle in
and out of school districts. However, as they
leave and go to other schools or begin new
chapters of their lives, they will always leave a
little more prepared for the life ahead of them
and a little wiser.

“I've watched our students go from
9th through 12th grade here and the
transformation that you see is so amazing,”
Cobb said. “When you see the 9th graders
come in, and they’re still just trying to find
themselves and figure out who they are and
by the 12th grade you see a totally different
student. You just see the maturity that starts
to develop, and you know that you've had a
hand in helping them find their path in life.
That’s most important for me.”

Each one of those students will eventually
reach a moment where it’s time to walk across
the stage and leave home or pack up their things
and go to a new school because their family has
new orders. And just like many of her students,
Cobb is now on her way to a new adventure.

“My family and I are moving to Brussels,
Belgium, and I'll be working for DoDEA Europe
region,” Cobb said. “I'll actually be coaching and
mentoring principals and district leaders, so it
won’t be in a school per se, but I'm excited because
I get to see other principals doing their work!”

Although this chapter in her life has come
to a close, the impact she has made, not only in
the lives of the students she’s taught, but also
in the MCAS Iwakuni community as a whole,
has been substantial and will be remembered
for years to come.
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MaryBeth and John work at the Single
Marine Program and go above and beyond,
passionately serving and volunteering. From
planning and supporting events to get our
Marines and Sailors more immersed in the
local community, to being a friendly face at
a game night, their dedication doesn’t go

unnoticed. Photo by Cpl. Cahla Thompson
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(From left) U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard
Rusnok, Mr. John Fleuette, Ms. MaryBeth
Marable, U.S. Marine SgtMaj Adam Gharati
pose for a photo.

U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard Rusnok
speaks to John and MaryBeth, the Impact
Iwakuni winners.

IMP

The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those who contribute to our community and improve the

livelihood of dependents, contractors and service members alike and aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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Cpl. Norris spends many of her hours

each week serving as a volunteer youth
sports coach for soccer, volleyball, softball,
baseball, basketball, and swimming. Her
dedication and mentorship has positively
impacted dozens of children and students
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MR. GARDNER WILLIAMS
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Mr. Williams, one of the MAG-12 Deployment
Readiness Coordinators, is a huge advocate
for programs and events that boost morale
and the well being of service members and
their families. He also dedicates his time on
Saturdays by cooking pancakes and sausage

at MCAS Iwakuni.
Photo by Cpl Darien Wright

KRR EEMTEESOUFr—F 52/ Cpl Julisha Norris, left, receives the Impact lwakuni
award from U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard Rusnok,
commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni.

YIRIEDSAVING b AD7 — %R EEND
1)y JURER (BEE),

BEEBHIGLS (BEEDNS) 74 L 571  (Fromleft) U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Adam

BRAFELRER. V21U v /URER.UFv—  Gharati, U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard

RS2/ v Kk, Rusnok, U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Julisha Norris
pose for a photo.

2023 X 2023 Fall

DIeBITINI T —F PV —t—IDEAR%E(F>  breakfasts for families waiting to board the
T3%%FoCW5, BE: IS5 177-00Fk  Patriot Flight. Photo by Lance Cpl Brian Long

(BEEHNS) FIUA-EF=3=FoO0v55S  From left, égt. Maj. Jérge Cedeno-Tulloch, Sgt
HESHBERAELRER. EEMTET] Maj of Headquarter and Headquarters Squadron,
SDYFr—R SR/ vIKE H—KF—3 Col. Richard Rusnok, commanding officer of

ST LEA. B12BERITABRSDAA)IV- MCAS Iwakuni, Mr. Gardner wllliams, and Col.
a—FKIE, Kyle Shoop, commanding office of MAG-12.

BEMZEEMBESDOUFr—F SR/ vIKlE . Mr. Gardner Williams, left, receives the
(BEHRR)DSAVINI M- AD) % EETN Impact Iwakuni from Col. Richard Rusnok,
BA—RF—FF—01U7LER (BEL), commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni.
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IF IT CAN BE SHIPPED, IT WILL BE SHIPPED;

DISTRIBUTION MANAGEMSNT OFFICE

lying high above the clouds,

looking down on shimmering
waters and small islands scattered
around a larger land mass, passengers
headed to Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni get their first glance of Japan.

Almost all Department of Defense
personnel traveling to MCAS Iwakuni
arrive through the Air Mobility
Command terminal on base, where
they are met by a team of Marines
who run the place. This is the only
Marine-operated AMC terminal in the
world, managed by the Distribution
Management Office, which is a part
of Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron, M CAS Iwakuni, Japan.

DMO is a versatile division made
up of four different sections, each with
a specific role, task, and specialization
in support of their common mission:
to provide high-quality, accurate, and
professional entitlement counseling for
the shipment and storage of personal
property to all DoD-affiliated personnel.

In addition to personal travel, as well
as property transportation and storage,
DMO supports operational needs by
providing transportation for official
travel business such as temporary
duty travel trips and delivering
fundamentally important equipment to
different training locations.

“Our job is mission essential; we can
transport anything,” said U.S. Marine
Corps Cpl. Jalen Harris, a freight
transportation clerk assigned to the
air station’s DMO freight operations
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section. “I think of it like this; if the
Commandant wants something there,
it’s got to get there for a reason. And if
that gear is not there it is going to stand
in the way of mission accomplishment.”

The four sections that make up DMO
are the passenger travel office, personal
property office, freight operations office,
and air terminal division.

“We receive, distribute, and ship out,
but it’s a collaborative effort,” explained
Gunnery Sgt. Anthony Torres, the staff
noncommissioned officer in charge of
the freight section. “We cannot work
without each other.”

The passenger travel office focuses on
arranging and managing various types
of official travel for service members,
DoD members, and their families., such
as Permanent Change of Station and
Temporary Additional Duty Travel.

One of the passenger travel office’s key
responsibilities is to coordinate travel
arrangements in collaboration with
AMC and Schedules Airlines Traffic
Offices. They also offer services to
provide travel buses in cases which the
station’s motor transport division, the
primary provider of buses, is unable to
support.

So, when PCS season rolls around
and families begin to get their orders and
must begin all the arrangements and
travel plans, the passenger travel office
helps arrange tickets to get them one step
closer to their new home. And when the
travel is arranged and it’s time to start
packing up to leave, the next section of
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DMO is ready to help once again.

The personal property office
facilitates property shipments from
start to finish and the completion of
necessary documentation. They are
responsible for the transportation of
household goods and storage of any
property staying stateside during the
PCS. They also process claims and
can provide additional information on
unauthorized items for shipments, the
personal rights and responsibilities of
individuals moving, and basic tips for
this time of transition.

And then finally, when moving day
rolls around, the whole family - pets
and all - can make their way to the
terminal. The terminal is commonly
the first and last place residents will
see during their time at MCAS Iwakuni
and is run by the air terminal division.

Air terminal division keeps the
terminal running and ensures that the
boarding and disembarkation process
runs smoothly and efficiently. They
take care of baggage, pets, customs and
immigration, and direct communication
with Air Force Air Mobility Command.

Last but not least, freight operations
provides services for the tenant
commands and other DoD activities
aboard MCAS Iwakuni and support
for deployed units aboard the station
or any other units deployed in the
Western Pacific Area.

Freight operations is broken
down into three additional sections:
shipping, receiving, and tracking and
tracing. The shipping section oversees
processing of outbound cargo, the
receiving section processes all inbound
cargo, and they both ensure the
shipments are delivered to where they
are needed. The tracking and tracing
section provides updates on the status
of the goods being transported.

From welcoming service members
and their families, to making sure they
get their belongings safely, to helping
them pack it all up again and go
somewhere else, and all the missions
in between, DMO is an important
section that is essential to ensuring
the station runs smoothly.

“Everyone needs a little shipping
or transportation no matter what base
you go to,” says Harris. “And if it can be
shipped, we're going to ship it.”
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