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The Camp Hansen new main gate
opening ceremony
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Marine Corps Installations Pacific celebrates the opening of the new gate which connects Camp Hansen directly to the Okinawa

Expressway, March 22, 2023.

From left to right in center: Maj. Gen. Stephen E. Liszewski, commanding general of Marine Corps Installations Pacific, Aiko
Shimajiri, member of the House of Representatives, and Mayor Hajime Nakama of Kin Town, take the first walk through the
newly opened gate on Camp Hansen after the ceremony. The gate is anticipated to reduce traffic congestion on Route 329.
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Commanding General
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Kinser Elementary School students welcome local children with signs
written in Japanese and English. BARFEEFEE CE LN e 1 A FITHITT
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Sneak peek of archive FOLEST

FOLEST is a bilingual newsletter published by Hiroko Tomimura, Camps
Foster and Lester community relations specialist, since 1998. It introduces
the differences in lifestyle between on and off base, as well as information
about the base at any given time. Below is about the Japanese class on base

in 1999 along with the current photos.
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"Konnichiwa!" sudeny,

you are ’sp'oken to in Japanese somewhere
on base. You lock around, and all you
see is a little American child. Of
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Marine Corps

Operations Director
Maj. Zachary T. Leuthardt

Managing Editor

full-time basis. One teaches Japanese
culture and the other teaches Japanese
language. Students attend these classes
once a week.

Note: The content
is based on 1999
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tasting a self-made rice ball in a
Japanese culture class.
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government, and local Masaki Yasudome, director for Crisis Management in Okinawa, Lt. Col. John Roach, provost marshal,
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role of simulated injured before an air mishap exercise.
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community
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extinguished fires, rescued, and provided aid to the
injured. A joint command center was set up for initial
tasking to assist in the emergency response, a doctor
from the hospital was also on standby to perform triage,

Background Photo:Fire fighting during the -
simulated air mishap exercise.
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AIRCRAFT P Continued from Page 20

The guidelines were a result of a
Marine CH-53D helicopter crashing on
the campus of Okinawa International
University, Aug. 13, 2004. The
accident fueled public concern about
aircraft safety in Okinawa.

Marine Corps Installations Pacific
shared the information of this
U.S.-Japan joint training exercise
with the Japanese media and 15
media agencies attended. Each was
to prepare one question, which
was addressed by Roach; Jonathan

@ https://www.mcipac.marines.mil/News/Big-Circle/

local authorities, and police; Roach
replied that the Marines have had
an extensive and strong relationship
with local government and local
police, and that they would leverage
that relationship to come together
on the scene through all the
communication pathways.

In response to a question from
Ryukyu Broadcasting Corporation
about whether the local community
had been adequately informed
after the incidents in the past,
Roach said that was the goal, and
that the approach was integrated

well organized and | can learn a lot,
but | am also anxious,” said Takumi
Yasuda, a member of the Fire
Prevention Division, Kumejima Town
Fire Department, from a remote
island, where only 28 firefighters
cover the island.

Toyoki Yamasato, fire prevention
team leader of the Fire Prevention
Division and Yasuda’s superior,
added that he was not sure how
they could manage to control such
an incident if it were to happen
without any backup. Yamasato
stated that observing the exercise

U.S. and Japanese first responders work together to treat simulated casualties during an air mishap exercise on Camp Hansen.
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local schools to perform in the past, instrument. Woodwinds, trumpet, sections gathered in the music room.
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on weekends in Japan, but for these concert. vice-president of the school band. BAGEXMICEEEESLY £ @i LE: ﬁ_ [ [’%E A it % % ~ 25
students, the day took on a different After watching the Marines play, Shu  One of the clarinet players from ~
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A little after 9:00 a.m., nine Junior High School andagradua'te Marine members looked stern and “ s i ExrBC 252 AV Zif TRFEAENBMEDE BEEL5R I \
members of the Il Marine of the Jonan Elementary School's scary, but when she saw them up & fj N N 35 h é FH &5 f- % E 5 7{/ =R A g [ SERmELHLC A
iti T i EWVITE O L ¥ DPEARTOHD "MADIVSEFRZSEX IClcBEffTHEER
Expgdltlonary Eorce ‘Band of the brass band club, commented, "I felt close 'durlng the performance, they £ f% & = g STETAEE WRRUNIEELC YEOOMANESA ~ g a5 H
Marines Corps in Okinawa appeared  that many Japanese people tend were in rhythm and seemed to be F CmaE RREEE (Mol KB3LO0CDEMENRYREBEEL EplE %
at the school gate. They came to give o think a lot when they play, and having fun. She said even when E (% ?L '\ g r—g % % j\ E jﬂ;; % ‘% /2N % /f' (% i % %% ‘)ﬁﬁ E %\ ‘E j‘i g: % %Q %t\ e ?3) s
music lessons to the children of the play with a lot of restraint, but the students made mistakes or did not 758 FphbEik< CLeolRERIE "MY%a2&E "2C HE Ef*% ‘35 D
Jonan Elementary School brass band.  Marines all played happily, and lwas  have the same rhythm, Marines B ’;’ ?’_l P E LA % % 9 3 ﬁ T A& ] 5 25\ 7’2 N 2 & %3 g = é o EW %‘ E\ 5 & x
According to Asako Ishimura, a overwhelmed. | felt that the way they  encouraged them to try their best % A .I;‘ /> i I % { & Bz% % N (71’: Eg ;;% B | E %\ 33| % ) ?:’BZ = E 7L—£ L L: E(\ ég
community relations specialist, G-7, breathed into their instruments was  to match up, and showed them the L fé =2 ook ”93 ’EZ e D ? M L F‘? 7) £ ? ] 729; },5’ BX il i 7; < ux
Government and External Affairs, different from the Japanese." example. f[)/ = % & ?L 5?’; g: (—’( 2z % Eé ﬁ 7:3 ?f g\ sk 7?\ % % 5 [éé % % L ;,T G
Marine Corps Installations Pacific, The next part of the schedule Before long, it was 11:00 a.m., = % T %ALY ;,7; £ 5= 7§ 5 fz Bl ’%‘ R 2P z ? FED o Lfl’:\ e ﬂ
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this is the first time they have held a low brass, and percussion instruments  For the last hour, the two bands % L% L: %— %ﬁ ; k E ﬁ % ; E k 7’:0 % 7%:’ g % N ég
clinic at an elementary school. were taught, each accompanied by Il rehearsed together. At an hour - absorbed a year's worth of sy "HASTCEBES S &kE® CEE
Yukino Niihara, a parent of a fifth MEF band members. In all groups, the  of joint rehearsal, the conductor lessons in one day." EE Lf g— 0%) %% = ,< ;’:\ Q—; iﬁg i( g%) ,/\ % g_% ’g s8¢ % LHE
grader who has been a brass band Marines were lively yet serious. and members of the Il MEF band “I was over the moon,” rfW—- - ZxE I{ "SmE I{ {Lroxuby
member since October, welcomed According to Barnett, the sectional repeated the performance, giving said Master Gunnery Sgt. J. ’ g é \g_:ﬁ 77‘33 % = 77;:\ E jﬂ? % o 8 \ﬁ % L:E //J_]\ %
the Marines, saying, "I couldn't lessons for each instrument allow instructions to the children on Michael Stanley, bandmaster E PN (',:{ Bg B OB 7 ? g4 T
believe it when | heard that Ms. for more in-depth instruction on the parts they spotted. A member of Il MEF Band, when he was % 3@ y 2 g % ?)) %t i L7I‘:\ ) )|I/ ® ?r = ﬁ\ ZL Lf'—.\
Ishimura had asked us if we wanted fundamentals such as how to play, of the Marine band would play a first informed of the idea of I% coEglth € 55 18 % 7 &= % ;,7?1 o e
to receive a Marine band lesson and what makes an instrument sound piece, and the elementary school the music clinic by Ishimura. & 8 75: = ;5) o BoRTy < moEc ),I’

' iati ; o timi ; “With our Marines, gettin < EECEpl ERZZO c27zxa0 Y
our parents' association president good, matching timing, and proper students would listen, try, and then ' 8 8 17 BAER 5] 5y 7 Tt =mZEsL L
replied ‘yes,” with a big smile on her  breathing. immediately correct their own into (the local) schools and /l\ o B s L % )II/ E*Fj ) % A % ) % £ X/ "T
face. In the trumpet room, the children problem areas. When the children playing, performing, teaching, 2 % E% * E 57 Kk %ﬂ\ # 3% fe g acd é— vl

Upon arrival, lll MEF band members
carried their heavy instruments
with ease and immediately began
preparing for their performance
before the clinic. After welcoming
speeches by parents and the school
band captain, the Marines performed
about 20 minutes for Jonan children.

In announcing the third and final
song, Staff Sgt. Michael Barnett,
small ensemble leader, hinted that
the students would surely know
the song. As soon as it began, the
children's faces lit up. The song the
Marines played was that of what the
elementary band would perform at

learned a wide range of skills,
including how to exhale and how
to strengthen the muscles around
the mouth. They listened to the
teachings through interpreters who
volunteered to support the clinic.
"We are doing our best to pass
our knowledge to the younger
generation. | am honored to be a
part of this.” Sgt. Ricardo Hernandez,
trumpet player, said they taught the
basics that they themselves practice
on a daily basis.
After the Marines shared some
music fundamentals, the children
began practicing their areas

finally performed in full, the observing
parents and volunteers all cheered
and applauded.
Yuko Kobashigawa, who has been
involved with the brass band for
the past eight years and has been
a volunteer coach for the last four
years, said, "It is not easy to get this
kind of opportunity, even if you pay
for it. In music, no amount of verbal
instruction will help you understand.
You learn by hearing a good sound.”
“The best way to teach is to play
together.” Kobashigawa stated when
children see someone playing happily
and in a groove near them, they take

and sharing our talent with
the children and having them
share their talent with us,

it’s truly a cultural exchange.
| felt like there would be
probably nothing that builds
relationships better than this
type of outreach.”

Stanley stated that at the end
of the day, what really matters
is relationships; and music
can play a really great role in
connecting and bonding people,
not only in the spirit of artistic
creativity, but also in the spirit
of building bridges between

The Ill MEF band and the Jonan

cultures.

Elementary School brass band
rehearse together.

their next concert.
When parents told Barnett that it

of weakness, and the Marines
repeatedly taught the children until

it directly from that. “You have to see

it live to understand. | think they 2 Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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In any country, riding a motorcycle  Office rider coach. “ARTD takes about safety, making people a safer g = < C 3 T8 ) 5 L A N\ . = Dt .
Liconionilon i e ern Military bt it cianh b o REBLUUNEPBMDORR LEBMSHEAACE 05 R BAL "Cidns
requires not only a license, bu place at the Naha Military Port or rider. ESLEC-UECEBETT € P20 0k0E 0& HE1 R ALVDI
also quite a bit of skill. You cannot Marine Corps Air Station Futenma For the active duty Marines gl L E{*a a7 E THEGD b w % % . ; L2~ A I ;i ) I\ W T 773_‘ 5
affor.d to risk your own ‘Iife, let alone where they can provi@e.a much coming to Okinawa, steppne g 7L’E ;:% ) ’L )i 2= ;—I % ﬁ % % % =l 1%1 ; ;D % é ’<& %’%’ %’ é{ gg > 0|3 % Cﬁ g L%)C
the lives of others. Marine Corps larger area for the training and allow to getting a motorcycle license E TEERZ &I DF *ﬁ 7 '®gE g Filc2 28 Hile E % . é L U 53
Installations Pacific Safety Office the student riders to learn advanced is obtaining a privately owned E 63 % J% ;”;; 7’ Lj: gl % ’7” % fjr g ‘% s é S 2 ’,;,r % Y % 7‘% %LD, % 7 1 2 & 2 % I%
holds numerous training sessions for  skills and ride safely on public vehicle SOFA license. This can be . Z‘ H Lé; HE% 7|\ %: £ g 7/0 th | /5( ,;f 7% g /é & :|| iﬁé 0%) ;E 1 E B 7_|“ 2 ab; %%E D :);L .
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motorcyclists throughout the year. roac?is. o acqu_lred by meeting aIIprereqws.lte %9, VE O RIS E rg L & ‘%’zl I ZhfE ou 1% 5@ B~ T FXET _
Among them is the Level Three This year, the Safety Office invited requirements, and upon completion =1 ° |l FThHE&A ] F | 37 EHAIRAE B YILE é ) L ¥ A
Advanced Rider Track Day, the Dylan Code, an instructor from of Newcomers Orientation Welcome B7H7 2 //],\ RUEZE OV ?r wma |l D dE ZELS | F < 7
highest level of training, and California Superbike School. Th Aboard brief. The next step f Dogmna W e iiticle o S e cHE way BRI o =
ighest level of training, and was alifornia Superbike School. They oard brief. The next step for new ?7\L/6107ﬂ37€'b\3‘g;; c R ®E & O0X "*]73‘1»9'4 > D b
held on Feb. 11-12 at the Naha Port  have brought the instructors from riders is to take the Basic Riders = /|\o Tx 9 Z\ NEH KR BI /L ZBRANT AD Z < s-N 7 = &
Facility, formerly the Naha Military the school starting in 2009; but Course, for existing riders who are 7 [ AR E | U N % v sEZzAR S ¥ H ™ v E=2®Y N
Port. A total of 44 motorcyclists most recently in 2017, an instructor  licensed in the states and are up- 9
gathered to learn advanced riding from the Safety Office was certified, to-date on their training, is to have Certified instructors from the Safety Office observe the 7,:; Zt g @ Z
techniques for road safety not making the Safety Office self- their training certificates validated. training by Dylan Code, an instructor from California 1) L | % >
only for themselves but also their sufficient to run the ARTD. One Whether a new or current rider, an Superbike School. ! 7,;3\ Z h %g
neighbors. of the California Superbike School operational test will be conducted. 73'J7\\7Hb37-{<—/f—/i477\7—)b§§3m®?‘151- ] e D
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there are nearly 900 active riders control checks and to provide met, the motorcycle license will e & (b L/S ;% Z\( 0
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approaches to resolve those issues.
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Marine Corps personnel. According to Code, the course isto  duty service members belonging 7 L
Motorcyclists are required to bring the rider who already knows to sister services, need to contact 7L ;(\ /] \]'
complete prerequisite motorcycle how to ride to a higher level of Motorcycle Section 634-2450 in i % :
training: the Level One Basic Riders control and it focuses on technology  building 908, Kadena Air Base for % C‘i\ %U Inl
Course, which contains four online and technique. This allows the riders more information. B 5 )
training sessions, two days of to act intuitively rather than logically Fomoendl Ahaie by VR T (=S /'f\ - %
face-to-face classroom sessions, thinking. Motorcyclists run into = I S
and hands-on training. After the common problems such as running _ 4 W E 1 )
l 5 . . . N Background Photo:Students ride the course to 4 B 5F U 3
Basic Riders Course, motorcyclists wide in the corners or speeding, improve their riding skills while the coaches observe. ENZ 4 )
must complete the Level Two and the course provides different BRERSA T RIR LD A2 EEBERE R YA D T
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180 days. In addition, the Marine “We don’t normally train for MIEBOT7 A RBEIC TTHE
Corps requires its service members highway speed but for the corner,” Dylan Code, % % % fj /77 jT— ?;* £ % e ?ﬁ_ PjL
to take refresher training, which is said Code. “We want them (riders) ST C 7= = FR o L
from California Nkt ANED Al R4 B0
necessary before being eligible for to be confident at the corners J _ : B _ RS uperbike School, D e e (IR e ‘f% 3k |7° % E El
the ARTD. that are typically where they get T g i B ; - '8 ¥ 3 givesalectureand EQJJ 2 n //(\ g %— % g) I% i ‘5 E. 775‘)1
ARTD is a follow-on training course  in trouble. Speed is moderate but =y L Bagll koS .3 e |, : . shows the riders e ] = 2 it
tha't meets the five-year rc.efresher we want to make sure technique is ' ! ! - ZLrﬂnpgig;zZimg. f_g n }; % IZZ)\ 1%‘ ?'EJ % g /I ’_C‘ ;1 ?
training requirement and is normally  good.” . SA4—5icT—F lcBE "REETREHRBEELC
scheduled semiannually. It is only U.S. Navy Lt. Natalie L. Spritzer, a b, 3 U S BEDREED B X80 30 ELF HlEreed &
: e : A . : . . Shedic 25 WBEZHREDL "EIAED AN °H
required for active duty riders who nurse with 3rd Medical Battalion, A o J° : BOMBEEET G827 @BV HEHED BT
already have a SOFA motorcycle 3rd Marine Logistics Group and a 1 - - . = g EVRAM—Y3Y DUUB LT/ B 0E
license. rider enthusiast held a motorcycle : - A L omBEd gAx7EmaL Lk 2 = ”‘J” =
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“ARTD takes more space where license for a long time, but recently . Eld s TNBDPLDAHFBREICIE
riders can practice and improve became an active rider again. “I ABADARTE cf D TBBAF T HAH
s P L - SRRl |~ g7 < H— IVEBER DT « D7 CHBLBEREE B%0C
their skills with more realistic am pushing my limit because it’s a _ L _ ) L P - LTl S :‘é W R kl®
road speed, which is something controlled environment. You learn g % Et ”,7( 7 E?E ﬁ & ﬁ& gl 1_9_?_‘ % 5‘; Lé:
that is not available at basic how you handle the situations m  _DRECEHABES LIE
and intermediate courses,” said and cornering,” Spritzer said. “It’s % % % % ‘TE L%; E;E* % % g gC) % 7‘7?')
Tsutomu Yamashiro, MCIPAC Safety  preparing me to ride safely. This is T SR -
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MARINE CORPS REACTIVATES BASE ON GUAM

The U.S. Marine Corps reactivated a
new base on Guam in a ceremony, Jan.
26, honoring the long-shared history
of the Marine Corps and Guam and
establishing a forward presence in the
Indo-Pacific that will endure into the
future.

Marine Corps Base Camp Blaz is
the first newly constructed Marine
Corps base in 70 years and serves as a
testament to the U.S.-Japan alliance.
Guam was chosen as the location for
the new base during the 2012 Bilat-
eral Agreement between the U.S and
Japanese governments, under the
Defense Policy Review Initiative, which
set the framework for the relocation of
Marines from Okinawa to Guam. The
base is named in honor of Brig. Gen.
Vicente Tomas “Ben” Garrido Blaz, the
first Chamorro Marine to attain the
rank of general officer.

“Today is an important day that marks
the future of the Marines on Guam,
and it is also a day to reflect on the
century-long history of the Marine
Corps in this beautiful place we call
home,” said Col. Christopher Bopp,
commanding officer, MCB Camp Blaz.
“On this island Marines and their

CHamoru brethren have lived in peace
and fought in war together and we are
proud to carry on this legacy of honor
and courage.”

Guam’s history is marked by the
enduring partnership between the U.S.
military and the people of Guam. Since
the establishment of Marine Barracks
Guam in 1899, the Marine Corps has
had a nearly continuous presence on
Guam. The Marine Barracks was reac-
tivated after World War Il and deacti-
vated November 10, 1992.

During the ceremony at War in the
Pacific National Historical Park, honors
were rendered to the Honorable Lou
Leon Guerrero, Governor of Guam;
Commandant of the Marine Corps;
U.S. Assistant Secretary of the Navy for
Energy, Installations and Environmen-
tal; Japanese Parliamentary Vice-Min-
ister of Defense and Parliamentary
Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs pro-
vided remarks. The ceremony ended
with a traditional pass and review.

“I believe that on the horizon lies the
opportunities that Ben (Blaz) wished
for our people,” said the Honorable
Leon Guerrero. “No longer are we
dealing with challenges and isolation,

we are cultivating a more sustain-
able and comprehensive Indo-Pacific
allyship. The future of Guam is insep-
arable from the future of the broader
Indo-Pacific and the success of the Ma-
rines is inseparable from the success
of Guam’s people. Together we are an
island and an ocean united; together
we are always better and always stron-
ger; together we are always faithful.
Semper Fidelis.”

Situated on Guam’s northern plateau,
Camp Blaz will serve as a strategic
hub as the Department of Defense
realizes the vision of the 2022 National
Defense Strategy. The base construc-
tion projects currently underway are
partially funded by a large monetary
contribution from the Government of
Japan.

“Forward, persistent presence is key
to the regional security and stability
in the Indo-Pacific. Marine Corps Base
Camp Blaz is a critical part of that.
More than that, it shows our undivided
relationship with the Government of
Japan,” said the Commandant of the
Marine Corps, Gen. David H. Berger.

Camp Blaz represents a significant
milestone for the future of both the 2

The Honorable Gov. Lou Leon Guerrero, the Guam governor, gives remarks during the Marine Corps Base Camp Blaz Reactivation and Naming
Ceremony at Asan Beach, National Historical Park, Asan, Guam, on Jan. 26, 2023. The ceremony officially recognized the activation and naming

of Naval Support Activity, MCB Camp Blaz after Marine Barracks Guam was deactivated on Nov. 10, 1992. MCB Camp Blaz was administratively
activated on Oct. 1, 2020. It is the first newly constructed base for the Marine Corps since 1952 and will serve as an enduring symbol of the continued
partnership between the Marine Corps and the Government of Guam, which has existed since the Spanish surrender to U.S. forces on June 21, 1898.
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Photo and Background Photo by Lance Cpl. Jonathan Beauchamp / BE-8¥8E5& Y3ty -E—FrrEER

=» Marine Corps and Guam. The base’s forward presence
and engagement in the Pacific will play an essential role
in strengthening the ability of the U.S. and its allies and
partners for a collective defense and to promote regional
security.

“The Japan and U.S. alliance is the cornerstone of the peo-
ple, the peace and prosperity of the Indo-Pacific region and
the linchpin of Japan’s foreign policy,” said Ms. Yoshikawa
Yuumi, Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs.

The Marine Corps is committed to upholding the legacy
of Brig. Gen. Blaz’s, prioritizing environmental and cultural

https://www.japan.marines.mil/Misc/BigCircle/

stewardship, and building on the established relationships
with the people of Guam remains integral in all aspects of
development of this installation.

“Guam has been a place we fight from. It's always a place
we'll fight for,” said the Honorable Meredith Berger, As-
sistant Secretary of the Navy for Energy, Installations and
Environment. "As we increase our capability to deter and
defend and sharpen our opportunities in the region, we do
so on the strength of the history, priorities, and people of
the community that we call home."

Story by Taylor Massey
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Background Photo:A Marine volunteer poses for a photo
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Related photo on the Japanese title cover. BAZEXRRICEHEEEHY

Col. Andre M. Ingram,
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Camp Kinser commander,

interested in the event when he
heard that there was a course that

psychological point of view, but the
U.S. understood it in modern terms,

3,300 passed through Camp Kinser.
Walking through a base where it

.
- right, laughs at the words
v of Urasoe Mayor Tetsuji TC X\ PR E - %z Zi 7 H R
LOCAL WALK EVENT CONNECTS TW o e orers R P S M
__ tudent at Kamimori Junior [RARCA SN O S N P
' ; AEAEWVI|ISTEPFATP
! High School asked "what is BIRIEFZFLELYTY Y ICE I
A-FENCE-AWAY COMMUNITIES { rneioren W SNRE EAT Sl
T AR O % gg j3F 2L % % X T 2 /
o ) = 3 | - 7 AN 4
The 20th Urasoe Tedako Walk was a lot of fun and gave them a path taken by the participants to Z?rgi;%gi;{igzg L 2 I ;fg TRYY B
organized by Urasoe City was held on  new experience to see scenery and the food court on the base. - ﬁ%ﬂ‘-ﬁﬁﬁ(g@%%’(;;’v 1\9 ;;jﬁ; 5 %iﬁ % [} L L; ILE'% |2E(|) z
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of its kind in Okinawa, was not only walking 10 kilometers. lunch on the grass area, the girls ¥ P 149 R X PORE
to pr.o.mote physmalﬁtness but also Ichosgthe 10-k|Iometer‘course from Kamimori Junior High School PR e gl) % Al Tz 5_) fe {_; 6 s 'L_E
to utilize the history and culture of because it went through Kinser, were also there, and when Mayor CEDED 7 C 7 0% S wm? R @ r
Urasoe to bring people together from a place where students don't Matsumoto encouraged them to BRI E 5 = TH 200 g I % F 2 —
s ; . . . RT "HMTE2 |z F 1L TRV
within the community. usually enter or see. | thought it try speaking in English, one of the DEFEEXR Z "HTLE =& 5 5e s z_
Tedako means “child of the sun” was a special opportunity for the students asked Ingram, "What's g % % % HC] [ 7;% & < 043 TS5 2K AN
in Okinawan dialect. According to students to take advantage of their ~ your name?” Right next to Ingram, I 3{— 5 2 7+ 7 ’g :‘; ;*352 S5 }; i g - % 5 Z
the Urasoe City website, it was the weekend,” said Kiyoshi Jahana, the who replied with a smile, the mayor g Z fé) TyED  E®E r f;ﬁ Z A
nickname of King Eiso, who resided = homeroom teacher who planned immediately said to the student, M 2 @E% E% 7R & 7° n :Il #n <& L:R2RE 2
in Urasoe in the past. this as a class event, while looking at  "It's amazing that you asked the -
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four different courses, with 3, 5, 10, Meanwhile, Mayor Tetsuji and everyone present, including the Gamalori, Aichi PrefegiiFlisten to the explIONEEEthe 5 E O <‘°k CBBESES | E& kB v LO: >
and 20-kilometer routes available Matsumoto of Urasoe City commander, burst into laughter. Kinser Battle of Okinawa Histrical Disply. &>/ ' — @ iE CTHEZEID ;é; bf %I N ﬂ’-’ AL L 1’_% > ig R @
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Urasoe Castle Ruins, to tour the from sister city Gamagori, Aichi there is still a base there, and that 172 4 g § ﬁ & i ]:l’: A E 2 ﬁ_f FE'? B % ?r % H@moO&EE cxAMER OE£FEI| |k
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Coast road, and those who walk both mayors visited Col. Andre M. live together in this city, it would - lc :|): Z & E% YR 79{‘ n I\\ TERYEFSET - &7 P @ » E % '9( 2 5 O%E
the 10 and 20-kilometer routes get Ingram, Camp Kinser commander, be an opportunity to make the = % 0 ?% 7% > 0%3 g\ n g 7,% E ﬁéf % l[; E ,; ?.g Fpa D [T Yo 5% T # E % h %
to see life behind the fenceline of and they toured the Kinser Battle of  friendship a little more active as a - = E‘ 755 T SR - S el g % % f\/: ;5; 7/; 7|r % m iﬁ ? :{: ¢
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consideration of his health. He was Japan thought of the war from a the two-day Tedako Walk. Of those, ) CEXM —_MWESlc N HMAFICicE = < Sy = = 7 £ =
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Background Photo:Participants look intently at Snow White, played by volunteers
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can be achieved overnight. Even Japanese classrooms, and service circle and did various movements to T B L2 (A2t (e % CRTEHUY ¥ TODNTH “LEBES BERD ﬁg
small activities may require careful members from Camp Schwab have  the speed of the guitar. When lha % % é f__% 2‘@ é ,;L g E‘t % 7;:5 @ 1} 3:) _Lg 28 ; ;o 'le\ % g ﬁ g é' B %% Zgi“ ég ﬁé % %ﬁ
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English class was not mandatory,"
said Iha. “The six-year gap was huge."
The first day camp was initiated
in 2013 at the request of the Nago
City Superintendent of Education,
who asked Camp Schwab for the
efforts to continue English activities,
according to lha.
The event was named the Nago City
English Day Camp and scheduled
for two separate days. It was first
open to elementary and junior high

speaking volunteers.

“I'like the idea of being an
American representative. | love
to immerse myself in their culture
as much as | can," said Sgt. Justin
A. Kirschner, 3rd Reconnaissance
Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, who
also attended the event on Feb. 5.
“We (have) finally overcome the
COVID barrier and are reestablishing
and reconnecting those community
relations."

game, where we had to copy and
reproduce what the ALTs had
secretly made, was the most fun
because we were learning 'right' and
'left" in class right now.”

Snow White

The afternoon started with a
theatrical play of “Snow White”
performed by EEDO members. lha
led the narration in a comedic way
and the children watched the play
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Background Photo:
participants dash to the designated colored beanbags during the Color game
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Marine Corps volunteers and participants play the imitation game.
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Participants rejoice at the boy who hit a big upset Dengry in the
last game.
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US MARINES JOIN CROSS-CULTURAL EXCHANGE,

!f

HELP EXPAND LOCAL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS

When two communities with
different cultures and languages
share their borders, the differences
in such can create barriers. One of
the districts adjacent to two Marine
bases in Okinawa has found an
effective way to break down those
barriers.

The Isa district of Ginowan City is
next to Camp Foster and Marine
Corps Air Station Futenma. On Feb.
5, the district took advantage of
its unique environment and held
an event with the assistance of
Marine volunteers to promote their
association to its residents.

"The neighborhood association
called us and asked if the Marines
could participate in the event,”
said Hiroko Tomimura, community
relations specialist for Camps Foster
and Lester. She immediately sent a
notification via the Marine Corps'
mass email, not wanting to miss out
on this rare opportunity.

According to Tomimura, even

6 — May 2023

before COVID-19, it was rare

to receive invitations from the
community. Especially after the
outbreak, not only did it become
more difficult for the Marines to
enjoy life in Okinawa to the fullest,
but it was even more difficult for
them to interact with the local
community.

A total of 78 residents, 20 adults
and 58 children, attended the event,
as well as 18 from the Marine Corps.

The event was organized by the Isa
District Neighborhood Association
Membership Promotion Committee.
According to Makoto Tokashiki of
Ginowan City's Civic Collaborations
Division, the membership rate
of neighborhood associations in
Ginowan City has been declining
year by year. When the city called
for all of its districts to take part
in a model project to promote
participation in neighborhood
associations, the Isa District came
forward.

The Civic Collaborations Division
and members of the neighborhood
association worked together to
come up with a plan to make the
event special. They wanted a game
to be something people of all ages
can enjoy, and chose an Okinawan-
born game "Dengry."

Dengry is an extension of the
traditional game using "menko"
which is made of cardboard or
paper. It is one of Japan's classic
toys and the most common
way to play is to hit one's own
“menko” against an opponent’s
on the ground and to turn it over.
According to Moritaka Oshiro,
facilitator of dengry competition, a
new style menko tournament was
organized after being inspired by the
problems children in Minamisanriku
Town, Miyagi Prefecture, faced after
the Great East Japan Earthquake
in 2013. Oshiro and Eisho Higa, the
Ishigaki native and the lead vocal of

Continued on Page 4 p ISA

Shoei Uehara, an 88-year-old active jazz
drummer, demonstrates stick spinning
during a jazz performance.
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| love it. | like to see the way the children relax as time
goes by," said Chiaki Unuma, who played the queen.
However, with three years since the last English Day
Camp, she observed a difference from before, saying
that she feels it is more difficult for the participants
to communicate with each other because they are
wearing masks and cannot see each other's facial
expressions. “They are happy, but hard to see.”

After watching the play, the students and volunteers
were assigned to play the dwarfs who returned to
Snow White after she ate the poisoned apple. Each
group was to go on stage and introduce themselves in
English, including the name and characteristics of the
dwarf they were playing, as well as their own favorite
things. The children and the volunteers all made their

came to a close.

English Day Camp.

be afraid. We are all just human beings.

Background Photo:Volunteers play Snow White on stagef e "h..__ #
BREH SR CATEEALGRSYFTET T — s ah
: il . '

“When my daughter came out of the venue, she
did not look tired despite the long day, and | could
tell by the atmosphere that the children had enjoyed
themselves,” said the mother of Tina Higa, a fourth
grader at Nago Elementary School. Higa hoped that
the children will expand their circle of friends as well
as their knowledge of English by participating in the :

Lance Cpl. Carlos M. Cabrera of the 4th Marine
Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, who participated
on both days, said that some people are afraid of
language and cultural barriers, but there is no need to

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

own arrangements and presented, and the day camp
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ISA P Continued from Page 6

band Begin, developed new rules
so to those children that lost places
and opportunities for physical
exercise can still enjoy, and named
it "Dengry" from the town’s dialect
"denguri-geru," which means "to
turn over.”

Most of the Marines were not
familiar with such a game. According
to those few, a game called "Pogs”
is similar.

Before the dengry competition,
Shoei Uehara, lha resident, and
his group performed Jazz music.

As Uehara's drumming reached its
climax, the Marines lifted their cell
phones high in the air and began
filming his performance. Uehara is
an 88 year-old active jazz drummer,
who has been a driving force of
Okinawan jazz.

Hearing that the elderly drummer
in front of them was a legend, the
Marines' eyes lit up and admiration
was expressed.

After the performance, the
participants were divided into four
blocks, with each block consisting
of four teams of four members
each. First, the local participants
and the Marines worked together
on a questionnaire in English that
included self-introductions to get to
know each other.

Ginko Urasaki, one of the
committee members who proposed
and carried out the idea of asking
the Marines’ participation, said,
"We took a survey at the last
neighborhood association event and
received requests to include English
conversation activity. So | asked the
Marines if they would volunteer
to participate, since the bases are
located nearby."

With only one Marine per team,
Marine volunteers managed to
answer questions from the local
participants with their body
language and hand gestures.

When the dengry competition
began, the Marines looked lost at
first since it was their first time
seeing such a game. However,
once they learned how to play,
the Marines unified with their
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teammates and began to cheer with
joy and excitement every time the
score changed.

As it is said that the dengry is a
game everyone can play a leading
role such with small children
winning over adults, when an elderly
woman who was participating
with her grandchildren defeated a
Marine on points, everyone came
together as one and enjoyed the
competition.

Maj. Jacob R. Godby of Task Force
76/3, 3rd Marine Expeditionary
Brigade, at White Beach, joined the
event after receiving the email when
he was looking for something to do
with the community on a weekend.
He decided to participate because
the program was about interacting
with children.

Godby’s teammates were three
girls. They spoke to him using
hand gestures. The girls seemed
to understand a little English, but
Godby had little knowledge in
Japanese language. “The girls were
very interactive, and it was easy
enough to understand what they
were trying to say," said Godby.

“I' have three daughters of similar
ages. If | had known | could bring
my children to this event, | would
have. It could have been a good
event for them to interact with local
children,” Godby said.

The two members of the winning
team were from the Ginowan City
Oyama elementary school, both 12
years old. They had no idea that
Marines would be participating. At
first they were nervous, but they
gradually got used to it and tried
talking to their Marine teammate
in Japanese and also using English
words they knew, such as "sit
down.”

Cpl. Jennifer Galicia, one of the
members unable to participate in
the dengry tournament due to the
allocation of participants, said, "You
don't have to participate in the
games to interact with people in the
community. | walked around the hall
while everyone else was playing the
games."

Galicia said that an elderly woman,
who was watching the event like

herself, spoke to her in Japanese,
and tried to explain what was going
on with gestures. They, then, played
a bottle cap stacking game and the
elder beat her, Galicia laughed.

"At first, | was very nervous
because they could avoid us
because we don’t know their culture
and language,” Galicia said. “But
they were very open and | really felt
welcomed in this environment."

After the event, the Marine
volunteers commented that it was
a great opportunity to interact with
a lot of local people and learn about
other cultures. They exclaimed that
it was something you don't normally
get to do, and by working together,
they can break down language
barriers. They all expressed their
appreciation and praise for those
who planned and organized the
event, saying that it was a simple
game, easy to play, but the level of
excitement was different.

"Although we asked the Marines to
participate, at first we were worried
how many Marines would show up
or that they might not enjoy the
event because they didn't know
what the games would be like,”
Urasaki said. “But they seemed
to be used to volunteering and
soon understood their roles and
interacted positively with us, which
was great." The adults in the local
community who attended were
surprised by the friendliness of
the Marines, which was different
from the image they had before,
according to Urasaki.

“Today, the scene | envisioned
came true. | want to give the
children the opportunity to feel the
excitement of what English they
learned in school is understood by
an actual foreigner," said Urasaki. |
hope that through this opportunity,
everyone will realize that they are
people, each and every one of them
is unique and different but people
are people."

According to the Isa District
Neighborhood Association, three
families are going to join the
association thanks to the Marines
contributing to the event’s success.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

A Marine in team "Winner" talks with her teammates.
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A Marine gives his attention to a question in English from a local
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From Editor's Room

Since March 13, wearing a mask is no longer required
in Japan in general, and it seems as if we are finally free
from the shackles of COVID-19. For the U.S. Marines
Corps here in Okinawa, community exchange activities
have become more and more lively. Numerous events
that used to be a regular occurrence before pandemic
have been returned for the Marine Corps community as
well as in Japan and Okinawa, and many new events have
been created and begun.

In this issue, we compiled a series of articles of the
Marines' activities, their interaction with the Okinawan
community, focusing on people-to-people and face-to-
face exchanges that were not possible during the pan-
demic. Marines volunteered at many events outside the
bases, interacting with local children, the next generation
of Okinawans, not only as representatives of the Marine
Corps or the U.S., but also as individuals and as human
beings.

In Okinawa, where many bases are scattered, there
is an English-speaking world on the inside and a Jap-
anese-speaking world on the outside, separated by a
fence. By Marines stepping outside the fence, overcom-
ing language and cultural barriers, and entering into
Japanese community, we seek mutual understanding and
relationships with local communities.

We hope to convey this aspect of the Marine Corps and
its members through this magazine.

On the cover, we have created a collage of photos from
events, in which some could not be published as articles
due to space limitations.
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azine! Please take our
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Marines practice Eisa with local group

-
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Marines from Camp Foster practice eisa drum dance with the Jaagaru and Eguchi Joint Youth Association at Chatan, Okinawa,
March 21, 2023. They have been practicing together every Tuesday and Thursday since March 14, 2023. It all started when Col.
David M. Banning, camp commander for Camps Foster and Lester, invited the Jaagaru Youth Association to perform eisa on the
streets of Foster housing last year. Their current goal is to show their first performance at Camp Foster in May.
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A collage of Marines and their families interacting with the local
population. Clockwise from top left are a game and rice ball
making at culinary exchange, a new gate opening ceremony,
softball game, the Eisa dance practice, local high school visit,
music clinic, and the Tedako Walk. i8R & & Z DREHOHITDAL
ERXRLTVWBOS Va1, £ ENSEEEYIT, HEZRETDT —LE
BITEVEY), 17 — B RE, V7 MR—IVRRE S I Y —FEh.
MIEREE BRIEE. (RIU+—7DKT.

Graphic by Yoshie Makiyama / #&81L1  E8;T

(Photo by Yoshie Makiyama / B&  f&LgiT)
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