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Holiday Season Safety Message

The holiday season is upon us, and as we end yet another successful year
and begin another, Command Sergeant Major Franco and | would like to
wish all Warriors and their Family a happy holiday and joyous new year.
We are incredibly proud of what each of you have accomplished in 2022,
from supporting the firefighting efforts, to quickly responding to North
Korea’s provocations. Your actions embody the Warrior Spirit and the
Katchi Kapshida motto.

Many of us are away from Family and friends, some for the first time. Don’t
forget to reach out to those that may be alone or feel disconnected this
holiday season. We depend on each other. Stay connected with your
squad, reach out and take care of one another especially during this
holiday season. We need a full team to accomplish the mission in 2023.

The holiday season is a period of heighten stress for many. Leaders, stay
engaged and understand what your Soldiers are doing over the half-day
schedule. Discuss with them personal conduct off-duty and remind them
that safety is everyone’s responsibility. Their actions can have both a
positive and negative effect on not only the unit, but the ROK-US alliance.

Finally, CSM Franco and | want to express our thanks to all our Soldiers,
civilian employees, and Family members for the hard work they do every
day. Best wishes for a joy-filled holiday season and a prosperous new year.
And as always, remain ready to Fight Tonight!

Second To None!

KENNETH R. FRANCO
CSM, U.S. Army
73 Division CSM

DAVID A. LESPERANCE
Major General, U.S. Army
Commanding General
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2CAB

2ND
COMBAT

AVIATION

BRIGADE

O ver the past year, The 2nd Combat Aviation Bri-
gade has completed thousands of hours in flight
and in the field, participated in multiple exercises,
fielded new equipment and held SFRG events. The
magnitude of excellence demonstrated does not come
with ease being the only combat aviation brigade per-
manently stationed forward. It was earned through the
execution of countless real world and training missions,
employment of cutting-edge transformation and mod-
ernization efforts and aggressively developing our most
precious asset: our people.

At the beginning of the year, we assisted the city of
Daegu for three days by containing and suppressing a
ravaging wildfire sweeping across the east coast. The
Soldiers assigned to this special task force to suppress
the fire came from 2nd Attack Helicopter Battalion,
2nd Aviation Regiment, who supplied three UH-60M
Blackhawks, while 3rd General Support Aviation Bat-
talion, 2nd Aviation Regiment, supplied two CH-47F
Chinooks.

In both April and October, we worked with our 7th U.S.
Air Force partners in the semi-annual Combat Search
and Rescue Training Exercise. Training for two weeks
at a time, we deployed Blackhawk helicopters from
both 2-2 AHB and 3-2 GSAB. Both Battalions worked
with Survive, Evade, Resist, Escape (SERE) specialists,
Tactical Air Party Controllers and A-10 Thunderbolt
aircraft from the Air Force to rescue simulated downed
pilots. Working together as a joint team, day and night
missions were conducted to enhance our ability to
execute this critical life-saving task.

Working as a joint force was not limited to just coor-
dinating with the Air Force, as we conducted training
with the U.S. Navy as well. In both May and September,
Soldiers from both 2-2 AHB and 3-2 GSAB conducted

deck landing qualifications with the USNS Sacagawea,
USS Benfold and the USS Ronald Reagan. The deck
landings qualifications were part of the larger Mari-
time Counter Special Operations Exercise. 4-2 Attack
Battalion also participated, working with the 2nd Fleet,
Republic of Korea Navy in the waters west of Korea to
deter maritime forces.

On May 17 the 5th Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment
officially activated. The addition of the organic air cav-
alry squadron enhanced the brigade by adding conti-
nuity and permanence of personnel to execute the air
cavalry mission. In July, they organized and conducted
their first aerial gunnery at Rodriguez Live Fire Com-
plex from July 18 to 29 with the 4th Battalion, 2nd
Aviation Regiment. This gunnery was also the first time
the brigade had conducted aerial gunnery at Rodriguez
Live Fire Complex since 2019.

In June, 4th Squadron, 6th Cavalry Regiment, the last
rotational air cavalry squadron, cased their colors and
returned back to Joint Base Lewis McChord, ending
the continuous nine year rotational requirement since
2013.

This summer, we also saw multiple change of com-
mands throughout the brigade. 2-2 Assault Helicopter
Battalion and 4-2 Attack Battalion all saw new com-
manders take the reins of their respective units.

As we look to the future, let us always remember our
past accomplishments as a source of empowerment,
reminding us there’s no obstacle we haven’'t been able
to overcome together.

Trusted Professionals!
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210th
FIELD ARTILLERY

he 210th Field Artillery Brigade faithfully fulfilled

its mission throughout the many challenges it
faced in 2022. The “Thunder” Brigade is the for-
ward-most deployed Artillery Brigade in the US Army.
Through constant training and vigilance, the brigade
consistently provides the 2nd Infantry Division/ROK-
US Combined Division, with readily available lethal fires
to counter provocations and staunchly defend the
Republic of Korea, if called upon.

The “Thunder” Brigade started off the year with the
commemoration of the brigade’s 78th birthday. The
brigade has a long and storied history, from its forma-
tion in Texas in 1944, to New Jersey, Germany, Oper-
ation Desert Shield, Fort Lewis, and finally, our current
home at Camp Casey, Republic of Korea.

Field Training and Live Fire Exercises were conduct-
ed throughout the year. The first Live Fire Exercises
of 2022 had the 6th Battalion, 37th Field Artillery
Regiment and the 1st Battalion, 38th Field Artillery
Regiment, facing the cold conditions to successfully
qualify on their systems. In March, Soldiers from the
Air Defense Airspace Management Sentinel Radar
section conducted the very first Sentinel certification
in the Republic of Korea. This training helped the units
prepare for the "Best to Test" competition, with 2nd
Battalion, 18th Field Artillery Regiment, taking home
the Indianhead trophy as the best battalion.

In July, the brigade hosted the 2ID/RUCD Warrior
Leadership Seminar, which saw senior leaders from
across the Warrior Division participating in a series of
briefings and discussions on topics facing the divi-
sion. The attendees also participated in activities that
“Thunder” Soldiers enjoy throughout the year such as
Combat Taekwondo PT, and hiking the nearby pictur-
esque peak of Mount Soyosan.

On August 1st, the Mayor of Dongducheon, the Hon-
orable Mr. Park, Hyung Deok, awarded Brigade Com-
mander Colonel Wade A. Germann, with honorary

citizenship at a ceremony held at the Dongducheon
City Hall. The pair took time to sit down and discuss
the importance of the long-standing relationship be-
tween the “Thunder” Brigade, its Soldiers and the local
community. Later that month, the inaugural “Thunder
- Dongducheon Baseball Classic” was played, featuring

a team of all-stars from a local recreational league vs a

team of Soldiers from the brigade.

Covid-19 continued to be a challenge in 2022 with
the Soldiers from the brigade having to adjust to the
ever-changing military and civilian mitigation require-
ments. The command team hosted several town hall
style sessions via Facebook live to answer any ques-
tions from service members or Families. The discus-
sions served to reassure everyone that protecting the
health of the force is a top priority during this unprec-
edented pandemic.

Volunteerism and interaction with our local communi-
ty partners is essential to the “Thunder” Brigade. Our
Soldiers actively participate with community groups
such as People to People, Stepping Stones to Love,
the Dongducheon City Volunteer Center, Foreigners
Taekwondo Association, local orphanages, Association
of the U.S. Army, Shinhan University's Culture and
Language Exchange Program and the English Village
Program, just to name a few.

During the year the brigade also conducted sever-

al battalion change of commands. The 70th Brigade
Support Battalion, outgoing commander Lt. Col. Scott
P. Mclendon, welcomed the incoming commander, Lt.
Col. James D. Hubbard. Meanwhile, 2nd Battalion, 18th
Field Artillery Regiment outgoing commander Lt. Col.
Frank Maxwell, relinquished command to incoming
commander Lt. Col. Richard Farnell.

Thanks to the hard work and dedication of our civilian
workforce, Soldiers, NCO’s and officers, the 210 Field
Artillery Brigade continues to be the preeminent artil-
lery brigade on the Korean peninsula.
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2nd Infantry Division
Sustainment Brigade

he 2nd Infantry Division Sustainment Brigade went

through many changes during 2022 which show-
cased the strength and commitment to our mission in
the Republic of Korea. Through change of commands,
moving into new buildings, and countless missions, 2I1D
SBDE still got the job done!

The Champion Brigade kicked off the new year with a
ruck challenge covering 48 miles throughout the month
of January. This event gave Soldiers the opportunity to
challenge their physical fitness and build esprit de corps
heading into the new year.

At the beginning of March, Soldiers with the 194th
Division Sustainment Support Battalion, conducted an
in-depth training on convoy movement, supply activity,
refueling operations, armament and vehicle recovery
missions. As part of a sustainment brigade, these are
some of the real-world scenarios we may encounter.

Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear specialist
crews with the 23rd CBRN Battalion, conducted sustain-
ment gunnery tables at Rodriguez Live Fire Complex,
Republic of Korea. On May 24th, 2ID SBDE conducted a
change of command in which Col. Robin W. Montgom-
ery, relinquished command to Col. Lucas S. Hightower, at
Robertson Field, Camp Humphreys, Republic of Korea.

On May 31st, the Sustainment Brigade put on an amazing
show for Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month.
The 23rd CBRN Battalion hosted the event and per-
formances consisted of different cultural dances which
represented the Pacific Islands and their vast history.

On June 7th, the Champion Brigade was honored to
host a meeting with the Republic of Korea Army Ground
Operations Command team.

21D SBDE conducted a staff ride to the ROK 2nd Fleet
to receive a brief concerning North Korean aggression
following the Korean War and how it impacts the tac-
tical climate of today. 2ID DSB staff initially loaded the
buses departing from Camp Humphreys to two sites at
the Korean naval base. The first site was a museum tour
outlining the historical context of the conflict between
the ROK and DPRK. The second site featured an in-depth
analysis of Cheonan Sinking and how the incident gives
context to the political climate on the Korean peninsula
today.

Soldiers assigned to 2ID SBDE participated in an Ex-
pert Soldier Badge train-up prior to conducting the ESB
test-out on Camp Casey, Republic of Korea, August 23.
The Expert Soldier Badge is awarded to Soldiers who
have completed testing and do not serve in the infantry,
special forces, or medical branches. The purpose of the
badge is to allow Soldiers the opportunity to test their
competencies and abilities in order to perform skill level
one warrior tasks and brigade commander-selected
tasks. The training and testing are meant to be rigorous,
realistic and mission focused.

2nd Infantry Sustainment Brigade will continue to strive
for excellence all the way until next year and beyond.
Throughout the year, 2ID SBDE saw many changes, but
still remained committed to our mission on the Korean
Peninsula.
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2nd Infantry

Division Artillery

(DIVARTY)

he 2nd Infantry Division Artillery success-

fully achieved full operational capability
on October 1, 2022, a year after their reloca-
tion from Joint Base Lewis McChord, Wash.,
to Camp Humphreys, South Korea. We now
serve as the only forward-deployed Division
Artillery and are ready to execute our role as
the Force Field Artillery Headquarters for the
mighty Warrior Division. In July, the DIVARTY
welcomed its new commander, Col. Alexander
R. Lee, who assumed command from Col. David
J. Pasquale.

Over the past year, the DIVARTY has conducted
numerous combined, multi-echelon training
events focused on planning, preparing, execut-
ing, and assessing joint, multinational fires and
effects across all domains supporting Large-
Scale Combat Operations. We participated in
three major command and control simulation
exercises and executed numerous field training
exercises focused on “Fight Tonight” funda-
mentals. In August, we led the planning and
evaluation of the 2nd Infantry Division's Com-
bined Joint Fires Control Exercise, the first of
its kind in many years. The primary focus of
the CJFCX was to improve the synchronization
of joint and Army assets and improve interop-
erability with our Republic of Korea Allies.

Leader development and team building remain
the cornerstone of all we accomplished this

past year. Highlights from the year include a
junior leader staff ride to Suwon, where Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Whitetree helped our mid-level
NCOs understand why we are here in South
Korea and emphasized the importance of their
leadership. Our Warrior Strike Solarium Group
provided our Soldiers an opportunity to sharp-
en critical and creative thinking skills, develop

a sense of agency, and build trust by tackling
challenges impacting our Warrior Strike Team.
Also, our ambassador program and foundation-
al readiness days allowed our team to pause,
connect, and discuss difficult topics that de-
grade trust and divide our team.

Our team has grown through competing on the
fields of friendly strife, sharing a meal, cheer-
ing on the KT Wiz baseball team, engaging in
training with our Allies, and teaching English at
a local elementary school. In each case, the DI-
VARTY put our Soldiers, Families, and Partners
first. We are blessed to serve with our families
and friends in the Republic of Korea and look
forward to 2023l

Thanks to the hard work and dedication of our
Soldiers, NCO’s, Officers and KATUSAs, the
DIVARTY continues to be a team ready to 'Fight
Tonight'.

“WARRIOR STRIKE!”

INDIANHEAD December 2022
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OLD IRONSIDES

1ST ARMORED BRIGADE

COMBAT TEAM

2ND STRYKER BRIGADE

COMBAT TEAM

ROTATIONAL COMBAT BRIGADES

B eginning in 2015, the U.S. Army began augmenting
its only permanently forward and combined division
with a unique capability: a rotational brigade combat
team These brigades are assigned to the 2nd Infantry
Division/ROK-U.S. Combined Division for a nine-month
rotation, consistently bringing the best of the Army to
Korea, and benefitting from the combined environment
and training opportunities found here.

2nd Brigade, 2ID took responsibility for the rotation-
al brigade mission in November of 2022, ending the
nine-month rotation for the “Ready First” 1st Brigade,
1st Armored Division.

The rotational force is the first line in the “Fight To-
night” team; the unit brings the latest in training,
tactics, and equipment to the ROK-U.S. Combined Divi-
sion. Rotational brigades comprise much of the ground
combat power of 2ID/RUCD; a ready, trained, and
cohesive team able to take on any mission. Training
does not stop once the unit arrives to the Republic of
Korea - the unit gets to continue practicing its essential
tasks and missions while on the peninsula. The roles

and opportunities available in Korea provide a fantas-
tic opportunity for the unit to continue to enhance
readiness, and to demonstrate the U.S. firm, enduring
commitment to the alliance.

Having a rotational force in Korea is truly a win-win. In
addition to improving readiness and providing a capa-
ble force to the commander, the unit gets to experi-
ence Korea’s amazing culture and history and develop
friendships with teammates and the alliance. Korean
Augmentation to the U.S. Army Soldiers are integrated
into the unit’s squads and crews, becoming part of the
rotational team, and building bonds crossing language
and culture. Additionally, Republic of Korea Army lead-
ers and units are integrated into everyday processes
and exercises, furthering the combined environment,
and showing Soldiers from both countries how to ef-
fectively work together.

The rotational brigade brings additional capability and
flexibility to the whole 2ID/RUCD team and stands
ready to take on any mission at any time - whether in
war or peace.
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Sling Load
1st Lt. Cailin Stinson

Making it rain
in Rocket Valley
Sgt. Willis Hobbs
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Koranilitry Academy
Trains for Sandhurst with 2ID
é Pfc. Kade Bowers
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Champion NCO Named
USARPAC Best Warrior
Sgt. Seth Aaron

Chuseok Reception
£ Mr. Pak, Chin U

Lancer Brigade
Uncases Colors
Sgt. Jarod Hathaway
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