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23 March 1943-21 September 1945 

. NCYI'E: The attached doC'll!rent was prepared by Naval personnel 
with access to various historical reo:>rds with the 
objective of bringing diverse reo:>rds into a usuable 
narrative his.tory of a Naval activity . 'flle docurrent 
does not o:>nstitute an official ~avy history and no 
claims are Jre.de regarding its completeness and 
accuracy. 
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: U. S~eval Supplementary Radio Stnti~ 
Adelaide River 

Uorthern Territory 
A us trD.l.ia 

The Northern Territory is the north-centra.l, part of Australia scme 

523,620 sq.mi. in area. Before World War II brought thousa!ldB of military 

personnel and \o'Orkers north to construct and man n !!!ajar naval baae at 

Darvin, there vere fever t~ ) 1 000 Australians i~ the vnole territory. · The 

land in the Northern Terri tory rises gradually frcn the coaat reaching s. 
. , 

general height of l, 700 feet vith the highest point, Mount Kintore (3,300 

feet), located in the nouthvest. There is much good grazing land b'.lt the 

southern part of the territory is mootly sandy desert. The climate along the 

coast is tropical. vi th side varie.tigns in climste inland. 

The capital and ·chief port of the Northern Territory is Dando vhich ves 
. 

heavily bccbed by the Japanese during the early days of the \iar. Darvin ves 

~--9rigi~y connected to the south-~y ~efenne road, completed in 1940, via 

Birdum to Alice Springs. Information -on rail transportation at the time is 

not ava.ila(?le. It is knovn that about 1953, a ra..ilroo.d ran south fr:m Darvin 

some 275 miles to a terminus at Birdum.. The terminus for the railroad caning 

up from the south va.s Alice Springs. However, by the early 1960's, it vas 

reported that Darvin vas coD.Dected vi th the south by tva railroads in addition 

to the road. 

Approximately 80 miles to the south of Darvin ·is Adelaide R1 ver (see 

Appendix A). Although listed on present mnps as a population center, the only 

census \ihich can be found is for the district. In aey ca.se, it cannot be nor 

have been very l.a..rge because the total population for the district is 300 

people a.s ccmpared to a population of 73,000 for the entire territory ba.t~ed 

on the 1970 ceosus. 
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S. Naval ~plerneotary Radio Station, Adel~e River, Northero 

Territory, Australia, vas conceived by the Fleet Ra.dJo Unit, Mel~ourne 

(FRUMEL) in late 1942 to establish en intercept station in Northern Austrelie 

to cover Japanes.e shore-besed and afloat canmunications in the islands north 

of Australia. The ple.n vas formalized in a 15 January 1943 l~tter !rem FRU-

MEL to the Commander, Southvest Pacific Force vhich proposed the establishment 

of, " ••• aU. S. Navy Intercept Station at Darwin (Adelaide River) to cover 

high and intermediate frequency Orange ((Japa:.ese)) radio transl:lissiom. frcxn 

the South China Sea· - South Pacific area. •• " The letter vent on to discuss 

the establisb]:)ent of a 24-hour teletype circuit betveen the Adelaide River 

station and FRt.MEL in order to provide immediate delivery of all Da.rvin 

· (Adelaide River) intercept to FRUMEL uneociphered. To eccCXI~plish the estab-
\ 
\, 

lishment of the circuit, it vas proposed to reallocate exiating channels in a 

Melbourne-Alice SpriD.gs-Adelaide River teletype circuit. 

A 29 January 1.94 3 message :from FRUHAL to OPNAV and ca.u4 repor...ed that 

_.. 1 ~ ' 
ENS K. E. Goodvin and Radio Electric!~ S. A. Burnett had depe.rted Me lbouroe 

that dJ!y to conduct a site survey around Ds.rvin ao.d Adelaide River for the 

establishment of the proposed intercept station. A request had already been 

submitted to the· U. S~ ·Army for a dedicated 24-hour teletype cha.:mel to be 
I 

e.cti vated e.s soon a.s construction vas completec'L It vas planned to man the 

station in1 tially vi th E.NS Goodvin, RADELEC Burnett, and 12 Kana-tro.ined oper-

ators. Oo 14 February, RADELEC Burr~~tt su~mitted a rough report O:l the Adelaide 

River site survey. Using receivi~~ !acilitieo at the U. S. Army Base Section 

ONE, Da..-vin, to make the surrey, he reported the receivicg conC.itio!l.B at 

Adelaide River vere consid.~red to be r.uperior to other sites in the area.. 

Oo 26 February 1943, the Officer in Cha=ge, Fleet Radio Unit, U. 3. South-

- - - ~ - - - - - - -
l. For information on ENS Goodwin and other person!!el aasign.ed to Adelaide 

River, see Appe~dix B. 
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·vest Pacific Force, ~arded a pror-ress report to the~~ander, South~est 

Pacific Force. The site at Adelaide River selected by the s~rvey party had been 

. obtained through the Deputy .A!3s1otant Director of IIirings, Rear Eeadquarters, 

Northern· Territo.ry (AIF) covered by National Security (General) Ree;ulations 

153 anC. eXist!~ orders ur.der Regulation #55- The Department of Works bad 

agreed to deliver to the site and erect the housing necessary for berthing, 

messing, and operations including a po~er and a vater supply, sanitary facilities 

aa veil as the erection of ( (anteooa)) masta , etc. Housing •-as to be sections.l, 

pre-fabriccted masonite hut-type structures. It vas est~ted that the build-

ing materials vould arrive at Adelaide River on 25 March. Supplies to run the 

station were being a ssembled a nd pc..cked by the local (Melbourne) Supply Depart-

ment. Personnel to operate the sta;tion w-ere to be provided. by the Fleet Ra.C..io 
\> 

Unit with a projected complement of ·tvo officers and about 20 enlisted personnel, 
' · 

vitb ple.ns to rotate " the personnel every six months. (On 21. February 1944, a 

reference vas made ~o a policy of rotating enlisted peroonoel after eight 

months on boord.) In add! tion to the· .operations personnel, tvo Ship's Cooi'...s 

and one Machinist 'a Mate verc requeoted as support personneL Men and material 

vere tentatively scheduled to depart Melbourne 0::1. 10 March. 

On 24 March, a meB'se.ge fran the U. S. Army Base Section ONE to LCDR R. J. 
I 

Fabian, USN, Australian Commom.~alth Naval Board, Melbourne, reported that 

ground at the Adelaide R1 ver site vas to be broken on 25 March but completion, 

then not ontic!p~tcd be:ore 15 April, vas eependcnt upon the arrival of the 

building materials. On 25 March, it vas reported thc.t the ~rsoonel and supplies 

frcm Melbourne b.e.d arrived nt 1600, 23 March, and th~ per:zo::l.Ccl vere billeted and 

messi~ ot the U. S. Army Base Section ONE: The local Workn QUperintcnd~t had 

received his instructions and plans on 22 March but had no vord 0:1 the build.ing 

materials. As soon as the generators vere set up, ENS Gcodvin planned to 

.., 
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establish night vatch~ on the site, apptu"ent..ly in tr.ri~ furois!:~d by u ,e 

Army, d~ing the period5 that the Works laborers vere not vorking on the 

251 te. 

On 27 Ma.rcll 1943, the u.o.it vas designated aa Fleet Re.d.io Unit, Adelaide 

River Detachment, and ita location vas given as about tvo miles northeast of 

Adelaide River, Northern Territory, and about 75 miles south of Darvin. 

On 5 April, KNS K. E. Goodvin reported that station persconel vere sdll 

being billeted at the U. S. Army Base Section 0~. Reference vas made to a 

message vhich state'd that station persotll!.el had possibly been exposed to 

typhoid !ever while eiJioute to Adelaide River. Tvo men had entered tbe hos-

pi tal shortly after their a.rri val at Adel.aid.e River but the diagnosis vas 

dengue ~ever. A pipeline and pumping station vere being cet up to s upply the 
\ 
\:. 

station v1th vater pumped f'rc:.o the Adelaide Riyer, about one-half mile !ran 
'· 

the station, into a 2,000 gallon storage tank.. This v.s.a ·8!1. interim measure 

until a vell could .be dug. Concrete ~oundations had been poured !or the 
·.--

--- ~ ~ ~ 
gener3.tors and the operations buifdirig., and vould shortly be poured for the 

barracks ~oundation. The teletype circuit installation project vas nearing 

ccillpletion. As 8.n aside, the te!I!perature vas reported as not bad - 103" F. 

On 8 April~ the station va.s referred to as· the U. S. Naval Detachcent, 

Adele.ide River, Northern Territory, Australia. At the srur.e time, a Canmeoder, 

SEVKNTH Fleet (CCM7TID'LT) letter to UP-20G stated, in part, that tb.e total 

initial compl~ot at Adelaide River vas to be tvo officers, 18 intercep~ 

operators, one Machinist 1 s Mate 1 end t"u Ship 1 s Cooks. For c:perations 1 they 

vould have six KRO receivers, one P~-2 receiver and tvo P~-1 receivers. A 

4 
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look vben canpleted: @ 

Operations Building 

Barre.ckli 
Mess Hall 
Manta · 

P011er HoUBe 

Cu. 
'VJjJ 

corrugnted iron on rough hevn tiober frame 
(so::ne for nil buildings) l2'.x30' vith a cement 
deck 

- 12 'x6o' vi tb a cement deck 
- 12'x40' vith a ce~ent deck 
- 50' iron pipe in three sections set in cement 

blocks · 
- 10'.xl2' vith a cement deck 

The projected date !or the completion of all constructi~n vas nov 15 May. The 

receivir:.g antenna system in 1943 con.oisted or one "V" antenna o.nd 20 doublets 

covering a range !ran 3 • . 5 to 19. 54 KHZ ov~r a range o! (j' to 135/31~ • 
. , 

During this period, Naval ele~nts in the De.rvt..n area pri.!:larlly depended 

on the Army !or supplies as evidenced by a 29 April 194 3 letter frcm U.e 

C~aoder, Service Force, ~rENTH Fleet (COMSERV7THFLT) to the O!ficer in 

Charge, Naval Activities, Darvin, citing the arrangement& vhicb had been made 
v 
\ 

to . authoriz..e the Ca:n:r.a.nd..ing ~ricer 1 •. Base Section ONE to provide the U. S. Navy 
r . 

in the area vith liubsistance and general Quartermaster supplies. The arrange-

·--ment v9uld continue 'until there ·verc sufficient Navel pernonoel in the Darvin ---
area. to justi!y the establisb:cent of an independent Navy supply system. 

On 16 May 1943, ENS GooC.vin reported t he nev projected CO'llpletion date 

tor construction as 28 May. From his description, construction of the opera-

tions builditJ8 1 paver houne, barracks, m~as hall and officers' quarters vas 

canplete vith moat equipment iostal..led and vorking; oc.ly finishing touches 

remained to be acco:nplisbed. The legal deacription of the station's property, 

as it vas t hen constituted, vas SJ.ven as beic.g -lcx.:ated at 131-00-00E e.nd 

13-13-27S, "Pru-t of Section 109 hundred. unnomed East or Adelaide River, County 

of Pe.lmerston, and baing _part of tbe lend cCLDprised in mi&cellaneoua Lease 

No. 97 entered in tb.e Register Book of Crovn Lee..ses, Valu;oe 3A, Folio 17." 

The land co:npriaed about three acres ci tuated on tva alight elevations and 

bisec ted by the "Old Mount Bundy Rca.d" 1 no longer in use. He e.l!lo stated tbet 

s 
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the buildings had been camouflaged by the Allied Works Council personnel vitn 

a spra) job of green and brCNU shsdes in irregular patches. Roar edees vere 

staggered to preclude straight lines. The station h~ an elP.ctric aad u 

kerose~e refrigerator, the latter havine:- bt: en l~ft by t obe fonner Naval Observer 

at Da.rvin to be turned ove r to the first U. S. Navy activity returning to t he 

area. 

In another, and app arentiy more informal letter c! 16 May, ENS Goodvin 

0 • 

described some of the difficulties anu conditions being encoLmtered ty the 

station. They needed clocks. The available electric clocks vere una.ble to keep 

accurate time on electrical current which varied between 45 and 52 cycle~. · An 

eight-dt•y }>eodu.lum clock simply vouldn 't keep time. The teletype machi~e vs.s 

a source of cnntinual problems. T~ ~y repain.ao, assigned to mu..intain the 

equipment, l.l.ad been unable to obtain. spare parts for r.i:J O\oi'O equipnent for 
/' . 

about a year and the improvised replacement parts frequently broke dcvn. Fresh 

~-- meat vas usuclJ~ available for is~~e six days out of the ~~ek vith tinned fis h 

provided on Friday. T!:.e cigarette issue vas thr•:e cartons per mouta e.nn t hE: 

beer ration vas one bottle per man :per veek, vr1en available. Cigarettes, beer, 

and clothing we:~ obtained frow the Army ~uartermas~er. s~ recreation material 

including boolu>, a radio, and a phoaograph hb.d heen oota.ineci. frcm the A1-my and 
I . : 

the Red. Cro&s. Bug-proofing of buil<iings could onl~/ be acccxnplished by use of 

an extremely fi!le mesh screen.. Blb.ckout of the opera.t!.o::l.I:S rC>Q!I vas coosid..ereoi. 

practical ..i..n that no direct light c oulcl be seen frcr-0 t!le e.ir. EiiS Good:Jin e.ls c.. 

stated his belie! that the station vas the only one ic the terri t ory aot ;<uA..rd-

ed by sentries. Although no photographs of Adelaide ~iver are available, the 

draviogc in Appendix C give same idea of workine conditions acd what t he st&-

tion looked like. 

lr;, both of the 16 }oiny letters, E.!'iS Goodvin lis teU. the station' :: title as 

0007 
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Fleet Radio Unit, Adelaide River. 

On 29 May, Fleet Radio Unit, SEV~~il Fleet (FRU7THFLT) requested that 

COM7THFLT obtain authorization from the Army to up -grade the equipment on the 

teletype circui~ bet~een Adelaide River and Melbourn~. Traffic delivery vas 

running 12 t o 24 hours behind due to line problema, teletype failures, and the 

lack of separate perforators. Teletype fuilures vere a particular problem 

since the Naval personnel vere not authorized to make repairs or edjust~en~s 

on the machines. This service vas provided by the U. S. Amy through the 

Signal Officer at Base Section ONE, Darvi~ At this time, eleven. receivers 

were installed and 16 intercept operators ~oigned to cover t he total inter-

cept mission. A memorB.!ldtl.!ll fro:n FRU7THFLT to OP-2CG listed Adelaide River's 

intercept mission at the time as !ollovs: 
\:. 

a. Me..kadaar, Ambon, Surabaya, Balik:papan, Menado, 
and ManokvP..ri '· 6340/12680A 

I' 

b. Surabaya, Saigon, Singapore, M~la1 Davao, 
Makas~ar, Ba.likpapan and Takao 5660A/ll320A 

-
~ 

c. Ambon and all primary ai:l.d. seconcl.a.ry bases 
1n Banda and Arafuto Sea a.rea 4Q92.5J/8185J 

d. Ambon, Surabaya, Ba.likpapan, 
23rd Air:flot (.Kendari) 

Ma.ka.s ear 1 and 
4900.J/9BOOJ 

e. 25th Base· Force Manokvari, Detachments of 
25th Be..se Force and shipa and, units in area 7755J 

These circuits vere cove~d continuously vhen audible. Trn1fic ~ !orva.rd.ed 

to Melbourne via teletype and photographed ! or OP-2CG. On 21 June 1943, 

Adelaide River's equiptcent req~rements end assets vere listed as follo~s: 

EquiEment Required On BoC'-rd 

Receivers 18 9 
RIP-5 15 8 
Line noplifier 1 0 
Tape recorde1· 1 0 
Tape pullers 2 0 
'W. u. typcvriter 1 0 
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, Equipment 
a 
(i6nt) 

Frequency meter 
Tube tester 
Signal generator 
'.rypevri ter ( stan~d) 

Required 

l 
1 
l 
1 

1 
1 
1 
l 

In a 5 August 194.) .memorandUm frcxn CDR J. S. Holtvick., Jr., USN, 

FRt.rlTEFLT, to tbe Chief or Sta.ff, CCM7TRFLT '· it vas proposed that the 

complement at Adelaide River be expa.n.d.cd by approxime.tely 14 to 16 mea, 

in addition to tbe probable establinbment of an additional station oo 

Thursday Island, o~: ~he tip of Cnpe York Peninsula, Queensland, consisting 

of about 16 men. Personnel and equipment vere either available or eoroute 

.to Australia to acccxnodate these proposed expansions but it vould be 

necessary to expand the operations spaces, mess Mil, barra.ckg, as vell as 

' \:. 
sanitary and storage facilities at ~delaide River to provide for a tote.l of 

40 men. . This proposal vas accepted and, on 7 August 194 3, the Ccxn:nander, 

Soutbvest Pacific Force requested t be Australian Coomonvealth Naval Board 
-.. -

-to initiate immediate action for tl::e ·Allied. Works Council to provide the 

required accomodations. 

On 12 August, LTJG Goodvin forverded an outline of an intercept coverage 

plan for Ad~laide River based on this expansion usin~ 34 to 36 operator.s ane 

16 standard high freqaency receivers covering a frequency range betveen 4000 

and 7825 KEZ. The Naval addres~ used for Adelaide Hiver in this letter was: 

Fleet Radio Unit Detachment 
Navy 245 
FPO 3ao Francisco 

On 13 August, CDR Holtvick forvard.ed a letter to LTJG Goodvin vb.ica 

reportedly conte.ined an instruction book for a Hodel DAB-3 HFDF equipment 

being s~ot to Adelaide River. LTJG Goodvio vas instructed to carefully read 

the instruction book ~d tbeo select ~ ~ite so the cquip~ent could be set up 

immediately upon erriv~ 

.. 
~~ . . 
r 
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·. In a."1 und!!.ted r®rt believed to denl- "'olith the ~ct.ion o~ a. eitc: for 

the HFDF installation, the Adelaide River diQtrict vas described as consisting 

of valley and hill country varying fran lightly "'olooded rises and. hills to 

steep cliffs and mountain ranges. Most of the valley flat lands consitJtcd of 

everything frcm broken shale and red dirt to extensive clay pans of gray 

pO'Wder dust "'olhich flooded during the rainy season. The intercept station vas 

located on a. series of lightly "'olooded bills and ri~es about three miles from 

Adelnide River center. Adjacent to the station vas a large clay pan s~e miles 

in area "'olhich he.d ·been used as e.n emergency landing strip during 191~2 but vas 

e.ba.n.doned since it could only be used -during the dry season. D1.1ric.g the ·wet 

·season, it vould flood to a depth of e few inches vith the unflooded area. 

turning into ~et clay vhile in the dry season, the surface turned to a povdcr 
\ 
\.. 

dry surfa..ce soil of lov conductivity. Rm.-ever, even in the dry season, va.ter 
'· 

could al·.reys be fouri.d. a fev feet beOP..ath the surfa..ce. "rt •a.s decided that this 

particular clay p~ vould serve veil e.a Ztn HFDF site; pa..-ticularly since this 
_,-.- ~ ' 

and other cl~y pan$ in the e:ea. "'olere · ~bout the only flat areas of sufficie~t 

size. This clay pan vas sufficiently close to the stnticn to permit using the 

station's generators by running overhead paver lines to a. point near the site 

and underground tile remaining distanc~. It vas pl::..nned to locate the HF'DF 

building on ei t.her a. natural rise in the area or un a man-made r1Qe to put it 

above the vater level in the vet sensa~ ~e problem iD~diately arising the 

construction of an HFDF building vas the lac k of lumber for sheat~ing of bulk-

·heaC.tJ and t ht roof because no sav mill vas avo.ilable. LU!!:Ober for fra!:ling vas 

av~ilable using local bu~h timber stripped of its bark but corrugated iron veo 

genera.l.ly nscd as siding and roofing. Until aheethi~ lumber becMe availa'::le, 

it vas apparently pl~d to use painted canvas. ThP. re~or: rnentioneu some 

testing "'olas 'iCCCIIlplished using a seal~. portabl-::: HFDF st::t vhich hed "been fum-

ished to the station, p~rhspo t he Model DAG oet ~entio~ed eP-rlier. Receiving 
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. conditions vere knovn to be good and no clif!iculty vas e:--pectcf. vit!1 the 

planned HFDF installatio~ 

In September 1943, a 25'x25' cement-decked building ~as constructed on 

the north~est corner of the sta~ion to house the Modei ~~ RFDF equipment. 

The oi te vas chooen B£ being free o! nny interference but it cannot be 

definitely stated that this vas the clay pa.o area previously discussed. ·This 

HFDF equipment vas reportedly used primarily to support the intercept missinn 

by locating Japanese transmiasio~ and did not participate in an HFDF net 
. , 

except on request. A narrative vritten in August 1945 stated thet HFDF bear-

ings from the HFDF station at Exmouth Gulf vere forwarded to the Royal Aus-

tralian Air Force W/T (Wireless Telegrap~y) Unit #2 or 51st Australian ~/T 

Section at Rachelor, Northern Territory, !or use in conjunction ~~th their o~ 
" 
\ 

The Exmouth Gulf bearings ve:re then .. forva.rded to Adelaide River for deli very 

to FRUMEL along vi th Adelaide Ri Yer' s bee..rin.gs. On 3:::> Novenber 194 3, FRU(TRFLT 

bave .~Ee DAB's coordinates as 13-13 -27S l31-07 -53E (225 yardD due vest· of the 

intercept station measured by pacing). As. of 15 January 1944, it vas rP.ported 

that vork ha..d. been ccxnpleted anC. the DAD vas functioning a.lthough its accura~y 

vas yet to be checked out. In Decea:ber 1941~, this DAB vas diSll:antled and 

reportedly shipped to Manus Island for installatioc.. Hovever, a 10 May 1945 

FRU7TRFLT neva n.e.morandw::J reported that the Model DAE HFDF equipment at 

Adelaide River had. been dismantled and returned to Melbourne !or the ultimate 

purpose of being turned over to the Augtraliano but after the equ!pcent had been 

checked over by the electronics repair perBoonel, it va& atored in a Vnrehouse 

because the Royal. Australian Navy advised they couldn't use !t. In addition, 

reference vas found in FRUMEL fi les t o a 4 November 1944 message vhich report-

edly deleted Adel..aide Riv~r frcm t he tHd-Paci!ic Strategic HFDF .Net but,· as 

stated, other notationn in Adelaiue River file s stated t hat tee E:~f site 
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·participated in ~net only upon re quest. 

LTJG Good.vin vns also informed of t he shipm.:!nt of tYo Diesel generators; 

one slated for AC.elaide River and the second f or a planned intercept and .HFDF 

ststion at Cookt ovn. The origio.al geucrating plant pr ovided for the station 

had consisted of tvo 5 KVA and one 18.5 KVA gasoline-po-~rcd generators. Due 

to problems in obtaining spsre parte anc. increasing s tat ion paver re quire~ents, 

the 18.5 KVA generator vas ulti~teiy replaced by t he 18 KVA Diesel unit vith 
·-

the tvo 5 KVA gasoline units in otandby. In June 1944, & 20KVA 66J0/440V 

transformer vas installed by the Allied Works CounCil. This paver source vas 

capable of handling t he station's total power requlre~ents •~th t he exception 

of the trans~itter site at the Mount Bundy Homestead-

There vas apparently sOQe bureaucratic foot-dragging regarding t~c con-
\ 

struction vork required by the planned expansion of Adelaide River because vork 

had not started as of 2 October 1943, and no projected initiation date vas 

_;..- -- available. Six men had alrea.af·b~en .transferred t o Ade~aide River in antici -

pation of the expansion and t~ere vas concern that t he impending rainy season 

vould set in before the vork vas c cxnpleted- In a 6 October 1943 Allied Works 

Council letter to the NOIC, Naval Headquarters, Dervin, t he expansico projec~ 

V3.S estim~ted a~ I. 2, 100. On 16 November,, FRt17TilFL'I' r eported to CCM?TEFLT 

that the branch of the Allied Worka Council schP.duled to han.dJ.e t he Adelaid.r 

R!.ver e.xpanni0n co:l~;tructlon still had not received an:r vorci. about t he project 

For this reason, t he U. S. Navy Liaison Officer, believe~ to be at Dervin, baa · 

forvar jed a request on 13 November t o C~17TEFLT requesting authorization to 

employ 20 Construction Battalion (SEABEE) personnel ~o cazplete the project. 

Tb.is request vas apparently approved because on 1) December 1 i t vas reported 

that vork on t he expansion of facilities at Adelaide River, including the 

i nstallation of t he Model DAB HFDF equipment had been started by SEABEE 
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As of 15 January 1944, the vork hnd been cocpleted by personnel 

of the e4th Construction Battalion from Darvin and from t he Allied Works 

Council, Adelaide River. 

Water continued to be a problem for t he station. Oo 3 March 1944, LTJG 

Goodvin forvarded a letter to the Superintending Engineer, Allied Works 

Council; Adelaide River, stating the existins water supply vaG ine.O.equate. 

Be cited a requirement for 2,000-3,000 gallons of water per dey which required 

the existing pumping station to operate 10-15 hours per day. In addition, t he 

pump had broken dovn after only three months of operations; probably due t o 

undue vear and tear and its being improperly mounted. Reference vas also made 

to the extremely poor quality of the vell vater available and heavy sedimen-

I 
~ 
~ 

tation. This vell had been drilled to a depth of 106 feet in July 1943 to 
-. 

replace the temporary vater system vhich had dra•~ water directly from the 

J Adelaide River. 

FRU7THFLT nevs memorandum -fqr tbe period l~ April-16 May 1}44 made refer-

ence to LTJG Raymond Katzenberger having relieved LTJG Goodvin during the la~ter's 

TAD to Melbour~e. It vas reported that LTJG Katzenberger vould remain at the 

station as AOIC until needed to fill another billet. 

On ll July 1944, FRU7TEFLT submitted,a request to COM7THFLT for an 

additional teletype line bet•een FRU7THFLT end Adelaide River. Heavy traffic 

volumes plus frequent outa~es vere resulting in a considerable volume of back-

logged interceptea material navicg to be forvarded t o FRU7THFLT by ai~al vnicn 

vas considered unsatisfactorily slow. There vas reportedly an existing Army 

channel between Adelaide River and Melbourne vhicn carried little traffic and 

it vas t hought that the Army would be -illiog to transfer control of the channel 

to the Navy if the Navy voulO. agree to handle the Army's small volume of traffic. 

A further up-grade of communications at Adelaide River vas discussed io an 
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.S October FRU?I'HFLT hrtter to CCN?I'HFLT citing Assisttt,:1. Dir~ctO!· o~ N3.val 

Communications (OP-20G) messages outlining a pro ject f or the installat ion 

of radioteletype facilities to establish a direct link betveen Adelaide River 

and Guam. It vas requested t hat COM7TliFLT authorize COMSERV7THFLT t o initiate 

action to obtain the required land, buildings, and paver, end the installation 

of the equipment. An increase of 18 men in the station's Allovaoce vas pro-

jected. In support of t his r_equirement, add.i tional land for the transmitter 

site vas acquired at the Mount Bundy Homestead about 2100 feet frco the inter-

cept station. Af't·er being taken over by the Australian Army in 1942, a ds.nce 

pavilion (34'x57' vith a cement floor) and a l2'x25' cook house had been con-

structed and the old homestead itself repaired. The property had been s ubse-

quently returned to the station manager from vhom the property, consisting of 
~ 

the three buildings and about eight acres, vas leased to the U. S. Navy tnrough 
' 

I' 

the Deputy Director of Hirings for hlO Australian for the duratio~ of the var 

and s~~- months thereafter or unt!l rele~sed by the U. S. Navy. 

Although the land had been acquired for the transmitter site, difficulties 

vere experienced in obtaining labor to construct the additional barracks and 

buildings required to accomodate "the increases in personnel and equipment. 

COMSERV?THFLT could no~ provide personnel and therefore requested Commander, 

Task Group, Freemantle, t o dismantle six Quonset huts and ship them to Adelaide 

River along vith a construction crcv of eight ·men to set t hem up. These huts 

vere considered by the station t o be unsuitabl.e for t he t>? e W'Ork being do.1e and 

even less suitable f or barracks. ~hen t he huts finally arrived, only tva vere 

ever set up; t he vooden portions of the remainder having been largely destroyed 

by termites . In the i nterim, Adelai de River gathered material and e quipment from 

t he Allied Works Council and, using station f orces, began construction of t ne 

transmitter's antenna .facilities. Four carpenters vere ob~aioed from the ~aval 

Section Base, De rvin, to enclose t he dance pavilion vitn asbestos cement sidln~ 
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and '.lire screen. Fifteen additional men verc obtni~ec from Dnrvio a~d 

construction vas started on a barracks (20'x60' ), officers' quarters 

(20'x30' ), an operations building (20'x35'') and an addition to the galley. 

This constructfon commenced in late December 1~44 and vas completed by 5 

February 1945 Yith the exception of small details. The tranemitting and 

receiving rhombic antennas and control lines from the intercept station to 

the trensmi tter building at Mount· Bundy had been erected end cropleted by 

station perso~el by mid-January 1945. The transmitter arrived in late Jan-
.. 

uary and was installed by station forces. Tvo 75 KYA Diesel generators vere 

obtained vhen the Section Base at Darvin vas disestablished to replace the 

18.5 KVA gasoline -povered generator originally provided vith the transmitter 

and vhich had _proven inadequate. '~11 teletype machines vere installed in the 
\ 

transmitter building. Additional t~letype and scrambler personnel vere 
. 

received from FRUMEL and, after some testing in April, the 'Adelaide River-Quam 

~--__ z:adioteletype circuit vas activa~~d ~n .7 May 19!.5 vhen t he first "SAGA" 1 vas 

put on the air. 

The 8 October FRU7TEFLT letter also mentioned that LTJG Raymond Sylvester 

Katzenberger, USN, vas under orders to Adelaide ~iver as Officer in Charge, 

relieving LTJG Good'.lin. The change of command reportedly took place on 29 

October 1944. 

On 3 December 1944, FRU7THFLT requested C~BERV7THFLT assign a pharmacist's 

mate to Adelaide River. The letter stated t hat the station had a complement of 

tvo officers and 48 enlisted personnel and vas scheduled to receive ld additional 

enlisted personnel for a t otal of 6e me~ This, in addition to t he station beio6 

located some 80 miles from the nearest medical doctor and medical attention vas 

sometimes delayed by !~passable r oads during the rainy season, required the 

asGignment of the pharmacist 's mate. 

l. Expanaioo unk.!lo-.. '!l-
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In a ~6 Jc.nuary~1~5 
~ 

memorandum from FRU7THFLT t~;p-20G, Adelaide 

River's ccxnmunications vere discussed e.t s orne lenc;t~. Le.ndlin~ communications 

to Adelaide River from Melbourne consisted of tvo lines (#756 and #l7le) 

leased from tbe. Augtralian 0 government for $131,444 pe:: year and outages vere 
• 0 

frequent. During the period 27 December 1944 through 14 Janu~y 1945, routine 

outages totaled 170 hours acd 41 minutes. Aside from the monetary cost these 

outages represented vas the fact that the ~ransmission of important material 

vas being delayed. Work vas und.ervay on installing the equip:nent for the 

Adelaide River-Guam radioteletype circuit but installation operations vere 

operating under the handicap of being about do miles fran "civilization" at 

othe-$ection Base in Darvin vhich vas itself in the process or being disestab-

lished vbich vould leave Adelaide River vithout support. The letter also 
\ 
\> 

contained. sane general reccmr::lendations in:pacting on the ccmmunications plan 

' for the transmission of rav material--in the Pacific area as ~ vhole. It vas 

proposed that: 
~ . 

a. A radioteletype circult_ betveen Adelaide River and FRlMEL be 
established as vell a5 to Guam, vith a high -speed radiotelegraph return circuit. 

b. Adelaide River transmit scrembled rav material tva vays simul­
taneously; north to ·Guam and south to FRUMEL~ 

c . The pro~osal to establi•h a teletype circuit betveen FRUMEL and 
FRUPAC be abandcned and t~e existing high-speed radiotelegraph circuit be 
retained. 

I o 

d. That FRUAD retransmit Adelaide River's scrambled rav material on 
to FRUPAC or continue to transmit the material over t he ~y/Brisbe.ne circuit. 

e. Establish a one-vay radloteletype circuit (originally planned for 
FRUMEL/FRUPAC) parallel t o an existing tvo-vay rndiotelegrapr. 
circuit. The r a<lloteletype circuit vould handle scra:nbled raY material e.cd 
the radiotelegraph circuit vould handle Colocbo ((Ceylon)) and FR~~ technical 
and administrative traffic. 

It vas believed this vould result in a more rapid and consistent flov of traffic 

frcxn FRUMEL to N.EGAT1 vith no delays in rav material fran Ad.elalde River, 

l. Washington, D. C. 
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expeditiously direct to NEGAT. 

On 15 February 194>, it vas reported that the Adelaide River station 

totaled some 25 acres in ~e~ Of this area, 17 acres had been obtained 

through the "DAD" Hirings, Northern Territory Force, operating for the 

Commonvealth Government, National Security Regulations #54, vhile the re-

maining eight acres had been obtained by leasing the Mount Bundy Homestead 

for the duration and six months thereafter. 

In a 24 Febr~ 1945 FRU7THFLT addenda t o the FRUMEL Nevsletter, t he 

!olloving vas vritten about Adelaide River; 

"Adelaide River is getting to be quite a place. The Navy Section 

Base at D~n is being abandoned leaving our supplementary 3tat1on very much 

on their ovn. 
I 
\:. 

Situeted as they are, •orne ninety miles inland, that statement 
' 

' means just that. This station, from nov on, vill be complet7ly sel.f -sustaining. 

Food must be ordered months ahead - supplies of all kinds must be carefully 
- . 

- ·anticipated and ordered in que.ntity.'and far enough in advance of requirements 

to allov for both slov deliveries and unexpected losses through mis -routing, 

pil:ferage, etc. It is hard to visualize to vbat complete detail plaD..!li.ng must 

be done so that a sta~ion so thoroughly isolated as Adelaide River can function 

,2 
vi thout interruption. ••••• 

As indicated, one of the biggest problems encountered by the station 

during its exiE~ence vas that of transportation. It vas often necessary to 

send trucks to Alice Springs to pick up vital equipment being shipped from tte 

Naval Supply pepot, Melbourne, in order to speed up delivery. The shipping 

time from Melbourne a:J.d Alice Springs via rail varried frc:n three to four veeks 

plus tvo additional veeks to cove the material via convoy from Alice Springs to 

.· 

I ' 
:"-

~. 
f·· 
r 

Adelaide River. Using station truclu;, the trip of approx.im13:tely 850 miles (one- 1:: 

1. An Australian station on the ~ast coast of Queensland n~ar Halifax Bay 
2. See Appendix D for layout of station 
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could be made i~cvo days vi t hout stoppi ng. Mnt~~1nl shipped vin rni l 
( } 

often suffered der-aged du~ to ro~gh handling if not securely packed. In 

1945, mail vas reportedly delivered and picked-up tvice a veek, on Tuesdays 

and Saturds.ys 1 .bY an aircraft operated by Qantas Airways personnel. Officer 

messenger mail took froo one to three veek.s fran Melbourne largely due to the 

lack of officer personnel and transportatio~ 

Reference vas noted to an OP-20G nevs memorandum for the period l -15 

March 1945 vhich listed the station designator "AA" for Adelaide River. 

On 2 April, an OP-20G note mentioned that Adelaide River bad been assigned 

the callsign VKQ, an Australien ce.llsign, vice NAY, a U. S. Navy callsign, due 

· to a mutual con~ent agreement apparently reached early in the var betveen 

CCM'lTlil'""'LT and the Director of Naval Ccr.:::unications, Royal Australian Navy. 
\ 
\> 

As previously stated, Adelaide River's primary assignment vas coverage of 
'· 

Japanese communicatlons in the .isle.ncs north of Australia, ~ vell es the 

Japanese fleets ~erating in these areas, and search for nev c~unications 

-circuits. All intercepted traffic v~s forwarded via leased landlines directly 

to FRUMEL for processing and analysis. The Japanese circuits being covered cy 

Adelaide River vere primarily found betveen 3500 and 7825 KHZ vito coverage 

governed by general activity and priorities assigned by FRL~. The most 

I 

efficient coverage vas obtained by using tva receivers ~ one operator. The 

teletype equipment for forwarding the intercepted material to FRUMEL vas also 

operated by Radio Intelligence pt.=rso::J.Oel. By M?-y 1945, t here 'Were 68 operations 

personnel on board vith 43 assigned to intercept, eight to tele~ype operations, 

eight to scrambler operations, five to operste general service circuits, and 

four s upervisors. A 17 Ma y letter f rom FRU7THFLT to CQ1TI'fu!,T reported an 

overall total of tl:.ree officers and 73 enlisted per:;onnel on board Adelaide 

River. 
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O:l 3~ May, opeiWronal control of Adelaide Rive@as shifted over froo 

FRUMEL to FRUPAC. With this c h!lnt;e , intercepted traffic v!ls s cnJ!ibled e.!'ld 

transmitted over the Adelaide River-Guam circuit for retra~smission to FRUPAC. 

When this circuit vas established, all teletyp~s and s cramblers vere relocated . 
into t he tran~mitter building at the Mount Bundy Homesten~ Intercepted traffic 

vas delivered by a:essenger fran t he intercept building t o t he ccm:nunications 

building. A desk man sorted out t he traffic according to precedence, assigned 

message numbers, and then sent t he traffic to the teletypes for transmission 

to FR'lJHKL,; The tapes vere then f or.-arC..ed to t he ecr~blers for encrypt ion 

and subsequent tre.Il!3oission to FRUPAC via Guam. It vas estimated th.et, on 

t he average 1 intercepted traffic vas transmitted to FRUPAC vi thin 45 minutes 

of its leaving the intercept building. During the period 7 May through 23 
\ 
I> 

August 1945, it vas reported that .. the average group count vas 20,450 per day 

' 
excluding the traffic rel.ayed to FRI..MEL f or transmission to }lashington e.nd 

Honolulu, a velum~ estimated at 8,500 groups per day. This was not the total 
,. . 

average daily intercept volume becai.l9e traffic intercepted from tvo veather 

circuits vas routinely mailed to Honolulu. Fran approxi!tately March through 

August 1945, the station reportedly intercepted an. average of 760 messages per 

day vith a daily lov.of 355 and a high of 1,244 messages observed during the 

period. 

Reliable co=!Ilunications under less t hs.n optimwt veather conditions called 

for ingenuity. Faced vith problems of scrambler tapes becoming limp from t he 

humidity resulting in spurous i mpulses being trans~itted through the transmitter 

head, t he station constructed a "hot box" consisting of a • ooden box divided in 

half. The lover portion contained light bulbs vhich vcre left on at all times 

to varm the upper half i n vhich the scrambler t apes vere placed to keep varm 

and dry until tra..nsmi t te~ 
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As the var in~ Pacific moved nearer Japan, ~ions, now in t~e 
rear areas, vere decommissioned and new ones esteblished in forward areas. 

On 17 June 19451 FRUHEL responded to a CQ{SERV7THFLT ainnailgram stating that 

there vere no plans to deccxmoiGaioo Adelaide River until, " ... exigeocies of 

\I8.X' pe.rmi t. " 

Due to its isolation, Adelaide River had beeo assigned a pharmacist's 

mate. Hovever, on 20 June 1945, YRUMEL reported t hat the pba~acist's mate 

on board Adelaide River 'WaS tempereme:1ta.lly unsuited for the dut.y and lacked 

sufficient medical knovledge to assume responsibility for a large number of 

per5onnel on isolated duty. It vas requested that a varrant or chief pharma-

cist's mate capable of assuming the complete duties of a medical officer be 

assigned to the station. The doctor assigned to the ·Navy Section Base, Navy 
I 
~ . 

245,Dar.do, vas being reassigned, .. presl..llllably in conjunctioo with the dises-

tablishment of the~ base, vhich left ·Adelaide ·River vith no hospital facilities .. 
I . or competent medical attention. Personnel vi th medical proble:ns had to be 

:i ---=- --· sent- to Brisbane in the interim.~ 

On 22 June, it vas reported that the station had 30 receivers available 

and ten positions vere being manne~ The station had logistic facilities for 

a maximum of llO men .vhich could be e:xpa!lded to 190 vith additional bunks. 

Iotercept facilities could be expanded t6 70 positioos vitbin existing operations 

spaces. 

On the humorous side, a 24 July 1945 .FRT.!ffi. nevs me:norandum reported that 

Adelaide River had formed a dance band usiog funds obtained from Canteen profits 

for the station musicians. FR~~ cocceoted that it vas not clear vith vhom 

they vere going to dance as it vas understood that the kao~roos in t he area 

used a step that vas difficult to foll01J'. 

oD 29 July, Adelaide River vas assigned the address "Navy 179" vith the 

d.ecorn:nissioning of Ns:vy Section Base, Navy 24:), Dervin. 
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With ·the end o~he war, action to dcco~;ission~elaide River was 

initiated. On 6 Sept~mber 1945, a mes~age fr~ OP -20G to FRu~ asked, 

" •• • vhetber yo1.1 ((presu11Je.bly the Australian Anr.ed Forces)) .,ish to te.ke over 

Adelaide Ri'ler. before .,e abandon it .•. ". FRUMEL responded on 7 September 

by saying, "Do not see \ihy you should continue being inconvenienced indefinitely, 

therefore, suggest you ~tbdra., United States Naval personnel vhen they are 

necessary ••.•• Cbances of taking over Adelaide River in ~ear future appear 

negligible. No proposals have been received fran London." 

Action to close Adelaide River .,as initiated shortly thereafter. On 21 

September, the U. S. Naval Detachment, FRUMEL, reported to OP-2CG and FRUPAC 

that the equipment bad been removed from Adelaide River end vas being loaded 

at Dervin for shipment to the Naval Supply Depot, Brisbane. Personnel .,ere 
\ 
\> 

either already enroute or at leas~ scheduled to return to Melbourne, the le.st 
' 

I' 
to arrive by 30 September, .,here they .,ould avait orders e.n.d· transportation. 

On 21 September 1945, the Officer in Charge, U. S. Naval Detachmen~, ...,_ 
A o 

Fleet Radio Unit, Navy 136 (FRtMEL t ..officially reported to the Ccmroe..nder, 

U. S. Naval Forces, Australia/Nev Guinea, .that the Officer in Charge, U. S. 

Naval Supplementary Radio Station, Adelaide River, Northern Territory, bad 

reported the station 'decommissioned effective 21 September. All U. S. Na~J 

I • 

material and equipment b.e.d. been removed e.nd personnel bed departed. On 17 

October 1945, the return of the property to Australian control vas acknovledged 

by COL A. V. Burgess, assigned to the Headquarters, Northern Territory For~e, 

Australian Military Forces. 
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Name Svc/File Number Rank/Rate Service Date Assigned RemnrkB 

. j 
Allen, Astor B • 625-02-21 RH2 USNR mid-1943 

: Allison, Sherman Harold 875-50-40 Rio USNR o/ a 10 Oct 1~4 
I Baisden, Arthur D. 755·79-17 f.H3 USNR mid-1943 

Bareilles , John L. 376-61-90 RM2 USN mid-1943 
Bissell, Chester H. 375-62-98 RHC(AA) USN o/a. 20 Apr 43 / ") 
Boots, Donald Eugene 6H3-118-05 11.~2 USNR o/a 1 1-iay 44 . ...._/ 
Bryan, Ed...,ard (n) 214-54-30 RMC(AA) USN o/a 4 May 43 Note 1 
Burnett, Sidney Addison 156999 RADELEC' USN 12 Mar l13 Note 2 

(g) Calla'\ol'ay, Donald G., Jr. 644-67...o6 RM2 USNR o/a 14 Nov 43 
Clendennen, Marian Bradford 356-77-99 RH3 USN o/a 4 May 43 

RM2 o/a 1 f.lay 44 appare.ntly second tou1 
Covey, DoDAld 0. 414-31-38 

I RMC(AA) USNR o/a 24 Aug 43 
Cyphers, Warren R. 316-9'7-43 RH3 USNR mid-1943 
Da.y, Norman F. 663..:11-61) . Rtj2 USNR o/a 14 Nov 43 
Dennis, Oro.n Herbert 625-26-49 'RH3 USNR o/ a 10 Oct .44 

N Dillard, Everett A. N. 662-o6-8o 
/ ( 

o/a 20 Apr 43 "' . ,RM3 ,- USN. 
Duke, CarGoo R. 658-o6-67 I SC2 USNR o/a 21 Oct 44 
Escheck, Edvin if 624-77-54 RM3 USNR o/a 26 Sep 43 
Gallmray, Wilmer J. 621..:-72-96 RM3 USNR o/a 21 Oct 44 
Gilbert, John M. 245-24-69 ru'\3 USNR o/a. 21 Oct 44 
Goodwin, Keith Eugene 196857 LTJG USN 23 Mar 43 Note 3 
Grafing, John Richard 710-19-98 RM3 USNR o/a 1 May 44 
Gribbin, Harry Jrunea 875-1•4-37 Jtl,{3 USNR o/a ·r May 44 
Hall, Harold Louis 857-01-17 RM3 USNR o/a 10 Oct 44 
Helms, Harvey M., Jr. 272-86-55 RJ-\3 USN o/a 14 Nov 43 ® Higgins, Lee D. 624-87-31 RH3 USNR o/a 24 Aug 43 

> 

Johnston, Ml\rk E. 726-60-69 ru-u USNR o/a 21 Oct 411 
> Katzenberger, Raymond S. 196')25 LTJG USN 7 Mar 41~ Note 4 
"0 Keefer, David N. 300-80-33 RM3 

. USN o/a 20 ArJr 43 "0 
tTl RM2 o/a 21 Oct 44 apparently second toul _ ;j 

Kelley, Robert G. 6o6 -o8-39 RM2 USNR o/a 211 Aug 43 
,...., 

>:; Kenley 1 Roy E. 1 Jr. 633-38-38 RH3 USNR o/a 24 Aug 43 
0::0 Ketchum, Darrell E. 368-02-10 RMl USNR o/o. 24 Aug 43 

Ledford, Carvel Stokes 267-57-98 PhMl USNR j Feb !15 detached o/n 1 Aug !1j 
Leonard, Warren D. 618-40-77 nM2 USNR o/a 26 Scp 43 
Luvery 1 Joel \Hllirun, Jr. 2'fl-U3-2l HMC(PA) USN prob Mur 1,3 Note 5 

0 Mnkerevich, Stephen J. 400-41-Bd HMl USNR o/o. 26 Sep 1~3 
0 
N 
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Name Svc /File Number 

Mallory, George Joseph 328-04-71 

Mandell, Jacob (n) 401-97-07 
MCBride, Don (n) 616-59-68 
Moore, · James B. 606-16-23 
Moore, Ver1on Nathoo 347-04-41 
Murphy, Samuel Alfred 628-31-54 
Neels, William "B" 1 Jr. 554-20-67 
Novak, Antone (n) 156879 
Pohlson, Rossmoyne H. 382-81-38 
Pullin, Charles Raymond 856-63.:30 
Robertson, Donald L. 382-89-23 
Rosenthal, James Frank 874-75-10 
Salisbury, Enrl C. 638-34-20 
Santhany, Laverne R. 860-97-34 
Schaller, Michael G. 622-58-47 
Sha~, Herbert B. 654-77-31 
She~aker, James V. 1 Jr. 633-43-75 
Shook, Clement P. 6611-118-72 
Sims, Francia "K" 562:79-16 
Smith, Archie Elmer 382-96-87 
Smith, William S. 356-1<3-21 
Springman, LeRoy ~ 863-61-52 
~mithers 1 Harry A. 376-58-28 
~aylor, Robert H. 664 -14-81 
Tourville, Lloyd Alexander 328-40-18 

Tovn, Fair E. 321-110-26 
'l'horsen, Robert Roy J76-B8-l~l 
Tucker, William Clarence b63-26-l2 
Uudervood. "R" "J" :· 625-04-16 J 

Vernon, Charles H. 640-62-82 
Walker, Willirum R. 662-55-76 
Wall, Jack. J. 376-63-12 
Wallace, Donald M. 247-02-07 
Walters, Herbert C. 660-30-70 
Waters, William A. 633-l9-H3 
Wilson, Jnck. Jameo 633-82-73 
Woodruff 1 John F. 553-01-86 

I \ I. 

Rank[Rate Service 
I 

I 

RM3 USN 

RM1 USNR 
Rl·{) USNR 
RM2 USNR 
R"i2 USN 
RM3 USNR 
RM3 lENR 
LTJG USN 
RM2 

"\ USN 
RM3 USNR 
RM2 USN 
RM3 USNR 
RH1 USNR 
R1~3 USNR 

· RM2 USNR 
·~3 __,. VSNR 

· ·RM2 , USNR 
I 

RM3 UStffi 
SC3 USNR 
RH3 USN 
Nl~2 USN 
R10 USNR 
RM3 USN 
RM2 · USNR 
HMl USNR 

S2/c USN 
RM3 USNR 
M.'-13 . USNR 
RH.2 USNR 
.RH.2 USNR 
R.\12 USNR 
RH2 USN 
RM3 USN 
HM3 USNR 
HM3 USNR 
RH2 USNR 
Sl/c(RH) .USNR 

Date Assigned_ 

o/a 7 Hay 44 

o/a 4 May 43 
o/a 24 Aug 43 
o/a 26 Sep 43 
o/a 7 May 44 
o/a 7 Hay 44 
o/a 21 Oct 44 
27 Jan 45 
o/a 24 Aug 43 
o/a 10 Oct 44 
o/a 26 Sep 43 · 
o/a 11 Oct 44 
o/a 26 Sep 43 
o/a 21 Oct 44 
o/a 21 Oct 44 
o/a 14 Nov ·t13 
o/a 14 Nov 43 
o/a 4 May 43 
o/a 20 Apr 43 
o/a 7 Hay 1,4 
o/a 20 Apr 43 
o/n 21 Oct 44 
o/a. 20 Apr l13 
o/a. 21 Oct 44 
6 Jan L15 

o/a 23 Mar 43 
o/a 10 Oct 44 
o/a 21 Oct l14 
o/a 14 Nov 43 
o/a 14 Nov 43 
o/a 21 Oct 44 
o/a 14 Nov . 43 
o/a 26 Sep 43 
o/a 26 Sep 43 
o/a 24 Aug 43 
o/a 7 May 44 
mid-1943 

-

Remarks 

possibly previously· 
assigned in Apr 43 

note 6 

Note 7 

f) 

8 

transferred ~hen the 
station decommissio~ 

~as MH2(T) in Jul hj 
r 
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NOTE 1: 
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•• ··'· •' ' · '"' I I •• 

t • ' ' 
Ed\lard (n) Bryan \las subsequently promoted to R1-{C(PA) prior to February 19115, at 'Which time he 
had reportedly been assigned to FRU7'TI~T since September 1941. Assigned to Adelaide River on or 
about 1, May 1943 as an RMC(AA), it is "t?e1ieved that he \IO.B detached on 15 January 19114. 

NOTE 2: Sidney Addison Burnett enlisted in the Navy about 1927. On 6 June l 942, he "Was appointed as a 
Warrant Radio Electrician from Chief Radioman. On 12 March 1943 , he 'Was transferred from FRU7THFL~ 
to Adelaide River, possibly only to assist in the commissioning of the station sine~ a reference ( \ 
"Was noted indicating that he \las to depart the station around May 1943. Reg~rdlesa of \lhen he 
departed Adelaide River, it is k.no\10 that he \las assigned as OIC;-'- FRUDET, Cookto\101 Queensland, 
in February 1944, and El.pparently served there" until July 1944 \lhen he \las relieved by LTJG Katzeq~~ 
be1"ger. lie departed FnU1THFLT about 17 August 1944 for assignment in Washington, D. C. , until ~W 
26 October 1944 \lhen he "Was transferred to~ . On 6 June 1945 , he 'Was reassigned · 

A 7 ,June 1946 letter reported he "'a s serving as AOIC · _ __ and -
- planned- tC> transfer to the Fleet Reserve in 1947. A 21 September 1951 .letter containing a r equest 

for change of rate from RMC to CTC ~ent~oned that Burnett had sarved in r adi o i ntell i gence "'or k 
from 1~32 to 1947 a.nd again from 1~50 ti:> the date of the letter. It io asoumed t hat Burnett 

I ) 

transferred to the Fleet .Reserve i n 19117 and wo.s --re'cal l ed or volunteered to c001e back on nc ti ve 
duty in 1950 vi th the outbreak of tqer .Korean War. 

NOTE 3: Keith Eugene Goodvin ~as an RMC(PA) du~ing the period J une 1941 through January 1943 when he was 
ass i gned aD Radiruan in Charge of the HFDF station at Cheltenham, Maryland. According to a letter 
dated 10 Aue1.1st 1942, he had been in the Navy for 19 years o.t that time "'ith 14 years assigned to 
radio intelligence \IOrk. He "'as canmissioned as El'lS on 19 January 1943 (DOR 15 June 1942), pr o- ' · 

NOTE 4: 

rooted to LTJG on l May 1943 and LT on l July 1944. He 'WEI.S born on 26 January 1902 in Walloon 
Lake, Michi gan, and joined the Navy on 26 December 191~. Fran available information, it appears 
that LTJG Goodvin served as Officer in Charge at Adelaide River continuously f r om 23 March 194J, 
except for a period of TAD to r~U7THFLT April~1ay 1~44 and a period of hospitalization about ~~ 
July 194 1~, until being relieved by LTJG Katzenberger on 29 October 191111. ·· 

Raymond Sylvester Katzenber ger Joined the Nayy on lY April 1917 and was first assigned to r adio 
intelligence "Work in 1939. He vas appointed a.s a Warrant Radio Electrician (RADELEC) on 25 June 
1942 , o.nd prcxnoted to Cl:ilL\DE.LEC about 16 June 1943. Commissioned na ENS ~o~i th a. date of r nnk of 
15 Hay 1943, he .... as subsequently promoted to LTJG on 15 January 19114 , o.nd to LT on 1 June l y4). 
He vas transferr ed from U. S. Naval Radio Activities , Bai nbri dge Island, Washington, on 6 Octobe r 
1943 for assignment to FRU?Ta~T arriving in Melbourne in December. He "'as r eassi gned to Adelaide 
River about 7 March 1944 and served temporarily as ore during the period 10 April through l ate Mny 
\lhile LTJG Goodvin 'WaS TAD. II~ \las transferred fran Adelaic;le River on 1 .July 1944 t o Cookto'loffi 1 

a.rri ving there lj J uly l~llli I reportedly to al:isume tile duties ao ore. He wns subsequently rensnigoc. 
back t o Adela ide River , assuming the duties as ore on 2~ October 1944, and continued ~o serve i n 
~hct cnpac i~y until the station "'na deccro~issioned in Geptember 194 5. 
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~C(PA) Joel William Lavery, Jr. vaa probably in the initial party assigned to Adelaide River, 

r 

I . 

possibly only to assist in its establishment since it is knovn that he departed the station on or 
about 11 Hay 1943 and reported back to rRU7TllFLT on 15 May 1943. He vas appointed as a Warrant 
Machinist on 15 June 191~3, and vas assigued as AOIC, U. S. Naval Supplementary Radio Station, 
Moorabbin, Victoria, Australia, on 22 July 1943. Promoted to CI~CH on 1 September 1944, he vns 
st!ll assigned to FRU(TfWLT's complement in Hay 1945. CHMACH Lavery vas born in Fairford, Alabama, 
on 9 April 19041 and Joined the Navy on 15 February 1926. 
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NOTE 6: 

NOTE 7: 

LTJG Antone~(n) vas the Chief Radioman in Charge of the intercept station on Corregidor from at 
least 7 December 1941 through 6 April 1942, vhen the last party evacuated the islan~ Appointed 
a varrant officer and subsequently commissioned, he ves assigned to the U. S. Naval Supplementary 
Radio Station, Hoorabin, during the period April 1942 through 30 November 1944, serving from at 
least 21 June 1943 as Officer in Charge. He vae reassigned to Adelaide River on 27 January 1945 
and servec there until the station vas decommie~ione~ 

Francis "K" Sims vaa assigned to Adelaic\'e River as a Ship's Cook Third Class and served there 
through at least mid-June 1945 by vhicli time he h~·been promoted to SC1. He vas promoted to 
CSC(AA) on 1 October 1945, after hav~ng been transferred from Adelaide River. Ship's Cook Sims 
may have been assigned to Adelaide River the longest of any individuaL 
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U. S. Il~tvc.l S\.ll)ple::.entc.ry Rfl.d.io S\-.aticc, Adelaide River 
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Receiver Antennas 

17 ~ 12 

8 ff ; <fJ19 

9~~t(;~1·~ 
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\Key: 

\ 1. Teletype .Bldg 
\2, Operations Bldg 
"\3. Truck Shelter 
4. Recreation Bldg 
9. Galley 
6~ Barracks 
7. 1 Shovers 
8. I Chiefs' Quarters 
9· \ Store Room 
10. 1 Barracks 
11. IBarrackCJ 
12. ?IC'a Quarters 
13. ~ower House 
14. Mo.chioe Shop 
15. S~ore Room (ex-DAB 
16. ;~ansformer 

1
1 

1 ~ l:tj. Well 
\ \ 4 . / l}/ Ceaa Pool 

\ , /,..""19. Water Tanks 
\ / / / 
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U. B. Naval Supplem.~nta.ry Radio Station, Ad.el&ide River j 

B 

Control line to 
Main Site 

transmission line 

1.· 

Mount Bundy Ha.eltead. Tranalli tter Site 

3 

' 

Transmitter 
Antenno.s 

Key 
l. Transmitter Building 
2. Engine Houoe 
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(_) 
3. Adminiotration Buildinf 

(Draving not to scale) 
as of 15 Mo.rch 1945 
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