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KEKAHA, Hawaii – Pacific Missile Range Facility 
(PMRF), Barking Sands, hosts U.S. ground forces and ally 
nation militaries during the biennial Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) exercise.

RIMPAC 2022 is the 28th exercise in the series 
that began in 1971. The exercise takes place in and 
around the Hawaiian Islands and Southern California. 
The exercise was held from June 29 to Aug. 4 and 
involved 26 nations, 38 surface ships, four submarines, 
nine national land forces, more than 170 aircraft and 
approximately 25,000 personnel.

The theme of RIMPAC 2022 is “Capable, Adaptive, 
Partners.” Participating nations and forces will exercise a 
wide range of capabilities and demonstrate the inherent 

flexibility of maritime forces. These capabilities range from 
disaster relief and maritime security operations to sea 
control and complex warfighting. The relevant, realistic 
training program includes amphibious operations, 
gunnery, missile, anti-submarine and air defense exercises, 
as well as counter-piracy operations, mine clearance 
operations, explosive ordnance disposal, and diving and 
salvage operations.

RIMPAC participants at PMRF included ground forces 
from the U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Army 1st Multi-Domain 
Task Force (MDTF), the Japan Ground Self-Defense 
Force (JGSDF), and members from the military forces 
of Australia, Canada, Chile, France, India, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Mexico, Peru, Republic of Korea, Republic of 
the Philippines and Singapore.

Events were held at PMRF almost every day from July 
11 to July 29. Range operations successfully executed 
four Surface-to-Air Missile Exercises (SAMEX), seven 
Anti-Submarine Warfare Exercises (ASWEX), a Naval 
Surface Fire Support (NSFS) exercise, and two Sinking 
Exercises (SINKEX).

“PMRF serves as the center of excellence and execution 
for all RIMPAC large-scale, live-fire exercises,” said Stuart 
Butts, PMRF’s deputy range operations officer. “It is always 
amazing to see how the entire PMRF workforce makes 
sure every RIMPAC participant gets the most out of their 
participation in this one-of-a-kind-exercise.”

PMRF hosted over 130 JGSDF soldiers and over 100 
U.S. Army soldiers. During a SINKEX, the U.S. Army and 
JGSDF demonstrated interoperability of surface systems. 
JGSDF launched a Type 12 Surface-to-Ship Missile (SSM), 
while members of the MDTF utilized U.S. Mobility Artillery 
Rocket Systems (HIMARS) and exercised short-range Air 
Defense Artillery equipment. The combined land forces 
synchronized the launching of their HIMARS and SSM 
with partner and allied nations’ air and maritime weapon 
systems to successfully sink the decommissioned ex-USS 
Denver (LPD 9) more than 50 nautical miles north of Kaua`i.

“The bilateral alliance between Japan and the United 
States is definitely a core of the national defense policy of 
Japan,” said Warrant Officer Minoru Koba, Exercise Assistant, 
Training and Exercise Section, Training Division, Operations 
Support and Training Department, Ground Staff Office, 
Japan Ministry of Defense. “Japan Self-Defense Force and 
U.S. Forces must be ready for national emergencies and 
should train together to integrate our Tactics, Techniques, 
and Procedures during times of peace.”

During RIMP AC, a network of capable, adaptive partners 
train and operate together in order to strengthen their 
collective forces and promote a free and open Indo-Pacific. 
RIMPAC 2022 contributes to the increased interoperability, 
resiliency and agility needed by the Joint and Combined 
Force to deter and defeat aggression by major powers 
across all domains and levels of conflict.

RIMPAC Large-scale, Live 
Fire Exercises Held at PMRF



With the summer heat comes more families spending 
days on the beach. Barking Sands Fire and Emergency 
Services (BSF&ES) wants to help the community in a way 
other than casualty response. By partnering with Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation (MWR), BSF&ES has been able to 
introduce the beach wheelchair program to give back to 
our disabled patrons. 

Ryan Kooser, a BSF&ES firefighter and paramedic, is 
the lead for this program and shared his thought process 
behind starting it.

“I noticed a young boy that was wheelchair bound at 
Shenanigans and his family was down at the beach while 
he was posted up on the deck,” Kooser said, “I noticed, also, 
the potential for disabled veterans and their families to rent 
one of the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) cottages. 
They are on the hottest, widest beach on the island and it 
is kind of the same thing as the boy at Shenanigans.”

The beach wheelchair is a specialized wheelchair with 
oversized, soft, inflated wheels that make movement on 
the sand easier. It is fitted to accommodate for paraplegic 
and quadriplegic injuries. The benefit of this program is 
to assist disabled veterans staying at the Americans with 
Disabilities Act approved beach cottages as well as the 
‘Ohana of PMRF personnel with disabilities. 

“It just felt like the right thing to do,” Kooser said, “To 
partner with MWR to facilitate the purchase of the chair for 
recreational use.” 

It is completely free for patrons to rent the beach 
wheelchair. Reservations are made through MWR, who will 
collaborate with BSF&ES. Fire department personnel will 
transport the wheelchair to Majors Bay or to Shenanigans 
and assist the patron from their street wheelchair into the 
beach wheelchair. They will also help the patron and their 
family to a safe zone on the beach. Once on the beach, 
they will speak to the family about beach and water safety 
to ensure that they have a fun and safe beach day that 
otherwise may not have been able to happen. 

“I used to use these when I worked for city of Fort 
Lauderdale Fire Rescue to Ocean Rescue,” Kooser said, 
“We had two sets of beach wheelchairs and it was just 
awesome to see the reaction of not just the person who 
was wheelchair bound, but the family members as well.”

The beach wheelchair program plans to expand as 
more people start to take advantage of it. Kooser hopes 
to get more chairs and eventually partner with KORE, a 
program that gives disabled patrons an opportunity to 
surf, to put together a day for disabled patrons to have a 
group beach day. 

“I would volunteer my off time to bring this chair 
wherever someone wanted. That’s how important this is 
to me,” Kooser said, “Everyone deserves at least one day, 
and that’s what this whole program is about, creating a 
moment and giving them that day.”  
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