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NOW HEAR THIS!!!

TODAY IS THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 247th. BIRTHDAY.

CELEBRATE ACCORDINGLY, CARRY ON!

The Marine Corps Birthday is a celebration of the Marine Corps' history and traditions. It 
looks at the Corps' past, present, and future. So as we celebrate the 247th birthday of our 
Corps, we pay tribute to all who have served, and we remember our fallen heroes. We take 
great pride in our legacy and the fine men and women who carry our colors into the future.

The Corps' long and illustrious history is far too expansive to capture in the twenty pages of 
our bi-weekly publication. However, this Commemorative Edition of the Prospector 
memorializes our Corps birthday with a rare and collectible edition of The Prospector that 
will only be released at tonight's Birthday Ball. 

Please enjoy your collectible edition of the Prospector as we explore pivotal stories from each 
era of our Corps' illustrious history. Immerse yourself and  enjoy our compendium of "YOUR" 
Corps history with original articles capturing stories of the day from the Halls of Montezuma, 
the hallowed grounds of Belleau Wood, the iconic island battlefields of World War II, the harsh 
terrain and climate of the Chosin Reservoir, the jungles of Vietnam, assaults during Desert 
Storm, the first combat operations in Afghanistan, and close combat in Fallujah. Everyone 
who wears the Eagle, Globe, and Anchor is a member of that storied legacy.

"As we have since 1775, the Marine Corps will stand ready to promote Peace and Stability, 
and to defeat our Nation's foes."

Happy Birthday Marines and Semper Fidelis!

V/r,
Col Pace
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(Danville Bee, 1947, p. 4)

Marines’ Hymn LyricsMarines’ Hymn Lyrics

From the Halls of MontezumaFrom the Halls of Montezuma
To the Shores of Tripoli;To the Shores of Tripoli;

We fight our country's battlesWe fight our country's battles
In the air, on land and sea;In the air, on land and sea;

First to fight for right and freedomFirst to fight for right and freedom
And to keep our honor clean;And to keep our honor clean;
We are proud to claim the titleWe are proud to claim the title

of United States Marine.of United States Marine.

Our flag's unfurled to every breezeOur flag's unfurled to every breeze
From dawn to setting sun;From dawn to setting sun;

We have fought in ev'ry clime and placeWe have fought in ev'ry clime and place
Where we could take a gun;Where we could take a gun;

In the snow of far-off Northern landsIn the snow of far-off Northern lands
And in sunny tropic scenes;And in sunny tropic scenes;

You will find us always on the jobYou will find us always on the job
The United States Marines.The United States Marines.

Here's health to you and to our CorpsHere's health to you and to our Corps
Which we are proud to serveWhich we are proud to serve

In many a strife we've fought for lifeIn many a strife we've fought for life
And never lost our nerve;And never lost our nerve;
If the Army and the NavyIf the Army and the Navy

Ever look on Heaven's scenes;Ever look on Heaven's scenes;
They will find the streets are They will find the streets are guardedguarded

By United States Marines.By United States Marines.

Marine Corps 
Hymn Chanted 
Hundred Years
AP Newsfeatures
	 The Marine Corps' hymn is 100 years 
old and an invitation has been extended to 
members of the entertainment field and 
all others who wish to participate in 
ceremonies for the centennial of the song 
which will be held during the week of Dec. 
7-13.
	 Mystery shrouds the background of 
this official marching of the Leathernecks.
"From the Halls of Montezuma to the Shore 
of Tripoli..."
	 Even the tune's origin remains doubtful. 
It is believed to have been adopted from an 
old Spanish folk tune although the melody 
also occurs in the French opera, "Genevieve 
de Brabant" by Jacques Offenbach.
	 "... We fight our country's battles in the 
air, on land, and sea..."
	 Many verses have come and gne in the 
pass of the years. As each new battle or 
landing or deed requested of the Marines 
was accomplished, a new verse was 
written.
	 "...First to fight for right and freedom..."
	 The Marines' Hymn was officially 
adopted in his present three-verse form by 
Maj. Gen. John A. Lejeune, Commandant, 
In 1929. On November 21, 1942, the 
commandant approved a change in the 
words of the first verse; "In the air, on land, 
and sea."
	 Popularly played for many years by 
nationally known orchestras and over 
countless radio programs. The Marines' 
Hymn sparkles with a tilt and lift.
	 "... and to keep our honor clean..." 
	 The Centennial observance coincides 
with the nation-wide drive to build the 
Citizen Marine Corps -The Leatherneck 
Reserve force- to full strength. High point 
of the recruiting drive is planned for 
January.
	 "... We are proud to claim the title of 
United States Marine."
(Marine Hymn. Copyright U.S. Marine 
Corps, 1919)
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“Attack On Chapultepec, Sept. 13th 1847 - Mexicans 
Routed With Great Loss” 
Image provided by Library of Congress

 In September of 1847, US military forces led 13,000 
soldiers in an attack against 4,000 Mexican Army regulars 
and some 400 Mexican Army cadets at Chapultepec 
Castle, just south of Mexico City. The ensuing American 
victory is immortalized in the first lines of the US Marine 
Hymn, referred to as "the Halls of Montezuma". The 
conflict also provided valuable battle experience to several 
American soldiers who would later play prominent roles 
in the Civil War, such as Robert E. Lee and George Pickett. 
The defense of Chapultepec served to create several folk 
heroes still honored in Mexico today. Included in this 
group are the controversial St. Patrick's Battalion (el 
Batallón de San Patricio), a group of American soldiers 
who chose to aid the Mexican defense and who were 
executed at the battle. Chapultepec castle is also home 
to a large memorial for Los Niños Héroes, a group of six 
Mexican cadets who refused to follow orders to retreat and 
defended the castle with their lives; the last boy leaping 
from the battlements wrapped in the Mexican flag, in an 
effort to prevent its capture by American forces.

HALLS OF MONTEZUMA

Brooklyn Daily Eagle and Kings County Democrat, 1847



MARINE AVIATION

Above: Alfred A. Cunningham, the first Marine Corps aviator, 
poses for a photo. Cunningham accepted a commission into the 
Marine Corps in 1909 and became the first Marine aviator in 
1912.

Below: Alfred A. Cunningham, the first Marine aviator, sits in an 
early model aircraft. Cunningham is considered the grandfather 
of Marine Corps aviation.

(Photos provided by Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point.)

(Washington Post, 1912, p. 6)

Alfred A. Cunningham stands in front of an early model aircraft. 
Cunningham became the Marine Corps’ first aviator in 1912. He served 
in the Marine Corps for 27 years before retiring. 

(Photo courtesy of Sondra Prine)
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WORLD WAR I
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Above: "Put fighting blood in your business- Here's his record! Does he get a job?" -by 
Dan Smith (1918-1920), (Photo provided by Library of Congress)

U.S. Employment Service/American Red Cross poster showing U.S. Marines engaged in 
battle in France; also shows a badge listing battles in which the Marines fought. Poster 
is promoting veterans for employment.

Below: "First to Fight." A group of U.S. Marines. US Marine Corps Recruiting Publicity 
Bureau, 1918 (Photo provided by U.S. National Archives)
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Left: Iola Register, 1945, cover

Right: Cedar Rapids Gazette, 1945, p. 8

WWII
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CODE TALKERS

(Harvey Tribune, June 27, 1946, p. 9)

(Front)

(Reverse)
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KOREAN WAR

Above: "Look Him in the Eye", Jack Knox, 1951

Left: Washington Evening Star, December 18,1950, p. 31



"We've been looking for the enemy for several days now, we've finally found them. We're 
surrounded. That simplifies our problem of getting to these people and killing them."

	 -Colonel Lewis B. "Chesty" Puller (above), USMC, September 1,1950 (Provided by 
U.S. 	 National Archives)

Left: Washington Evening Star, December 18,1950, p. 31
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VIETNAM WAR
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Above: Marines A Company, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines [A/1/1] return fire from a house 
window during a search and clear mission in the battle of Hue, February 1968. (official USMC 
photo by Sergeant Bruce A. Atwell, Marine Corps Archives & Special Collections).

Below: D. R. Howe (Glencoe, MN) treats the wounds of Private First Class D. A. Crum (New 
Brighton, PA), Company H, 2nd Battalion, Fifth Marine Regiment, during Operation Hue City. 
(U.S. National Archives and Records Administration)
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POST-SEPTEMBER 11TH
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Above: Tyrone Daily Herald, Nov 26, 2001, Page 1

Right: Brigadier General James Mattis talks with 
Marines of the 15th and 26th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit prior to their departing in a 40 plus vehicle 
convoy from a staging area to take control of the 
airfield in Kandahar, Afghanistan, December 14, 
2001. (Associated Press.)



POST-SEPTEMBER 11TH
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(Cumberland Times News, Mar 21, 2003, Page 1)

“...The most brutal battles since Vietnam took place in Iraq, in cities 
such as Baghdad, Fallujah and Ramadi, and acts of heroism 
abounded. Emblematic is the story of Marine Sgt. Maj. Bradley A. 
Kasal. On Nov. 13, 2004, then-1st Sgt. Kasal entered an enemy-
occupied building in Fallujah, a death trap our troops had dubbed 
“Hell House,” to assist fellow Marines who were pinned down by a 
superior enemy force. Under withering fire, Kasal killed an insurgent 
immediately; then, while dragging a wounded Marine to safety, he 
was struck with seven rounds of small-arms fire. Severely wounded, 
Kasal used the few bandages he had to treat his injured comrade 
rather than himself.

   When the insurgents lobbed a grenade at them, Kasal rolled on top 
of the wounded Marine, absorbing the impact of the blast and 
suffering 43 shrapnel wounds. He refused to leave the house until all 
of the other Marines were safe. A photograph taken of Kasal 
staggering from the house, pistol in hand, supported by fellow 
Marines, his uniform soaked in blood, became an iconic image of the 
Iraq War.”

-James C. Roberts (The Washington Post, 2018)

Photo by: Lucian Read (2003)
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(Tuscan Daily Citizen, 1949, p. 20)

75 YEARS OF TOYS FOR TOTS

(1948) Toys for Tots original promotional 
poster, created by Walt Disney. 

(1969)

(1998)(1990)



17(1992) The iconic "permanent" Toys for Tots poster.
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						       17. _____________________________________

USMC 247th Birthday Collage Contest: Submit your responses to COMMSTRAT. First 
to respond with the most correct ansers will win a prize from the CO!
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