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Troop project work on South Post
Soldiers with the Army Reserve’s 389th Engineer Battalion of Dubuque, 
Iowa, move a piece of aluminum siding to be place on a building on South 
Post on June 21 at Fort McCoy. The work is part of a troop project at Camp 
Courage placing new metal siding on several buildings. The battalion is 
staying at the camp while completing the work. Fort McCoy Troops Proj-
ects Coordinator Larry Morrow with the Fort McCoy Directorate of Public 
Works said  Morrow also said completing these projects are very important 
because the engineer troops get the training they need, and the post bene-
fits from the work getting done to improve Fort McCoy training ranges and 
quality-of-life programs. See more about this project in the July 8 edition 
of The Real McCoy. Also see related coverage at: https://www.dvidshub.net/
news/423231/engineers-hone-vertical-and-horizontal-skills.

Hundreds celebrate 
Army’s 247th birthday

BY SCOTT T. STURKOL
Public Affairs Staff

Fort McCoy was among many installations around 
the world to celebrate the U.S. Army’s 247th birthday 
June 14.

Led by Fort McCoy’s Directorate of  Family and 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation (DFMWR), the in-
stallation held a wide variety of  activities in honor 
of  the day. 

Events included the Army Birthday 5k Run/2-
Mile Walk at Rumpel Fitness Center that also includ-
ed a breakfast for participants and spectators. There 
also was the Army Birthday Ceremony and Lunch 
at McCoy’s Community Center where hundreds of  
people received a free lunch and cake, and the 204th 
Army Band entertained the audience with many 
popular songs.

Hundreds of  people also received an Army birth-
day T-shirt highlighting the day as well, said Christie 
B. Clark, sponsorship and advertising coordinator 
with Fort McCoy DFMWR.

DFMWR also had a free HyperBowling Hyperac-
tive Game from 4 to 6 p.m. — also at McCoy’s Com-
munity Center, Clarke said. DFMWR also provided 

free automatic car washes at the MWR Car Wash 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

The 2022 celebration was the largest since 2019. 

Photo by Scott T. Sturkol

The cake for the 2022 Army Birthday Celebra-
tion is cut June 14 at McCoy’s Community Cen-
ter at Fort McCoy.

(See BIRTHDAY, Page 3)

UH-60 crews hold live-hoist training
STORY & PHOTOS BY 
SCOTT T. STURKOL
Public Affairs Staff

Dozens of  Soldiers with the 
1st Battalion, 147th Aviation Reg-
iment (1-147) of  the Wisconsin 
National Guard, through use of  
several UH-60 Blackhawk heli-
copters, held live-hoist training at 
Big Sandy Lake on June 7 at Fort 
McCoy.

This training included hoist-
ing up simulated victims treading 
water with a basket into the heli-
copter. The practice was repeated 
many times over to give operators 
as much practice as possible.

“Live-hoist (operation) is a 
critical skill for our medical evac-
uation aircraft,” said Maj. Donald 
Graham, administrative and ex-
ecutive officer with the 1-147th. 
“The size, shape, slope of  terrain 
in rescue scenarios can often pre-
vent an aircraft from landing safe-
ly. The hoist allows our crews to 
lower a medic in restrictive land-
ing areas to provide immediate 
medical care, then safely extract 
injured persons for transport. It’s 
a highly technical task that crews 
must train on regularly to remain 
proficient.”

Graham added that the train-

ing is critical because the unit has 
supported many real-world rescue 
situations using the live-hoist ca-
pabilities on their UH-60 Black 

Hawk helicopters.
“Wisconsin Army National 

Guard aircrews have conducted 
three live-hoist rescue missions of  
injured or stranded individuals in 
recent years,” Graham said. “Two 
were off  steep, rocky slopes and 
one over a marsh under night-vi-
sion goggle conditions.”

Graham also mentioned that 
the training capability Fort Mc-
Coy offers at Big Sandy Lake is 
significant for the unit to be able 
to do the training.

“The proximity of  the Sparta/
McCoy Airport to Big Sandy Lake 
allows us to use multiple aircraft 
and provide training to several 
crews in a short time period while 
also offering a unique experience 
for Soldiers from other units 
training on post,” Graham said.

In addition to the live-hoist 
training, crews and Soldiers with 
the 1-147th held many other 
types of  training and supported 
Wisconsin National Guard train-
ing during the first two weeks of  
June. 

The 1-147th was set up with 
numerous Black Hawks and sup-
port equipment and personnel at 
the Sparta-Fort McCoy Airport 
throughout the two weeks as well 

(See HOIST, Page 4)

An aircrew operates a UH-60 
Black Hawk helicopter for live-
hoist training at Big Sandy 
Lake on June 7 at Fort McCoy.

https://HOME.ARMY.MIL/MCCOY
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423231/engineers-hone-vertical-and-horizontal-skills
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423231/engineers-hone-vertical-and-horizontal-skills
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STORY & PHOTO BY SCOTT T. STURKOL
Public Affairs Staff

Since the start of  2022, Fort McCoy has been working to up-
grade its electrical system to a more modern system.

In January and subsequent months, workers and linemen with 
contractors and energy provider Xcel Energy have worked at Fort 
McCoy on improving the system, said Brandon Gronau with the 
Fort McCoy Directorate of  Public Works Operations and Main-
tenance Division Energy Branch.

“We — Fort McCoy and Xcel — are in the process of  chang-
ing from a Delta Electrical System to a Wye Electrical System,” 
Gronau said in January. “The basics of  that is just how the system 
is wired. Wye is a three-phase electrical system that uses a wire 
for each electrical leg and a separate neutral wire. Delta is also a 
three-phase, but uses one of  the legs as the neutral so it only has 
three wires.”

Gronau said the energy provider wanted to do this because 
they are the installation’s electrical privatization contractor, and 
they own all of  the electrical infrastructure on post.

“Delta can be an unreliable system and is outdated,” Gronau 
said. “We are the only Delta system that Xcel has in the state, so 
in order to standardize all of  their equipment they made the deci-
sion to change us over, too.”

In May and June, as part of  the same upgrade, contractors have 
been busy installing underground electrical lines throughout the 
post.

“This is just a continuation of  the work,” Gronau said. “It’s 
part of  the change from overhead to underground electric and 
the switch to the Wye system. Work like the underground line 
installation will probably be going on out here for (awhile) as we 
go through this.”

In January when the system change was announced, Gronau 
said the change is good for the installation — especially for the 
future.

“Fort McCoy’s part in this is resiliency,” Gronau said. “Because 
Xcel is changing everything anyway, we decided that we wanted to 
move all of  our overhead electrical that is inside the cantonment 
area underground as part of  our move to making Fort McCoy 

Work to upgrade post’s power grid to a Wye Electrical System continues

more energy resilient. So it just makes sense to do it all at the same 
time. We opted to only do the cantonment area, so they were re-
placing the poles on South Post to upgrade the infrastructure to 
support the change.”

Work on the grid upgrades will continue during 2022 and be-

yond, Gronau said.
Learn more about Fort McCoy online at https://home.army.

mil/mccoy, on the Defense Visual Information Distribution 
System at https://www.dvidshub.net/fmpao, on Facebook by 
searching “ftmccoy,” and on Twitter by searching “usagmccoy.”

Contractors install underground power lines May 26 on the cantonment area at Fort McCoy. The work is part of an ongoing 
upgrade to Fort McCoy’s electrical system.

Contributed photos

Airdrop training 
at Badger Drop Zone
(All photos) Airmen with the 133rd Airlift Wing of the 
Minnesota National Guard conduct airdrop training op-
erations June 14 at Badger Drop Zone at Fort McCoy, 
Wis. 

The military doctrine behind airdrops is to use para-
chutes to deliver loads to the ground from aircraft, such 
as heavy equipment, Container Delivery Systems, and 
personnel. This delivery method allows rapid insertion 
of combat forces to numerous target areas.

The 133rd regularly holds training like this at Fort Mc-
Coy.

See more coverage at: https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423077/work-upgrade-fort-mccoys-power-grid-wye-electrical-system-con-
tinues.

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423077/work-upgrade-fort-mccoys-power-grid-wye-electrical-system-conti
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423077/work-upgrade-fort-mccoys-power-grid-wye-electrical-system-conti
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The 2020 and 2021 celebrations were scaled 
back due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“All events were free and open to the entire 
Fort McCoy community,” Clark said.

DFMWR Director Patric McGuane opened 
the birthday ceremony at McCoy’s. He welcomed 
everyone to the celebration and was thankful for 
all the organizations and businesses that helped 
sponsor the birthday celebration.

“A special thank you to all our sponsors,” Mc-
Guane said. “Without you all of  this would not 
have been possible today.”

History shows the U.S. Army was founded on 
June 14, 1775, when the Continental Congress 
authorized enlistment of  riflemen to serve the 
colonies for one year. 

The June 14 date is when Congress adopted 
“the American Continental Army” after reach-
ing a consensus position in The Committee 
of  the Whole. The record, according to Army 
history, indicates only that Congress undertook 
to raise 10 companies of  riflemen, approved 
an enlistment form for them, and appointed a 
committee to draft rules and regulations for the 
government of  the Army.

Fort McCoy Garrison Deputy Command-
er Lt. Col. Chad Maynard also provided some 
welcoming remarks and reviewed the Army’s 
history.

“Thanks to all of  the DFMWR team and all 
the sponsors for supporting this event,” May-
nard said. 

And the Army has grown over 247 years, 

BIRTHDAY______________________________________from Page 1
Maynard said. From a rag-tag group of  Soldiers 
in the Continental Army to the Army of  today.

“And now we are part of  the strongest mili-
tary of  all time, and I am proud to be a part of  
that,” he said.

Gen. James C. McConville, the 40th Chief  
of  Staff  of  the U.S. Army, wrote on his official 
Facebook page June 14 about the Army birth-
day and those who he serves with in the Army. 
McConville visited Fort McCoy in August 2021.

“America’s U.S. Army celebrates its 247th 
Birthday today, and I could not be more proud 
of  what our Soldiers have done in support of  
this great nation,” the post states. “It is truly an 
honor to serve alongside you all. Happy Birth-
day United States Army!”

See additional coverage and photos at:
-ht tps:/ /www.dvidshub.net/news/423290/

hund reds -ce leb ra te -a rmys -247 th -b i r t h -
day-during-fort-mccoy-celebration

- https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423363/photo-
essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-
fort-mccoy-part

- https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423364/photo-
essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-
fort-mccoy-part-ii

- https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423622/photo-
essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-
fort-mccoy-part-iii

- https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423636/photo-
essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-
fort-mccoy-part-iv

- https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423637/photo-
essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-
fort-mccoy-part-v.

Contributed photo

Participants take off from the starting line June 14 in front of Rumpel Fitness Center during the Army Birthday 5k Run and Walk at Fort McCoy. The 5k was part of many events coordi-
nated by the Fort McCoy Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation to commemorate the 247th birthday of the U.S. Army at Fort McCoy.

Photo by Scott T. Sturkol

Members of the 204th Army Band play a song selection June 14 at McCoy’s Community 
Center during the Army Birthday Celebration that not only included entertainment by the 
band but also a free lunch, and more.

Photo by Scott T. Sturkol

Fort McCoy community members enjoy a free breakfast June 14 outdoors near Rumpel Fitness Cen-
ter as part of the post 2022 Army Birthday Celebration.

Photo by Scott T. Sturkol

Fort McCoy community members get a free lunch June 14 at McCoy’s Commu-
nity Center as part of the post 2022 Army Birthday Celebration.

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423290/hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-during-fort-mccoy-celeb
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423290/hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-during-fort-mccoy-celeb
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423290/hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-during-fort-mccoy-celeb
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423363/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423363/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423363/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423364/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423364/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423364/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423622/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423622/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423622/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423636/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423636/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423636/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423637/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423637/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423637/photo-essay-hundreds-celebrate-armys-247th-birthday-fort-mccoy-
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completing annual training.
The 1-147th and its UH-60s regularly support 

training operations at Fort McCoy as well as sup-
porting distinguished visitor flying operations.

According to the Army fact sheet for the 
Black Hawk, its mission is to provide air assault, 
general support, aeromedical evacuation, com-
mand and control, and special operations sup-
port to combat, stability, and support operations.

The UH-60 also is the Army’s utility tactical 
transport helicopter. The versatile helicopter has 
enhanced the overall mobility of  the Army due 
to dramatic improvements in troop capacity and 
cargo lift capability over the years as well.

Now in its fourth decade of  service, the Black 
Hawk was developed as a result of  the Army’s 
requirement in 1972 for a simple, robust, and 
reliable utility helicopter system to satisfy pro-
jected air-mobile requirements around the globe.

Named after Native American war chief  and 
leader of  the Sauk tribe in the Midwest, Black 
Hawk, the first UH-60A was accepted by the 
Army in 1978, and entered service in 1979 when 
it was delivered to aviation components of  the 
101st and 82nd Airborne Divisions.

Since that time, the Black Hawk has accumu-

HOIST_____________________________________________from Page 1
lated more than 9 million total fleet hours and 
has supported Soldiers in every major contin-
gency operation the Army has executed, includ-
ing Grenada, Panama, Iraq, Somalia, the Balkans, 
Afghanistan, and throughout the Middle East.

Over the years, the helicopter has been modi-
fied and upgraded to support evolving missions 
and roles, including mine laying, medical evacua-
tion, and special operations.

Fort McCoy’s motto is to be the “Total Force 
Training Center.” 

Located in the heart of  the upper Midwest, 
Fort McCoy is the only U.S. Army installation 
in Wisconsin.

The installation has provided support and 
facilities for the field and classroom training of  
more than 100,000 military personnel from all 
services nearly every year since 1984.

See more coverage at:
- https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423466/

wisconsin-guard-uh-60-soldiers-hold-live-hoist-
medical-evacuation-training-fort-mccoy

- https://www.dvidshub.net/news/422662/
photo-essay-wisconsin-national-guards-1st-
battalion-147th-aviation-regiment-crews-hold-
live-hoist-training-fort-mccoy

A simulated evacuation victim is lifted in a basket June 7 at Big Sandy Lake as part of live-
hoist, medical evacuation training at Fort McCoy.

(Above and right) Black Hawk crew members hoist up a simulated victim in a basket June 7 at Big Sandy Lake on 
South Post. (Below) A boat driver moves a boat back to shore June 7 after dropping off people in the lake who are 
serving as simulated victims to be hoisted by Black Hawk crews.

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423466/wisconsin-guard-uh-60-soldiers-hold-live-hoist-medical-evacuati
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423466/wisconsin-guard-uh-60-soldiers-hold-live-hoist-medical-evacuati
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423466/wisconsin-guard-uh-60-soldiers-hold-live-hoist-medical-evacuati
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/422662/photo-essay-wisconsin-national-guards-1st-battalion-147th-aviat
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/422662/photo-essay-wisconsin-national-guards-1st-battalion-147th-aviat
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/422662/photo-essay-wisconsin-national-guards-1st-battalion-147th-aviat
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/422662/photo-essay-wisconsin-national-guards-1st-battalion-147th-aviat
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Army Reserve engineer company continues work on earth-moving for troop project
STORY & PHOTO BY SCOTT T. STURKOL
Public Affairs Staff

Soldiers with the Army Reserve’s 372nd Engineer Company 
“moved a mountain” during training in May 2022 as part of  an 
ongoing troop construction project just outside the cantonment 
area fence at Fort McCoy, Wis.

The project work is located in an area of  land near the old Gate 
20 and Improved Tactical Training Base Liberty and the canton-
ment area fence, said Larry Morrow, troops projects coordinator 
with the Fort McCoy Directorate of  Public Works (DPW).

The site plan is to make it into a base operations support site 
for installation service con-tractors, such as facility maintenance, 
roads and grounds, solid waste, custodial, pest management, and 
more, Morrow said.

DPW Operations and Maintenance Division Chief  Nate 
Sobojinski said DPW is combining all of  its service contractors in 
one location near commercial gate access to keep suppliers from 
having to drive around post bringing supplies to various locations.

While the post is developing this site for base operations sup-
port contractors, Sobojinski said a lot of  material can be taken 
from the site in the future for other projects.

“We will have ample material to use the site as a borrow fill 
site,” Sobojinski said. “This site allows easy access for North Post 
range work and other project areas.”

Morrow said the site work is mainly moving out organic ma-
terial, such as tree stumps and vegetation, and then developing it 
further from there.

Work will continue to be ongoing in the entire area, Morrow 
said. “We really appreciate having units coming in to help with 
troop projects like this,” he said.

Morrow also said completing these projects is very important.
“If  we didn’t have these projects, many troops wouldn’t get the 

training they need, and the post wouldn’t benefit from the work 
they do to improve Fort McCoy training ranges and quality-of-life 
programs,” Morrow said.

Learn more about Fort McCoy online at https://home.army.

mil/mccoy, on the Defense Visual Information Distribution 
System at https://www.dvidshub.net/fmpao, on Facebook by 
searching “ftmccoy,” and on Twitter by searching “usagmccoy.”

Also try downloading the Digital Garrison app to your smart-
phone and set “Fort McCoy” or another installation as your pre-
ferred base.

A Soldier with the Army Reserve’s 372nd Engineer Company moves earth with a bulldozer May 16 as part of an ongoing 
troop construction project just outside the cantonment area fence at Fort McCoy. The project work is located in an area of 
land near the old Gate 20 and Improved Tactical Training Base Liberty and the cantonment area fence.

Photo by Scott T. Sturkol

Rainy day convoy
Soldiers at Fort McCoy for training drive their trucks in a convoy on a rainy morning June 8 at Fort McCoy. This group of troops were among thousands training at the installation in 
June. In early June, many Soldiers with the Wisconsin National Guard and the Illinois National Guard completed training on post. See more at: https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423734/
photo-essay-rainy-day-convoy-fort-mccoy.

See more coverage at: https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423066/army-reserve-engineer-company-soldiers-continue-work-earth-mov-
ing-troop-project-fort-mccoy.

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423734/photo-essay-rainy-day-convoy-fort-mccoy
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423734/photo-essay-rainy-day-convoy-fort-mccoy
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423066/army-reserve-engineer-company-soldiers-continue-work-earth-movi
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423066/army-reserve-engineer-company-soldiers-continue-work-earth-movi
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Mechanics from military police units turn wrenches during Operation Platinum Wrench
STORY & PHOTOS BY SGT. 1ST CLASS CLINTON WOOD
88th Readiness Division Public Affairs

The Army Reserve Soldiers who support military police (MP) 
units, specifically mechanics, had the opportunity to hone their 
skills during Operation Platinum Wrench (OPW) at the 88th 
Readiness Division-operated Draw Yard at Fort McCoy from 
June 13-16 and June 20-23. 

Operation Platinum Wrench provides mechanics, including 
power generation equipment repairmen, in the division’s foot-
print the chance to be trained by civilian contractors on their 
skills. These mechanics could repair anything from vehicles that 
broke down en route to Fort McCoy to vehicles that give out in 
the field during the unit’s annual training. Military police compa-
nies from three battalions participated in the first OPW rotation 
and MP companies from two other battalions partook in the op-
eration on the second rotation.

The numbers of  service members enrolled in OPW keep in-
creasing. There are 218 scheduled through Aug. 30 compared to 
179 for all the calendar year 2021 when COVID-19 restrictions 
were in place, said Maj. Jason Sabish, officer in charge of  the 
Draw Yard. “We intend to capture more attendees,” he said.

Sgt. 1st Class Ronald Currigan, senior maintenance adviser for 
the brigade, said OPW is allowing his Soldiers to get the opportu-
nity to learn their military occupational specialties in more detail. 
One example is performing annual services on vehicles which in-
clude changing all the filters to troubleshooting a Humvee water 
pump or electrical system malfunction.

Currigan, whose first OPW was with a maintenance compa-
ny as a Troop Program Unit Soldier several years ago, said his 
Soldiers are enjoying having the ability to work in a maintenance 
shop and “turning wrenches.” “They’re learning skills that are also 
perishable,” said Currigan, who has been an Active Guard Re-
serve Soldier since 2007.

For Sgt. Chad Milander, a wheeled vehicle mechanic assigned 
to the 79th Military Police Company, Wabasha, Minn., and a mil-
itary technician at Area Maintenance Support Activity-155, Eau 
Claire, Wis., participating in OPW is nothing new for him. He 
has been in the Reserve for 18 years and trained at OPW most 
of  those years.

He said what he has witnessed at OPW is how more electron-
ics have been added to vehicles. “It is more challenging now be-
cause there are a lot of  things that can go wrong,” he said.

Milander as a veteran mechanic who is an Automotive Service 
Excellence- certified master technician, challenges his Soldiers by 
pairing up a wheeled vehicle mechanic and a non-vehicle mechan-
ic to form a team. 

“I don’t want them to be uncomfortable but at the same time 
ensure one is learning from the other and they are learning basic 
leadership skills and how to get along,” said Milander.

Spc. Mark Toschlog, a utilities equipment repairman assigned 
to the 377th Military Police Company, Cincinnati, was one of  
these Soldiers who was being cross trained. As a former heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning technician, he said he was knowl-
edgeable when it came to repairing generators.

“This (OPW) is very nice for me because of  the cross train-
ing,” said Toschlog. 

“I learned about the Humvee’s hydraulic system and the loca-
tion of  the transmission filter. It’s very beneficiary and a lot of  
knowledge can be obtained.”

When it comes to knowledge obtained, Spc. Umuhani Abdul-
lahi, a power-generation equipment repairer from Kenya, having 
the opportunity to repair a generator was motivational after serv-
ing two-and-half  years in the Reserve and not having the oppor-
tunity to repair one. 

It took her and a fellow Soldier two hours to change the ex-
haust in a 3KW military diesel generator but that did not bother 
her. “It is amazing because now I know I can do that next time,” 
Abdullahi, who just graduated with a criminal justice degree from 
the University of  Cincinnati, said. “I’m loving it.”

She said before OPW, all she knew how to do with generators 
was change the oil. She is the only generator mechanic at her unit.

When asked how OPW has increased her readiness, she re-
plied, “I am feeling pretty confident with maintaining a genera-
tor.”

Another way that OPW is increasing readiness is two-fold, 
said Milander. First, the vehicles at the Draw Yard with overdue 
work orders are being repaired which means more mission capa-
ble equipment is available to be signed out by units training on 
the base and second, Soldiers are returning to their units better 
trained and able to train the trainer on vehicle maintenance.

Toschlog said it best. “How are we going to maintain our 
knowledge if  we are not doing our MOS?”

The 88th Readiness Division is a tenant organization at Fort 
McCoy.

 Pvt. Benjamin Kittelson with the 102nd Military Police Company, Sheboygan, Wis., removes a Humvee’s tire during Oper-
ation Platinum Wrench on June 15 at the 88th Readiness Division Draw Yard at Fort McCoy.

Sgt. Adam Bergelin with the 102nd Military Police Company, Sheboygan, Wis., drains transmission fluid June 15from a 
Humvee in order to change the internal transmission filter during Operation Platinum Wrench at the 88th Readiness Divi-
sion Draw Yard at Fort McCoy.

See related coverage at: https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423193/mechanics-military-police-units-turn-wrenches-during-opera-
tion-platinum-wrench.

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423193/mechanics-military-police-units-turn-wrenches-during-operation-
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423193/mechanics-military-police-units-turn-wrenches-during-operation-
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300th MP Brigade holds Spartan Warrior III at Fort McCoy

Soldiers assigned to the 327th Military Police Battalion, 300th 
Military Police Brigade, 200th Military Police Command, prepare 
to breach the cell of a notional unruly detainee during a training 
session as part of the Spartan Warrior III exercise June 20 at 
Fort McCoy.

Soldiers with the 384th Military Police Battalion pull security 
during a convoy and room-clearing training exercise June 21 
as part of the Spartan Warrior III exercise at Fort McCoy.

Photos by Staff Sgt. Ryan Rayno/181st Multi-Functional Training Brigade
Soldiers with the 384th Military Police Battalion, 300th Military Police Brigade, 200th Military Police Command, pre-
pare to move from building to another during a convoy and room-clearing training exercise as part of the brigade’s 
Spartan Warrior III exercise June 21 at Fort McCoy, Wis. Spartan Warrior III training gave the 300th Military Police 
Brigade Soldiers the opportunity to practice multiple levels of military police procedures across two weeks of train-
ing throughout Fort McCoy in June.

A Soldier with the 384th Military Police Battalion pulls security during a convoy and room-clearing training exercise as 
part of Spartan Warrior III on June 21 at Fort McCoy. See related coverage at: https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/181ID.

https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/181ID


8   THE REAL MCCOY, FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 2022                              HOME.ARMY.MIL/MCCOY

NEWS

Fort McCoy volunteers were recognized at 
the Garrison Commander’s Volunteer Recogni-
tion Banquet held April 28 at McCoy’s Commu-
nity Center at Fort McCoy.

The volunteers, along with the Fort McCoy 
Army Community Service (ACS) Army Volun-
teer Corps Coordinator Lorie Retzlaff  presented 
Garrison Commander Col. Michael Poss with a 
symbolic $255,005 check for the hours volun-
teers donated from January to December 2021. 

The check represented the dollar value Fort 
McCoy volunteers extended the Army’s budget 
as a result of  their volunteer efforts. Eighty-two 
volunteers were recognized for donating 8,935 
hours of  service. The dollar value of  volunteer 
work was based on an estimated $28.54 an hour 
wage at the national level.

Attendees enjoyed a pulled pork sandwich 
meal prepared by McCoy’s Community Center. 

Poss presented volunteers with the Garri-
son Commander Certificate of  Appreciation 
for their dedication and commitment to volun-
teerism in support of  Fort McCoy’s mission as 
a member of  the Army Volunteer Corps from 
January to December 2021.

Receiving a Certificate of  Appreciation were:
Tonya Ables, Mariah Allen, Amy Anderson, 

Jordan Bamidele, Enrique Becwar, Jason Black, 
Bruce Brewer, Jerrilyn Brewer, Norb Brown, 
Gordon Bruenning, Trisha Bruenning, Karl Bug-
man, Audrey Cepeda, Courtney Daniels, Francis 
Downs, Jen Downs, Abby Duebler, Jeff  Dueb-
ler, William Easley, Rosanne Ebert, Janet Evans, 
Warren Evans, Logan Everson, Angie Faber, 
Marcus Frazee, Elijah Gilcris, Cheri Greenwood, 
Bonnie Hilt, Charles Hilt, Charlie Hilt, Isabel-
la Hilt, Dave Hirsch, Mary Hirsch-Justice, Rose 
Holland, Catherine Hutchings, Roman Janus, 

Fort McCoy recognizes, appreciates volunteers in special event

Kelly Jeter, Laurence Johns III, Bessie Kmiecik, 
Jaden Kondor, Jennifer Kondor, Jessie Kondor, 
Charles Lautermilch, Glenn Lefebude, Ann 
Mais, Cathy Malzacher, Sherry Marcellis, Lorrin 
McDonald, Keith Merten, Evan Nelson, Sierk 
Oudemans, Dean Peloquin, Andrew Poss, Brad 
Poss, Dawn Poss, Derek Poss, Nate Poss, Sarah 
Rand, Heather Raymond, Dustin Reetz, Ruth 

Reetz, John Rench, Wendy Rench, Megan Ret-
zlaff, Mike Roeske, Susan Rohlfing, Kay Schnei-
der, Theresa Simpson, Maryann Sliva, Judy 
Snively, Michael Snively, Sharon Teske, Chris 
Vetters, Lori Vetters, Courtney Volpe, Sherrie 
Waldera, Bryan Walker, Gordon Weber, Tane-
shia Wilson, Mytchell Wollin, Brad Zimmerman, 
and Mary Zink.

Twenty-four volunteers also received a Pres-
idential Volunteer Service Award. The Presi-
dent’s Council on Service and Civic Participation 
created the President’s Volunteer Service Award 
Program as a way to thank and honor Americans 
who, by their demonstrated commitment and 
example, inspire others to engage in volunteer 
service.

The volunteers receiving Presidential Volun-
teer Service Awards were:

• Gold (500-plus hours in 2021) — Karl Bug-
man, Francis Downs, and Keith Merten.

• Silver (250-499 hours in 2021) — William 
Easley, Mary Hirsch-Justice, Sherry Marcellis, 
and Michael Snively.

• Bronze (100-249 hours in 2021) — Amy 
Anderson, Norb Brown, Gordon Bruenning, 
Trisha Bruenning, Angie Faber, Dave Hirsch, 
Catherine Hutchings, Laurence Johns III, Ann 
Mais, Heather Raymond, Mike Roeske, Judy 
Snively, Chris Vetters, Lori Vetters, Courtney 
Volpe, Gordon Weber, and Brad Zimmerman.

Recognizing and honoring volunteers sets a 
standard for service to others. It encourages a 
sustained commitment to civic participation and 
inspires others to make volunteering a central 
part of  their lives.

Fort McCoy community members looking for 
an opportunity to positively impact the Garri-
son’s military community can do so by volun-
teering, which contributes in ways that have a 
lasting effect on the community’s Soldiers, Fam-
ilies and volunteers.

For more information, contact ACS about the 
volunteer program at 608-388-6507 or lorie.l.ret-
zlaff.civ@army.mil.

(Article prepared by the Fort McCoy Army 
Community Service office.)

Contributed photo

Fort McCoy Garrison Commander Col. Michael Poss (center) and Command Sgt. Maj. Ra-
quel DiDomenico (left), garrison command sergeant major, are pictured with Fort McCoy 
Army Community Service Army Volunteer Corps Coordinator Lorie Retzlaff on April 28 at 
McCoy’s Community Center at Fort McCoy, with a symbolic $255,005 check for the hours 
volunteers donated from January to December 2021 by Fort McCoy volunteers. The check 
represented the dollar value Fort McCoy volunteers extended the Army’s budget as a result 
of their volunteer efforts. Eighty-two volunteers were recognized for donating 8,935 hours 
of service. See additional coverage at: https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423423/fort-mccoy-rec-
ognizes-appreciates-volunteers-special-event.

200-plus participants endure tough obstacles in trail run event at Whitetail Ridge
BY SCOTT T. STURKOL
Public Affairs Staff

Two-hundred and fourteen people tested their physical stami-
na as they endured 14 difficult obstacles during the Fort McCoy 
Down & Dirty Trail Run on June 11 at Whitetail Ridge Ski Area 
on post.

“This was a great turnout for this event,” said Marketing Direc-
tor Liz Faber with the Directorate of  Family and Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation — the directorate that organized the event. “This 
trail run is one of  the most difficult we ever had, and the partici-
pants did great.”

The 14 obstacles were set up over a 1.5-mile course.
“The physical obstacles are hard enough to get through,” Faber 

said. “Add to that the water and mud they had to go through as 
well. It wasn’t easy.”

DFMWR staff  worked many hours to get the mud run course 
established. Faber said they wanted to get it right. This trail run 
also was the first of  its kind in several years on post due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Participants included adults and children. 
The cost to participate was $20 for adults and $15 for children 
ages 10 and under. Events such as the Down & Dirty Trail Run are 
made possible by members of  Fort McCoy’s workforce. Stephen 
Sullivan, the Chief  Financial Officer and Director for Resourc-
es, Installations, and Materiel for the Office of  the Chief  of  the 
Army Reserve, visited Fort McCoy from April 25-27 and said he 
appreciated the chance to visit the installation, and he appreciates 
the people who work at the installation making things happen.

“I would just go back to say that it’s a super welcoming place to 
come to,” Sullivan said in an end-of-visit interview. “Everyone I 
encountered across the entire trip had a positive attitude and was 
passionate about what they were doing. They’re focused on how 
they can improve the processes here at Fort McCoy.”

Any future trail runs are still to be determined. Learn more 
about DFMWR activities and programs by visiting the DFM-
WR website at https://mccoy.armymwr.com, or on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/mccoymwr.

Learn more about Fort McCoy online at https://home.
army.mil/mccoy, on the Defense Visual Information Distribu-
tion System at https://www.dvidshub.net/fmpao, on Facebook 
by searching “ftmccoy,” and on Twitter by searching “usagmc-
coy.” See additional coverage at: https://www.dvidshub.net/
news/423361/200-plus-participants-endure-tough-obstacles-
trail-run-event-fort-mccoy.

Photos by Liz Faber/Fort McCoy Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation

Participants in the Down & Dirty Trail Run navigate a water obstacle June 11 at Whitetail Ridge Ski Area.

(Above and right) Trail run participants get through mud ob-
stacles June 11 at Whitetail Ridge Ski Area.

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423423/fort-mccoy-recognizes-appreciates-volunteers-special-event
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423423/fort-mccoy-recognizes-appreciates-volunteers-special-event
https://mccoy.armymwr.com
https://www.facebook.com/mccoymwr
https://www.dvidshub.net/fmpao
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423361/200-plus-participants-endure-tough-obstacles-trail-run-event-fo
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423361/200-plus-participants-endure-tough-obstacles-trail-run-event-fo
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423361/200-plus-participants-endure-tough-obstacles-trail-run-event-fo
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Archaeological researchers use the arti-
facts they uncover during the investigation 
of  historic and prehistoric sites to tell the 
story of  those sites. One of  the most in-
teresting aspects of  investigating artifacts, 
many researchers say, is how they not only 
help tell a very local story, but are also part 
of  a much larger global story.  

An enamelware bowl was recovered by in-
vestigators with the Colorado State Univer-
sity Center for the Environmental Manage-
ment of  Military Lands (CEMML) in 2015 
and is useful to tell the story of  Ransom 
Bass, a man who lived in Angelo Township 
in the early 20th century and claimed both 
African American and Eastern Cherokee an-
cestry.  The enamelware bowl is also a part 
of  the story of  the evolution of  food prepa-
ration all over the world.

On top of  the more than 400 historic ar-
tifacts recovered (including the enamelware 
bowl), Bass’ farmstead yielded a small hand-
ful of  prehistoric artifacts, including one 
small piece of  a ceramic vessel which could 
have been used by Native Americans for 
cooking meals between approximately 1,500 
to 650 years ago, some 500 to 1,300 years 
before Bass moved to the area between 1910 
and 1915.  It is known that Bass brought his 
own ceramic vessels to his new home, be-
cause CEMML researchers found a few doz-
en pieces of  stoneware and whiteware cups, 
plates, and bowls while digging at the site in 
2015.

Enamelware originated in the early 19th 
century — developed at least in part to com-
bat the taste of  metal or rust which came 
from cooking with metal pots common at 
the time. The process for making enamel-
ware involved coating the metal surface of  
a pot or pan with an enamel glaze, and then 
firing (heating at a high temperature) the ves-
sel in a kiln. Initially, only the interior sur-
faces of  cookware were enameled, because 
it made scouring those surfaces faster and 
easier, and reduced the likelihood of  a metal 
or rust taste transferring to cooked food.  

Enamelware became prominent around 
the world near the end of  the 19th century, 
boosted by a manufacturing technique which 
created mottled or speckled blue and white 
designs at a low cost.  This low cost led to 
a global supply which enabled indigenous 

Fort McCoy ArtiFACT: Enamelware Bowl

people from North America to Africa to Austra-
lia to transition from primarily producing their 
own earthenware to purchasing the inexpensive 
enamelware instead.  

By the 1930s, however, new cookware alter-
natives made out of  materials such as aluminum, 
stainless steel, plastic, and Pyrex diminished the 
demand for enamelware. Ironically, this transi-
tion mirrors the change of  ownership of  the 
Ransom Bass farmstead from Bass to the buyers 
who shortly afterward sold the land to the U.S. 
government in 1935.

Very few artifacts were recovered from the 

site which could have been produced before 
1890 or after 1930, which would seem to sug-
gest that most or all of  the artifacts recovered 
in 2015 were brought to the farmstead by Bass.

All archaeological work conducted at Fort 
McCoy was sponsored by the Directorate of  
Public Works, Environmental Division, Natural 
Resources Branch.

Visitors and employees are reminded they 
should not collect artifacts on Fort McCoy or 
other government lands and leave the digging to 
the professionals.

Any individual who excavates, removes, dam-

ages, or otherwise alters or defaces any his-
toric or prehistoric site, artifact, or object of  
antiquity on Fort McCoy is in violation of  
federal law.

The discovery of  any archaeological arti-
fact should be reported to the Directorate of  
Public Works Environmental Division Natu-
ral Resources Branch at 608-388-8214.

(Article prepared by the Directorate of 
Public Works Environmental Division Nat-
ural Resources Branch and the Colorado 
State University Center for the Environmen-
tal Management of Military Lands.)

 Photo by the Colorado State University Center for the Environmental Management of Military Lands

Shown is an enamelware bowl on Oct. 28, 2015, that was found in an archaeological dig — also in 2015 — at Fort McCoy. Enamelware 
originated in the early 19th century — developed at least in part to combat the taste of metal or rust which came from cooking with 
metal pots common at the time.

Photo by Scott T. Sturkol

Lightning strike on post
A bolt of lightnig flashes to the ground on the can-
tonment area June 15 at Fort McCoy. The strike hit a 
tree near building 60 (shown below). Noone was hurt 
by the strike. That same day, another storm brought 
EF1 and EF2 tornadoes to areas less than 15 miles 
from the installation. See more at: https://www.
dvidshub.net/news/423258/photo-essay-june-thunder-
storm-approaches-fort-mccoy.

Contributed photo

See additional coverage at: https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423414/fort-mccoy-artifact-enamelware-bowl.

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423258/photo-essay-june-thunderstorm-approaches-fort-mccoy
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423258/photo-essay-june-thunderstorm-approaches-fort-mccoy
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423258/photo-essay-june-thunderstorm-approaches-fort-mccoy
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423414/fort-mccoy-artifact-enamelware-bowl
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JUNE IS ARMY HERITAGE MONTH!

THIS MONTH IN FORT MCCOY HISTORY
Fort McCoy, Wis., was founded in 1909. 

Here’s a look back at its history from June 
2022 and back.

55 Years Ago ― June 3, 1967
Seventy-six members of  the 44th General 

Hospital completed two weeks of  active duty 
training at Camp McCoy. The 44th General 
Hospital, a Madison area Army Reserve unit 
with sections in Menasha and Sheboygan, 
opened and operated the Camp McCoy Pro-
visional Hospital to provide physical exams 
and dispensary services for Reservists and 
National Guardsmen training at Camp Mc-
Coy. 

45 Years Ago ― June 2, 1977
Maj. Gen. Orris Kelly, U.S. Army chief  

of  chaplains, visited Fort McCoy to observe 
National Guard and Reserve training, and 
meet with all active and reserve chaplains 
currently on post.

30 Years Ago — June 9, 1987
The Post Exchange annex located near 

Fort McCoy’s Alderwood Lake sustained 
heavy damage after a June 9 fire which 
caused about $15,000 damage to the con-
verted semitrailer which houses the facility. 
An investigation revealed the fire had been 
electrical in nature. 

25 Years Ago — June 13, 1997
A memory of  World War II, which was 

revealed earlier in 1997 from its hiding place 
inside the walls of  building 1662 at Fort Mc-
Coy, were placed in Building 842 in the Fort 
McCoy Commemorative Area.

While tearing out wallboard to begin the 
process of  rehabilitating the barracks, Direc-
torate of  Public Works carpenters noticed 
a flash of  color on the inside wall. When 
the area was cut out, it was discovered they 
had destroyed a painting. Proceeding with 
caution, the DPW crew rescued seven mu-
ral-sized pictures.

The paintings, are the work of  Pfc. Henry 
J. Wenclawski, who was stationed at then-
Camp McCoy in 1943-44. Wenclawski had 
studied at the Art Institute and American 
Academy of  Arts at Chicago. One of  his 
many hobbies was painting replicas of  the 
Vargas Calendar Girls on barracks walls. The 
Vargas Girls were slightly risque pinup-type 
pictures. 

The pictures were painted directly on the 
original walls. The pictures were preserved 
marvelously between the walls and the wall-
board. 

The pictures remained in excellent shape 
for more than 50 years.  (The pictures remain 
displayed in Building 842).

15 Years Ago — June 8, 2007
Fort McCoy selected its first all-female 

Army Ten-Miler team after tryouts were held 
at the Rumpel Fitness Center. Representing 
Fort McCoy’s 2007 four-member team were 
Capt. Monica Radtke of  the 84th Training 
Command (Leader Readiness), Maj. Nan-
cy McCoy of  the 84th, Master Sgt. Misty 
Brown of  the U.S. Army Reserve Pay Center 
and Sgt. 1st Class Leslie Guttenberg of  the 
181st Infantry Brigade (2nd Battalion, 411th 
Regiment).

(Article prepared by the Fort McCoy Pub-
lic Affairs Office.)

Historical photo

55 YEARS AGO: Graduates of the Army Reserve Components Chaplain School are shown on June 22, 1967 at then-Camp McCoy.

Historical photo

81 YEARS AGO: Workers build a 200-yard rifle range June 26, 1941, at an unknown area of then-Camp McCoy. This was approximately 
just under six months before the United States entered World War II.

Photo by Scott T. Sturkol

5 YEARS AGO: Soldiers at Fort McCoy for training in the Exportable Combat Training Capability (XCTC) Exercise stage equipment for 
use on June 2, 2017, at Fort McCoy, Wis. This XCTC Exercise was coordinated by the Illinois National Guard’s 33rd Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team and Joint Forces Headquarters-Illinois.

See more coverage at: https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423696/month-fort-mccoy-history-june-2022.

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423696/month-fort-mccoy-history-june-2022
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Fort McCoy Guide 

available throughout post
Copies of the 2022-23 Fort McCoy Guide 

are available around the installation. Copies 
were mailed to all workcenters and are available 
throughout the post at common areas such as 
the Fort McCoy Commissary, Fort McCoy Ex-
change, McCoy’s Community Center, and Pine 
View Campground.

Call the Fort McCoy Public Affairs Office at 
608-388-4128 with any further questions about 
the guide. An electronic version of the guide is 
also available online at the Fort McCoy Defense 
Visual Information Distribution System page 
at https://www.dvidshub.net/publication/is-
sues/63864.

Building resiliency 
crafting workshops

Spend time together as a family by creating, 
crafting, and learning skills to increase your re-
silience. Fort McCoy Army Community Service  
(ACS) is holding Building Resiliency Crafting 
Workshops on July 16 and Aug. 6 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. in the ACS Family Building, building 
2161. Register for a 2-3 hour block of time. At 
each workshop, select and learn a resilience skil, 
such as goal setting, journaling, assertive com-
munication, mindfullness, etc.

A variety of supplies will be available for fami-
lies and guests to utilize, including scrapbooking, 
card making, canvas painting, painting/staining 
wood crafts, no-sew wall-hanging quilt blocks, 
and a variety of other kits or crafts.

To register, call ACS at 608-388-6507. 
Pre-registration required the Wednesday be-
fore the workshop. Samples and ideas provided. 
Bring your own projects to work on if desired. 
Class sized is limited. Children must be accom-
panied by an adult.

ACS events are open to military, retirees, ci-
vilian workforce, family members and registered 
Fort McCoy volunteers, unless otherwise stat-
ed. Employees must contact their supervisors 
regarding dismissal from work centers. For in-
formation on upcoming training opportunities 
through ACS please go to http://mccoy.ar-
mymwr.com and click on “calendar.”

Military shoppers rely 
on Exchange benefit to save 

As economic conditions fluctuate, the Army 
& Air Force Exchange Service is helping service 
members and their families save at a time when 
it matters most.

Whether shopping at a PX, a BX, or Shop-
MyExchange.com, authorized military shoppers 
— including retirees, disabled veterans, and De-
partment of Defense and Coast Guard civilians 
— enjoy everyday tax-free shopping and mili-
tary-exclusive pricing.

“It matters where you shop,” said Air Force 
Chief Master Sgt. Kevin Osby, the Exchange’s 
senior enlisted adviser. 

“At the gas station, BX, PX, food court, and 
online, the Exchange ensures military shoppers 
get more for less when they use their hard-
earned benefit.”  

The Military Star card offers a low APR; nev-

er charges any annual, late or over-limit fees; 
and features budgeting tools such as Pay Your 
Way Plans, which offer fixed monthly payments 
at reduced interest. The card is accepted at all 
military exchanges and commissaries, and new 
cardholders receive 10 percent off their first-day 
purchases. 

Honorably discharged veterans can enjoy the 
same tax-free savings found at BXes and PXes 
atShopMyExchange.com. 

Online orders totaling $49 or more, or com-
pleted with a Military Star card, always receive 
free shipping.

Service members, military families, retirees 
and veterans who shop their Exchange save 
while giving back to the military community. 

Fort McCoy fishing licenses
available on iSportsman

The 2022 Fort McCoy fishing season is open, 
concurrent with the Wisconsin general inland 
fishing season. 

Anglers must have the appropriate Wisconsin 
licenses to fish on post, as well. 

This includes a general Wisconsin fishing li-
cense, a trout stamp if fishing for trout, and the 
Fort McCoy fishing permit. 

All are available for purchase through the iS-
portsman website, https://ftmccoy.isportsman.
net.

Cabins at Pine View 
Campground always available
The Fort McCoy Directorate of Family and 

Morale, Welfare and Recreation (DFMWR) has 
many cabins available for rent near a popular 
fishing area at Pine View Campground.

All cabins at the campground are near Suuk-
jak Sep Lake which is stocked annually with 
thousands of rainbow trout, plus also has many 
native species of fish available. 

The cabins are also located near the La Crosse 
River, which has various species of trout avail-
able for trout fishing. Pine View Campground, 
and the lake, and more in the Pine View Recre-
ation Area — all managed by DFMWR.

Following are the cabin rental rates:
• duplexes — military or Department of De-

fense (DOD) employee rate, $105 a night; gen-
eral public, $125.

• one-bedroom cabins with a loft — military 
or DOD employee rate, $110 a night; general 
public, $130.

• lakeside two-bedroom cabins — military or 
DOD employee rate, $120 a night; general pub-
lic, $145.

• east side two-bedroom cabins — military or 
DOD employee rate, $135 a night; general pub-
lic, $160.

Get additional information about cabin rates 
by stopping by the campground office or calling 
the office. ‘

Next issue 
of The Real McCoy

The next edition of The Real McCoy will be 
published July 8. The deadline for submissions 
or article ideas is June 29. 

For more information, call 608-388-4128.

Cafe Corner opens at Fort McCoy Exchange

Photo by Kaleen Holliday

Employees with the Fort McCoy Exchanges’ Cafe Corner stop for a photo June 8 during 
the grand opening of the cafe at Fort McCoy. The Cafe Corner is the newest service 
available at the Exchange that provides coffee and more. See below for hours and more 
information. See more at: https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423647/photo-essay-cafe-corner-
opens-fort-mccoy-exchange.

Contributed photo

Thanking DFMWR team
Garrison Commander Col. Michael Poss (right) has a photo taken with some members of 
the Fort McCoy Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation team June 21 at 
Fort McCoy. Poss wanted to thank them for their work in supporting numerous successful 
events on post in June, including the Army Birthday Celebration on June 14.

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423647/photo-essay-cafe-corner-opens-fort-mccoy-exchange
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/423647/photo-essay-cafe-corner-opens-fort-mccoy-exchange
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The following information is from 
the 2019 Wisconsin Department of  
Natural Resources Consumer Confi-
dence Report data for Fort McCoy — 
64203029 North Post and 64203073 
South Post. 

For more details about the infor-
mation contained in this report, call 
608-388-2323. 

Health information
Drinking water, including bottled 

water, may reasonably be expected 
to contain at least small amounts of  
some contaminants. 

The presence of  contaminants 
does not necessarily indicate that wa-
ter poses a health risk. 

More information about contam-
inants and potential health effects 
can be obtained by calling the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s safe 
drinking water hotline (800-426-
4791).

Some people may be more vulnera-
ble to contaminants in drinking water 
than the general population. 

Immuno-compromised people, 
such as people with cancer undergo-
ing chemotherapy, people who have 
undergone organ transplants, people 

FORT MCCOY 2021 WATER QUALITY REPORT
Definition of Terms

Term Definition

AL
Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant which, if 
exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a 
water system must follow.

MCL

Maximum Contaminant Level: The highest level of a contam-
inant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close 
to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment 
technology.

pCi/l picocuries per liter (a measure of radioactivity)

MCLG
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal: The level of a contam-
inant in drinking water below which there is no known or 
expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

ppm parts per million, or milligrams per liter (mg/l)

ppb parts per billion, or micrograms per liter (ug/l)

Source(s) of Water

Source ID
(North and 
South Post)

Source Depth  
(in feet) Status

24 Groundwater 202 Active

25 Groundwater 204 Active

27 Groundwater 217 Active

28 Groundwater 220 Active

29 Groundwater N/A Active

30 Groundwater 250 Active

21 Groundwater 169 Perm. abandoned as of 3/9/2020

26 Groundwater N/A Active

31 Groundwater 262 Active

with HIV/AIDS or other immune 
system disorders, some elderly, and 
infants can be particularly at risk from 
infections. 

These people should seek advice 
about drinking water from their health 
care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines 
on appropriate means to lessen the 
risk of  infection by cryptosporidium 
and other microbial contaminants 
are available from the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s safe drinking wa-
ter hotline.

Educational information
The sources of  drinking water, 

both tap water and bottled water, in-
clude rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, res-
ervoirs, springs and wells. 

As water travels over the surface 
of  the land or through the ground, it 
dissolves naturally occurring minerals 
and, in some cases, radioactive materi-
al, and can pick up substances result-
ing from the presence of  animals or 
from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present 
in source water include:

• Microbial contaminants, such as 
viruses and bacteria, which may come 
from sewage treatment plants, septic 
systems, agricultural livestock opera-
tions and wildlife.

• Inorganic contaminants, such as 
salts and metals, which can be natu-
rally- occurring or result from urban 
stormwater runoff, industrial or do-
mestic wastewater discharges, oil and 
gas production, mining or farming.

• Pesticides and herbicides, which 
may come from a variety of  sources 
such as agriculture, urban stormwater 
runoff  and residential uses.

• Organic chemical contaminants, 
including synthetic and volatile organ-
ic chemicals, which are by-products 
of  industrial processes and petroleum 
production, and can also come from 
gas stations, urban stormwater runoff  
and septic systems.

• Radioactive contaminants, which 
can be naturally occurring or be the 
result of  oil and gas production and 
mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is 
safe to drink, EPA prescribes regula-
tions that limit the amount of  certain 
contaminants in water provided by 
public water systems. FDA regula-

tions establish limits for contaminants 
in bottled water, which shall provide 
the same protection for public health.

Additional health 
information

If  present, elevated levels of  lead 
can cause serious health problems, 
especially for pregnant women and 
young children. 

Lead in drinking water is primarily 
from materials and components as-
sociated with service lines and home 
plumbing. 

Fort McCoy South Post is responsi-
ble for providing high quality drinking 
water, but cannot control the variety 
of  materials used in plumbing com-
ponents. 

When your water has been sitting 
for several hours, you can minimize 
the potential for lead exposure by 
flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 
minutes before using water for drink-
ing or cooking. 

If  you are concerned about lead in 
your water, you may wish to have your 
water tested. 

Information on lead in drinking wa-
ter, testing methods, and steps you can 
take to minimize exposure is available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
or at www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

To obtain a summary of the source water assessment, call 608-388-2323.

Water report items
Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Brent Powell/Army Reserve See more at: https://www.dvidshub.net/publication/issues/64240.

https://www.dvidshub.net/publication/issues/64240
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FIREARM REGISTRATION POLICY    
All privately owned firearms brought on the installation must be registered through the Directorate of Emergency Services (DES) Police Department. 

Firearm registration is required by Army Regulation 190-11, 4–5, “Privately owned weapons and ammunition.” 
Firearms are required to be registered prior to entrance or immediately upon entering any lands identified as Fort McCoy property. For more information, call 608-388-2266.

facilities
services 

This schedule is projected through July 7, 2022. 
Hours of operation and services are changing frequently.  

Call facilities to verify hours before traveling. 
Bold, italic typeface indicates a change since the last publication.

Recreation
Automotive Skills Center: Building 1763. 
Open 1-9 p.m. Thur.-Fri. and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sat.-Sun. Call 608-388-3013. 

Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers 
(BOSS): Call 608-388-3200.

iSportsman: Portal for outdoor recreational 
activities; registration and check-in required. 
Register, apply for permits, and sign in or out 
of recreation areas at https://ftmccoy.isports-
man.net. 

McCoy’s Community Center: Building 1571. 
Offers books, arcade, gaming area, and bowl-
ing. Open 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Tues.-Fri. and 4-10 
p.m. Sat. (Bar, food, bowling). Call 608-388-
7060. 
 Bowling Center: Open 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Tues.-Fri. and 4-10 p.m. Sat.
 Leisure Travel Services Office: Open 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Call 608-388-3011.

Pine View Campground/Recreational 
Equipment Checkout Center: Building 8053. 
Call 608-388-2619.

Recreation Accommodations: Open 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. Tues.-Fri. Mon. by appointment only.  
Call 608-388-2029.

Rumpel Fitness Center: Building 1122. Open 
5 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Fri. and 6 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat.-
Sun. 24/7 access available. Limited capacity. 
Call 608-388-2290.
 Indoor swimming pool, atrium, sauna 
and steamroom: Open 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Mon.-
Fri.

Sportsman’s Range: Closed for the season. 
Call 608-388-9162 for information.

Tactics Paintball/Laser Tag: By appointment 
only; 2-day notice required. Call 608-388-3517.

Whitetail Ridge Ski Area: Closed for the 
season. Call 608-388-4498. 

Dining
McCoy’s Community Center: Building 1571. 
Catering/administration, call 608-388-2065. 
Building 1571. Open 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Tues.-Fri. 
and 4-10 p.m. Sat. Call 608-388-7060.

Snack Avenue: Building 1538. Located inside 
Express. Open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat. and 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Sun. Call 608-269-5604 or 608-

388-4343.

Specialty Express Food Court: Building 
1538. Open 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Limited 
seating available. Delivery available to South 
Post and in cantonment area. Call 608-269-
5615, ext. 303. 

Whitetail Ridge Chalet/Ten Point Pub: 
Closed for the season. Call 608-388-3517.

Services
Alteration Shop: Building 1538. Open 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. and 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  Sat. Call 
608-269-1075. 

Barber Shop (Exchange): Building 1538. 
Open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Call 608-269-
1710. 

Car Rentals (Enterprise): Information avail-
able at the Exchange, building 1538. Use the 
phone at the Enterprise sign. Call 608-782-
6183 or 800-654-3131; use CDP# 1787245.

Car Wash: Building 1568. Offers self-service  
and automatic bays and vacuums. Open 24/7. 
May close during extremely cold weather. Ac-
cepts cash or credit cards. Call 608-388-4161.

Commissary: Building 1537. Open 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Mon.-Sat. Call 608-388-3542/ 
3543. 

Computer Lab: Building 50, room 100A. 
Open 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Computers, 
projector, printer, scanner, fax machine avail-
able. Call ahead for availability. Call 608-388-
2474. 

CWT (Carlson Wagonlit Travel) SatoTravel: 
Building 2180. Open 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-
Fri. No walk-ins. Call 608-388-2370, 608-269-
4560, or 800-927-6343.

Education/Learning Center: Building 50, 
room 123. Open 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Mon.-Fri. No 
walk-ins. Email darrel.l.hawkins.ctr@mail.mil 
to schedule tests. Email connie.j.schauer.
civ@mail.mil for other services.

Equal Employment Opportunity: Open 7 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. No walk-ins. Call 
608-388-3106/3107 or email usarmy.usarc.
usarc-hq.mbx.eeo@mail.mil.

Exchange: Building 1538. Open 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. Mon.-Sat. and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sun. Call 
608-269-5604. 

ID Card/DEERS Section: Building 35. Open 
8-11:30 a.m.  and 12:30-3:30 p.m. Mon.-Wed. 
and Fri. and 9:30-11:30 a.m. and 12:30-3:30 
p.m. Thur. By appointment only. Call 608-388-
4563. 

IHG Army Hotels: Building 51. Open 24/7. 
Call 608-388-2107 or 877-711-TEAM (8326). 

Installation Legal Office: Building 1644. Call 
605-388-2165.

Launderette/Dry Cleaning: Building 1538. 
Open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Call 608-269-
1075.

Laundry Facilities: Open 24/7. Exclusively 
for use by Soldiers training on Fort McCoy. 
Civilian, family members, and retired military 
members are not authorized to use these 
facilities. Call 608-388-3800 to find out which 
buildings are open.

Military Clothing: Building 1538. Open 8 

a.m.-7 p.m. Mon.-Sat. and 8 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 
Call 608-269-5604, ext. 203. 

Military Personnel: Building 2187. Open 7:30 
a.m.-4 p.m. By appointment only. 
 In-/Out-processing: 608-388-4822. 
 Personnel Automations: 608-388-4842. 
 Reassignments: 608-388-4746. 
 Records Update: 608-388-5677. 
 Centralized Promotions: 608-388-5677.

Multimedia/Visual Information: Building 
2113. Open 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri. By ap-
pointment only. No DA/command photos until 
further notice per DA policy. Call 608-388-4520. 

Official Mail Distribution Center: Building 
1654. Open 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Call 
608-388-3205. 

Patriot Outfitters: Building 1538. Closed until 
further notice. Call 608-269-1115. 

Permit Sales: Building 2168. Hunting, fishing, 
and firewood permits. By appointment only. 
Check ftmccoy.isportsman.net for updates. Call 
608-388-3337.

Personal Property Processing Office: 
Building 200. Open 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Call 608-
388-3060, fax: 608-388-5634, email: usarmy.
mccoy.asc.mbx.lrc-pppo@mail.mil.

Retirement Services Office: Building 35. 
Open 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Mon.-Fri. By appoint-
ment only. Call 608-388-3716.
 
R.I.A. Credit Union: Building 1501. Open 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Mon.-Fri. and 2-4 p.m. Tues. and 
Thurs. ATMs are located in building 1501 
(available 24/7); McCoy’s, building 1571; Ex-
change, building 1538; and IHG Army Hotels, 
building 51 (available 24/7). Call 608-388-2171.

Service Station/Express/Class VI: 
Building 1538. Open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-
Sat. and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sun.  Call 608-
388-4343. Pay-at-the-pump gas is open  
24/7. 

Transition Service Center: Open 7:30 a.m.-4 
p.m. Mon.-Fri. By appointment only. Call 608-
388-7956.

Visitor Control Center: Building 35. Open 6 
a.m.-2 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Passes issued at Main 
Gate outside of VCC hours. Physical Security 
open for fingerprints Thur. only; call 608-388-
2266. See ID/DEERS section for its hours.

Family Support
Army Community Service: Building 2111. 

Open 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Call 608-
388-3505.

Army Substance Abuse Program: Building 
1344. Open 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri. By ap-
pointment only. Call 608-388-2441. 

Child Development Center: Building 1796. 
Open with reduced capacity. Call 608-388-
3534/2238.

Housing Office: Building 6158. Open 7 a.m.-
4 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Family Housing, Single Sol-
dier Housing, and referral services. Self-Help 
Warehouse open open noon-3:30 p.m. Wed. 
and 8 a.m.-noon Fri. Call 608-388-2804.

Military Family Life Counseling: Building 
2111. MFLCs can provide short-term, non-
medical counseling at no cost and augment 
existing military support programs. Services 
can be provided on or off post. Call 608-388-
8068 or 352-598-4972 or email fischert@
magellanfederal.com 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-
Fri. 

Red Cross: Fort McCoy active-duty Soldiers 
and Family members can call 877-272-7337 
for emergency assistance. For other Red 

Cross services, call 800-837-6313 or 608-788-
1000.

School Age/Youth Center: Building 1792. 
Activities for youth kindergarten through 12th 
grade. Offers after-school, nonschool, and in-
clement-weather care for eligible youth. Call for 
options for distance and year-round schooling. 
Open with reduced capacity. Call 608-388-
4373.

Health Care
Alcoholics Anonymous: For more informa-
tion, call 608-388-5955/2441.

Fort McCoy Civilian Employee Assistance 
Program: Screening and referral services for 
civilian employees and Family members expe-
riencing difficulties due to problems related to 
substance abuse, mental health, marital/family 
discord, or other causes. By appointment only. 
Call 608-388-2441/5955. 

Fort McCoy Sexual Harassment/Assault Re-
sponse & Prevention (SHARP): 24/7 hot-line: 
608-388-3000.

Occupational Health Clinic: Building 1679. 
Open 7 a.m.-3 p.m. Mon.-Fri. By appointment 
only. Call 608-388-8461.

TRICARE: TRICARE North Region, 877-874-
2273; TRICARE West Region, 877-988-9378; 
TRICARE South Region, 800-444-5445; TRI-
CARE for Life, 866-773-0404; or www.tricare.
mil.

Worship
Catholic: Chapel 10, building 1759. 9:15 a.m. 
Sun. Limited capacity. No fellowship. Services 
also available through Facebook Live at https://
www.facebook.com/FtMcCoyRSO. Call 608-
388-3528. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints: 702 E. Montgomery St., Sparta, Wis. 
Call 608-269-3377.
Jewish: Congregations of Abraham, 1820 

Main St., La Crosse, Wis. Call 608-784-2708 
for options.

Protestant: Chapel 1, building 2672. 10:30 
a.m. Sun. Limited capacity. No fellowship. 
Services also available through Facebook 
Live at https://www.facebook.com/FtMcCoyR-
SO. Call 608-388-3528.

Spanish Language: Catholic services in 
Norwalk; call 608-823-7906 for options. Sev-
enth-Day Adventist services in Tomah; call 
608-374-2142 for options.

Face-to-face services are not currently avail-
able. Call RSO at 608-388-3528 for options 
and assistance. 

If you have an emergency, call 608-388-2266, 
and the on-call duty chaplain will be contact-
ed.

Organizations
American Federation of Government Em-
ployees (AFGE), Local 1882: Call 608-388-
1882.

American Society of Military Comptrollers: 
Meets several times throughout the year. For 
more information, call 608-269-1912.

Reserve Officers Association, Fort Mc-
Coy-Readiness 43: For more information, 
call 920-535-0515 or email justdave49@
centurylink.net.

Sgt. Audie Murphy Club: Email mi-
chael.p.gibson.mil@mail.mil for information.

USO Wisconsin at Fort McCoy: Building 
1501. Open 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Tues.-Fri. and 
noon-8 p.m. Sat. Mobile services available 
noon-4 p.m. Fri.-Sat. on ranges. For more in-
formation or to volunteer, call 414-477-7279 or 
email ehazlett@usowisconsin.org.

Warrant Officers Association, Chapter 
0317: For more information, email usawoamc-
coy@outlook.com.

Warrior Restaurant
Warrior Restaurant 1362. Military 
members and Department of Defense 
civilians on official orders for temporary 
duty training may use Warrior Restau-
rants. Units must coordinate through 
the Food Program Management Office  
at 608-388-6518/4739.

Hours
Breakfast:  6-8 a.m.

Lunch:  11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Dinner:  5-6:30 p.m.

Rates
Breakfast — $3.85

Lunch — $6.15
Dinner — $5.35

Warrior Restaurant 50 will be closed 
from July 2-5.

GIANT VOICE EMERGENCY-NOTIFICATION SIGNALS
CONDITION IF YOU HEAR THIS INDICATES INDIVIDUAL ACTIONS

Natural Disaster

Attack

All Clear

3- to 5-minute steady tone  
or voice announcement

30-sec. to 5-min. wavering tone  
or voice announcement

Voice announcement

Disaster imminent or in progress. Examples: Tornado, flash flood, hazard-
ous-materials release, wildfire.

Attack imminent or in progress. Examples: Vehicle bomb, terrorist action, re-
lease of biological or radioactive materials.

Immediate threat from disaster or attack is over.

Be alert. Ensure all personnel are warned. Take cover by evacuating to a safe 
location or sheltering in place. Notify supervisor of location. Tune in to local 
radio or TV stations for emergency information.

Be alert. Ensure all personnel are warned. Implement force-protection condition 
(FPCON) procedures as indicated. Take cover by evacuating to a safe location 
or sheltering in place. Notify supervisor of location.

Be alert for secondary hazards. Account for all personnel. Check building. Await 
instructions on FPCON level. Report fires, injuries and other hazards.
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