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Oregon National Guard dedicates Fort Dalles Readiness Center

Photos by Master Sgt. Nick Choy, Oregon Military Department Public Affairs

The Oregon National Guard held a dedication ceremony for the new Fort Dalles Readiness Center in The Dalles, Ore., April 17. Maj. Gen. Daniel R. Hokanson, The Adjutant General,
Oregon, hosted U.S. Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley, Mr. Frank Toda, president of the Columbia Gorge Community College, along with present and past leadership of the
Oregon National Guard, and members of the local community, who attended the ceremony. The Oregon Army National Guard’s Alpha Company, 3rd Battalion, 116th Cavalry Regiment,
will share the new facility with the Columbia Gorge Community College. The facility may also be utilized by the local community. See Fort Dalles on page 4 for full story.

Oregon aviators exchange techniques with Bangladeshi Air Force

Story by Oregon Sentinel Staff

PAID
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Salem, OR

DHAKA, Banlgadesh — Two Oregon
Army National Guard aviators recently
completed a Subject Matter Expert
Exchange (SMEE) with the Bangladesh
Air Force’s 9th Helicopter Squadron, May
7-9, in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Key objectives for the engagement
were for U.S. and Bangladeshi services
to identify specific areas within helicopter
fire suppression and search and rescue
which could be augmented and improved
by input from Oregon National Guard
subject matter experts.

The group discussed the practicality of
using helicopter water drops on buildings
or other urban areas in response to fires
and other natural disasters, such as
earthquakes. The meetings were held at the
U.S. Embassy and Bashar Air Base, in the
Dhaka Cantonment Area.
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Bo3 Battalion (GSAB), based in Pendleton, Oregon Army National Guard aviators, Chief Warrant Officer-3 Devin Wickenhagen
ESd 3 " Ore., and Chief Warrant Officer-3 Devin (center left), of Charlie Co., 7-158 Aviation Battalion, and Chief Warrant Officer-3 Dave
§§§% %g Wickenhagen, of Charlie Co., 7-158 Long (center right), of 1-168th. General Suppod Aviation Battalior), pose for a photo with
é 20 g S Aviation Battalion, based in Salem, Ore., members of the Bangladesh Air Force’s 9th Helicopter Squadron in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
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Hh05%0 develop techniques and procedures for after our visit to Dhaka and seeing the out of the exchange were ways to adopt
Eg%lég aerial search and rescue in urban areas, actual, very urban environment, I can Bangladeshi helicopter fire suppression
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ggz firefighting. genuine need to be able to conduct urban programs based on similar programs
g% “At first I did not completely understand ~ aerial firefighting and search and rescue used by the U.S. Federal Aviation

what the true needs of the BAF and people  operations.”
of Bangladesh were,” said Long. “But Some of the recommendations to come See Helicopter experts on Page 7
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Mobilizations, changes impact Oregon National Guard

This summer the Oregon
National Guard is mobilizing
approximately 1,100 Soldiers
and Airmen.

I recently had the
opportunity to visit our
troops at Fort Bliss and Fort
Hood as they complete their
post-mobilization training.
The visits brought back
memories of these units and
their prior mobilizations, and
how important our National
Guardsmen and women are to
our state and nation.

We are fortunate to have so
many exceptional leaders at
every level, and such highly
motivated citizen Soldiers
and Airmen who continue to
step forward and answer our
nation’s call.

To the families of our
mobilized Soldiers and
Airmen, I want you to know
you are our highest priority
and we have family support

programs in place to assist you
throughout the state.

To commanders, past
experience has shown a
successful family program
begins with you and your
family readiness group
volunteers. I want to
personally thank all family
program volunteers who
make a huge difference to our
organization every day, and I
look forward to your continued
support to the families of our
deployed service members.

As we continue to mobilize
Soldiers and Airmen, the
National Guard and the
Department of Defense are
facing difficult decisions
under the Budget Control Act.
As T write this, discussions
on the National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA)
continue in our nation’s capital
and in every state. While no
official decisions have been

made, we must
be prepared to
adjust to the
NDAA once it is
approved.
Topics being
discussed that
directly impact
Oregon include
a potential
reduction in

Maj. Gen.

Daniel R. Hokanson,
The Adjutant General,
Oregon

the number

of primary
assigned aircraft
to F-15 Fighter Wings, and a
potential reduction in Army
Guard force structure from
more than 350,000 to 335,000
or as low as 315,000.

We continue to engage
our leaders at every level to
express our concerns, inform
them of the impacts to our
communities, state and nation,
and will share decisions that
may affect us when they are
made.

Although these national
level decisions will impact our
organization, we must remain
always prepared to answer our
nation’s call.

I thank all of you for your
service, and for the difference
you make every day in our
communities, our state, and our
nation, as you remain Always
Ready, Always There!

State Command Chief Swartwout retires, bids farewell

This is my last Oregon Sentinel article
as your Command Chief Warrant Officer.
In the near future, I will be retiring from
both the Federal Excepted Civil Service
Technician workforce as well as the
Oregon Army National Guard.

As I look back on over 41 years in
uniform, of which there have been several
different ones, and over 33 years in one
full-time status or another, please indulge
me this one last time as I look back at how

the military has changed.

One of the things that come to the
forefront of my mind is the fact that the

another year.

productive.

The one-weekend-a-month, two-
weeks-a-year went out the window
many years ago. Already in the 80’s
we increased our optempo to the point
that middle weekends off at ‘summer
camp’ were a thing of the past.
Additionally, as a noncommissioned
officer or officer, you put in many
additional hours, most without
compensation, to enable the brief
time we all got together to be highly

Chief Warrant Officer 5
Terry Swartwout,
Command Chief
Warrant Officer,

Oregon National Guard

The Oregon Army National Guard

military has never been so well trained,
equipped, and experienced in its entire
history. More than half of my career was
spent operating and maintaining old,
outdated, hand-me-down equipment.
Now we have a full allotment of the most
sophisticated military equipment which
enables us to accomplish any and every
mission conceivable.

Along with this high-tech equipment
is the time, money, and opportunity to
utilize it. Back in the old days, we dusted
the cobwebs off the equipment to get re-
familiarized with it, only to put it away for

has been good to me and allowed

me to provide well for my family. I did
have to learn to carve out time to have
meaningful time with my family to ensure
we had a healthy household.

I take with me many memories and
friendships that I have continued along
my career. Only someone who has been
there can truly understand the bond that
develops among fellow Soldiers, Airman,
and civilian Guard employees.

And finally, to the Warrant Officer
Cohort, I ask all of you to welcome and
support the newest Command Chief

Warrant Officer, Chief Warrant Officer-4
Paul Zenchenko. Please address him, and
anyone serving the position in the future,
as ‘Command Chief’.

Continue to strive to be the consummate
professional, that our corps has the
distinction of being. Ensure that you not
only focus on the betterment of the U.S.
Army and the Oregon National Guard,
but especially the Soldiers, Airman, and
employees that make this nation the best
in the world. I salute you all.

For the Corps!

Oregon Guard’s senior leaders gather
in Bend for annual conferences

Col. Kessinger retires

Photo by Master Sgt. Nick Choy, Oregon Military Department Public Affairs

Maj. Gen. Daniel R. Hokanson, The Adjutant General, Oregon, speaks to
Oregon National Guard members at the 2014 Oregon National Guard
Association Conference, held in Bend, Ore., April 25-26.
highlighted a state-wide domestic emergency response plan currently
being spearheaded by the Oregon National Guard, the Oregon Emergency
Management office, and the Governor’s Office. The event was the 87th
annual conference held by the Oregon National Guard.

Hokanson

Photo by 1st Lt. Heather Bashor, Oregon Military Department Public Affairs

Oregon Air National Guard Col. Ronald G. Kessinger
(right), poses for a photo with Maj. Gen. Daniel
R. Hokanson, Adjutant General, Oregon, during
his retirement ceremony, May 4, at the Anderson
Readiness Center in Salem, Ore. Kessinger retired
from the Oregon National Guard with 33 years of
combined service with both the U.S. Air Force and
the Oregon Air National Guard. Col. Jim Gregory
will replace him as Chief of Staff-Air.
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Fort Dalles Readiness Center to benefit Soldiers, college and community

Continued from Front Page

Story and photos by Master Sgt. Nick Choy,
Oregon Military Department Public Affairs

THE DALLES, Ore. — The Oregon
National Guard held a dedication ceremony
for a facility Oregon’s U.S. Senator Ron
Wyden (D-OR) called “a shining example
of community collaboration” in The
Dalles, Ore., on April 17.

The Fort Dalles Readiness Center
replaces the Webber Street Armory, builtin
1951, as the home of Alpha Company, 3rd
Battalion, 116th Cavalry Regiment, Oregon
Army National Guard. Approximately 150
Soldiers will gather at the facility each
month to train. The space is also shared
with Columbia Gorge Community College.

The new facility was unveiled to
members of the local and regional
community during a ceremony attended by
both Wyden and his counterpart in the U.S.
Senate, Jeff Merkley (D-OR).

Merkley said the building was first
proposed in 2007 when he began his
campaign against Republican Senator
Gordon Smith.

“There is no other facility anywhere
in the country like this, first in terms of
the view, and secondly representing the
collaboration between being a community
center, a college facility, and a National
Guard armory,” Merkley said.

Wyden joked during his speech that the
old armory was “old, old, old,” but added
that it had also lasted more than a half-
century.

“The old armory did so much to honor
our country and the individuals who trained
there, and who represented Oregon’s
values,” Wyden said.

Maj. Gen. Daniel R. Hokanson, The Adjutant General, Oregon is flanked by U.S. Senators
Ron Wyden (to his right) and Jeff Merkley (to his left), Mr. Frank Toda, (center), president
of the Columbia Gorge Community College, and other state and local leaders, during a
ribbon-cutting for the dedication of the Fort Dalles Readiness Center in The Dalles, Ore.,
April 17. The facility will be home to Alpha Co., 3rd Battalion, 116th Cavalry Regiment.

He drew a parallel to Ronald Reagan’s
farewell speech in 1984, where the
President said America “is a shining city on
a hill, whose beacon light guides freedom-
loving people everywhere.”

“It seems fitting that we now have a
wonderful shining armory on a hill”
Wyden said during his speech.

Dr. Frank Toda, president of Columbia
Gorge Community College, said the
dedication ceremony was the culmination
of 12 years of hard work, adding that the
process was complicated.

“This is a great relief,” Toda said. “It
is one of the most complex endeavors we

have ever tried to accomplish.”

Toda emphasized the
collaboration between the city
of The Dalles, the college, and
the Oregon National Guard.

“This is a meeting place,” he
said. “We are really big on the
community of our college, and
one of the challenges we’ve
faced is having a big enough
space to bring together large
groups. This building is the
community.”

Oregon’s Adjutant General,

Maj. Gen. Daniel R. Hokanson (left), The Adjutant
General, Oregon, presents Mr. Frank Toda (right),
president of the Columbia Gorge Community College
with a commemorative rendering of the new Fort Dalles
Readiness Center, in The Dalles, Ore., April 17. The
college will share use of the facility with Alpha Co., 3rd

Battalion, 116th Cavalry Regiment.

Maj. Gen. Daniel R. Hokanson,
mirrored Toda’s remarks, but
added that the collaboration
between all the partners included
political support from Congress,
the Oregon State Legislature,
and local elected officials.

“We have great support from our
congressional delegation and the state
legislature and Oregon’s governor, that
really supported the building of this
facility,” Hokanson added.

Hokanson said people may ask how the
partners had the foresight to envision a
facility that would be ‘a standing figure in
the community’ for years to come. That
answer, in part, goes back to a conversation
between Toda and Hokanson’s predecessor,
retired Maj. Gen. Raymond F. Rees.

Toda said Oregon’s former adjutant
general approached him in 2001 while
he was on a business trip in Washington,
D.C. Rees suggested building a facility
that benefited the Oregon National Guard,
the community college and the city of The
Dalles.

The two talked about how best to
integrate National Guard armories into
their surrounding communities, Toda said.
Rees also proposed that armories could
be utilized by not just the surrounding
community, but also education centers
like community colleges. While Toda
admitted he was originally skeptical of the
plan, he was eventually won over by Rees’
persistence.

“I will tell you, had Maj. Gen. Rees and |
not had a conversation about what success
looks like when you connect the National
Guard, the community college and the
local community, this facility would not be
here today.”

“Thank you, General Rees, for your

vision, focus, and dream of connecting the
National Guard to the community,” Toda
added.

The design of the new building
incorporates use of separate areas devoted
to the community college and Oregon’s
Citizen-Soldiers, but also large common
areas which can be utilized by both groups,
or members of the local community.

The bottom floor of the building will
be used by students and faculty of the
community college, including two labs,
two classrooms, a computer work area, and
a break area with a small kitchen.

The second floor of the building contains
office space, a commercial-grade kitchen
and a 10,000 square-foot assembly hall
for the Oregon Guard unit. The third floor
houses a fitness center, locker rooms and
other spaces to accommodate training
needs of the Soldiers.

The facility also includes a shared
industrial shop, providing 12 student
welding labs and a maintenance bay for
Oregon National Guard vehicles.

The readiness center will serve the
community with flexible rental space and it
meets all building codes for Americans with
Disabilities Act and seismic requirements.

Striving to meet a “Net-Zero” design,
architects and planners have incorporated
copious use of natural lighting throughout,
energy-saving fixtures, “green technology”
and other design elements to help align the
facility with State Energy Efficient Design
(SEED) requirements.

Perhaps the most striking feature about
the facility cannot be ignored; the view.
The building is constructed on the Oregon
side of the Columbia Gorge, just above the
city of The Dalles. Facing north, designers
took full advantage of the hillside location,
incorporating an entire frontage of floor-
to-ceiling windows, which cover the entire
three-story facade. The open-atrium style
drill floor takes full advantage of this view,
in addition to several other interior vantage
points, through windows or catwalks and
open-air hallways.

“Look at this view,” Hokanson said, as
he turned around to marvel at the bend in
the Columbia River just below the massive
The Dalles Dam. “This is one of those
facilities where years from now folks will
look back and say, ‘Wow, what a great
project.””

Hokanson added that he hopes to see
many more facilities like the Fort Dalles
Readiness Center in the future.

“I hope to pursue additional projects
where we collaborate with the local
community and organizations to build
facilities that benefit everyone,” he said.

Old meets new: Milton-Freewater Readiness Center upgraded

Story by Oregon Sentinel Staff

MILTON-FREEWATER, Ore. —
The Oregon Army National Guard held a
re-dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony
for the recently upgraded Milton-Freewater
Readiness Center in Milton-Freewater,
Ore., April 5.

The facility is currently home to
Detachment 1, 1186th Military Police
Company, Oregon Army National Guard.

The first unit assigned to the armory was
Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
2nd Battalion, 186th Infantry Regiment,
of the 41st Infantry Division, which was
federally recognized in March 1947.

After World War II, with support from
the local American Legion post and
the chamber of commerce, the Oregon
Army National Guard organized a unit in
Freewater. The unit initially drilled in the
Freewater Community Building.

By 1951, the merged towns of Milton
and Freewater began promoting a centrally
located armory by donating six lots to the
state. The building’s original construction
was completed on Jan. 1, 1954. The
completed armory was dedicated in March
1954. The armory served as a civil defense
headquarters and Red Cross kitchen during

Police Company.

the 1964 and 1965 floods.

The armory is eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places due to its
association with the post-WWII National
Guard expansion program. It was the first
armory to be built in Oregon using the
75-percent federal and 25-percent state
funding program outlined in the Defense
Facilities Act of 1950. Also, it was the
first armory built to house a single unit in
Oregon under the National Guard Bureau

Photos by Sgt. 1st Class April Davis, 115th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment
The Oregon Army National Guard held a re-dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony for the recently upgraded Milton-Freewater Readiness
Center, April 5, in Milton-Freewater, Ore. The facility is home to Oregon Army National Guard Soldiers of Detachment 1, 1186th Military

plan and therefore an example of the
K-style armory.

A unique feature of the armory is the
upper-story windows on the assembly hall
drill floor. It is the only K-style armory with
tall windows allowing for much natural
lighting. All other K-style armories had
smaller, and fewer upper-story windows.
In keeping with the historical aspects of the
armory, the upgraded readiness center has
retained its integrity of location, setting,

design, materials, workmanship, feeling,
and association.

Work on the remodel began in September
2012 and was completed in March 2014
at a cost of more than $4 million. The
facility serves the community with flexible
rental space and it meets all building
codes for Americans with Disabilities Act
and seismic requirements. The building
also meets State Energy Efficient Design
(SEED) requirements.
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234th Engineer Company mobilizes for deployment to Kuwait

Photos by Staff Sgt. Jason van Mourik, Oregon Military Department Public Affairs

Citizen-Soldiers with the 234th Engineer Company, Oregon Army National Guard, pose for a unit photo during their mobilization ceremony at the Salem Pavilion, in Salem, Ore., June
8. Approximately 180 Soldiers are scheduled to spend nine months conducting carpentry, plumbing and electrical construction missions on U.S. military facilities throughout Kuwait
and the surrounding region in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Photo by Sgt. Philip Steiner, 115th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Soldiers of 3rd Platoon, 234th Engineer Company
tactically move through a mounted training lane during pre-
mobilization training at Camp Rilea, near Warrenton, Ore.,
May 13, in preparation for deployment to Kuwait.

102nd CST trains with U.S. Coast Guard

Story courtesy

Coast Guard Public Affairs Detachment Astoria, Ore.,

U.S. Coast Guard 13th District

WARRENTON, Ore. -The U.S. Coast Guard participated in a joint maritime response
exercise with the Oregon National Guard’s 102nd Civil Support Team and in cooperation
with the Tongue Point Job Corps on the Columbia River near Astoria, Ore., May 21.

The multi-agency exercise tested the readiness of the participants’ ability to handle
various potential threats. Coast Guard boarding teams and K-9 search teams were
delivered to the motor vessel Ironwood, a Tongue Point Job Corps Center training ship,

using boats and an MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter.

Once on the ship, Coast Guard teams found mock indications of explosives and
potential weapons of mass destruction. They rehearsed detaining the ship’s crew and
brought in the 102nd CST to eliminate the simulated explosive and radiological threat.

“This was a remarkable and realistic exercise that enhanced our ability to respond, in

Story by 1st Lt. Eric Krause,
234th Engineer Company

SALEM, Ore. — The Oregon Army National Guard’s
234th Engineer Company, of the 1249th Engineer
Battalion, mobilized approximately 180 Citizen-Soldiers
for deployment to Kuwait in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom. A mobilization ceremony for the unit
was held, June 8, at the Salem Pavilion, in Salem, Ore.

The 234th Engineer Company is headquartered at
Camp Rilea, in Warrenton, Ore., and includes a platoon-
sized detachment from Prineville, Ore. The Soldiers will
spend approximately nine months conducting carpentry,
plumbing and electrical construction missions on U.S.
military facilities throughout Kuwait and the surrounding
region during the deployment.

The Soldiers of the 234th Engineers conducted pre-
deployment training at Camp Rilea and then departed for
Fort Bliss, Texas, for additional training in preparation for
their overseas mission before deploying to Kuwait. While
in Kuwait, the 234th Engineers will fall under the 528th
Engineer Battalion (Louisiana National Guard).

“I expect that our company will lead the way in the new
battalion. We will have the best Soldiers, the strongest
team, and be the ‘go to’ company,” said Maj. Andrew

Vidourek, commander of the 234th Engineer Company.

Vidourek added the unit’s Soldiers not only train to be
experts in their assigned construction duties, but they also
make safety the highest priority to ensure every Soldier
comes home to their families.

“Discipline is a vital factor within our organization,” said
Ist Sgt. William Young. “I expect every Soldier; enlisted,
non-commissioned officer, and officer, to be professional
and respectful.”

The majority of Soldiers in the unit come from
communities throughout western and eastern Oregon, but
the company also includes individuals from Washington,
California, Idaho, and Montana.

The 234th Engineers previously deployed to Iraq from
July 2007 to April 2008 where they conducted security
operations for civilian contractor convoys. The company
received the Meritorious Unit Commendation award for
its exceptional performance of the mission.

In recent years, the 234th has completed projects
throughout Oregon as part of the Innovative Readiness
Training Program, including improving city and county
parks around Heppner, Ore.; renovating the Washington
County Fairgrounds in Hillsboro, Ore.; and refurbishing
a United States Bureau of Land Management forestry
facility in Colton, Ore.

Multi-agency exercise
active shooter response scenarios

rehearses

cooperation with the CST, to threats delivered by sea,” said Cdr. William Gibbons, Coast
Guard Sector Columbia River chief of response. “This effort was made possible by our
strong and enduring partnership with the Oregon National Guard, as well as with the
Tongue Point Job Corps.”

Participating in the joint training exercise were members from Coast Guard Sector
Columbia River, Coast Guard Vessel Boarding Security Team Sector Columbia River,
Coast Guard Air Station Astoria, Coast Guard Maritime Safety and Security Team Seattle,
the Oregon National Guard’s 102 Civil Support Team, and the teachers and students
aboard the motor vessel Ironwood, a Tongue Point Job Corps Center training ship.

Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 1st Class Zac Crawford

Oregon Army National Guard Sgt. Jamel
Mercado (right), of the 102nd CST, scans
for chemical and radiological contaminants
on the hands of Petty Officer 3rd Class
Brian Kelly (left), a maritime enforcement
specialist with Coast Guard Sector
Columbia River’s Vessel Boarding Security
Team, during a maritime response exercise
in Astoria, Ore., May 21.

Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 1st Class Zac Crawford

A member of the Oregon National Guard’s
102nd Civil Support Team is lowered to the
deck of the motor vessel Ironwood from a
Coast Guard MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter
during a maritime response exercise on the
Columbia River in Astoria, Ore., May 21.

Photo courtesy 2-218th Field Artillery Battalion

Police and emergency first-responders conduct an active shooter response training
exercise at the Oregon Army National Guard’s Richard Miller Armory in cooperation
with the 2-218th Field Artillery Battalion in Forest Grove, Ore., April 18.

Story by Oregon Sentinel Staff

Multiple law enforcement and medical first-response agencies practiced
responding to threat scenarios at the Oregon National Guard’s Richard Miller
Armory in Forest Grove, Ore., April 18.

Officers from Forest Grove Police, Forest Grove Fire and Rescue, Cornelius
Fire, and Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency worked
with members of the Oregon National Guard’s 2-218th Field Artillery Battalion to
rehearse tactics in response to several threat situations.

Lt. Col. Maurice Marshall, commander of the 2-218th Field Artillery Battalion,
reached out to Forest Grove Police to conduct an independent active shooter drill.
The battalion’s full-time staff that works at the armory participated in the training
exercise.

Officers from each of the agencies met at the armory in February for a tabletop
demonstration of the scenario before the training event took place. It was the first
time these police and fire units had performed an active shooter drill with the
National Guard inside the armory.

The first scenario simulated one active shooter inside the armory, and another
scenario simulated multiple shooters and bombs inside the building. The training
tested each agency’s ability to handle a stressful situation with limited resources.
After each scenario, a debriefing was held to discuss lessons learned and how their
response tactics can improve.

Forest Grove Police Chief Janie Schutz said the goal is learning how Forest
Grove Police interacts with the other agencies and how to get the injured victims
out and treated faster. She said these training exercises help make everyone in the
Forest Grove area a lot safer in the event an actual situation were to ever occur.

“The goal is everyone goes home,” Schutz said.
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Active duty Air Force personnel join Kingsley Field’s F-15C training mission

Story and photo by Master Sgt. Jennifer Shirar,
173rd Fighter Wing Public Affairs

KINGSLEY FIELD, Ore. - The 173rd Fighter Wing
mission is set to grow by an estimated 84 active duty
personnel this fall. The Total Force Initiative (TFI) is
designed to augment Kingsley’s mission with Air Force
active duty Airmen stationed at the Air National Guard
base in order to increase the number of pilots trained in a
given period of time.

“We expect 84 Airmen will be phased in to Klamath
Falls over a six month period beginning this October,” said
Col. Jeremy Baenen, 173rd FW commander.

The Total Force Initiative is a military organization
which contains both reserve and active component
members working side-by-side in the same organization
for a common mission.

According to Baenen, there are various models of
TFTI’s, this one constitutes an “active association” where
the 173rd FW retains principal responsibility for the
mission, equipment, and base infrastructure, while active
duty personnel are integrated in the 173rd’s existing
organizational and command structure.

Of the 84 Airmen, eight are pilots, 68 are maintenance
personnel, and an additional eight will provide base
operating support. The first Airmen are scheduled to arrive
in Klamath Falls in October of 2014.

In addition to personnel, the 173rd will continue to
expand its growing fleet of F-15s with the addition of
seven aircraft that began arriving six months ago. The
aircraft additions will grow the unit from 25 aircraft to a
total of 32 aircraft by the end of this summer. Even with
the addition of these aircraft, the 173rd will still be able to
operate within the limits of existing environmental impact
studies.

The TFI was initiated after the Chief of Staff of the Air
Force directed increased production of F-15C pilots. To
achieve this goal, the Air Force recognized the need for
additional aircraft and manpower at the 173rd FW, the sole
F-15C training base for the U.S. Air Force.

Kingsley is an ideal training facility due to excellent

flying weather, including an average 300 days of sun
per year and extensive military operating areas located
in the eastern part of the state. The Oregon Air National
Guard is currently examining plans to possibly expand
that airspace; however, in the interim they will continue to
utilize only current approved airspaces to train.

The TFI represents a significant economic impact for
Klamath Falls and the greater basin, said Baenen. The
addition of 84 active duty families is estimated to bring
more than $7 million annually in direct salary, as well
as certain indirect job creations. Additionally, the TFI
will result in numerous multi-million dollar construction
projects awarded to local businesses.

The additional experienced work force will be a great
benefit to the 173rd FW, Baenen noted.

“In order to meet the

overseas tours. Kingsley Field will afford active duty
personnel an opportunity to be stationed here in the U.S.

“Further, the active duty can rapidly gain experience
from ANG personnel who have been operating and
maintaining this aircraft for many years,” said Baenen.

Baenen did note one negative effect of this growth.
“Due to this no-notice increase in the operations tempo
of our civil engineering unit; volunteer projects such as
the Mazama High School turf project had to be delayed
a year because of engineering manpower constraints,” he
said. “Although the TFI has brought over $12 million in
short notice construction projects throughout the summer
and into next year which benefit local businesses, it came
at a cost to our ability to provide volunteer support to the
local community.”

nation’s need for increased
pilot production, additional
resources and personnel are
an absolute necessity, he
said. “This TFI will create
operational efficiencies,
saving money and
resources, and, above all,
increasing Air Force combat
capabilities.  Additionally,
a TFI significantly helps
ensure longevity of Kingsley
Field.”

Baenen noted another
advantage for the active
duty component. Currently,
there are no active duty
continental United States
based F-15 units, with the
exception of the Weapons
School and test bases.

Because of this, active
duty F-15 maintainers and
pilots may spend most of
their careers on extended

The 173rd Fighter Wing F-15 Eagle command jet taxis to the runway in preparation for a
training mission at Kingsley Field, Klamath Falls, Ore. May 28. The 173rd Fighter Wing
is the sole F-15C training base for the United States Air Force and is set to expand its
mission this fall with the introduction of active duty personnel with a Total Force Initiative.

Oregon officer awarded as
Air Guard’s top clinical dentist

173rd Fighter Wing receives 2013
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award

September 30, 2013.

Story by Master Sgt. Jennifer Shirar, 173rd Fighter Wing Public Affairs

KINGSLEY FIELD, Ore. — The Air National Guard named the 173rd Fighter
Wing a recipient of the 2013 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award for exceptional
meritorious service and outstanding achievement from October 1, 2011 to

“This award is recognition of the exceptional efforts from our Airmen last year;
the combined efforts of individual Airmen across the wing culminated in the wing
successfully exceeding its mission goals,” said Col. Jeremy Baenen, 173rd FW
commander. “However, it is more than meeting mission objectives — I believe
it was the recognition of Airmen going above and beyond, which was the real
determining factor,” he continued.

The award recognizes multiple wing accomplishments across the time period.

Maj. Paul Anderson (right), a 173rd Fighter Wing dentist, accepts his award for top
clinical dentist in the entire Air National Guard, April 6, at Kingsley Field, in Klamath
Falls, Ore. Anderson distinguished himself through a number of achievements
including averaging 93-percent readiness across the board at Kingsley Field, and
contributing to the wing’s top medical readiness statistics in 2013.

Story and photo by Tech. Sgt. Jefferson Thompson, 173rd Fighter Wing Public Affairs

KINGSLEY FIELD, Ore. — Maj. Paul Anderson, a 173rd Fighter Wing
dentist, was named top clinical dentist for the entire Air National Guard for 2013
and was presented his award in a ceremony at Kingsley Field, April 6.

His accomplishments helped the 173rd garner the top spot in individual medical
readiness across the Air National Guard and even, at one point, the Department
of Defense in May 2013.

He led a 20-member team during an exercise called ‘Hope of Martin’ in Martin,
Tenn., where they provided free dental care to those unable to afford it on their
own as a part of Innovative Readiness Training. During this exercise, Anderson
and his joint team of 130 Navy and Air National Guard troops served more than
2,000 patients, with more than 4,000 procedures completed at an estimated value
of $300,000 in medical services.

Anderson was also selected for being generous with his time as evidenced

by his mentorship of 25 dental students currently attending Oregon Institute of

Technology.
When he is not on military status with the 173rd Fighter Wing, Anderson is a
clinical dentist with the Veteran’s Affairs Outpatient Clinic in White City, Ore.

They include the 173rd Maintenance Group exceeding the mission capable rate
of the combat air force, the 173rd Operations Group flying more hours than any
other ANG unit, and flying more than 60,000 hours without a Class “A” incident.
Additionally, the award recognizes the 173rd FW’s work in the Public-Public
Public-Private (P4) process, as well as the flawless execution of more than 4,700
flying hours, training more than 87 student pilots, and supporting the Global War
on Terror with multiple deployments.

“It takes the entire wing to make our mission a success,” said Baenen. “Every
Airmen, contractor, and civilian employee should be immensely proud of our
accomplishments.”

According to the Air Force Personnel Center, the Air Force Outstanding Unit
Award is awarded by the Secretary of the Air Force to numbered units that have
distinguished themselves through exceptional meritorious service or outstanding
achievement, which clearly sets the unit above and apart from similar units.

All members assigned to the 173rd FW during the award timeframe are
authorized to wear the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award (AFOUA) ribbon.

“I’m so proud of how our Airmen responded in the face of unprecedented
challenges and remained focused on the mission. They overcome these challenges
and are a key contributor to maintaining America’s air superiority,” added Baenen.
“This is a great accomplishment and something to be celebrated.”

Established in 1954, the AFOUA was the first independent Air Force
decoration; up to that point Air Force personnel had been awarded Army
decorations.
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Air Guard STARBASE Program goes beyond ordinary science education

Story and photo by Tech. Sgt. John Hughel,
142nd Fighter Wing Public Affairs

PORTLAND, Ore. —1t’s a typical group
of fifth graders; kids enthusiastically raising
their hands to answer questions from the
teacher, as a few begin shouting out the
answer before called upon.

Yet, the situation and subject is not the
normal classroom setting with playgrounds
and lunchrooms in the building. At
STARBASE Portland, the kids can see
F-15 Eagles taking off from their classroom
window and can program robots made from
Legos.

With the emphasis for science and
engineering education growing nationally,
organizers say the need for this 20-year-old
program has never been more pertinent.
The 25-hour STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) curriculum
is taught over five-days and is aligned with
national and state common core education
standards for math and science.

The kids at STARBASE Portland this
particular week were from Chief Joseph-
Ockley Green Elementary School in
Portland, Ore. The group was working on a
chemistry experiment as they studied warm
and cool compound reactions.

“This program is an amazing way to open
kid’s eyes,” said Molly Chun, the school’s
principal.

The Oregon STARBASE program
has two locations; one at the Portland
Air National Guard Base and another at
Kingsley Field, in Klamath Falls, Ore. The
two programs have been serving more than
40 Oregon schools each year (about 2,000
fourth and fifth graders annually) since
1993.

Chun has been an educator for more
than 34 years and is in her first year as the
principal at Chief Joseph-Ockley Green.
When she discovered the STARBASE
program at the Portland Air National Guard
Base, she quickly saw the impact it was
making with her fifth grade students.

“The work is hands-on and is meaningful
because right away they (the kids) get it,”
she said. “The learning is taking them out
of their normal element and allowing them
to comprehend STEM education in a fun
and meaningful way.”

Recent  National = Assessment  of
Educational Progress (NAEP) scores of
Oregon students revealed that only 34
percent of fourth grade students and 35
percent of eighth graders tested above the
proficient levels in science.

The key is to engage the students and
create an interest in STEM careers and to
fill the void of qualified applicants for many
Oregon companies.

“Getting kids out from behind the desk
and setting ‘that hook’ early in their lives
for this kind of learning and this subject is
what makes this program at STARBASE so
outstanding,” said Chun.

The interaction and hands-on approach
creates an atmosphere of enthusiasm, not
only for the youth but for their teachers
as well, Chun said. As the kids engage in
experiments, their teachers also participate
in the learning.

Andrew Jaquiss, a teacher for more
than 18 years, has attended STARBASE
Portland countless times over the years
with his students. He watched as his class
engaged in a STARBASE technology
lesson on robotics. This is his first year
teaching at Chief Joseph-Ockley Green.

“I love this program, it is great because it
really excites the students,” he said.

The positive approach to science
combined with five full days out of the
daily classroom while at STARBASE
fosters new understandings and approaches
to learning.

“The equipment at our school does not
even begin to compare to what the kids
have here at STARBASE,” said Jaquiss.
“For these Kkids, science has now been
turned into a fun activity.”

Because the setting of the STARBASE
program is on the Portland Air National
Guard Base, students are also introduced to

Camp Withycombe hosts Skills

Story and photos by
Sgt. 1st Class April Davis,
Oregon Military Department Public Affairs

CLACKAMAS, Ore. — The Oregon
Army  National Guard’s 3670th
Maintenance Company hosted the annual
Skills USA State Leadership and Skills
Conference at Camp Withycombe, in
Clackamas, Ore., April 25-26.

Skills USA is a partnership of students,
teachers and industries working together
to prepare youth for the workforce. It is
a national nonprofit organization serving
teachers, high school and college students
who are preparing for careers in trade,
technical and skilled service occupations,
including health occupations.

“We are proud to partner with the Oregon
National Guard and very appreciative of
their hospitality to host us here at Camp

Withycombe,” said Teresa Mankin,
Skills USA state director. “This facility
is amazing and the Guard has been very
accommodating.

“All of the Soldiers have been really
great to work with,” Mankin continued.

Youth from high schools throughout the
state converged on Camp Withycombe
to attend workshops and test their skills
in job-related competitions. Competitive
events included everything from delivering
speeches, technical drafting, animation,
digital photography and video, to carpentry,
welding fabrication, automotive repair,
electronic technology, and culinary arts.

“These guys are doing great,” said Staff
Sgt. Stephanie Schloesser, of 3670th Maint.
Co., during the culinary arts competition.
“Some of their dishes are very well-
prepared and delicious.”

Oregon Army National Guard Soldiers

Oregon Army National Guard Spc. Jessica Gardner (left), a cook with the 3670th
Maintenance Company, judges dishes prepared by high school students during the
culinary arts competition at the Skills USA State Leadership and Skills Conference at

Camp Withycombe, April 25.

Jon Dyer, a State of Oregon forensic scientist, gives detailed instructions on a fingerprint
experiment to students from Chief Joseph-Ockley Green Elementary School at the Portland
Air National Guard Base, in Portland, Ore. The Oregon Air National Guard’s STARBASE
program teaches math and science to about 2,000 Oregon students each year.

the positive role models who work on the
installation.

Uniformed Airmen often lead tours to
showcase leading edge technology ranging
from the science of flight to the use of robots
for the removal of explosive ordinance.
Seeing technology used outside of the
textbook keeps the knowledge tangible.

On the fifth and final day at STARBASE
Portland for the Chief Joseph-Ockley
Green students, they have a class in
forensic science given by Jon Dyer, a crime
lab technician for the State of Oregon. He
brings in real life tools that are used in the
field for the students to use for a fingerprint
testing experiment.

“Teaching science to kids is something |
really love doing,” said Dyer.

With more 13 years of experience in
the field, he mixes in real life stories with
a high-energy approach as he instructs
the group to carefully examine their own
fingerprint samples.

“What do you see when you inspect the

print? Do you think that both of your thumb
prints look the same?” he asks.

He says he gets excited to see the kids
connect not only to science but to each
other.

“This is a kinetic experience and what I
want the kids to know is that you don’t have
to be a genius to be a scientist,” said Dyer.

The work he does is voluntary, yet it
allows him to learn something new each
time he gives a class at STARBASE.

“The program is awesome and when I
see kids get enthusiastic about science that
keeps me excited as a scientist,” he said.

Overall the STARBASE program
promotes  creative  approaches  to
learning. It allows students to see how
science, technology, engineering and
math knowledge are used in practical
applications.

“These Kids really need to see how this
kind of learning is used beyond a text
book,” said Chun. “The real world now
becomes their classroom.”

USA youth job skills conference

served as observers and judges
for several of the competitions
related to their job skill in the
Army. For example, Army
cooks served as judges for
the culinary arts events and
Army mechanics served as
judges for automotive service
technology.

“I’ve really enjoyed
working with the students,”
said Staff Sgt. Brian Barrett,
of 3670th Maint. Co., during
the  automotive  service
competition. “We are not

really teaching them because
they came here to compete
and should already know what
to do, but they’re still learning
a lot from it (the experience).”

The Oregon Army National Guard’s
Recruiting and Retention Battalion
provided a rock wall, and obstacle course
for the youth to take advantage of during
breaks between events. Several recruiters
spoke with the high school students about
the different types of careers available in
the National Guard.

“This is a great recruiting event for us to
support and introduce motivated teenagers
to the job opportunities in the Guard,” said
Sgt. 1st Class Josh Searcy, of the Oregon
Army National Guard’s Recruiting and
Retention Battalion. “They are perfect
candidates because they are already
interested in jobs skills that we offer.”

The top students in each category at the
state competition went on to compete in
the National Skills USA competition in
Kansas City, June 23-27.

For more information on the Skills
USA program visit their website at http://
skillsusaoregon.org.

Oregon Army National Guard Staff Sgt. Alec Campbell,
of the 3670th Maint. Co., judges the welding fabrication
competition at the Skills USA State Leadership and Skills
Conference at Camp Withycombe, April 26.

Oregon Army National Guard Spc. Igor
Bondar, a mechanic with the 3670th
Maint. Co., observes a high school student
during the automotive electrical systems
diagnotics competition at the Skills USA
State Leadership and Skills Conference at
Camp Withycombe, April 26.
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Oregon National Guard units of World
War II consisted of the 123rd Observation
Squadron, the 249th Coast Artillery, and
the 41st Infantry Division.

More than a year before the attack on
Pearl Harbor, the 41st Infantry Division
was one of only four National Guard
infantry divisions activated for federal
service on September 16, 1940. The
41st Infantry Division was made up of
units from Oregon, Washington, Idaho
and Montana and was considered the
best National Guard infantry division in
the United States at the time. President
Roosevelt felt there might be a possibility
that the United States may have to take
action, so he prepared by activating four
National Guard infantry divisions.

The 41st Infantry Division mobilized
and moved to Camp Murray, near Fort
Lewis, Wash., for training. They then
moved to Camp Roberts, in California, for
large unit training maneuvers.

The 4l1st returned to Camp Murray,
known by the men as “Camp Swampy”,
until the attack on Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941. Immediately following
the attack, the 41st was called to protect
the Northwest coastline along Oregon
and Washington from the possibility of
Japanese invasion. The United States was
sure that the Japanese would continue
from Pearl Harbor and attack the West
Coast, so the 41st was sent to be the first
line of defense. The 41st was relieved of

Remembering Oregon’s service during World War |l

Soldiers of the 162nd Infantry Regiment aboard a DUKW “duck” amphibious truck head

for the beaches of Biak Island off the northwest coast of New Guinea, June 8, 1944. A

major airfield was the 41st Infantry Division’s objective. The 162nd and 186th Infantry
Regiments endured a bloody campaign to secure that island. As the Oregonians pushed
toward Mokmer Airdrome, they encountered heavy resistance.

Instead there were 10,000 reinforced by
an additional 2,000 well-trained Japanese
soldiers. This was the first battle of the
Pacific where the Japanese used a new
strategy of letting the Americans land
relatively unopposed, then fought from
well-fortified cave locations. Biak was
also the first tank-to-tank battle in the
Pacific. The 41st used Sherman tanks to
quickly defeat the Japanese Ha-Go tanks.

Elements of the 41st, primarily the 162nd
Infantry Regiment, remained in contact
with the enemy for 76 consecutive days.
After a chance to recover, the 41st joined
General Douglas MacArthur in his quest
to return to the Philippines. The division’s
186th  Infantry Regiment assaulted

Palawan Island while
the rest of the division
landed on Mindanao and
captured Zamboanga City
and Caldera Point. The
41st took out Japanese
resistance throughout
the southern Philippines
until hostilities ended in
August 1945.

The division went on
to occupation duty in
the Hiroshima district of
Japan and was inactivated
on December 31, 1945

Soldiers of the 186th Infantry Regiment during the battle for
Palawan on the Philippine Islands, February 28, 1945.

its shoreline duty and quickly mobilized
for overseas duty, becoming the first
complete American division sent overseas
after Pearl Harbor.

Elements of the 41st began leaving the
U.S. for Australia on March 19, 1941
with the last units arriving on May 13.
The division arrived in Australia with the
gratitude of the Australian people. The
Japanese had started bombing at Darwin
while most of the Australian forces were
off fighting the war in other countries.
The 41st trained at Camp Seymour, New
South Wales, and then trained in jungle
and amphibious warfare at Rockhampton,
Queensland. They were the first American
division trained in jungle warfare and went
on to battle in the New Guinea Campaign,
earning their nickname “The Jungleers”.

The 163rd Infantry Regiment was
the first unit of the 41st to encounter the
Japanese in Sanananda. The rest of the
41st was flown over the Owen Stanley
Mountains, a 5,000-foot high mountain
range that divided New Guinea, to fight
for the Buna-Gona airstrip where General
Douglas MacArthur would start his drive
back to the Philippines. The 41st made the
first amphibious landing at Nassau Bay in
1944 and after a brief rest continued on to
fight in Hollandia, Wakde and into Biak.

Biak was the longest and bloodiest battle
the “Jungleers” fought during WWII. Biak
was supposed to have 2,000 defenders.

at Hiro, Japan. The 41st
served a total of 45
months  overseas, the
longest overseas service
of any U.S. division. During the war, the
41st lost nearly 1,000 dead and more than
3,500 wounded. It participated in three
campaigns and ten assault landings.

Oregon’s Air National Guard was
created when the 123rd Observation
Squadron was organized in April 1941.
The squadron trained at Swan Island, in
Portland, and Grey Field, at Fort Lewis,
Wash. Wartime training changed after
the attack on Pearl Harbor. On that day,
the 123rd aircrews launched the first
combat air mission from the U.S. to look
for submarines or other enemy activity
on the Oregon and Washington coastline.
It was re-designated as the 35th Photo
Reconnaissance Squadron in August 1943
and deployed to the China-Burma-India
Theater to do photo reconnaissance.

Back home, Oregon played a unique
role during WWII. As a west coast state, it
had a greater probability to be attacked. In
June 1942, a Japanese [-25 submarine fired
17 shells at Fort Stevens in retaliation for
the Doolittle Raid. The Oregon National
Guard’s 249th Coast Artillery manned the
fort and rushed to their battle stations ready
to fire back. However, the fort commander
ordered them not to fire because he didn’t
want the Japanese to know there was a
military installation there. The backstop of
the baseball diamond was the only damage
the shells inflicted on the fort. The I-25
submarine then headed back to Japan to

pick up an airplane.

Along the Oregon coastline there
was a need to look for enemy ships and
submarines. At the Tillamook Naval
Air Station, two of largest wood-frame
buildings in the world were built to house
blimps that would patrol up and down the
Oregon and Washington coast for enemy
vessels. However, the blimps missed
spotting the I-25 submarine not once, but
twice.

The 1-25 submarine went back to
Japan and picked up a “Glen” seaplane
designed to be disassembled and put into
a submarine. It came back to the Southern
Oregon coast, surfaced, reassembled
the seaplane and catapulted it off the
submarine. The seaplane then dropped
two bombs outside of Brookings, Ore.,
in the hopes of starting a forest fire. The
1930s had been a very dry time in Oregon,
causing some large fires. The Japanese felt
that if they started a large enough forest
fire the United States would have to pull
troops back from the battle in the Pacific.
Fortunately, the 1940s saw more rain than
the previous decade.

The pilot of the seaplane, Nobuo Fujita,
then flew back to the submarine, landed
and went back to Japan. The pilot’s next
mission was to train kamikaze pilots. He
felt so bad about his role in WWII that he
came back to Brookings after the war and
presented his 400 year-old samurai sword
to the city. The samurai sword is still in the
Brookings library today.

Camp Adair, located north of Corvallis,
was used to train four infantry divisions,

three of which were created there.
More than 100,000 troops trained there,
straining the resources of the area. Those
troops moved over to do maneuvers in
Central Oregon before heading off to fight
in the war. Camp Adair was then used as a
hospital, specializing in tropical diseases
and then became a prisoner of war camp
for German and Italian POWs.

Camp Abbott, in Central Oregon, was
established as an Engineer Replacement
Training Center (ERTC), sending combat
engineers into the war. The camp’s
capacity allowed for as many as 10,000
soldiers to train there at one time. The
Great Hall at Sunriver was built as the
officer’s club at Camp Abbott. Central
Oregon also has the distinction of being
home to Rex Barber who is credited with
shooting down Admiral Yamamoto, the
architect of the attack at Pearl Harbor.

The 17th Bombardment Group, the unit
known for the Doolittle Raiders, used
Pendleton Army Airfield. The airfield was
also home to the 555th Smoke Jumper unit
known as the “Triple Nickels”, an airborne
unit assigned there to fight forest fires.

The Japanese launched 9,000 balloon
bombs into the jet stream during the war
in the hopes of sending them to the United
States to start forest fires. The balloon
bombs landed as far east as Michigan, as
far south as Mexico, and as far north as
Alaska. Forty-five of the balloon bombs
landed in Oregon. One of the balloon
bombs landed outside of Bly, Ore., where
a Sunday school teacher and five Sunday
school students came across the bomb
during a picnic after church. The explosion
killed them.

Other facilities supporting the war effort
included the Umatilla Army Depot in
Hermiston; airfields at Portland, Astoria,
Newport, North Bend and Floras Lake;
and Navy stations at Tongue Point, near
Astoria, and the Naval Air Station in
Klamath Falls.

Oregon also played a large role on
the home front with some of the largest
shipyards during WWII. The 85 shipyards
in Portland employed more than 150,000
workers, building hundreds of vessels for
the war. Many of the shipyard workers
were women who served as laborers,
helpers, welders, and warehouse workers.

For more information on Oregon’s
militaryhistory, visittheHistorical Outreach
Foundation at www.historicaloutreach.
com or the Oregon Military Museum at
www.oregonmilitarymuseum.org

All veterans are encouraged to add their
stories to the Veterans’ Legacy database at
www.veteranslegacies.com.

WWII Memorial dedicated in Salem

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class April Davis, Oregon Military Department Public Affairs

Al Gray, a U.S. Army veteran of WWII, visits with other veterans following the
dedication ceremony for the Oregon WWII Memorial at Willson Park in Salem, Ore.,
June 6. Nearly 1,000 Oregon veterans, families and friends gathered at Willson
Park for the dedication. According to the Historical Outreach Foundation, of the
152,000 Oregonians who served during WWII, an estimated 20,000 are still alive
today and 3,772 are recorded as having paid the ultimate sacrifice during the war.






