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JAPAN'S SURRENDER HAROEUVERS

As a sequel to the recent series of Summaries on "Russo=Jezpanese
Relations® (the last en 7 ingust, as PSIS 400-25), there will be inclnded
hmhamdanuahhh'aﬂicmgaﬂmgterﬁnationofthou
mhﬁm,ésnuuemuimmguptomdmmatﬂyrono-mgm

surrender of the Japsness Empire to the United States and her allies.

As previously noted, since 13 July Foreign Minister Togo had been
pressing Azbassedor Sasto &l Noscow to arrange an interview with Foreign
Commissar Eclotov regarding a reply to Jzpan's proposel for Prince Konoye's
peace mission to Moscow, Kolotov hed left Moscow for Potsdam on 14 July,
and Sato, dealing in the interim with Vice Oommissar Losovsky, hed found 1
She Tubtier TutEitngly non-committal regarding Brssdats stiitods, I

The day after the first stomis bomb was dropped, Togo semt the followe -~ |
ing *Very Urpent® despatch to Sstos

*The situation is becoming more and more pressing, and we

would 1ike o know at once the explieit attitude of the

Russians, So will you put forth still greater efforts to
get & reply from them in haste?®d

(n the seme day, 7 Aungust, Sato informed Togo of & note just received
from Molotov (who had recently returned to oscow), saying that the latter
would be able to see Ssto et 1700 on the 8th.?

!Spec. 022, 7 August 1945, Tokyo-Moscow.
2Spec. 023, 7 August 19,5, Moscow=Tokyo.
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Ultre traffic affords no account of the meeting, tut from press
and radio eceounts it appears to have been similar to the historic inter-
view four ponths earlier, when Wolotov, without preamble, handed Sato
the formal notice of abrogztion of the Neutraslity Pact. As Sato went to
this interview with fewar iilusions then he had on the prior occasion,
regerding relations with Russisa, his surprise probebly wae not quite so
grest, although this FRE. received & teight&ér document — Russials
declaration of war on Japan, effective "z28 of toznﬁmvr, that is, 9 kugust".*
Bolotov was reported to have commented later, that Sato "gazve the text a
careful study". _

¥hether Setc prepared e despatch to inform Tokyo of the declaration of

gﬂ wer, or whether he relied on the Moscow and other capitals' broedeests, is
not eleer, At least no such message wes intercepted by us, and none was
received by Foreign Minister Togo, who eomplained on 12 August that he
had received no word other than & message forwarded on 10 August by Kinister
g )




Okemoto at Stockholm (in which Sato reported that he and his staff were
well and receiving good trestment).’

malatastamﬂahhmgurron&toisthefollcdng,tmded
in plain language from Stockholm to Tokyo on 15 Augusts

"We may yield once to foree, but what can conquer the stremgth

of spirit? So long as that remeins our people is not destroyed.

The future may be dark, but let us bind vp our wounds, keep

back our tears, and face with good cheer the task which comes

next: o devole ourselves body znd sov) to the restoration of

our netion, Sato'f.‘- "

Although epprised by the Moscow radio® on 8 August (Moscow time) and
Wmm“.hmhm,thesmunrﬂQthiuM
received its first formally officis] notice of Russiz's entry into the
- war, on 10 August, when, in an interview probsbly unicque in the smnals of
war, Foreign Minister Togo upon receiving the Russian declarxtion, banded
o Soviet Ambassador Malik & copy of Japan's smrrender proposal elready
prepered, in fact, already sent to Noscow via the Swedish Government. Togo's
account of this interview reads in part as follows:

Fessseveshe read to me & statement concerning the Soviet Unienis

endorsensnt of the Potsdam Declarstion snd the existence of &
stete of war with Japan, This statement was the same as the

*Explaining the declaration of wer, & Soviet High Command
cast from Khabsrovsk on 9 Augnst charged viclation of the
trality Paet; recounted the sggressions of Japan, in which
*has always been very wolf-like”; end delivered a scathing
dictoment of Japan's "right-wing Imperialists who are destroying
the interests of the people®., (H=-201352). :

{

11

3S]:-ou. 052, 12 sugust 1945, Tokyo-Noscow.

45200583, 15 Amgust 1945, Stockhole-Tokyo. -
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Anbagsedor Szto by Wolotov, as broadeest over

I sadd in reply, 'Tt is very stramp-that the Soviet Uniom
should declare the existence of & state of war without

The Ambassador replisd thet the position of the Sovist Uniom
wes cleerly set forth in the government's decleration, ete,

Covermment through the Swédiszh Covernment, but thzt we desired
him also to trenszit it tc his government, if he had no cbject=

ions, ssssecsssssessans

The Ambassador said thet he hed no muthority to receive our
proposal, but that he would agree to send it on, on his personal
responsibility and on condition that there was no difficuity
sbout transmitting it to his goverrmenmt®,.S
-~ Before lsaving the subject of Ensso-Jepsnese relstions, it is of
- irterest to note the mamner in which Russis terminated those relstions,
In order ic be legally ebeclved fron existing cbligations of her RBeutrality
Pact with Jepan, two ecurses were open; ome of them representing, in z
sense, the old exe in international relations, =nd the other, the new,
insugurstsd whon the Chartsr was agreed on &t San Francisco, Actually she i
ehose both courses, In the Eigh Command broadcastis repudiation of the Pact
through charges of violation by Japan of its provisions, she used the old

method, But for the formal and officiel cancellation of the Pact, her wording |

’Suqﬁppmdixlfortmwdeclmticnofm.

58pec. 034, 10 ingust 1945, Tolgyo-Circular (Stockholm),
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of the war declaretion handed to Japan (mextion of the Allied ultimstum®

-- and Russia's "obligation® to comply with Allied requests that she join
in the war), indicates that she prefers to cperate under the Charter.
(Under Article 103 of the Charter; "In the event of & eonflict bebween

the obligations of the members of the United Eations under the present
chnrtormdanyctberintmﬁ.onalobligatiouto:hichtheym subject,

their obligations under the Charter shall preveil®,)

*
See Appendix B for text.
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At 0847 Tokyo time on 10 August (2347 on 9th, 2-time), the Japan-
ese Forelign ¥inistry transmitted to its Legetions in Switserland and
Svadenaaapmutdrtaf:apan'ssurrendu'arfer. The Foreign Office
stated that an English text also would be sent.’

At 1020 Tokyo time, the Foreign Ministry sent the following further
despateh to the Minister et Berne end Stockholms |

"In accordance with the will of the Empercr, who is desirous

of saving humenity from the catastrophe of wer, the Imperial

Government decided

to request that the intemtions of the
Irperial Government be transmitted to the principal belligerent
mtriel.....andalntatmitthagistofthis
to the Soviet Government through the Soviet Arbassador to
Tokyo. In this connection, it is requested that the Hinister
in Switserland inform &t once the United Stetes Govermment end
the Government of China and that the Einister in Sweden inform
Creat Britain and Soviet Russis, and that the countries to which
you are respectively sccredited lend their assistance in obtaining
en immediste answer,

Please wire back the results at cnce,™

At 1145 Stoekhalm time (1045 Z), Jepanese Einister Okemots, not having
received the promised English text from Tokyo, delivered his own trenslstion
of the Japanese version to Swedish Foreign Einister Unden for trensmission
to the Soviet end British Covernmemts, According to Okamoto's escount of
the interview, Unden asked whether the phrase sbout meintaining the pre-
rogatives of the Empercr meent that there would be *no changes in the |

'Sta‘bo'agowrningﬂltaormchmgeintheposiﬁmofmw

Bajesty", Okamoto replied that, although he had had no explanation of the

special 26, 10 Angust 1545,
Topectal 24 and 25, 10 Angust 1945.
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matter, he felt thet "the words include both interpretations®, Unden
stated in conclusion that Sweden considered it e grest honor to have

recaived such a request and would ™try to extond her good offices at
8 .

onoe¥,

At 1955 Tokyo time (the same day - 10 August), Foreign Minister
Togo semt a further message to the Legations at Berme and Stockbelm,
adviai.ngthe:t.hatthamgliﬂatert of the s _rrender offer was the ¥legeal

text',andthat'nmhandllngthehpmumgionuthemm

end are correcting it" to conform to the English version,’

Fifteen mimtes later (2010 Tokyo time), Togo finally tranamitted
the following English text: (An idemtical text was broadcast by Domei at
2035 Tokyo tize.) |

wIn obedience to the gracious command of Hiz Majesty the
Emperor who, ever enxious to0 enhance the cesuse of world
pesce, desires earnestly to bring about an absclute termin-
ation of hostilities with & view of saving mankind from the
calamities to be imposed upon thez Wy further eontimation
of the war, the Japaness Government asked several weeks ago
the Soviet Government, with which neutrs]l relations them
prevailed, to rendsr good offices in restoring pesce vis-a-
vis the enexy powers. Unfortunstely, these efforts in the
interest of peace having feiled, the Japanese Government, in
corforxity with the zugust wish of His Majesty to restore
the generzl peace and desiring to put &n end to the untold
sufferings emtailed by war as quickly &s possible, have
decided upcn the following: : :

'm:@mumtmmdyumtmmsm&
in the Joint Declarstion which was issued st Potsdam on 26th
July 1945 by the hesds of the Governments of the United States,

Sspecial 29 and 33, 10 iugust 1945; Dip. Sum, #1233 and £123,
10 and 11 August 1945.

9spum_135, 10 ingust 1945.
- =
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Great Britain and China, and later subscribed by the Soviet
Covermeent, with the understanding that the said Declaratiom

does not comprise any demend which prejudices the prerogatives
of His Najesty as a povereign ruler,

The Jepeness Covernment hope sincerely that this understande
ing is warranted and desire keenly that an lieit indication

4o that effect will be speedily forthcoming,
At 2345 Tokye time (10 August), the revised Jspanese version was

sent out, A transistion of that verzion departs alightly from the official

Engligh text in 2 few cases where the English text cannot be considered
anmettramlatdm.n |
At 1800 Berne time (10 Angust), Einister Kass et Berne handed the
English text to the Swiss "Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs® (presumably
Walter Stucki, Chief of the Division of Foreign Affairs of the Swiss
Politicsl Department) and ssked him to commmicste it to the Governments
of the United States and China, At exactly the seme time Einister Okemoto

&t Stockholm delivered the officiel English text ic the Swedish Foreign
!inistry.n

Also on 10 August, Togo (as Greater East Asin Minister) advised his
representztives in Manchuimo, China, Indo-Chins, Theilend and Burma that,

becsuse of “various foreign and domestic circumstances", the Japanese

10 pecdal 31,34,37,40,49, 10 August 1945,
Uspectal 37, 10 August 1945.

125 ecial 38, 10 August 1945; Special 41, 10 Angust 1945,
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= Maffarhadbmmdotomm.n The following day he
edded that the "circumstances®™ referred to ®of course inelude the

problen of the atomic bomb".24 1130 on the 11th, he instructed his
representatives to pass on the news to the governmenmts to which they

‘ ware sccredited, In concluding this message, he added that he had

¢ nob yet "received the sgreement of the irmy and Navy om this matter+.l5

o ﬁnnmgnsttha-mwuhm_almmgupmta
mossage to Azbassador Yamamoto in Bangkok, in which he referred to the
ThaileJepaness Tresty of Allisnce (of Z1 December 191), binding each
eouubrynottomkeasepmﬁpeaeeor&nﬁ.atice,.andmtontam:

"Please comvey (to the Thei Covermment) 2 messace to the
effect that not only have we pledped 2 (word missing)
peace, but we =re of the opinion that, in meeting such

ﬁ ‘a gituation, the position of Theiland emd nsturslly the

; other countries in Creater Past Asie will receive special

= ocneideration, Therefore, since we intend that the Thei
Govermwent as well to devise whatever msagures are deemed
suitable, we have no objection to the necessary overtures
belng begun immediately in eoncert with Japan. It is, as
always, Japan's heartfelt desire that Thailand preserve
until the last itz status 23 the lesding independent
country in Bast Asia.®

On ths 12th, Yamamoto replied that be had not yet commumnicated the

surrender news to the Thal beczuse of his fear that the Army officials
would objeot, and asked Tokyo to ¥get the approval of the Arzy and Ravy

Lpip. sux. #1237, 14 iugust 1945; Fe201347.

Lpip, Sun. #1237, 14 August 1945.
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28 quickly es possible in regard to these repreaen‘t.aﬂm‘.lé

At 232/ Berpe time on 11 Angust, Minister Xese ai Berme forwarded
%o Tokyo the Four Power reply’ to the Japanese surrender offer. He
stated that "the Urited Stztes Government is now ewaiting ar immedizte
reply to this note®, )7 Prom Stockholm, Iinister Camoto reported that
mf{ Frnglish official there hed hended on jdenticel nocte to the Swedish
Foreign Oﬁ‘ice.le '

Jlthough Kase had informed Togo that the Tnited Stetes Govermment
was "swaiting en immediate reply®, the first wors fortheoming wes by way
of & Domei brosdcast (40f hours leter) at midnight Tokyo tizme, 13 Lugust,

as follows:

today Yonday through Swiss Legstion vhich functioning in

#see Appendix C for text.

16p1p, Sum. #1237, 14 August 1945.

174 peatal 45, 46, 47, 11 fgust 1945,

18550018] 51, 12 Augast 1945.

195pecisl #63, 13 August 1945, .




In & 12 Mugust despateh to Tokyo quoting press Teection to the
surrender proposal, Einister Okemoto at Stoc.‘xholw‘a stated:
"Since yesterdzy the EBC and other enemy brosdcasts have stated' that the
United ﬂaticnsaooeptod conditionslly the Japanese proposel®, Fe con=
cluded with & triumphent 'I‘tmstbenotadthattheyusodtheﬁd
‘accept!,n22

After the entire civilized world had waited anxiously through Sunday
and Mondsy (12 and 13 August) for the reply that wonld mean so moch, 2 X
break in the vigil came on Tuesday when hawk-eyed newsmen at Barne reported
that the Japenese Legation there had received a long despateh froe Tokyo.
Thishopeprovpdillmry,hm,uthemgatdmlammthat
the despatch 4id not contain the news awaited by the world, Perhaps cne
of the finest pieces of irony of the war, it comtained 2 lengthy presemt- .
ation of the case of the Awa E=ru, together with an itemized statement of

indemnities totalling exactly 227,286,600 Yen, and a demand that the

specdal £58, 12 August 1945,




United States make prompt settlement! Further, the Japanese Govern-
ment wanted to be informed of the method mnd execution of a severe

punishment not only of the commander of the submarine which sank the
Amhm,&to&'tbnm'hommapoaitimtoginordm
‘l;l'.':m:n:l:uzr‘uec:'v'l.ael::.i.n".z3

Hote: An item of 30,370,000 for carge did not indicate whether !
the valus of the munitions scheduled for shipment on this
hospitel ship was included, The zbove totsl figure did not
include the walue of the ship, 2s this is to be replaced in
¥ind, :

At 2010 Swiss time on 14 August (nearly three days after the Four
Powers' note had been despatched from Berne to Tokyo), Japaness Minister
Kase st Berne delivered in writing to the Swiss Political Department for
- transmission to Washington the following statement:

= | *Commmication of the Japanese Govermment of 1/ August 1945,
eddressed to the GCovernments of thse United States, CGreat
Britain, the Soviet Union and China,

¥ith reference to the Japanese Government's note of 10 August
regarding their acoeptance of the provisgions of the Potsdanm
Declarstion and the reply of the Governments of the United
Stztes, Creat Britain, the Soviet Union &nd China, sent by
Americen Seecretary of State Byrnee under the date of 11 August,
the Jepanese Government have the honor to commmicate to the
Govermments of the Four Powers as follows:

His Majesty the Emperor has issued an Imperial Rescript regard-
ing Japan's acoeptance of the Provisions of the Potsdam Decla-
ration.

His Majesty the Emperor is prepared to suthorize and ensure the
signature by his government and the Imperial General Headquarters
o@‘thamsarytsmfnroarry:\ngoutthoprominmottha

- Zpo201511, 14 sugust 1945, Tokyo-Berne
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Potsdan Declaratiom, Eis Majesty is also prepared to ismue
His Commands to ell the military, navel and air suthorities
of Jepan and all the forces under their control wherever lo-
cated 1o cease active operations, to surrender arms, and to
issus such other orders as may be required by the Supreme
Commender of the Allied Forces for the exscution of the above-
mentioned terms.®

This long-awaited acoeptance by Japan of the terms of the Potsdam
Declaration, was the result of a decision made by the Emperor some time
on 1 August despite repeatedly expressed cmposition by the Army and
Bavy.25 Atwmt&mmmnmgmﬁmxwmmw;
which was broadcast by the Emperor personally the following day =t noonm,
Tolgo ime. % The text of the rescript is given in & Tokyo Cireular
despatch as follows; .

*Fe, the Experor, in view of world conditions and the present
situetion of Japan, hereby announce to you our loyal subjects
thet in our profound anxiety to bring am end to this state

of affairs by some extreordinary measure we have instructed the
Japanese Government to accept the Joint Declarstion of the
United Statas, Great Britain, the Soviet Union and Chins,

In conformity with the precepts handed down by our Imperiel
enocestors we have always striven for the welfare of our subjects
and for the heppinsss and welfare of ell nations. That is pre-
cisely why we declared war sgainst Great Britain end the United
States, It was out of our anxiety to preserve the confidence
of the Empire and maintain the stebility of East Asia that we
took this step, It was not our intention to infringe on the
sovereignty of cther nations or to earry out acts of aggression
against their soil, :

—— - ———— e ——— e ot MR B S
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= However, the war has now lasted for four years and despite
the valor of our land and neva] forces, despite the (2 groups
missing) of our heroic dead and despite the (words missing),
the mituation has not tazken & turn for the better end neither
has the espect of the world situstion taken 2 more favorable
turn,

¥hat is more, the enemy has employed its ocutregecus bomb and

glmughtered untold mumbers of imnocent people., The damage
is incalculshble,

Accordingly, to contimme the war under these circumstances
would ultimately mean the extinction of cur people end the |
utter destrnetion of human eivilisetion, |

Under these circumstances, how were we to save the millions
of our subjects or (Justify ocurselives?) to the spirits of our
Imperial ancestors?

It was this which led us to bave the Imperial Govermment somply
with the Joint Declerztiom.

Iumstu:preu‘ourregretatcmﬂliu!hohawrmghtahng-
ﬂ side us for the emancipation of East Asisa,

ﬁ, We ere now thinking of our subjects who met an untimely death
(3 groups xissing) warriors, and of those they have left behind,
¥e elso feel deeply for the welfare of those who have suffered

great losses in the pursuit of victory and those who have lost
their livelihoods.

We zre zware that the Empire is now confronted with umperzileled
distress and fully know how you our subjects feel, However, by

patiently enduring the tide of events,however difficult it may

be; we will open the way for peace for genmerations to come. i

By maintaining oumx nstional structure, we zhall encourage you
our loyal subjects in your singlenmsse of purpose. Ve are ever :
with you. If you should now become agitated and create needless f
complications thus mekins difficulties for each other, you would '
only infringe the principles of morality and lose the respect .
of the world, We therefore sarrestly warn you egainst such
agitation,

Let us therefore face the long road shead of us as cne mnited
paticn in firm (3 groups missing) to the Throme and in full
confidence in the indestructibility of owr Divine Land, and let
us resclve to bend afl cur emergies to future reconstruction,
let us be strong in our morzl principles and firm in our ideals. ;
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Ry subjects, let us carry forward the glory of our pational
structure and let us not log behind in the progress of the
world,

Subeit, ye, to Our WA113¥°7

Fotes If the suthors of Jepan's surrender note (sent four days earlier)
elso composed this remarkable dodument, they appesr to have for-
gotten that it was therein admitted that Jepan had asked for
peace (viz Russia) "several weeks® before the “outragecus bomb"
was heard of,

With the war already lost, Kase at Berne advised Togo on 8 August
of the "golden opportunity to c2ll forth the sympethy of the
world® s well as to expose the fiendish brutality of ®“the leaders
of Ameriea (who) are nothing more then devils with the faces of
men®, However, (after filing violent protest the next day), Togo
&nd his peers found further use for this remerkable bomb with the
uncanny faculty of singling out %old men, women, children, shrines,
Buddhist temples, schools, hospitals®, ete., —- it is to be used
&s & convenient and welcome explanstion of the loss of the war.
(A possibly fairly accurste description of the effects of the bomd
is given in Appendix D.)

On 15 Avgust, Einister Kase zt Berne advised Tokyo that he had been
informed by the Swiss Govermment that according to the American Secretary
of State, "the Imperial Governmemt's cormmication of the 1ith was recog-
nised as a full acceptance of the Poisdem Declsration and of the reply of |
the Four Powers made under dete of the 11thW, -

At 0233 (m)m@m,mmtwbmmmmgmm
text the following orders issued by the Four Powers:

"You are to proceed as follows: |

1. Direct prompt cessation of hostilities by Japenese forces,

informing the Supreme Commander for the illied Power of
the effective date and hour of such cessation,

Zlopectisl #73 and F100, both 14 sugust 1945

—




mgitmhﬁm,c-mldmwmkm
(sic)hubmduignatsdutha&zpmcomdarfw
the Allied TPowers and he will notify the Japansse Govern-
ment of the time, place and other details of the formal
surrender ,®29 - '
Lzter the sams dzy, Domel broadeast in Englisgh:

*Imperial order to 21l Japanese armed forces to cease

~ A stil) later broadcest from Tokyo (et 1216 EWT) stated:
e

"Flagh — Imperiel Heedquarters; The Imperdsl Order to
every branch of the forces (words missing) but before

Onlsm_gustﬂ.uismxaumﬂnstnmtedhyrobutom@estthe
Swiss Covernmemt to commmicate to the Four Powers certain representations

2special #78, 15 August 1945,
3201586, Domed broedcast.

spectal #83, 15 iugust 1945; FE Sum, #512, 15 Angust 1945.
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‘ﬁnhmlﬂbatorthudnginanq:plmtarydespat&. *These repre-
sentetions ere ebsclutely nmo more than a statement of our wishes, and
they are not presented as conditions for the acceptance of the Declaratiem,
but they are vitally important in order to make smooth the coming dele
foate and diffieult task of carrying into effect the mctual terms of the
3&11:‘& Declerastion, (Our requests are particulerly necessary in terms of
our internal political situstion’ alse, This is for your informetion,)
mmmnmhmwcomyummummm

ment to which you are aocredited also and request their good offices to-
mmmmdmm."z

LtuMthMhm%Mbmm,mgom
instructed Kase 2s follows:

*"In view of the very delicate situstion in oxr coumntry,

please ask the good affices of the Covernment to which

you are accredited in preventing any publicstion of ths

representations,.end the other gide!s reply,'S3

wm(ummmmmm@mﬂmm
by indecision as to what would be best to wish for, as the "statement of

viahu'didnotarﬂnutsemuntﬂthofcnm.ngdq.x

'Undn-oaﬂncmlm.
**on the 15th, Premter Susuki “collected the resignatioms of

his Cebinet Ministers for presentation to the Throne®,
Frupae = 171104 Angust.

325000121 #82, 15 Angust 15,
22special #80 and #81, 15 Angust 1945,
SI’Spoehlm,léAngutl‘;Ls.
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At 1800 Berne time, 16th Kase handed them to the Swiss for forwarding,
'ﬁ:qrudutel]m: _

*The Jeapanese Covernment would like to be permitted to
state to the government of Americe, Great Britain, China
and Soviet Union what they most earnestly desire with
reference to the execution of certain provisions of the
Postdam Proclamstion., This may be done possibly &t the
time of the signature, but fearing that they may not be
eble to find an sppropriste opportunity, they take the
liberty of addressing the govermments of the Four Powers
through the good affices of the government of Switserland,

l, In view of the fact thzt the purpose of occupatiom &s
mentioned in the Potsdam Proclemation is soclely to secure
the echievemsnt of the basic cbjectives set forth in the
said Proclamstion, the Japanese government sincerely desire
that the Four Powers, relying upon the good faith of the
Japansss govermment, will facilitate discharge by the Jap-
anese government of their obligations a8 to forestzll any
unnecessary complications, It is earnestly solicited that:

n (4) In ecase of the entry of Allied fleets or troops
=7 in Japan proper the Japanese Govermment be notified
in edvence so that arrangements can be made for

i

(B) The the points in Japanese territory
to be designated by the Allies for occupation be
lizited to mumber, selection of the points
be made in soch & manner as to leave such 2 city as
Tokyo unoccupied and the forces to be stztioned at -
each ‘made as smell as possibls,

E

!
E
;

on their honor, the Japanese GCovern-
ment take utmost peins, But it is sugpested
that the best and the most effective method would be that under
the command of His Najesty the Emperor the Japanese forces zre
allowed to disarm themselves and surrender arms of their own
accord, diszrming of the Japanese forces on the continent be
carried oot beginning en the front line and in successive stages,

;
5

In cormmection with the diserming it is hoped that Article 35 of
the Bague Convention will be applied and the honor of the soldier
will be respected, permittidg them, for instance, {0 wear swords.




Further, the Japanese Government be given to understand the .
m.iuhannointentiontouploydiaamdhpms_e soldiers
for compulsory lsbor. It is sincerely hoped thet shipment
and transportation facilities necessary for the evacunation of
the soldiers to thelr homeland will be speedily provided,

3. Since some forces are located in remote places diffienlt
te commmnicate the Imperisl Order, it is desired that resson-
able time be allowed before the cessation of hostilities,

Lo It is hoped that the Allies will be good emough quickly
to take necessary steps or extend us facilities for the ship-
ment of indéspensable foodstuffs end —edical supplies to Jap-
anese forces in distant islands and for the transport of
wounded soldiers from those iglends® 55

Two days later, 18 Angust (1136-Z), Minister Xese wez shble to forward

to Tokyo the Four Power reply to the above ™wishes", together with the

aammethatthcyw&u]dhakeptsemtmdm:;mblnhedaamqmm.%

@

=

358‘;)0&1.&1#86 and 87, 15 August 1945; Special #97, 16 Angust 1945,

>special £106 and #108, 18 Angust 1945.
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= Attention is invited to the fact that (reminiscent of the tize

when Jepanese diplomate prolonged peace perleys at Eashington while the
Jap}.anm Revy was already enroute to Psarl Harbor), on Friday, 10 sugust,

when the Japanese Foreign Office informed the governmente of the Four
Powers of Jaspan's resdiness to Maccept the terms emmbrated in the Joint
Declaration,,with the understanding that the said Deelerstion does not
oon:;ria;mzy demand which prejudices the prerogaetives of His Majesty &as
a sovereign ruler®, it did not have the consent of the Army end Havy to -
send any such message, ‘ _ ’ ‘

Although Foreigm Minister Togo's motive probebly was to stell for
precious time in which to obtain agreement of ihe militarists (posaibly
combined with a last fzint hope that the “understanding®™ in the note
night cause disacreement amongst the Four Powers), the fact remains that
when the note was sent, the Army end Navy were definitely opposed to its |
terms. In & Southern Army Staff order =t 1400 the following dey (11 Aungust),
Field Mershal Terauchi, referring to an Imperial Army Hezdquarters order,
stated:

"I’haplansofthe&outhérnm'heveehmgedinmvey
whatever.

Each Army under our command end jurisdiction, in no way |
confused or blinded by scheming propagands, will estzblish :

*

A Staff ressage from Tokyo to Singzpore on 17 Angust steted
that *His Imperis] Highness, Prince Kanin Ko Elys Haruhito,
in order to trensmit the Imperizal will in aceordance with
Imperial Order, has deigned to go to the Southern Afea. His
scheduled movements are: 17 August leave Tokorozawa 0900."
(Army Speeiel J-021, 17 fugust 1945.) On the same day (17th),
Terenchi ordered the Southern Arxy to obey the Imperisl Crders
in full., (Jap. Army Specisl J=02/-DI) -
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8 unified and firmly wnited militery discipline, and

will go shead to stremgthen its war preperations more
and more.

On 14 iugust, in & joint order from the Ravy Vice Minister and the |
?iuﬁhm,kvalﬁmlstdf(thnhbtcamieidetwdayulatar),the
Huy'sattitﬁensstmdtohoa'ﬁndmﬁmtopmmumw
war to the lest men.....although it is expected that the enemy's war of
gtrategens will create meny complicetions (in regard to the 10 kugust note),
we will not be taken in by them and wish everyone to carry out his duties
umm@nnwm-.ﬁ' |

mnmt,itmatxbodina(pmal)cirmhrdeapatchfm
tho?iee-chiaf,cmnlstaﬂ,that'thenperhlmmd‘ﬂavanm

ﬂ 1ntﬂydetauﬁnedtnwztﬂmtheirmummthemtbml

J, | structure (kolkuted) (2 groups missing), even if i1t means their destruction,®
Contirming, this official stated:

*You are well aware of the fact that 2s a final move toward
the preservation of the national structure (kokutai), diplo-
matic pegotiations have been opened., The Army, however, with
the determination stated in the previous parsgraph is striving
to carry on the nationsl poligy. Unless the fors-mentiocned

condition is fulfilled, we will conmtime the wer to the bitter
end.

Inthiamctiontherensybepeaumpegmdaoﬂmaiwaand
mmofreportsinewqwuntry,hutcanyingonthaﬂgm

Tspeatsl 3009, — 151716 August 1945.

38, #a12-5-DI, 141100 August 1945,




without let-up, you are to keep what we have said in mind 7

In a siziler order, issued at 1620, 11 ingust, the Chief of the
General Staff addedp

¥ eeesein order to preserve the national policy and to

defend our Imperial soil, the Irperis] Army and Ravy shall

by no means return the sword to the scebbard, even though

this should mesn the total annihilation of the zrmed forces

.of the entire nation. e....41]1 units, with the above-mentioned

determination of the Empire in mind, will insure that the

fighting morale is maintained at &1l coste....™0

According to a despatch on 12 August from an nnidantifﬁd originator
(apperently 2 Tokyo Postal Offieisl — whose despstches in the past regarde
ing inmer cirele doings have of'ten been confirmed by other sources), a2
meeting of the Supreme ¥War Council whieh started zt 1500 on the Gth,
~ £inally broke up at 0400 on the 10th (Togo's note to the Four Powers was
55 despateched at 0847). The Army and Navy wers believed to have held cut
for the following pointss

"(1) Fo change in the national structure.

(2) The Imperisl Family sh=1l not be made to besr

responeibility for the war, and the Imperisl -
system shall be maintained,

(3) The (shall not have?) trocps occupy Japan
proper. Sl

Cn 15 fvgust, the following Alnav was gent by the Navy Xinister:

*] respectfully submit & report on the evemts which led
to the Empire's acoeptance of the Potadam Declaration,

39special #55, 12 August 1945.
404 rmy Special J-010-DI.

(. -

Llp 201398 end Speciel #61, both 12 August 1945.
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_that from the standpoint of the Expire's future, the only
was acoept the Potadza Declaration on con-

dition that the structure of the nation be left intact,
de

g

gired to have not even cne

The then told us that he was ready personally to talk
to the Army and Esvy if nscessary., Both I and the Einister
of sed our thanks, At the same time we stated thet
we would issus the orders ourselves™ and would not trouble
him that we would assume the duty

E
§
:
:’
ﬁ

Underscoring supplied, Czbinet resignations were collected
on the 15th, Prince Rarvhiko Higashi-Kmi received an Imperial
commend to form a new Cabinet 16 August, and completed its
farmation the next dsy. The Ravy Minister wes retained,

(GA FULI-H, 17 kugust 1945.)

personally to the Army and Revy &t noon on the 15th,

g | | -
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ef cortrolling and maintaining order within our respective
departments,

These were the events which led to the decision, I there-
fore order that all conocerned be advised of the abows, it
the same time, as the Emperor directed in his radio broead-
cast on this the 15th, meintain order within all units so
astoprevutmmtion'abaingforeedtogobacktothe
wrybeg:!mingofitshistary. .

These =re the Emperor!s wishes, and the Emperor can best be
servadbyobeyﬁ.ngthauo:ﬂm.‘“

4 supplemsntary Alnev sent the next dzy (16 August) repeated the
gbove admonitions to obey the Emperor, and included the following:
®*Since the outbrsak of the conflict all handsg have bent

every effort towsrd =ttaining the goal of the holy war.
In spits of this, however, the fortunes of war were not

'ith M........'...‘Ol‘ﬂs mtr m fmﬂ % eresl our
humilistion and it can only be bo when we 2re convinced
n ﬂt i‘h! m mm..‘...i..
@ Shortly before the Emperor!s broadcast, Japanese Ambassador Tenl in

Kanking sent to Tokyo the following "summary of & telegrem from So Shireiksn
(21lmost certainly the Commender of the China Expeditionary irmy, Genersl
Oksmura) to the Ninister of War and the Chief of Staff®;

"Even if the present prerogstives of the Emperor are
recognized, who will gusrantee this if we disarz and
demobilise?

The limitation of our sovereignty to the home islands
only will reduce us to the time when the race of Yamato was
thirty million people. The existence of seventy million

people sbsolutely requires that we heve Formosza, Korea and
(South Eanehuria?),

4257-3/89-F- | 172307 August 1945; GZ-3489-F-_ _ _ 172307
hugust 1945.
830 307-8- _ 1TITI1 hugust 1945; Speciel £59, 13 August 1945.
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" . Such & disgrace as the surrender of peveral million
troops without fighting is not parsileled in the world's
military history, and it is sbsolutely impossible to
sobeit to the mmoonditional surrender of & million picked

troops, in perfectly healthy ahw, to the Chungking
fercee of defested Chint,cceves
Eowever, et 0500 on the 17th, the sbove commender was reported to have

issned =n order to the Forth China Army to “cease fire". The order
stipuleted that the wnits if attacked might tske appreprizte meagures 47
Eleven hours after the emperor!s broadcast, the Army Genersl Staff
ot Tokyo sext the following messaze to the Sth Flying Division (top Army
air oormand in Formosa):
"You zre to see to it that the air forces ecease positive
action egainst Okinawa, Be sure to transmit this to
Adr Flotilla 29 (top mavel sir command in Formosa).™
™ (Fote: Air Flotilla 29 had scheduled a large-scele attack against the

=4 Okinawe ares for the 16th. This cperation was "suspended® however, three 1

hours before the zbove starrord.ex.)l"é

MSpeeiai #16, 15 August 1945; Dip. Sum. #1238, 15 August 1945,
5p40. sum, #1241, 18 Augnst 1945; F-202057-01, 17 kngust 1945.

&YE. m. £513, 16 mgust 1945.
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An exarple of mmmercus indieations irn Ultra traffic, that certain
w:mtsm_mwmmMsmmmwmnm

or to oomprehend the fact thst Japan has become already a eonquered
nation, is seen in invitations which have been extended since the
gurrender, to “important leedsrs and their families® of the satellite
governments throughout the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, to
take sanctuary in Japan, Great RBast Asis Ministry representatives have
been instructed to "discuss this with the Army officials and teke
apprv?ri.atemm‘.‘v _ ,
Concerned regarding & public display of this atiitude, iinister Kase
aentthefoll.ovizzgtzbnmonl'imgust:
h ®iccording ¢to reports in this country's newspapers, Radio
" Tokyo has on several recent occasions broedcast to fromte
= line troops that the oonclusion of peace was due o 2
shortage of materis]l and failure in the war of sclence,
but that this was only a temporary condition. This news
has ettracted oonsidersble attention in this country and,
perticularly, in kmerica and Britain. For example, the

Daily Reil end Eenchester Guardiesn have carried (unravnn!jh)
Cdim.otocﬁootpooo "

e can pass off these broadcests es an explensztion to the
scldiers at the front and to the gemeral public., However,
et present, when the Imperiel Covermment's every action
hes become the object of world sttemtion, we should be
especizlly circumspect irn public statements made by organs
of opinicn to the outside, In order absolutely to avoid
doing anything to irritate needlessly, we must exsrcise more
rigorous control,™B

A Greeter East Einistry Circulsr om 14 August ordered its repre-
ssnatives to so "guide® szamecitumastcmhl.eth'tormlll-

- &Tpip, sum, #1201, 18 tugust 1945.

483.202067, 17 August 19455 Dip, Sum. £1241, 18 August 1945,
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hardshipilnﬁﬁtmuth.xmﬁlofﬁéhﬁngapmtmtholmg
period of the future® 49

The unrepentant attitude of the leaders who have brought Jepen to
its present straits, even thongh fearing inmternal disorders, is seen in

a Cabinet decision reflected in the following directive of 15 August
regarding "the direstion of &1l public opinion®:

"Domestic publis opinion will be directed in egnch z way as
to spoort the unification of the xhole e and te pre-
pere for the difficulties we will fece (in?) maintaining
" our netional structure. Following are the detallss

A. Emhssis will be placed on the fact that ocur besic
problems &t present are to esrry ocut the Imperiel
¥111, to support our national structure to the very
end, to work towards the unification of publie
sentiment, and with such unification, tc face the

n present unprecedented national celamity as best we
can,

Sinee the nation is facing such a disaster, we mst

e v _the necessity of realirinc that
the people share the responsibility completely; and
we must bow down to cur Emperor, thank Hix, and ex-
press our __+ Yie mst fact any situation in
order that the spirit of our nztional soul may be
carried through safely.

C. Emphasis ghould be put on the fact that, in order to
peet the problems of the future, we must be ready to
bear difficulties grester than war, and push forward
to the of the Empire,

D. It should be stressed that (blanks) the present sit-
uxtion, if countryman were to offend countryman, or
if sconomic, social, or moral disturbances wers to
be censed, it would leed to the destruction of the
nation,

- B. Commmistic and revolutionary social stetements are |
%o be dealt with effectively, ! ;

Acpecisl 68, 14 August 1945. d B

L A
*ondérscoring supplied.
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¥. Since things have turned out as they have, peneral

: enger, grief and critici=a are to be allowed, How-
ever, any theorizing ooncerning opposition to the
Cabinet Dee¢isiocn and contimmation of the war, as
well as stetemsnts upsetting nstionel unity, will be
handled effectively.

Gs Arguments essigning responsibility for the war to the
: Government, the @, or other querters, will be
treated suitably,

H. Any statements recommending direct action, or state-
. menmts full of desperation, will be suitebly eontrolled,*>

The toll of reported suicides of high Jepanese officials has reached
only three”” to date. The first of these was War Minister Korechika |
Anawi, who according to the Tokyo radic, disemboweled himself in the tra-
ditional manner em 1l; August (after the momentous meeting om that dazy,

'Undersenring supplied.

**got ineluding Japanese Minigter Chiba (interned in Turkey),
who shot himself and wife to death more than a week before
the surrender, Ambassador Rurihara anmnounced the motive to
be & determination to return to Japan even %as a disexbodied
Bpirit',sl

Ppa201712, 15 August 1945.

g 20090z, 04 August 1945.
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:hmthempmrmonm). (Fote: ©On 3 mgust, ine
despatch urging surrender, and whbch he implored be shown to the
Supreme Counci} for the Conduct of the War, and reported to the Emperor,
Azbagsador Satec had scored War Pinister Anexi fer his boast two months
earlierthathowulddestroyﬂ:emwyonthesoaandatt.hemfber'a
edge, Satormﬂédthatﬁidentlya'ﬂsoalmlaﬂnn‘msmsﬁm-
graph 4 of the Joint Ultimetum had referred 4o the ™unintelligent mis-
celouletions® of the self-willed militaristic advisers/.)

The next reported suicide, that of LiesutenenteGeneral COkamoto st
Barne, occmrred sbout twelve hours after the Experor's surrender broad-
cast. Inadespatchfothe&:iefofstaﬁ, Okxamoto stated:

e %t this time, eware that the guilt I have incurred in the

’ faulty fulfiliment of the grave responsmibilities once laid
=3 upon me (especizlly es Head of -2 under the Attachd in
Germany and as Liatson Officer, merits an infinitely hezvier
punisheent than 2 single death, in token of apology, I end
ny existencs,

Fith aweful reverenece, I pray for the tranguillity of the
Imperial Household, and beseech my countrymen to set sbout
the task of building & mew Japan with unyielding perseverancs.

(Tt ie now 1600, the 15th of iupnst 1945. T salute my
Imperial Commarder,)®5<
Scme fifteen hours after the Emperor's broadeast, acoording to

‘Tokyo radio, Vice Admirel Takijiro Omishi, Vice Chief of Naval Genmeral

Staff and organizer of the kemikese units, comxitted suicide, In &
message addressed to the "spirits of the Specisl] Attack (kamikase) @inits,
" he said his desth wes an effort "to make atonement to the souls of my

D9 -
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former gubordinates end to their bereaved families®. He urged the
survivors to do their utmost "for the revivel of the Japanese rece
end for world peace®,

A Tokyo despatch of 20 ingust discloses that, after the Emperor's
desision was made, the sbove Vice Admival Onishi gonferred with War
¥inister Anemi and it was arranged between the= that Onishi would obtain
en interview with Prince Tegstsu', &nd inemi with Prince Bakase', to
mlhttbemﬂottmﬁpﬂnmformﬁmaﬁnnoftham. At the
ensuing interviews both afficisls were rebuked; “whereupon - there was no
reccurse but suicide® >

wa_mnmmmmmwdm:muxn-

n cisls, of which there many examples in Jepaness diplometic traffis,

B is a message sent om 11 August by Foreign Einister Togo to Einister Kase
at Berns. Iiﬂutbammmmiedhandn,andhoﬂngthat
mﬁmmberpmms-itmmmmum&adm
with largeescale transactions there), he spparently suddenly remembered
tmtmmmwnmhphadmmﬁseadm“tomm
through improved world opindon, if the Royal Family should make & con-
tribution to the Red Cross. Togo wes also wmcomfortebly aware af the
factthat Dr, Junod (Red Cross) was visiting Jepemese-held territory to

*nidentiried.

mn-zmvs, 20 August 1945, Tokyo=-Taihoku,
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Teport on conditions in prisen camps. Accordingly, on 11 August he
instructed Kase to make a donation of ten million francs from Yokohema

Specieﬁm&sinmtzerland‘inthenmofthelmperialﬁomnt,
for the ordinary activities of the Red Cross”. *In view of the urgency
of the general situztion®, Togo desired that Kase sct *with the grestest
possible speed"”. Togo added: "I am informing Dr. Junod of this donetion
by letter, under date of 7 sugust. Plesse note.*>
The following dey, Toge ordered Einister Morishime st Lisbon to

®convert asmmhaﬁpcaaihbqfthe&epoaitholdingaofmufﬂéeinto
m&yc&ah,nndtqkeallthenwessaqprem‘t;imsineomctionﬁth
its safe keeping® o4 -

- On 15 fugust, Kase informed Tokyo thet he had thst evening received

- from the Swiss Foreign Ministry & note from the American Govermmemt, ¥he
note, as transmitted by Kase, ordered the Japanese Government to immede
iately instruct its diplometle and consular officez in neutrzl countries
to surrender custody of 211 property and archives to representatives of :
Allied Powers,"?

The following day Togo advised his representetives in Sweden, Swits-
erland, Portugal, Eire and Afghanisten as follows:

®Inasmoch 28 this demand is not covered by amy of the
stipulations of the Potsdam Declarztion which we have

535-201390, 11 August 1945.

Shoneciel #53, 12 ragust 1945.

55pip, sum. #1239, 16 iugust 1945; Special #88, 89, 15 August 1945;
#93, %, 16 sugust; §102, 17 August #90, 15 August; #114, 19 August.




accepted, the Imperial Government cammot agree te
this demand of the United States Govezmetrh......'sé

In & reply on the 17th, Horishima st Lisbon suggested that the
"best course, under the circumstances, would be either to give 4in to the
American demand or to inform them that we should 1like to discuss the
question sgein after the Al1ied Army Commander srrives in Jepen®.”! fHe
was overruled, however, on 19 iugust, by Shigemitsu (who had returned as
Foreign Minister, in the new Cebinet). Shigemitsu thought it "absalubelyl

neeessary in view of the general situstion to carry out promptly the

legitimate demands of the Four Powers and {o oppose their unreasonzble
demande by giving detailed explanations, and, by meking our position
elear, to solicit their remsideration.'ss

Meanwhile, Okamoto in Stockholm, thought "it would be foolish to
2llow the 1,500,000 yen (in his eccount) to pess into enemy hands", He
rtherefore, decided after careful consideration, to place 300,000 of this
emount in safekeeping® in the form of advance allowances to 20 of his
staff mechbers, He doubted whether there would be any wey of hiding the
balance and feared that ultimstely he would be obliged to surrender it,”?

56special #34, 15 August 1945; Special #110. -
7Tspecial £101, 17 August 1945; E=-201492.

P Special §113, 19 ingust 1945.
*’3pecial #105, 17 iugust 1945; Dip. Sum. F1242, 19 Angust 1945.




| kremen /E115,00057.)

(The Faval Attachd there had withdrewn his accound of half e million

A later despatch from Kese et Berns (18 Angust), indicates that he
had withdrewn what he could end "divided the funds up and entrusted them

to office chiefs end officials”, He sdded, however, that "if the other
side should really start from false conjectures and bring pressure upon
u,zmitmbemmmatmummmchw.& | |
On 10 August Eojiro Kitamurs, Yokohama Specie Bank representative
in Switzerlend, withdrew 5,000,000 Swiss francs (approximstely $1,150,000)
from & safe deposit bax of the Banque Hastionale Suisse and sealed the money
in & sultcase; he arrenged to have the beg turned over “to & Swiss citisen
on the fzculty of the University of Basel®, who, %as soon £s5 the situatiom
settles down®, was to transfer the money “to the Legation safe" in Bernme.
(Dip. Sum., £1242).
On 18 August the Foreign Gffice ordered diplometic representatives
in Thailend and Indo-China to trensfer title of certain military supplies
and foodstuffs to privete organizetions, Other items (which had been
bought locally with military seript) were to be sold. "Purthermore, since
we are afraid the enemy may decide to confisceste the factories, ete., under

Army administration, we would like you to take steps in order to transfer

the title to as much equipment a&s possible from the Army Administration to
Andustrial firms doing business of & civilian nature end emtirely apart

from military. leabeex@mmlycirmspactinymrhendlingofthen

®spectal £115, 18 Augast 1945.
w B
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tmuctioﬁsinarderthattbemuwrﬂlmtbe eble st some later dete
to call them into question,"Sd

4 Jepenese Alnsy of 16 August (the Army and GEA ¥dnistry were to
issue a similar order), provided thet:

®is the intentionsl destruction of estsblishments, equipment,
ete,, and the seuttling of ships, will have a tremendous
inflvence on future payment of indemnities, 1t is requested
that unless specially ordered such actions be strietly
avoided, 62

The following expeptions "specisally ordered®™ have been noted:

A11 ¥avel Schools:
%A1l pepers relating to prisoner _ _ and interrogation
(particularly those such es the ones published in December
1944 which refer to interrogation of American pilot prisopers),
end confiscsted , together with this despatch are to be
immediately and positively dispond of in & manner that will
ﬂ offer the ensmy no pretext,*63

=3 Base Force #ll:
'Dispose.ﬁibybming)ofmterialtakemfmnm—dmanwﬂr-
craft,

Tenth Arez Fleet:

"Expedite making complete disposal of the following equipment
8o a8 to leave no traces:

Type~l fighter bomber

Type=3 (torpedo) war-head

Ea.rk-z, Nodel 2 Radar,"65

€lspecial £112, 18 August 1945; rm—lméak-n‘xsc-m,-xugust.
62Prupac-16021.6-m, Akugust,
6 prupac-170920-Disc, iugust,
Elpruef-170440-Dise, August.

650z#3564-5- '190608-Dise, August. .
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Base Force #£23:
*Burn &ll 6 radio transmittere-receiver aet.s."a’

Bape Force #& SSouth Sumatra)s

"Immediately destroy in sueh 2 marmer thet nothing remsing...:
Type-1 bord primer
?ype-3 radar (JEGD?)67

Sgsnore Base Force: 68
"Equipment znd stores as yet not disposed cf...."

The previoualy mentioned mentel attitude of certain Japanese offi-
cials, which permits them to ignore the eold fact of what is virtually
unconditional surrender and 4o look on the presar;t negotiations as merely
preparztory to the signing of a treaty is seen further in a2 eirenlar
directive issued on 19 August, in which Arbassador Tani at Ranking refers

to certain ®Japanese nationals who are not awsre of the circumstences,...

%ﬂ and are obssssed with the hallueinztion that they are zbout to be driven
out" (of China); Tani direets that they be assured that ™their safety
will be protected by the Japanese roms'.69

An "Imperial Mandate®™ of 17 August states:
*In & situation such as the present cessation of hostilities,
the ending of fighting and the surrender of arms to the
enemy by an order from the highest authority in our land
., will no doubt raise problems in the field of International
66prupac-180644-Dise, August 1945. ‘
67prupac-191448-Dise, Angust 1945,
68prmef-181959-182003-Dise, August 1945,
PS 695-202267, 19 August 1945.
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law, but Japan for its part, regardiess of how the
enemy may handle the problem, will not
regerd (our soldiers) es nr:launers........'

From Stockbolm, Kinister Okamoto on 12 August sent the following
interesting message: |

*In exmmining the recent gituation, one finds a strong
tendency on the part of both the Soviet Union 2nd China

to &vail themselves of the Empire's distress to essume

& very bitter attitude, The attitude of the Soviet TUnion
is particularly dangerous. For our part, I think we have no
choice for the future btut tc swallow our resentment and make
use of England and the United States, especially the United
-States, mmmmu_mmm

job ocnnectad with Japan are worth moticing,)*™ to held China
in check and obstruct the Soviet Union, dewvoting ourselves
at the same time to the speedy cessation of hostiiities end
the conclusicn of a treaty of peace.

Speech and behavior in Tokyo which ig likely to irritate i

™ the British and Americans should be avoided just now. For |
- example, the enemy has been violently eroused by Tokyo
= reports claiwing that Japan hes been defeated only tempor-

arily, or that Japan is Pfmorally' undefeated and will fight
again for Greater East Asia, Uoreover, aznd I eay this with
the greztest trepidation, even the Imperisl Rescript included
e good deal of reproach, and this seems to have aroused in
British and American opinion, a peassioneste demend that the
people of Japan be made to feel in their hearts the fact of
defeat.

I reslize that public statements just now must be made with ‘
en eye to the problem of domestiic tranquillity, but I think
it vitally important that full and prudent consideration be
given to repercussions in the cutside world,"71

7 Jep. Army Special J-020-DI, 21 higust 1945; GZA3697-Be
211618 August 1945,

Tg-202118, 18 August 195,

*Bnderaom:;g supplied,




On the same day, the Neval Attaché at Stocitholm sent & messsge of

the same temor os the ebove, to the Navy Viee Minister and Viece Chief,
sgvalcepm;statf.m -

ﬁajésﬁice.l]j";.lai":_f and unmoved by this atﬁnsphere of desolation,
however, the Tokyo Burean of Supplies and Accounts on the seme day issued
sn Alnav as follows: |

miilitary equipment which is destroyed through emergency

measures elong with the ending of the war, must be accounted

> for on (the proper)expenditure forms,*

(Fote: Presumsbly the ususl mumber of coples will be required,)74

o

7262$3657-5-DI, August 1945.
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;}Ehe._;;ctiqn of the desrics Mintetes 5 Mchecisten {Oorelins
Engert) is reported by Jepanese Einister Shichida as $allowss

At 1700 on the 1ith, I wext to see the American Minister,

The ¥dnister said, "As cme American who cherishes the kind-

liest feelines towsrds Jepen,’ 1 &z truly sorry to meet

you on this dzy of your trouble, Allow me to express (my
sympethy?). If there is anything you wish, please lei me
mow,?

I replied, 'T have had no instruetions from my govermment,

™ 80 I heve ezlled todzy simply to hear what you may have to
- say to me.!

The Minister said, !'I expect to return home on the 17th.

I imagine that it will be necessary for you to get in touch
with us after that on metters comnected with your Legation,

so I must inmtroduce you to the man who will be Acting Kinister,!

Saying this, he called &n & man who seened to be Second Sec-
retary, introduced him, and had hizm join our conversatiom.

He then said, !There is one thing more. I have had orders
from ¥ashington instructing me to ask the Afghen Govermment
to stop payment on your Legation's bank deposits, and I feel,
personally, thet I should pot wish to cerry these instructions
out without letting you know.'® .

*;ndmooring supplied,
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I asked, 'Would this probibition result in maldng 4t

imposzible to pzy money even to {the Afghans?)’,

The Hinister seid, 'T cammot state definitely that the

measure will be interpreted es prohibiting (three groups

rissing) outside the country,!

I said, 'A considerable suz in Swiss currengy has just

now arrived at the bank, in my name,” to be unsed for pey-

ments to the Postal Department. This settlement must be

made without delay,!

'In that case', the Minister said, 7T shall make mv repre- |

sentations to the Afphan emthorities efter this payment has :

been completed, t*¥ '

I then asked whether he had received =ny orders from Wash- ]

ington zbout &he positiom of our Legatiom, :

He replied, 'Thet will be settled by the surrender terms. 1

Kothing is being said just now,! . |
@ I thanked him for the eonfidential information he had given ' |
& me end took my leave,® (H-202837) |

* }
This hed been sent by Minister Kase at Berne in his afore-~ i
mentioned efforts to evade the Allled demand,

-
Underscoring supplied.
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It seems clear from the foregoing that although, as Sato puts
it, Japm'hubeendzigadhth‘tire', certain of her political

leaders, stubbornly perzisting in their efforts to split the technical
hair which separates the terms of the Potsdam Declaration from ™uncon-

ditions) surrender”, have crested in their minds the fiction thet this
iz just enother treaty (differing from former ones only in thst the
Their success in creating

terms of this one may have to be honored),
this state of mind is reflected by the fact thet while the world waited
20} hours for an "immediate reply™ to the Four Powers' note, they fole
lowed their devious custom (frequently solel S Hbete nepoidmtions w ik
Ruesis) not only of pelpeble falsshood (regerding time of receipt of the
@ note) but of using the device of injecting et the lest moment & new ele-
ment that might influence the bargain «= in this case, while we waited

they presented us with a perempiory demand for Awa Meru indemmities
totalling 227,370,000 Yen, and punishment of ocur naval officers.

With regard to leaders of the Army &nd Favy, there secems little
doubt that many of the former and some of the lztter, though kmowing

that the war was lost, would heve followed blindly the code which (as
one of ther said) "required them to die for the Experor bui not to live

It is likewise probeble that others who voiced egually vehememt

for hin*,
protests against eapitulstion, did so merely to sati=fy their professional

pride. " In either case, the persistent refusal to egree to acceptance of
the Potsdan Declaration relieved them of the burden of responsibility for

) | A
i e
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= the deeixion to end the wer, As the Favy Minister significanmtly, if
reverently, pointed out, the decision wes the Emperor's —- "His, and
only His®,

With regard to responsibility for losing the war, the people have
been told that they are to share this burden smongst themselves. Whether
their already bowed shoulders are strong enough or willing enough to
assume this burden is not yet known, even to Japan'e leaders,

¥hen en 15 ingust the Emperor, deigning to address his subjects in
perscn, gave divine utterance to the fallacy that Japar entersd the war
for the nitimate "welfare of 2ll nations™ but had been chliged to end
1% becsuse the rest of the world had turned svilly against her and were
bent on her extinetion, he planted in the fertile soil cof preconditioned

0 minds a seed that will take déep root,

In the guileless minds of millions, it will grow because of sizple
faith, In the minds of the guilty, it will flourish because it will be
mzlymednm'toumage,irmtamaoienee,anm-eon-
suming pride that has been ontraged by the Americans' devilish cuming
and materisl rescurces, which have deprived the "Divine Land™ of its
rightful victory.

In the case of the former, the seed will grow unless &nd until crowded
&tbytbegeuﬂmtianofbalthicrseud:whichmybephﬂeddmgfho
forthooming period of ocoupation; and in the latter, it will not cnly grow
l’:utﬂm:rishunle'asnndtmtﬂcutdmbypeblicmguﬂttrials.

If allowed to eontimue to grow in either case, it can be expected never

h to bear other than bitter fruit, however long that mey take to ripen.

-”-




APPERDIX A

(washington Post, 9 Angust - U.P. text of the Moscow redio
announcement of the Russian declarstion of war on Japen)s

On Avgust &, Foreign Commisser to the USSR Comrzde Melotov
received Jepanese Anbassador Sate and in the name of the Sovist
government made to him the following statement for traznemission to
the government of Japan:

After the roul and espitulation of Hitlerits Germeny, Jepen re-
md.nedtheanlygmatponrthiuh still stands for contimsation of war,

. The demand of the three powers, United Stetes, Creszt Britein and
Chine, of July 26 this year for uneonditionel surrender of the Japanese
armed forces was rejected by Japan. Thus, the propossl made by the
Japanese government to the Soviet Union for mediation in the Par Bast
war hes lost all foundation,

Teking into ascownt Japan's refusal to cepitulate, the Allies ap-
proached the Soviet govermment with a propeosal to join in the war zgainst
Jepanese aggression and thue shorten the period until the finish of war
to decreaaethammberafcamalmsandcontrﬂmhatoﬁmwemst

speecy restorastion of peace.

True to its obligation as =n 2lly, the Soviet government aceepted
the proposal of the Allies and has joined the declarstion of i1lied powers:
of July 26 this year,

The Soviet government considers this policy of hers is the only means
capable of bringing nesrer peace, to deprive the peoples of further
sacrifices and sufferings, and give the Japznese people the opportumity
to rid themselves of those dangers of destruction suffered by Germany
after her refusal to ececept unconditional surrender,

In view of the sbove stated, the Soviet government declares as from

tomorrow = that is, ngust 9 =~ the Soviet Union will econsider herself
in 2 state of war againet Jepam,

i "o




APPENDIX B

POTSDAM DECLARATIOE 0‘!"26 JULY 1945.
(Tutuappearinginﬂanhingtonhat,ﬂm:)

*1, TWe, the President of the TUnited States, tne President of the
mmmpmtdmwormmmmmmrd
Creat Britain, representing the windreds of millions of our countrymen,
l;a;atgnrmad and egreed thst Jepan shall be given the opportunity to

8 war, ' ;

~ w2, The prodigious lend, se2 end sir forces of the United States,
the British Frpire and China, meny times reinforced by their ermies and
zir fleets from the west, are poised to strike the finel blow at Japan,
This military power is sustained end inspired by the determinetion of
g1l Allied nations to prosecute the wer against Japan until she ceases
to reaist, '

®3, The result of the futile end senseless German reistance to the
) ﬂ mightoftbearauaedfreepooples of the world stends forth in ewful
2 clerity as an example to the people cf J=pen. ’

“Themightthu‘tmmrgesonimisimmnrahhgreaterthm
that which, when applied to the resisting Nssis, necessarily leid waste
to the land, the industry &nd the method of life of the whole Germen people.

*The full application of our zilitary pover, backed by our resolve,
will (xmderscored) mean ihe ineviteble end corplete cestruction of the
Japenese armed forces and just &s inevitsbly the utter devaststion of the
Japaness homelend,

"/, The %ime bas come for Japan to decide whether she will contimze
to be controlled by these self-willed militaristic advisers whose unine
telligent celculations have bronght the empire of Japan to the threshold
of annihilationm, orthetharsherﬂ.lfullmthepathof reascn.

n5, The following are our terme; We will not deviate from them:
there are no alternatives: we ghel1 brook no delay.

f 6. There must be eliminated for all times the authority and influ-
ence of those who have deceived end misled the people of Japan imio
embarking on world conquest, for we insist that a new order of peace,
security and justice will be impossible umtil {rresponsible militarism -
is driven from the world, :
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*7. Until such 2 new order is established =nd until there is
convineing proof that Japan's war-making power is destroyed, points
in Japanese territory to be dezignated by the Allies shall be oe=
cupied to secure the achievement of the basis objectives we are here
setting forth,

*8. The terms of the Caiio deeleration shell be carried out and
Japanese sovereignty shall be limited to the islends of Eonshm, Hokkeids,
Kyusim, Shikoin and such minor islends as we determine, _

*3. Japenese militery forces after being completely disarmed shall
be permitted to return to their homes with the opportunity to lead peace-
ful and productive lives.

¥10, We do not intend thet the Jzpanese shall be enzlaved as 2
race or destroyed as & nation, but stern justice shelil be meted out te
gll war criminals inelnding those who have visited cruelties upon cur
prisoners.

*The Jepanese government shall remove all obstacles to the revival
and strengthening of democratic tendencies =mong the Japanese people.
Freedom of speech and religion and of thought, as well as respect for
the fundamental human rights, shell be establighed,

ﬁ 11, Japen shall be permitted to maintain such industries ess will
<o sustain her economy and permit the payment of Jjust reparatiom in kind,
butmtthoseindustri_esthichtﬂlenablehertoumfcrm.

*To this end acoess to, as distinguished frox control of rav ma-
terials shall be permitted. Eventual Japanese perticipation in world
trade relations shall be permitted.

Assurences Demended

"12. The occupying forces cf the Allies shall be withdrawn from Japan
ag soon &8 these objectives have been accomplighed and there has been es-
~tehlished in sccordance with the freely expressed will of the Japanese
people 2 peacefully inclined and responsible government.

"13, ¥e call upon the govermment of Japan to procleim now the uncon-
ditionel surrender of all Japznese srmed forces and to provide proper and
adequate assuremoes of their good faith in such action. The alternative
for Japen if rro=mpt end utter destruetion.®




=iy

AFPENDIX C
Your Power Reply To Japanese Surrender gr_oggsal

(As given in Special §45 and #46, both 11 August)

G
tbetmu!fhe?otadn?melmtianbutmbainingthemmt
-tiththamderstandingthattheaaiddeclmtiondoesmtmnpﬁ.u
eny demand which prejudices the prercgatives of His ¥=jesty &s &
sovereign ruller — our position is as follows: From the momemt of
Mthemthorityofthe:apanesecovemmenttomlethestata
shall be mbjecttothe&:prmﬂomn&arcftheﬂlied?omtho
viﬂtabomchsbepsubadmspmpertoeffectuatethemmnﬁer
ternms.

Thempuurﬁllberoquiradtomthcmeandenmthsaigmhm
by the Govermment of Japan and the Japanese Imperizl General Headguarters
of the surrender terms necessary to carry out the provisions of the
Potsdam Decleration end shall issue his commands to the Japanese rilitery,
Favel, and Air Authorities and to all the forces under their control
mmlmtadtommivaopmﬁonsandto surrender their arms
andtoismmchothuordmastheSuprmComndermynquinto
give effect to the surrender ierms.

Wmnmmm:mnmmm
portprimotma:ﬂaiﬁli&ninumecstophoaaofntetyu
direct.ed'hmthsycmqulcklybeplacedaboardmiedtrmspurts.

Theultintefmotgovemontorhpansballinaemrdmdth
the Potsdam Declaration be established by the freely expressed will of

the Japanese people.

memromsortheuliedmﬁllremininJanuntﬂtha
purposes set forth in the Potsdem Declerstion are echieved."”




APPERDIX D

EFFECYTS OF THE ATONIC BGIS

mnmmm‘:mmmofnngma'rmmmu
thclepamuhﬂlntadm&sinsdtserlmmmthefonuing

amountartheatoniobonbattackonmmshims (There was no indi-

cati.on in the message that it was sent for propeganda purposes.)

1.

3.

L.

'boortmeM'aminstahighalutudeanddrapped
nezr the center of the city three of what eppeared to be
bombs zttached to parschmtes, Since all three were of
identical strucsture, it is supposed thet two of them were
concerned with detoneting appmtus. The boxb exploded at
zn gltitnde of 500 meters.

:The whole elty was illuminated by 2 yellowish light and
pecple on the ground became zware of & great heat in the
etmosphere, At the szme time residentiel bufldings eollapsed
and subsequently cmught on fire, Pine trees were split end
some straw roofs were set on fire simmltanecusly with the
explosion, but, since most of the fires occurred several
dozen mimmtes after the explosion, we believe the fires were
&lso due to carelessmess in the demolished buildings,

Effects of the bomb blast: Within 500 meters, human intestines
were laid bare and eyeballs pulled out, end even at 2,000 meters
there were deaths from the bomd concussiony but people in long
reinforced trenches were safe, ¥ithin two kilometers, bodies
were stark naked, there were deaths from burns, and wooden con-
structions within four kilometers were half-destroyed.

Effects of the thermic reys: Almost everyone within four kilo-
meters suffered burns, but even at seven kilometers alight
burns were received, The me jority of these occurred only on
thesidethichmmoaedtotheﬂuhortheupluion(wﬂ
misging) in the perts exposed to the high radiation temperaturs,
ﬁ:eeﬁectonwgetationmmmparabletothatonh:mbeingl
Ewnataemﬁlomters,partsofthebranchumdluveahan
'lithered.
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5. Thers is practically no defense naasure."

-

An Arzy intellicence messape of 9 August stated that

"It is necessary that ghelter trenches be covered. Under-
ground rooms are suiteble, There were compearztively few
shelters destroyed. Thos=e in shelters two kilometers
from the cernter were not (seriously injured).® "40% of
the people of Hiroshima are dead or wounded,®

References: —a
H=200710; GZ#3281« _ =142136 August 1945; Special #27,
£32, #,2 end #72; FE. Sum. #507, #508, #509 and #512.




