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Ehen!‘mncafelltoﬁmmﬂmin@l%ﬂ,!rmm-
Chimmplacedinampouﬁmrurupanmmkingnpm
politicalpmgmaiﬁﬂalm,muand,mdaum. There was no hope
rummmmmmmwmmmmm
A.rwmmtaqnaltoﬂnhptmufoml. Thus in 1942 the French
Govamnantbmudtolapammbyfumngmmwammn
8greerent for the defense of Indo-China, Inthisallhma‘aputgraed
hemtimhmhm“ﬁigntymrthmmm
Freach officials pledged cocperstion with Japan for the defense of
Indo=China, Japmntmpumthmmttowmm
French Indo-Chinese Covernment was presented with a demand for funds
todsfraytheoea:pa;ﬁmnlmofthehpanearoma. The trocps
andtheﬁmncialdannda-mincrmaadmbymr. By Roveaber
1mmmmmmmmmmmmm-
plex and difficult positiom.

De Coux, the Covernor Gemersl of Indo-China, end his staff were
mwmmmnmmmmm
tndthemthercmttywbnthanuamnemh.mommmdin
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MWWMMW%WM&@IMM—
Chiza. Fe also hoped that France could bring the United Ratimns to
nbmdnnthirpmrumutmckmmmthatrmhu-
self would avold eny foreign relations which might esuse Japen to hare
bor mistrust of Framce,''

Docmllopheedtherremchotﬂcmmthn?arsutinmm
more difficult position by stating the following im an address before
the France Congitative issestly on 22 Novembers *The loyalty of the
Mm”ummmmm,miuzummm,
mmmzmwp-mhm.rmuumamt
: 1thmr¢zt:todnbukﬂlthatmmctedﬁwuhythm,
end we_wish to state here and now, that we are ready to participate in
any interpaticnal organization in the Far East whose aiam would be %o
maintain peace, ﬁmmu&mmwmnmbmms."‘

‘19 Wovember (G, ’ H-ISoJ:@.
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The Japanese attempted to sound ocut De Coux's eclidarity with
France by saying that since the "De Gamulle so=called Provisional Gowe
ermﬁmmmgnludnsritain,mia,mdtmvﬁ.s.ﬁ.mm
the so-called Provisionel Covernment now the legitimate govermment?®
The Governor Ceneral replied that the De Gaulle Coverncent was merely
atrmitimlqmandthehgitimtngmrmtmnntmhh
pettled by election when the prisoners of ver returnsd homs, De Coux
then stated that he intended to do his uimost as the protector of
mn@ummamnmmnﬁmmmm
he pledged his solid cooperation with Japan but asked that the Japanese
;\Mhiapoaiticn:.i

The sitvation of the French Govermment in Indo-China was further
complicated by pative uprisings which broke cut simnltanecusly ameng
the native farmers in Thai Fguyen and Tuyen Quang Provinces, The
Jepanese interpreted the csuse for the riots as the natives' reactiom
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tothemeasivabnrdenmpaaadbrthaoomulmrynpplyratum

muldwl;ows-mth& Thaaowrwcaner&lapmtamolemk
at tho end of Hovember travelling {n the border region and = battalica
cfabantaixlnmdredm(allfmignbom)mnn‘btothalm."
mditionaltmblofarthorrenuhoﬂiciallmmatedinm
berlw.,mmmmmmmummdbmmummgmra
the Indian Provisicnal Government Army urged local Indians who wers
under?rmhlndo-cmneumlotomtﬂmmndsfortheynﬁ,'m
smmmmmmammunmmmmvmm
mpmpertydthemﬂcmmmtucom“mm&fomma
as India's imdiependence wes achisved®, Tho?rmehcavarmntamaud
the Indian Hatiopalists snd requestsd the iiministretive Enbasey 1o
mmtmmmﬂﬁmlmmmm-hngm
a&tmnumtherutm'i
M%Mmmmmmmmm@t,w
mmtmmtmadmumm,mum

mummmmmmwmmmmm




as & check against Japan,S For the Jspemese offiolals in French Indow
China the sitvation in Jemary 1945 was also complex. Japan expected
Averican invasion in Indo-China soon and the Japanese trocps stationed
there were inadequate.? M view of the stand taken by the Govermment
in Paris, Jepan must have been uncertain as to what the acticn of the
French Irdo-China Army wocld be in the event of an Amoricen invasion.
Also since the Prench-Russisn Allierce Japem did not wamt to rovoke
Rusaisn anger over eny ineidemt in Indo=China,lO
Mywsimthm&famw&wmm
Indo=China and Japan the Covernor Ceneral hed been presented with a
derznd for funds to defray the coot of maintaining the Japancse
forces in Indo=Chine, These funds were drawn from the treasury of
the Frerch Indo-Chinese Covernment. In Jammary 1945 the financial
demends, written in tudget form, were agzin presented, These figures
anomnted to 110,000,000 pissters & month, In 1942 the monthly rate
Tas 7,500,000 piasters,it and in 1944 it wes 51,650,000 plasters,
Even vhen an adjustment to ocompensate for a 27.5% decrease in the
valneoftheeurrencymund?hedannda!orl%Smemﬁznbly
higher, The complete budget follows: |

817 Jamary 1945,  Be-163753

% Jarmery 1945, 1166390
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itures for First

in
(ay ~ (B) ()
1945, after apply- -
ing corrective

Arny 1945 for ipflation 1944
Unit Maintenance 22,000,000 13,750,000 6,650,000
Special Installations 22,000,000 13,750,000 12,650,000
Purchases 16,750,000 10,468,750 12,000,000
Nooden ship eonstruetion 4,000,000 2,500,000 2,500,000
Railroad expenses 4,000,000 2,500,000 350,000
Pailrcad survey 250,000

Total 68,7”,@ ‘2’%8’79 3‘5.@ ,CDO
Favy
Unit Uaintenance 13,300,000 8,312,500 64650,000
Special Installatioms 13,300,000 8,312,500 3,000,000
Purchases 8,250,000 5,156,250 7,000,000
Fooden ahip coastructiom 5,700,000 3,562,500
Ship Repair 700,000 437,500

Total 41,250,000 25,781,250 16,650,000

Grant Total m’m’m 68,750,!1!3 53-,650,@0

#Called "expenses related to Faval Affairs® in the 1944

budget.
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The budget brought stormy protest from the French authorities,
Genersl Nordant, Vice President of the Xew Indo=China Council, stated
that Prench Indo-China would be finarcislly vuined at once,l>

v - ‘The Governor Ceneral went
to the Japanese Anbessadors and protested a.ga'inat the possible arriwal
of additional troops in Indo=Chima. His commen?s meée_;:“_‘lt secas that
these trocps were to be stationed in the Kaobang Hajianglackai area
and that inasmch as there were Frinchk Indo-Chinese troops already
stationed in tha same ares who have been charged with the defense of
the border, m'trmruofm:apaneaefomntothﬂ&umid\h
mga:dedumthmgmorlmthnmmm-erﬂ;mmﬂ
the French Aroy*. Docou'entmtonytotbe-hpamsembamdarx
“as you know, the starting point of an alliance hes been reached in
French-Soviet relations and it is our wish egain that Japan recconsider
in the light of this alliance’ 15

The Jepenese reply wass 'Prmthopo!.ntorﬂu.ottha:upm-
French Indo-China agreement, these are lawful reasons and there is mo

1y samery 1945, | B-162846
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roca for change?.}® Tius on 19 Jammary, :latsumoto informed the Cowe
mamxmm'-mmnhmmmwm
Indo-China, then semt & message to Tokys stating: "So thore is mo
turning back now*,17

On 24 Jamuary 1945, the Covernor Gensral's Department sent a final
plea to :apaneae Headquarters, It stated that the French Covernment
did not criticise essential military expenditure by the Jepanese, but
that conditions preveiling at the fim. 1940, had been entirely altered
by the development of the war, Comminications between French Indo-Chinma
and shroad had been cut off. The iyport of Japanese goods had ceased
mwmmwmuum. The Department
hopedthatJapanhadgimpmperapprainltotbafact that Indo-China
bad provided military funds in 1944 to the maximm possible limit,
The French authorities expressed their appreciation that the Japanese
bad respected French sovereignty in Indo~China but they remarked: "It
seems that either there will be a great social upheaval or Indo-China

will become financiailg béﬁggggt and that constitutes an indirect in-

) - I
fringement of sovereignity".

1617 Janusry 1945, B=162790
In this report Japaness imbassador Natsumoto reported
to Tokyoe that the!‘re:nehoﬂ'i.eilln'o‘uldhoelduly
wetched, -

17
19 Jemuary 1945, . BHel8315%
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Zith the arrival of Japspese troops in the Northern pert of French
Indo-China in early February,19 the Fremch efficials felt spprebension
lest some sart of change was to be made in Jepan's poligy towards Indo-
China,2® Although these efficials were very careful in their relatien-
ships with the Japeness, several ingidents arose that prowoked Japanese
displeasure: (e) mmmnuedtﬁomthatthauheottb.
*Horth-South Commmisation®® in Indo-China wes a hluff en the part of
either the Jepencse Covernment or the Japanese press because in reality,
the traffis mas light, material was lacking, and mmerous bridges were
destroyed during Aserican bembing raids, - (b) The Prench cfficials hid
American avistors who had crashed in Indo-Chine and refused to give them
over to the Japsnese unless given formal assurinoe that the priscners
would be treated secording to the Genmewa Convention, The Japenese gave mo
assurance and the Presch 414 net relsase the imericans.— (o) Goverser

amalungbstomcmuimtothnlorthmbordud
Irdo=Ching plus the railroed the Japanese Lrmy hoped to
tuild between Dong Dang {omn the Chins-Fremch Indo=Chins
border) and Narming (145 miles to the Borthwest)ew

Magic Summary 104_3 1 February 1945, Page 14
193 pebroary 1945, E-16632

202 pebrnary 1945, B-146116
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General De Coux stated in e speech et a luncheon: *French Indo=China
will be called upen to make additional sasrifices, but she mst put uwp
bravely with the various diffieulties that beset her, French troope
have saved the ¥otherland from destruction and in line with this, the
close alliance which binds Frenchmen with the people of French Indoe
Cuina will serve to protect Indo-China umtil the day that she is able
to acquire a first class position in the reestablished French Fepire®, 2
(d) vThen there were a good many casmalties among the French after
thirty B-29's bombed Saigon sbout 12 February, Frenchmen expressed the
opinion that the presence of Japanese troops had caused the bembing and
there was cpen expreesion of a worseming of feelin: tovards Jepan,2d
The French officials’ apprehension of a change in Jspan's policy
mwwwunnm‘rummafmm.n
Indo~China began rapid communications with Tolyodiscussing what the .
policy in Indo=China would be,2> The first messages discussed the pose
8ibility of "inventing® some pretext for the overthrow of the French

2333 Jamoary 1945, = Hel65265

212 pebruary 1945, = B-6T455
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regine,” Then the ter "put under military control® came to their
attmtimandtbalwufﬁciﬂawthpeuibﬂiﬁ'that
'Mamu@tuwummmum
nilitary sdministration 1iks Banehukuo or the Hanking Eatictalist Cow-
ermzent,Z The situation wes extremely difficult. Japen felt that
Indo=China would beeome a battlefleld end the Japenese military and
edninistrative positions mst be strengthened.2® However, in handling
aﬂitawmtnlefhmnhl&-&imhyh&dtoginmui&mﬁm
to Japan's relation with Prence and to the imternstionsl impliceticns
of the matter,”? It was evident that *inventing® some pretext for the
mﬂmtdmmmemthcnmnﬂihrymﬁmmm
bsdpmumsrméheiws. '

The Jepanese officials of the Supreme Counail for the Direetion
dﬁhammdthmmmtmmbmdmlq_
in the immediste reslizaticn of independence for Ammem and otber prove
inces of Indo~Chine. ™ fThe wrmy, however, did rot hold the same epinmion
for they felt the ®vigorous systens already in effect should not be

20 Pebruary 1925, . E-167910
79 Febroary 1945, . B-lemsk
2815 pevruary 1945, B-168287

Bn February 1945,  _ B-168886

20,9 February, - H-162408
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upset®, They held that the independence of Annam and other provinces
mldmhahu&ﬁﬂlﬁo—&immwwmw;
The local army comtended thet action should be delayed until after
2sxprumvie'cfnhtumﬁthmmmmmum
torard independence with maintensnce of military control st the same
tine,® To investigate the opinions of the military and administrstive
efficinls in Indo-China the Supreme Council sent Secretary Toko to
Saigon. Toko commented that ths army's desire to have complete control
‘#implied that the army wes endowed with sope speeial virtus whershy
it alone knew what is right", He also stateds *It seems to me that
the army does not seem to bave enough confidence im itself with regards
to the fortheoming operations®. Iheahiafpnintagaipstemphtaaw
contrel, as stated by Toko, wes that under sueh rule it would be im-
possible for Greater East Asiz Finisiry persommel to attempt anything
which did pot conform to the wishes of the army. Toko urged the iz
pediate gporoval of Anmamese independence by the Supreme Couneil from
the following standpointss

(2) Decmlhhaddrea.dyméeprepammtogmtm
self-government end independence to innam,

(b) sinee Pussia had already called Japan an eggressor, the inde=
pendence of innan was essential if Japen wisbhed to make the occupetion
of Prench Indo=Chine look less aggressive,

315, rebruary 1945, _ | B=165002
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(c) Local comeunist parties were arising in Indo-Chins and they |
opposed replacenent of France by Japan and advocated Netional inde-
pendence. :

- {4) mpwwmmmmmwym
Jepen would weeken the Indo=China army and would win ever tens of mile
lions of natives.®

Toknminfuoro:ovemungthaloc_alwnthhimtma.
by formmlating the Jepanese policy for Indo-China Government around
independence of the various provinces.>< The Suprems Couneil for the
Direction of the War agreed.

_mdm.mtwneummmgrmuah
Indo=China would be the best diplomatic approack to military control,
the Jspanese prepared a plan to be presented to the Fremch Covernor
Ceneral. The plan wasy

*In view of the growing gravity of the general situ-
ation, the Covernor GCeneral of Indo~China shall hershy
accept the demands of the Govern=zent of Japan with 2 view
of providing for the joint defemse of French Indo=China
in zccordance with the spirit of the joint defense agree- -
mente

#Total population of French Indoe-Chima is 24,461,251
Distriduted as followss

Cochin-China = 4,615,968 Tonkin
Annem -6,21,228  Loas
Caabodis - 3,046,432 Dsangchow =
32

2, Pebtruary 1945,




In order
shall
of the
foree, and all
organize them under the cczoand of the Japanese Army.

avoid useless bloodshed, the Coverseor
accordance with the erdsrs of the Suprems
Army disarm iis army, navy, air
armed mmits and then proceed to

4
Hi:

If the Covernment Generzl sgreed to the demands, De Coux was to
gake a suitable ammcuncement to the Freneh Indo-Chinese.~~ If the .
plan was refused, the Jepenese would issue & proclemstion of the Ine
perialCﬂwmentinthsfenafa'report'.Bs The plars for the ade
rinistrative sst-up of Indo=China under the proclamation were as
fallowsr>C (1) The dubies of the lesders of the Government General
together with those of the Eigh Comnissioner and similer offigials
were to be entrusted lmrediately te the Administrative Embassy, How=
ever, the ldwinistrative Exbessy afficials were to taks over these
duties in the eapaeity of advisers. (2) For less important duties
use was to be made of ths matives end Fremch citisens., In the event
of the removel of e French official the duties were to be takea over
by the senior official emong the natives, in adviser was to be ap=-
pointed to provide essential gumidence. (3) In gemeral, the sot-up
of the Covernment was to be retained in its presemt form. (4) lilitar:'

333 mareh 3945,

3427 Pebruary 1945, . E-1697M2

352 maren 1945, T H-170040




factors were to take over railroads and communications tut wers not
to interfere with commerce end industry.

The policy for gensral handiing of the Frsnch vas "io move and
resettle them in the imterior®,>? Since Jepen did mot recognize the
De Czulle regime, the French were not to be considered ememies, snd
dus to internaticmal complientions the Japenese felt that ¥it would
be a good idea to be scmewhat liberal in our provisions for their
dailyliﬂ.ngeondiﬁnns'.ss

On € Earch 1945, the Japanese Politlieal Affuirs Bureau and the
Eilitary Affairs Burean reached an zgreement oa the plans for Irdo-
China and gzve their sanctiom for the presentaticn of the demands to
wmmﬁma On 9 Harch the Japanese officials
read the proposal to the Governer General and informed him that thay
would liXe s reply by 2200 (time was then 1950) expressing ®absclute
and unconditional acceptance®, The Governor Censral msde z stormy
protest eaying that the demands were "2 flagrant violation of sowv-
eroignty® and "sinee the period of time was so short for requiring aa
answer 1t armounted to an ultimetim®, De Coux then called together
the Director of Diplomatio Affairs and the Freach Indo=China Couneil
end prepared 2 written reply as follows:

373&:-:1:1945. o B-170107
3821 pebruary 1945, __ .  B-168886

298 ¥arch 1945, | Bel7TUZ




O

n, I, Guwrnorcmmlotrrmhxndo-china, in ease
the American /pay should invade French Indo=China, agree
that t.he.TapaneaeLmoomndingotﬂoershanmm
responsibility for the copduct of operations and will

w2, I, the Covernor Ceneral, i1l zake Do state=
mmmgpwamamnmzlgm
beeamtwchdththeﬁenchmpmcmndw.

3, I, the Governor Ceneral, am prepared to con=
time conversations with the Erbassy. Likewise the
?mhswmmwudmmpmwmrmw
negotiations with the Jepanese Supreme Comander,

“,. I, the Governor Ceneral, guarantee that, as
long as the Japmaowwamhostmwmuum-
ing its responsibility, the French Army shall not en-
gage in hostile miﬁtydthnguﬂtot.hea'apan-
ese ArTy.t*

TheJapnneaethznpubudadthepre-arrmged'})eclamtionotthe

Jepanese Gc‘vern:nent Conecrning French Irdo=China®, This read:

#*Jepan, in conformity with her obligations to France
rurthamdefenmdndo-&im,hunemm
cooperating with French eivil and military agthorities
mwmtbedefmseofthatam.

"Recently, however, with the development of the
war situation, & change has occurred in the
ettitude of the local French anthoritiesy they bave
ended by feiling == A2

ADParagmphﬂAuﬂB;pparmﬂJdaaltdththedmﬂhg'
oftbe?renchxndo-Chineaemzndlmmdtha
recognition of these forces under Japanese Comzand.

&g pareh 1945, . - B-1TASEE

4200t migsing, epparently contains measures Japen ine
tendstotahmnﬁo-&inaﬁthmguﬂstom&un
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and
is ready to

give all possible aid to the inhabitants

who def
of sia, and that, faithful to prineiples
the Joint East Asis Declaration, it

port to these longe-oppressed pecples toward realisation
of their sspiraticns for pational independence.®sé

The Japansse then carried cut the pre~a~ranged plans. High
mmh'mmm“mmmmmmmm

:

visitors were forbidden to emter the buildings without permission,
(Hounr,theymtphMumupmdhh'.)‘s
The Cazbodia independence proclammtion was to be presented em the
eveming of the 12th Merch 1945,%° Annscese independence was pro-
claimed on the 11th,47 and the Cochin-China Government wes restorsd
to the Saigon area om the 12th,® The irmy reported that the first
pbase of militery cperetion wvas over and the cleaning up ef remots
mmt.hninm‘g Wmmm *In adopte

L5ord or phrass missing.

448 mareh 1945, B-17T1159
4310 march 145, ~ B-1T1978
12 waren 1925, 17207
872 gareh 2945, = #1724
4312 mareh 1945, B-1T2097

492 pareh 1945, ' 8172097 -




— — o T S - e a— . - —
e e 4t = e —— e —_— e ——— L m———— - ——— m———

~ N i ’,;TP"\".'-' ol

ugmmntamuqmnrmehmﬂwh
hnhdmlﬂthnrymmding)ywlnmﬂm. ¥e are
Wmmtm&hmthtmmtmttmmmm
-oothlyl.so
mmmmxmm&s,mdmmm
mmw.mmmmmm_um
m-mwrummwmmmu:mm
eonﬂnadtoqunrhnthﬂ.zuumtaﬂimnthsmungpam
dmmmmmﬂ&pwmmﬁusorm
The French Wrmmrmmmmm:w
control and military strength of that area was being incressed for the
expected Americen invesion. The army would heve liked to have the
mmnmt‘mmymuammwuqmm
oMMtthdiﬂmhwthplanim
ertmragmmrm:themmummmmmu
sanctioned in Russia and even France. Mtthmcﬁmdthnm
wmmm&m:mwummmm.
invagion remains to be seen.

5014 Hareh 1945, . B=172504
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APPENDIX
ﬁunﬁmhrm.w«wmdbhmh:t.

DE COUX, AGRITal JEAB scecesecccccsosssssee COVernor General of Fremch
Indo=China.

cm’ w ........-’.Q..‘..‘.C..‘..'CCOO. lgw M@ h
' Chine, Narch 15/4~—French
Indo-China Ambessador to
Japan, :

PCBDART cecvecaccscccsscasssconsdssasssssarcns Dsoenter 1%"‘”“ President
' of ¥ew Indo-Chine Counmedil,
Previcualy High Commending
General of French Indos
Chima forees.

MATSTMOTO, Stuniehi eesssevesssesssassascss 1 Sovenber 19if——Jepansss
Azbassador to French Indo-
China, previcualy Viecs

Einister of Foreign Affairs,

mm '.Q“..'...Il......‘Q“...l.‘...“..'. :m” m m h
' o French Indo=China by Japsmese
Suprems Council for the Direo-
tiocn of the War, '
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