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Find Chester!
Ready for an adventure?
Can you fi nd Fleet Adm. 
Chester Nimitz hidden in 

this magazine?

Chester Nimitz, photographed by 
Chuck Brenkus at a picnic held at a 

beach in Hawaii in 1944.

As 2022 comes to a close, we extend our greetings to our dedicated Sailors, Marines, Civilians, 
and their families valiantly serving around the globe. Additionally, we thank our current deployed 
members at sea and in harm’s way. Your service, whether at home or abroad, allows all American 
families to enjoy the holiday season safely and securely. 

Our world class Naval forces are hard-charging, proactive, critical-thinking people. Sometimes, in 
our drive for mission accomplishment, we get wrapped up in the mission and forget to take a step 
back, relax, and strengthen our relationships with our families, friends, and support networks. The 
holiday season provides the opportunity to do just that. We encourage everyone to unplug as you 
are able and make a point to spend time with your loved ones. Not only will it make you feel good 
now, but it will also build that social pillar of resiliency that is so important when times are tough. 

We collectively work very hard all year to reduce the risk of mishaps in order to focus on the safety 
and well-being of our personnel. Unfortunately, we often see an increase in off -duty mishaps, to 
include motor vehicle accidents, due to increased travel and activity during this time of year. To 
combat this, we count on each of you to continue exercising sound judgement and prioritize safety 
during the holidays. That means wear your seatbelt, pay close attention to weather conditions, apply 
proper risk management, and use your training and common sense to do the right thing. Applying 
these tools and best practices will contribute to a successful and happy holiday season. 

While this season is one of joy for many of us, for others, the holidays are fraught with hardship 
and emotion. Look around you and watch for those who might need a friend or a place to belong 
during the season. There are many people who require help during the holidays, and everyone can 
make a diff erence in their own unique way. We encourage you to stay connected with your friends 
and family this holiday season, and remind you to watch out for those who may struggle during this 
time of year. 

Please, take time to relax this holiday season, recharge your batteries, build your resiliency, and be 
ever vigilant for the well-being of fellow Sailors, Marines, and Civilians. We look forward to another 
successful year in 2023! 

Released by

The Honorable Carlos Del Toro,
Secretary of the Navy, 

Admiral Michael M. Gilday,
Chief of Naval Operations, and 

General David H. Berger,
Commandant of the Marine Corps.

Holiday Message Holiday Message 

Happy Holidays from USS Nimitz Media Shop  
Lt. Cmdr. Adam Demeter; Lt. Benjamin Bushong; Lt j.g. Giovanna De Vito; MCCS Ryan Tabios; MCC Susan Lewis; MC1 Nathan 
Serpico; MC1 Eduardo Otero Santos; MC1 Nathan Laird; MC2 Jennifer Benedict; MC2 John Breen; MC2 Lorenzo Fekieta-Martinez; 
MC2 Caitlin Flynn; MC2 Preston Jarrett; MC2 Jared Mancuso; MC2 Justin McTaggart; MC2 Samuel Osborn; MC2 David Rowe; MC3 
Joseph Calabrese; MC3 Carson Croom; MC3 Hannah Kantner; MC3 Mykala Keckeisen; MC3 Lordin Kelly; MC3 Kenneth Lagadi; 
MC3 Caylen McCutcheon; MC3 Chase Sealey; MC3 Kevin Tang; MCSN Emma Burgess; MCSA Mariel Almonte Merejildo 

The jolliest 
bunch of...  

this side 
of the 

fleet

 “Six Eight” is an authorized publication produced by and for the crew of USS 
Nimitz and their families. Its content does not necessarily refl ect the offi  cial 
views of the U.S. Government, the Department of Defense, the Department 

of the Navy, and does not imply endorsement thereby. Six Eight accepts 
submissions in writing. All submissions are subject to review and editing.

COMMANDING OFFICER: Capt. Craig C. Sicola
EXECUTIVE OFFICER: Capt. Joshua Wenker

COMMAND MASTER CHIEF: CMDCM Chris Lyles



T’was the night before Christmas, as Nimitz steamed West
Many Sailors still stirring, especially on the mess

Safety tags were hung by the breakers with care
And hatches were shut to keep in the cold air

Sailors were nestled all snug in their beds
While visions of flight ops danced in their heads

“This is the TAO”, a crackly voice cried
Missiles inbound on the port side

“Set general quarters,” a command given twice
Let’s hope this drill is short and concise 

Hit alpha, hit bravo, they come one by one
Don’t wear an armband and join all the fun

As we turn our attention up to the sky
The shooters prepare to make these birds fly

As Santa calls out to all his brave freedom fighters
“On Kestrels, on Cougars, on Sun Kings, & Providers”

While on duty’s call, though far we may roam
Look forward to the day we make to sail home

And although our loved ones aren’t physically with us,
They will be in our hearts and minds this Christmas

It is with these thoughts that we keep our minds afloat
As we move through our days on this enormous boat

With all this time so far out to sea,
we rely on each other, like family

Let us not forget that we have a job to do,
Fighting for freedom and the red, white, and blue

So my shipmates, with naught left to say,
Let us take comfort in a happy holiday!

A Very Nimitz Holiday



We love & miss you so much! Can’t wait
for you to be home to cuddle and cook for,

your boys and I can’t wait.
Love Alissa, Bagel & Moose



MMy Christmas!
We miss yy!

XoXoXoX ET1 Schranck 

Maa Wantoch, it’s not the same withyt yy.
LLe & miss yy!

MMy Christmas & Happy New Yee JOSH!
We lLe yy!

MMy Christmas Daddy! We miss yy 
AM2 Zacheiah McLendd

We miss yy ssso much and lLe yy tds!
MMy Christmas Hunny! 

XoXo

MMy Christmas babe! 
Bubba and I miss and lLe yy 

so much. We ee so thankful ff yy and will
cdtinue to be hhe waiting.

I lLe yy!

MMy Christmas AS1 SStd
We lLe yy and miss yy so much

LLe, 
Jenn, Bailee, Zoey & Madi

We lLe and miss yy babe! 

I miss yy and lLe yy Daddy!
MMy Christmas

LLe,
Arabella

Shyt yt to Andrew Beck!
I lLe yy mfe than the stes in the sky

and the fish in the sea.
(The cats tthate yy well ts.)

MMy Christmas Daddy!
We lLe and miss yy!

We ee thinking of yy always
& lLing yy ffevh. We ee cynting
the days yy ee in yr ems again.

MMy Christmas and Happy New Yee to the best dad in the wfld. 
We lLe yy so much. We miss yy evhyday but ssn 

we will all be togethh again. Big hugs and kisses.
XoXo 

Wifey, Johnny and Jamsey 

Wish we cyld be seeing each othh Lh the htidays, 
but we will be thinking of yy. MMy Christmas and 

Happy New Yee. We miss and lLe yy so much!!! See yy ssn.

MMy Christmas & Happy New Yee. 
We miss yy so much. We ee so pryd of yy Kid!

LLe yy,
MM, Dad and KadenMMy Christmas MMn1 Braithwaite!

We miss yy so much! We ee vhy pryd of yy!
We lLe yy with all yr heets!

LLe,
Paige & Zach

MMy Christmas my LLe!
Emmia and I lLe yy so much, 

and wish yy whe hhe!

LLe yy my sunshine!
Miss yy lots!

Home Connections
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“You bring ‘em,

we sling ‘em!”



Twenty-four hours a day, 365 days a 
year, NORAD tracks everything that flies 
in and around North America in defense 
of our homeland.

On December 24, they have the very 
special mission of also tracking Santa.

NORAD has been tracking Santa since 
1955, when a young child accidently 
dialed the unlisted phone number of 
the Continental Air Defense Command 
(CONAD) Operations Center in Colorado Springs, 

24 hours a day, 365 
days a year, NORAD 

tracks everything 
that flies in and 

around North America 
in defense of our 

homeland.

Besides tracking Santa, what does 
NORAD normally do?
NORAD is a bi-national U.S./Canadian military 
organization responsible for the aerospace defense 
of North America. NORAD provides warning of 
impending missile and air attacks, safeguards the 
air sovereignty of North America, and maintains 
airborne forces for defense against attack. NORAD 
performs this important mission 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year. But on Christmas Eve each year, 
NORAD has one additional mission: tracking Santa 
around the world! To learn more about NORAD, go 
to www.norad.mil.

How long has NORAD been 
tracking Santa?
NORAD’s predecessor, the Continental Defense 
Command (CONAD), began tracking Santa in 1955. 
NORAD replaced CONAD in 1958 and took over the 
mission of tracking Santa’s flight around the world 
every Christmas Eve!

Why does NORAD track Santa?
Twenty four hours a day, 365 days a year, NORAD 
tracks airplanes, missiles, space launches and 
anything else that flies in or around the North 
American continent. While the tradition of tracking 
Santa began purely by accident, NORAD continues 
to track Santa. They’re the only organization that has 
the technology, the qualifications, and the people 
to do it. And they love it! NORAD is honored to be 
Santa’s official tracker on Christmas Eve!

Does NORAD have any statistics 
on Santa’s sleigh?
NORAD can confirm that Santa’s sleigh is a 
versatile, all weather, multi-purpose, vertical short-
take-off and landing vehicle. It is capable of traveling 
vast distances without refueling and is deployed, as 
far as we know, only on Christmas Eve (and briefly 
for a test flight about a month before Christmas).
Note: Length, width and height are without reindeer.

I would rather talk to someone at 
NORAD to find out where Santa 
is located. Is there a number I can 
call?
Yes! The NORAD Tracks Santa Operations Center 
is fully operational beginning at 4:00 a.m. MST on 
December 24. You can call 1 877 HI-NORAD (1 877 
446-6723) to talk directly to a NORAD staff member 
who will be able to tell you Santa’s exact location!

How many people support this 
effort, and are they active duty 
military personnel?
One Department of Defense (DOD) civilian from the 
NORAD Public Affairs staff is assigned to manage 
the program. In addition, almost 1,250 Canadian and 
American uniformed personnel – Air Force, Army, 
Navy, and Marines, as well as DOD civilians and 
their families and friends – volunteer their time on 
Christmas Eve to answer the thousands of phone 
calls and emails that flood in from around the world.Source(s): norad.mil | noradsanta.org

Colorado, believing she was calling Santa 
Claus after seeing a promotion in a local 
newspaper.

Air Force Colonel Harry Shoup, the 
commander on duty that night, was quick 
to realize a mistake had been made, 
and assured the youngster that CONAD 
would guarantee Santa a safe journey 
from the North Pole.

Thus a tradition was born that rolled over 
to NORAD when it was formed in 1958. 
Each year since, NORAD has dutifully 
reported Santa’s location on December 
24 to millions across the globe.

Thanks to the services and resources 
generously provided by numerous 

corporate contributors and 

volunteers, NORAD Tracks Santa has 
persevered for more than 60 years. 

Though the program began due to a 
misdialed number, NORAD Tracks Santa 
has flourished and is recognized as one 
of the Department of Defense’s largest 
community outreach programs.

Each year, the NORAD Tracks Santa 
website receives nearly 15 million unique 
visitors from more than 200 countries and 
territories around the world. Volunteers 
receive more than 130,000 calls to 
the NORAD Tracks Santa hotline from 
children around the globe.

This year, children and the young-at-
heart are able to track Santa through 
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and 
Instagram.

Sleigh Technical Data
Feature    Answer
Designer & Builder..............................................K. Kringle & Elves, Inc.
Probable First Flight...........................................Dec. 24, A.D. 343
Home Base.........................................................North Pole
Length.................................................................75 cc (candy canes) / 150 lp (lollipops)
Width...................................................................40 cc / 80 lp
Height .................................................................55 cc / 110 lp
Weight at takeoff.................................................75,000 gd (gumdrops)
Passenger weight at takeoff................................Santa Claus: 260 pounds
Weight of gifts at takeoff......................................60,000 tons
Weight at landing................................................80,000 gd (ice & snow accumulation)
Passenger weight at landing...............................1,260 pounds
Propulsion............................................................Nine (9) rp (reindeer power)
Armament............................................................Antlers (purely defensive)
Fuel......................................................................Hay, oats and carrots (for reindeer)
Emissions............................................................Classified
Climbing speed....................................................One “T” (Twinkle of an eye)
Max speed...........................................................Faster than starlight



When Allyssa lost her mother, she gained a father fi gure.

Twelve years later, Aviation Machinist’s Mate 1st Class Orrintell 
Whyte and Fire Controlman 3rd Class Allyssa Haynes are 
serving together aboard USS Nimitz (CVN 68). 

“She’s actually my niece,” said Whyte. “Her mom was my sister, 
and that’s always been my promise to her: that I would raise 
her daughter right. I feel like I did that.”

Whyte, originally from Kingston, Jamaica, joined the Navy in 
October 2002. Now, 20 years later, Whyte has four children 
currently serving in the military, but he never expected to serve 
with them in the same command.

While the chances of family members being deployed together 
are nearly zero, a number of unlikely occurrences were 
necessary for them to reunite in this context.

“It’s a big coincidence, really,” said Whyte. “I came to California 
when I was on the USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), and she had 
just graduated high school and decided to join the Navy. After 
boot camp, they sent her to Washington, and I later found out 
she was on the Nimitz. After I left the Lincoln, I went to the 
HSM (Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron) 73 “Battlecats” 

and found out they were part of the Nimitz strike group. Now, 
we’re on the same ship at the same time.”

Haynes left for boot camp only two weeks after graduating 
high school, and she applied to be stationed on the West Coast 
in hopes of being closer to her family in San Diego, which 
brought her to the Nimitz, where she works as a NATO Sea 
Sparrow technician.

“My dad was on the Lincoln throughout my entire senior year 
past my graduation from boot camp,” said Haynes. “When I 
was in C-school, he asked what ship I was going to be on. I told 
him the Nimitz, and he said he was going to be on the helo 
squadron for us, so we’d be on deployment together, which I 
thought was crazy.”

Since Whyte’s sea duty sometimes came in the way of him 
being present in Haynes’ life, he expressed gratitude for the 
opportunity to spend deployment together and compensate 
for lost time. 

“Our relationship actually hasn’t changed much,” said Whyte. “I 
think she’s happy because now she feels like her dad is actually 
there. She said it’s like a make-up because I was deployed 
when she was graduating high school. She really wanted me to 
be there, but I couldn’t because I was deployed, but now, here 

we are getting deployed together. It’s like I’m making up 
for missing her graduation.”

Haynes said she’s always happy to see Whyte during her 
day-to-day while transiting through the ship.

“It’s pretty cool seeing him in the mess decks and 
saying ‘What’s up, Dad?’” said Haynes. “He’s very busy, 
especially when he’s on the fl ight deck, so I can’t see 
him all the time, but it’s just really fun to bump into 
him. The funniest thing is when he introduces me as 
his daughter, and people won’t believe it until we show 
them all the family photos.” 

The novelty of their particular situation isn’t lost on 
either of them. 

“I was thinking about it, and it’s a cool experience that 
not many people get to witness,” said Whyte. “A lot of 
people can say their parents retired from the military, 
but how many people can say they’ve spent deployment 
with their parents? Not many, so I think it’s cool.”

While Whyte is nearing retirement, he’s gradually 
getting ready for his transition to civilian life, and 
Haynes is looking forward to making the most of her time 
aboard Nimitz.

“I’m going to be here until 2025,” said Haynes. “It’s a cool fi rst/
last moment. He’s been in for a long time. I do want him to 
retire, unless he makes chief, but it’s a once in a lifetime thing: 
my fi rst deployment and his last.”
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him the Nimitz, and he said he was going to be on the helo 
squadron for us, so we’d be on deployment together, which I 

Since Whyte’s sea duty sometimes came in the way of him 
being present in Haynes’ life, he expressed gratitude for the 
opportunity to spend deployment together and compensate 
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“I’m going to be here until 2025,” said Haynes. “It’s a cool fi rst/
last moment. He’s been in for a long time. I do want him to 
retire, unless he makes chief, but it’s a once in a lifetime thing: 
my fi rst deployment and his last.”

Family Ties

Story by MC2 Preston Jarrett



AOAN Donovan Bewley installs a missile launcher into an aircraft. Photo by  
MC3 Caylen McCutcheon.AOAN Quentine Bartone collects aircraft chains on the fl ight deck. Photo by MC3 Kevin Tang.

Sailors watch from the fl ight deck as aircraft fl y in formation. Photo by MC3 Hannah Kantner.

AE3 Brett Jacobs installs a silicone rectifi er into an F-18 GCU generator. Photo by 
MC3 Caylen McCutcheon.

AMEAN Jazlyn Vargas and AOAN John Flecha examine fuel 
samples from an aircraft. Photo by MC3 Kevin Tang.

Sailors sort mail in the hangar bay. Photo by MC2 Samuel Osborn.

Sailors watch a helicopter haul cargo to the fl ight deck. Photo by MC2 Justin McTaggart.

CS3 Leon Flores Reyes loads supplies onto a conveyor. Photo by MCSA Mariel Almonte 
Merejildo.

AM2 Brian Simmons uses a double vacuum debulking system to laminate carbon fi ber plys. Photo by 
MC3 Caylen McCutcheon.

AE2 Aric Barton fi xes pins in a backup computer 
assembly. Photo by MC2 Samuel Osborn.

ABH1 Joshua Pulley observes fl ight operations. Photo by 
MC2 Justin McTaggart.



USS Nimitz (CVN 68) hosts nine squadrons that 
comprise Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17 and support 
diff erent missions to accomplish the goals and 

needs of the strike group. Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 
(HSC) 6 is an MH-60S Sea Hawk squadron that provides 
logistical and tactical support to the strike group, from vertical 
replenishments to transporting personnel casualties, as well 
as plane guarding, search-and-rescue (SAR) and increasing 
warfi ghting capabilities.

“Our squadron is the primary SAR squadron on the ship,” said 
U.S. Navy Lt. Spencer Jones, a pilot assigned to HSC-6. “We 
make sure no one has a bad day in the water.”

As the primary SAR squadron, they are responsible for 
retrieving anyone who goes overboard. During fl ight 
operations, they are the fi rst responders for jet pilots ejected 
into the ocean.

“Should anyone hit the water, whether a pilot or someone 
falling off  the deck, you’ll always have an HSC-6 helicopter 
coming to get you,” said Jones.

Fulfi lling the logistics role, the MH-60S is a lighter counterpart 
to the MH-60R, meaning that the MH-60S is able to carry 
heavier loads of cargo and personnel. HSC-6 is capable of 
transporting parts to and from other ships in the strike group. 
They are also able to transport personnel between the ships 
that fi xed-wing aircraft are incapable of landing on. During a 
replenishment-at-sea, they fl y cargo from the supply ship to 
the carrier. 

As far as the combat role of the MH-60S, there are times when 
jets are not capable of launching due to location, or political 
reasons. During times like these, the MH-60S is utilized and 
launched fully armed to create a screen for the ships of the 
strike group.

“The diff erence between the two aircraft 
is that the MH-60S is equipped with fewer 
instruments, fulfi lling roles as a logistics 
platform and an attack platform to provide 
protection in situations where we’re in a 
strait transit or other cases,” said Jones.

When it comes to the personnel manning 
these aircraft, the aircrewmen in the back 
are just as important for the squadron’s 
mission as the pilots are. From the cabin 
of the helicopter, they assist the pilots 
and serve as critical problem solvers if any 
emergency situations arise.

“We are professionals in our fi eld,” said Naval Aircrewman 
(Helicopter) 2nd Class Keith Carpenter. “As cliché as it may 
sound, we train to fi ght and we fi ght to win. Our ‘fi ght’ is doing 
whatever it takes to protect, recover, and support our fi ghting 
force. When tasking is given, we say ‘when’ not ‘how.’”

But without the trust and teamwork among the pilots, 
aircrewmen, maintainers, and administrative and logistic 
personnel, executing the mission wouldn’t be possible.

“Not every day is the best day, as every Sailor knows, but the 
culture and personalities of the people I work with are things 
that makes my job worth doing,” said Carpenter. “We all know 
each other to a depth not common to most occupations due 
to the nature of our job. Without comradery, the hard days 
would be harder and the good days would be hollow.”

HSC-6 is a vital component of the strike group, transporting 
supplies and protecting the thousands of people working 
aboard Nimitz. It’s not only the capabilities of the aircraft but 
also the experience, dedication and teamwork of the Sailors 
assigned to HSC-6 that allows this squadron to perform their 
mission and preserve strike group readiness.

“We 
train

to 
fight 
and we 
fight
to win.”



Nimitz’s Morale, Welfare and Recreation department (MWR) 
hosted a gingerbread house decorating event in the ship’s aft 
mess decks. Sailors from various departments aboard the ship 
utilized pre-made kits containing edible supplies – including 
gingerbread pieces, icing and sprinkles – to create and 
decorate their very own “home sweet home.”

Morale
Welfare 
and Recreation



“ Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens is a classic Victorian-era 
novel about an elderly miser who transforms into a kinder, gentler 
man. He is visited by his former business partner, Jacob Marley, and 
the spirits of Christmas Past, Present and Yet-to-Come. 

Fleet Adm. Chester Nimitz sent his own Christmas past message 
in this telegram, dated Christmas Eve, 1946, to his friend Amon G. 
Carter, the creator and publisher of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. 

“The reindeer were pawing at the latch string when your greeting arrived so 
gave him your address and our best wishes for the brightest and cheeriest 
of Christmases. May happiness, good health and prosperity be yours 
throughout the coming year and for the years to come. Snug harbors, rich 
cargoes and smooth sailing. Merry Christmas.” 
C.W. Nimitz, Fleet Admiral, USN.

This 2022 deployment Christmas present is not as we originally 
imagined it in Guam, but we can look to the journey yet to come, in 
2023. May it transform each of us into the best warfighters we can 
be. Happy Holidays!

Fleet Admiral Nimitz hosting a collection of Third Fleet flag 
officers, Christmas Eve, 1944.

Christmas Party for Nimitz Crew 
and family hosted by MWR, 1996.

Christmas Day aboard Nimitz, with former 
XO and CMC, 2019.

Christmas festivities for the crew aboard Nimitz, 2019.

Religious services aboard Nimitz, 2020.

Crewmembers getting into the Holiday spirit, 2019 and 2021.

USS Nimitz

meal 2022
Christmas Dinner

The Main Course

The Sides

The Trimmings

Holiday Baked Goods

The Main CourseThe Main Course
WR 3, WR 1 & 2, ChiefS meSS aNd aft diNiNg faCilitieSWR 3, WR 1 & 2, ChiefS meSS aNd aft diNiNg faCilitieS

ChRiStmaS PRime RibChRiStmaS PRime Rib
RoaSt tURkeyRoaSt tURkey

hoNey glazed hamhoNey glazed ham
SavoRy baked CoRNiSh heNSSavoRy baked CoRNiSh heNS

Seafood baRSeafood baR

bUtteRy maShed PotatoeSbUtteRy maShed PotatoeS

SWeet Potato CaSSeRoleSWeet Potato CaSSeRole

SavoRy bRead StUffiNgSavoRy bRead StUffiNg

gReeN beaN CaSSeRolegReeN beaN CaSSeRole

CoRN oN the CobCoRN oN the Cob

giblet gRavygiblet gRavy

NaUtURal aU JUSNaUtURal aU JUS

hoRSeRadiSh CRhoRSeRadiSh CRÈÈme SaUCeme SaUCe

CoCktail SaUCeCoCktail SaUCe

holiday CRaNbeRRy SaUCeholiday CRaNbeRRy SaUCe

fReNCh oNioN SoUPfReNCh oNioN SoUP

bRoCColi aNd CheeSe bRoCColi aNd CheeSe

SoUPSoUP

Potato SaladPotato Salad

Salad baRSalad baR

PUmPkiN PiePUmPkiN Pie

PeCaN PiePeCaN Pie

SWeet Potato PieSWeet Potato Pie

aPPle PieaPPle Pie

CheRRy PieCheRRy Pie

blUebeRRy PieblUebeRRy Pie

aSSoRted CheeSeCakeaSSoRted CheeSeCake

aSSoRted SeaSoNal CakeaSSoRted SeaSoNal Cake

egg Nogegg Nog

holiday CookieSholiday CookieS

ChoColate ChiP CookieSChoColate ChiP CookieS

maCadamia White ChoColate maCadamia White ChoColate

CookieSCookieS

oatmeal RaSiN CookieSoatmeal RaSiN CookieS

hoNey bUtteRed diNNeR RollS hoNey bUtteRed diNNeR RollS

PaRmeSaN diNNeR RollSPaRmeSaN diNNeR RollS

Nimitz CelebRatioN CakeNimitz CelebRatioN Cake

iCe CReam baRiCe CReam baR

mm  2022 2022 2022 2022 2022

Not-So-HomeNot-So-Home 
For ChristmasFor Christmas

CHAP’S CORNER: 
SHALOME!

It was Christmas Eve 2008, and I was at a small combat 
outpost in Musa Qala, Afghanistan.  I had been sent there at 
the request of the 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines CO, to provide 
Christmas services for his Marines.  The Marines were living 
and working out of a crude, two story cinder block house 
they called “The White House.”  One could vaguely make out 
that it had once been whitewashed.  The temperature was 
hovering around 20 degrees outside, but it was colder inside 
the “White House.”  This meant the majority of the time, the 
Marines stayed outside huddled around the fi re pit they had 
constructed.

Musa Qala was not a nice place.  The town had been taken 
over by the Taliban and only a year before, an Irish Brigade 
had to negotiate with the Taliban for its safe extraction from 
the base.  Upon arriving, I went to the roof of the house to 
visit with the Marines on duty.  As I was standing alongside 
the roof’s edge, looking over, a young Lance Cpl. said, 
“Ma’am, I wouldn’t do that if I were you.  They love taking pot 
shots at anything they can see up here.”  You didn’t need to 
tell me that twice.

That evening, around 2300, I held a candlelight service 
around the fi re pit.  Candlelight was fi tting, as there was 
no electric power going to the house.  The ANP (Afghan 
National Police) had long since destroyed the Marines’ main 
generator by plugging everything imaginable into it.  As it 
was warmer outside by the fi re, I decided to linger by the fi re.  
There were Marines on the roof, and at the camp entrance, 
but other than that, it was quiet and I was the only one 
outside.

At around 0100, now Christmas Day, I was thinking about 
missing another Christmas when a local man, the assistant 
to the village governor whose offi  ce was located inside the 
wire, came out and squatted down across the fi re pit from 
me.  We smiled and nodded at one another until after a few 
minutes, the man put his hand up in a gesture I understood 
to be, “Wait here.  I’ll be right back.”  I smiled and nodded to 
him that I understood.  He was gone for approximately 15 
minutes.  When he returned he had a platter of fresh goat 
meat and hot Naan bread.  He squatted down closer to 
me now and placed the food between us, and let me know 
through gestures he wanted us to share a meal together.

That was the best meal I had had in a long time.  As we sat 
there eating, not a word was spoken, because he spoke 
Pashtun and I spoke English, but the conversation was 
profound.  After we fi nished the goat and bread, he gestured 
again to stay where I was.  Again, I nodded I would stay.  A 
few minutes later he squatted down again, gave me a small 
styrofoam cup and fi lled it with hot chai.  We sat there, 
nodding and smiling at one another as we drank the sweet, 
hot tea.  When the tea was gone, he got up, put his hands 
together like he was in prayer, slightly bowed at me and 
walked away.

I lingered by the fi re until one of the staff  sergeants came 
over and looked at me funny.  I asked him what was up and 
he just shook his head, chuckled and said, “Chaps, some of 
us have been watching you from the roof; that guy is a pain 
in our butts and we’re pretty sure he hates we’re here.  He’s 
always complaining to us or about us, and he sure ain’t never 
off ered us food or chai.”  Then he added, “No off ense ma’am, 
but the fact you’re a woman and he was sharing a meal with 
you is even more amazing.  We’re all just a little in shock 
about what we saw tonight.”

I can’t explain it either.  Maybe God knew I needed some 
comforting on that cold Christmas Day in Afghanistan, so far 
away from the comforts of family and friends.  All I do know 
is 14 years later, it’s still one of my favorite Christmases.  

The Hebrew word for peace is Shalome, and in Greek, it is 
Eirene (i-ray’-nay).  Both the Hebrew and Greek words for 
peace means “One; quietness; rest.”  In other words, Biblical 
peace is a state of wholeness or completeness.  Peace is that 
condition of heart that communicates to us that God is fully 
involved in our situation.  Once our heart is assured that all 
will be well, peace comes.  That night, I was truly at Peace. 
May we each have this Shalome this Christmas.  Amen.

- Chaplain Karen Rector , CDR, USN 
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The 5 modes of fire 
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- Single Shot
- Low Burst
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- Low Continuous
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A “hot gun” is when 
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gun is so hot the 
rounds “cook off” 

as they pass 
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WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY TRADITION??WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY TRADITION??

UNCOMMON V A L O R , A C OMMON V I R T U E

“We have a big breakfast every Christmas 
morning with every breakfast food 
imaginable! I love breakfast and my mom 
is an amazing cook.”

-AEAN Mattea McBroom
Orange City, FL

“My family does a Christmas scavenger 
hunt. It gives me quality time with my 
brothers and quiet time for my parents.”

- MC2 Samuel Osborn 
Lascassas, TN

“My family has dinner at my 
grandmother’s house every year. Good 
food, and good people.”

- YN3 Ke’Audre Campbell
Rock Hill, SC

“Family Dinner because my entire family gets 
together for the night.”

-RS3 Karmell Merriman
Oakland, CA

“Every Christmas my family makes tamales, 
a traditional Guatemalan dish.”

 - AM2 Errolyn Ortiz
Forney, TX

“On Christmas, my whole family will play 
hide and seek at my grandparent’s lake 
house.” - LSSN Gustavo Medina

Hilton Head Island, SC
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In France, a Book Prize From Those Behind Bars
SARAN, France — On a recent afternoon 

near Orléans, in the Loire Valley, members 
of the jury of France’s newest literary prize 
trickled out of their prison cells.

They walked past tall white fencing topped 
with barbed wire, past metal detectors, secu-
rity cameras and heavy doors that clanged 
shut, and into a small, brightly-lit classroom 
with barred windows.

The inmates, over a dozen men and wom-
en held at the Orléans-Saran Penitentiary 
Center, had gathered to discuss novels pub-
lished in France this year and pick the one 
they thought was the best. One suggested 
“Le Mage du Kremlin,” or “The Wizard of the 
Kremlin,” a fictionalized look at the Russian 

president’s inner circle. Another rooted for 
“La Petite Menteuse,” or “The Little Liar,” a 
novel that explores the post-#MeToo era. De-
bates were spirited, reviews were blunt — one 
inmate called a book “exceptionally boring.”

The inmates were part of the very first edi-
tion of a new, government-sponsored literary 
prize bestowed by prisoners. The award, 
called the Goncourt des détenus, or inmates’ 
Goncourt, is the most recent of several off-
shoots of France’s most prestigious literary 
award. Inmates met over three months in the 
fall to discuss books on the Goncourt’s long 
list of 15 finalists, and to choose a winner.

The prize was awarded Thursday in Paris 
to Sarah Jollien-Fardel for “Sa Préférée,” or 

“His Favorite,” about a woman struggling to 
cope with the legacy of her father’s physical 
and psychological abuse.

The inmates’ Goncourt is unprecedented 
in size and reach, with about 500 people 
detained in 31 prisons taking part. It is also 
prominently backed and promoted by the 
French government, which is often under 
fire from the right for being too lenient with 
convicts and from the left for incarcerating 
too many people in run-down facilities. The 
Goncourt project, however, has faced little 
criticism — a sign of literature’s sacred 
place in French culture and of the belief in its 
life-changing virtues.

“Wherever culture, language, and words 
advance, violence recedes,” said Éric Du-
pond-Moretti, France’s justice minister. 
“Time in prison has to be a time of punish-
ment, but also of transformation.”

For the inmates near Orléans, the process 
of reading and debating mattered as much as 
participating in the selection of the winner, if 
not more. Many welcomed an opportunity to 
connect with other inmates, to escape deten-
tion’s dreariness and to brush off the stigma 
of prison, as public opinion and politicians in 
France take an increasingly hard line on incar-
ceration. One poll from 2018 found that 50 per-
cent of French people believed detainees were 
“treated too well,” up from 18 percent in 2000.

“Just because we are inmates it doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t worth anything or that our 
opinions aren’t worth hearing,” said Mathilde, 
32, who joked that she had enjoyed the Gon-
court workshop, but not enough to do it again 
— she is scheduled for release in January.

Many hope that the new prize will shift pub-
lic perceptions.

“It can change the optics,” said Odile Mac-
chi, the head of the investigation division of 
the International Observatory of Prisons in 
France. “To realize that, yes, these are actu-
ally people who have something to say about 
literature.” AURELIEN BREEDEN

Crossword  Edited by Will Shortz

ACROSS

 1 Psychs

 7 Certain parental 
figure?

13 One confined to 
a cell?

14 Place with 
multiple ports

15 The Manassa 
___, nickname 
for boxer Jack 
Dempsey

16 “Ideas worth 
spreading”  
series

17 It makes  
scents!

19 Gifts often  
given with  
kisses

20 Shut (up)

21 Informal times  
of day

25 One with sole 
possession?

26 Chicago mayor 
Lightfoot

27 It’s a trap

28 Great deal

29 “I’ll take  
another”

30 Void

31 Org. whose 
motto is “Per 
Ardua ad Astra”

32 Like the  
Northern Lights

34 Souvenir shop 
purchase

35 It goes without 
saying

37 Act big?

38 Bae

39 Forked-tailed 
fliers

40 Something that 
may be cut and 
then cured

41 Michael of “Life 
& Beth”

42 “Ah, yes, 
understood”

43 No-frills 
retirement 
options?

44 Bit of silliness

45 Not getting 
involved in any 
nastiness

49 Ralphie’s wish 
in “A Christmas 
Story”

52 Recorded

53 Detail-oriented 
sort

54 Clerical worker?

55 Made too much 
of something, 
perhaps

56 Honorific that 
translates to 
“born before”

DOWN
 1 Hindu god of  

love and desire

 2 Inbox messages 
from Nigerian 
princes, almost 
certainly

 3 Comment 
to someone 
enjoying a hot 
streak

 4 Something you 
reach out and 
take

 5 Eschews a cab, 
say

 6 Winnow

 7 “___ bat an  
eye”

 8 Pay to play

 9 Start of an old 
advice column

10 Crude meas.

11 Common street 
name

12 Practice group?: 
Abbr.

14 Outdoor event 
with long sticks, 
informally

16 Cold shower?

18 “I spilled ___ on 
my dog. Now  
he’s gone”: 
Steven Wright

22 Some modern 
media-related 
speculations

23 Start of many a 
trick question

24 Gomez who 
got her start 
on “Barney & 
Friends”

25 Overcast clouds

26 Lucy of “Why 
Women Kill”

27 Pitcher’s aim?

29 Big actors

33 Court fig.

36 Here

41 Final resting 
place

43 Like some 
hard-to-read 
messages

44 Soul, for one

46 Storage unit

47 Buds for  
brewers

48 Subject of a 
Nepali hunting 
license

49 Fix

50 Alternative to 
.com or .org

51 Shags, e.g.
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In France, a Book Prize From Those Behind Bars
SARAN, France — On a recent afternoon 

near Orléans, in the Loire Valley, members 
of the jury of France’s newest literary prize 
trickled out of their prison cells.

They walked past tall white fencing topped 
with barbed wire, past metal detectors, secu-
rity cameras and heavy doors that clanged 
shut, and into a small, brightly-lit classroom 
with barred windows.

The inmates, over a dozen men and wom-
en held at the Orléans-Saran Penitentiary 
Center, had gathered to discuss novels pub-
lished in France this year and pick the one 
they thought was the best. One suggested 
“Le Mage du Kremlin,” or “The Wizard of the 
Kremlin,” a fictionalized look at the Russian 

president’s inner circle. Another rooted for 
“La Petite Menteuse,” or “The Little Liar,” a 
novel that explores the post-#MeToo era. De-
bates were spirited, reviews were blunt — one 
inmate called a book “exceptionally boring.”

The inmates were part of the very first edi-
tion of a new, government-sponsored literary 
prize bestowed by prisoners. The award, 
called the Goncourt des détenus, or inmates’ 
Goncourt, is the most recent of several off-
shoots of France’s most prestigious literary 
award. Inmates met over three months in the 
fall to discuss books on the Goncourt’s long 
list of 15 finalists, and to choose a winner.

The prize was awarded Thursday in Paris 
to Sarah Jollien-Fardel for “Sa Préférée,” or 

“His Favorite,” about a woman struggling to 
cope with the legacy of her father’s physical 
and psychological abuse.

The inmates’ Goncourt is unprecedented 
in size and reach, with about 500 people 
detained in 31 prisons taking part. It is also 
prominently backed and promoted by the 
French government, which is often under 
fire from the right for being too lenient with 
convicts and from the left for incarcerating 
too many people in run-down facilities. The 
Goncourt project, however, has faced little 
criticism — a sign of literature’s sacred 
place in French culture and of the belief in its 
life-changing virtues.

“Wherever culture, language, and words 
advance, violence recedes,” said Éric Du-
pond-Moretti, France’s justice minister. 
“Time in prison has to be a time of punish-
ment, but also of transformation.”

For the inmates near Orléans, the process 
of reading and debating mattered as much as 
participating in the selection of the winner, if 
not more. Many welcomed an opportunity to 
connect with other inmates, to escape deten-
tion’s dreariness and to brush off the stigma 
of prison, as public opinion and politicians in 
France take an increasingly hard line on incar-
ceration. One poll from 2018 found that 50 per-
cent of French people believed detainees were 
“treated too well,” up from 18 percent in 2000.

“Just because we are inmates it doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t worth anything or that our 
opinions aren’t worth hearing,” said Mathilde, 
32, who joked that she had enjoyed the Gon-
court workshop, but not enough to do it again 
— she is scheduled for release in January.

Many hope that the new prize will shift pub-
lic perceptions.

“It can change the optics,” said Odile Mac-
chi, the head of the investigation division of 
the International Observatory of Prisons in 
France. “To realize that, yes, these are actu-
ally people who have something to say about 
literature.” AURELIEN BREEDEN
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In France, a Book Prize From Those Behind Bars
SARAN, France — On a recent afternoon 

near Orléans, in the Loire Valley, members 
of the jury of France’s newest literary prize 
trickled out of their prison cells.

They walked past tall white fencing topped 
with barbed wire, past metal detectors, secu-
rity cameras and heavy doors that clanged 
shut, and into a small, brightly-lit classroom 
with barred windows.

The inmates, over a dozen men and wom-
en held at the Orléans-Saran Penitentiary 
Center, had gathered to discuss novels pub-
lished in France this year and pick the one 
they thought was the best. One suggested 
“Le Mage du Kremlin,” or “The Wizard of the 
Kremlin,” a fictionalized look at the Russian 

president’s inner circle. Another rooted for 
“La Petite Menteuse,” or “The Little Liar,” a 
novel that explores the post-#MeToo era. De-
bates were spirited, reviews were blunt — one 
inmate called a book “exceptionally boring.”

The inmates were part of the very first edi-
tion of a new, government-sponsored literary 
prize bestowed by prisoners. The award, 
called the Goncourt des détenus, or inmates’ 
Goncourt, is the most recent of several off-
shoots of France’s most prestigious literary 
award. Inmates met over three months in the 
fall to discuss books on the Goncourt’s long 
list of 15 finalists, and to choose a winner.

The prize was awarded Thursday in Paris 
to Sarah Jollien-Fardel for “Sa Préférée,” or 

“His Favorite,” about a woman struggling to 
cope with the legacy of her father’s physical 
and psychological abuse.

The inmates’ Goncourt is unprecedented 
in size and reach, with about 500 people 
detained in 31 prisons taking part. It is also 
prominently backed and promoted by the 
French government, which is often under 
fire from the right for being too lenient with 
convicts and from the left for incarcerating 
too many people in run-down facilities. The 
Goncourt project, however, has faced little 
criticism — a sign of literature’s sacred 
place in French culture and of the belief in its 
life-changing virtues.

“Wherever culture, language, and words 
advance, violence recedes,” said Éric Du-
pond-Moretti, France’s justice minister. 
“Time in prison has to be a time of punish-
ment, but also of transformation.”

For the inmates near Orléans, the process 
of reading and debating mattered as much as 
participating in the selection of the winner, if 
not more. Many welcomed an opportunity to 
connect with other inmates, to escape deten-
tion’s dreariness and to brush off the stigma 
of prison, as public opinion and politicians in 
France take an increasingly hard line on incar-
ceration. One poll from 2018 found that 50 per-
cent of French people believed detainees were 
“treated too well,” up from 18 percent in 2000.

“Just because we are inmates it doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t worth anything or that our 
opinions aren’t worth hearing,” said Mathilde, 
32, who joked that she had enjoyed the Gon-
court workshop, but not enough to do it again 
— she is scheduled for release in January.

Many hope that the new prize will shift pub-
lic perceptions.

“It can change the optics,” said Odile Mac-
chi, the head of the investigation division of 
the International Observatory of Prisons in 
France. “To realize that, yes, these are actu-
ally people who have something to say about 
literature.” AURELIEN BREEDEN
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In France, a Book Prize From Those Behind Bars
SARAN, France — On a recent afternoon 

near Orléans, in the Loire Valley, members 
of the jury of France’s newest literary prize 
trickled out of their prison cells.

They walked past tall white fencing topped 
with barbed wire, past metal detectors, secu-
rity cameras and heavy doors that clanged 
shut, and into a small, brightly-lit classroom 
with barred windows.

The inmates, over a dozen men and wom-
en held at the Orléans-Saran Penitentiary 
Center, had gathered to discuss novels pub-
lished in France this year and pick the one 
they thought was the best. One suggested 
“Le Mage du Kremlin,” or “The Wizard of the 
Kremlin,” a fictionalized look at the Russian 

president’s inner circle. Another rooted for 
“La Petite Menteuse,” or “The Little Liar,” a 
novel that explores the post-#MeToo era. De-
bates were spirited, reviews were blunt — one 
inmate called a book “exceptionally boring.”

The inmates were part of the very first edi-
tion of a new, government-sponsored literary 
prize bestowed by prisoners. The award, 
called the Goncourt des détenus, or inmates’ 
Goncourt, is the most recent of several off-
shoots of France’s most prestigious literary 
award. Inmates met over three months in the 
fall to discuss books on the Goncourt’s long 
list of 15 finalists, and to choose a winner.

The prize was awarded Thursday in Paris 
to Sarah Jollien-Fardel for “Sa Préférée,” or 

“His Favorite,” about a woman struggling to 
cope with the legacy of her father’s physical 
and psychological abuse.

The inmates’ Goncourt is unprecedented 
in size and reach, with about 500 people 
detained in 31 prisons taking part. It is also 
prominently backed and promoted by the 
French government, which is often under 
fire from the right for being too lenient with 
convicts and from the left for incarcerating 
too many people in run-down facilities. The 
Goncourt project, however, has faced little 
criticism — a sign of literature’s sacred 
place in French culture and of the belief in its 
life-changing virtues.

“Wherever culture, language, and words 
advance, violence recedes,” said Éric Du-
pond-Moretti, France’s justice minister. 
“Time in prison has to be a time of punish-
ment, but also of transformation.”

For the inmates near Orléans, the process 
of reading and debating mattered as much as 
participating in the selection of the winner, if 
not more. Many welcomed an opportunity to 
connect with other inmates, to escape deten-
tion’s dreariness and to brush off the stigma 
of prison, as public opinion and politicians in 
France take an increasingly hard line on incar-
ceration. One poll from 2018 found that 50 per-
cent of French people believed detainees were 
“treated too well,” up from 18 percent in 2000.

“Just because we are inmates it doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t worth anything or that our 
opinions aren’t worth hearing,” said Mathilde, 
32, who joked that she had enjoyed the Gon-
court workshop, but not enough to do it again 
— she is scheduled for release in January.

Many hope that the new prize will shift pub-
lic perceptions.

“It can change the optics,” said Odile Mac-
chi, the head of the investigation division of 
the International Observatory of Prisons in 
France. “To realize that, yes, these are actu-
ally people who have something to say about 
literature.” AURELIEN BREEDEN
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 1 Hindu god of  

love and desire

 2 Inbox messages 
from Nigerian 
princes, almost 
certainly
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enjoying a hot 
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 5 Eschews a cab, 
say
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In France, a Book Prize From Those Behind Bars
SARAN, France — On a recent afternoon 

near Orléans, in the Loire Valley, members 
of the jury of France’s newest literary prize 
trickled out of their prison cells.

They walked past tall white fencing topped 
with barbed wire, past metal detectors, secu-
rity cameras and heavy doors that clanged 
shut, and into a small, brightly-lit classroom 
with barred windows.

The inmates, over a dozen men and wom-
en held at the Orléans-Saran Penitentiary 
Center, had gathered to discuss novels pub-
lished in France this year and pick the one 
they thought was the best. One suggested 
“Le Mage du Kremlin,” or “The Wizard of the 
Kremlin,” a fictionalized look at the Russian 

president’s inner circle. Another rooted for 
“La Petite Menteuse,” or “The Little Liar,” a 
novel that explores the post-#MeToo era. De-
bates were spirited, reviews were blunt — one 
inmate called a book “exceptionally boring.”

The inmates were part of the very first edi-
tion of a new, government-sponsored literary 
prize bestowed by prisoners. The award, 
called the Goncourt des détenus, or inmates’ 
Goncourt, is the most recent of several off-
shoots of France’s most prestigious literary 
award. Inmates met over three months in the 
fall to discuss books on the Goncourt’s long 
list of 15 finalists, and to choose a winner.

The prize was awarded Thursday in Paris 
to Sarah Jollien-Fardel for “Sa Préférée,” or 

“His Favorite,” about a woman struggling to 
cope with the legacy of her father’s physical 
and psychological abuse.

The inmates’ Goncourt is unprecedented 
in size and reach, with about 500 people 
detained in 31 prisons taking part. It is also 
prominently backed and promoted by the 
French government, which is often under 
fire from the right for being too lenient with 
convicts and from the left for incarcerating 
too many people in run-down facilities. The 
Goncourt project, however, has faced little 
criticism — a sign of literature’s sacred 
place in French culture and of the belief in its 
life-changing virtues.

“Wherever culture, language, and words 
advance, violence recedes,” said Éric Du-
pond-Moretti, France’s justice minister. 
“Time in prison has to be a time of punish-
ment, but also of transformation.”

For the inmates near Orléans, the process 
of reading and debating mattered as much as 
participating in the selection of the winner, if 
not more. Many welcomed an opportunity to 
connect with other inmates, to escape deten-
tion’s dreariness and to brush off the stigma 
of prison, as public opinion and politicians in 
France take an increasingly hard line on incar-
ceration. One poll from 2018 found that 50 per-
cent of French people believed detainees were 
“treated too well,” up from 18 percent in 2000.

“Just because we are inmates it doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t worth anything or that our 
opinions aren’t worth hearing,” said Mathilde, 
32, who joked that she had enjoyed the Gon-
court workshop, but not enough to do it again 
— she is scheduled for release in January.

Many hope that the new prize will shift pub-
lic perceptions.

“It can change the optics,” said Odile Mac-
chi, the head of the investigation division of 
the International Observatory of Prisons in 
France. “To realize that, yes, these are actu-
ally people who have something to say about 
literature.” AURELIEN BREEDEN
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In France, a Book Prize From Those Behind Bars
SARAN, France — On a recent afternoon 

near Orléans, in the Loire Valley, members 
of the jury of France’s newest literary prize 
trickled out of their prison cells.

They walked past tall white fencing topped 
with barbed wire, past metal detectors, secu-
rity cameras and heavy doors that clanged 
shut, and into a small, brightly-lit classroom 
with barred windows.

The inmates, over a dozen men and wom-
en held at the Orléans-Saran Penitentiary 
Center, had gathered to discuss novels pub-
lished in France this year and pick the one 
they thought was the best. One suggested 
“Le Mage du Kremlin,” or “The Wizard of the 
Kremlin,” a fictionalized look at the Russian 

president’s inner circle. Another rooted for 
“La Petite Menteuse,” or “The Little Liar,” a 
novel that explores the post-#MeToo era. De-
bates were spirited, reviews were blunt — one 
inmate called a book “exceptionally boring.”

The inmates were part of the very first edi-
tion of a new, government-sponsored literary 
prize bestowed by prisoners. The award, 
called the Goncourt des détenus, or inmates’ 
Goncourt, is the most recent of several off-
shoots of France’s most prestigious literary 
award. Inmates met over three months in the 
fall to discuss books on the Goncourt’s long 
list of 15 finalists, and to choose a winner.

The prize was awarded Thursday in Paris 
to Sarah Jollien-Fardel for “Sa Préférée,” or 

“His Favorite,” about a woman struggling to 
cope with the legacy of her father’s physical 
and psychological abuse.

The inmates’ Goncourt is unprecedented 
in size and reach, with about 500 people 
detained in 31 prisons taking part. It is also 
prominently backed and promoted by the 
French government, which is often under 
fire from the right for being too lenient with 
convicts and from the left for incarcerating 
too many people in run-down facilities. The 
Goncourt project, however, has faced little 
criticism — a sign of literature’s sacred 
place in French culture and of the belief in its 
life-changing virtues.

“Wherever culture, language, and words 
advance, violence recedes,” said Éric Du-
pond-Moretti, France’s justice minister. 
“Time in prison has to be a time of punish-
ment, but also of transformation.”

For the inmates near Orléans, the process 
of reading and debating mattered as much as 
participating in the selection of the winner, if 
not more. Many welcomed an opportunity to 
connect with other inmates, to escape deten-
tion’s dreariness and to brush off the stigma 
of prison, as public opinion and politicians in 
France take an increasingly hard line on incar-
ceration. One poll from 2018 found that 50 per-
cent of French people believed detainees were 
“treated too well,” up from 18 percent in 2000.

“Just because we are inmates it doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t worth anything or that our 
opinions aren’t worth hearing,” said Mathilde, 
32, who joked that she had enjoyed the Gon-
court workshop, but not enough to do it again 
— she is scheduled for release in January.

Many hope that the new prize will shift pub-
lic perceptions.

“It can change the optics,” said Odile Mac-
chi, the head of the investigation division of 
the International Observatory of Prisons in 
France. “To realize that, yes, these are actu-
ally people who have something to say about 
literature.” AURELIEN BREEDEN
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In France, a Book Prize From Those Behind Bars
SARAN, France — On a recent afternoon 

near Orléans, in the Loire Valley, members 
of the jury of France’s newest literary prize 
trickled out of their prison cells.

They walked past tall white fencing topped 
with barbed wire, past metal detectors, secu-
rity cameras and heavy doors that clanged 
shut, and into a small, brightly-lit classroom 
with barred windows.

The inmates, over a dozen men and wom-
en held at the Orléans-Saran Penitentiary 
Center, had gathered to discuss novels pub-
lished in France this year and pick the one 
they thought was the best. One suggested 
“Le Mage du Kremlin,” or “The Wizard of the 
Kremlin,” a fictionalized look at the Russian 

president’s inner circle. Another rooted for 
“La Petite Menteuse,” or “The Little Liar,” a 
novel that explores the post-#MeToo era. De-
bates were spirited, reviews were blunt — one 
inmate called a book “exceptionally boring.”

The inmates were part of the very first edi-
tion of a new, government-sponsored literary 
prize bestowed by prisoners. The award, 
called the Goncourt des détenus, or inmates’ 
Goncourt, is the most recent of several off-
shoots of France’s most prestigious literary 
award. Inmates met over three months in the 
fall to discuss books on the Goncourt’s long 
list of 15 finalists, and to choose a winner.

The prize was awarded Thursday in Paris 
to Sarah Jollien-Fardel for “Sa Préférée,” or 

“His Favorite,” about a woman struggling to 
cope with the legacy of her father’s physical 
and psychological abuse.

The inmates’ Goncourt is unprecedented 
in size and reach, with about 500 people 
detained in 31 prisons taking part. It is also 
prominently backed and promoted by the 
French government, which is often under 
fire from the right for being too lenient with 
convicts and from the left for incarcerating 
too many people in run-down facilities. The 
Goncourt project, however, has faced little 
criticism — a sign of literature’s sacred 
place in French culture and of the belief in its 
life-changing virtues.

“Wherever culture, language, and words 
advance, violence recedes,” said Éric Du-
pond-Moretti, France’s justice minister. 
“Time in prison has to be a time of punish-
ment, but also of transformation.”

For the inmates near Orléans, the process 
of reading and debating mattered as much as 
participating in the selection of the winner, if 
not more. Many welcomed an opportunity to 
connect with other inmates, to escape deten-
tion’s dreariness and to brush off the stigma 
of prison, as public opinion and politicians in 
France take an increasingly hard line on incar-
ceration. One poll from 2018 found that 50 per-
cent of French people believed detainees were 
“treated too well,” up from 18 percent in 2000.

“Just because we are inmates it doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t worth anything or that our 
opinions aren’t worth hearing,” said Mathilde, 
32, who joked that she had enjoyed the Gon-
court workshop, but not enough to do it again 
— she is scheduled for release in January.

Many hope that the new prize will shift pub-
lic perceptions.

“It can change the optics,” said Odile Mac-
chi, the head of the investigation division of 
the International Observatory of Prisons in 
France. “To realize that, yes, these are actu-
ally people who have something to say about 
literature.” AURELIEN BREEDEN
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In France, a Book Prize From Those Behind Bars
SARAN, France — On a recent afternoon 

near Orléans, in the Loire Valley, members 
of the jury of France’s newest literary prize 
trickled out of their prison cells.

They walked past tall white fencing topped 
with barbed wire, past metal detectors, secu-
rity cameras and heavy doors that clanged 
shut, and into a small, brightly-lit classroom 
with barred windows.

The inmates, over a dozen men and wom-
en held at the Orléans-Saran Penitentiary 
Center, had gathered to discuss novels pub-
lished in France this year and pick the one 
they thought was the best. One suggested 
“Le Mage du Kremlin,” or “The Wizard of the 
Kremlin,” a fictionalized look at the Russian 

president’s inner circle. Another rooted for 
“La Petite Menteuse,” or “The Little Liar,” a 
novel that explores the post-#MeToo era. De-
bates were spirited, reviews were blunt — one 
inmate called a book “exceptionally boring.”

The inmates were part of the very first edi-
tion of a new, government-sponsored literary 
prize bestowed by prisoners. The award, 
called the Goncourt des détenus, or inmates’ 
Goncourt, is the most recent of several off-
shoots of France’s most prestigious literary 
award. Inmates met over three months in the 
fall to discuss books on the Goncourt’s long 
list of 15 finalists, and to choose a winner.

The prize was awarded Thursday in Paris 
to Sarah Jollien-Fardel for “Sa Préférée,” or 

“His Favorite,” about a woman struggling to 
cope with the legacy of her father’s physical 
and psychological abuse.

The inmates’ Goncourt is unprecedented 
in size and reach, with about 500 people 
detained in 31 prisons taking part. It is also 
prominently backed and promoted by the 
French government, which is often under 
fire from the right for being too lenient with 
convicts and from the left for incarcerating 
too many people in run-down facilities. The 
Goncourt project, however, has faced little 
criticism — a sign of literature’s sacred 
place in French culture and of the belief in its 
life-changing virtues.

“Wherever culture, language, and words 
advance, violence recedes,” said Éric Du-
pond-Moretti, France’s justice minister. 
“Time in prison has to be a time of punish-
ment, but also of transformation.”

For the inmates near Orléans, the process 
of reading and debating mattered as much as 
participating in the selection of the winner, if 
not more. Many welcomed an opportunity to 
connect with other inmates, to escape deten-
tion’s dreariness and to brush off the stigma 
of prison, as public opinion and politicians in 
France take an increasingly hard line on incar-
ceration. One poll from 2018 found that 50 per-
cent of French people believed detainees were 
“treated too well,” up from 18 percent in 2000.

“Just because we are inmates it doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t worth anything or that our 
opinions aren’t worth hearing,” said Mathilde, 
32, who joked that she had enjoyed the Gon-
court workshop, but not enough to do it again 
— she is scheduled for release in January.

Many hope that the new prize will shift pub-
lic perceptions.

“It can change the optics,” said Odile Mac-
chi, the head of the investigation division of 
the International Observatory of Prisons in 
France. “To realize that, yes, these are actu-
ally people who have something to say about 
literature.” AURELIEN BREEDEN
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In France, a Book Prize From Those Behind Bars
SARAN, France — On a recent afternoon 

near Orléans, in the Loire Valley, members 
of the jury of France’s newest literary prize 
trickled out of their prison cells.

They walked past tall white fencing topped 
with barbed wire, past metal detectors, secu-
rity cameras and heavy doors that clanged 
shut, and into a small, brightly-lit classroom 
with barred windows.

The inmates, over a dozen men and wom-
en held at the Orléans-Saran Penitentiary 
Center, had gathered to discuss novels pub-
lished in France this year and pick the one 
they thought was the best. One suggested 
“Le Mage du Kremlin,” or “The Wizard of the 
Kremlin,” a fictionalized look at the Russian 

president’s inner circle. Another rooted for 
“La Petite Menteuse,” or “The Little Liar,” a 
novel that explores the post-#MeToo era. De-
bates were spirited, reviews were blunt — one 
inmate called a book “exceptionally boring.”

The inmates were part of the very first edi-
tion of a new, government-sponsored literary 
prize bestowed by prisoners. The award, 
called the Goncourt des détenus, or inmates’ 
Goncourt, is the most recent of several off-
shoots of France’s most prestigious literary 
award. Inmates met over three months in the 
fall to discuss books on the Goncourt’s long 
list of 15 finalists, and to choose a winner.

The prize was awarded Thursday in Paris 
to Sarah Jollien-Fardel for “Sa Préférée,” or 

“His Favorite,” about a woman struggling to 
cope with the legacy of her father’s physical 
and psychological abuse.

The inmates’ Goncourt is unprecedented 
in size and reach, with about 500 people 
detained in 31 prisons taking part. It is also 
prominently backed and promoted by the 
French government, which is often under 
fire from the right for being too lenient with 
convicts and from the left for incarcerating 
too many people in run-down facilities. The 
Goncourt project, however, has faced little 
criticism — a sign of literature’s sacred 
place in French culture and of the belief in its 
life-changing virtues.

“Wherever culture, language, and words 
advance, violence recedes,” said Éric Du-
pond-Moretti, France’s justice minister. 
“Time in prison has to be a time of punish-
ment, but also of transformation.”

For the inmates near Orléans, the process 
of reading and debating mattered as much as 
participating in the selection of the winner, if 
not more. Many welcomed an opportunity to 
connect with other inmates, to escape deten-
tion’s dreariness and to brush off the stigma 
of prison, as public opinion and politicians in 
France take an increasingly hard line on incar-
ceration. One poll from 2018 found that 50 per-
cent of French people believed detainees were 
“treated too well,” up from 18 percent in 2000.

“Just because we are inmates it doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t worth anything or that our 
opinions aren’t worth hearing,” said Mathilde, 
32, who joked that she had enjoyed the Gon-
court workshop, but not enough to do it again 
— she is scheduled for release in January.

Many hope that the new prize will shift pub-
lic perceptions.

“It can change the optics,” said Odile Mac-
chi, the head of the investigation division of 
the International Observatory of Prisons in 
France. “To realize that, yes, these are actu-
ally people who have something to say about 
literature.” AURELIEN BREEDEN
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In France, a Book Prize From Those Behind Bars
SARAN, France — On a recent afternoon 

near Orléans, in the Loire Valley, members 
of the jury of France’s newest literary prize 
trickled out of their prison cells.

They walked past tall white fencing topped 
with barbed wire, past metal detectors, secu-
rity cameras and heavy doors that clanged 
shut, and into a small, brightly-lit classroom 
with barred windows.

The inmates, over a dozen men and wom-
en held at the Orléans-Saran Penitentiary 
Center, had gathered to discuss novels pub-
lished in France this year and pick the one 
they thought was the best. One suggested 
“Le Mage du Kremlin,” or “The Wizard of the 
Kremlin,” a fictionalized look at the Russian 

president’s inner circle. Another rooted for 
“La Petite Menteuse,” or “The Little Liar,” a 
novel that explores the post-#MeToo era. De-
bates were spirited, reviews were blunt — one 
inmate called a book “exceptionally boring.”

The inmates were part of the very first edi-
tion of a new, government-sponsored literary 
prize bestowed by prisoners. The award, 
called the Goncourt des détenus, or inmates’ 
Goncourt, is the most recent of several off-
shoots of France’s most prestigious literary 
award. Inmates met over three months in the 
fall to discuss books on the Goncourt’s long 
list of 15 finalists, and to choose a winner.

The prize was awarded Thursday in Paris 
to Sarah Jollien-Fardel for “Sa Préférée,” or 

“His Favorite,” about a woman struggling to 
cope with the legacy of her father’s physical 
and psychological abuse.

The inmates’ Goncourt is unprecedented 
in size and reach, with about 500 people 
detained in 31 prisons taking part. It is also 
prominently backed and promoted by the 
French government, which is often under 
fire from the right for being too lenient with 
convicts and from the left for incarcerating 
too many people in run-down facilities. The 
Goncourt project, however, has faced little 
criticism — a sign of literature’s sacred 
place in French culture and of the belief in its 
life-changing virtues.

“Wherever culture, language, and words 
advance, violence recedes,” said Éric Du-
pond-Moretti, France’s justice minister. 
“Time in prison has to be a time of punish-
ment, but also of transformation.”

For the inmates near Orléans, the process 
of reading and debating mattered as much as 
participating in the selection of the winner, if 
not more. Many welcomed an opportunity to 
connect with other inmates, to escape deten-
tion’s dreariness and to brush off the stigma 
of prison, as public opinion and politicians in 
France take an increasingly hard line on incar-
ceration. One poll from 2018 found that 50 per-
cent of French people believed detainees were 
“treated too well,” up from 18 percent in 2000.

“Just because we are inmates it doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t worth anything or that our 
opinions aren’t worth hearing,” said Mathilde, 
32, who joked that she had enjoyed the Gon-
court workshop, but not enough to do it again 
— she is scheduled for release in January.

Many hope that the new prize will shift pub-
lic perceptions.

“It can change the optics,” said Odile Mac-
chi, the head of the investigation division of 
the International Observatory of Prisons in 
France. “To realize that, yes, these are actu-
ally people who have something to say about 
literature.” AURELIEN BREEDEN
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ACROSS

 1 Psychs

 7 Certain parental 
figure?

13 One confined to 
a cell?

14 Place with 
multiple ports

15 The Manassa 
___, nickname 
for boxer Jack 
Dempsey

16 “Ideas worth 
spreading”  
series

17 It makes  
scents!

19 Gifts often  
given with  
kisses

20 Shut (up)

21 Informal times  
of day

25 One with sole 
possession?

26 Chicago mayor 
Lightfoot

27 It’s a trap

28 Great deal

29 “I’ll take  
another”

30 Void

31 Org. whose 
motto is “Per 
Ardua ad Astra”

32 Like the  
Northern Lights

34 Souvenir shop 
purchase

35 It goes without 
saying

37 Act big?

38 Bae

39 Forked-tailed 
fliers

40 Something that 
may be cut and 
then cured

41 Michael of “Life 
& Beth”

42 “Ah, yes, 
understood”

43 No-frills 
retirement 
options?

44 Bit of silliness

45 Not getting 
involved in any 
nastiness

49 Ralphie’s wish 
in “A Christmas 
Story”

52 Recorded

53 Detail-oriented 
sort

54 Clerical worker?

55 Made too much 
of something, 
perhaps

56 Honorific that 
translates to 
“born before”

DOWN
 1 Hindu god of  

love and desire

 2 Inbox messages 
from Nigerian 
princes, almost 
certainly

 3 Comment 
to someone 
enjoying a hot 
streak

 4 Something you 
reach out and 
take

 5 Eschews a cab, 
say

 6 Winnow

 7 “___ bat an  
eye”

 8 Pay to play

 9 Start of an old 
advice column

10 Crude meas.

11 Common street 
name

12 Practice group?: 
Abbr.

14 Outdoor event 
with long sticks, 
informally

16 Cold shower?

18 “I spilled ___ on 
my dog. Now  
he’s gone”: 
Steven Wright

22 Some modern 
media-related 
speculations

23 Start of many a 
trick question

24 Gomez who 
got her start 
on “Barney & 
Friends”

25 Overcast clouds

26 Lucy of “Why 
Women Kill”

27 Pitcher’s aim?

29 Big actors

33 Court fig.

36 Here

41 Final resting 
place

43 Like some 
hard-to-read 
messages

44 Soul, for one

46 Storage unit

47 Buds for  
brewers

48 Subject of a 
Nepali hunting 
license

49 Fix

50 Alternative to 
.com or .org

51 Shags, e.g.
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In France, a Book Prize From Those Behind Bars
SARAN, France — On a recent afternoon 

near Orléans, in the Loire Valley, members 
of the jury of France’s newest literary prize 
trickled out of their prison cells.

They walked past tall white fencing topped 
with barbed wire, past metal detectors, secu-
rity cameras and heavy doors that clanged 
shut, and into a small, brightly-lit classroom 
with barred windows.

The inmates, over a dozen men and wom-
en held at the Orléans-Saran Penitentiary 
Center, had gathered to discuss novels pub-
lished in France this year and pick the one 
they thought was the best. One suggested 
“Le Mage du Kremlin,” or “The Wizard of the 
Kremlin,” a fictionalized look at the Russian 

president’s inner circle. Another rooted for 
“La Petite Menteuse,” or “The Little Liar,” a 
novel that explores the post-#MeToo era. De-
bates were spirited, reviews were blunt — one 
inmate called a book “exceptionally boring.”

The inmates were part of the very first edi-
tion of a new, government-sponsored literary 
prize bestowed by prisoners. The award, 
called the Goncourt des détenus, or inmates’ 
Goncourt, is the most recent of several off-
shoots of France’s most prestigious literary 
award. Inmates met over three months in the 
fall to discuss books on the Goncourt’s long 
list of 15 finalists, and to choose a winner.

The prize was awarded Thursday in Paris 
to Sarah Jollien-Fardel for “Sa Préférée,” or 

“His Favorite,” about a woman struggling to 
cope with the legacy of her father’s physical 
and psychological abuse.

The inmates’ Goncourt is unprecedented 
in size and reach, with about 500 people 
detained in 31 prisons taking part. It is also 
prominently backed and promoted by the 
French government, which is often under 
fire from the right for being too lenient with 
convicts and from the left for incarcerating 
too many people in run-down facilities. The 
Goncourt project, however, has faced little 
criticism — a sign of literature’s sacred 
place in French culture and of the belief in its 
life-changing virtues.

“Wherever culture, language, and words 
advance, violence recedes,” said Éric Du-
pond-Moretti, France’s justice minister. 
“Time in prison has to be a time of punish-
ment, but also of transformation.”

For the inmates near Orléans, the process 
of reading and debating mattered as much as 
participating in the selection of the winner, if 
not more. Many welcomed an opportunity to 
connect with other inmates, to escape deten-
tion’s dreariness and to brush off the stigma 
of prison, as public opinion and politicians in 
France take an increasingly hard line on incar-
ceration. One poll from 2018 found that 50 per-
cent of French people believed detainees were 
“treated too well,” up from 18 percent in 2000.

“Just because we are inmates it doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t worth anything or that our 
opinions aren’t worth hearing,” said Mathilde, 
32, who joked that she had enjoyed the Gon-
court workshop, but not enough to do it again 
— she is scheduled for release in January.

Many hope that the new prize will shift pub-
lic perceptions.

“It can change the optics,” said Odile Mac-
chi, the head of the investigation division of 
the International Observatory of Prisons in 
France. “To realize that, yes, these are actu-
ally people who have something to say about 
literature.” AURELIEN BREEDEN
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ACROSS

 1 Psychs

 7 Certain parental 
figure?

13 One confined to 
a cell?

14 Place with 
multiple ports

15 The Manassa 
___, nickname 
for boxer Jack 
Dempsey

16 “Ideas worth 
spreading”  
series

17 It makes  
scents!

19 Gifts often  
given with  
kisses

20 Shut (up)

21 Informal times  
of day

25 One with sole 
possession?

26 Chicago mayor 
Lightfoot

27 It’s a trap

28 Great deal

29 “I’ll take  
another”

30 Void

31 Org. whose 
motto is “Per 
Ardua ad Astra”

32 Like the  
Northern Lights

34 Souvenir shop 
purchase

35 It goes without 
saying

37 Act big?

38 Bae

39 Forked-tailed 
fliers

40 Something that 
may be cut and 
then cured

41 Michael of “Life 
& Beth”

42 “Ah, yes, 
understood”

43 No-frills 
retirement 
options?

44 Bit of silliness

45 Not getting 
involved in any 
nastiness

49 Ralphie’s wish 
in “A Christmas 
Story”

52 Recorded

53 Detail-oriented 
sort

54 Clerical worker?

55 Made too much 
of something, 
perhaps

56 Honorific that 
translates to 
“born before”

DOWN
 1 Hindu god of  

love and desire

 2 Inbox messages 
from Nigerian 
princes, almost 
certainly

 3 Comment 
to someone 
enjoying a hot 
streak

 4 Something you 
reach out and 
take

 5 Eschews a cab, 
say

 6 Winnow

 7 “___ bat an  
eye”

 8 Pay to play

 9 Start of an old 
advice column

10 Crude meas.

11 Common street 
name

12 Practice group?: 
Abbr.

14 Outdoor event 
with long sticks, 
informally

16 Cold shower?

18 “I spilled ___ on 
my dog. Now  
he’s gone”: 
Steven Wright

22 Some modern 
media-related 
speculations

23 Start of many a 
trick question

24 Gomez who 
got her start 
on “Barney & 
Friends”

25 Overcast clouds

26 Lucy of “Why 
Women Kill”

27 Pitcher’s aim?

29 Big actors

33 Court fig.

36 Here

41 Final resting 
place

43 Like some 
hard-to-read 
messages

44 Soul, for one

46 Storage unit

47 Buds for  
brewers

48 Subject of a 
Nepali hunting 
license

49 Fix

50 Alternative to 
.com or .org

51 Shags, e.g.
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In France, a Book Prize From Those Behind Bars
SARAN, France — On a recent afternoon 

near Orléans, in the Loire Valley, members 
of the jury of France’s newest literary prize 
trickled out of their prison cells.

They walked past tall white fencing topped 
with barbed wire, past metal detectors, secu-
rity cameras and heavy doors that clanged 
shut, and into a small, brightly-lit classroom 
with barred windows.

The inmates, over a dozen men and wom-
en held at the Orléans-Saran Penitentiary 
Center, had gathered to discuss novels pub-
lished in France this year and pick the one 
they thought was the best. One suggested 
“Le Mage du Kremlin,” or “The Wizard of the 
Kremlin,” a fictionalized look at the Russian 

president’s inner circle. Another rooted for 
“La Petite Menteuse,” or “The Little Liar,” a 
novel that explores the post-#MeToo era. De-
bates were spirited, reviews were blunt — one 
inmate called a book “exceptionally boring.”

The inmates were part of the very first edi-
tion of a new, government-sponsored literary 
prize bestowed by prisoners. The award, 
called the Goncourt des détenus, or inmates’ 
Goncourt, is the most recent of several off-
shoots of France’s most prestigious literary 
award. Inmates met over three months in the 
fall to discuss books on the Goncourt’s long 
list of 15 finalists, and to choose a winner.

The prize was awarded Thursday in Paris 
to Sarah Jollien-Fardel for “Sa Préférée,” or 

“His Favorite,” about a woman struggling to 
cope with the legacy of her father’s physical 
and psychological abuse.

The inmates’ Goncourt is unprecedented 
in size and reach, with about 500 people 
detained in 31 prisons taking part. It is also 
prominently backed and promoted by the 
French government, which is often under 
fire from the right for being too lenient with 
convicts and from the left for incarcerating 
too many people in run-down facilities. The 
Goncourt project, however, has faced little 
criticism — a sign of literature’s sacred 
place in French culture and of the belief in its 
life-changing virtues.

“Wherever culture, language, and words 
advance, violence recedes,” said Éric Du-
pond-Moretti, France’s justice minister. 
“Time in prison has to be a time of punish-
ment, but also of transformation.”

For the inmates near Orléans, the process 
of reading and debating mattered as much as 
participating in the selection of the winner, if 
not more. Many welcomed an opportunity to 
connect with other inmates, to escape deten-
tion’s dreariness and to brush off the stigma 
of prison, as public opinion and politicians in 
France take an increasingly hard line on incar-
ceration. One poll from 2018 found that 50 per-
cent of French people believed detainees were 
“treated too well,” up from 18 percent in 2000.

“Just because we are inmates it doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t worth anything or that our 
opinions aren’t worth hearing,” said Mathilde, 
32, who joked that she had enjoyed the Gon-
court workshop, but not enough to do it again 
— she is scheduled for release in January.

Many hope that the new prize will shift pub-
lic perceptions.

“It can change the optics,” said Odile Mac-
chi, the head of the investigation division of 
the International Observatory of Prisons in 
France. “To realize that, yes, these are actu-
ally people who have something to say about 
literature.” AURELIEN BREEDEN
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ACROSS

 1 Psychs

 7 Certain parental 
figure?

13 One confined to 
a cell?

14 Place with 
multiple ports

15 The Manassa 
___, nickname 
for boxer Jack 
Dempsey

16 “Ideas worth 
spreading”  
series

17 It makes  
scents!

19 Gifts often  
given with  
kisses

20 Shut (up)

21 Informal times  
of day

25 One with sole 
possession?

26 Chicago mayor 
Lightfoot

27 It’s a trap

28 Great deal

29 “I’ll take  
another”

30 Void

31 Org. whose 
motto is “Per 
Ardua ad Astra”

32 Like the  
Northern Lights

34 Souvenir shop 
purchase

35 It goes without 
saying

37 Act big?

38 Bae

39 Forked-tailed 
fliers

40 Something that 
may be cut and 
then cured

41 Michael of “Life 
& Beth”

42 “Ah, yes, 
understood”

43 No-frills 
retirement 
options?

44 Bit of silliness

45 Not getting 
involved in any 
nastiness

49 Ralphie’s wish 
in “A Christmas 
Story”

52 Recorded

53 Detail-oriented 
sort

54 Clerical worker?

55 Made too much 
of something, 
perhaps

56 Honorific that 
translates to 
“born before”

DOWN
 1 Hindu god of  

love and desire

 2 Inbox messages 
from Nigerian 
princes, almost 
certainly

 3 Comment 
to someone 
enjoying a hot 
streak

 4 Something you 
reach out and 
take

 5 Eschews a cab, 
say

 6 Winnow

 7 “___ bat an  
eye”

 8 Pay to play

 9 Start of an old 
advice column

10 Crude meas.

11 Common street 
name

12 Practice group?: 
Abbr.

14 Outdoor event 
with long sticks, 
informally

16 Cold shower?

18 “I spilled ___ on 
my dog. Now  
he’s gone”: 
Steven Wright

22 Some modern 
media-related 
speculations

23 Start of many a 
trick question

24 Gomez who 
got her start 
on “Barney & 
Friends”

25 Overcast clouds

26 Lucy of “Why 
Women Kill”

27 Pitcher’s aim?

29 Big actors

33 Court fig.

36 Here

41 Final resting 
place

43 Like some 
hard-to-read 
messages

44 Soul, for one

46 Storage unit

47 Buds for  
brewers

48 Subject of a 
Nepali hunting 
license

49 Fix

50 Alternative to 
.com or .org

51 Shags, e.g.
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Fun Boss
J-Dial 6678

MWR TICKET/GEAR WINDOW
2-148-2-Q

UNDERWAY DAYS: 
0830-1400 & 1500-1900

UNDERWAY NIGHTS:
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0830-1400 & 1500-1900

Holiday Week and 
Door Decoration 
Contest Winners 
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Sunday

25
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27
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Thursday
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Friday

30

Saturday

31
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Card Game 
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Corn Hole 
Tournament:
Aft Mess Deck 
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Video Game 
Night: 

Aft Mess Deck 
@2000

NYE Party:
Aft Mess Deck 

@2200
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Quick      NotesQuick      Notes

Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist
The ESWS program is fully up and running aboard USS Nimitz! 

The command’s ESWS team will be conducting scheduled 
training twice weekly on Wednesdays and Thursdays in the First 
Class Mess at 1900, and will be departmentally assigned. The 
ESWS team will also provide ESWS Rodeos monthly. Testing will 
be held every Tuesday and Thursday in the First Class Mess at 
0900. 

Contact your departmental ESWS coordinator for more info!

PQS Update
There is a new version of DC PQS 43119-N available on the 
Share Point under Engineering > DC Corner. This PQS includes 
Damage Control Petty Offi  cer. The previous version (43119-M) 
will only be accepted until Jan. 20, 2023. 

Division Fitness Teams
Divisional teams are forming to compete in fi tness events, which 
will be held throughout deployment. To participate, contact 
FIT BOSS! Commemorative coins are planned for participants, 
courtesy of the First Class Association. 

HE LOOKS 
LIKE A

SEND YOUR OWN NIGHTMARISH 
CREATIONS OUR WAY

MEDIA SUBMISSIONS: MAIN MEDIA (3-180-0-Q)



‘T IS  THE‘TIS  THE Holiday  Seas onHol iday  Seas on
YOU CAN ALLYOU CAN ALL R est  A t EaseR es t  A t Ease
THE NIMITZTHE NIMITZ stands watchstands watch
ACROSSACROSS all seven seasall seven seas


