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Story and photos by
Staff Sgt. Nathan Allen

15th Wing Public Affairs

Nearly 20 U.S. Air Force
and U.S. Army Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps
cadets from the University of
Hawaii at Manoa recently
received a first-hand glimpse
into the 96th Air Refueling
Squadron’s (ARS) mission.
They witnessed a 154th ARS
KC-135 Stratotanker man-
ned by a 96th ARS aircrew
refuel a C-17 Globemaster
III in flight May 4 at Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.
Before their flight, the

cadets received a mission
brief from Lt. Col. Brian Hill,

96th ARS commander, to
explain the importance of air
refueling in the Pacific the-
ater. Afterward, they toured
the squadron’s facility while
their guide, Capt. Rick
Brown, 96th ARS chief of
safety, spoke to them about
the squadron’s history as
well as the capabilities of the
KC-135.
“In three or four years,

we’re going to be commis-
sioned offenders,” said
Valerie Sasa, a cadet from
U.S. Air Force ROTC
Detachment 175. “We would
like to see what every job
does and how it benefits the
U.S. Air Force.”
Sasa hasn’t yet chosen

which career field she will

pursue in the
Air Force, but
plans to use her
experience with
the 96th ARS as an
opportunity to broad-
en the scope of potential
jobs she could pursue.
According to Capt.

Jonathan Navarra, opera-
tions officer for detachment
175, this “incentive” flight
gave the cadets a chance to
experience the operational
Air Force outside their nor-
mal classroom setting.
“They always hear [(the

instructors]) talk about the
Air Force,” he said. “This
gives them an opportunity to
see and touch the things that
we talk about. They can see

all the
o t h e r
t h i n g s
that go into

being success-
ful in the Air

Force. Things like
situational awareness, atten-
tion to detail, taking care of
your people, they can see it
culminate when they go to a
flying squadron ... this gives
them a tangible experience.”
Brown said that along

with giving the cadets a
glance at the refueling mis-
sion itself, it is also impor-
tant to show future leaders of
the Air Force the skill and
enthusiasm 96th ARS
employs to conduct its mis-
sion.

“These guys are going to
be carrying on the legacy we
put forth for them,” he said.
“It’s good to show them not
only how well we do our job
but the pride we put into
our jobs also.”
An additional benefit of

seeing the 96th ARS mis-
sion, said Brown, is the total
force integration the
squadron displays with the
203rd ARS, an experience
that will serve them well
when they commission.
“It’s important to explain

to them how we work with
the guard and how impor-
tant it is to our mission here.
We take a lot of pride inwhat
we do and the fact that we do
it so well,” Brown said.

Sasa said she was also
impressed with some of the
physical attributes the KC-
135 pilots used to operate
the aircraft.
“There’s a lot of buttons

in the flight deck,” she said.
“A lot of them look like
they’re really hard to reach.
I think you have to have
really long arms to be a
pilot.”
While Sasa admits she

may not have the same
lengthy arms the pilots
have, it doesn’t necessarily
disqualify KC-135 pilot
from her career field choic-
es.
“I don’t have long arms,”

she said. “But I could find a
way to make it work.”

Capt. Ben Sakrisson

15th Wing Public Affairs

A memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) was recent-
ly signed by the comman-
ders of the 15th and 154th
Wings at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam that offi-
cially formalized their total
force relationship.
The MOU clarifies the

framework and expectations

that will govern how
Airmen interact with one
another to collectively exe-
cute their combined mission
in line with the total force
integration (TFI) vision of
Gen. Gary North, the Pacific
Air Forces commander.
“This document is the cul-

mination of a groundbreak-
ing effort for TeamHickam,”
said Col. Sam Barrett, 15th
Wing commander. “It would
be difficult to find another

example in the Air Force
where a Guard and active
duty wing are so inter-
twined and so reliant on
each other’s strengths in
order to complete the mis-
sion.”
The move toward a TFI

war-fighting model acts to
assimilate operations, main-
tenance and support activi-
ties between collocated and

Total force redefined at Hickam commands

U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Master Sgt. Kristen Stanley
Brig. Gen. (Sel.) Braden Sakai, 154th Wing commander, and Col. Sam Barrett, 15th Wing
commander, sign copies of the memorandum of understanding between the 15th and the
154th Wings, defining total force integration at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.

Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam
Security Department

Although Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam
(JBPHH) remains safe and
relatively crime-free, as
with any large community,
incidents involving illegal
activity do occur at times.
Oftentimes, these incidents
involve, or are suspected of
involving, juveniles and
young adults who live on
and frequent various areas
of the base. Two activities in
particular that are of recent
concern are drug use and
theft incidents.
“With regard to drug

activity, current indicators
show a rising trend with
dependent juveniles on
base, using and distributing
marijuana and other illicit
narcotics,” said Lt. Col.
Michael Gimbrone, JBPHH
security officer and com-
mander of 647th Security
Forces Squadron.
“Base leadership is com-

mitted to utilizing the full
spectrum of joint base

resources to deter this type
of activity.” This includes a
coordinated effort among
the Joint Base Security
Department, Air Force
Office of Special Investi-
gations, Naval Criminal
Investigative Service, Staff
Judge Advocate and other
base organizations to proac-
tively deter drug activity,
enforce related rules and
regulations, and prosecute
violators.
Members of the JBPHH

community are reminded
that all personnel and vehi-
cles, including school buses
entering the base, are sub-
ject to search at any time.
Gimbrone noted, “The
authority for such searches
is based on the installation
commander’s obligation to
maintain a safe and secure
environment and to main-
tain good order and disci-
pline.”
The Joint Base Security

Department has also
increased its patrols of
installation entry control
points and other areas of
the base with drug detector

dogs. These military work-
ing dogs (MWD) are special-
ly trained to detect a variety
of illegal drug components.
Base personnel can expect
to see increasedMWDactiv-
ity, including around school
buses, in the coming weeks.
Any military sponsors who
live in base housing and
would like a courtesy MWD
drug search of their base
housing unit or vehicles
should contact the Joint
Base Security Department
Operations Section at 474-
6184 or 449-1002.
Recently the joint base

leadership met with admin-
istrators at Radford High
School to discuss drug activ-
ity as it relates to military
dependents who attend that
school. Base and school per-
sonnel agreed to continue
working together to find
ways to make a difference.

As for the recent theft
activity on base, joint base
leadership personnel have
taken several steps to
address these incidents. For

Security is on alert for drug use,
thefts involving juveniles

See FORCE, A-4

See SECURITY, A-7
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PACAF honors 12 Outstanding Airmen of the Year
Story and photo by
Tech. Sgt. Jerome S.
Tayborn

Headquarters Pacific Air
Forces Public Affairs

Pacific Air Forces Airmen
were honored April 27 as
PACAF’s 12 Outstanding
Airmen of the Year at the
Tradewinds Enlisted Club
at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam (JBPHH).
Gen. Gary North, Pacific

Air Forces commander, with
the help of Chief Master Sgt.
Brooke McLean, PACAF
command chief, presented
each of the 12 Airmen with a
plaque in honor of their
accomplishments.
The 12 honorees were

selected from more than
30,000 enlisted men and
women throughout the com-
mand. Their selection as the
outstanding Airmen of the
Year distinguishes the mem-
ber from his or her peers,
exhibited by exceptional per-
formance in the following
areas: leadership and job
performance in primary
duty, significant self-
improvement and base or
community involvement.
The 2012 Pacific Air

Forces Outstanding Airmen

of the Year are:
Senior Airman Jaime A.

Compean III is a contract-
ing specialist from the 18th
Contracting Squadron,
Kadena Air Base, Japan.
Senior Airman Uyen T.

Tran is a material manage-
ment journeyman from the
154th Logistics Readiness

Squadron, JBPHH.
Senior Airman Darren

Precht is an air transporta-
tion journeyman from the
48th Aerial Port Squadron,
JBPHH.
Tech. Sgt. Matthew W.

Stark is an explosive ord-
nance disposal craftsman
from the 354th Civil

Engineering Squadron,
Eielson Air Force Base,
Alaska.
Tech. Sgt. Carmela Rapa-

das is protocol NCOIC from
the 254th Force Support
Squadron, Guam Air
National Guard, Guam.
Master Sgt. Shanna

Perry is an education and

training craftsman from the
477th Force Support
Squadron, Joint Base
Elmendorf -Richardson
(JBER), Alaska.
Master Sgt. William

Kellum is an explosive ord-
nance disposal superinten-
dent from the 354th Civil
Engineering Squadron,

Eielson Air Force Base,
Alaska.
Master Sgt. Ryan Schre-

iner is a security forces
craftsman from 154th
Security Forces Squadron,
JBPHH.
Master Sgt. Peter Rieta is

a unit training manager
from the 48th Aerial Port
Squadron, JBPHH.
Senior Master Sgt. Nicole

Johnson is a first sergeant
with the 613th Air and
Space Operations Center,
56th Air and Space
Communications Squadron
and the 17th Operational
Weather Squadron, JBPHH.
Master Sgt. Thomas

Gregory is a first sergeant
from the 176th Security
Forces Squadron, Joint Base
Elmendorf-Richardson,
Alaska.
Master Sgt. Tammy Tho-

mpson is a first sergeant
from the 624th Civil
Engineering Squadron,
JBPHH.
These Airmen will now

compete at the Air Force
level for the 12 Outstanding
Airmen of the Year.
(For more information

about the honorees, visit
http:/ / www.pacaf.af.mil/ n
ews/ story.asp?id=12330110
7.)

Pacific Air Forces 12 Outstanding Airmen of the Year 2012 are honored April 27 at the Tradewinds Enlisted Club, Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam.

Grace Hew Len

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam Public Affairs

Navy Region Hawaii will
gear up for hurricane sea-
son by conducting the annu-
al hurricane preparedness
exercise, HURREX 2012,
set for May 14-18.
In preparation for hurri-

cane season beginning in
June, HURREX allows
Navy and Air Force activi-
ties in Hawaii to review,
exercise and validate their
response plans and opera-
tional capabilities as they
pertain to the threat of hur-
ricanes and effects of severe
weather. The exercise also
builds cooperation between
the Navy’s afloat and
ashore force structure in
response to the threat of
hurricanes.
Navy Region Hawaii and

Naval Surface Group
Middle Pacific, Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam
(JBPHH), Pacific Missile
Range Facility and other
major Navy tenants on
JBPHH will participate in
the exercise.
“HURREX is our opportu-

nity to plan for the worst,”
said Dr. Michael Smith,
Navy Region Hawaii direc-
tor of training and readi-
ness. “We cannot wait until
a hurricane is bearing down
on us before we take action.

We must take action and
plan now, during the calm
before the storm.” This year,
Navy Region Hawaii will
conduct HURREX as a pre-
landfall exercise May 14-18,
with a personnel account-
ability (PA) exercise May
21-23.
During the PA exercise,

the Navy Family Accounta-
bility and Assessment
System (NFAAS) and Air
Force Personnel Accoun-
tability and Assessment
System (AFPAAS) will be
activated to account for

members of the Navy and
Air Force families in the
Hawaii geographic area of
interest. The websites can
be found at http://bit.ly/s
H4oQF/ and https://af
paas.af.mil/. “Among the
objectives of the exercise is
to improve awareness of the
Navy’s capabilities to pro-
tect personnel and family
members, the actions the
Navy is taking in respond-
ing to the threat of natural
disaster, and the necessity
of updating NFAAS and
AFPASS information prior

to natural disasters,” said
Smith. The commands will
also execute and validate
TCCOR (tropical cyclone
condition of readiness)
checklists.
The Wide Area Alert

Network (WAAN) is a mass
notification system used to
alert personnel during disas-
ters and emergencies.
WAAN consists of a comput-
er desktop notification sys-
tem (CDNS), automated tele-
phone notification system
(ATNS), Giant Voice, and the
limited, interior voice.

Navy and Air Force per-
sonnel are urged to register
on WAAN to ensure they
receive those important
notifications. For WAAN
assistance, contact Carlos
Mer-cado, carlos.mercado1
.ctr@navy.mil or 473-1897.
HURREX 2012 is a

reminder for all Navy and
Air Force commands to
ensure that their members
are educated in disaster
preparedness. “JBPHH
families should use the
HURREX as a time to
develop or update their fam-
ily emergency plans and
disaster kits,” advised Dan
Dubois, JBPHH emergency
management officer.
“The time to build your

plan or stock your emergen-
cy kit is now, before a hurri-
cane is looming on the hori-
zon. At that point, the drain
on available resources will
be great with the unpre-
pared scrambling to stock
up. Remember back to last
March when the threat of a
tsunami reached Hawaii
after the earthquake and
subsequent tsunami in
Japan. Store shelves were
ravaged, and there were
long lines at checkout coun-
ters and gas stations as the
unprepared tried to cobble
together whatever resour-
ces they could,” Dubois said.
The Federal Emergency

Management Agency
(FEMA) website www.ready

.gov, the American Red
Cross website at www.arc.
org, and Commander Navy
Installa- tions Command
(CNIC) Operation Prepare
at the Operation Prepare
link at www.cnic. navy.mil
are vital resources to help
your family prepare an
emergency plan and build a
disaster kit.

Additionally, joint base
and region emergency man-
agement staffs will be man-
ning Operation Prepare dis-
plays hosted by Pearl
Harbor Navy Exchange and
Army and Air Force
Exchange Service (AAFES)
on June 2 to help educate
the public to “Be Informed,
Have a Plan and Make a
Kit.”
Emergency public infor-

mation will be posted on
Facebook: Navy Region
Hawaii and Facebook: Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam
and on the Straight Talk
Line at (808) 421-4000.
Hawaii families can

receive text notifications
through the City and
County of Honolulu
Department of Emergency
Management by registering
at www.nixle. com.
(Throughout hurricane

season, articles on disaster
preparedness will be fea-
tured in Ho`okele, including
a pull out section with help-
ful information/ phone num-
bers, in theMay 25 edition.)

HURREX is set for May 14-18 to prepare for hurricanes

Dan Dubois, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam emergency management officer, gives emer-
gency management training about hurricane preparedness to key spouses at Hickam
Theater on April 30. The presentation was a prelude to the hurricane preparedness
exercise, HURREX 2012, which is set for May 14-18.

NAVSUP FLCPH earns environmental ‘triple crown’
Story and photo by
Jim Murray

Naval Supply Fleet
Logistics Center Pearl
Harbor Public Affairs

The NAVSUP Fleet
Logistics Center Pearl
Harbor earned the environ-
mental “triple crown” inMay
when it won the Secretary of
Defense Environmental
Quality Team Award. The
logistics command was noti-
fied in February that it had
won the Chief of Naval
Operation’s Environmental
Sustainability Team Award
and in April, it also won the
Secretary of the Navy’s
Environmental Quality
Team Award.
The five members of the

lauded environmental quali-
ty team are: Lt. Cmdr.
Angela Watson, team leader
and fuel director; Scott
Hedrick, deputy fuel direc-

tor; Stanley Sousa, regional
consolidated hazardous
materials reutilization and
inventory management pro-
gram (CHRIMP) director;
and Benjamin Fegurgur,
acting fuel laboratory direc-
tor. The fifth member of the
team, Alan Sugihara, envi-
ronmental coordinator, is an
employee of Naval Facil-
ities Engineering Command
Hawaii.
All of the team members

were quick to pass credit for
the award to the personnel
at NAVSUP FLCPH, who
have been staunch advo-
cates of the team’s endeav-
ors.
“We have had great ini-

tiatives, and we continue to
encourage everyone in the
command to get involved.
Instilling an environmental
focus within the workplace
encourages environmental
best practices at home,”
said Watson.

The team was recognized
for its unfaltering commit-
ment to environmental
stewardship and its numer-
ous achievements during
the FY10 and FY11 award
competition period. The
team’s unwavering support
of a clean and green envi-
ronment was substantiated
by a litany of accomplish-
ments, including a marked
reduction in energy con-
sumption, aggressive ad-
vances in fuel reclamation,
the standup of an indust-
rial wastewater treatment
plant, and use of alterna-
tive energy vehicles.
Other efforts included

the issuance of the com-
mand’s first Environmental
and Natural Resources
Protec-tion Policy State-
ment, its hazardous materi-
als management and haz-
ardous waste minimization
program, a well-received
Earth Day Fair and related

Earth Day events, and a
range of other programs
designed to protect
Hawaii’s fragile environ-
ment without adverse
effects to the command’s
mission capability.
This year, NAVSUP

FLCPH continued their
environmental stewardship
efforts with an ambitious
Earth Day Fair in April, a
command-sponsored hump-
back whale count, storm
drain stenciling, base
cleanups and tree plantings
at their partner school.
“FLC Pearl Harbor’s pro-

gram sets high standards
for stewardship and hopes
to instill an environmental
ethic as part of our vision,”
said team member Scott
Hedrick.
The SECDEF, SECNAV

and CNO environmental
award ceremonies will take
place June 5-6 in Washing-
ton, D.C.

The sea turtles, fish and endangered birds that make Pearl
Harbor their home are a little bit safer, thanks to an ambi-
tious storm drain stenciling project that was held at NAVSUP
FLCPH. Teams of military and civilian personnel stenciled
environmental reminders alongside 150 storm drains that
empty into the harbor. The messages remind passersby
that any waste or pollutants dumped into the drains will
eventually reach the ocean, where they could endanger
marine life.



Rear Adm. Frank Ponds

Commander, Navy Region
Hawaii and Naval Surface
Group Middle Pacific

Throughout May, our
Navy is saluting the
achievements and contribu-
tions of Asian and Pacific
Americans. The 2012
theme is “Striving for
Excellence in Leadership,
Diversity and
Inclusion.” Here in Hawaii,
Asian and Pacific Heritage
Month has a special mean-
ing. These are just a few
examples of why this month
has so much significance to
us: These are leaders who
are worth emulating: Rear
Adm. Gordon Pai‘ea Chung-

Hoon, a Hawaiian-born
Chinese American was the
first Asian American to
command a Navy warship,
USS Sigsbee (DD 502).
Chung-Hoon saved his ship
after a kamikaze attack in
World War II. Today, the
guided-missile destroyer
USS Chung-Hoon (DDG 93)
operates forward, always
ready, one of our MIDPAC
warfighters, capable of
responding to humanitari-
an crises or ensure mar-
itime security. Vice Adm.
Robert K. U. Kihune, the
first native Hawaiian to
wear three stars, is the for-
mer commander of Naval
Surface Forces, U.S. Pacific
Fleet and an inspiration to
surface warfare officers

everywhere. Today, Adm.
Kihune is chairman of the
USS Missouri Memorial
Association, committed to
preserving the history and
heritage of our Navy and
remembering the sacrifices
of the war in the
Pacific. Our own Navy
Region Hawaii Command
Master Chief Marc Sibal,
born in Angeles City,
Republic of the Philippines,
is featured prominently on
the Naval History and
Heritage Command web-
site, reflective of his nearly
30 years of achievement
and commitment to excel-
lence as region CMC and,
previously, fleet master
chief for Commander, U.S.
7th Fleet. Our CMC has
always demonstrated deck-
plate leadership, champi-
oning people first, above
self. Today, Master Chief

Sibal is one of 191 master
chief petty officers of Asian
and Pacific American her-
itage leading our Navy.
These three individuals –
close to home and close to
the waterfront – clearly
exemplify the theme
“Striving for Excellence in
Leadership, Diversity and
Inclusion” and the highest
ideals of Navy Ethos and
Core Values. Secretary of
the Navy Ray Mabus
explains our commitment
to recognizing, understand-
ing and appreciating
strength through diversity:
“Diversity is important for
a lot of reasons, but the
most important is that we
are better warfighters
when we have a diversity of
ideas, experiences, exper-
tise, and backgrounds to
fulfill our variety of mis-
sions.”

Leadership excellence: Asian and Pacific Heritage Month 2012
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“When they were little, my daughters called
the national anthem the ‘statue song’
because they had to stand still with their
hand on their heart. I’m sure there are
some good alternatives, but I will always

like the Star-Spangled Banner.”

Senior Chief Culinary Specialist
Hermelito Bacalla

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam 

“I am not going to change any of it
because it is part of history and out of
respect to Francis Scott Key who wrote
it.”

The national anthem ‘Star-Spangled
Banner’ was written during the war of
1812. If you could choose any other

song as a national anthem, what would
it be and why?

(Provided by MC1 Donald W. Randall 
and David Underwood Jr.)

Senior Master Sgt. Shannon Wall
PACAF A1

“After reading the question, my immediate
thought reflected back to basic training, hear-
ing Lee Greenwood’s ‘God Bless the U.S.A.’
played throughout the quad every evening.”

David Underwood Jr.
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Public
Affairs 

“My choice would be ‘America the
Beautiful’ because I love the lyrics, and the
Ray Charles version.”

A graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, Vice Adm.
Robert K.U. Kihune was the first vice admiral of
Hawaiian descent. After serving 35 years, Kihune
retired in 1994. 

Department of Defense still media photograph

Vice Adm. Kihune
served in Navy for
35 years

May 11, 2012 Ho’okele  A-3

Story and photo by 
MC3 Christopher
Farrington

USS Halsey (DDG 97)
Public Affairs

BRISBANE, Australia
(NNS) -- More than 50 U.S.
Sailors and distinguished
guests attended the Aus-
tralian-American Associa-
tion 70th anniversary of
the Battle of Coral Sea
commemoration ceremony
May 5 at Newstead Park in
Brisbane, Australia.
Throughout the service,

speakers paid tribute to the
special connection between
the two countries and the
service members who made
the ultimate sacrifice in
defense of their country.
Secretary of Homeland

Security Janet Napolitano
delivered a speech and a
message from President
Barack Obama before laying
a wreath at the foot of the
Australian American War
Memorial.
“The United States has no

stronger ally than Austra-

lia,” she said. “Aussies and
Americans have fought
together and given lives

together at every single
major conflict over the last
100 years.” 

Also in attendance was
Harry Frey, a former Sailor
who served aboard USS

Lexington (CV-2) during the
Battle of Coral Sea. 
“It was great to see so

many people gathered
together in honor of the men
and women who fought dur-
ing the Battle of Coral Sea,”
said Frey. 
Lexington was sunk dur-

ing the Battle of Coral Sea
when the ship was dam-
aged and set on fire by
Imperial Japanese torpedo-
bombers. Frey is one of few
survivors who made it to
safety.
“It could’ve been me, I

was just lucky,” said Frey.
“Right after we came back
up from the sick bay to help
the doctors, it blew up. I
went back up on the flight
deck, and the guys were
abandoning ship. When
they were going over the
side, I kept saying, ‘we are
going to make it, they are
going to salvage us.’”
“All of a sudden the ship

dropped 10 degrees on the
port side, and I thought she
was going to roll then, so we
decided it was time to
leave.” 

For Yeoman 2nd Class
Robert Raynor, a Sailor
assigned to the guided-mis-
sile destroyer USS Halsey
(DDG 97), being able to pay
respects to the veterans
who fought for their coun-
try during World War II
was a humbling experience.
“I’ve read about the

Battle of Coral Sea quite a
few times, but being able to
hear about it in person from
people that were there was
an amazing experience,”
said Raynor.
Distinguished visitors

also laid wreaths at the foot
of the war memorial at
Newstead Park. The cere-
mony included a flyover by
two World War II aircraft
from each country, a
Wirraway and a PT-6
Texan.
(Editor’s note: Harry Frey

and Cecil Wiswel, USS
Lexington survivors, visited
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam prior to and follow-
ing the ceremony in
Australia. See related story
about the Battle of Coral
Sea on page A-7 .)

Veterans, U.S. and Royal Australian navies remember Battle of Coral Sea

Cmdr. Mike Weeldreyer, commanding officer of the guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey
(DDG 97), presents a survivor of the Battle of Coral Sea, who served aboard USS Lexington
(CV-2) during World War II, with a Halsey command coin during a reception commemorating
the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Coral Sea. 

U.S. Navy photo
Midshipman Gordon Pai‘ea Chung-Hoon

COMMENTARY

Ivan Felix  
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam,

ATFP

“I would not change it. The Star
Spangled Banner is a very beautiful
song.  If you listen to music and the
words... it is Americanism.  It speaks of
what America is, Home of the brave and
land of the free.”
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MC2 Daniel Barker

Navy Public Affairs Support
Element West, Det. Hawaii

Military Sealift Command hos-
pital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19)
arrived at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam on the ship’s first
stop of Pacific Partnership 2012
(PP12).
PP12 is a four-and-a-half month

humanitarian and civic assistance
mission to Indonesia, the
Philippines, Vietnam and
Cambodia.
Pacific Partnership 2012 is a

mission that will take medical,
dental, veterinary, engineering
and civic assistance projects to
Southeast Asia and Oceania.
Pacific Partnership missions build
on relationships that have been
developed during previous mis-
sions, for example, Mercy’s partic-
ipation in international relief
efforts following the December
2004 tsunami that struck
Southeast Asia and Mercy’s 2006,
2008 and 2010 humanitarian and
civic assistance deployments to the
region.
Mercy’s role in Pacific

Partnership 2012 is led by three
different element commanders.
U.S. Navy Capt. James Morgan is

the mission commander for Pacific
Partnership 2012 and commander
of San Diego-based Destroyer
Squadron Seven.
“We just arrived here in Hawaii

after leaving San Diego about a
week ago for the Pacific
Partnership 2012 deployment,”
said Morgan. “The mission is to
build relationships, conduct
humanitarian and civic assistance
missions with medical, dental and

engineering subject matter
experts. We build relationships
with our host nations so we can
work together and train together
to respond to natural disasters
that may occur.”
Navy Capt. Timothy Hinman is

commander of the medical treat-
ment facility and is responsible for
the hospital and providing medical
care aboard Mercy and ashore.
Capt. Jonathan Olmsted is

Mercy’s civil service master who
has overall responsibility for the
ship and the safety of its nearly
1,000 passengers. Mercy has a
crew of 70 civil service mariners
who operate and navigate the ship
while Navy planners and medical
personnel plan and execute the
mission.
“It takes 70 civilians to run this

enormous ship with up to a thou-
sand people aboard at any given
time,” said Olmsted. “Mercy is
equipped with up to a thousand
hospital beds and on a mission
like this we’re glad to be using her
capability to provide assistance, to
provide medical treatment, medi-
cal care to those who may not
have seen anything like this
before. We’re real happy to bring
Mercy’s capabilities wherever we
go.”
Throughout the 2012 Pacific

Partnership mission, the 894-foot
Mercy will serve as a platform
from which U.S. and partner
nation militaries and non-govern-
mental organizations will coordi-
nate and carry out humanitarian
and civic activities in each coun-
try. 
Japanese landing ship tank

Oosumi (LST 4001), carrying a
complete medical team, heli-
copters and representatives from

Japanese volunteer organizations,
will join Mercy during its stops in
the Philippines and Vietnam.
MSC’s civil service mariners

are vital to the mission’s success.
They navigate the ship to each
mission stop and provide the
freshwater and electricity needed
to run the shipboard hospital and
to support the mission personnel
living and working aboard.
In addition, the civil service

mariners play a critical role in
mission success by operating two
33-foot utility boats to transport
patients and mission personnel
between ship’s anchorage and
shore. Mercy is too large to pull
pier side at any of the mission
stops. The operation of these
small boats, which can carry more
than twice as many passengers as
Mercy’s two embarked heli-
copters, will greatly increase the
number of people who will benefit
from the mission.
The mission will include per-

sonnel from all branches of the
U.S. military, U.S. departments of
State and Justice, the Agency for
International Development, the
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Association, 12 part-
ner nations, 11 non-governmental
organizations and numerous in-
country organizations.

USNS Mercy hospital ship arrives in Hawaii

codependent active duty
and Guard units in order
to make them perform
more effectively in day-to-
day missions as well as in
wartime environments. 
“Total force units like

ours harness the strengths
of the Air National Guard
and active duty. Main-
taining unity of effort can
be a challenge due to sepa-
rate chains of command,
different cultures and even
different work rules,” said
Brig. Gen. Braden Sakai,
154th Wing commander.
“By signing this MOU, we
are giving our officers,
NCOs and civilians the
structure and tools they
need to ensure unity of
effort in their integrated
work force.”
The MOU formalizes

command relations bet-
ween the two wings and
provides authority for
operational direction for
functional supervisors.
What this means in prac-
tice is that the comman-
ders of the 154th Wing and
15th Wing are enabling
unit Airmen to take direc-
tion from the functional
supervisors appointed over

them—whether they are
active duty or Air National
Guard.
“This authority is cru-

cial for ensuring our lead-
ers are empowered and
held accountable to effec-
tively employ all of the
Airmen working in their
shops while providing
them clear administrative
paths to resolve challenges
and care for their person-
nel,” said Lt. Col. Stanley
Springer, deputy comman-
der for 15th Maintenance
Group.
As noted by comman-

ders and chiefs in both
wings, the MOU is a for-
mal recognition of the pro-
cesses that service mem-
bers are already following.
The MOU simply provides
a basic framework to solve
day-to-day and systemic
challenges that may be
hindering mission execu-
tion. 
In the end, the MOU

will not provide the ans-
wers to every problem, but
it will give members a
viable starting point and
pathway to find more effi-
cient and effective solu-
tions.
(See additional photo on

page A-5)

Force re-definement continues
Continued from A-1Story and photo by 

MC2 Daniel Barker

Navy Public Affairs
Support Element West,
Detachment Hawaii

Three teams of Navy culi-
nary specialists participated
in a cook-off competition May
4 at the Navy dining facility
Silver Dolphin Bistro at
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam (JBPHH).The com-
petition consisted of three,
two-person teams preparing
food for guest judges. Teams
were given full access to the
bistro’s kitchen area, cooking
equipment and seasonings.
Each team had to prepare an
entrée, main dish and
dessert with three portions
each, from provided food
items, within 90 minutes.
Every team also had to incor-
porate a secret ingredient
revealed right before the
competition began, which
this year was parmesan
cheese.
The judges for this year’s

competition were Chief
Master-at-Arms William
Conkle, Master Chief
Culinary Specialist Rory
Bacon and Chef Efren
Valdez, a dining facility

manager at JBPHH. The
judges observed the food
preparation and tasted each
of the final food creations.
Speaking to the contes-

tants, Bacon said “You are
the future of this rate, culi-
nary specialists. When I first
came in, we were taught to
cook things from scratch.
Now the Navy is going back
to a lot of scratch cooking, so
one of the things I was
focused on today, other than
sanitation and food prepara-
tion, was creativity. I’ve
served on small ships,
frigates, destroyers, carriers
and nothing is better than
CSs that can be creative with
what we’ve got.”
The teams were represent-

ed by Culinary Specialist
2nd Class (CS2) Anthony
Occhionero and CS3
Brandon Radomski in team
one, CS2 Micalea Lusk and
CS3 Melanie Beverly in
team two, and CS1 Cheryl
Hill with CSSN Jonisha
Dickson in team three.
The judges scored each

team in many categories,
including preparation tech-
niques, food temperature
when served, and visual pre-
sentation.
“One of the things I’ve

been focusing on is sanita-
tion in dining facilities,” said
Valdez. “I observed washing
the cutting boards between
use, cutting the vegetables,
washing the vegetables and
fruits. Timing is everything.”
After a careful evaluation

of the judges’ scores, team
one was chosen as the win-
ners of this year’s competi-
tion. Occhionero and
Radomski will have an
opportunity to attend the
Commander Navy Instal-
lations Command develop-
ment seminar and competi-

tion in San Diego. Military
food service officers on other
installations will hold simi-
lar competitions, and their
winners will advance to San
Diego to represent their
respective commands and
units.
Attending the seminar

and competition provides
military culinary specialists
with advanced training and
an opportunity to display
their skills in a professional
environment for critique.
(See additional photo on

page A-5)

Navy culinary specialists compete in cook-off

Culinary Specialist 3rd Class Brandon Radomski and
Culinary Specialist 2nd Class Anthony Occhionero hold their
winning certificates following a cooking competition at the
Navy dining facility Silver Dolphin Bistro at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam.

The Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19)
arrives in Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam during a deployment in support
of Pacific Partnership 2012 

U.S. Navy photos by MC2 Tiarra Fulgham and MC2 Daniel Barker



May 11, 2012 Ho’okele  A-5

U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Ronald Gutridge
(Below) Rear Adm. James Caldwell (right), commander of Submarine Force,
U.S. Pacific Fleet (COMSUBPAC), greets Cmdr. David Bynum upon his return
from an  individual augmentee (IA) tour May 3. Bynum departed COMSUB-
PAC as the force chaplain 365 days ago for an IA tour in Afghanistan.

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Kyle Brasier
(Above) Members of the 48th Aerial Port Squadron at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam reposition the
cab of a cargo loader for transport. Training also included classroom work and a load mission on an
aircraft. The loader is used to load and unload cargo aircraft and the aerial porters must mainitain their
qualifications with an annual refresher course.

Jack Terry, Pearl Harbor Navy Exchange loss prevention/safety supervi-
sor, speaks May 4 with Capt. Jeffrey James, commander of Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, about emergency preparedness. The NEX
Emergency Preparedness Expo will take place at the NEX on June 2. 

Photo by Stephanie Lau

U.S. Air Force photo byTech. Sgt. Jerome S. Tayborn
Pacific Air Forces 12 Outstanding Airmen of the Year stand at parade
rest during a wreath-laying ceremony April 23 at the Courtyard of
Heroes, Headquarters Pacific Air Forces, Hawaii. Gen. Gary North,
Pacific Air Forces commander and PACAF’s Command Chief Master
Sgt. Brooke McLean joined the outstanding Airmen to honor those who
died at Hickam Field, Dec. 7, 1941. 

U.S. Navy photo by MC1 Donald Randall
Rear Adm. Frank Ponds, commander of Navy Region Hawaii, passes through
Radford High School’s NJROTC sword arch.  Ponds visited the school’s Military
Youth Advisory Council (MYAC) and Transition center.  Ponds received a transi-
tion center brief by the students followed by a meeting with the MYAC.

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Nathan Allen
Tech. Sgt. Thomas Fleming, 15th Maintenance Group quality assurance inspector,
inspects Staff Sgt. Chris Takesue, 154th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron crew
chief, on the correct operation of a single point refueling panel May 8 at Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.



Story and photo by 
MC1 Katherine Hofman

Chief of Naval Personnel
Public Affairs

COLORADO SPRINGS,
Colo. (NNS) – Team
Navy/Coast Guard wel-
comed 17 rookie athletes to
the 2012 Warrior Games
which were held May 1
through 5. 
One newcomer to the

Warrior Games was
Gunner’s Mate 1st Class
Jeannette Tarqueno, who
sustained a traumatic brain
injury (TBI) in December
2011 while deployed aboard
USS Port Royal (CG 73) in
the Middle East. 
Following her accident,

Traqueno has had to re-
learn how to walk and talk.
“My rehabilitation is

great. I’ve had so much
progress [that] I feel pretty
normal,” she said.  Only
three months after her TBI,
she recently found out she
passed the chief’s exam.  
Pleased with her slow but

steady recovery, Tarqueno
was excited when she was

notified about her selection
onto Team Navy/Coast
Guard.   
“It’s encouraging; I saw I

wasn’t going to have as
many problems as I thought
I would. Once you get start-
ed, it all comes back,” said
Taraqueno.  Faced with bal-
ance issues, Tarqueno had to
re-learn how to ride a bicy-
cle.  “I’ve always been
active,” she said. “I have
always played sports, dan-
ced and been competitive.”
She has learned that the

Warrior Games are differ-
ent.  “You learn you are not
by yourself. [Warrior ath-
letes] have some of the same
problems,” said Tarqueno.
“They help you and give you
advice. Your family and
friends can only do so
much.”
That spirit has supported

Tarqueno with her partici-
pation in the Warrior
Games. “I’m going to do the
best I can do, and I’m never
going to quit,” she said. 
Tarqueno competed in

cycling and swimming dur-
ing the Warrior Games.
Retired Navy Aviation

Machinist’s Mate 2nd Class
Brandon Griffith, diagnosed
with leukemia in June
2010, was thrilled to learn
he gained a spot on Team
Navy/Coast Guard for War-
rior Games 2012.  
Having thrown shot put

and competed on a rifle
team in high school, Griffith
was psyched to finally get
reacquainted with the
sports. “I’m rusty, but I’ve
learned a lot today on
mechanics,” he said.
Griffith took his commit-

ment to participating in the
Warrior Games so seriously
that when he found out he
made the team, he bought a
shot put and began to prac-
tice at his friend’s house. 
He  said he was excited

about having the chance to
compete.  “I’m meeting peo-
ple and having the Navy
camaraderie and getting to
know people who know the
Navy lingo. Being new, I’m
getting to know more people
[on the team] every day,”
said Griffith.
Griffith said he  is

inspired by his fellow ath-
letes. “Everybody has their

own story, their own hard-
ship. It is amazing to see
what [my teammates] can
do. It doesn’t matter what
[injury] they have, they don’t
make it a big deal,” he said. 
The 35 warrior athletes

participated as Team Navy/
Coast Guard, sponsored by
Navy Safe Harbor, the Navy
and Coast Guard’s wounded
warrior support program, a
key component of the

Department of the Navy’s
21st Century Sailor and
Marine initiative. The initia-
tive is meant to maximize
Sailor and Marine personal
readiness, build resiliency,
and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history
of the Department of the
Navy.
The Warrior Games, host-

ed by the U.S. Olympic
Committee’s paralympics

military program, provides
an opportunity for wounded,
ill and injured service mem-
bers to participate in com-
petitive sports against mem-
bers of other branches of ser-
vice. 
For more information

about Navy Safe Harbor,
visit http://safeharbor.navy
live.dodlive.mil, call 877-
746-8563, or email safehar-
bor@navy.mil.
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Story and photo by
Jazzmin Williams

Contributing Writer

Ashley Zadel, a 10-year-
old fifth grade student at
Hickam Elementary School,
won an award in the
Hawaiian Electric
Company’s (HECO) 2012
Sustainable Gift Contest on
April 28. 
“I couldn’t even take her

photo, I was shaking,” said
Shannon Tanabe-Clark,
Zadel’s fifth-grade teacher.
“I was extremely excited
and happy for her.”
HECO created the contest

to raise awareness of the
dangers of metallic balloons
so often seen at graduation.
When released, the balloons
can get tangled in power

lines and cause power out-
ages. 

Students interested in
entering the contest first

had to do research on the
damage metallic balloons

could cause and write an
essay, according to Tanabe-
Clark. They had to submit a
hand-made sustainable
graduation gift alternative.
“I thought it was cool that

they wanted to make gifts
out of recyclables, and when
I started doing research
about the whole Mylar bal-
loon effect, I wanted to try a
new start,” Zadel said. 
Zadel, the daughter of Lt.

Col. Jeremy Zadel and his
wife Sonja, made small
charms out of sea glass and
wire, winning the kinder-
garten through fifth grade
category.  She credited
always having a fascination
with sea glass as part of her
inspiration. With some trial
and error and help from her
mother, Zadel perfected her
technique.

After being chosen to be
one of 29 finalists, Zadel was
invited to the HECO Grow
Hawaiian Festival held at
Bishop Museum. There her
creations were on display
alongside other finalists,
and attendees of the event
assessed and voted on the
best ones. Entries were
judged on originality, cre-
ativity and gift appeal.
“I was shocked, but not as

shocked as I planned I
would be if I won,” Zadel
said. “I was pretty calm.”
For her efforts, Zadel

received an iPad 2 and $100
for her class. When asked
what the $100 would be
used for, Zadel’s answer was
simple.
“Our end of the year

party,” Zadel said with a
smile.

Hickam Elementary School fifth-grader wins island-wide HECO award

Ashley Zadel, a Hickam Elementary fifth grader, holds one of the sea glass charms she
made as part of the Hawaiian Electric Company's 2012 Sustainable Gift Contest. Her
charms were the winning entry for the island-wide contest in the kindergarten to fifth grade
category.

JBPHH Sailor participates in 2012 Warrior Games

Team Navy and Coast Guard kicked off the 2012 Warrior Games with a  show of team spir-
it on the first day of competition during the cycling event May 1.
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Battle of the Coral Sea, a prelude to a turning point
Jim Neuman

Navy Region Hawaii
Historian

In the earliest days of the
Pacific War, the United
States stood nearly alone in
the struggle against the
forces of Imperial Japan.
Though the attack on the
U.S. Pacific Fleet in Pearl
Harbor had been a success,
it had not been the over-
whelming knockout blow
that the Japanese navy had
hoped for a American forces,
though drastically limited,
still managed to roam the
peripheral of the Japanese
Empire, conducting hit and
run operations against
island outposts and defen-
sive facilities.  
Adm. Ernest King, the

commander-in-chief of the
United States Fleet, intend-
ed to show the enemy that
the United States had no
intention of lying down or
waiting until her forces
could be sufficiently built up
for a large scale offensive.
Instead, he ordered the
remaining Pacific Fleet car-
riers to strike the Japanese
on the perimeter of their
vast oceanic empire and
force them to spread their
forces thin in defense.  
From the Japanese stand-

point, the first five months of
the war had gone very well,
exceeding expectations, but
America’s response to
Japan’s actions were trou-
bling.  The carrier raids, par-
ticularly the wildly unortho-
dox Doolittle Raid of April
27, 1942, showed all too
clearly that though
America’s forces were crip-

pled, her resolve was firm,
and the emperor would
never be secure while
American carriers were able
to move in and out of
Japanese controlled waters
undetected.  A decisive bat-
tle would have to be fought,
sooner rather than later, and
the American carriers would
have to be destroyed.  That
battle would be fought in
June near Midway Atoll and
would not go Japan’s way.
The Battle of Midway has

often been referred to as the
turning point of the Pacific
War.  Indeed if it was not the
turning point, it was one of
several possibilities and its
significance cannot be
denied, but largely unher-
alded is the significance of
the events that took place in

the month before that semi-
nal battle.  
The actions of May 4

through 8, 1942, in the
waters off eastern Australia,
New Guinea and the
Solomon Islands, set up the
American Navy for success
at Midway in ways that are
often overlooked.  Australia
was of vital importance to
the Allied effort in the
Pacific.  From that southern
Pacific continent, one of the
few land masses in the
southeast Pacific as yet
unoccupied by Japanese
troops, the Americans were
already building up the
Army ground and air forces
that would launch a great
counter offensive and roll up
the Japanese empire.  
As a result, Japanese mil-

itary planners began formu-
lating an operation that
would allow Japanese forces
to dominate the South
Pacific by capturing first,
Port Moresby in southern
New Guinea, and then later
occupying New Caledonia
and Fiji. This would not only
threaten Australia, but
would essentially cut off
America’s supply lines to
Australia and greatly hinder
any counter offensive from
that quarter.
A report produced by the

Pacific Fleet staff in April
1942 indicated that though
the Americans were at a
decided material disadvan-
tage in carrier and shore-
based air strength, the one
advantage that they could
claim was in the area of intel-

ligence.  Accurate know-
ledge of the enemy’s deploy-
ment of forces and direction
of advance could provide an
opportunity to deploy
remaining American forces
in hopes of stopping the
Japanese juggernaut.   
Intelligence gathered from

Station Hypo at Pearl
Harbor anticipated the
Japanese intentions for Port
Moresby and on April 19,
1942, the USS Lexington
(CV-2) and her screening
ships were ordered to pro-
ceed to a point 300 nm north-
west of New Caledonia,
where they would ren-
dezvous May 1 with the USS
Yorktown (CV-5) and the
ships of Task Force 17.  From
there, it was hoped that with
the advantage of surprise,
skill and a little luck, they
could head off the Port
Moresby invasion and safe-
guard the vital supply lines
to the region.
The contest was marked

by confusion as the two fleets
sparred between May 4 and
May 6, with aircraft from the
USS Yorktown attacking
Japanese forces launching
an invasion of Tulagi in the
Solomon Islands.  Later, the
Port Moresby invasion force
was spotted, and bombers
from the Lexington scored
direct hits on the Japanese
escort carrier Shoho, sending
her to the bottom with the
now famous epitaph,
“scratch one flattop!”  
The loss of Shoho and her

attached air cover led the
Japanese commander of the
invasion forces to the fateful
decision to retreat until a
later date.  That date would
never come, leaving Port

Moresby under Allied con-
trol.  On the morning of May
7, the two opposing fleets
launched air attacks against
each other, marking the first
carrier-to-carrier engage-
ment in history.  The day
ended with the loss of the
Lexington and the Yorktown
badly damaged.  Japan was
also scarred with the crip-
pling of the fleet carrier
Shokaku. 
Typically, history counts

the Battle of the Coral Sea
as a tactical victory for
Japan, considering the loss
of the “Lady Lex,” one of
America’s only remaining
aircraft carriers, but a
strategic victory for the
United States.  The aggres-
sive posture of Admirals
King and Nimitz set out to
prevent the Japanese from
expanding their ocean
empire to the South Pacific
and, with the cancelation of
the Port Moresby invasion,
their strategy proved suc-
cessful, but the victory car-
ried with it even greater
import. 
Japan’s next great battle,

the attempted invasion of
Midway just one month
later would be without the
services of two of their
frontline carriers and air-
craft of the Shokaku and
the Zuikaku, essentially
bringing the odds of that
clash to a more even keel.
Though damaged and in
need of major repair, the
USS Yorktown and her air
groups underwent a leg-
endary rehabilitation at the
Pearl Harbor Naval Ship-
yard and contributed
mightily to America’s great
victory at Midway. 

U.S. Navy photo
USS Lexington, seen from USS Yorktown, during Battle of Coral Sea.

Brief bridge closure planned for morning of May 16
The Adm. Clarey (Ford Island) Bridge will be closed to vehicle and pedestrian traffic from 9 to 10:30 a.m. May 16 for routine maintenance. 
The port security waterborne barrier will be closed during the maintenance period also, and small boat traffic will not be permitted under the bridge. 

example, the Joint Base
Security Department has
increased mobile, foot and
military working dog patrols
throughout all on-base hous-
ing areas. In addition, the
Air Force Office of Special
Investigations and the Joint
Base Security Department
have formed a task force to
focus on deterring theft and
catching theft suspects. 
“Base personnel, to

include juveniles, who are
found to be in violation of
base rules and regulations,
to include theft, possession
or use of illegal drugs, and
other violations, face prose-
cution in federal court, evic-
tion from base housing, bar-
ment from base and other
potential sanctions,” said
Gimbrone.
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-

Hickam is a tight-knit com-
munity and members of the
base, along with joint base
leadership and law enforce-
ment personnel working
together, can make a differ-
ence in reducing or even
eliminating inappropriate
behavior on the base.
Anyone who observes a vio-
lation of rules, regulations or
laws is encouraged to imme-
diately report the violation
to the Joint Base Security
Department via the regional
dispatch center at 474-2222,
471-1550 or 471-1551, or in
the event of an emergency,
call 911 or 449-COPS (2677).

Security alert 
continues
Continued from A-1

A “World War II West
Loch Internees Ceremony”
will be held at 3 p.m. May
21 at the National Memorial
Cemetery of the Pacific at
Punchbowl, honoring Sold-
iers who died at West Loch
Pearl Harbor on May 21,
1944. Philip Baham, an
original Tuskegee Airman
who resides on Oahu, will be
presented with his Congres-
sional Gold Medal by guest
speaker Rear Adm. Frank
Ponds, commander of Navy
Region Hawaii and Naval
Surface Group Middle
Pacific. For more informa-
tion, call 597-1341 or visit
www.aadcch.org.

West Loch ceremony
planned for May 21
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Region Legal Services
Office Hawaii

Navy:

Spice has been a growing
problem at local com-
mands.  This quarter, three
Sailors went to non-judicial
punishment (NJP) for
using or possessing the
synthetic drug.  Each were
reduced in rank, made to
forfeit one-half pay for one
month, and given restric-
tion for 30 to 45 days. 
Three other Sailors went

to summary court martial
for using Spice.  Each
received 30 days in the
brig, reduction to E-1, plus
forfeiture of two-thirds  pay
for one month.
Additionally, alcohol was

a problem for several
Sailors this quarter, sub-
jecting them to NJP.  Three
members, including an E-7,
were caught driving under
the influence.  Each mem-
ber was subject to the full
arsenal of punishments at
NJP for their respective
pay grades, including
reduction in rank and for-
feiture of pay.  
• Sailor found guilty for

unauthorized absence on
multiple occasions.  He was
reduced in rank and subject
to 45 days of extra duty
after getting treatment for
alcoholism.  
• Sailor found guilty at

NJP for attempted assault.
He was reduced in rank,
forfeited one-half  pay for
two months and had 45
days of extra duty.
• Sailor found guilty for

disorderly conduct, commu-
nicating a threat, and flight
from arrest.  The Sailor
was awarded forfeiture of
one-half pay for one month,
restriction for 45 days and
extra duties for 45 days.
• Sailor found guilty of

three specifications in vio-
lation of a lawful order, and
one specification for larce-
ny.  He was reduced in
rank, subject to forfeiture
of one-half pay for two
months and 45 days extra
duty.
• Sailor found guilty of

unauthorized absence and
false official statements.
He was reduced in grade,
restricted for 30 days and
given extra duties for 30
days.  
• E7 found guilty for

possession of steroids and
was sentenced to forfeiture
of one-half pay for two
months and a reprimand.
Four courts-martial were

also prosecuted by the
Region Legal Service Office
Hawaii:

• E6 was convicted of
violating Articles 86, 92,
121 and 134, UCMJ. Sailor
was sentenced to confine-
ment for one year, a bad-
conduct discharge, reduc-
tion to E-1 and a $30,000
fine.
• E4 was convicted of

violating Articles 86, 87,
and 128, UCMJ and sen-
tenced to 200 days confine-
ment and reduction to E1.
• E3 was convicted of

violating Article 128 (child
abuse), UCMJ and sen-
tenced to 270 days confine-
ment and reduction to E1.
• E4 was convicted of

violating Article 134 (child
pornography), UCMJ and
sentenced to 15 months
confinement, a bad-conduct
discharge, and reduction to
E1.

Air Force:

Since the beginning of
2012, joint base Airmen
received 14 non-judicial
punishments (NJP) for var-
ious misconduct.  Of those,
three were for use of the
intoxicating substance
known as Spice.  Each of
the Airmen involved was
reduced in rank, with two
of the Airmen also receiv-
ing forfeitures in pay and
additional duties.  
Additionally, six Airmen

faced NJP for alcohol-relat-
ed incidents with five of
those being arrests for driv-
ing under the influence of
alcohol. The range of pun-
ishments for those Airmen
included reduction in rank
up to two grades, forfei-
tures in pay, restriction to
base and additional duties.  
Four courts-martial were

also prosecuted by the 15th
Wing Legal Office during
this same period. 
• Two of these cases

were for illegal drug use
and possession.  A senior
NCO was prosecuted for
use, possession and impor-
tation of steroids and was
sentenced to six months
confinement and a bad con-
duct (punitive) discharge.  
• A junior enlisted mem-

ber was prosecuted for pos-
session and use of marijua-
na and was sentenced to
reduction in rank, forfei-
tures in pay, restriction to
base and additional duties.
This Airman was adminis-
tratively discharged from
the service.  
• Another court-martial

was for DUI.  In addition to
the reduction in rank, forfei-
tures in pay, restriction to
base and additional duties,
this Airman was also sen-
tenced to time in jail.   

You use, you lose

Earth Tip:  Use water wisely.  The National Weather
Service reported on April 5 that a 10 percent water use
restriction remains in place on Oahu as a precaution as we
head into the dry season. 
Those at sea know the value of fresh water and of course

the Navy invented the “Navy shower.”  A full bathtub can
use 70 gallons of water; a 20-minute shower can consume 60
gallons but a “Navy shower” can get a person squeaky clean
with as little as 3 gallons.   The Board of Water Supply advis-
es against watering lawns between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.
See Seven Ways to Save Water at:  http://www.hbws.

org/cssweb/display.cfm?storyID=1222.  If you see water
being wasted on Navy property, call the NAVFAC Hawaii
Customer Service Desk at 471-8481.  

Earth tip: Use water wisely

May 17:  Military Family Appreciation Day at
the Honolulu Zoo
May 24:  HURREX
May 31:  Battle of Midway – Pearl Harbor
Naval Shipyard
June 7:  Battle of Midway – Commander
Pacific Fleet (role of crypto-analysis, legacy
of Midway)
June 14:  JEMS
June 21:  RIMPAC:  Partnerships
June 28:  MCBH: Air show coming

(The segments currently air between 6:20 and 6:30 a.m. each
Thursday. Previous segments can be viewed at
http://bit.ly/KHONNavy)

Got a story for KHON Hawaii Navy News?
Email editor@hookelenews.com or call Navy Region
Hawaii Public Affairs at 473-2875. Stories must have a
Navy tie and be of interest to the general public.

KHON (FOX) TV 2 Hawaii Navy
News

upcoming segments
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Navy Region Hawaii
Fleet and Family Readiness
Marketing

On April 21 and May 5,
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam Morale, Welfare and
Recreation (MWR) and
Military Family Support
Center hosted “father-daugh-
ter dances” at the Hickam
Officers’ Club in recognition
of Child Abuse Prevention
Month. Both the dinner
dances sold out with all
500 tickets purchased.

According to Chet
Adessa, family advocacy
prevention education special-
ist for the Military and
Family Support Center
(MFSC), the dances started
five years ago as an idea to
help fathers and daughters
get to know each other in a
less formal setting.
Adessa said, “The purpose

of the dance is to stress the
importance of the father-
daughter relationship, help
dads and daughters get to
know each other in an infor-
mal atmosphere.”
MWR provided door

prizes, light snacks,

decorations andmusic
with a DJ and a balloon
sculptor. “The father-daugh-
ter has since evolved to a
much larger event with a din-
ner, DJ, individual craft
activities and ‘get-to-know-
you’ activities,” Adessa said.
At the dinner dance, MWR

provided formal photographs,
which will be available on
www.greatlifehawaii.com, for
fathers and daughters to help
cement the memories made
that night.
Adessa explained that the

father-daughter dance is
important to him. “The father-
daughter bond is so important
because this is the young girl’s
first contact or impression of
men and who they are, and
they almost subconsciously
carry that (throughout their
lives) when they get in rela-
tionships with boys in school
and in their adult lives,” he
said.
He added that some stud-

ies have shown that girls who
have a strong relationship
with their fathers are not
only more self-confident but
also self-reliant. They also
tend to have great academic
achievements, which can

help with job opportunities in
the future, he said.
While attendees waited in

line for dinner, the host went
around asking the daughters
what animal their dad would
be. The question had interest-
ing results. Some examples
included:
“My daddy would be an eel

because he is shocking.”
“My dad would be a dog

because he likes to bark
orders.”
“My dad would be a bear

because he is big.”
“My dad would be a dog

because he is my best friend.”
“I just wanted to say ‘thank

you’ for hosting the father-
daughter dance at JBPHH
this year. It really meant the
world to us,’” stated Brad
Vilgos, who attended the April
21 dance, and posted his
comment on Great Life
Hawaii’s Facebook page.
Sean Tracy, along

with his 9-year-old
daughter Olivia and his
6-year-old Abagail,
were at the event for
the first time and said
they had fun. “We love
dancing with our dad!,”
the girls exclaimed
together.

Emily Bowling, age 9, said
she loved dancing to
Justin Bieber with her father,
while Jonathon Bowling said,
“This is a great opportunity
for me to connect with my
daughter on a deeper level.
She is growing up so fast.”
Robert Cabino, with his

daughter Kaitlyn, age 8, and
Ken Holifield, with his daugh-
terCarmen, age 7, bought their
tickets together.Kaitlynsaid, “I
really, really, really, really,
really, really, love getting to
spend time with my dad.”

Both girls and dads admit-
ted that dancing had been
their favorite part so far, espe-
cially to “Fireworks” by Katy
Perry and “Party in the USA”
by Miley Cyrus.
Each of the father-daughter

pairs said “we can’t wait” to
attend next

y e a r ’ s
dance.

Photo illustration | Photos courtesy of Navy Region Hawaii
Fleet and Family Readiness Marketing



Story & photos by Hickam-
Pearl Harbor Ohana Girl
Scout Service Unit

More than 100 Girl Scouts
from troops based at Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Aliamanu
Military Reservation and Fort
Shafter loaded onto a C-17
Globemaster on May 5, to
“bridge” to the next level of Girl
Scouting.
The girls’ walk through

the aircraft and out to their
waiting families symbolized
not just their journey in complet-
ing a Girl Scout requirement,
but also symbolized their
part in the next century
of Girl Scouting. This
year marks the 100th anniver-
sary of Girl Scouts.
This bridging ceremony is also

significant because the troops’
have the support of the flight
crew at hangar 19, which donat-
ed use of the plane and volun-
teers to help with the ceremony.
Personnel from the 15th
Maintenance Group arranged for
the aircraft and hangar, and vol-
unteered to assist with the cere-
mony.
“It was wonderful! Thank you

for providing a unique memory
for our girls,” said Kimberly
Kanetzky, mom of newly bridged
Junior Girl Scout, Emma
Kanetzky of Troop 188.
Every girl participating is the

daughter of a military member,
Air Force, Navy or Army, and
has found Girl Scouting as a
touchstone for support as they
move from duty station to duty
station.

During their time in Hawaii,
most of these girls have complet-
ed numerous community service
projects. Together, the Girl
Scouts of Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam, Aliamanu
Military Reservation and Fort
Shafter have amassed hundreds
of hours of community service.
“Our goal was for the pro-

gram to be girl-run. The adults
didn’t touch the microphone
before, during or after the cere-
mony. The girls did a great
job!” added Ginny Obert, ser-
vice unit manager, Hickam-
Pearl Harbor-Ohana Girl Scout
Service Unit.
“The girl-led program was

fantastic, and the girls enjoyed
being honored in a special way,”
added Sharon Work, leader of
Daisy Troop 50.
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Story and photo by
Randy Dela Cruz

Sports Editor

Senior Airman Akira Hose
booted in two goals in the
first half and added another
in the second half May 5 to
lead the defending base
intramural champions
KuniaGallos to a 5-0 shutout
over USS Columbia (SSN
771) in a matchup of Blue
Division teams at Earhart
Field, Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam.
The win improved Kunia’s

division-leading record to 8-
1, as Columbia dropped their
third game against three
wins and one tie.
In recording the rare hat

trick, Hose used his quick-
ness to beat the defense on a
long pass on his first score
and knocked in a header for
his second tally, before tak-
ing it in himself early in the
second half for his third and
final goal.
Later in the second half,

Hose assisted on the team’s
fourth goal of the game when
he kicked the ball to team-
mate Staff Sgt. Matt Frengs,
who popped in a head shot
past the

Columbia goalkeeper and
into the net.
“I was basically just trying

to bait the defense into trying
to set the offside trap,” said
Hose about his first goal of
the day. “Once they (defense)
made their move, I signaled
my guy to send the ball to
catch them off-balance
and I just ran behind
the defense and was
able to get it behind
the keeper.”
While the first goal

highlighted the foot
speed of Hose, his
second goal
zeroed in on the
Gallos’ precision
passing and team-
work.
On the attack,

Cryptologic Technician
(Collection) 3rd Zach
Camburn appeared
to be trapped out on
the right corner
next to the
Columbia goal.
With one

signal from
H o s e ,
w h o
w a s

positioned in the box at the
goal, Camburn kicked a per-
fect pass to Hose, which
resulted in a header for the
team’s second score.
“I was definitely trying to

signal him because the ball
was getting hung up a lot in
the wind,” Hose said. “So he

just had to send it deep-
er, past the defense,
and hopefully
I could
l e a p
o v e r

and head

it into the
goal. It was a
beautiful ball.”
The two goals

gave Kunia a 2-0
lead at halftime
even though
Hose and Gallos

team caption Cryptologic
Technician (Interpretive) 1st
Class Steven Bloom both
admitted that the team was-
n’t playing at its best.
“I think we had some peo-

ple out of position,” Hose
noted. “We kind of made
adjustments as the game
went on, and people were
able to click a lot better.”
Bloom said that while the

Gallos are the defending
champs, the team has been
known to take some time
before it warms up – a situ-
ation that, he said, will need
to be corrected before the
playoffs.
“Maybe sometimes we

come here relaxed and lack-
adaisical, and it takes awhile
to get it together,” he said.
“We have our moments, but
we have to work hard to get
more moments, so it turns
into a half and then a full
game. We have to start play-
ing better games.”
As if on cue, the Gallos

came out of the break on fire
as Hose continued his hot
day by knocking in his third
goal of the game on the
team’s second shot on goal in
the second half.
Moments later, Hose

delivered a crisp shot toward

the goal for Frengs, who took
the pass and headed a clean
shot to the back of the net.
Up 4-0, with its defense

holding the Columbia to zero
shots on goal in the second
half, Camburn added the
final goal to complete the win
for Kunia.
Although the team com-

pleted its championship
season last year without a
loss, Hose, who was a
member of the squad, said
that he believes that this
edition of the Gallos might

be even better.

Armed with
other key
re turnees ,
such as
Bloom and
Cryptologic
T e c h n i c i a n
(Interpretive) 3rd
Class Winston
Jackson, Hose
said that the
Gallos are ready
to repeat.
“Oh, I think

we’re much better,” he
shared. “The fact that we’ve
had another year to play with
each other, relatively the
same core, and new additions
that give us a lot more speed,
we’re muchmore athletic this
year.”
Bloom, who has been a

member of the Gallos for the
past seven years, agreed with
Hose and said that, while he
is cautious, he is looking to go
out a winner.
“This is the last year that

I’ll play and Jackson’s done,
so this is it for the Gallos and
we’re going to try and make
this a special season,” Bloom
said. “We have the offensive

power andwe have a great
midfield, so the talent is

there to win it again.
What we have to
do is concentrate,
have fun, and
come out and per-
form. If we just
live up to half of
our potential, I
think we’ll win.
I think we
have by far the
best team,
best players,
but if we don’t
perform, we’re
going to lose.”

Defending champs Kunia romps to eighth win

Senior Airman Akira Hose, striker for the defending
base intramural soccer champions Kunia Gallos,
heads in a shot past a USS Columbia (SSN 771)
defender for a goal during a Blue Division game at
Earhart Field.

Daughters of military members ‘bridge’ to next century of Girl Scouting

With a Girl Scout handshake and a lei, Stephanie Desroches of Junior Troop
32 is welcomed to the Cadette level by Ginny Obert, service unit manager.
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Story and photo by
Randy Dela Cruz

Sports Editor

The Hawaii Air National
Guard (HIANG) broke out
to a 13-2 lead after three
innings May 7, then held
their breath to earn a tough
17-13 win over the Divers
in an intramural softball
White Division game at
Hickam Softball Complex,
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam.
With the win, the

HIANG made it six wins in
a row after dropping their
season opener, while the
Divers from Pearl Harbor
Naval Shipyard had their
record slip to 4-3.
In the showdown

between two of the top five
teams in the division, it
was the Divers that broke
out on top first with a run
in the opening frame.
However in the bottom of

the first, the HIANG
answered the call quickly

and loudly with a six-run
explosion.
Staff Sgt.

Mike Victorino
delivered the
first big blow by
slicing a single for
two runs after Staff
Sgt. Jon Fukumoto
walked to load the
bases with no outs.
Staff Sgt. John

Arakaki added
another clutch
single to make
it 3-1,
a n d

then, with
two runners
on base, Staff
Sgt. Eugene
Winchester sent
them all home by
crushing the first
pitch over the center-
field fence for a
three-run jack.
“Good pitch, good

swing, I was just
thankful that it went
over,” said Winchester,
whose blast was just
the start of things to

come. “Right off of the
bat, I knew. It’s when

you don’t feel it,
you know it’s
gone.”

After HIANG pitcher
Chief Master Sgt. Vince
Ramos posted a zero in the
top of the second, the bats
of his teammates were at it
again in the bottom of the
inning.
This time, the damage

came after two outs, with a
man on second, before the
HIANG batters went to
work.

Following a fly out
to right field by sec-
ond baseman Tech.
Sgt. Charlie
McKintosh for the sec-
ond out, the HIANG
scored five times on
three hits and two
errors.

Again, the big hit
was delivered by
Winchester, who
slugged a double to
drive in two runs.
Although Ramos

managed to hold the
Divers to a single
run in the top of the
third, things start-
ed to pick up in
the next frame
when the bats
of the Divers
started to
come alive.

Leading off the top of the
fourth, Navy Diver 3rd
Class Shaun Egly dug into
an offering from Ramos and
crushed it over the fence for
a home run.
The shot seemed to

revive the Divers’ attack, as
the team picked up four
singles en route to two
more runs in the inning.
While the HIANG came

back to score four runs,
which included another
RBI double by Winchester,
the Divers were just start-
ing to heat up.
The team outscored the

HIANG, 8-0, over the final
two frames, but the Divers’
total came up a little short
and too late.
“We don’t practice, so it

takes us a little bit to get
going,” explained Egly
about the team’s late start.
“After a couple of at-bats,
we finally get the sticks
rolling. We just need to
come out and start sooner.
We’re all here to have fun,
but if we came out a little
more serious and wanted to
win a little more, it might
be better for us.”
Winchester said that

although the Divers did a

great job of turning a rout
into a game, he felt confident

that the HIANG
would prevail.

“I was kind
of worried,
but we knew

that we had
the last at-bat,” he

said. “Just do the best we
can because anything can
happen in softball.”
After their surprise in the

season opener, the HIANG
is back in command and has
resumed their usual role of
pennant contender.
With the way the team

hits the ball, Winchester
said that the championship
is on its radar, but more
importantly, everyone on
the HIANG is just out to
enjoy the ride.
“Everybody looks for that

championship game, but
it’s not something that
we’re going to put all of our
time and effort into,” he
noted. “That (champi-
onship) is definitely our
goal, but whatever hap-
pens, happens. We come
out here to enjoy ourselves
and spend time with each
other. That’s what it’s all
about.”

HIANG holds on to beat Divers in slugfest

Staff Sgt. Eugene Winchester, an outfielder for the Hawaii Air National
Guard (HIANG), keeps his eyes on the ball before blasting a ground rule
double in the team’s game against the Divers.

Pearl City Units Junior
Enlisted Association

Pearl City Units Junior
Enlisted Association, consist-
ing of the SEAL Delivery
Vehicle Team ONE (SDVT-
1) and Naval Special
Warfare Group Three
Logistics and Support Unit
(LOGSU3) Junior Enlisted
Association (JEO), recently
participated in a road side
clean-up and delivered
stuffed animals that had
been collected for the
Prevent Child Abuse
Hawaii’s 15th Annual Teddy
Bear Round-up.
Yeoman Seaman S.

Herrera and Machine
Repairman 2nd Class K.
Sturdivant delivered two
large garbage bags full of

stuffed animals.
In support of National

Child Abuse Awareness
Month and month of the mil-
itary child, the JEO collected
new or gently used teddy
bears and stuffed animals.
The donations were made

at the annual Teddy Bear
Round-up and Family
Resource Fair. The collection
ended with boxes around
various office spaces on the
compound.
Like last year’s effort, this

year’s teddy bear round-up
took place at Pearlridge
Shopping Center. Many vol-
unteers stood by to receive,
and the community brought
their teddy bears and stuffed
animals to donate. The teddy
bears and stuffed animals col-
lected will be donated to the

domestic abuse shelters and
children’s hospitals around
Hawaii, according to a repre-
sentative from Prevent Child
Abuse Hawaii.
Besides the collection of

stuffed animals, Prevent
ChildAbuseHawaii also coor-
dinated a resource fair for
families to spread awareness
of child abuse prevention.
Did you know:
•A report of child abuse is

made every 10 seconds .
• More than five children

die every day as a result of
child abuse.
• Approximately 80 per-

cent of children that die from
abuse are under the age of 4.
• For more info contact

visit the website
http://preventchildabusehaw
aii.org/.

Sailors from Navy commands offer tender touch

Photo courtesy of Pearl City Units Junior Enlisted Association
The Pearl City Units Junior Enlisted Association delivered stuffed animals that had been
collected for the Prevent Child Abuse Hawaii’s 15th Annual Teddy Bear Round-up.

Story and photo by
Randy Dela Cruz

Sports Editor

Moments after the
647th Logistics Readiness
Squadron (647 LRS) handed
the 735th Air Mobility
Squadron (735 AMS) their
first loss of the season, the
Kunia Kavemen racked up
three big innings May 8 to
get by the 613th Air and
Space Operation Center
(613 AOC), 18-14. They top-
pled the final undefeated
Gold Division team in an
intramural softball matchup
at Millican Field, Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam.
With the win, the

Kavemen, who won the final
Navy intramural softball
championship in 2010, have
placed themselves right
back in the hunt for the pen-
nant with a record of 5-2,
while the 613 AOC now
stands at 4-1.
“This was a huge win

for us,” said Kunia center
fielder Chief Cryptologic
Technician (Collection) Jake
Turner. “We won our first
three games in a row and
then, I think, we got over-
confident and lost two in a
row. I think, right now,
we’re catching our stride as
a team.”
Turner’s clutch hitting

was a big part of the
Kavemen’s win over the 613.
Batting cleanup, Turner

helped Kunia’s cause by
whacking a single to drive in
a run in the first inning, a
two-out, two-run base hit in
the second, and another sin-
gle, with the bases loaded, to

drive in two more runs in an
eight-run eruption in the top
of the fifth.
“I had a few situations,

where there was two outs,
and I knew there was an
RBI opportunity,” he said. “I
didn’t want to overdo it. I
wanted to stay on top of the
ball and just drive the ball
and drive in the runs. I felt
great about it. They were big
hits, and our team really
needed it at that time.”
Against the 613, Kunia

broke out their batting
shirts early as the team ral-
lied for five runs on five hits
in the top of the first, and

four runs on five hits in the
second.
Besides three RBIs from

Turner in the first two
innings, teammates Lt.
Cmdr. Troy Smith stoked a
double for two runs in the
first, and Master Chief
Cryptologic Technician
(Collection) (SW) Steve
Pitzen hit a two-out triple to
drive in Turner in the sec-
ond.
“We knew we had a tough

opponent and we had a cou-
ple games where we didn’t
score runs early,” Turner
said. “Knowing that we had
that cushion put us in the

position where we could play
defense and hopefully tack
on some additional runs just
to maintain that lead.”
Although Kunia bats fell

silent in the third and fourth
innings, the team seemed to
reenergize itself after Pitzen,
leading off the fifth inning,
beat out a close play at first
by diving head first onto the
bag.
The Kavemen followed

Pitzen’s hustling play by rap-
ping out two more singles to
load the bases, before Smith
smashed a shot down the
third base line to drive in two
runs.

Kunia batted around the
order in the top of the fifth
and seemed to put the game
awaywith eightmore runs to
gain a 17-3 advantage.
However, the 613 put in a

dent in the lead with four
runs in the bottom of the
inning to make it 17-7.
Then after Kunia posted

their final run in the top of
the sixth, Kavemen pitcher
Master Chief Cryptologic
Technician (Maintenance)
Bill Kronenberg got Maj. JB
Wills on a ground out, but
had trouble finding the strike
zone after that.
Kronenberg walked the

next four batters to give up a
run and was relieved by
Smith, who proceeded to
walk the next two batters for
two more runs.
Kronenberg returned to

the mound and immediately
walked in another run before
getting two of the next four
613’s batters out to end the
threat.
“I was pretty worried at

one point,” Turner admitted.
“I was confident that we
wouldmake a play if the ball
came our way, but when
you’re out there and you
can’t do anything about it,
you can’t help but be frus-
trated. I’m glad that we
were able to close it out in
the end.”
Tech. Sgt. C.J. Hodge, sec-

ond baseman for the 613,
said that while the team
fought back, its inability to
come up with the clutch hits
in the early innings came
back to haunt the AOC.
“What our problemwaswe

couldn’t string our hits
together,” Hodge said. “One
hit, two hits and then we fall
flat. We probably could have
beenmore patient, but it was
early and we were trying to
come back.”
While the 613 missed out

on a golden opportunity to
seize sole procession of first
place, Hodge said it’s just one
loss and the teamwill bounce
back.
“It’s not too disappoint-

ing,” he said. “Everybody is
going to fall flat every now
and then, it happens. It’s not
a big deal. We’ll recover, be
back next week and play like
just like we’ve always been
playing.”

Kunia Kavemen send 613th AOC to first defeat

Chief Cryptologic Technician (Networks) Joey Legnon of the Kunia Kavemen beats out a close play at second as 613th Air
and Space Operation Center (613 AOC) second baseman Tech. Sgt. C.J. Hodge receives the throw.
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Michelle Lele

ASBP Blood Donor Recruiter,
Tripler Army Medical Center,
Hawaii

Sending out a call for blood and
blood products used to be a lot
more complicated, but social
media platforms such as
Facebook and Twitter are mak-
ing collecting blood much easier.
In fact, when the family of young
Haley used social media to share
her story, her life was changed
forever.
At age 5, Haley was diagnosed

with medulloblastoma, a brain
and spinal cord cancer located in
her posterior fossa, the part of
the brain that controls balance
and other complex motor
functions. According to the
Children’s Hospital of Boston’s
website, medulloblastoma is the
most common malignant central

nervous system tumor for chil-
dren as it accounts for 15-20 per-
cent of pediatric brain tumors.

As networkers started reading
Haley’s story that was shared
online by her family, everyone

wanted to help. The need to help
Haley and others spread quickly
through Facebook and Twitter.
For two weeks straight the phone
rang constantly at the Tripler
Army Medical Center's blood
donor center. Concerned family
members, friends and people as
far away as the state of Texas
called wanting to help. Several
requested their donation from
another state be sent to Tripler
Army Medical Center for Haley.
After life-saving surgery,

Haley is now at home and on her
way to recovery. “Haley couldn’t
have had surgery without the
donors. It is not until you see that
anonymous gift of a person’s
blood going into the body of your
own child do you understand the
power of that gift. Our daughter
has the blood of many, giving her
the chance to recover and live,”
said Wendy Cockshell, Haley’s
mom.

Haley’s family and friends con-
tinue to use Facebook and
Twitter to say thank you to the
doctors and staff at Tripler Army
Medical Center who took such
good care of little Haley. They
also express their gratitude
toward people who take the time
to donate blood and platelets and
give periodic updates on Haley’s
condition.
Meeting Haley for the first

time, you would never know she
had any illness. She is full of life,
laughter and very curious about
her surroundings.
To find out more about the

Armed Services Blood Program or
to schedule an appointment, visit
online: www.militaryblood.dod.mil.
To interact directly with some of
the staff, see more photos or to
get the latest news, visit :
www.facebook.com/militaryblood,
www.flickr.com/militaryblood and
www.twitter.com/militaryblood.

Social media helps save young girl’s life

Photo courtesy of Michelle Lele
Haley was diagnosed with medulloblastoma, brain and spinal cord can-
cer. After life-saving surgery and the help of donors, Haley is now at
home with her family and best friend Lovey.

Photo by Stephanie Lau
Pearl Harbor Elementary School students in grades four through six played in their concert band and ukulele ensem-
ble May 4 in front of the Pearl Harbor Navy Exchange (NEX). There were 70 students who participated in the event,
playing songs from “When the Saints Go Marching In” to “Yellow Bird” on the ukulele. Dustin Chang, Pearl Harbor
Elementary music teacher, led the students played at the NEX as they play a part of their tribute to service members
for Military Appreciation Month.

The sounds of music
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H BOOT CAMP FOR NEW DADS
There will be a dads-only workshop at the Makalapa Medical
Clinic from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Saturday. Fathers with 2 to 4-
month-old babies will coach new fathers in holding, feeding, dia-
per changing and working with mothers. FMI: 474-1999.

H ABANDONED VEHICLE AUCTION
AMorale,Welfare and Recreation abandoned vehicle auction will
be held from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.Saturday at the abandoned car lot at
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.Vehicles are sold “as is.” FMI:
www.greatlifehawaii.com.

H SUPER GARAGE SALE
A super garage sale will be held from 8 a.m. to noon Saturday at
Richardson Field at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.FMI: 473-
0792.

H MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH
Mother’s Day brunches will be held Sunday at the HickamOfficer’s
Club andTradewinds Enlisted Club.The cost is $28.95 for adults,
$14.50 for children ages 7 to 12, $7.25 for children ages 4 to 6,
and free for children ages 3 and under.Reservations are required.
Several seating times are offered at both locations.
FMI: HickamOfficers’Club at 448-4608 or Tradewinds Enlisted
Club at 448-2271.

H MOTHER’S DAY BOWLING
Mothers bowl free with one paying family member from noon to 3
p.m.Sunday at the Hickam Bowling Center and Naval Station
Bowling Center. FMI: 448-9959 or 473-2574.

H MWR NEWCOMERS LUNCH
There will be a Morale,Welfare and Recreation newcomers’ lunch
May 15.The buffet lunch will be at the Tradewinds Enlisted Club at
11 a.m.with a base tour following at 12:30 p.m.Separate registra-
tions are required for the lunch and tour.This event is open to all
military affiliated personnel during their first six months of arrival.
FMI: www.greatlifehawaii.com.

H AMERICA’S KIDS RUN
The 2012 America’s Kids Run will take place at 9 a.m.May 19 at
the youth sports office.Register until May 18 at
www.americaskidsrun.org. FreeT-shirts will be given to the first
115 participants who enter. FMI: www.greatlifehawaii.com.

H ALL-MILITARY OUTRIGGER CANOE REGATTA
An All-Military Outrigger Canoe RegattaWoundedWarrior event
will take place from 8 a.m. to noon May 19 at Rainbow Bay Marina
canoe hale.Registration deadline is 6 p.m.May 16.The cost is
$60 per team/division of six people. Each division consists of four
categories:men’s, women’s, mixed and wounded warrior. FMI:
www.greatlifehawaii.com.

NMay
N 16-The Adm. Clarey (Ford Island) Bridge will be
closed to vehicle and pedestrian traffic from 9 to 10:30
a.m. for routine maintenance. The port security water-
borne barrier will be closed during the maintenance
period also, and small boat traffic will not be permitted
under the bridge.

N 16 - A “Hiring Our Heroes” veterans event titled
“Shipmates to Workmates” will be held from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at Neal Blaisdell Center, 777 Ward Ave., Honolulu.
Employers must call 536-7222 or email mar-
garete@successhi.com. Job seekers register free at
HoH.GreatJob.net to guarantee admission. FMI:
www.uschamber.com/hiringour-heroes.

N 17 - A ribbon-cutting ceremony for “The Gathering
Place Lanai,” a place where Airmen can gather for min-
istry, will take place at 5:30 p.m. at King Hall Dormitory,
building 1856. A reception will follow. RSVP for the
event. FMI: 647abg.hc@hickam.af.mil or 449-1754.

N 19 - A Fort Derussy “Living History Day” will be held
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Hawaii Army Museum.The
event commemorates and educates the public through
exhibitions of weapons, equipment and insignia through-
out history. FMI: 597-1341 or www.aadcch.org.

N 21 - A “World War II West Loch Internees
Ceremony” will be held at 3 p.m. at the National
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific at Punchbowl, honor-
ing Soldiers who died at West Loch Pearl Harbor on
May 21, 1944. Philip Baham, an original Tuskegee
Airman who resides on Oahu, will be presented with
his Congressional Gold Medal by guest speaker Rear
Adm. Frank Ponds, commander of Navy Region Hawaii
and Naval Surface Group Middle Pacific.
FMI: 597-1341 or www.aadcch.org.

N 21-27 - All active duty service members are
invited to compete in the Military Idol singing competi-
tion, which will be held at 5:30 p.m. in the Pearl Harbor
Navy Exchange (NEX) parking lot. Applications to enter
will be available at the NEX Aloha Center mall rotunda.
Deadline to enter is May 17. First, second and third
place winners will receive NEX gift cards. No purchase
is necessary. FMI: Stephanie Lau at 423-3287.

N 25- The 11th Hour Band will play free live music
from 5 to 7 p.m. at the NEX mall. FMI: 423-3287.

Wrath of the Titans (PG 13)
A decade after his heroic defeat of the monstrous Kraken, Perseus – the demigod son of Zeus –
is attempting to live a quieter life as a village fisherman and the sole parent to his 10-year old son,
Helius. Meanwhile, a struggle for supremacy rages between the gods and the Titans.
Dangerously weakened by humanity's lack of devotion, the gods are losing control of the impris-
onedTitans and their ferocious leader, Kronos, father of the long-ruling brothers Zeus, Hades and
Poseidon.The triumvirate had overthrown their powerful father long ago, leaving him to rot in the
gloomy abyss of Tartarus, a dungeon that lies deep within the cavernous underworld.

SSHHAARRKKEEYY  MMOOVVIIEE  TTHHEEAATTEERR

TODAY
7:00 PM  John Carter (PG 13)

SATURDAY
2:30 PM  Mirror Mirror (PG)
4:45 PM  A Thousand Words (PG 13)
7:00 PM  21 Jump Street (R)

SUNDAY
2:30 PM Mirror Mirror (PG)
4:45 PM Wrath of the Titans (PG 13)
7:15 PM American Reunion (R)

HHIICCKKAAMM  MMEEMMOORRIIAALL  TTHHEEAATTEERR

TODAY
6:00 PM  Wrath of the Titans (PG 13)
8:30 PM  21 Jump Street (R)

SATURDAY
4:00 PM  Mirror Mirror (PG)
7:00 PM  A Thousand Words (PG 13)

SUNDAY
2:00 PM  Wrath of the Titans (PG 13)

For more information on events, visit www.greatlifehawaii.com.
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Battle of Midway commemoration will feature two-day symposium, new exhibit 
Pacific Aviation Museum
Pearl Harbor 

Pacific Aviation Museum
Pearl Harbor will feature a
Midway Symposium from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. June 2 and 3, com-
memorating the 70th anniver-
sary of the Battle of Midway.
The battle decisively and dra-
matically changed the course of
the war in the Pacific. The sym-
posium is included with muse-
um admission, free to museum
members and open to the pub-
lic. 
Additionally, on June 2, the

museum will unveil its new 40-
foot diorama of “The Battle of
Midway” being built in
Glenview, Ill. by designer Karl
Lau of On Final Approach. The
10-foot high, three-dimension-
al scene recreates the ocean
battle between the Japanese
and American fleets. Recorded
interviews of Japanese and
American soldiers who partici-
pated in the battle provide
narration to the moving diora-
ma, along with sounds of air-
craft diving, bombs and gun-
fire.  
Lau, 86, was a U.S. Navy

pilot for the 94th Squadron
from 1944 to 1946 and lost eight
of his 10 crew members in the
Battle of Okinawa, the largest
amphibious assault in the
Pacific War of WWII.

“I did this project because no

one before had done justice to
Midway. It was a turning point
in the war. If this diorama does-
n’t bring a tear to the eye, then
we’ve lost the reason to build
it,” Lau said. 
Kenneth DeHoff, museum

executive director, explained its

importance. “This exhibit is
truly a piece of art built to
inspire. It will be the corner-
stone of our hangar 79 Midway
exhibit as we begin the
fundraising campaign to restore
this second battle-scarred
hangar,” DeHoff said. Hangar

79 still has visible in its leaded
blue windows, the bullet holes
from the Dec. 7, 1941 attack.
The keynote speaker at 1 p.m.
June 2 is Gen. Gary L. North,
commander, Pacific Air Forces,
air component commander for
U.S. Pacific Command, and

executive director, Pacific Air
Combat Operations Staff, Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. 
Speakers on June 2 will

include Capt. James Fanell,
John Lundstrom, Burl
Burlingame, Vice Adm. Yoji
Koda and Mike Jones. The mod-
erator is Daniel Martinez.
June 3 speakers will include

Stan Carpenter, Daniel
Martinez, John DiVirgilio, Karl
Lau and a panel of speakers.
Martinez will again serve as
moderator. 
A Battle of Midway” new

exhibit opening  and reception
will be held from 5 to 7 p.m.
June 2 at hangar 79. The muse-
um’s new interactive diorama
will be dedicated to exhibit
sponsor and donor Fred L.
Turner, former chairman and
CEO of McDonald’s
Corporation. For the Midway
symposium and exhibit opening,
reservations are required by
May 21, and seating is limited.
For reservations and informa-
tion, call 441-1007 or email
SpecialEvents@PacificAviation
Museum.org. Reservations are
required to drive onto Ford
Island, or visitors may park at
the Arizona Memorial parking
area and use the Ford Island
shuttle. 
Purchase tickets online at

PacificAviationMuseum.org, at
the museum or Pearl Harbor
Visitor Center. 

Photo courtesy of Pacific Aviation Museum Pearl Harbor
Pacific Aviation Museum will unveil its new 40-foot diorama of “The Battle of Midway” by designer Karl Lau on
June 2.

City and County of Honolulu 

A military appreciation day
will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the Honolulu Zoo, located at
151 Kapahulu Ave.
The event will feature free

entrance to the zoo for all mili-
tary card ID holders, including
retirees and National Guard. The
free entrance is located at the
Monsarrat Gate Six across from
the Kapiolani Park Bandstand
before 2 p.m. 
Entertainment will include

performances by the Royal
Hawaiian Band at 9:15 a.m., the
Marine Band at 10:30 a.m.,
Chaotic Five at 11 a.m., a hula

halau at 11:45 a.m., Island Storm
at 12:15 p.m. and Odyssey at 1:15
p.m. The event also will include
appearances by Honolulu Mayor
Peter Carlisle at 10:15 a.m., the
Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii
at 10:20 a.m. and Outrigger
Enterprises at 10:25 a.m. 
Bus shuttles are available 

for the event from Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH),
Marine Corps Base Hawaii,
Kaneohe Bay (MCBH) and
Schofield Barracks. 
Bus number one leaves

JBPHH at 8 a.m., 10 a.m., noon
and 2 p.m. It leaves the zoo at 9
a.m., 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m.
Bus number two leaves JBPHH

at 9 a.m., 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. It
leaves the zoo at 10 a.m., noon
and 2 p.m. 
Regular admission rates apply

after 2 p.m. 
Pickup and dropoff at JBPHH

is in the NEX parking lot south-
east end near the white tent. For 
more information on JBPHH
shuttles, call Gaylene Vedder 
at 423-3215, for Schofield
Barracks shuttles call Amanda
Montgomery at 655-0002, and for
MCBH call Sgt. Daniel Woodall
at 257-8832. 
For more information on the

event, contact Elaine Ota at
ota.elaine@yahoo.com or call 486-
9640.

Military Appreciation Day planned for May 19 at Honolulu Zoo

Photo illustration



Charles Nicholls

PACAF historian

• On May 9, 1932, the first
blind solo took place. At
Dayton, Ohio, Capt. Albert
Hegenberger completed the
first blind solo flight (on instru-
ments alone) without even a
check pilot aboard. In 1927,
then-Lt. Hegenberger and Lt.
Lester Maitland made the first
non-stop mainland-to-Hawaii
flight, a feat comparable to
Lindbergh’s flight across the
Atlantic.  Hegenberger was
stationed in Hawaii several
times in the 1920s and 1930s.
Brig. Gen. Hegenberger com-
manded the Eleventh
Bombardment Group at
Hickam Field in 1941-1942.
Note:  Jimmy Doolittle made
the first blind flight on Sept. 24
1929 (with a safety pilot on
board.)
• On May 7, 1975, as the U.S.
withdrew from Southeast
Asia, planned military force
reductions included the dis-
establishment of PACAF.  The
Department of Defense (DoD)
planned to assign 5th and
13th Air Forces to Tactical Air
Command and to transfer con-
trol of theater airlift resources
to Military Airlift Command.
But South Vietnam and
Cambodia fell to communists
in early 1975, those plans were
shelved and PACAF remained
the Air Force component of
U.S. Pacific Command.

• On May, 12 May 1975, the
USS Mayaguez Incident took
place.  Cambodian forces
hijacked this American mer-
chant vessel in international
waters near Koh Tang Island.
Starting on May 15, MAC
used 16 C-141s on 30 sorties to
airlift 1,165 Marines and 121
tons of cargo from the
Philippines and Okinawa to
Utapao Air Base, Thailand.
U.S. losses totaled 15 killed in
action, three MIA and 49
wounded.  Three PACAF CH-
53s were lost, and three others
were damaged in the opera-
tion.  Maj. Robert W. Undorf,
an airborne forward air con-
troller in an OV-10A Bronco,
received the Mackay Trophy
for conspicuous gallantry, 
initiative, and resourcefulness
during this military operation
the last major American 
military action in Southeast
Asia.
Staff Sgt. Jon D. Harston

was a flight mechanic on a
CH-53 Sea Stallion helicopter
that was shot down at the
shoreline of Koh Tang Island
during the first wave of the
Mayaguez rescue mission.
Though shot in the leg,
Harston returned to the burn-
ing helicopter to retrieve his
M-16. Finding Marines still
trapped, he led them through
the flames to safety and pro-
vided covering fire while the
wounded men waded into
deep water.  Harston and an
injured Marine heard cries for
help and went back again to
rescue a seriously injured,
blinded Marine struggling by
the wreckage.  
For the next three hours,

Harston kept himself and the
two wounded Marines afloat
until their rescue.  For his
extraordinary heroism in the
face of the enemy, he was
awarded the Air Force Cross.
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This week
in USAF
and PACAF
history

Staff Sgt. Jon D. Harston
received the Air Force Cross
for heroism.

Armed Services Blood Program drives
Tripler Army Medical

Center Blood Donor Center
has updated its schedule of
upcoming blood drives as part
of the Armed Services Blood
Program (ASBP). Dates and
locations are updated regular-
ly online as new drives are

scheduled. Donors are encour-
aged to schedule an appoint-
ment online, call to make an
appointment and check the
website for the latest informa-
tion.

Upcoming drives include:
• May 14, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Naval

Submarine Support Command
(NSSC), 822 Clark St., Ste. 400,
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.
• May 15, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Schofield Barracks 65th Engineers.
• May 16, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Schofield Barracks Main Exchange.
• May 21, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Joint

Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam,
Hickam Exchange, building 1235.
•May 22, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., SPAWAR
Hawaii, Victor Wharf Access Road,
building 992, Pearl City.
• May 23, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Fort
Shafter 205th.
• May 29, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Joint

Intelligence Operatios Center
(JIOC) building, Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam.
•May 30, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Tripler
Army Medical Center Exchange.
For more information, call 433-

6699 or 433-6148 or email
michelle.lele@amedd.army.mil




