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U. S. Nava l HFDf Station 

L~mouth Gu l f, Austr~ l in 

( 
® 

In a 14 April 1943 memorandum originated by RE A. Novak, USN, nt the Naval 

W/T Station, Moorabbin, and sen t to LCDR Lietwilcr, lt was reported that four men 

and the equipment for Exmouth Bay were ready for transfer at any time. 

On 20 April, LCDR R. J. Fabian, US~ , assigned t o t he .'Fleet Radio Unit, Melbourne, 

forwarded a memorandum to the Commander, SEVENTH Fleet stating t ha t the Au s tralian 

Navy had An HFDF a~ation at Fre~mantle . and that the establishment of a direction 

finder At Exmouth Gulf would provide additional coverage of the Indian Ocean-China 

Sea area as well as serve to furnish fixes with bearings from Darwin and/or Free-

mantle. The direction finder equipment planned for Exmouth Gulf was a portable 

HFDF unit which was being used for training purposes at Moorabbin. Bearings from 

the station could be forwarded from Exmouth Gulf to Frcemantle via an existing 

landline and then by teletypewriter to Melbourne. On 24 April, CO~SEYENTHFLT 

responded by requesting more informatioa_ regarding the proposed station, since 

apparently COHSEVENTIIFLT had Uttle information other than the request for the 

transfer of the fou~ men. 

On 27 April , the Officer in Charge, 'Fleet Radio Un it, SEVENTH Fleet, forwarded 

a letter to the Corranande r, Task Force SEVENTY-ONE r egarding the F.xmouth Gulf station. 

In accordance with cmtSEVENTl!Fl.T' s 2205272 APR 43, orders had been requested for the 

transfer of f our men from FR.U7THFLT to Exmouth Gulf for temporary duty. Equipment 

for the station would be shipped from Ne l bourne. Accor.roodations and personne l 

support would be provided by CTF 71 while opcratlons would be c ontrolled by FRU7THFLT . 

. In another 27 April l etter, FRU7THF LT stated that t he tecporary address for t he 

Exmouth Gulf station would be: 

Conununication!l Officer 
Staff, CoiT1lronder Task Force SEVF.NTY - ONE 
Perth, Weste r n Aust r-alia 
(For Chief Radiom3n C. F. Jarrett) 
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in CO:-!SEV.ENTHFLT's letter of 24 April. The totnl strength o_f t he Exmouth Gulf 

station would be four enlisted pers onne l. Messing and berthing facilities were 

available at Exmouth Gulf; therefore no construction wou ld be rcqul rcd to establish 

the atation with the possible exception of having to pour four conc rete "deadmen" 

to anchor the direction finder tower. Personnel and equipment assigned to Exmouth 

Gulf could be ready to move to another location within approximately four days if 

required. Personnel assigned to the station would be under t he administrative and 

disciplinary control of CTF 71 but under the operational control of FRU7THFLT. 

Bearings from ·the station would be forwarded to M~ lbourne for plotting and forwarding 
', 

to other atations and commands, as required. 

Notes dated 5 May from FRU7THFLT to RMC Jarrett instructed him to report to CTF 

71 and FRU7THFLT upon his arriva l in Perth. When the station was operational, DFC-15 

and SC-1 were to be used for general communications containing classified information 

and CSP-942B for transmitting bearings. "Authoriznt i0n was requested on 7 Moy for 

the station to use CTF 7_l's callsign. On 17 Nny, the CTF 71 Force Communication 

Officer forwarded a memorandu~ to the Co~nication Officer , Submarine Squadron StX, 

outlining the communications procedures which had been approved by CTF 71 for the 

Exmouth Gulf station. Perhaps SUBRON S~X was to be the entry and delivery point 

for the Exmouth Gulf ' station's communicat ions. 

The first indication that personnel for the Exmouth Gulf station had arrived on 

site is contained in a 24 May l e t ter from RHC C. F . .Jarrett to LCDR Lietwiler . RMC 

Jarrett requested ·copies of Japanese operating signn ls, r ad i.o c n ll ~ , and frequ t~ncy 

designators, as well as a clock , a portable frequency me ter, and a radio receiver for 

search. lt wa s reported the~e wer e no facilities for equipment repair sinc e t he re 

was no radio station at their location. Proper storage and destruction facili.tiea 

were availnble for classified ~~teria l. A demolition cha rge had been planted under 

the Model DT direction f inder for eme r gency destruction in the e vent of an invas i on 

nttempt. Since their arriva l, two r.c:pa r ate flights of Jap.1nese a ircraft had flown 
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over the base. The first was on 21 Mcy at 2300 local during whlch no bombs were 

dropped; apparently a reconnaissance fltght. llowcvcr, on 22 M.<ly about about 2300 

local, a small force of enemy aircraft dropped nine bombs from hlgh altitude; all 

landing in the oea about 600 years north of the b'ase with no damage. The return 

address listed on the letter was Mobile Advance Rase, U. S. Navy D81, FPO San 

Francisco. 

On 25 May, RMC Jarrett forwarded a more comprehensive report. The personnel had 
·.: 

arrived at the Mobile Advance Base, Navy 081, on 16 Hay and spent three days conduct-

. 
ing field tests to identify the best possible site for the direction finder. Con- . 

struction of the direction finder site was begun on 19 ~~y and' was completed on 21 

May. Calibration of the direction finder was begun on 24 May. Receiving conditions 

were reported as excellent with the station able to intercept communications from 

areas which were unheard at Moorabbin and Adelaide River. It was expected that the 

station would be in cormnission by mid-June. 

On 25 May, OP-20GX forwarded a memo randum to OP- 20GF giving the coordinates for 

t he U. S. Navy D/F Station·, Exmouth Gulf,.. as 22° 11' 41" South 114° 04' 04" East 

(s'ee Appendix A) . The fltation was using a Model DT HFDF unit and had been estab·-

lished to improve coverag e of the ~etherlands East lndies area. On 28 Hay, the Vice , 

Chief of Naval Operations (OP- 20G) informed t he British Admiralty of t he establish-

ment and coordinates of the Exmouth Gulf station and that the station designator ''X" 

had been assigned . This is the only tlme the designator "X" was associated with the 

stat ion. 

On 10 June, RMC Jarrett reported th3 t a limltcd calibration of the Model DT HFDF 

unit hed been completed on 1 June and the first bearings from the unit were forr..Jarded 

t he same day. The stntlon hod been given a 40-foot Quonse t hut for us e a livlng 

qu.Jrters, off!.ce, and DF control r oom. A tel ephone line connected the con trol room 

with the Model DT !!FDF s i. te . It ~as su2ces ted th~t t he ideal wa tch pos ture for the 

000 4 
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hours or more of coverage per day. As it \.•as, all hands were wo r king every day, 

etandlns direction finder watches, and scon:hing as possible during off-duty time. 

The station was informed on 1 July that it was to continue coverage of the Nether-

lands East Indies area. There would be no incrcnsc in personnel. Therefore, it would 

be necessary to arrsnge the wntch schedule to cover the most active period8 and 

schedule rest and recreRtion during the least active peri~ds. tt was also stated 

that the station was intended solely as a direction finder station; not a8 an inter-

cept or search station. 

On 19 July, a conference was held to discuss the exchange of technical intercept 

information between the U. S. Navy and the Central Bureau (Australia). One decision 

was that HFDF bearings from the Exmouth Gulf station would be made available to the 

RAAF locally for forwarding to the 51st Australian W/T Section wh-ich would, in turn, 

forward them to the U. S. Naval Supplementary Radio Station, Adelaide River, which 

would, in turn, forward them to the Fleet Radio Unit, Melbourne. In addition, the 

l!. S. Naval HFDF Station, Exmouth Gulf, would be available to take bearings as 

directed by the 51st W/T Section through - the RAAF at Onslow when not committed to 

other duties by the U. S. Navy. 

On 23 July, RHC Jarrett forwarded another Ltformal letter regarding the station. 
I 

Coverage of the NEr area was being continued hut activity in the area appeared to have 

declined s_lnce a 1 .July calls ign cha nge. A telephone connection h::td been established 

with the Australian Army Signa l Corps elimin-ating the need to hand-carry messages 

to their office. Hearing reports were now telephoned directly to Yannery, a relay 

station 55 miles south~nst, eliminating one relay and over an hour in transmlsuion 

tlme. Work was underwny to exp.!! nd the original !IFOF slte clearing from 150 feet to 

600 feet. Life at the station was cons idered rather confined and routine. Recreetion 

consisted of movies, k3ngaroo hunting, fishing, and one bottle of beer per day. 

Laundry fncilities we re non-exis tnnt ~ o clothlnp, w11 s W<Hlhed in buckets. ShoiJera were 

located in the open . The uni fo rm of t he doy , ut the time, was dl.!ngarec shorts , shoes , 

r- .. 
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and sun helmet dur ing t he day and as much clothing as possible at night since it got 

rathe r cold •. Personnel assigned to the base itself were mostly composed of men sent 

there f or rehabilita t ion purposes. The normal tour of duty for base personnel was 

four to six months vith one t en- day leave period in Perth. The watch schedule for 

the station was tvo six-hour watches and one four-hou r midwatch between 1400 and · 

0800 t he following morning. TI1e base was nicknamed "POTSHOT" . 

On 4 August , another c onference \.las he ld between U. S. Navy, Australian Army, 
. , 

RAN and RAAF officials· t o arrange for the transm~ssion of certain radio in te rcept 

information receive~ in the Exmouth Guif area and requi red by t he Eastern Fleet and 

the 51st Australian Specia l \Hreless Section. It was agreed t hat the U. S. Navy 

\./ould provide the I!FDF facilities and arrange for t he cod ing of the information and 

that RAAF communications facilities would be used to transmit t he information to 

Darwin and Perth. 

Also on 4 Augu s t, RMC Jarrett reported tha t it had been necessary to establish 

sentries in the vicinity o f the direct ion finder due to unidentified lights having 

been observed on several occasions i n th~ area. A machine gun had also been issued 

to the stat ion f or use by the direction finder operator on duty . 
•. 

On 20 August, FRU7TI!FLT forwarded a memorandum t o t he Exmouth Gulf station on 
I 

t he subject o f a revised plan of operations to implement the decisions made at the 

4 August conference. 

) The station 

would also carry out di r ectives received fr om t he 51st W/T Section on a not-to-

i nterfere basis with the pr im.:try mlsslon. On l September, R~C Jarr-et t reported tha t 

t he s ta tion was r e.:tdy to implement the ne..., procedures as soon as t he cryptographic 
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On 24 September, rt FRUNEL letter to the Exmouth Gulf station reported that it 

was considered that tbe number of be.:~rings belng re ported by t he station was not 

nearly wha~ had been expected of a station loc ate~ in the area. It was particularly 

noted that both the Model DT HFDF receiver and an HRO receiver were available for 

search, To preclude ony question of the stRtion's purpos_c and coverage, t he station 

was ordered to search all frequency bands and make reports on all bearings taken 

on enemy tranomissions, regardle ss of the sector of the bearing. On 3 October, RMC 

Jarrett responded that an attempt would be made .to increase the number of bearings 

reported by the station. The watch schedule had been revised to provide 16 hours of 

coverage from 1600-0800 as soon as the station returned to full strength. A man 

would work ·four hours on the Model DT HFDF unit to be followed by another four hours 

on the HRO search receiver. Encoding and 8ecoding would be handled by one of the men 

who was not on watch whtch would mean each man working 12-16 hours per day, each day . 

Reception of stations in the NEr, China and the Empire areas was generally good but 

stations in the Solomons and Ma ndates areas were normally weak. Reception of small 

radio stations, such as lookouts, in the NEI area was not as had been expected; perhaps 

due to low po·,..,er operation or utiliz.atio.n of lol.l.'er frequencies . The station inter-

cepted transmissions in the 3-18 mHz range with the bulk being i n the 4-5 mHz range . 

The shift to RAAF communicati.ons had taken place on l October. and had been some..,hat 

snar led due to the RAAF at Dar..,in not [o llo..,lng procedures . Steps had been t aken to 

clear things up. R~IC Jarrett also informed FRUHEL that a Navy communication ur. it had 

been established at the base which m3intnlned constant communications with Danoiin, 

Perth, and Bclconncn. These facilities were availAble to t he HFDF station at all time5 

000 1 
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On 9 October, the Exmouth Gulf station Wil!'l informed ·chat CSP w~2 was to be 

augmented by CSP 943 (A) through (L) which would replace the numeral table on a 

15-day changing basis. The date of implementation was yet to be published. 

In a note extracted from 8 15 Scplcmbcr FRUHEL Newsletter, it was atnted that 

the British Admiralty was shipping a Model DT HFDF unit for in~tallation at Exmouth 

Gulf which would be under the direction control of the Commander in Chief, Eastern 

Fleet. Since bearings from this unit would also be available to FRU~EL , it was 

suggested that it might then be possible to disestablish the U, S, Navy direction 

finder station and use the equipment in New Guinea. 
-, 

On or about 20 October, RMC Jarrett was relieved as Radioman in Charge by RNC 

C. H. Jackson, Jr. In his first report, RHC Jackson reported he had arri:ved on 

station on 16 October and had spent at least the next two days ·touring the base and 

meeting with LT Quesada, Commanding Officer, Mobile Advance Base , Navy ~81; WO Johnson, 

RAAF, who was assigned to the local R~F Signals Unit; and personnel of the local 

Australian Army Signals Unit. Reliefs for RX2 r.. r. llo1.1er end RM2 C. A. Ross 1.1ere 

urgently requested . RMC .Jackson reported that recreation facilities were limited to 

hunting, fishing, swimming a nd baseball. Movies 1.1ere sho•..,rn two or three nights a week 

but the station's night watches made it often advisable not to attend them as sleep 

was difficult to get. The Advance Rase hnd the policy of p~rmltting a short leave 

period in Perth every three or four months; apparently t he station personnel were not 

getting leave. It was r~ported that duty at- the i\dvance Base was something of a 

punishment t ou r since all of the "foul-ups" from SU!3R0)1 SIX and Freemantle were 

assigned there. This being the c:lsc, it appeared th:tt the IIFDF personnel ucre getting 

some rugged duty. The base doctor had apparently been thinkin3 for some t ime of 

requesting RMC Jarrett's r e lief due to overwork. Station personnel were forced to 

stand their wa tche s during the evening and nl ght -tlmc hours, when it was c oo l, and 

were putting Ln ten to twelve hours Cl day, everyday. Most sleep had to be obtained 

during the day when it 1.1115 hot anrl whi.ch was tht· tir.ll! t hr.t most recreational ol5bvf3tle s 
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in five to catch up on sleep as well as persona l activities such as laundry. It was 

hoped t ha t t he station could mAintain an average o f 30 to 40 bearings per day if 

everyone could stay off th e sick l ist . 

On 29 October, RJ.'1C J ackson reported t hat 

J 

However, the arrival of specific instructions had cleared 

up the difficulties. It wa~ ~tated that personnel ass.igned to the station were being 
·, 

selected from volunteers. It w~s also reported thc t the food situation had improved 

sl~ghtly with the arrival of fresh stores but that the local galley was indifferent 

as to how the food was cooked, boiled, stewed, or just thrown at t he individua l. 

On 5 November, R}1C Jackson mentioned that the Mode l DT HfDF uni t was powered by 

batteries whic h had to be moved b~ck and forth between the HFDF site and the living 

qua rters where the battery cha rger was l ocated , ThLs oft en resulted in damage to 

batteries alreJ.dy be lieved dJ.n:J.eed in r ou-gh shipment t o t he s i te. The food situation 

was still a "sore spot" to the men assigned to Exmouth Gu lf. The food was considered 
. 

good until the galley personne l eot hold o f it after which it was " ••• hardly recog-

niznble as food". As a result, the daily bottle of bee r was ever. more important. 

Bearings acqui r ed were he l d un til there were enough to make up a message o f abou t 130 

groups; t herefore , one message was gencrolly~fi. l ed about l600Z a nd two about 23302 . 

On 15 November, FRU7THFLT informed t he Exmouth Gulf station that the station's 

present met hod o f handling r adio traffic t hrough the RMF would continue as l ong as 

the RAAF handled t he communicat lons satisfactorlly. l~e station ~as also lnformed t hat 

it would have t o mnke th e decislon whethe r n bear i ng was "hot" and warranted l lmlCd i-

ate transmiss ton or whether t o hold it until a longe r messa.ge could be put t ogether 

as was norma l procedure . 

On 5 November , R~C .l~ ckson fon-,ordcd n poem to •.Jhlch FRU7T!IF1.1' responded on 22 

0009 
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On 28 November. RMC Jackson forwarded another letter reporting another cracked 

battery case had been found and temporary repairs wcr•! made wlth s ea l ing l.'nx. It 

was nol.' decided that the cracks were the result of extreme heat during daylight hours 

and not due to rough h~ndling as previously bciicvcd . The batteries l.'erc now being 

renoved from the direction finder when it was secured at the end of a watch. Since 

~twas impossible to recharge the batteries only at nlghf when it wa~ cool , daytime 

charging was done at as low a rat~ as posslblc but still cell temperatures of 130° 

were not uncommon .• It was also .recommetlded that if the ~iodel DT HFDF unit was ever 

moved from Exmouth Gulf, it should be completely overhauled be,fore being reinstalled 

since the dust situation at the . station made it impossible to keep anything clean for 

more than a few minutes. Food was still poor but the galley had put out a good 

Thanksgiving Day meal for which all at the station gave thanks. Construction of the 

RA~ direction finder station, mentioned earlier, was progressing rapidly. 

In · a memorandum for the record dated 6 December 1943, it was reported that the 

RAAF had declded the beari.11gs provid ed b-y the F.:-:mouth Gulf station were of llttle 

value to them and they would l ikt! to terminate the RAA.F corrmuni.cations circuit from 

F'..xmouth Gulf to Pert.h bllt would continue the circuit from Exmouth Gulf to Darwin. 

Since there were cxistln!$ ll. S. Navy communications bct·..teen Exmouth Gulf and Perth , 

this would create no dlfftculti.cs. llovcvt!r , on 7 December. FRll 7T!IFLT was informed tha t 

the RAAF's \.'estern Command had changed thelr minds auout Exmouth Gulf bearings and 

l.'ould continue handling them. 

On 22 December, R:·!C Jackson r e por ted that recep tion condltions had dete rio1·a ted 

somc~hat wlth the increasing heat of summer; particularly reception of signa ls below 

4 mHz. Living conditi ons h3d improve d greatly with the arrival of a new cook from 

Fremnntle. Hopes were hlgh for an enjoyable Christmas dln~er including" ... according 

to the l atest scuttl ebutt , that rar e commodity known as Ice Cre:t m.'' Although thelr 

\~bite Christm:I S wou ld h.1ve troc c s of r ed dust, i.t H:tS conside red that they were o n 

the upg rade as far a s li.vi ng "ou l back " we•~t . Construction on the RA~ dirccti.on 



finder site was at a standstill due to the l ack o( 2SOO feet of power cable. As a 

r esu lt, ·the RA:-l pcrsonth.:l were giving a hand with the station which resulted in t he 

USN pe rsonnel having the luxury of one day on, one da~ off for a watch schedule. It 

was decided that there really was a Santa Claus. A highlight for the period was that 

the personnel at the station had ~n opportunity to speak with General George Marshall 

when he stopped at t he base overnight on his way through _Australla back to the United 

States. 

On 24 January, the stat ion reported t ha t sleep during the day was almost impossi-

ble due to the heat since room t emperatures of 110° during the day were not unusual. 

The entire station had gone to a siesta period from l unch (1200) until quarters at 

1530. The RAN personnel had placed thci.r direction fi.nder in operation using a 

temporary arrangement of BX ar~ored cable, rubber-covered twin conductor wire, and · 

doubled field telephone •.-lire in pl.:lce of the miss i.ng po~Jer cable. The unit was only 

being used for calibration and to check known fixed stations. Bearings were not being 

reported. 

In a report dated 15 February, IU·!C J<!ckson reported that the RAN had since placed -

their direct i on finder equipment in full operation and were forwarding bearings on 

anything and everything heard . 

1n a 17 February 1944 memorandum from OP-20GF to the Hydrographer requesting 

charts, charts were requested for a station nn:ned Onslo\.1 at coordinates 22° 11' 41" 

South 114° 04' 04" East. These • .. :ere the same coordinates as the F:xmouth Gulf station 

and may either have represented another name for the ~xmouth Gulf station or t he name 

of the RAN station whlch had b<-en con!;tructcd there. llo•..Jever, t he t0•..m of Onslo\.1 was 

located some miles up the co~st. 

In hls report of 15 March, R~1C .Jackson reportec..l he wils belng relieved as R~1IC 

that day by HHC A. H. [rvlng. llo ·.~cver, he expected to possibly he around for a fc\.1 

dilys since getting tr3nsport •tti.on out: of. ~xmouth r.ulf \~:IS apparently not e3sy. The 

base had been hit with a storm of SO knot wlnds .1:HI heavy r:-\in s on 11 and 
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boats were driven aground, the JIFDF station s uffe r ed no damDge although the personnel 

did have to walk through deep mud for sev~ra l days . rt was also reported th a t the 

base had been under a "yellow" alert for about a 1.•eek but there vas no sign of a "red" 

alert (general quarters). Several squadrons of bombers nnd fighters had arrived and 

the base had issued rifles, ammunition and canteens a s long as the supply held out. 

RMC Jackson reported tha t thls brought back mcmortcs of porregldor to himself and 

RMC Irving. At ~east he felt that they would not have to send t he Bataan message, 

''Dear Hr . RoosevelS please sen~ us anqther P-40, - our's is full of holes~, since the 

airfield had several. Lit~le credence was also being glven t<? r eports published in 

Perth newspapers und<!r "latest rumors" of O.J.rwln, l ~ roome, Onslov, Exmouth Gulf, and 

Geraldton having been flattened by enemy bombers. !!o•Jever, all ha nds would remember 

the advice given out during the May 1943 enemy attacks to not forget to duck in the 

event of enemy attacks. 

./ 
On l April, RHC Irving su bmitted hls first report since assuming the duties as 

RHIC. He noted that RMC .Jackson had gr~ ted him with considerable pleasure and, after 

having spent a month at the station, he understood why . 

On 25 April, R}tG Irving reported ha ving been informed by the Commanding Officer, 

Mobile Advance Base, ~avy (/81, th.:lt the 'base was going to be di!Jm.:lntled beginning 

sometime in May. It was not known ho\• complete the dismantling •.:ould be but it was 

the Commanding Officer's opinion that 10-15 men "''ould rema in. The Commanding Officer 

vas planning a trip to Perth to obtoin more dctni.ll•d inform.:1tion. As of 16 Hay, no 

further information ha d been rccelvt!d by m·tC l rving and, in f;1ct, the number of 

personnel assigned t o the ~lobLlc Advance Ba se had lncrcased over the previou s two 

vecks. Horale had been affected slightly by a b:J.s(' directive pu h li.shed on 10 ~lay 

that there would be no more out-going pcr~onal m~il for an _indefln t te period. 

As o [ l June, there was still no further i ufortnd tion about the dis man tli ng of 

th~ A-lvancc !lase and m:1i.l service had returnl~d to nor mrtt. An extra ope rator was on 

watch betvecn 11.00 and l 900Z in All effort t o Lmprovc results. On 3111ay, t he base 
n n 1 . 
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hod gone on a "red" alert for about one hour but no enemy ai.rcraft were heard or 

e ighted. 

In his 15 June r eport , Rl-IC Irving reported that the station had been visi.ted by 

CDR Holtwick who wanted to obtain on-the-spot informati.on rega rd ing the condi ti.ons 

lit the station and if replacements, probably of either men or material, were needed. 

In his 18 August report, RHC Irving reported that the add.itional operator on watch 

between 1400 and 1900Z had been dlscontinued slnc e the results obt.:~Lned were not 

worth the effort. 

On 4 September, FRU7Tl!FLT submitted a request to CTF 71 that when the crew at 

thi Exmouth Gulf station was relieved, they be returned to FRU7THFLT . for duty . Also 

on 4 September, RHC Irving reported that the station had been visited by CD R Newman, 

RA:-1,, who had stopped at Exmouth Gulf to vi.sit the RA:~ HFDF station. RMC Irving also . 

reported that the station had attempted to operate durlng the dayt ime hours following 

a Japanese callsign change but, due to the poor reception capabllities of the eqUJp-

ment, ~lgnals after OlOOZ were too poor to obtaln bearings. The station was having 

a communications problem because the current edition of CSP 942 had not been recelved. -

In the inter i m, they were uslng t he RAN copy which meant that the operator had to walk 

about a mile to the RAN site in order to encode hls reports. 

On 6 September, FRU7 THFLT issued temporary duty orders t o a ne•..,. crew for the 

Exmouth Gulf stati.on. They arrived at t he st.:~tion on 12 September and RMC Irving 

was reli.evcd as Rl-I(C by RMC ~1. ll . Smith , USN·; on 1) September. Due to t heir orders 

being del.:~yed, the r eli.P.ved crew di.d not depart Exmouth Gulf unt i. l 28 September. 

In his l October report, R!-IC Smlth reported Lh.:lt t he i'iodel DT IIFDF unit had been 

fou nd to be very unstable, physlc.:~lly, and seemed in dange r of blowing off of the 

platform. Several screYs holdlng the bcdplate on the wood s haft were found t o be 

elther torn out or broken off but repalrs Yerc m.:tde. [t was also mentioned that t he 

windy season yas approaching and new guy r opes ~er~ being installed. lt Yas stated 

that the Yind often blew si.gnals .:~wny. fly thi s i. t \ol l\S meant t ha t the wind would m2.ke 

n 



so much noise that the signals could not be heard over the l oudspeaker . When car-

phones were tried, the wind whistled under t he phones even louder. On 15 October, 

it was reported that as the days increa sed , the time durlne which bearings could be 

obtained reduced. Watches \.;ere being stood from 1630 to 0800 (presumably local time). 

It was also reported that the station had received the ~lid-Pnclfic Strategic Direction 

Finder Net Frequency Designator List (encode and dccode) " and new Tracking [nstructlons. 

Other documents l}ad been received prev iously. 

On 18 October, ~DR E. S. L. Goodwin ·at . FRLI7TI!F LT forwarded a memorandum to 

LCOL A. W. Sandford, Assistant Director, Central Bureau, GHQ, "'SWPA, stating that 

in view of the closure of the FRU7THF~r Exmouth Gulf direction finder station, the 

communications services of the RMF W/T Unit Nr 2, Adelaide Rlv.er, would no longer be 

required. Also on 18 October, CD~ Goodwin forwarded a memorandum to CTF 71 that the 

Exmouth Gulf station was being closed. The RH(C had been given orders to cease 

operations and pack all equipment for shipment to FRU7THFLT. According to an undated 

memorandum on the station, . the U. S. Navy HFDF Station Exmouth Gulf, ceased operations 

on 2 November 1944. 

Appendix C conta~ns wha t is believed to be a complete list o f the personnel 

assigned to the Exmouth Gulf station during its · existence. 

Based on a 14 April 1943 e quipmen t listing for t he Exmouth Gulf station , the 

equipment fo r the Hodel DT IIFDF unit consisted of the follo·..~lng: 

a. One HRO receiver nnd vlbra-pnck powc·r p.,ck contained in an aluminiur.~ 

housing <~nd canvas cOVl!r with on imrrov ised wood-c ;mvas hood. 

b. One set of dipoles and supporting arms . . 

c. · One rotntlng wood shn[t with receive: r plnte, bearing and azlmuch dial. 

d. One 12-foot collapsible wood supportlne towe r with e ight -foot ladder. 

e. Four 6-volt storage battcri~s. 

f. One 230 - volt battery ch:tq;rr with hydromL'tcr. 

r.ased on the nhovc listlng of components ancl r eferences noted in reports a nd 
~----------------~~~---------
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memoranda, · it would appear that the Hodel DT llfDF uni.t \o."3S very simllar i n appearance 

to the Model OY IIFDF unit. Appendix 0 is a seri.e .c; of pho ::ographs taken of a HoJe l 

DY HFDF unit as it was being a sscmh lcd for a site ~~~~vey taken at Point Arguello, 

California, in 1940. Rased on a 9 .Tnnunry 1944 report from the F.xmouth Gulf station 

regarding an accident which an HA~ opera tor h~rl while O?erating the equipment, it 

appears that the operator stood on a catwalk constructed about the tower and 

physically rotated the equipment in order to get the bearing which he read off the 

bearing and azimuth dial mounted on t he top of the tower. In the description of 

the accident, the operator lost his footing on the catwalk while swinging the equip-
·, 

ment to obtain a bearing. As he fell, he grabbed a writing ledge fastened to the 

front of the Model DT. The unit became ovcr-h:~lnnccd due to his weight and fell to the 

ground breaking and t •...,lst lng the lower hnlf of t he unit's dipoles as welt" as putting 

some dents into the main alu~inium cab ine t ~nd smashing one storage battery . Fortun-

ately the operator fell inside the tm,er whlle the equipment fell outside but even then 

the operator was knocked unconscious for .1bout five min~tes. The accident went un-

not iced tint ll the op<!r:l tor ret,a i.ncd C•.mse i.ousrtcsu and called for help. FRU7TI!FLT 's 

comments on the acci.den~ were t haL n~ :: 7Tllft.T pen:onncl l..'ere experimenting wlth varlous 

safety net and lifc-ll ne combin~tions in nn effort to solve the personal risk problem 

of opera t lng the equ l pmen t. It was requested that the ~AS ratlng be Lnform~d of 

FRU7TIIFLT' s regret th:tt the equipmen t threw hi.tn and requested th a t the next time he 

wear a parac hu te and ease the eql!ipment down· with him. FRU7TIIFLT also mentioned that 

RAAF personnel referred to the Hodel OT IIFDF unit as the:! "\.'hirl of Death". 
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FORWARDED 'TO OFF'ICEH llJ O!ARGE DY CHIEF RA!:>IOI~i\11 IN C1L'JlGE ,I:::C.!OUTH GULF. 

11 TP.~ OinT!! OF POTSiiOT 11 

The Commodore got up in Uw ::tt)rnin~ , 

\'lith n !3ati:>flt:d look on h is pWi; 
For he had been dreamint; of 

A living Hell for Man . 

He broke out his naps of ,\u!; trrJia, 
t'Jld worked tltP. wole d;ty thru 1 

At last he mutLercd lown~, 1 

HI 1ve f ound the spot that will do" . 

The he sa!- down ?+ld lauchcd · till he cried 
And said thru his f alling tears , 

:1 I kz:lovr the rnen cnn stand it . 
For the kangaroos have live there for year::;" . 
He called hi:; staff 1.ogef.tt(' r 
.Ar~d to them he <ii J. tP-11 , 

The stO!J' •.)f his brain-storm . 
!!is r:>L.u1 vf a living I! ell . 

He ordered the r.ll~n to qu:lrters 
And a Uobile crew he did pick . 

It l.iid11t take him very lor.g , 
For he does things very <;uick . 

We're build.ine; a busc he t old them, 
And don ' t let it take you ye~rs 1 

11Step f on1ard front rank, 
You ' re all Volunteers" . 

I'm only sending the best, 
Good men - tried and true; 

Dut he clc3!led out the brig 
AnC. sent thE:-lil A,lon~ too . 

He tol:l of the opportuniti~s 1 

At the ,\d"J&nce 11~:-;e 11 Pot:::hot" . 
Rep1lar le:l\'C he JHU'!l.i ~t:!d tbtT.l 

But then convcni entl~r forgot. . 

Now he ~:J.ll5 ns prisoner:; 1 

And UttJ D3.1lt::! f ~t.:: us well , 
He kno·,o~g wt! cruuwt lc.:~ve ho.: r•.! 1 

For tl:t.! very next ~ l.o.l-' b H~ll. 

~!ov1 if we !lbould all di<~ in "Potshot", 
I lu10w Lh b very 'tit: ll 1 

C\:r re11nrd wo11ld !::urely b~ !!1•aven 
For· \'lu've dvn ..... Oil!'" tjJn'.' .\..11 licll . 
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FO~ED 'IO OFFICER IN CHARGE BY OUEF RADICMA!.'l IN OIARGE,EXMOlJTH GULF . 

"THE BIRI'H OF POrSHai'" 

The cormodore got up in the rrorning, 
With a satisfied look on his pan; 

For he had been dreaming of 
A living Hell for Man. 

He broke out his maps of Australia, 
And worked the whole day through, 

At last he muttered loudly, 
"I've found the SFOt that will do". 

The he sat do,.m and laughed till he cried 
And said thru his falling tears, 

"I know the men can stand it 
For the kangaroos have live there for years" . 

He called his staff together 
And to ·them he did tell , 

The story of his brain-stonn. 
His plan of a living Hell. 

He ordered the men to quarters 
And a Mobile crf!.N he did pick. 

It didnt take him very long, 
For he does things very quick. 

We're building a base he told them. 
And don ' t let it take you years . 

"Step forward front rank, 
You ' re all Volunteers" . 

I'm only sending the best, 
.Good men - tried and true; 

But he cleaned out the brig 
And sent them along too. 

He told of the opportunities , 
At the Advance Base "Potshot" . 

Regular leave he promised them 
But then conveniently forgot . 

Now he calls us prisoners, 
And the narre fits us well, 

He knows we cannot leave here, 
For the very next step is Hell . 

Now if we should all die in "Potshot" , 
I know this very well, 

OUr revard would surely be Heaven 
For we've done our time in Hell. 

Anonyrrous . 

(RETYPED FOR PURPOSE OF CLARITY) 

0013 



A.'! t. ~!~.\'.'EH TO Cfll.! J,:,Cr.!;QN 

~,-. 
\Cj' \ 

If one is to believe you, Cl:!l Jacksor1, sor.1~ crir:li.n.:1ls are shot and those who 
are not shot 

Are sent to ~otshot. 
V/ell, I can 1 ~ unuer:;tand your kick, l>ecau:;c ~ people- are r,ivinl: your .Ul 
To win this regrottahlc brawl, 
And will get all the che~ rs 
When the Sl':\o~e clears, 
But we who arc fightinB the war in Victoria 
J.re those about wr:on people on Armi:Jtice 0.:1y will be saying "Sic Tran~it Gloria ••• 11 

·Yours is a life of adventure and romance, 
1,','hile we are just a bunch of sis~y-pan ts, 
Hobnobbing with tpe elite 
Of Swanston Street. 
And when our erandchildren ask "V,'ha t did you do to .r.1akc U1e wo del safe for 

whutcver it wa~ for wl:iclt ::ou were sup:•o•a:d to Le ~akirtf. it $afe7" 
All we will be able to do is mumble <l!'l.:l chufc, 
But you will be .:1ble to nay, "I \'1:\!.i D hot.!Jhot 
At Potshot! 11 

I • - • - ' ' . - ......... . . -. -- ... . . . 

Anon:ll!'.ous 
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AN ANSWER 'TO CRM JAO<SON 

If one is to believe you, CR.'l Jacson, sane criminals are shot and those who 
are not shot 

Are sent to Potshot. 
Well , I can ' t understand your kick, because you people are giving your all 
Tb win this regrettable brawl, 
And will get all the cheers 
When the srroke clears , 
But we who are fighting the war in Victoria 
Are those about whom people on Armistice Day will be saying "Sic Transit Gloria ... " 
Yours is a life of adventure and romance, 
While we are just a bunch of sissy-pants, 
Hobnobbing with the elite 
Of SWanson Stree~ . 
And when our grandchildren ask "What did you do to make the world safe for 

whatever it was· for which you were supposed to be making it safe;" 
All we will be able to do is mumble and chafe , 
But you will be able to say, "I was a hotshot 
At Potshot!" 

B-2 

(RETYPED FOR PURPOSE OF CLARITY) 

Anonyrrous 

~.ppendix B 
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PE~SO~~EL ~OSTE ~ 

NAME RANK/ RATE DOR SVC SVC/FILE NR REPORTED TRA~SFER ~£MARKS -- -- -- N 
BC'riER, C. I. RM2 USN 16 May 43 26 Nov 43 0-.J 

C) 

IRVING, Arthur Richard RMC USNR 400-34-85 15 May 44 28 Sep 44 R~!lC 
0 

JAC KSON . Charles He nry , Jr. RMC· USNR 400-32-41 16 Oct 43 15 Mar 44 RMlC 

JARRETI, C. F. RMC US NR 16 Hay 43 Oc t 43 RMIC 

KEENE, Lloyd Donald R.'1.J USNR 87 4-82-0.7 12 Sep 44 Nov 44 
I ' 
"\..... 

@ LEONARD, Warren Dean RMl USNR 618-40-77 12 Sep 44 Nov 44 
·. 

LIENHART, Otto Louis RM2 USNR 630-15-68 15 Ha.r 44 

I-' .A LLOiW, G. J . ?u"\2 Oct 43 ll Feb 44 To Perth f or hos pitaliza tion. 

ROSS, Charles Allen PJ·'.) USNR 530-12-22 16 Hay 43 6 Nov 43 
RM2 15 Mar 44 28 Sep 44 

RUSSELL, C. K. RH2 . . ,1.1 Feb 44 28 Sep 44 . I 
SMITH. K. W. RM2 USNR 16 ~lay 43 

SMITP., Martin Homer RMC USN 287-18-93 12 Sep 44 Nov 44 RMIC . 
SPECK, Robert Westly R.."\2 USN . 382-93-24 15 Har 44 28 Sep 44 

0 . WALKER, George Graham , Jr. R."\2 US NR 644-J0-00 
. 15 Har 44 

ZSCHECK, Edwin Otto RM2 USl'lR 624-77-54 12 Se~ 44 Nov 44 
• 
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