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TEEECH INDO-CHINA
(POLITICAL SITUAYION)

Yhen Prancs collapsed in 1940, it was mot as a casual
onlocksr that Japanm viewed the debacle. Japaa sav {(vith the
clarity of insight of an Al Capome) that Freach Indo=-China would
need ®protsction? if it wers %o remain secur~ agzainst the designs
of unprincipled foreign powers who might seek to taks advantage of
France's plight. Zealously intent om her professed rols of protec—
tar of the weak, she brushed aside the feebly conventicnal protesis
of ths 'Ti.chjba.ppointod-hvemnr Gensral (Tice-idmiral Jean DeCoux)
and begzan pouring in *protection® in the form of Japanese troops -

to the gvenziual total of seventy thousand.

Backed (and confronted) by thia protection, DeCoux main-
tained for four and a Ralf years an outward gemblance of Prench
soversignty; presenting to the world the seeming anomaly of a

colony surviving thé down-fall of its mothsr couwnixy.

3y early March, 1945, however, the disastrous course of
the war made it necessary for Japan %0 revise her plans. The mew
government in France had deen singnlarly wmappreciative of the
trouble Japan had gone to in providing protection for Indo-China;

and the presasnce of ths existing French Indo=Chinese Army under
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General Alessandri (15,000 French & 35,000 natives) might prove
more than embarrassing to the Japanese in the event of an Allied

landing.

In viev of this situation Japan decided to ring dowa
the curtain on Act I of the Indo-China farce and shift the props
in preparation for the next scene - in which {coached by her far-
seeing empire-buildersz) she would play her best loved role, "The

Exancipator.?

The matter of shifting scenery involved the elimination
of the French Indc=Chinese Army; and Japan went about it in the
best Port Arthur - Pearl Harbor manrer, with Ambassador MHatsumoto
attending a party given by Govarnor General DeCoux whils orders %o
attack the Fremch forces were already being carrisd cut in differ-
ent parts of the country. In less than two months all resistance
had ended, except for desultory efforts by remnants under Censral
Aleesandri, and a military regime was sstablished, with the Jap=-
anese Ambassador and six Coasuls General serving as "advisors® to

the Japanese Army.

_ Zager %o play %o an apprsciztive audience (before the

Allies might arrive) her role espousing the cause of freedom,

Japan by mid-March had set upon gilded if unstable thrones the
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Xings of Cambodia, lLuang Prabang (Laos) aud the Experor of Annam,
and in her sclicitude fer these heretofore-cppressed pecples, ofe
fered counsel and guidancs to the carsfully selectad government

Cabine ts.

Jepan's actors however, proved more sager ithan artful,
end thsir performence was disturbed by imcreasingly ruds hackling
of the Btsusei (Anmamese Independence League). This anti-Fremch
organization (iznored by the Japansse in formiag the Annamese Cad-
inet) had weitsd long ysars for independence and was %0 be neither
deceived nor sppeased novw by the Japaness counterfeit. (Apparent-
ly deluded themselves, ths Japanese reported aggrisvedly %o Tokye
that %the Anpacess have gone so far as to guestion Japan's real
motive.®?) .

%he Aunamese Zmperor, Bao Dei (who, the Japanese learnsd
$0 their dismay, was "not mearly as weak-minded as the French had
said”?) recognized the importance of political harmony, 2nd procsed-
ed to reorganize his Cabinet %o inclunde some merbers of the Etsmmei.
The iattar. however, were not $o be thus easily stilled, and in ad=
dition to demands for lower taxes, release of Japanese Arzy rice for

civilnn- cﬁnsﬂptiop, etc., began clamoring for exteasion of Annamese

(1) PSIS-400-8; 400=-14
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soversignty to the long-claimed States of Tonkin and Cochin-Chirna.
By July (1945) popular support for this last issue had becoms so
strong that the Cabinet threatensd to resign, delng dissuaded only
by & Japaness promise 3o Yrestors? the desired areas to Amnam by

Septenber.,

A further cause of Stsumel dissatisfaction and no little
suspicion, was the return froa Tokyo (after many years of exils for
anti-French activitiss) of pro-Japanese Prince Cuocag De. It was
feared that the Japanese (in an effort to rectify thelr mistake in

crowning Bao Dai), imtended to install Cuong De as Eamperor.

®he Japanese Army, ever disdainful of the Japanese Forelgn
Office and uninterested in these endless political artifices, sav
ip the Cteumeli's defiant attitude an affront to its dignity, and be-
gan making large—scale arrests. The Etsumal thereupon adopted 2
more aggressive attitude and, after & series of minor incidents,
seized arzs and amrumition from Emperor Zao ?:.i's native Security

Tnits (who had been arasd by the Japanese). Thus equipped, the

L Annam, Toakin and Cachin-China embracs 20 million of Indoe
China's total populsiiem of 24 million. The remaining States
of Cambodia and Laos Bave 3 and 1 million respectively.

®¢ It seems probable that this is the basis for the charge
which the French have mads in attempting %o discredit the
Etsumsi that the latter were equipped by the Japansse.
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Etasumei on 24 July made what sppears to have deen a fairly large-
scale surprise attack om Japanese troops inm Tonkin, with resultant
casualtiss to both sides. .

Before the Japanese Arzmy could carry out extensive puni-
tive measures against the Rtsumei, rumors of Japan's acceptancs of
the Potsdanm Uliimatum began to spread amongst the Army officials.

. At first the Commander 8f the Japanese Forces (probably Tatsumoto
who also acted as Governmor Gemeral) viclently denounced the rumors
as “enemy propag&nh';_but on the svening of 12 Angusi he called
together the Japanese Army officers and diplomats to inform them

n Pip tonss of intense grief® that he had learned that what had
bsex regarded all along as the "demagoguery of foreign nations was
in faet trms." EHe then dirsctsd that discussion by private persoas
of the Imperial decision be forbiddex and that the entire Army car—
ry on without confusion, maintalining military discipline as usual. .

On the following morning the Japanese military and dip-
lomatic officisls decided o restors Cochin-China to Annax, but
before arrangessnts could de completed the Japanese Empercr's Ree-

eript was read and *the opportunity was lost.*

(2) E Series, 196458, 196325, 198116, 196950C.

(2) 21 Auvgust 1945, B-2028559.
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‘When the newspapers published Japan's acceptance of the
Potsdanm declaration o= 16 August, there was confusion throughout
Indo-China; the French residents openly demended that Japan be
made respomsible for the préservation of order; the Annamese de-
£an to argus about how to prevent a returm of French rule, while
anti-Freach elsmenis in all gquarters bdroke i-io terroristic act-

ivities.

Cn the folloving-nmin; Bao Dai'’s representative in
Hanol (capital of Tonkin) informed Minister Tsukamoto of the
creation of a 'Politien.‘l Affairs Committee® which was %o attempt
to bring adout political unity of Armam. The representative stat-
ed that since it was necessary to prove that the Annaxese were cap-
abls of self-government, they wished to devote their full effort
to maintaining order and preventing the return of the FPrench, %o
this end the Japaness wers requested to supply arms, Fsukamoto

falled to reply to this request.

Shorily after the Aunamese Emperor's representative de~
parted, ths Kinistdr of Education called om Tsukamoto to daliver
the following messaget #*The Annsaese Independence League has adop-
ted & poliq.d' cooperation with Japan; can they ask you to let

bygones: be byzones e.nd release the membsrs of that faction whe

i ~The seat of 3e0 Dai's government was in Hud, capital of Anngm,
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bave deen taksn into custody by the Army?®, Agzain the Japamess

Hinister failed to maks = definite reply. Describing politieal

demonstrations in Hanel that day, Tsukamoto stated:
®Armed peace pressrvation units and police units
sarched out with a brass dand at their head and
paraded about. In the afternoom public officials
held 2 mzss meeting and paraded; their nwmber ED=-
proached several tams of thousanis and their dis-
ciplins was magnificient., Because the Etsumai

had hoisted their party flaes in their midst, 2
truly strange sight greeted ths eye, The French

wers panie stricken.®

On the following morming (19th), ths Indspendence Party,
with tha permission of .ths Political Affairs Committee, held a
mass meeting in Hanoi, (capital of Tonkin). Shortly before noon
the strsets becams crowded with automobiles bedecked with party
flags; then the party memders split iato smnl groups and occu-
pied all the prim:ipa.‘l Indo-Chinese govermment:offices, hoisting
their party flag. At noom Tzukamoto and his ztaff were invited
to lunch with the party memders, "just as if the Btsmme! leaders
vere already administrative officizls.? ¥hile the diplomatic cf-
ficials were at lunchk, other Zisumei officials "demanded of Jap=
aness Army officlals that Tokyo's political power be entrusted to
them esinces thay had inflic.tad no injury nn the Japaness, French or

aryons *

. The Etsumel flag consists of a yellow star wpon a
~red background,

- oy - XM e [T YRS T ST o
= ]




At the end of this wventful day, Tsukamoto reported %o
Tokyo that the Japansse Army had at first felt that *we shoumld
strike a blov against the Etsumel; but we have not resorted to
this for varicus reasems and ve are irying to work e compromise
wvith the goiernnnt.' However, the Hinister predicted great
difficulties ahead, "since the attitude of the Ztsumei is wn=
yvielding and their resolutiome are gradually extending south=

%
ward.,"

On the following day (20 Angust) two messages des=
tined for the United States and France wers sent from Hanol
n to Tokyo, The former read as follows:
S5ddressed to the President of the United States of America

Eaving learned that the Chief of the Provisiomal
government of France will shortly visit Your Ex-
cellency for the purpose of determining the fut-
ure status of Indo=China, we wish to inforam Tour-
Bxcellency that all the Indo-Chinese states have
proclaized their independence and are determined
t5 retain it. Our people, in particular, do not
regard the French populatioa as their ensmies,
and will respect their persons aad thelr proper-
tiss; but they will resist with every ownce of
their strength ithe re-establishment of French
domination in any form whatsoever.

* 2he day of coloniel conquest is gone, and a
people = - especially the people of Viet Eam,
" ywho have 20 centuries of history amnd giorious

past - - can no longsr be placed wder the

guardianship of anmother people,

O

(4) 21 Aungust 1945, B-202559, 19 August 1945, B-202459,
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Moy France bow before this truth, proclaimed and
upheld by the noble American nation. Eay she ree-
ognize it with good grace, sc that peace will comse
also t0 my country, which has already suffered 20
muck from this war without having participated and
which asks only to share in the formatiom of = just
peace for the werld.

¥e entrsat Your Excellency to cosmumicate the con=
tants of this message to the heads of the govern-
mente of Gresat Britain, China and the U. 5. §. R.
Please accept, Mr. President, the gratitude of
curselves and of all our people for Your Excell-
ency's kind and noble intervening on our berelf .

5
{signed) Baoc Dai

n Tre second messags reads az follows:

®PFrom Fis Hajesty, Emperor 3ao Dai, %o Ceneral De Saulle
and the Prench pscoples

I addrese myself to the people of France, %o the
comtry of my youth, and also %o her chief and lib-
erstor: and I wish to speak as a friend rather than
g Chief of Stats.

You havs suffered too much during four mortal years
rot to undsrstand that the Annamese pscple, who have
twenty centuries of history and a past frequently

glorious, no longer wish and no longer can tolerate £
any forsign domination cr administration, '

You would understand even better if only you could
gsee what ig havpening here, if you counld feel this
will for independence which lurks in the depths of
all hearts and which can be repressed nc longer by
any human power. Even if you succeeded in ra=-estab- | i
1lighing a2 Trench administration here, it would no
loager be obeyed; each village would de = nest of
resistancs, each former ally an enemy; and your of-
ficials and colonists themselves would ask to leave
n this oppressive atmosphere,

(5) 20 August 1945, B-202731.
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I beg you to understand that the sole means to sal-
vage French interests and the spiritval influence
of Trance iz Indo-China is to recognize opealy the
independsncs of Yiet Nem and to abandon any ideas
of re—astadlishing French sovareignty here or a
French adminigtration in any form whatscaver.

¥s could sc easily come to an understanding in other
ways =nd become friends if only you would cease uund-
ertaking to become once =ore our ma33ers. Arpealing
to the wellekmown idealism of the French people and
to the great wisdom of their leader, we hope tbat the
pezce and joy which have sound@d for all the peoples
o? the world will ba assured equally for all the ip=
haditents of Indo=China,t 6

On 20 August the Etsumel proclaimsé zarfial law in Eanol,

Although the Japanese irzy sent tanks into the city, thare were no
armed clashss. According $o a dsspatch from Tsuka=zoto to Tokyo, the

Arzy had adopted 2 policy of refraining from atteck so long &s J8p=
7
anese nationals werd not molested,

On the follewing morning the 3tsumi informed Japanese

Consul Ganeral Hishimura (Sesidemt Superior of Tonkin) as follows:

%43 of today, we have takern over the Northera
Political Committee which set wp the Zxperor
of Annam; we have reappointed & leader for
them and are pow aweiting the formal appointe
zent from {the Bao Dai Eatiomalist Governoment
at) End.*

(6) The Japanese reported that the Cambodians, alss, objectsd
to the return of the French, stating, that "in all classes of
the populaticn it is universally felt that if the Japanese ars
to evacuate, thay would like the British and Americans to coms,
rather than the French.® (B-203767) 20 August 1545, H<2029617

(7). B-203781, 23 August. i e s &
8w REE el g A
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Thoroughly confused, Nighiwura commented to Tokyo!

*Since the attitude of the (Etsumei) movement
vas to disavow Bao Dai and the Hationalist
Government, it is extremely strangs Just how
Etsumei could undertaks a conciliation with
Hud and yet continme to carry oz a revolu=
tionary policy against them.®
On the 22ad, the Etsumsl informed Flshimura that becanse
of a lack of sufficient arms to keep public order, martial law in
Eanoi had Deen 1lifted. A regquest that the Japaness supﬁl: the neo-
essary arms apparently was refused. ¥ighigmrs informed Tokyo that
perbaps a compromise could be reachsd detween the Btsumel and the
n Bao Dal Governmsni through mediation by the Japanese Advisor (To-
koyama) to the latter government. TYokoyama however was URSuccess-
ful, reporting (on the 23rd) as follows:
"I havs achisved no success in my negotiations
vith Etsumei. Since the revolutiozmary movement
in the large cities is gaining ia proportion the

Cabinet is determined to resign en masse and the
Experor has decided to abdicate."

In the mesantime mn American plane arrived in Eanol with
»

16 Americans and 5 FPrench Officers aboard, Aecording to Tsukamoto,

- T T

. The five French officers togethsr with 3 others that
arrived the nsxt day (23rd) wers confined in the Gow
ernor Censral's residence.
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4% created a very "great semsation, the Joy of the Trexch knew Do
bourds, and the Etsumei begma a urified onslaught §f rropaganda.t 8
Fvery day there were %agitation moves® in the streets, znd placards
were posted throughout the city in Eznglish, Chinese, ard Pus=ian,
pearing slogans such as; "Dowm wlth Trench Irperisliem,® "Independ-
ence or Death,” and "Welcome to the Allied F=tioczms.' Truzamoto re-
ported that benind the scenet the Fisumel leadars were tzking impor-
tant Frenchzen into cuetody, snd %3t night tize there was freguent
gun=fire.* :

Oz the 25th Bao Dai abdicated; his Cadlzet resigned and
the Btsumei scetadlismkbed the "Provicional Covernment of the Viet Bﬁu
Eepublic® headed DY President Ho Chi Hinph.* = At the same time iz
Saigon, (capital of Cocnin-China) 50,000 persons assembled to astabe
1ish the Southern Section of the newly formad Provisicrel Government.

They imorisonsd Seo Tai's resreszentatives, ook over the administra-

tive offices and anparently estedlished complete control of Cochin=-China.

(8) 30 August 1945, 3-204158.
(8) 31 August 1943, BE-204137.
(1_0) 30 August 1945, B-204473.
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The local Japanese army suthorities Smaintained s neutral attituds

and comtimued to protsct the Japanese, Trench azd other forsigunsrs.

After Bao Dai's abdication hs became an advisor to the
Provisionsl Goverzment, living in Hanol umdsr the assumed name of
Prinee Bizmi. Shortly afterward, bs {gsusd ths following messags
to the Freanch goverament and the French people in ths Annaness

newspaper at Hanol:

#Prom 1540 $o 1945 the French Indo-Chima Government

strugzled with the Japansse pattern of Tascism which

has been foisted oa our mation but om August 20th of
ene - 1y re -

n Therewpon, 1 myself placing more importance on the
interestzs of my pation than on amy owa imperial pre=
rogatives, abdicated the throne on Angust 25th and
on the 26tk the Yiet Mizh Bepublic was sstadlished.

However, ths Freach Covernment has now sent army of=-
ficers charged with the migsion of suppressing our
Rapublic and our grvernment has firmly protected us
{ against the agzreszive schems,

The people of Annam are fully resclved %o maintain
their freedom in the face of the French colonials

who ars still impregmated with their old imzperiale
istic ideas and ars determined %o block any fresh

ezegression on thair part. Consequently, in order

to prevent the outbreak of any regrsttable incid-

ents, 1 Rereby appeal %o the spirit of understand-
ing of the rsspomsible people of France.

n . Bao Del thus sdmits that his government (from mid=-March
to 20 August) was never in fact independent.

(11) 31 Acgust 1945, B-204207.
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During =y youthful years in France where I had
besn sent to complete my education I learned %o
know the Freanch people as & pecple who love libe
erty and peace and cherished independence and
equality above all else. Already at that time,
I felt that the French colonials who were inter—
ested only in their own profits were defiling
the gloricus history of Frznce.

It behoovss France as one of the Laited Katicns,
to strive to achieve the =sveral ocbjectives en-
visagsd by the war (leaders). So far ss we are
concerned, we fesl that the war was fought, above
211, to bring sbout the liberatiom of all people v
and natiops ¥
Batween 25 and 30 Angust, the new Government informed
the Japanese officisls that they "desired extremely friendly re-
lations with Japan in the future,® and that they had reached "a
esriain degree of understanding with the United Fatione in regard
to the maintenance of independence.® Furthermore, as far as France
was concerned, the new govermment held® the trump-—card of a nation=- ;
wvide people's redellisn,” and thers was "no way out throughn nego-

tistions.” Than they made two requests of the Japanese, first,

thet the Jepanese govermment officials turn over their posts to
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the new Governmment; =nd second, that the RBank of Indo=China be
transferred from ths control of ths Japanese authorities to the
Provisional Govermment. Tsukamoto informed Tokyo that %we wvers
forced to consent to the second request as an lmmediate measure.”
Later, however, the Japanese changed their minds end d.ecidcd. to
rstain control of both the bank and the central offices of the

12
Governmant Gensral until the Allies tcok over,

L 3
On 2 September the new flag of Indo=China flevw over

Hanoi and Saigor while huge crowde gathersd to participats in
the cersmonial celebration which was %0 mark irndependence and
wvelcome the Allies. In the narthern city the celebration end=
ed without mishap dut in Saigon numarons clashes secured, reé-
sulting in the Xlling of 2 Frenchmen, and 20 Annamese, and the
wounding of 21 Frenchmen and 120 Amnamese. Consul Genersl Kawano
in Seigon stated in a dispatch to Toiyo: ¥The Hountbatten Head-
quarters has inguired closely into Japanese responsibility iz
the imeidents, snd has demanded punishment cf the Japanese polics
officials who were responsible, arrest of the responsidle people
in Etsumei, and the dispersal of the revolutionsry army.' Apper—

ently the Allied hesdquarters ordersd the Japanese irmy to enforce

(12) 4 September 1545, B-204901, 204759, DS 24 Sept. 1945.

n L Red flaz with blues and white horizontal stripes in one
, cormer (according to press source.)
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thess dsmands. On the 13th, Xswano reported that "order has dbeen

restored io Saigon for the time deing and we are maintaining as

eclose contact with ths Allied Eea.dzimrtars as we possibly can,
merely awaiting their orders amd instructions, e Thus the
Ztsumei party at Saigom on the eve of its independence celsbra=
tion was ousted Trom the govermmental offices and its arzy dis-
armed; but as Xawano stated, "the anti-French feeling is still

prevalent and an exiremely bad situation is brewing.®

In Banci, however, the new government's flag continusd

n to wave whiles the Chinese occupation troops arrived. Om 14 Sept-
ember the Japaness in Harei reported that the new government of
the Btsumei was achigving a definite form, and that the liaison
of that group with the Japanese was steadily izproving. The
policy of the new government was io amphasize the importance of

/ avoiding mseless disturbances and bloodshed *at the present time.*®
The Japanese attridbuted the comparative calm cf.Eanoi to the fact
thet sdvance Prench officers had promised the Btsumel a broad
range of self-government, Revertheless, the Japanese felt t&t
the situation between ths Etsumel and French was beginning #to

ghow signs of unrest.® As far as ths Chinese troops were con=

n (13) 4 September 1945, B-205738; 8 September 1945, B-205974;
13 September 1945, B-205884,

o
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cernsd, ths Japasnsse stated as follows:

#If we judge from the activitiss of the advance

Chinese troops, it becomes guits clear that a

certain amount of =military zdministration is to

be g8t up in Indo-China. The Frencn and Chinese

advance officers bave practically no liaison wiih

seach other, and in addition relations with the

Rtsumel are at present far from good. It is exe

tremely difficult %o deterzine future developmants

in regard to this matter. ™

In Hué {capital of Annam) the Btsumei leaders wers em=
countering more difficulties. TYokoyama has rsported that om 12
September American pl-..ﬁns had dropred goods into the area occupied
n by the French, and as soon as the planes had gone, disturbances
aroses which had to be suppressed by the Japanese Army. 3oth the
Trench and Annamese suffered casualties and as a result of this,
it had bean decided that only Japanese troops would be statismed
on the borders of the French residential ares, Yokoyama further
stated that at presen$ in Bvd, it was a daily occurence for men=
bers of the populace *to sally out wiik bamboo spears and other
arme to conduct demonsirations.® When YTokoyama pointed out %o
the leaders of the Ztsumel that gestures of this nature would
only harm their position, the latter replied thet "we are zuf-
ficientiy swere of this fact, but we are unadle o sdsguately

L ]
control the natives,?

- 14 Sept. 1945, B-206585.
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12 the msantime the Japanese officials throughout Indo=
China were fworking without stint on measures for the protsctiam
of resident Japansse;? however, they all felt there was 25 room
for optimisn.? On 30 August the Japensse Army instructed the var-
ious advisors, that *since it had become impossible for theam %o
carry on their duties amy longer, they might as well evacuate,®
tut ths diplomatic officials were to remain onm duiy far the assis-—
tance of the Japaness nationals, They were instructed %o make
artitrary decisions for the protsciion and evacuation of the ns=-
tionale wince the situation was such that *if we do not act

n quickly, it will be toc late to act at all.® - The residents

were instrucied to incorperate themselves into feglf-controlled
groups, " living together at various places throughout the citles, |
Each person was to understand thoroughly the contents of ths Im=
perial Rescript, thus “assuring meantal preparedness for the Allled
occupl.tioﬁ.' However, the Jepanese felt that *whea one considers
the situation after the Japansse Arny is gone, he cannot fail to

15
be siruck with terror.?

eanwhile, the Prench were making vigorous afforts %o
agyicv=dal e i S W/
regain their forwer position in Indo=China.

e e s e e e, W

o

{14) 30 August 1945, B-204158; BE-204473.
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Commanting on the situation ia the British Zone, a S8D=
anese despatch from Saigon states that tne violent disturbances of
2 September resultsd in the discrediting of the Etsumel regime in
Cochim=China, and that the Prench had thus "been given a rrefext
to séize conirol over administration to some degree.'* =e added
however, that, %although the first order fron the A1lied FEeadguar=
ters to the Japanese Army spec‘lfieé restoration of control by
Frenchmen in the Saigon area, the British seem disposed mot to

‘ ’ absolve the Japanese Army from responsidility for preventing

26
disturbances of govsrmment and public order.®

Descridbing conditions in the northern area, & Japan-

ese despatch of 23 September includes the following:

* ....The Amnamese Government has taken over the
gctusl sdministration but this has created con=
fusion in the carryving on of the French admin-
istration in the southwest and southern arsase.
At the present time the position of the respon-
sible govermment authorities is not clear.....
pillaging, robbery, etc., are rampant, Jjust as
i7 there wers no government. If the Fremch
Army will taks over at this time (and it apoesrs
"that tris probability is growing) the Annamese
will resort.io scorched-earth, guerrilla warfare.
If thev should put up- a resistance, this will

n . On 23 Sept. ths native government at Saigon was overihrown
: by former French prisonmers of war who had been released by the

Eritish,

(28) B-208382, 16 Sept.; DS $1288
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creats an outbreak of trouble for the Chinesa,
French and Annanesse Arries. The lack of rice,
resulting in famime, will imevitably throw
public order into chaos. Under guch circum=
stancesz, we have become concernsd about %he
fzct that we are absolutely unable %0 protact
the property and lives of Japaness nationals
in Hanoi who have been politically involved....
we again ask you that you please arTANgS te
find ships for their evacuation in the npear
foture.ss - o. 27

A further Japanese despatch from Eanoi on 29 September
{ncludes the following latest available ulirs informstion on con=

ditions in Indo- Chinat

. ....Since the surrender ceremonies, (Japanese)
goldiers have deel permitted o wear swords, but
disarmanment will De carried out gradually from
now on. 1% is anderstood that each wnii has
been permitted %0 retain rifles and side arms
ip extresely small quantitiss.ecccces

The Chinese authorities, disregarding consider-
ation of the complicated political situation
hers and repeated entreaties from us, have not
carried out the transfer of sdministrative mei=
ters as pla.nned......ﬂo Chinsse seem o De Ut~
terly disregarding the wishes of the French &nd
until recently have mads clear to the local Eili-
tary their jntention to enforce & gilitary ad=
aipistration., Since then, the Freach and Chinase
representatives have Deen at odds; lu Ean refused
tne French reguest for formal respresentatios at
the swrendsr ceremonies and had them attend as
observers.

. According to a 28 September AP story from Eanoi, the
French commander, . Ceneral Alegsandri, refused %0 attend the
surrender cersmonies at the Governor GCeneral's place, be=
cause the Franch flag was not among thos e displayed.

(27) B-207548.




In regard to the machinery of the nilitary ad-
ministration, although it has not yet been coz=
firmed, it appears that Lu Fan will be the Sup=-
reme Commander.....lt seems that Lieut. Geperal
(Sho?) has been nominated to represeni Euomintang
Eeadqusrters and watch ovsr Lu H8Recesaens

Public order inside the city of EHanol has grad-
ually wersened and the police nave become COB=
rletaly powerless.......thieves throng the sireets
and damage especially among the Japanese, is ip-
creasing.

{ Although the French appear to be awvaiting the
(arrival) of sbout 4800 former French Indo-China .
troops now being held at the Yunnan torder by
ths Chiness, 4000 of thase are Annsmese, and
units of foreigmers comprise the main strength
of the rest. Such being the case, if, by way
of experiment, they were to have them enter tae

n cowatry by land route, it wculd not be difficult
to predict revolt om the part of the Aznamese
troops. Morsover, slthough the 4000=o0dd French
trocps who ars prisomers of war here are in &
state tantamouwt to liberation, Judging by the
attituds of the Chinese, there is no vay to
geguire arms, Thus the French can takes no im=
mediate drastic steps.....

Eo moves by the Americaz representation have
teen evident, but it appears that they may te
prevailing wpon the Viet kinh not %o resort o
viclence ané at the same tlue making sillful
use of their positioam as mediator....." 28

(28) E-208290
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COBCLUSICH

4 summation of the forsgoing presents ths following picture

of the present confused gituation in Indo=Chinas

(2) Japansse troops and civilians \except those
of the lattar who have Desl selected to I'e=
rzain and "cocperate’) anxiously swaiting
their return %o Japan.

(b) British troops in the soumth, and Chinese
troops in the north; tze latter's pres-
ance & matter of deep concerm and »0

1ittle indignatiom om the part of the
French.

n (¢) The *Provisional Government of the Repubd=
1ic of Viet Ham® ( a coalition of native
indapendence factions, apparently domina=
ted at present by ths Ttsumel) umder Fres-
i1dent Ho Chi Miph; holding some Rmeasure of
political comtrol in the former Frotactorates
of Tonpkin and Armna,

(4) The former Freneh (olexy of Cochia-China
f politically controlled by the French (xost=
ly former prisoners of wer vho were liber-
ated by the British) who ousted the Stsmmel,

{e) The Kings of the minor states of Laos and
Cambodim still seated, if prtcnri.ously, 1mon
their thromes, watching and waiting ar they
observe the gensral malee more OT less from
the side lines.
Yhatever may be the outcome of the preesent turmoll in
Inds-Chiza, it is ao imsscapsble fact that Japem has left her

mark not only in Indo-China but in Helays, Burma and tha Bethér-

l . land East Inﬁ.iu. Though the returz of troope and =&IY civilians
N -, ey Y
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%o Japan may servs to acceatuats in the minds of Japan's long-
rangs planners aa already ksen semse of frustration of long-held
hopes, it is safe to assume that the empire duilders find susten—
ance for future hopes in the seemingly irreparable damage done to
ths prestige of France, Great Britain and the Hetherlands in south-
arn arsas which hold the lives and aspirations of wore than 125 mil-

lion people.

Regardless of the manner in which the French, 3ritish
and Dutch approach the-problsm of returning to these arsas - whetbe
er they rely on force or on a revised volitical philosophy - many
of their problems (which may prove to be permanent fixtures) will

bear the stamp "¥ada in Japan.?
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