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BRUCE: did the rum-runners start using codes? -,.ec.crlofed- W(i� l,,..t.�t"l r� 
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Prohibition Amendment in the States was passed in� 1919. Fo:r a very 
years the em ... rumrunners er •• really personally e.rranged all of their 

r_� ... plans for sm�uggling in liq_uor a....l'ld it v1as more or less of an ir1dividua,l ventu.re.w 
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, But as it broadened and the operations began to ... became larger and involved 
more people and more ships, more boats, em •. they had to take to usj.ng em .. :'·�. \ . 
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cod#to use the general term. Em .. in 1924 was the first time that I was 
called in to attempt to solve the rum-ru .. 'l'filing codes that were in use on the 
East Co���� in the meanti.me there was a trei:-:endous development on the West 
Coast •• \ the Consolidated Exporters Corporation of Vancouver sent out what Vfr: 
called "mother.·" ships - very la:cge ships which cou.ld carry as much as er •• 
60 1 000 cases of liQuor, would stop at a certe.in 11lace, the Pacific, and stay 
there for months at a time until all. their lic1uor was dispensed to what we 
call 11 intermed.iate 11 boats which were medium-sized, maybe carrying 15,- 20,000 
cases; and tben those intermediate ships would be met at sea by speedboats 
dashing out from shore and taking small quantities which were actually 
individual orders from liquor-dealers on shore. Fm •• from the solution of 
their own messages we learned that they were st-;rting - this was in 19 .• -·• 
around 1928 - they were starting to use wire��s1n er •. instead of ordinary, 
the other means of communications. .And er •. ; from then on the ramifica,tions in 

'-"" 
.-. c the er .. code end cipher were enormous; er .. they bad even private codes of 

:li1� 10,000 groups made for them and their o,;m meanings written in to these 
codes. \ Em .. they were well-trained; they had somebody who knew a.bout the businet 

,..... 
of solution of codes and ciphers bec<J.use they were instructed never to include 
a.ny plain text messages at all which.. in other words if er.. sOJ:-iebody on a big 

C,,,-yl...uf -G7\ ,) • ship needed a new pair of shoes or one of the messages I car1 renernber was about 
.
r--.. 

\l /illdrev, losing a. glass eye - ell those ty-pes of messages were put in code and 

� � J\ ci�
,her so that there �vould be no hint of breaking in from that sort of gateway 

� , 
whibh was opened up. jEr .. well it kept on growing more and more •. more complex 

• )S.j:: and er •. the operations er •. became much more frequent and finally we had a 
v� 

fleet of em .. intermediate sized DDJll vessels which were plying bP.ck and forth 
all the way from N'ova Scotia to Belize, British Honduras. Er •. this is all 
general matter, it has •. the I'm Alone was only one of many of the ships 
that er •. carried the liquor. 



BRUCE: Gen. geog-.  la.yont of where theso  boat:s: were operatil1g a.ncl what th e;;· were do :1-ng 

]I'RIFJ)M.AN' :  Well er • .  the er • •  tbe operat ion on the East Coast • • the r..nn-ru.nning vessels 

/I� . S ' were small er boat s and it was usually between individual operators and an � ¼ , ---·-" .,, -

@>nucE : 

individual ship and an individual rum-runner or r·um-ee.ller on shore . Er . � 
;,-..., .. 

• on the Eest Coast \the operations were very large and magnified into three 
l 

classes of vessles-were ta.ken in ; by that t ime the large mother ship which 

stood way out at sea ; the int ermediat e ship which carried our supply of . 

liquor for maybe a number • .  perhaps as many as 8 ,  10 , 12 liquor dealers on 

shore who were ordering thi fl and then when xlm:� the intermedi&,te ship 

reached a certain distance from shore 8: speedboat would go out ,md pick off 

an individual order of liquor for an individuaih liquor dealer, . on land. 7 
........,.J 

Describe ccM1plexi ty of linked codes between different kinds of ships . 

FRIED1'UlN: Well\_!hey had a rea.lly very well organised , large operation of wirele s s .  

fa 

• There were perhaps a dozen of the intermediate si zed ships ; say there were 

two mother ships that had come out from Canada with the main supply ; then 

there might have been a dozen or more of the intermediate ships ;  they ould 

have other codes and ciphers between them . Xll'[J1;Jl! For example er . .  the 

intermecli e,te ship named RAGN}J had it s code with the mother ship:;i the 

Corizel had it s code with t he mother ship and so on down the line ; ( all  i;hese 

intermediate ships . So that em • .  em • •  \ we could actually graph where the 
..... 

ships were by the code they were using. So that we could almost draw a map 

.,..-,.._.-;,.:"" of where these ships were at a given t ime and where their landing place would 

f3i\ be where they would go to unload the liquor onto the smaller speedboat s  fron 

\ -�V shore . We could t ell where they were going by the messages that went back 

and forth , between the mother shj_p and the intermediate ships . And that was 

, .. 
• ..._·ic"'� --

true both in the Gulf of 1foxico and the Pacific Coast . Arotmd New York there 

was always more or less  independent rings that op�rat ed. In the case of 

the I ' m  Alone it was • •  what ' s a eood w�rd for it . . it was a x� singular 

case . f The I ' m  Alone caJUe out from Nova Scotia end er • •  loaded with liquor , 

and started for the Gulf of Mexico .  From there she went to Belize and loaded 

again and CaJUe back to the Gulf of Mexico . And it was about . .  almost a �a:r 

or r,e:rh aps  a . little more than a ye?i-r when , aft er those  operations began, 

before the I ' m  Alone was sited in the Gulf of Mexico . \And then ha:ppened all 

the thines that you want to know about , I gues s .  
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; 

FRIEDMAN: 

Tell me why you were 1:,rought; in to help tbe coo,sti:ruards . 

Well I have sometimes said as if it were a jest but it ' s  liter1,,J,ly true . l!!J" 

husband was x very , vecy famous and k'11own to be the most skil ful man in the 

world practieally at that tirne in the solution of codes and ciphers .whether 

they were done by hand , the messa,,ges were done by hand or whether. they were 

done by machine . Because he was a genius at analysing machines . And er • .  �o 

wh�n the Treasury Dept . tried to find someone who could start in a consist ent 

operation of reading these smugglers ' messages em • •  they tried. to get him , 

but he was very well occv:pied -with _ the Signal Corps and the Army at the time 

and didn ' t want t o  l eave his work so � they took me ; so my story i s ,  

and it i s  true , that I was frequently ciil led in t o  do things because they 

cou1dn I t get my husbana_. So they took me .. 

BRUCE:  What problems init ially & why the coastguards had to call you in at all? 

FH.IEDMAN : Well they had no-one . 'fhere was no department of Government that had any me,,ns 

of doine this ty-i)e of work except er , ,  the Signal Corps of the .A:rrny. And of 

course they couldn ' t  take this on because there was much too much else to do ; 

they were covering the whole national and international field of" cormm.mica.tions 

of every kind. So someone had to staxt somewhere . CUT :  RUN OUT OF FILl.1 

CAM. ROLL 36 . TAPE ROLL : 26 
SHOT 132/_g_ MID-SHCJr 

:BRUCE : 

FRIEDMAN : 
Vlhy coastguards called you ih? 

TheCoastguards had to  call someone in because er • .  they were frequently getting 

messages em • . passing between , for example ,  the Bahama.a and the Florida Coast . 

:Between individual s in the two place s .  There were messages coming in from 

Cuba to Florida and b ack again. These were . . could be • •  had to be treated 

singly because these were small individual operations and then later when the 

thing became of such size that boat s to ca:rry the liquor were employed, both 
· r-

an exovnd New York and Florida. and the Caribbean , L_!hey began to use 

formal ised systems , not just what John Jones thought up in Cuba to use for a. 

cipher and he had a confederat e in Florida and they talked a syst em to  each 

other . \  It bec?J!le such an organised thing that there er • •  were re<:?J. ly em • •  ..._ 
veey . . very well constructed ciphei,· a.rid code systems . Both of which were 

developed and in order to follow it em • •  ther.t; finally had to  be built up a 
� 

section of people at Coastgua.rd Headqu.:µ-ters and. I was • .  in fact I argueq 

the Goverment into s etting up � such a section . � But it meant I had to  

take young people and train them from the start because there were very, very 

very few people in the United States  who • .  out side the military services , 
who were capable of doing anything of that sort . 
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BRUCE : 'r1hat vras the immediate result as far as the coastgua.rds were concerned t of your. 

act ivities? 
r-· 

:E'RI:E:.DMAN : LWell the Coastguard , by the knowledge that they eained from messages , which were 

sent in cipher or code , were able mar1y times to catch the oo ats  ar ships that 

were coming in arotU1d !few York and through this part of the coast . Er . .  and 

the men in the coastguards themselves  er • .  did a certain amount of preliminary 

training by me were able ,  as soon as they intercepted the wireless  messs,ges , 
-..__ ___ .��--'•-+--. -��-•·'- ,. 

were able  to reduce them to plain language and so there were many , many catche s ·-i 
made that wouldn I t otherwise h?ve been· made . / And then , of course 1 there was 

. -l 
this tremendous development on the West Coast em • •  which went all the way rovnd 

the United States in the end . And I secured a small group of young college 

(8 graduates in �,w,l;ytical science who were trained by me in the u± cipher 

principles and from then on we were a working unit and the final authority for 

all the things that no body else could do on the spot , we did her_::�, ,, cpd of 

BRUCE: 

FRI EDMAN : 

cou:rse conveyed the re sults  to the operators in the coastguard L��dLthe coa�_1gt1ar, 

went on and operated frmm there ; cat ching the :people in the act as it were . 

Describe kind of codes that rumrunners were u-aing? 

Well er . .  the er . .  big companies on the West Coast that had several large ships 

er • •  operat ing at ( what we called "mother" ships at sea , had someone build for 

them a privB,te • •  what we called "private"  code - a codebook , well , more or less 

like this 1 perhaps larger ; 10 , 000 groups and it would contain only the subj ect 

matter that would apply to their particula.r profession] They weren I t . .  they 

were confident not to  use that without something addit:i. onal being added to it , 

so there was cipher added to  these groups from this codebook which had been 

created especially for a particular company. They added cipher and er • .  H might 

be a simple cipher , it might be a very complicated cipher. But em . • .  the 

messages were always pickled up by our radio operato_rs , always in the country, 

em • •  and then whey were given to an offic_e ,  somewhere loca.lly , who had been 

supplied the solution for a particular system from my office in Washington. 

And from there they would go on ; I was sent to the West Co st in 1928 togo up 

and do�n the co0st and train a numberof people in solution of the code and 

cipher that · the runmunners were using. 
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BRUCE : Would you. say that by this  time the rum.:runners had become professional i:n their 
secu.L"ity? 

FRIEDM.1:'U'i : Yes they were , they were . For 
in their message s ,  whi ch cou..ld 

one thing, fuey never , never put any plain text 
po ss:i.b1y be a clue to break in • •  a.s one message 

read - there were some ve2'y mnusing ones - the mother ship in Vancouver saying:  
"Sencl .Andrew a new glass eye 1 1 • 1rhere was another mes sage s , I remember, once 

r1 ✓ 

, .�\ coming from Vancouver to one of the big ships at sea and it said:  "Inform 
C o  i..-1-' , ,J./� second. wife . . second mate wife he.s given birth to  twins 11 and back came the 
� v-,../  

(.Cr,.....�,;.. 
me ssage all duly encoded in cipher , tllio or three or four or five st eps .  

\' I( ·  
Second mate had no wife • •  so we got a few · a:bl laugh s ,  as we v:ent along ! ·=-"_-, 

� - . � 

'(vfaU\_' 
:But they were security-conscious to the extent that they never sent a.nythi!1g in 

\_'"G) 
plain language although it had to be something personal about somebody in the 
crew .or that so:r·t of thing. They were still ma.de to be very careful . And they 
used the same group of ve ssel s ;  big ve ssel s  would have a different • •  they rrd5ht 
have the same basic code , but they would have a differEmt form of encipherment 
that appli ed to that code with each of the different int ermediat e  ships that 
came out from shore . 

BRUCE : How did you first beco�e involved in the I ' m  Alone Case? 
FRIEDMAfI : Well , . the I ' m  Alone mm was knm�n about as a • •  as a small • •  small • •  I 1 ve forgottE  

r 
\ 

the correct term - schooner , I gue s s .  Which had been fitted out in Nove. Scot ia., 
in the auturr.n of 1926 . And er • .  loadea. with liquor in Nova Scotia and. st arted 
down the coast end into the Caribbean and there had a rende z-vous with the 
ships from shore . Er • .  she went on to Beli ze , Briti sh Honduras and loaded ��th 

•liquor there and ca.me back to the Gulf and did not retuxn to Canada. After the 
first j ou:mey her op erat ions werG all between Belize , Brit i sh Honduras and the 
Gul f Co&st . There the I ' m  Alone would come in to shore ; inside , ,3ay t en or 
twelve miles  of shore and there are some i slands around the :ce and she would 
have rende z-vous . And em • •  the speedbo ��t s would dash in to shore a.."'1.d the 

P v.r;tc-I 1 m Alone woul d return to sea.  Er . .  .,-Jie never had a..-,iy message s er . . from the 
I ' m  Alone . - they never came into our po s ses sion at all ; so far as we knew the 
I ' m  Alone could hav8 been operating witho ut send.ihg any mes sage s �l:J.il 
i.'rlter ghip �d shore because none of them h8.d ever been intercept ed. How there 
is  a vr;ry good. reason why we did.,'1 1 - �  intercept them; they used cable : er • .  the 

'--· messages finally C8J11e into my ha..�ds be cause I was called to Tex�t; de cipher 
mes 8A'.ge s er • •  hundreds of them • .  in about 5 or 6 cases that were 11Gndine in 
the Southern district of  Texas . And ar,1ong . .  they were messa..-ze s which had be'=n 
sub-poenaed from the Western Union office in Hew Orleans . Then • •  er • .  aft er I 

had sifted out all those that applied to the cases pending in T exas , I was left . 
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bcrr . . .  " wit�1 a 1:g.oup of messages that h8.d no connect ion vrith t h,� Texas messa,ge s ;  

the Texas mE!SSa5es had all been sent by e • • •  I ' m  probab l y  not usine the rig'ht 
t echni cal t erms . .  but it was wi:r.·ei!Jess�  oa.lls , they t ransmi t \ ecl bA.ck and for th 

wireless call s ;  in this case the me ssages were transmitt ed t o  cable addresse s .  

They were a.ctm:1,l ly sent by cabl e ,  not by 1vireless . RUN OUT OF FIL."\1 

CAJ\l� ROLL .3J : . T-vJt]QlJL 21 
SH0-2: -�B...W.. 
BRUCE : Di stingui:=.h between wireless  and cabl e message s .  

FRIEDMAN : I n  1928 I was cal led t o  Texas to· work out soine t estimony whi ch con,3 i st ed ,  of 

c:rn.rse ,  of some solution of cipher 

of smugglers on the coast of Texas 

mess�6es•  in the cases of about s ix group s  
r= 

and! there \7as lit erally a truckful of message s 
i 
'b-.,,....,.,,. 

subpoenaed fro:i: ;;he Western Union officAs in Hew Orleans . Most of tho se were 
J 

simply transmitted by wireless  addre sses , cal l s  in other words , instead of 

addresse s .  However ,  there were 23 messages turned. up in that group which 

were em • .  addressed and signed by actual. registered �e: cable addresses  • 
. 'i ; 11.-, �vi 

$.r:'{)•w• • ' And the other end of the me ssages , Nei.1 Orleans being one end, the other end of 

he the messages was New York City . [!he cable addresses used were CJ1.,.'11,lELHA for 

. . 'v .. 

ii±: Belize though that wasn' t stated on the message s ,  Ci.IUIBLHA and MOCh.Nt-1. in 

New York . I was perfectly convinced that these messages could have nothing to 

do with the case s going on in TexaJ so I ce..me back through New Orl eans and gave 

this series of 2 3  messages to em. :-ine Supervisor and Customs Agent in New Orl e8.i12 --
At that t ime they raeant nothing to  him . � realised that they were based on 

,- -. 'f) Bentley 1 s Code and a sii�le cipher had been applied t o  the code groups - it was 

e3 just an addit ive realJ y ;  �hey added five places or five numbers to a given gro1Jp -� 
ana_ substitut ed the meaning that was five places r�moved. There was al so a number l 

of groups , 5 letter groups in these  23 mess%es , which ca.me from the 1)ri V8.te 

supplement of this code and em • •  they obviously stood ,. as always in rL@-runnine 

messa,3es , was for names of people ahd �am�s of liquors and em . . perhaps some 

;_; 
· 1  
:-'. 

� i · ,  

kind of abbreviat ed direct ion or order.  So I turned them over to the supervis in/; : 

Customs agent in New Orleans and he had-no idea at the time as to what they c ould 

refer.  But a few days later he had occasion to er . .  be sho.-m by the State 

Departr;ie·'.'1t er. , the m8nifest from the sbip I ' m  Alone on the numerous j ourneys 

' \  ', ' • , : that she had made from Bel i ze up to the Gulf of Mexico an<{ he almost j ll.rnped out 
l � .. L ,  --� ;- , , 
v' ,, , of  hi s chair like a. shot when he saw that the numbers that Ihad put in as rt.  

• i />/�� a.� 
act ·ct�l solut ion o f  a message • .  of a me·ssage from code plus thi s added 

l1/ cipher er. . that the numbers of bottles that were ordered fit exactly the 
7 . . . . .  . manifest of the I 1 m Alone . ! So em . .  this supervising Customs agent went to 
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BRUCE : 
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• • •  New York . •  went to the Hotel  McAlpine where the Weste:cn Union opeJ:.s,tor 
had been sending and receiving these :uessagas but the Western Union 01_, erR.tor 
said t hat he had never seen the man who ' d  rece ived the messages - they were 
always del ivered by teler)hone . SoMr . Shc..mart got a grand jury assembl 1::d and 
em • •  had thi s  telephone operator on the ',Ve st ern Union subpoenaed and he 
appeared before the Grand ._Tu:ry and he had to t ell - the name of the person who 
had . registered the se addresse s .  His name was said to be Jospeh H �  ForeJ1 ,  
and er • •  he was said t o  be l ivir1g at an apartment on the 5th Avenue . So armed 
with that TIPJ.ch knowl edge and nothing . else , because er . .  Mr .  Sha.Jrlhart ar..d the 
two men he t ook with him who were sheriff_s or somebody in the di strict 
at torney ' s office , had no ida who they were looking for - they - had no idea 
what mrm he was 1 what name he had , what he looked like or anything . So they 
waited in the er • .  reception room of this hot el unt il two men came in who 
looked as if they might be rum sr:mg�;·lers or bodyguards and then they t old 
them they were arrested . Vlhereupon the bodyguard sprang out some gi.ms and 
the Cust oms ·men were not armed but it ended amicably and em . .  the apartment 
ther,:, was searched and it er . .  definitely proved. the evidence they fotmd there 
whi ch was too numerous to go into . Proved that they were connected wj_th er • •  
with thi s 01Jeration . .  between well . .well the operations that were relat ed 
in the me ssages that I deciphered, and turned over :kn to the supervising 
Customs a.gent , in New Orleans . But em • •  you want me to go on with the story? 

Explain MOCANA • • .  
Well although I knww nothing about er • •  the er . .  em • .  internat ional 
negot iations that were going on ; you see , Canada had within 5 days after the 
sinking of the I ' m Alone in the Gulf of Mexico in March 1929 , Canada had sued 

the United Stat es for a quart er of a mill ion doll�rs to ·  pay for t�e ship • .  the 
loss of the ship and the cargo . And em, . er • •  the er . .  -
Well , it was xmdma obvious that , at least to me , that the 

r 
CARMELHA . ; it 

.......... 
just almost too obvious CARMELHA. was a - �� pronouncable nuraber of letters 

was 
made 

up from C . A. Melhalo Bro s .  Belize , Brit ish Honduras .  They were the p eo1)le who 

" ,- / sup1)1ied all the liquor, for the Gulf of :Mexico smuggl ers . Er. . so t hat see::ied 

-· , 
� qui tP obvious . - Then I started t o  think about the cable add.res s MOCANA and it 

f' \/C ·, � . .  ··/ 
seemed �  to me that it was obviously meant ult imat ely for Montr2al , Canada., 

v MOC.ANA. ��y le  ving out the TR.EAL of Montreal and the DA of Canada , it was 
j ,  

VE'! ry clearly Mo ca.-ria. , ;  so that was • •  got u s  all into the loc8.le and t he 
negot iat ions betv,een the Unit ed Stat es and Canada had been going ·on for some 
t ime because an int ernational tribunal had been appointed rie;ht after the 
I 'm Alone was su.n.1< . And Canada had issued thi s claim of damages for ¾m,. dollars 
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BRUCE : 
FRIEDMAN: 

So em . •  from then on it was a question of finding the rest of the people who 

were involved in the case . This was Dan Hogan whom the supervising Customs 

agen·I; had arrested in New York . 

Describe what the messages told you? 

Well  they talked almost exclusively about liquor • •  f T11e messages talked 

� almost exclusively ef liquor ;  some were longmessages , some were short ; 

among the short me soa.ges was one that said : "Radio operator no good'' and 

lat er another message that said : "Have no radio operator aboa?rd ; cannot 

send or received messages" . And that gave clues that people could run down 

�
� 'J.l� and tie .in with the I ' m  Alone and all that . Then we had to get the . .  

," r il �'vi �v .. 
,, c)� • we i.:: the study of the manife st and the kinds of liquor that were boarded 

l 't r,.,J../'-J ,  Vv e J:,. 
em • •  on the I 1 m J�lone in Belize we were able to determine meanings for , ,i 

vi < " 

:::.1- \ t  � . these em� . groups which you could make ·up yourself and put your own 

( '1 ?G_!!) meanings in and that ' s  call
;

d a supplement to a commercial code . And all 

commercial codes have them. 
1 

BRUCE:  

FRI BDMA.i� : 

38 

...... 
Customs people had no idea what I 1 m Alone was in fa.ct , just had feeling? 

Yes , exactly. The Customs :peocJl e had feelings , but they had absolutely 

nothine a.rid found nothing to corroborate that , in all of their searches , 

until after these messages . Then they began making more er • •  searche s ,  

and one of the interesting things in connect ion with that • . .  mm OU'P 01,, ?ILr,f 

28 
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Tell ·me about indictment of Hogan • • . •  

Well , the . .  ( Hogan was arrested under the as sumed name becaue at that time the 

Customs agent were ' nt quite sure who he was - they had had a feel ing all alone 

that the vessel was American owned but they had absolutely no way of 

proving it . Well  they had this mA.n and er • •  he was indicted and charged 

er . • and hi s bail was set at somethinz like 40 , 000 dollars which he 

produced rim without a murmur and went free for a Tfhile .7 Then as they -· 
found out more and more - they found , in searchin.g that apartment , for 

example , on Fifth Avenue , they found a. licBnce nwnber of a car which was 

a Lr.1uisiana licence number and they' d found a train schedule er . .  

which operated between a small town in Louisia.-r1aa; and New Jersey.  

Well the Customs men had a pretty good idea that one of the ways 

+,ney operat ed was loading tho usa.ri.ds a.."'ld thousands of cases in 

bails of chicken hay if you please and shipping them up to New 

Jersey,  before they were dispo sed of . 
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MRS . FRIEILAW : So sooner or later em • • .  Dan Hogan, and I ' ve fogotten what name he vms 

using at that t ime , was arrested in connection \-rl th another case rn.n 
New Orleans , a.nd at that t ime he cou.ld.n 1 t po st bail - there t d been another 

case where he had posted bail but that was in Norfolk . Then there was 

another case and he couldn' t po st bail and he went . to prison .  So then 

they dropped Dan Hogan for a while , the Customs agency people searching, 

and concenilrated on gett ing the other man , because they kept hearing 

whispers about a Jim Clark . They didn ' t know him either , they didn' t have· 

any descript ion of him except that he was called Big Jim - that gave so ine 

idea of what he was .  Well about the t ime . .  Hogan had served one sentence • .  

and er.  . was . . got out of prison er . . they had found Jim Clark and he had 

been thrown into pri son . Ghis was like a cat and mouse thing, for a -:::.-u,s,l-3 
t... 

of years - they 1 cl have Clark and Hogan would escape , they ' d :have Hogan and 

Clark would e scape . So it went on and on and on . It was just one of these 
-1 

· tussles . \ However they finally got Hogan on such a serious charge that he 
� � 

was in jail , in the lt,ederal Penitent iary at the time of the fin2.l hen.rin5 1 ; 

of the International Tribunal here in Washington in 1934 and 35.  
c:.1 

CUT BECAUSE OF CHIMING CLOCK 

.SH,O.T 13215 

BRUCE: International c ri si s  . • .  

FRIEDM1Jh Well , , when the I ' m  .Alone was first sunk there was a tremendous fu·r,ore all over 
: .... " .  \)' \ t-.. .v✓

- I the wo-rld. The British 
1 • \l - c'n 7

,,;·"-� Unit ed- States  Press ;7as 

Press was full of query and condemnat ion ; even the 

\f;
"--

-, . �. · ...., ' l.,..c-

t 

r�� 
hor:.'.'ified -1� 

-�
emember a very promiJ1ent editor�� 

in a Washington paper !l1ich had a headline in leti;ers two inche s high s  . j  
"Prohibit ion Gone Ma.d 1 1 !and so then this int ernational tribunal was app�nted 

_j 

which IraRxi:iont consisted of Supreme Cou.l't , Sir · Lionel . • . Duff who was the 

. Chief Justiceg in Canada and of Justice Van der Benner of the Uni t ed St ate s · 

Supreme Court . And they held hearings over the years and many we:ce the areunent � 

going on and on , yea:r aft er year , about what const ituted internat ional wat ers ; 

from time immemorial marit ime law has said three milesfrom shore but Ca..vinda had 

signed a treaty with the United States  because of Prohibition that a twelve 

mile. l imit should be set up , in the se case s .  But Canada sort of :cepud.ie.t ed that 

aft er the I ' m  Alone was sunk and there were claL�s made that the I ' m  Alone was 

not in int ernational waters . Fi5UL'ing from t�e three mile limit , but that she 

was within an hour' s sailing distance and you' re JBI&iti:ld ent i i;led to d o  

hot pursuit . •  I ' m  using a wrong t erm but I can' t think o f  the right one . •  hot 

pursuit which means that you can cha.se ·a  vessel that is within an hour ' s sail j ng 

distance from shore • .  
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Q�HOT lJ.2/5,, cont d . •  

• FE.I EI1.Ililf : 

C u  

BRUCE: 

FRIEDr.foN : 
in cu 

l . l/ 
il, "' 

Well thesP. questions went on concerning the two • .  the �partment of  Ext e1:1H1.l .  

Affairs in Canada , and the State  Dept . here for years and yea.:es . In t he 

meant ime all these things ha.cl been going on ; Hogan had been arrest ed lmder 

the name of C'rORDOH somewhere and he had done one of his prison sentences ,  

Clark had been arrested nnd was in ja.il for a "!hile until the Gov13rnment gave 
,,.,.. 
I him immunity that he would talk , and he did talk at great length ; {!11d so 

all the years went on , the evidence pi}!d up and they were still arguing about 
i 

hot 1mrsui t and int ernational waters . ']:;And finally the whole matt er came to • 
�: . r 

a wind-up in Dec . and January of 1 34 and • 3 5 .  r}At that time I t est ified -
I 

I made a affidavit before and I testified befor
e 

the Just ices - it was real ly 

a kind of an interest ing epi sode in my life because I walked up and down in 

� front of the table . .  tabl e ,  bench or  whatever that the two Justices wer,:, 

sitting behind and
_
spread. out my messages�d 1 showed them exactly every step 

that I went through. And they were just as itched . ?  as two ten-year old 

boys - I think it was their first meet ing with code s and ciphers . And then 
-:r,,' 

it was decided � the case was final ly decid§d by the Justices , that the ship 

was .AJnerica.11 ovrljd and not Canadiari owne;land they awarded Canada 25 , 000 
-·"'.J 

dollaxs for sinking the Briti sh flag and another 25 , 000 dollars to reimburse 

the crew mOIUC members of the I 1 m Alone for their personi?..l belongings , which 

had been sunk when the ship went down .  

Give me the statement about codebreaking. 

L_Tl��yalue of  codeb:.::_���inot be over-estimated it se ems to me , because 

while we knew we were mi ssing thousands and thousands and thousands and 

thousands of chru1ce s to � cat ch somebody er • .  when we did make a cat ch 

it was a really big one and er • .  quit e important : it might have been as munh 

as 60 , 000 cases in one cat ch . And that was usually er . .  happened because we 
--. 

had read the mes uages beforehand /and knew that what ever names the ships might 

be called by er . .  the study and the knowledge of the ships that were coming 

out of New York , Nev1 Jersey , New Orleans port s ,  the West Coast port s , and 

in I ' 
1 
'� 

t! 

when Prohibition was repealed there were , oh I can ' t even name the number ,  but f 
� 

there were thousands upon thousands upon thousands of cases that never came 

trial , because there was 0,ust too great a mass  of them and they wer,cc good 

cases , they would have be en won ,  because the evidence was irrefutab le .  
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Same 8..Q'ain : IH LONG SHOT ,.__, - ............... ,..,.._ 

FRIEDMAN : Well  I would say the value of codehrea...lcing in Prohibition was er • .  very great 

:lndeed - I a.on ' t think that it had anything to do with the repeal of the 

Prohib ition Amendment . I think that was just a pressure from every side , . 

because finally the United States  Goverment realised jjq;x:t that it ' s  the kind of 

thine you ca,.�• t enforee ; and so I don 1 t thi1�c the codebreaking, had anything to 

do with the repeal but it certainly was em . .  very , very important in cat ching 

some of  the leading operators who became big-t ime crime em . . syndicate heais 

Emix afterwards . A few of them were out of  busines s ,  not all of them, by any 

means but I think the • •  well I really can' t  even comprehend what might have been 

the situation had there been no solution of code and cipher during those 

years . 

Flf3Dt.1AN : Well I feel sure myself that er • . a far great er percentage of the operator� 

in the field were caught than went loose . Thousands and thousands of them 

were caught - . . . .  RUN OUT OF FILM. 

!,A?E RO�: C1lM. JlQ.½.�-� 
_§_HOT 132/.q, 

BRUCE: Succinct st atement about the value of codebreaking . . .  

FRIEDNAM: Well er • •  I don I t suppo se anybody ever sat dovm and figured it out in dollars 

and cent s but I lmow that in one case a ship triedto  escape er . .  the coastguard 

by going up the Hudson River to New York but she was stopped at Albany and em • .  

her cargo was worth a. million dollars on that one ship . And I never sat down 

and tallied the amounts of li quor that were said to  • •  were shown to be in these 

deal s - em . .  that we le,?,rned about through cipher and code messages , but em . .  

I dare sa:y that if amounted to anywhere from 50 , 000 dollars a month to several 

million dollars a year . Tha.t meant not only the codebreaking of course.; the 

codebreak:ing was only a part of the whole operation, of cat ching and running down 

·the rum-runners . 

• · , Well (r think there 1 �,no lioubt about the code breaking leading to thousands of  

(.:.Je - �\ peopl; being caught f.nd er • .  if they were caught and jumped bail er . .  it was a _..,  
very rich return to the United States Treasury . .  for examJ}le the two Raeffel 

brothers who omi.ed the Conexco Cor1Joration in Vancouver and all their big ships , 

were causht right after the repeal of the Prohibit ion Amendment , were found 

in Seattle , Washington overthere on some business or other - and they ,1ere 

arrested and the United States  asked for a quart er of a million dollars bail 

and got it . And they went back to Canada. and Yever returne d for any t rial .  
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IN TO GU SHOT 

B i:UCE : Tell me about the mes sages you discov-2red? 

FRIEJX.iAH : In the 1928 , • .  1 929 trip that I Ill8.de to  Houston , Texas to  solve messages :i.n 

connect ion with five or s ix case s going on there , I came across these 23 

..;.;_,,r 

messages and em. ·L!:_ kne-.1 at once that they could have nothing to do with 

the cases in Texas , first be cause they had cable addresse s instead of radio 

calls.,  Secondly reading the . .  solving the cipher , a± a simple cipher 

addit ive to Bent leys code groups I could read the great body of the text in 

the messages and it was very, very clearly dealing with shipment s of liquor , 
_ef"'"" 

out from Beli ze and in to the Lousiana. co·ast so that the er e[�he mes sages 

were really the basis , they were the solid rock on which the whole 

development of the I ' m  Alone case thereaft er had to go along that line , 

because that was indisput able and if we had.n&t found these code messages , �e 

might not have re solved the I ' m  Alone case . / 1 1 
· r-1 



BRUCE : 

PO'.'iKRLL : 

fl 

TI-IE CODE�BREAl{ftJ.1S ------� 

What kind of problem did Prohbit ion create for the coastguards? 

Certainly the most immediate and pressing problem was due to  the fa.ct that e!' . .  

the rum-runnihg had taken on such broad aspect s for the time that the 

coastguard were assigned to  the task • .  the primary task of prevent ing er .. .  

the trade afloat . Er . .  that looms above all others immediat ely. There was 

much discus sion as to what agency of theGovernment would carry out this 

responsibility ; I believe that it is true that it was assi�1ed to the Navy 

or at least ex-pected t o  be as signed �o the Navy and I believe the Navy 

manoeuvred out of it in some · respects  or . other and so little sister ,  Coastg-c:.£a:'.'-::'c 

ilmxmc took over the job .  Now the Coast{,ruard did not have the yessels , they 

did not have the personnel ; er .. .  they did not have the basi s establi shed 

- we had th8 surf stat ion a71.d the life -savi,.v1g stations and we had a few large 
J 

cut ters . We had nothing like the neces sary equipment , for combat ting this  

trade . Th�t 1 s the bie problem .  Now, o f  cou:rse , we ran into probl ems all ttEc 

way along. The rum-runners very soon adopted the practice of 

and that gave us some addit ional problems . We had to have an 

coded me ssage s 
• -L , 7 4 :i.n v eJ.J.J..gence 

service to break these messages down . We em • .  had to have facilit ies of othcc ::­

sort s .  We had to have the small bases ; the district headquart e1:s just were 

too large and too infre,1uent a.long the coast . And ,ve had to have bases ,  

placed along the coast from which the fleet could operate .  And e r  . .  we had 

trouble with our mm personnel . . . .  
We had to have these bases and er . .  we had contract for large numbers of 

vessels from various contractors and er • .  the trade was ent irely new for us 

even though we I d been enforcing customs throughout the life of the coastsu�.::.  

This was something new and these people did have their business well 

established , thoroughly established, and they had been right free , you know, :o 

carry on this trade and they had acquired a lot o:f affluence s.nd with mor8 

affJ.uence they co:.1.ld mB.ke it more difficult for us . I think tha:l; answers ye:::= 

question, perhap s .  
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B , ffJCE : 

POWELL : 
What kind of men we1:e the rum-:runn ers? 

The rum-runners , I exr..,-1ect , ran0ed over the ful l cat egory of ind.i vi duals .  

We had some hieh-clas s peo::cil e 1 I thir..k , who were running rum. I tr.ink 

Ca,pt ain Ra.vidal1 was of that cal ir)re . He was an adventurer and he had er • •  

:involved himself in some questionable deal s ,  there ' s  no doubt about that , 

but I think he had the inst inct s · of a gentleman . He was a mo st int ere sting 

mari to talk to - he t d had so mmw experiences over the world ,  had Polar 

e:Kpeditions and so forth and he was most intere sting to talk to . Now we 

had some burly bums al so who were . of that clas s ,  you lmow ; these shipll1asters , 

they wanted good. seamen but they couldn 1.t_ always get them ahd in emerg,mcy 

they woul d. take on what they . would.  . coP.ld get . But they ran the whole gamut 

I thi11.k . Gooo })eople and people who were not good. people .  They were wha.t 

we would call high-class people , such as Captain Rendall ,  and some of them 

were very , very low-clas s .  Mo st of them in rosit ions of importance on the s e  

vessels were rieht shrewd now , I ' ll t ell  you that . 

CAM. �LI�40 . TAPE ltQL,Lx3,__,3_(L 
SHOI' l ".\ -:,,/2 - v • � �.-� 

BRUCE! : 

POV/ELL : 

Describe the activities of the nun-runners . 

The rum-1.'Ul:me:r.s • .  the rum-running ves sels were XllJC a varied lot . \  The vast � ..... 
maj ority of them i1i think were auxiliary sail ing ve s sel s ;  though r1e· had some 

st eamers , we had some without nec:hanli:li:aJ power , but mo st of them were 

auxilia.ries . Some of them were ship-shape ve ssel s , maintainecl in ?.n 

excellent condition ,  many of them were quit e bedraggl ed and er . .  disreputable 

lookine and even dirty. insic�j And they put out , I think , the large st number 

of the s e  vessel s ,  perh?:;p s ,  from Lunenberg , Nova. Scotil. Beli ze , Honduras 

might have be en seconcl; j  Yarmouth had a good many of them ;  Digby t own ,  St .Pierre 
-' 

• .  had some and ma..."1y other port s  . •  the port s • •  Canadicn port s up about the Bey 

of Fundy . • . .  were heavily involved in thi s , e..nd I think the vast maj ority of . r�-
them came from that �i:ri vi cinity . Er . .  j it was typical of  the rum-::.�m.nei·s  

that they didn I t seem to have any definit e obj ect ive in view as t o  the 

movement s of their vessels ; though we understood perfe ctly that they did have 

q dAfinit� ob j ect ive but the movement s  of th�ir ves sel s did not indicate  it . 

They would sail off in many direct :i.ons ; when arir, :coached , they woul d somet ime s .  

drop anchor and pull up anchor without any a.pp�:rent reason . V!e :; ould 

f��quently det ect some radio messages , incoming and outgoing , befo�e they 

carl:ied. out one 

or something of 

i<,sition q_ui te  

of_ these mano euvre s of  heavirie; 

thi s kind. -·! And er • .  they er . .  
_J 

well off the coast . . . .  

up anchor or chHngi.ne co1_1.:r:·se 

v,ould fre quently come in to a 
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@9t_.J...3Ji2 contd .  

POVfiiJLL : .. . .  a s  fcJX as the clanger of being ap; ,rehended was concerned ; probabl y 1 5  o:r: 16 

. miles most of the time , even a little further · maybe for some of the better 

ve,rnel s .  And there they woulcl. ha1ie arom1d as we found from approaching at 

various t ime s ;  they would hang a.round a,:nd shore ve ssel s  would come out to pick 

up cargo ; in fact we got ma11y photographs of something of that kind go ing on . 

. And er • .  other ve ssel s , where they had a more sophisti cated set -up I think , would 

tell tl1e ves sel s to come out at certaih time s to c ertainpposit ions and if they 

clidn 1 t make cont act at the time and the place specifie d ,  they would return to 

shore ftnd get fre sh orders , new orders . .  That was the pract i ce of them ; i �  was 

typi cal of these ve ssel s that they woul d no�i; set a course and hold to it for a 

long time . Now there were some exceptions : now the I ' m  Alone was ·a de cided 

exception . But sc· many of  them were not of the ca.libre of the I • m  Alohe . It 

was much small er and the discipline was noi; so t :i!ght on most of them as it was H 

in fact , j_t was very slack on many of them. The mast er of the I ' m  Alone did 

maintain excellent di scipHne ; he was undoubtedly a skilful nav:i5at o.r ; that could. 

be deteriained. from the sl ight chi.:in e;es that he made in hi s course and cert ain 

other indi cations ; he was an excellent navigator , there ' s no doubt about that . 

And however ,  some of them were very slack in their navigat ion ; I think they just 

meandered along in the ocean unt i l  they came to something they couilid ident�.fy 

and put in . But not so the I ' m  Alone . 

BRUCE : De scribe what the I I m  Alone looked like & wha,t she was doing? 

POWELL :. Ghe I ' m Alone was a 2-masted auxil iary schooner , having very g;raceful l ines , a ve:ry 

C . 1 lti, > � ' \ 
• / 1 , ?' � trim appearance ; scrupulously clean and. as I think I said before a high degree 

( 1 .,
� ' of di scipline maintained on the ship ; we u�ed t o  call it among ourselve s the 

J), .; ,', \ , ·,'!;., "Battleship Discipline 11 • The I ' m  Alone lines],: as I say ,  were very , very graceful , 
�·�·� 

BRUCE : 

POWELL , 
i (' iJ' 

1 l C fl,/ \_ .:, :' • • . 

I think with j'��t e, few changes she could have been made ·into a be&utiful 

sailing yacht . ; And er • .  she was a vessel of conside::cnble si ze , I t hink about 

120 feet long with a beam of perhap s 18 - 20 feet ; she undoub":; edly had 

considerable cargo space ; er . .  I would thin.k that her e,To ss tonnace would be 

somewhere in the neighbourhood of 2 50 ton s .  

De s cribe ruses that rum-running ve ssel s got up to to coruuse you? 
f> ..... --c-. 

They ru,ort ed· t o  ma.rty ruses . I think . the most common . . . . .  )The rum-runners 

re sort ed to many ruses . I thirJ< the mo st common , however , ;a,s t o  er . .  l eave 
f _i, (;: ./) ,- t,tL·s:.· - • no l ie;�t showing except the st ern light and then to suddenly �b scure that light 

in some manner or other - perhaps they would turn a swit ch or pe:;.:·hµp s they ' d put �. 
a h cloak over it or somethine ; and suddenly there was no light :J lmd that ce.n be 

confusing not when the weather ' s  fine . and everything go ing a.long good , but when 
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. . .  the sea is  rough and when the watch is  changing ; at such times as that :Lt 

can put one out . On one occasion the P m  Alone not only dit ched - that I s a ter:-: 

that we used - dit ched her st ern l:l.eht but simultaneously she put overboard 

a li ghted buoy . Vie had light . .  you know , when the light on the st ern went clown , 

the sea would obscure that . We frequently lost sight momentarily of that 

ve ssel . .  on that occa::.don I w,_:; s  trailing her on thi s occasion and she er . .  

evidently did put this buoy overboaxd and I was on the bridge myself - there 

was a change of wat ch just aft er midnit:;ht I believe . And I suddenly fom1d 

our vessel pil ing up fast on this lieht and it occurred to me , of course , vei"Y 

soon that it was a buoy - an improvised bi.,qy put overboard. 

GJ1UCE: �scribe ship-to-shore radio & how rumrunners ope:cated it? 

_ POV/ELL : ! The ship-to• -::;hore radios er o . carried out a ver� ne cessary function for the 

<\_ , _
,,>"�

)
- �rum:r:unners . Whenver the wee,ther , or whenever the coastguards interfered with 

Iv '> 

-. '
v'v
,·
rt 

__ 
�---
i:-�, them they could very eac:; ily re-establish their schedule for operat ions and I 

_ · - think it was essential for them . Very fe,--i- of them of any importance att empted 
. \,., '�•\; I • "'· t. ,  � �, • i. i t 'i ,, \ ,•,/ ., 

\[OJr 

4iRUCE : 

�OWELL : 

to operat e without radio . j They had some very good op • .  radio operators and 

all • •  most of • •  all o.fthis radio communication was in code . They used 

various t;ypes of codes ; but I think the simple stibst itut ion was probably the 

most common and next woul d come , would be the simple transposition ancl we 

had some dry gfaphic sub st itutions which we did have some instances of double 

tre.nsposit fon ciphers which are the mo st difficult of all to 1:reak down . Mrs . 

Friedr:tan a_i.d wonderful work in thi s respect , breaking down these code s .  

C an  you t ell  m e  how Mrs . F .  was brought in? 

I cannot tell y�u the details of that . I know that the .Army ,  of whi ch Col . 

Friedman was a member of the militciry service , the Army , er . .  the Army was very 

co-operat ive with the Coastguard and at one time they er • .  there were va.rious 

t imes • •  they loaned the services of  Col F .  to er . . .  the coastguard. I believe 

Mrs . F .  be came immensely interested in this work . .  this crypto6rarJhic work • .  

and my understanding that ther e . .  /she L-
in the country at one t ime� about the 

my impression � I can 1 t vouch for it . 

/ 

was 

time 

probably the leading cryp��a.lyst 
' ]  

of the I I m Alone incidenj That was 
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BURCE : How di d }1Trs . F 1 s codebreaking act ivit ies help the Coastguard? 

POWELL :  Mrs . Friedman I s code breaking activities were mo st helpful t o  the Coastguard, I • 

think in two di stinct respect s .  First tmi!JX the help they gave the Coastguard 

in t racking do"'n and apprehending the rtunrunners er • •  to go over tba.t in just a. few 

words doe tm I t do justice to the inunesne j ob that that present ed the Coastguard 

finding. these messages in code and while we developed our int ellee;ience service 

it wasn ' t highly developed at the t ime and the Army had probably been , I think , 

pre-eminent in code breaking in the Government and Mr . .  Col .  Friedman being in the 

Army, 11rs .  Friedman taking to thi s , just lik;e· a duck to water , I think , was mos t. 

helpful to the Coastguard. Now the second manner in which thi s hel ped us so much 

• was in buJ.vm.rld; :.g our cases aft er one of these �XIDi'.XXXKXX;�nNH¢ 

:bet« ves sel s ,  crews was. brought into court . Er • •  where this came in was in 

buj_ lding up a case hi story and they could only do that throue)J. code-breaking . 

You could not do it otherwise in most instances ,  e.nd M:rs . Friedman did mo st of 

thi s work for us in that re spect at the hieh l evel . 

SHOT 13JL4 
BRucg : How did codebreaking help the coastguards? 

• POW��K; . J CodebreakinB helped the Coastguard ��3Q: principally in two broad categorie s  .. 

c,Y ,
1
' 1 \�he first ana[;ost :important , I reckon , to us was the help they gave us in runnir,g 

\ j, /5\ .ffi  1,--
\j O:{,l}j-.� down these vessel s , finding them and knowing what they were talking about ; what 

C1 \t..'.•'" they planned to  do and where they plc1.nned to go ; when they planned to make contact 

And all of those  things . That ' s  the first , I think , and most important probably • ....; 

C, to the Coastguard . But when a crew was apflre.hended and brought into the United 

States court it always made us feel so much better to have a case history of 

what these vesse l s  had done , how they had eluded us many times and gotten many 

loads in which we knew nothing a.bout at the timebbut we lee,rnt a bit later throu.gh 

code breaking e..nd throuch positions and so forth s ent by code . Tho s e  were the two 

broad cat egories in which the breaking down of the codes helped the Coastguard. 
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BRUCE : Describe 2nd incident when you were involved in tracking the I 1 rr, Alone? 

PO'vVELL i The second o ccasion of tracking the I 1 m Alone , that i s , by the Dexter ,  the ve ssel 

that I commanded ,  was unexpected in it s inception and we were lying in the 

base at Pascc1...gouma ,  Missfosipi ; on March 20th 1 929  we had vessel s at sea ; we al so 

had vessel s in st and-by status ; the Des:ter was neigher at sea nor on stand-by ; 

but vre were ordered out la.te in the afternoon and we s ailed about 5 . 30 .  I was 

informed that the Wolcot t  had picked the I ' m  Alone w± up within territorial waters 

and ha.d mainte.ined contact witb the I ' m  Alone continuously since that t ime . I 

looked into these matters before r· left the bawe . And er . .  I steamed out and we 

had a little engine trouble which delayed us - E?ome but er . .  we er . .  corrected that 

trouble and after 8 or 10 hours we were a.ble to proceed. on full speed in a 

_ south-south-v:est erl.y direction . I had the po sition v1hich the Wolcott had last sent 

in and I la.id out this course in a south-south-we �te:dy direct ion and we steamed . ex 
on that Wednesday night and all da.y Thursday frequently/changing po sitions with 

the Wolcott . And we continued steaming on �ubstant ially the same co,.,1.rse Thursday 

ni5ht until about 8 a .m.  Friday the 22nd . About that time we had exchanged , the 

Wolcot t and the Dext er ha.d exchans,ed the raorning latitude sites  and aft er plotting 

the posit ion which the Wolcott had given to me and I already had mine plotted 

of cou:rse - it looked as though we ought to be in s ight of each other a.l1d I made 

some comment to that ext ent , • •  in tbat direction.  And our radio man who ha.d brou6:h 

the messe.ge up from the Wolcott was out on the starboard wing and he said : 1 1I see 

something to  starboard , on the starboard beam now" and that turned out to be the 

Wolcott Md the I 1 m Alone . I �1=i:axx approachecl the two vessel s and I conferred 

8 w:.th the Wolcott briefly just to  reassure myself that everything was in order. 

And after conferring with the skipper of the Wolcott I proceeded up rather close 

alongside the I ' m  Alone , probably 20 , 30 yards off . The sea was soer·,,vhat rough 

and er • .  I er . .  i_!, ordered the master of the I ' m  Alone to  stop his vessel , 

indicating that I wished t o  board his vessel. And he · indicated that he would not 

do so . These messages continued on for some little  time , somet imes by si5I1al , 

maybe semaphor ,  maybe international , maybe just by megaphone . Butji t became cl e&..r· 

that er . •  t�e captain had no intention of stopping hi s vessel and I"rired a bl&"lk 

orsa.lut ing shot at· the bow, · I bel ieve I fired several of those shot s .  And no 

change of at t itude app.E:rently on the part of the skipper of the I ' m  Alone . 
4) 

\ ,0 'v. • l t_, • 
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I dire cted some shot s into the .  rige;ing and on the main deck and after a while I 

er • .  stationed several re sponsible men on the wing of the bridge with .rifl es 

rl1m:t that were Springfields 1930 I belive they were , and tbey 1 re not very fast 

firine contrary to what er . .  the Garitain Rendall said in his book • .  wrot e in hi s 

book . They were not fast firine at all . And we proceeded , I think , to apply 

a progre ssive force - we want ed him to stop his vessel , we didn ' t  want to shmot 

· 
6)
/ '

.

. it out froro under hij. Bu:t under t he circumstances there was nothing else to do . 

1 Forced boarding was wholly impractical because of the state of the sea ,  and 

Captain Randall could see that in hi s or:i einal statement on this matt er.  So 

we just he,d to  use the force that we had whi ch was gun-fire and I shot . •  

directed my sheills in through the hull , above the wat er-lj.ne . It was a lone time 

before in brought myself to firing below the wl1te:!:.' line . But eventually I had to 

do that . The last shell that was fired tore a lar�e hole  in her side ,  and she 

settled quickly then and went down . 7 
_._ ... � 

t 1 1• h .. :vou chased- the_ I 1 rrL AlonP- anc1 wl1���md1_, __ _; ____ :i........:.-BRUCE : • Can you e me .ow �D��µxn . ��= .. x 

POWELL: I put out from Pascagoula on the 20th March 1929 and pro ceeded in a general 

sout -westerl;y direction • •  south-so:µth-west erly it was , �nd reached the I ' m  Alone a:nd 

the Wolcott about 8 a . m .  on the 22nd and aft er doing everything reasonabl e to 

induce the skipper to heave to , to allow us to  board him ,  I applied progressive 

force beginning with salut ing xlsmrl shell s and proceeding on to solid shell s into 

the rigging of the deck and above the waterline . And cont inued on till we pumped 

solid shell s  into the hull below the waterline . Which doesn ' t  take long to send 

her dovm . The crew jumped overboard . . . . RUN OUT OF FIIJ,i . 

ROLL L12  

SHOT 133/5 

:BRUCE: Tell me about chase of I 1 m  Alone & what happen i:-:d? 

POWELL: I was informed that the Wolcott had picked. up the I 1 m Alone • .  this was common 

knowl edge around the base . .  had pi cked up the I ' m Alone off of Trinity Shoals 

quit e  close in , within t erritorial waters and that afternoon , rather late , 

I ' was given some preliminary informstion to the effect that I wouid be sent out 

sea. And about 5 . )0 I did sail on this mi ssion to intercept the Wolcott and the 

I ' m  Alone . The I ' m  Alone . .  the Wolcott had been unable to apply sufficient force 

to the I I m Alone to induce the ni&ster to l:ltop his ves sel or boa.rd him because 

to I 

his gun j ammed. But he did maintain contact a.Yld trailed the vessel along . .  oh , 

several hundJ'.'ed miles , I believe anu I sailed. Thursday night in this south-south-

west erly course . •  Wednesday night , I sail ed again · all day Thursday 2-nd T'nursday 

nieht until about 8 a .m .  Friday morniJ1e . At which time the Wolcott and the 

I 
! 
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SHOT 133/5 . cont d.  

POWELL : 

C L) 

� ;  
li ·\ "I 

� �i 
,§.J>\ 

. . . . Dex�er exchanged their morning po sit ions sites , north star s it es .  And er� . 

they were very clo se t ogether and I just remarked there when I plot ted them 

both on the chart that we ought to be abl e  t o  se e the vessels at that time ._ 

And my radio man picked them up immediately ther,,... . I think it was sort of 

simultaneous . And I approach ed the vessel s and conferred briefly with the 

skipper of the Wolcott ;  he assur.�cl me that the I ' m Alone was pi cked up within 

t erritorial waters ; that he had maintci,ined constant contact with her , - therefore 

pursuing the doctrine of hot pursuit which was very essent ial in this matter . 

I f  you don ' t  have 11hot pursuit " you haven ' t got any case in thi s  at all .  He 

assured me of those things and then I went along clo se . •  rather clo se alongside 

the I ' m  Alone , 20 to 30 yards off , I expe ct ;  having her on my port beam . ;  I 

called upon the master t o  heqve to for boardinc and he indicated that he wou.ld 

not submit to boarding. I . . we used some signal s - I don ' t recall how ma_ny ; 

I think we used international si&rnal s and semaphor in a,ddition to megaphone . 

and !he repeat edly indi cated that he would not submit to  boardihg and in fact 

at times he said 1 1You can s ink me if youwant to but you can ' t  board me " .  

We had no course to  follow other than to apply such force as we had and we did 

and in view of the condit ion of the sea we could not carry out e, forced boarding , 

So we directed gunfire at the I t m Alone , sending acro ss her bow salut ing charges 

which are the equivalent to  blanks ; and lE'.ter sending some saluted charges into 

the rigging and maybe on deck and then following that with sol id shot s and. 

coming on dovm we put some soli d shot s _ ihto the hull above the wat erline ; and 

follow;i.ng that we put solid sho t s  into the hull below the waterline . The la.st 

shell - I think about 50 or 60 were fired - tore a large hole in the side _of 

the ve ssel and she settled quickly r the crew all jumped overboard including 
,.;N 

the ci=;.pt a.nin - they jumped overboard - they 1 ,d thrown a few boards or somethine; 

over - I don ' t think they had any life pre servets �� - I didn' t 

see one - we pas sed heaving lines out t o  them - one of our heavine; lines carried 

esp§cially far and 01_: t of them, all tho s e  that ca.me aboard the Dext er grabbed 

onto that one line although we had four or five others out there . 

BRUCE : Describe vc'.lue of co debreaking ih fighting Prohibition? 
r-

PO\T.ill...L LCodebreaking 
_
was es sent ial in anj.thing like sat isfactory operat ions against the 

f'v1 ,5: •\ rumrunners , Without it we could not have carried on operat ions at all 
' . \ \y!� \'( 

- �"'�ati sfo.cto�ly . We used code . �o s11.ch a broad ext ent to show the po si t ions t o  

": � � "\ e futu:r contact s ;  when I fail ed to make a contact wwhich had been schedul ed , 

/ , ;\j\ '0 • to  make arrc1..ngement s for a later oc."itact , without lo sing so much tim:J I think 
I . I t: "  , \ 
1 --

\:\ 
f,<\

\.J
" Captain Randall point s out in hi s book that er . .  without some an.'&"1gerrmnt s that 

they had there - inone case he would h_ ave had to  proceed back to -n11 ·  .u1: 1 ze . • .  
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POWFJLL i • . • . in orcler to get new orders ; but he dio.n t t have to do that ; ancl the case 

history of the I ' m  Alone er . .  which was largely derived from codebrec:Lking a.v1d from 

report s of the ves sel s which trailed the I 1 m Alone ; very • •  • over a eons iclerable 

periocl of time . �..ff..X They enabled us to  set up a c;:, se hi story ; I think we 

thDivoughly convinced the £� Canadian Government that sbe had been parading in 

this fashion for a good long t ime and made a great deal of money out of it . They 

2lCs: asked ,  I bel ieve , for about 400 , 000 dollars damage s .  I don ' t  think they pre sse<  

that cla.im ; they settled for 2 5 , 000 . 

SHO'l' 133}§. 

BRUCE : Describe the I ' m Alone . 
,(-

�;ct,1�V11e I ' m  Alone was a very trim craft and unusually trim craft engaged in rumrunning, 

;l.
(
•:� · ,  She had graceful l ines ; she was maintained ir; ft gllc high degree and state  of 

< J 

\ .. ,,,(. • cleanline s s ; she had good discipline on board ; her skipper knew where he was 
\, � .. �. � 

Cl '" \ :;. \t ,..
, almost any time of the day or night and lmew how to get to where he want ed to  go . 

\ (l .\ 
;� 

�
,v �:,A,

:::· --And the l 1 tn Alone was undoubtedly the most: notot1��,;,.1-�er on t he Atlantic 

,
' ,•i'/�;

' 
\ 

Coast during her tour of duty , so  to  speak_j �=-�=�--�
vaded many of our cutt ers , 

1, • !, �/ ;} many
. 
times ; she was iown as a ves sel that would give · a trailing vessel 

-� � considerable troubl e ;  !the er . .  I ' m  Alone operat ed up off of Boston for a whil e , 
_j 

and then I think she was in the New York area; eventaully she c ame do;m to the 

Gulf. And that is whe:te I knew her - I didn ' t know her in the Bo ston area ; I 

had an experience the first time that I trail ed her in 1928 ; I picked her up in 

the late afternoon or evenir.g perhe.r s and at the change of the we.t ch , just aft er 

midnight · er. . I was on the bridge at the time ; I foi.:u1d myself pil ing up on wh:'l.t I 

thought was the stern light of the I ' m Alone . It turned out to  be a buoy , an­

improvi secl bi.1oy which � apt . RB,ndal l had put overboard with a l ie;ht on it and 

he had simultaneously di� ched hi s stern l i0ht , · I put the ves s el into a circular 

movement and ph1,yed my searchlieht around fu"ld I don ' t  think she escaped us more 

than 5 or 6 minut es  but perhaps not that l ong ,  and we picked herup again ancl 

cont inued tr�.;.iling her on down . I:xxx:bi:d:kl!! I ' ve had the st ern lights di t chedon 

me many time s by other ves :Jels and on some mrnxi:x occasions I ' ve had something 

ressembling a buoy but now this was a trim buoy - I picked this m:m had several 

of them on there a..YJ.d he had one to  th:r:0w over when he wanted.  
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BRUCE : Desc :dbe value of codebre �1kine to coastgu.ards . 

POWELL :G.,- Codebre, ,kine w�s_ ,v�r_y , very _ impo rt ant t o  the coastguards in two groa.d cat e501:ie s .  
. . J,,-[ /{tj t-':>•J 

The first and mo st iin.J2Qrt ant to the coastguard personnel was in mr<l:ird:: enabling 
f's r. -- · ·· ·· "·-·-·· . -·------------
\ \_.V- the co astguard ve s sel s t o  lo cat e the s e  rumrmmers , t o  find them when t hey came int o 

, t, rl/,J 
'i ,_ 

,-, ,:-
these landing po s i t ions for either at shore , or somewhere at sea out ther<'! ; and 

:, / t \ "" , :\ the other cat egory was in 
f ;  ¼ l. , ... � ·-, \ 

\ ,\ ,, (r'/V' \ .. Jbe en apprehended and came 

buil dine up t he case histori es of the ves se l s  whi ch ha.ti 

t o  court , And wee; needed that yery very much, to impre s s  
\)< �-- -- the court with the long-standing operat ion of these  ve s �1 el s  in this trade . i  That 

is it . .  

.J 

j 
j 

--✓ 
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SHOL1J.5fl 

BHUCE : 

BROWN : 

BRUCE : 

fllRONN : 

W'nat kind of probl ems Prohibit ion caused for the Customs offi c ial s? 
--

Wel l  �1e o f  the main probl ems tha t Prohlibit ion ca.used for Cus t orn.s ofJ'fo i 2.l s 

was a great incrd.ase in work ; whereas previously the �lDl'.t:lm:k impo.i'ta.t ion 

of liq_uor had not been ill e5al and. a large qua..-.(i_ility of it was used in the 

United Stat e s , it becrune ill ezal and er . .  I don ' t  know whether the quant ities 

decreased but the number of s,nuggl ers greatly increase� Not only throush 

the ports bu:t er . .  acro s s  the St . ·  Lawrence part icul exlyand then witl: the 

ri se of the .JiGv�? • . . .  vessel s ,  all along the sea coast . 

De scribe dode;c3 s the rumru.nners got up to? r These hovex-ing ve s se l s  would come in loaded 1vith all sort s of l i quor and wo 1..:.l c 

be met either c A.sually or more frequently according to p:.ce -arra.ngement , by 

speedboat s whi ch would buy the l i quor and then endeavo 1.ir t o  get it ashor� . / 
- I 

'Ihe Cust oms function , of course , was t o  t ry and stop them , ax1d they , of --..; 

course , used their ingenuity to prevent being st opped in any way po s ,lible . 

. [ The srieed of the speedboA.t s was one thing that was very import ant be cause 

✓rD 

they ' d e_�t the ga.st est boa t s  they could and it took a st il l faster  boat t o  

get them. I I n  some sub sequent narcot ic cases that I remember the C o ast,suarg 
..:J f"q 

was s imply out run by the smuggl ers ' boat s .  ANd then \ on certr..in other occ ;,-1sion,  
� � 

.! they would de s_pat ch decoy ve ssels - that i s , ve ssel s that look l ike , in fact 
';.;, 

t' ),;-:· \; we�e the same type of ve ssel they used t o  be loaded with liquor but which 

\ ·. : _ .":'�-'\ /---�
"'

'\actugJ.ly had nothing aboard in an endeavour t o  cause the enforcement officers 
;_ 

' ( :) /lto chase them while the speedboat loaded wi th l i quor & got asho re scot fre e . 
. \,....,__.....-' 

-3RU CE : Des cribe probl em of the three mile limit ? , . .,.._.. '· BROWN : 1 The t raditional l imit of juri sdict ion fo r us was 3 m.i_l e s  which originat e d ,  

C. _ u  I believe , in the di stance that a cannon pe :!.'11aps ,  of mediaeval de s ign , 

could throw a cannonball from shoPe . ·  This didn�t talce very l ons for a 
b-.w u..1\,,.,U...it:. 

sp�edboat to traverse and unle s s  an .�nf¥;i:s·J¥tc.t€ ! officer was rit::'h t there at 

the moment the speedboat l a..'1.de d ,  i t  could u.nload and be gone b e :.'ore  be eo t  
... ...,, 

tr..ere . • In an at t empt· to do something ab out this the Unit ed Stat e s net,:0 t ia.ted -
in 1924 a treaty with Gre:_;.t Brit ain s ince m2...nv o f  the ru.,-u. xaniE< ve s �3 :: l s  " _, 
were based on Gree t Brit aitl , were Bri t i sh possessions . ; Canada , Be l i ze ,  

..,,.... 
Honduras , em . .  Nova Scotia. ,  whi ch of course is part of Canada ; any::-i.o,r 

ve ssel s under Brit ish jurisdict ion were one of our main conce ,:n s . 
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BROW}f : 

BROWN: 

And this treaty extended the enforcement limit to a distance whi ch I t.hink was 

never precisely defined although it later was qual i fied perhaps as a 1 2  mil e 

limit , but which was original ly stated as one hour ' s sailL'1g distance from shore � 

This , naturaJly , gave the enforcement officers a little more time to  work . And 

part icule.rly if they had advance inforrne,t ion through rR.dio int ercept s or something 

like that , they had more t ime to get there and to be in time to intercept the 

smug1�1ed goods . (BAD SOUND) 

The traditional and original limit of off-shore jurisdict ion was 3 mil e s , origina.t ­

fr1g, I believe , from the distance a cannonball could be fi:red by a pre sumably 

mediaeval designed c,0,nnon to shore . Cons idering that sp13edboat s took a very hhort 

t ime to negot iate thi s distance , the limit rne�mt �hat an enforcement of ficer 

had only a fev1 minut es · after becomin� aware of a smuggl ing att empt in order to 

intercept the smuggling vessel . Most of the vessels were based ih some manner on 

Briti sh t erritory , whether in Canada pJ:oper , in Uova Scotia , in Bel ize Honduras ,  

or in the Bahamas . And therefore in 1924 the United Stat es negotiat ed a treaty 

with Great Britain which specified for this purpose , at least , that enforcement 

t erritory would extend the distance from shore that a vessel could sail in an hour. 

This distance was never precisely defined in the treaty as I u.nderst and but 

subsequently it came to be recognised , as a three mile limit . This of course 

gave much more t ime to int ercept a smuggler particularly where there was advance 

information that he was comine , through int ercept or otherwise . 

TAPE J4 : C.AH . ROLL 4,4_ 

SHOT� 

�: 3 miles l imit s ,  dummy decoys etc . . •  
r· 

BROvm : } The traditional limi t  of  off-:::;hore jurisdict ion was 3 miles  which oriE;ina.ted,  I 
i 

)

• /2-un:derstand , in the di.stance that a cannon-ball could be fired pre sumably by an 
, t, 7  IQ -f ,; j > -- artillery p:�e; piece of mediaeval de sign fron shor2 . Tuen you' re deal ing with 

speedboat s of course the diat ance like this  CR..rl be traversed L"l a very short time .  

'Meaning that an enforceG1ent officer has a very short time t o  intercept a boat 

smuggling lir.1uor or anything else . For this reason we negot iated in 1 924 the 

treaty ·with Great Brita.in - based o:n the fact that inost of the offendir1g hovering 

vessels were regi steded in �ritish territory ,  whether Canada proper ,  Nova Scotia,  

Belize (H0ndur.-0,s ) , the Bah_amas , or what not . A.rid thi s treaty provi<ied that 

enforeement jurisdict ion should extend an hour ' s sailing distance ?:r:..:-m shore , 

which , while  not specifically defined in the treaty, came to be recogni sed ,  at 

l east subsequently , ,  as 1 2  miles . 



Ifil.;__'.]fl,:_]]W.fil[ 
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_SHCft )-.. u.r2._� • 
BRO'i/N t Having 12 miles  to 11ork in' gave the int ercept ing officer . .  the enforcec:i.ent ac:ent • 

much more t ime t o  get along and hf3 might need that .mu(.:h time because sometime s 
1--

the violators would send out du.rnmy ves sel s er . .  apparently loade d with liquor ,  
but actually empty , and int ercept ing them would cost t ime , and intercept ing the 

, lf e,� • actual ves sel loaded with liquor.  !But ,nth more time we could be mo :ce efEe ct iv-e .. 
\ \I . \ \ ,  

~~ 

q._cv:. - Particularly if we happened to  have an int ercept of  messages to t ell us in advance 
.... 1 

which vess el was coming , and where they were exriected to arrive . ( 

BRUCE : Describe kind ofmen that rumrunners were? 
r: BROWN : So far as I know Che men that were engaged in this sort of thing , that i s ,  in 

f . \the actual smuggling from the hovering ve ssel to shore , were what we cal l  hoodlums 1 
.✓ h . 

not a very high type ma of individual - gangsters , perhap s ,  is the more familiar 
,.,.,,. 

word. ! It may be that the captains of �� some of the hove:dne ve ssel s ma,Y have 
.... ��-,) 

been a cut above that but er . .  these  people that tan the speedboats - I think they 

generall y  ovmed the speedboat s - they were Wl!1!l7king as messengers for the 

rt distribut ors ashore and their int erest was first not to lose their ves s el s ,  

second , not -f; o  lose their own lives . Of course they had another int ere st - not to 

lose their cargo , but this was probs.bly a sub sidiary int erest to the fi rst two . 

BRUCE : Rmn.nmners using areas not usual lycovered by Cust oms official s .  ' 
BROWN : J The problem of smuggling from off-shore hovering vessels was , of  cours e ,  quite 

C-.- V _ \ \ / lot different from the kind of  problem that the Customs was no rmal ly called on 

� \:'-'-to me et , because Customs officers are stationed in Customs port s  where commercial 
. i.,1J e--; ,V 1· . 

1 /v'-'-1 • (, ,- -..';' vesse s arrive . They ' re not stat ioned in de solat e  areas of the sea coast , which 
\J · -'), """ 

\ , tf ; 
J_-�,;,,, \ '·'. '€ '· /J .1 ._ _,, 

{ '-

BRUCE ; 

- BROWN : 

were favourite  spot s for the rumrunners t o  frequent . Conse quently , in order to 

go to tho se place s the enforcement officers had t o  have some warnine , otherwi se 

they would not be there and in this respect intercepted messages were , t£ course , 
-7 invaluable . 

B.eing a Cust oms offici;,,l was a pot ent ially dangerous j_ob during Prohib iti on? 

Natural ly in the places where these smugglers arrived ,j__!he Customs officers did 

not have an army behind them . He may have had two or three colleague s  or perhap s 

more , but\� s sent ially he was on hi s own , a few men trying to int ercept . .  a few men 
� � 

somet imes desperat e . Therefore there was a..--i el ement o f  ri sk . ' Perhaps not so great 

a risk .as some l)eople might imagine be cause it was simply not a heal �hy thing to  

kill or wound a Federal officer and mo st of  these operators c� el ement in seeing that they didn I t  try it was· set tine up 

(;�e: operat ion in a pro1Jer way. Pla"'l.nL"'l.g it so that when 

did not try . ...  J. I., • 

yow: int ercept ion 

you d:;.1 "lOYe in on 

the man you had him su.r r-ounded or hel:2less  or persuaded it was useless to  resi s t . 
/ 
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...,,a. _ .... �·-,--

BRUCE : Value of co(lebreakine • .  

BROV11h FAi,SE START . J��he ( ;ossession of codes . . of  coded mes sages by the 

C/4--) offi cer was 01:f th;-
gre

at est importance , but nEf'?'-ally they meant 

enforcement 

nothing u .. Yl.less 

" , p sombody could find it possible to decode the1:::_! Co:r a great many 
\_ ·.., 

years I have 

BRUCEt 

BR0V7N : 
• .  ( � u 

BRUCE : 

BROWN: 

knovm Mrs . Friedman ' s  activities  in this field and I am sure that over the 

ent ire period. of the rumrunning , he:r. activities in decodemg coded messages 
-J 

intercepted were of the greatest ve.lue . ! Even after the days of the rumrum1ing 1 

she decoded messages in weveral narcotic s�uggling cases with v,hi ch I myself was 

involved and these were vital in our success  in bringing the violators to 

just ice . 

Importance of sinking of I ' m  Alone . 

The value of the Customs . .  ,-;he value of the I ' m  Alone mat ter to Customs . �. n 

my opinion , came chiefly tlr· making the violators realise that the Customs was 

in earnest . Of course the I ' :.n Alone was sunk in 1929 and the indemnity was not 

paid unt il 1935. In that period of 6 years there were 5 years of Prohibition 

up until the repeal in 1934 .  When the ul t iinate dispensation was in quest ion 

it was a ilJ.uestion whether other XE'nlms: vessels might be similarly sunk and 

to me H seemed that that �Jt uncertainty must have had a considerable  
-, 

deterrent effect on the operators of hovering vessels ./ And made them think 

twice about e :c . .  e:1gaging in the operation and much more wary in their conduct 

of it when they did so engage . 

I ' m  Alone became part of the Customs Officials  mythology? 

Durine the years after the I 1 m Alone case ment ion of it was frequently made 

even though the sinki..ne was done by Coastguard vessel s .  Customs men knew that 

it had been done and it was something that everybody heard about . 

• PL35.: CAL! . ROLL 45 
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BRUCE : *bqt kind of men were the rumrunners? 

BROWN : The rumrunners that the Customs had o ccasion to dea.l with were the speedboat men 

\ ,,. , S, ' that came in from the hovering vessel s .  'While the captains of some of  the 

hovering vessel s may have been men of sone standing and integrity the � 

speedboat operators , I t hink u�ually independent , were st ill somet:.1.ing like 

gangsters and er . .  were not men of very high quality . Their interest , of course , 

' was to lure their cargo but they did not feel interested in delivering their 

cargo as a rule , I believe , at the cost of lo sing their vessel::: " And certainly 

not at the co st of losing their live s .  While they may have been ready to  use 

fire�rms in certain c ase s ,  st ill the Customs officers intercepting them tried t.:; 

set up the int erceptions in such a way to f th � ree . em 1 rom that temptation • .  
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BORWN : I In all . this operat ion of coux·se it was very important t o  have int e rc ept for 

several reas ons , or at l east for two reasons . One was to know when and where _ 

, r(�\- an att empt at violat ion woul d be made . And a s econd J?easou was t o  us e as 

/'::Y '- � i) P \, ., evidenc e aft er detect ion .7And of course it shoul d be point ed out that in thi s 
k' ; lf_i.J,,,,,C

 ., :}7•�·._; � ... __) ,, , . 1""!. "··· connect ion you don 1 t have the -problem of when .,vou' re int ercept inr: a privat e _,....., C ---� - - -
� \ .. ' 

{i. \ \  
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telephone conversat ion t oday , or monit oring a man ' s conversat ion mci::Ekµ!if 

which the court s mie;ht look on wi th disfavour; the man who communicates  with 

shore by ship-to-shore radio is broadcast ing to the world to hear and if 

er . .  

. the world can tell what he ' s  sa.;ring and has Mrs . Fri edman to help him tell what 

he ' s  saying , this  is  just hi s hard luck. 
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ROLL 43 - PE.AHL HARBOUR 

'l'AKE 2 

INT .  Start off with tl1.e statement ab out your hu sb and be ing 

• a genius ,  and then go ing on to talk ab out what make s a good 

c odeb reaker .  

MRS .  F .  Well , my hu sb and can I think, only b e  explained by 

the wo rd genius .  Next t o  hi s pa ssionate love of hi s c ountry , 

the ruling pre cept of thi s l ife wa s Franc i s  BaconB dictum, 

knowl edge is power.  He  had given some scient ific analy s:. s whi ch 

were far out of the o rdinary .. Profe s so r  Manly of  the 
of 

Univer sity of  Chicago , said xm: him right after  world war one , 

that in thirty years clo se a s so c ia t ion with leading men of 

sc ienc e , he had never  if ever ,  seen one who ' s powe 1" s  for 

scient if ic analy si s equalled tho se of  W ill iam Freedman. Co de 

breaking, you say , what make s a c o de b reaker ,  well you h&.ve to  

b e  a little  b it of  everything, you have to  b e  a p sycholo gi st , 

you · have to  be  able  to  place  your self in the o ther situation, 

imaginat ion in the sense of  ima gining what would be go ing on 

at a given t ime . You have tJ  have p�r si st ent s b eyond 

de script ion,  and , well tho se are the qual it i e s of de termination 

and persi st ent s that only of  cour se are  the re sult of  a great 

great c ompell ing int ere st . And when my hu sb and me t up , if I 

may u se an American expre s sion,  with cryptolo gy he seemed to  

have found his  geniu s,  hi s geniu s lay there .  The re Bt c f  u s  

had to  learn i t  by pro c e s s  o f  pro gno s i s ,  but h e  unmi stakeably 

quickly and dire ctly went to  the r i ght conclu sions .  Many 

t Lme s when the authorit i e s  all over the wo rld would say there 

ar� certain sy stems o r  a certain ma chine wa s incypherable , he 

proved that no t to b e  the truth, and he alone solved t ime aft e r  

gime tho se sy st ems o r  machine s .  One of tho se wa s the 8 TN� 

double  key tape ::print ing t ele graph cypher ,  ano ther  wa s the 

Peaburn machine , and ano ther wa s the IT}i"'T print ing t el egraph 

cypher ,  and another wa s the Pl ett s device which the Brit i sh had 



developed f'rom Sir  Charl e s  Whea·t st one ' s invent ion of  an 

eccent ric  doubl e  di sc cypher ,  whi ch the Brit i sh thought wa s 

inde cypherable , and were go ing t o  put i t  t o  u se on the We ster'n 

Front . The Br i t i sh sa id it  wa s indecypherable , the French said  

it  wa s indecypherable , the Cypher Bureau in Wa shington said it  

wa s inde cypherable .  F ive very sho rt t e st me s sage s ,  not at all 

a repre sent at ive t e st of the amount of � traffic that would have 

b een in actual u se on a given day �n the We stern Front , a very 

t iny port ion of that , and yet  he solved thm cypher me ssage s ,  

ba sed on  the Pl ett  devic e ,  in l e s s  than two hours, and the 

me s sage s were cabl ed back to Great Br itain within that t ime � 

Well , from then on you can imagine that  he went from one thing 

to another ,  and the story of hi s l ife  wa s one of b r ill iant and 

almo st unpre cedented succe s s ,  but it  wa s in a secret f i eld  whe re , 

and he could not rece ive  the sat i sfac t ion and acclaim that would 

come to anyone in a field l e s s  secret  than thi s.  

Now l et u s  see , did you have ano ther que st i on. 

INT . We talke d last ni ght ab out what your hu sband camehome one 

night and said to you ,  now c ould you t ell us ab out that . 

MRS F .  Y e s ,  you a sked ab out i f  I ever knew anything ab out rr0 

hu sband and hi s wo rk on the Purple Machine . The only t ime , and 

of c our se at that t ime , the t ime I ' m  go ing to de scr ib e  now, 

there  wa s no such word a s  purple ,  i t  wa s no t known by any 

spe c if i c  name . My hu sband came home one evening and told me 

that Ma j o r  General Moburn, the Chief  Se curity Offi c e r, had 

called  him in that day , and told him, directed him to take 

charge of a &�all group of peopl e  who had b een wo �king on 

the Japane se dipl oma t i c  cyphe� fo r some two or  three  months 

and had not made  any pro gre ss.  General Moburn direct e d  my 

hu sband to  take charge of  that group and do that t o  the 

exclu sion of eve ry thing el se ; work on that cypher.  That i s  

· the only t ime my hu sband ever mentioned what we now speak of  

a s  the Purple Cypher ,  to  me . H e  never even mentioned it  when 

- 2 



succe s s  came , a s  I read now, and I ij:now that the re wa s that 

day of succe s s  eventually , he- didn ' t even ment ion  i t  then. 

To me that seems  a stoni shing, of c our se I knew he wa s under 

great strain, it  wa s obviou s .  He  wa s no t sl eeping, he was 

up unt il the we e small hour s of the :morning, and he u sed to  

make club sandwiche s at  one  o r  two A.m. , when he would relax 

and make j e st s  and carry on an o rdinary conver sation. for a 

sho rt t ime , but he never told  me anything ab out the Purpl e 

Cypher ,  I had no idea what a magic  machine , which was built 

to aut oma tically de cypher the me s sage s ,  I have no idea what it 

looked l ike , it wa s never de scrib ed t o  me . 

INT . Carry on thi s  i s  fine . I nterrup t i on. 



ROLL 2 - continuation of Tape 1 

TAKE _j_ 

MRS F .  My hu sb and alway s deni ed that he  alone wa s re sponsible  

fo r the solut ion,  he alway s  said  I led the group , nothing as  

compl i cat ed a s  that i s ever done by a single man wo rking al one . 

INT . H e  needed t o  succ eed.  

MRS .  F.  Ye s ,  he had a great compul sion t o  succ eed.  I think that 

no I can' t de scr ib e  ti any c ircumstance s ,  I can ' t think of  -1.·nJi 

c ircumstanc es  that have ever st opped him from pur sue ing a given 

t e st ,  unt il i t s  suc c e ssful compl e t ion.  

INT .  The me thod o f  attack differ s.  

MRS . F .  The method of attack in a problem do e s  differ very muche 

Some t ime s in simpl er sy st ems one can make a s sumpt ions of plain 

t ext , plain language . But in mo st of the more  c ompl icated 

cypher s ,  and the  machine cypher s  part icularly , you don' t deal 

with plain t ext at all ,  you deal with stat i st i cal el ement s,  and 

the index of coinc idenc e .  By the way , did  you eve r ,  in your 

r eading, learn that my husband wro t e  when he wa s only 

twenty-e i ght years  old., a di s sitat ion expl a ining a solut ion of 

hi s ,  but the paper  that he wro te wa s called  ' The Index of  

C oinc idence .' , and that ha s been  sai d ,  by expert s ,  t o  have 

started  all  of the  great  complex, diff i cult , and fri ghtfully 

involved type s of attack on the se sy st ems that u sed mill ions 

and b ill i ons of comb inat ions in produc ing the cyph� r  t ext .  

INT . What ' s  the ult ,imate  validity o f  a solut i on. 

MRS F .  The ult imat e  val idi ty • of a solut ion is  that two people 

c ompl etely knowl edgeable  of  what they are do ing, working 
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V ent'irely separat ely , mu st come to  the ssJne answer ., 

INT . Your hu sband�E wa s the la st of the great geniu s e s e  

MRS F .  I think that rny hu sb and wa s prob ably the l a s t  of  the 

great geniu se s who worked with penc il and paper.  B efore he 

r e t ired from hi s prof e s sion, the mat t e r  had b e c ome a l ifel e s s , 

. feelingl e s s ,  matter  of  punching cards , stuffing machine s ,  

gett ing answer s  from machine s ,  ha s b ecome a fragment ed  operat ion  

so that no one in my e st imat ion, no  one ever� ge t s  the  real 

:reel of solving a sy stem, b e c au se :!. t.'a so  fragment ed ,  the a t t ack 

upon it I mean, i s so fragment ed and dealt out l ike 

sub -cont rac t s , here and there t o  o ther per sons , that no one 

per son get s the feel , or thrill of the great suc ce s s  that 

my hu sband did , in hi s earl i er days .  

INT . H e  ·wa s a very unselfi sh man,  and had great influenc e on  

children and o ther peopl e .  

MRS. F .  I would l ike t o  say something ab out hi s pe r sonal 

qual it i e s .  H e  wa s a man who loved people , h e  even loved 

childr.en,  and wa s very under standing of  children. He had an 

influenc e  on the l ife of children, · :many of them have never 

forgo t t en, and I st ill get lett ers from them, with expre s s i ons  

of grat itude for  how he had awakened them t o  thi s or  that , 

and the great t e st s  of the"ir ab ility t o  think, and had come 

t o  their  ma st ery of what he had shovm them when they were 

children. And , '  then t o o ,  he wa s/very sympathe t i c  person, 

he unde r st o od everyb o djes  t rouble s ,  and everyb o dy  used  to go 

to  him with the i r  t roub l f, o , even in the day s af ter  NSA wa s 

formed , that tremendou s o rgani sat ion, he st ill l eft hi s do or  

open, and hi s mind free  t o  pe�mit anyone who wa s b o thered by  

a personal probl eIJl of any sort , t o  talk . t o  him,  and he  did i t � 

I have had many many b eaut iful tribut e s  from the se chil dren 

who have grown up , from hi s student s and c olleague s ,  i t s  almo st 

unb el i evabl e ,  the tribute s  that have b een paid to hi s per sonal 
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influence on o ther s ,  a s  well a s  hi s great analyt ical powers ,  

and succ e s s  in  the sc ience f i eld. 

INT . Thank you very much. 




