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YORMULATFD BY THE JAPANESE PRIOR IO 14 AUGUST 1945

In this report the Southern Pacific Area will be considered under
tw topics; the Burma, Thafland, Indo-China; and the Malaya, Ketherland

East Indies sectors.

(I) BURMA, TEAILARD, IEDO-CEIXA
In April 1945, bdefore the fall of Pangoon 152,000 troops wers

stationed in Burma. At that time these forces compossd nine divisions,

subordinated to thres armies, the 15th, 25th, and 55rd.l By August 145,
MIS estimated that omly 54,000 of that force remimed in Purma.? Phe &
fifteanth army had moved to Thailand, the 2nd and 55th Divisions to Indo=
China, and the 28th army (which probabdly commanded all the estimated 8,000
Japanese troops in the hills near Pegu) became congideradly battered

attempting a break eastward across the Sittang River towards Thailand,

The diplomatic staff and the Burmese Eational Representative Ba Maw

have retreated from Burma, Ba Maw and his group have arrived in Indo-China

1. "Order of 2attle Bulletin Japanese Grouni Force® #57, 7 April 1945,
2. "Order of Eattle Pulletin Japanese Ground Force® #73, 28 July 1945,
3. PIS, 21 July 1945; FEE, 14 July 1945; FXS, 18 July 1945; FES, 9 kugust 1945,




= after a wvearisoms trip from Bangoon via Koulmein and Bangkok, Japanese
Azbasssdor Ighii has remained in contact with developasnts in Burma and
has forwarded to ZTokys (through Bangkok) messagss on conditions within
Purma. His latest message of 4 August states that enemy spies have been

peracimted throughout the Moulmein arez and that Burmese agents in various

important cities received orders from these eples and carried on espionage
and "all sorts of disruptive activities behind the scenes.” Hs also stated
that the average Purmese is becorming more and more anti-Japanese and that
"bands of robbers were stalking the countryside in broad daylight.' It was
quite clear that Ambassador Ishi{ considered conditions in Burma very un-
satisfactory for the Japanese evar before the Xzperor had fssued the order

to surrendier. 4

Prior ¢o the fall of Rangoon, Subhes Chandra Bose, ths head of the
Indian Provisional Govermment, has alsc served iz Burma; but when the

British entered that city he too fled to Bangicok. Until mid-July he

Texmeined in command of the 18,000 member: of the Indian Eatlonal Army
stationed in Malaya., Then the Japaness found that it became ®imperative
to either dissolve the Indian Ezstional Army or to curtail {ts operations,

becanse of the supply prodlems ard the danger of revolt.” So on 27 July

the Vice Minister of War ordersd the Indiar Eational Army disbended (except

for two or three hundred men to servs as protaction for Bose) —%after

4. 10 July 1545, #3768, E-195948, 27 July 1945, E-199803, 4 August 1945,
B-200418,
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Tiret ml:‘l.ngidu unhrlhnd the situation®. The commander 0f the Scuthern
Army was to dedde the details of ro-loesti:ng Boss either in Malaya or
French Indo-China. Although the Indian Provisional Govermment was to

em:'tit'me. *Bose was not to go to Tokyo or China, even temporarily, tut 1
5

was to cast his lot with ths fate of his army and his government. ¥ :

After the defeat in Burma, the Japanese began %o prepere for the r

expected invasion of Thailand, In early April 17,000 troops served in

that nrea..s By 28 July '45, that total had been insressed to 55.000.7
The 15th army from Burma had joined the 38th army in Thelland and the
combined forces formed the 18th area army. The 15th army was designated 3

to defend Eorthwest Thalland which had rrevicusly been defended by the

Y “Dusing the Sireh Lov veeks in August

the 18th army was to see their first action in Thailand., They were to

none toe trustworthy Siamese Army,

“attack and destroy® allied secret airfields which were ¥eing built near
Sakon Eakon (near Indo-China border). Scouting planes had deecrided these
bases as “secrst airfields at which four-engine planss can lamd".9

4lthough the standing army of Thailand hac numbared 200,000, the

Japanese have placed little trust in either the Siamese army or people,
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5. 19 July 1945, 6-20, E-197658; FES, 2 August 1545,

6. "Order of Battle Bulletin Japanese Ground Forces" €57, 7 April 1945,
7. "Order of Battle Bulletin Japanese Ground Forces® $¥72, 28 July 1545,
8. 75, 21 July 1945; FEs, 18 July 1945, <

8. TES, 24 July 1948,
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Rscent incidents bave furthersd this opinion. Allled agents have beex
paragiuted into Siam ard the people have joined them in secret meetings,
In July one of the secret political associations spread propaganda leaflets
saying that the Frese Thal leader, the former minister to the United States,
Mom Seni, was preparing to enter Thailand. Ths leaflets went on to say
that "when he doss enter the country the whole Thal people wust rise to
li{berate Thailand and destroy the Japanese Army end Japanese Kationals in
Thalland, *10

Another disconcerting incident occurred at & session of the Thal
Bational Assembly on the 12tk July. ¥hen a "member of the opposition party*®
asked whether Zangkok could be proclaimed an “open city®, and wvhether “in-
quiries had deen made 1nvregard to disarming the city®, the Dafense Minister
replied that "we have heard nothing from the enexy" and that anyvay "there
would be others who would object.” The "oppesition member” then commented
that "if the Japanese would leave Bangkok, the Thal people vould be very

grateful, vl

On 14 August '45, when the ¥mperor broadcasted the acceptance of the
Potsdam ultimatux terms, Japanese Azbassador Yamzmoto replied s follovs:

"We bave received the Imperial Beszcript and our grief knows no
bounds, In obedience to the Imperial will and the purport of the
Experor's instructions, I and the officials with me all will do
our utmost to set His Majesty's mind a2t peace through the fulfill-
ment of the duties (! left to us by our lesders?) and through

the guarding and maintaining of the prosperity of the Imperial
Throne, 12

10. 9 July 1845, 687, BE-196031.
11. DS 1219, 27 July 1945.
12. 15 August 1945, 822, Special 85,
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? At present (-‘1'? August) nothing ie available from the Japanese army in
Thailand,

On 11 August Ambassador Yamanoto was requected by the G.E.A, Hinistry

%o convey t$0 the Thal Government a message stating that Thailand should

"degin the necessary peace overtures immediately in concert with Japan.®
The message went on to say that "It i3, as always, Japan's heartfelt
desires tha..t Thailand preserve until the last itz status as the lealding
indspendent country in East Asia.” BHowever, on the 12th Yamamotc replied
that he had not yet communicated the surrender news %o the Thai officials
because he feared that the Army would odjsct, and asked Tekyo to "get
the approval of the Army and Eavy a: gquickly as possible in regard ts these
representations.” * Ag of 17 hogust, Thailand had not beguz any peace

ﬁ ¢vsrtures,

- In Indo-Chinma the Japanese have also deen having difficulties.

Before the Jupamee took action azeinst the French rulers of Indo-Ghiﬁ.
‘ there hed been an active underground Independence Lasgue, After the French .

had been ousted, this leagus became antieJapanese as well eas anti-French,

and &s a result of their activities the Annamese Government began to show
tendencies tc resist Japanese control end %o make strong demands for the
return of Annamese territory to 4t¢s owrn jurisdiction. 4s a result of
Annamese pressure, vhich insluded a threatensd resignation of the Cabinet,

the Japanese decided early in July to sase the restriction on Annamese

* D3. 14 August 1945,
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authority aad to take ltéps to restore ths French colony of Cochin-China

to -lm.na.-. : In rpitldlot Jajaun action to appease ths Annamese group and

curtail the activity of the anti-Japansse factions, friction and aiscome

tentnent contirmmed 4¢n Indo-Chim.u

i

In kugust when the Potsden Ultimatum was being accepted, affairs in

Indo-China seem confused. On 12 August Minister Teukamoto * dispatched the

following message tc Tokyo!

" 1. Ye learned of the Government's proposal to the four Powers
from DOMII wires and broadcasts from the variocus countries oz

the evening of the 10th, Ve immediately got in touch with various
quarters and made preparations for ths maintenanss of peacs and
order; we decided then to await instructions. On the

same evening important people among the military, government and
civilian population all bore doleful expressions, but there were
no sigzans of unrest.

2. Ag we forbade any announcement of this news, it has not yet
become genarally known; so that up until evening today the 12th,
the Chirsee, French, and Annamess have not sensed that anything is
wrong. Only the (Prench?) and Anmamese, feeling that Soviet
participetion will speed the end of 4he war ani fearing the en-
suing terror are apprehension. ¥e have seen no {?{ndice-
tions?) of deep-seated umrest, '

3. We knowv frox Yaghington broadeasts in the morning of the 12¢h
that the four Powers had (? lssusd a reply!); 1n general the day
paseed without occurrence of anythinz umsusl, but there are among
the mein body of the commissioned army officsrs some who say that
the peace offer, ete., are demagogueriss parpetrated by the United
States and Ingland and that the ¥inister of War has given orders
that the army fight to the bitter and,'l4

13,
L 3

14,

D€ 1225, 2 August 1945,

Minister Tsukamoto replaced Amdassador Matsumato (who wvent to Tokyo
for duty in foreign office) in May '45, Tsukamoto serves at the
Japanegse Inbassy in Hanol,

12 Aungust 1945, . E-201397.
b




On the following day (August 13th) Tsuramoto sent this message to Tokyot °

"I have learned, as the result of a casuel talk with the Army ‘

Commander, that the situatien in this area is as I descride balowi

Foreign broadcaste since the night of the 10th have coms as & -

great shock to the local populacs., Their particular fear of

the return of the French leads them tc entreat Jepan to prevent

the French return at all costs. ¥hile their desire is, of course

Independence, ii we could prevent this one thing it seems that

they would be content to de plaoed under international centrol

(trusteeship), irregardless of wvhatever (formalities?!) might de

involved, This, I delieve, &5 the fervant hope of ___ _ (all

of?) the people.” 15 :

According to our USA broadeasts on the morming of the 17th August,
the Emperor of Japan has despatched & representative to Indo-China to
order the disarmawment of the troops serving in that area. At the time of
the Indo=-China "incident" (March) thers were about 57,000 troops within
that area; then in Juns the total increased to 110,000, However, in July
the 37th Divisior and the 70th Indian Mixad Brigade moved to Korihern
Kalaya, and the 22nd Division was scheduled to move toc Thailand, VWhen
and i the 22nd Division departs, the 2lst Division will de the only majer
unit carried in Sorthern Frerch Indo-China, but if the 55th Div. from
Purme arrives in Indo-China as scheduled ths total will again de restored.ls

The air power of the Burme, Thailand, end Indo-Chine sector hes de-
creased during July 1945, On 5th July, 151 planes were estimated in that

area, then by 2 August the total was reduced tc 66 planas.17

15, 17 August 1945, . |, E-201396. v

16, "Order of Batile BPulletin Japanese Ground Forces" #57, 7 April 1945;
$73, 16 June '45,

17, TES, 5 July 1945, FES 2 August 154S.
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= " (11) MALATA AXD THY EZTHERLAND EAST INDIZS

Current traffic has indicated that the keymote of Japanese defense
in this Southern Pacific ares had been planned to canter around Singapore.
This essigoment was given to the Commander of the Seventh Area Army (1
Singapore):

*Es will hold the strategic areag in Malaya,

Sumatra, Java and Bormeo and will destroy

the invading epemy. In particuler, he will

hold the sector around Singepore, 18
¥ith thie object in mind, the Japanese planned for the withdrawl of
troope from the Andsman Islands, Lesser Sunds Islands zrnd from various
islandie West of New Ouinsa, The troops withirawn from these areas wsre
to move to the Singapore area "as guickly =s possible, in viev of the
urgency of reinforcing Singapors.”

During May the Japanese plsnned two withdrawal attempts from the
Andsman Islands but both times the Japanese ships were sunk while en-route
to the Islands, Eorever, by 15 June the Japensse had still not abardoned
the withdrawel plans. A message fror the Tenth Area Fleet (EQ Singzpore)
stated that success could not be expected "by ordinary methods' thexn
sugzerted that one or more former German submarines be assigned to ths

tenth erss fleet to be used to withdrev the troops from the Andaman Islands.

However, ae of July 28th, the 23,000 itroops still remained or those
Igl&nd‘vilg

18, X5, 6 July 1545,
19. FES, 16 June 1945; FZS, 6 July 1545.
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Tﬁe ﬁthﬂrsial planeg for the Lesser Sunda Islanis bsgrn early in
45, DBecause transportztion wes difficult, it required more than thres
months to move the 46th Division to Jawe and two heavy crulsers were lost
during these operations. On 1 June the seventh Area Army directed: the
withirawal of the 43th Division. That withirawal (1f successful) would
have left the Lesser Sundas virtually wniefenied.

'}Iev thet the decition ha? been made to w!thdrsw the 4Bth Division
from the!Isl&n&n. the important prodlem vas transportation. On € June
the second Army (EG Pinreng SW Celebes) submitted to the Southern Army &
proposal for using a hoepital skip to solve the tramsportation problems
of the proposed wi‘chdraval.zl This proposal was accepted and the fol-
loving plane were made concerning the secrecy of the hospital ship: "Iz
order to keep secret the movement of the hospital ship Zachibana Maru
(1,722 grt) we should like from mov on to call her the Sea Truk Eirose
¥aru, thue preventing the appesrance of her name in operstional orders
and messages. yia |

The first trip for the "Ses Truk EHircse Maru® wa: planned from Jave

to Timor api return.® The 43tk Division at D1111i (Timor) was given dstailed

20, TS, 4 June 1945,

21, ' FES, 11 June 1945,

22, TIPS, 15 June 19485,

It is interesting ¢to note that the Japenese were still carrying on
negotiations with the Portuzuese for the withdrewal of the Japanese
troops from Timor when this scheduled operntionm took place. The
Japanese delibarately planned te stall with the nsgotiations until
the withdrewsl from Portuguese Timor had deen completed. Or 1 June
they stated that the *negotistions wonld be deleyed until the end
of 1945.* (1 June 1945, #36, J-64414).
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lmtmnﬁcﬁ Zor the trip. The soldiers were %0 becoms petiants in hoee
pital gacments and the ordnanse and amwunition was io be carefully packed
in boxes zarked "medicel supplies”.®® A 16 July message disclesed that
the "Sea TrukM had completed her first run suscessfully; 1406 soldiers
of the 48th Division, 217 “serioualy i1l patisnts® 2nd 1929 cases of *unit
baggage”, had deen transported to save,2

The next scheduled trip for the "Sea Truk® vas to be & mm $o Toeal
4n the Rai Islands (S¥ of Bew Guines) where she wae agein to be used to
evacuatie troopes (the entire force of the llta Inf, Regt.) mnd ordnance.
sgain the same detailed instructiones were given but the 11th Inf, Regt.
was gfeatly concerned adout cerrying the regimental colors aboard the
hospital ship, and they requested: "Since it iz not fitting to keep
the regizental colors on the ship, plezse give your considermtion to
tronsporting them by air from Toesl to Surabays."” 5o the 1lth Regiment
boarded the "Sea Truk® (probadly without their colors). But this time |
the hospital ship did not reach her destinztion, for the "Sea Truk Eirose
Haru” was boarded and taken into custody by U, S. navel units on 4 Anzust
1845, ¥ith the loss of the hospital snip the Japanese wers faced witk
finding snother means of transporting the 28,000 troops remaining on the

Lesser Sunda Iglands,

23, 25, 11 July 1945,
24, ¥T3, 24 Jmly 1945,
25, 73S, 3 August 1945,
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In addition to the troops stranded in the Lesser Sunda Islands,
there are 53,000 in the Celebes, Knlnlhnra area; 57,000 &n the Dutch
Eew Guines, Banda Sea sector; and 15,000 in Iast New Guinsa,2®
 The air strength of the Malays Sumatra, Andssan sector has remained
consistently around the 200-250 mark during June and July. The air
strength of the Java, Netherland Exst Indies ares has remained fairly
consistently around 80 plmn.‘??

This month {August) the Japanese vere vreparing to zrant independence
$o the Zast Indies. On 7 August, Independence Preparatery Committees were
to be established in Jawva, the Celebes, Borneo, the Lesser Sundas and
Ambon. Agtual independence was to be declared during the first part of
September. A% that time the Japeness Empirs planned to recognize the
nev state vhich wvas then "to declars wer on America, Ingland and Eolland,*®
Eowever, bensath the flowery independence plans there was the familiar
theme of Japansse guldance for the nev states. The instructions regarding
the political 1ife after independence included: "the Japanese military
employses will control and guide the new states,” and "important points
relative tothe govermment which affect the entire arse will be referred
to the supreme military commander." After the announcement of indepen-

dence "an intensive propaganda campaign of Thanks" was to be carried out.zs

28, Tigures from "order of Battle Bulletin Japanese Ground Forces", #73
28 July 1945,
27. 7FPigures from TES 7 June thru 2 August 1945,
28, Ohief of Staff 2nd Southern Zxpeditionmary Flee$, Ang., 080500, 070720,
- 051725, 032355, 081420, 061425,
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On 18 August 1945, while the Japanese Army Commender of the Southern
Pacific Area aweited the completsd surrender terms and the visit frow the
representative of the Bmperor, the order was given to "all units in the
East Indies to maintain & strict lookout and precautions, and if the
enexy makes 2 visit, they are to make every effort to amnihilete him* 2%

Tha effect of the visit and the signed surrenfer terme on these isolated

army divisions remains to be seen.

(III) STARY

Available traffic indicates that the Japaness intendsd to maintain
their present forces ir Thailand and Indo-Chima and to strengthen those
forces by Divisions retreatins from Burme. They also intended %o hold
strategic areas in Malaya, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo with the importance
of holding the seoctor around Singapore as their basic object. To strengthen
their forces and arms in those aress the sepanase have attempted to with-
@rav troops and ordmance from the Andamen Islands, Lesser Sunda Islands,
and from various islands west of Few Cuinsa, That project proved extremely
difficult,

Prior to the acceptanse of the Potsdam Ultimatum ty the Emperor, the
Japaness were having considerable difficulty in Burma, Thailend =pd Indo-
Chins since the pecple were becoming anti-Jepanese, and enemy agents had

penetrated the countrysides. For the Fetherland Zast Indies the Jepanese

29. Comdr,, Base Force 11, Aug. 160430, FRUXF-160554.
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= had plmad Indsﬁcndm.. ihi.eh was o taks place in September '43,

" After the trosdeass bty Elrehito ascepting the surrender tarms of
the mioi, Thailand was alsoc to surrendsr, and the Japanese Asbassador
1n‘kngri_cok pldgod full cooperation to. his government. In Indo-Chima
and the Zast Indies the Japanese army and diplomets seemed in a state
of confusion during and Mtdy after the surrender negotiastions,
Perhaps thst atmosphers will be cleared by a visit from the Emperor's

representative and the actual signing of the surrender documents,
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