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. MOTE: The attached document was prepared by Naval personnel

“U.S. Naval Supplementary Radio Station

- Adelaide Piver
Northern Territory -

Augtralia
>

\

. . 23 March 1943-21 September 1945

»~

-

with access to various historical records with the
objective of bringing diverse records into a usuable
narrative history of a Naval activity. The document
does not constitute an official Navy history and no
claims are made regarding its completeness and

accuracy.
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g U. ngaeval Supplementary Radio Stntiésﬁ
. Adelaide River
Northern Territory
Australia

The Northern Territory.is tﬁg north-central part of Australias scoe
523,620 Bg.mi. in ares. Before World War II brought thousands of military
personnel and workers north to comnstruct and man a major naval base at
Darwin, ﬁhere were fewer than 5,000 Australians in the wnole territory. - The
land in the Northern Territory rises gradually from the coast reaching a
general height of iiTOO feet with the highest point, Mount Kintore (3,300
feet), located in ths southwest. There is much good grazing land but the

.Qouthern part of the territory i$ mostly sandy desert. The climate along the
coast is trﬁpical with side variations in climate inland.

The capital and chief port of fhg Northern Territory is Darwin which wes

, i
heaﬁily bozbed by the Japanese during the early days of the ﬁh}. Darwin was
““originslly connected to the south-Py @efenne road, completed in 1940, vie

Birdum to Alice Springs. Information on rail trensportation at the time is .

oot availaple. It 1s known that about 1953, a railroed ren south from Darwin

same 275 miles to a terminus at Birdum. The terminus for the railroad'cdmiug

up from the south was Alice Springs. Howvever, by the early 1960's, it was

reported thet Darwin was cononected with the south by two railroeds in addition

to the ro=ad.

Approximately 80 miles to the south of Darwin is Adelaide River (see

Appendix A). Although listed on present maps as a population center, the only

census which can be found is for the district. In any case, it cannot be nor
have been very large because the total population for the district is 300
pecple as campared to a pcpuleticn of 73,000 for the entire territory based

on the 1970 census.
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s The U. S. Naval C:pplemcntury Radio Station, Ad»lCde River, Northern
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Territory, Australie, wes conceived by the Fleet Radio Unit, Melbourne
(FR®MEL) in late 19132 to establish en intercept station in Northern Australie
to cover Japanese shore-besed and afloat cammunications in the islands north
o dunkralie. The plen vas fonaiteed dn s 18 Simussy 1 Levber e PRk -
MEL to the Commander, Southwest Pacific Force which proposed the establishment
of, " ..al S Navy Intercept Station at i)e.rvin (Adelaide River) to cover
high and iﬁtermediate frequcnc-y Orange ((Japa:ﬁcse)) radio transmissioms from
the South China Sea - South Pacific area...” The letter went on to discuss

the establishment of a 24-hour teletype circuit between the Adelaide River

RARD Y LA

sta.tion and FRIMEL in order to provide immesdiate delivery of all Darwin

" (Adelaide River) intercept to FRUIMEL unenciphered. To eccomplish the estab-
. \\)

lishment of the circuit, it was proposed to reallocate existing channels in a

Melbourne-Alice Springs-Adelaide Rive;::" teletype circuit. =k ih
A 29 January 1943 messege from FRUMEL to OPNAV and CCMlk reported that E»
BiS X B, Goodwin® sd Radto Blectiicisn 5. A Burnett had departed Melbourne :
that day to conduct a site survey around Darwin and Adelaide River for the |
establishment of the proposed intercept station. A request had already been : L‘
subzitted to the U. S. ‘Army for & dedicated 2i-hour teletype channel to be :
ectivated es soon as construction was compieted. It was planned to man the IF

station initially with ENS Goodwin, RADELEC Burnett, and 12 Kana-trained oper-
ators. On 14 February, RADELEC Burnestt lm‘.::u1 tted a rough report oa the Adelaide
River site survey. Using receiving facilities at the U. S. Army Base Section
ONE,' Darwin, to make the survey, he reported tﬁe recelvirg conditions at

Adelaide River were considered to be superior to otber sites in the ares.

On 26 February 1943, the Officer in Charge, Fleet Radio Unit, U. 5. South-
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l. For information on ENS Goodwin and other personrnel essigned to Adelaide
River, see Apperdix B.
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west Pacific Force, fﬁ?ﬁarded 8 progress report to thégéézmander, Southwest
Pacific Force. The site at Adelaids River selected by the survey party had been
obtained through the Deputy Assistant Director of Hirings, Reer Eeadquarters,
Northern Territory (AIF) covered by Nationel Security (General) Regulations

#53 and existing orders urder Regﬁlation #55. fhe Department of Works hed
agreed to deliver to the site and erect the housing necessary for berthing,
messing, and operations including a power and a water supply, sanitary facilities
asz well as the erection of'((antenna)) masts, etc. Housing eas to be sectional,

pre-fabriccted masonite hut-type structures. It was estimated that the bulld-

ing materials would arrive at Adelaide River on 25 March. Suppliea'to run the

station were being assembled and packed by the local (Melbourne) Supply Depart-

'ment. Personrel to operate the station were to be provided by the Fleet Radlo

v

Unit with a projected complement of -two officers and about 20 enlisted personrnel,
with plens to rotate’the personnel every six months. (On 21 Februery 1944, a

reference wvas made to a policy of rot ating enlisted personnel after eight

& months on board. ) In addition to the operations pergonnel, two Ship's Cooks

and one Machinist's Mate were requested as support personnel. Men and material
were tentatively scheduled to depart Melbourne on 10 March.

On 24 March a message from the U. S. Ammy Base Section ONE to LCDR R. J.
Fabian, USN, Australian Commonwealth Naval Board, Melbourne, reported that
ground at the Adelaide River site was to be broken on 25 March but completion,
then not anticipated befcre 15 April, was dependent upon the arrival of the
bullding materials. On 25 March, it was reported that the personnel and supplies
from Melbourne ked arrived at 1600, 23 March, and thes perzoanel were billeted &nd
messirg at the U. S. Army Base Section ONE: The local Works avperintendart bhad
received his instructions and plans on 22 March but hed no word oa the bullding

materials. As soon as the generators were set up, ENS Goodwin planned to
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esteblish night watchia

&L
on the eite, apparenlLly in tenved furnished by the

paiatacot e

Army, during the periods that the Works laborers were not worxing oo the

site.

On 27 March 1943, the unit was designated a&s Fleet Redic Unit, Adelaide

River Detachment, and its lmntioﬁ was give-n as about two miles noriheast of
Adelaide River, Northern Territory, and about 75 miles south of Darwin.

On 5 April, ENS K. E. Goodwin reported that station persconel were still
being billeted at the U. S. Army Base Sec-tion ONE. Reference wes made to a
message which statela _that station personrel had possibly been expoged to
" typhold fever while euroute to Adelaide River. Two men had entered the hos-
- pital shortly after their arrival at Adelaide River but the diagnosis was
: dengue fever. A pipeline and pumping station were being set up to supply the
station with water pumped fram the Adelaide River, about one-half mile fram
the station, into a 2,000 gallon storﬁge tenk. This was an imterin measure

__until a well could be dug. Concrete foundations had been poured for the

ks

: generators and the operations building, and would shortly be poured for the
barracks foundaticn. The teletype circuit installation project was nearing
campletion. As an aside, the terperature was reported as not bad - 103° F.

On 8 April, the station was referred to as the U. S. Haval Detachment,

Adelaide River, Northern Territory, Austra:lia.. At the sBare time, a Cammender,
'SEVENTH Fleet (COMTTEFLT) letter to UP-20G stated, in part, that the total
initial cowplement at Adelalde River was to be two officers, 18 intercept
operators, one Machinist's Mate, end two Ship's Cooks. For cperations, they

would have six ERO receivers, one RAK-2 receiver end two PAS-1 receivers. A

Model DAG HFDF Eet was available andi it was planned to snip it to the station L

in the peer future to assist in target identificatlion.

-t —

On 17 April, ENS Goodvin forwarded a descriptlon of the station as it would
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laok when ccmpleted: ;s

Operations Building -

Barrecks
Mess Hall
Masts *

Power House

corrugated iron on fough hevn timber frome
(same for all buildings) 12'x30' with a cement

deck
12'x60"' with & cement deck
12'x40"' with a cement deck

50' iron pipe in three sectlons set in cement

blocks
10'x12"' with a cement deck

The proJjected date for the campletion of ell conbﬁructidn wvas now 15 May. The

receiving antenna system in 1943 consisted of one "V" antenns and 20 doublets

covering & range fram 3.5 to 19.54 MHZ over a range of (® to 135/315°.

During this périod, Haval elexents in the Darwvin area primarily depended

on the Army for supplies as evidenced by a 29 April 1943 letter from tke

Cormmander, Service Force, SEVENTE Fleet (COMSERVTTEFLT) to the Officer in

Charge, Naval Activities, Darwin, citing the arrangements which had been made

to authorize the Commanding Oificer;\Base Section ONE to provide the U. S. Navy

in the area with subsistance and general Quartermaster suppliés. The arrange-

~—ment would continue until there -were sufficient Navel personnel in the Darwin

area to Justify the establishment of &n independent Navy supply system.

On 16 May 1943, ENS Goodwin reported the nev projected completion date

for construction as 28 May.

Fram bhis description, construction of the opera-

tions building, power bouse, barracks, mess hall and officers' quarters was

camplete with most equipment installed and working; only finishing touches

remained to be acccmplished.

The legal cdescription of the station's property,

as it was then constituted, was given as beirg-located at 131-03-0CE end

13-13-27S, "Part of Section 103 hundred unnamed East of Adelaide River, County

of Pelmerston, and being part of the land ccuprised in miscellaneous Lease

No. 97 entered in the Register Book of Crown Leeses, Valume 3A, Folio 17."

The land ccomprised about three acres situeted on two slight elevations and

bisected by the "0ld Mount Bundy Rcad", no longer in use.

Hclalno stated that
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tﬁe builldings had bee; capouflaged by the AlliedVWOrk51C0uncil personnel witn
a spray Job of green and brown shades in irreguler patches. Roof edges were
staggered to preclude straight lines. The station had an electric eand a
kerosene fefrigérator, the-latter having been left by the former Naval Observer
at Darwin to be turned over to the first U. S. Navy activity returning to the
area.
In another, and apparéntly more informel letter cf 15 May, ENS Goocdwin
described some of the difficulties and conditions being'encountered'by'the
station. They neé&ed clocks. The available electric clocks were unsble to keep
ccurate time on electrical current which varied between L5 and 52 cycles. - An
.‘qight-dvy pendulum clock simply wouldn't keep time. The teletype mechine was

a source of continual problems. The Army fepairman, assigned fé maintain ther

equipment, had been unable to_cbta£n spare parts for his own equiprent for

P . :

about & year and the improvised replacemant parts frequently broke dcwn. Fresh
" meat was usually avdilﬁble for issue six days out-of the week with tinned fish
provided on Friday. The cigargtte 1s8ue was thrwe cartons per monta end the
beer ration was one botile per man per ueek,rwneﬁ available. Cigarettes, besr,
and clothing we:re obtained frow the Army Quartcrmascer. Scaxe recreatvicn material
including books, a rad;o, and a phonograph,had been ootained from the Army and
the Red Cross. Bug-rroofing of buildings could only; be accamplished by use of
an extrerely fine mesh screen. Blackout of the operatlozs room was considered
practical ino that no direct light could bte seen fror the air. ERS Goodwlin alsc
stated his belie? that the station was‘the only one in the territory aot guard-
ed by sentries. Although no photogrephs of Adelaide River are avallable, the
drawingc in Appendix C gi§e sane idea of working conditions and what the sta-

tion loocked like.

It both of the 16 Mzay letters, ENS Goodwin listea the station's title as
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Fleet Raedio Unit, Adelaide River.
On 29 Mey, Fleet Radio Unit, SEVENTH Fleet (FRUJTHFLT) requested that }
CQYTTHFLT obtain authorization from the Army to up-grade the equipment on the

teletype circult between Adelaide River and Melbourne. .Traffic delivery weas

running 12 to 24 hours behind due to line problems, teletype failures, and the ki
lack of separate perforators. Teletype fellures were a particular problem g&.
since the Naval persounnel were not euthorized to make repairs or adjustments
on the machines; This service was provided by the U. S. Amy through the

Signal Officer at Base Section ONE, Da:wig. At this time, eleven receivers
were installed and 16 intercept operastors assigned ts cover the total inter-
cept mission. A memorandum from FRUTTHFLT to OP-20G listed Adelaide River's 7 P
.1ntercept mission at the time as follows:

i i

a. Mekasser, Ambon, Surabaya, Balikpapan, Menado,
and Magokwari - 6340/126804A

b. Surabaya, Saigon, Singapore, Manila, Davsao,
Makasser, Balikpapan and Taksao 56604/11320A
4 " c. Ambon and all primary and sccondary basea ]
in Banda and Arafuto Sea area Log92. 5J/8185J

d. Ambon, Surabaya, Balikpapan, Makassar, and
23rd Airflot (Kendari) L900J /9800J

e. 25th Base’ Force Manokwari, Detaclments of
25th Base Force and ships and units in area T755J

These circuits were covered continuously when audible. Traffic was forwarded
to Melbourne via teletype and photographed for OP-20G. On 21 June 19L3,

Adelaide River's equipment requirements znd assets were listed as follows:

Equipment Reguired On Boord

Receivers 18 9

RIP-5 15 8 L
Line amplifier 1 0 =
Tape recordel 1 0 i1
Tape pullers 2 0 s
W. U. typevriter 1 0 Fﬁ




0. 0.

P -
¥R @ @ i
I Equipment Eégt) Required On Board &
Frequency meter 1 s 4
Tube tester 4 L
Signal generator il 1
Typewriter (standard) 1 1
In a 5 August 1943 memorandum from CDR J. S. Holtwick, Jr., USN, e .

T

FRUTTHFLT, to the Chief of Staff, CMTTHEFLT, it was proposed that the

o

complement at Adelaide ﬁifﬁr be expanded by approximately lhrto 16 men,

in sdditlion to the probable establishtment of an additional station on
Thursday Island, off ;he tip of Cape York Peninsula, Queensland, counsisting
qf about 15 men. Personnel ard equipment were either available or enroute

to Australia to accamodate these proposed expansions but it would be

B s P i

' necessary to expand the operations spaces, mess hall, barracks, as well as
sanitery and étorage facilities atjhdelaide River to provide for & totel of

40 men. .This proposal was accepted and, on T August 1943, the Cammander,

S o

- Southwest Pacific Force requested the Australien Commonwealth Naval Board

——

i el - P 0

“to initiate immediate action for fhe Allied Works Council to provide the
required accomodations.

On 12 August, LTJG Goodwin forwerded an outline of an intercept coversge

4
b
plan for Ad=laide River based on this expension using 34 to 36 operators and Ei
16 standard high frequency receivers covering a frequency range between 4000 @4
and 7825 KEZ. The Naval address used for Adelaide River in this letter was: '
Fleet Radio Unit Detachment
Navy 2.5 .
FPO 3an Francisco : i
On 13 August, CDR Holtwick forwarded a letter to LTJG Goodwin which
reportedly conteined an instruction book for & Model DAEB-3 EFDF equipment 3

being sent to Adelaide River. LTJG Goodwln was instructed to carefully read i

the instruction book and then select 2 &ite 80 the ecquipment could be set up

immediately upoa errival.
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- In an undated rﬁ&ﬁrt believed to deal with the J(T;ctior of a eite for
the HFDF ipstallation, the Adelaide River district was described as consisting
of valley eand hill country varying from lightly wooded rises and hills to
steep cliffs and mountain ranges. Most of the valley flat lands consisted of
everything from broken shale and-red dirt to exkensive clay pans of gray
ﬁowder dust which flooded during the rainy season. The intercept station was
located on a series of lightly wooded hills and fiaes about three miles fram
Adelaide River center. Adjacént to the station was & large clay pan séme miles
in areas which had been used as an emergency landing strip during 1942 but was
abandoned since it could only be used during the dry season. During the wet
-season, it would flood to a deéth of 2 few inches with the unflooded earea
& turning into wet ciay while in the\dry season, tﬁe surraée twned to a povder
dry surface soll of lcw conductivi;y. However, even in tke dry season, water
could always berfouﬁd a few feet begghth the surface. It was decided that this
narticu¢ar clay pan would serve‘vell es an HFDF site; particularly since this
and ogﬁer clay pans in the area vera about the only flat areas of sufficient
size. This clay pan was sufficlently close to the staticn to permit using the
station's generators by running overhead pcwef lines to a polnt near the site
and underground the remaining distance. It was plznned to locate the HFDF
building on either a natural rise in the area or un & man-made rise to put it
gbove the water level in the wet seacson. One problem immediately arising the
construction of an HFDF bulilding was the lack of lumber f{or sheething of bulk-
‘heada and the roof because no saw mill was availeble. Lurmber for framing was
available using local busch timber stripped of its bark but corrugeted iron was
generally used as siding and roofing. Until sheathing lumber became avallstle,
it wes spparently planned to use palnted canvas. The regort mentioned soce

testing was accomplished using a smel) portablce HFDF set which had been furn-

ished to the station, perhaps the Model DAG set mentioned earlier. Recelving
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- .conditions were known to be good and no ddfficulty was expected with the

planned EFDF installation.

In September 1943, a 25'x25' cement-decked bullding wes constructed on
the porthwest cormer of the station to house the Model DAB HFDF equipment.
The ocite wes chogsen as being free of any interference but it canaot be
definitely stated that this was the clay pan area previously diecusaed. ‘This
HFDF equipment was reportedly used primarily to support the intercept missinn
by locating Japanese tragsmissions end did not participate in an HFDF net
except on rcquesff A nerrative written in August 1945 stated thet HFDF bear-

ings from the EFDF station at Exmouth Gulf were forwarded to the Royal Aus-

" tralien Air Force W/T (Wireless Telegraphy) Unit #2 or 5Slst Australian W/T

Section at Bachelor, Northern Territory, for use in conjuaction with their own.
\
The Exmouth Gulf bearings were then forwvarded to Adelaide River for delivery

s
to FRUMEL along with Adelaide River's bezrings. Oa 30 Rovember 1943, FRUTTEFLT

geve the DAB's coordinates as 13-13-275 131-07-53E (225 yards due west of the

intercept station measured by pécinéjl As of 15 Jenuary 19k, it was repcrted
that vork had been campleted and the DAB was functioning although its accuracy
vas yet to be checked out. In Decexber 194, this DAB vas diswantled and
reportedly shipped to Manus Island for installetior. Hovever, & 10 May 1945
FRUTTHFLT news memorandun reported that the Model DAE EFDF equipment at
Adelside River had been disﬁnntled and returned to Melbourme for the_ultimate'
purpcse of btelng turned over to the Australianms but after the equipment had been
checked over by the electronics repair personnel, it was stored in a werehouse
because the Royal Australian Navy advised they couldn't use it. In addition,
referencé was found in FRUMEL files to & L November 194k message which report-
edly deleted Adelaide River from the Mid-Pacific Strategic HFDF Net but, es

stated, other notations in Adelalde River files stated that the EFDF site
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-ﬁarticipated in & net only upon request. IE
LTJG Goodwln was also informed of thc shipment of two Diesel gererators;
one slated for Adelaide River and the seccond for a flunned intercept and HFDF
station at Cookiown. The briginal geverating plant prévided for the station
had consisted of two 5 KVA and.one 18.95 KVA gasolin=-powercd generators. Due 'h,
to problems in.obtaining spare partc and increasing station power requiremeats, F?
the 18.5 KVA generator was ultimately replaced by the 18 KVA Diesel unit with
the two 5 KVA gasoline units in standby. In June i9hh, e 20KVA 6656/&&GV
transformer wes igstalled by the Allied Works Council. Thise power source was B
capablé of handling the station's total power requirements with the exception é?
_‘or the transmitter site at the Mount Bundy Homestead.
There was apparently scme bur'_ea.ucratic foot-dragging regarding the con-

\ :
struction work required by the planned expension of Adelaide River because work "k
i = =

Kl

had not started as of 2 October 1943, and no projected initiation date wus

LI e

Shde L SRR oy

___.avellable. Six men kad already‘b?en,transfcrred to Adelaide River in antici-
pation of the expansion and there yaé-con:ern that the impending rainy season
would set in before the work was cdnpleted. In a 6 October 1943 Allied Works
Council letter to the NOIC, ﬁaval Beadquarters, Derwin, £he expansicn project A _ F?
was estimated at b 2,160. On 16 November,, FRUTTEFLT reported to COMTTEFLT
that the bfanch of the Allied Works Council scheduled to handle the Adelaide
River expansion construction still had not received any word about the project
For this reason, the U. S. Navy Liaison Officef, believed to be at Derwin, had -
forwarded a request on 13 November to COMTTEFLT requesting authorization to 1

employ 20 Construction Battalion (SEABEE) personnel to cozplete the project. 1

Tols request was apparently approved because on 1y December, 1t was reported

that work on the expansion of facilities at Adelaide River, including the

installation of the Model DAB HFDF equipment had been started by SEABEE
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. Sersonnel. As of 15;&anuary 194k, the work hed been completed by personnel
of the 8Lth Construction Battalion from Darwin and from the Allied Works
Council, Adelaide River.

Water continued to bé a problem for the station. .On 3 March 1944, LTJG
Goodwin forwarded a letter to the Superintending Engineer, Allied Works

Council, Adelaide ﬁiver, stating the existing water supply was inadequate.

A ) Ay i e = : - ; o e B - SICNpRRm—— “/_‘\‘—.-—-—-a——'......__..-_... P
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Ee cited a requirement for 2,000-3,000 gallons of weter per day wvhich required

the existing pumping station to operate 10-15 hours per day. In addition, the

pump had broken down after only three months of operations; probably due to

undue vear and tear and its beirng improperly mounted. Reference was also made

to the extremely poor quality of the well water available and heavy sedimen-

tation. This well had been drilled to & depth of 106 feet in July 1943 to

N

replace the temporary water system which had drawn water directly from the
s : B

Adelaide River.

L FRUTTEFLT news memorandum for the period 16 April-16 Mey 1344 made refer-

ence to LTJG Raymond Ketzenberger ha&ing relieved LTJG Goodwin during the lat
TAD to Melbourne. It was reported that LTJG Katzenberger would remain at the
station as AOIC until needed to fill another billet.

On 11 July 1944, FRUTTHFLT submitted,a.request to COMTTHFLT for &n

additional teletype line between FRUTTHFLT end Adelaide River. Heavy traffic

ter's

volumes plus frequent outages were resulting in a considerable volume of back-

logged intercepted material having to be forwarded to FRUTTHFLT by airmal wni
was coonsidered unsatisfactorily slow. There was reportedly an existing Army

channel between Adelaide River and Melbourne which carried little traffic and

cn

it was thought thet the Army would be willing to transfer control of the channel

to the Navy if the Navy would agree to handle the Army's small volume of traf

A further up-grade of communications at Adelalde River was discussed ia

fic.

ano
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8 October FRUTTHFLT etter to COMTTHFLT citing Assisé%.t Director of Naval

Communications (OP-20G) messages outlining a project for the installation

of radioteletype facilities to establish a direct link between Adelaide River
and Guem. It wes requested that COMTTEFLT authorize COMSERVTTEFLT to initiate
action to obtain the required land, buildings, end power, end the installation
of the equipment. An increase of 18 men in the station's Allowasnce was pro-
Jected. In support of this requirement, additional land for the transmitter
site was acquired at the Mount Bundy Eomestead about 2100 feet frcm the inter-
cept station. After being taken over by the Australian Army in 1942, & dance
pavilion (3&'#57'7with a cement floor) and a 12'x25' cook house had been con-
‘structed and the old hcwestead itself repaired. The property had been subse-
quently returned to the station magager frcm vhom the prcperty; consisting of
the three buildings and about eigh%\gcres, was leased to the U. S. Navy through

the Deputy Director of HEirings for E1lO Australian for the duratioan of the war

_ and six months thereafter or until released by the U. S. Navy.

———

-~

Although the land had been aéquired for the transmitter site, difficulties
were experienced in obtaining l;bor to construct the additional barracks and
buildings required to accomodate the increases in personnel and equipment.
CCHSERVTTHFLT could not provide personnel and therefore requested Commander,
Task Group, Freemantle, to dismantle six duonset huts and ship them to Adelaide
River along with a construction crew of eight men to set them up. These huts
were considered by the station to be unsuitable for the type work being cdoae and
even less sultable for barracks. When the huts finally arrived, only two were
ever set up; the wooden portions of the remainder having been largely destroyed
by termites. In the interim, Adelelde River gathered material and equipmeat from
the Allied Wérks Council and, using station forces, begen construction of tne
transmitter's antenna facilities. Four carpenters were obtained fram the Naval

Section Base, Darwin, to enclose the dance pavilion witn asbestos cemeat siding

0014

13

‘_"l?“-)' 5 ..'r‘-‘———

T




%,: 9

and wire screen. Fifteen additional men were obtained from Darwin and
construction was started om a barracks (20'x60'), officers' quarters
(20'x30'), &n operations btullding (20'x35") and en sddition to the galley.
This construction ccmmenced in late December lghh and wes completed by 5
Februery l9h5 with the exception of small details. The transmitting and
receiving rhombic entennas and control lires from the intercept station to
fhe transmitter building at Mount Bundy bhad been erected and completed by
station persoanel by mid-January 1945. The transmitter arrived in late Jan-
uary and was instgiled by station forcga. Two 75 KVAKDiesel generators were
~obtained when the Section Base at Darwin was disestablished to replace the
-18.5 KVA gasoline-powvered generator originally provided with the transmitter
and which had.broven inadequate. ‘All teletfpe ﬁachiﬁes wvere installed in the

\

transmitter bulilding. Additional teletype and scrambler personnel were

£

received from FRUMEL and, after some testing in April, the ‘Adelaide River-Gueam

. radioteletype circuit was activeted on 7 May 1945 when the first "SAGA"L was

put on the air.
The 8 October FRUTTEFLT letter also mentioned that LTJG Raymond Sylvester
Katzenberger, USN, was under orders to Adelaide Ri#er as Officer in Charge,
relieving LTJG Goodwiﬁ. The change of command reportedly took place on 29
October 194k,

On 3 December l;hh, FRUTTHFLT requested COMSERVTTHFLT assign & pharmacist's
mate to Adelaide River. The letter stated that the station hed & complement of
two officers and 48 enlisted personnel and was scheduled to receive 13 edditional
enlisted perscnnel for a total of 63 wmen. This, in addition to the staticn beinz
located scme 80 miles from the nearest medical doctor and medical attention vas
sometimes delayed by izpasseble roads during the rainy season, required the

assignment of the pharmacist's mate.
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In a 26 JanuarycgahS memorandum from FRUTTHFLT té&%P-EOG, Adelaide

River's communications were discussed et some length. Lendline communications
to Adelaide River from Melbourne consisted of two lines (#755 and #1718)
leased from the Australian.government for $131,L44L per yeaer and outages were
frequent. During the period 27 December 1944 fhrough 1k Jenuary 1945, routine
outeges totaled 170 hours ard 4l minutes. Aside from the monetary cost these
outages represented was the fact that the tranSmission of important material

was being delaysd. Work was underway on installing the equipment for the

 Adelaide River-Guaﬁ radioteletype circult but installation operations were

' operating under the hendicap of being about 80 miles from "eivilization" at

‘the.Section Base in Darwin which was itself in the process of being disestab-

lished which would leave Adelaide River without support. The letter also
- l“
contained scame general reccmmendations impacting on the communications plan

S

for the transmissioh of raw material 'in the Pacific area as g whole. It was

proposed that:
' a. A radioteletype cif&uiﬁ_between Adelaide River and FRIMEL be
established as well es to Guam, with a high-speed radiotelegraph return circuit.

b. Adelaide River transmit scrémbledrrav material two ways simul-
taneously; north to Guam and south to FRUMEL'

c. The proposal to establish a teletype circuit between FRIMEL and
FRUPAC be abandcned and the existing high-speed radiotelegraph circuit be
retained. J

d. That FRUAD retransmit Adelaide River's scrambled rawv material cn
to FRUPAC or continue to transmit the material over the Army/Brisbane circuit.

e. Establish a cne-way radioteletype circuit (originally plemned for
FRUMEL /FRUPAC) parallel to an existing two-way radiotelegrapt
circuit. The radioteletype circuit would handle scrambled raw material earnd
the radiotelegraph circuit would handle Colombo ((Ceylon)) end FRUMEL technical
and administrative traffic.

It was believed this would result in a more rapid and comsistent flow of traffic
from FRUMEL to NEGATl with no delays in raw material from Adelalde River,

- e wm e e e o o m e e e e e m e e e e e e e e e e o m e = = m m m = - -

l. Washington, D. C.
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expeditiously direct to NEGAT.

On 15 February 19%5, it was reported that the Adelaide River station
totaled scme 25 acres in aree. Of this area, 17 acres had been obtained
through the "DAD" Hirings, Northern Territory Force, operating for the
Commonwealth Government, National Security Regulations #5, while the re-
maining eight acres had been obtained by leasing the Mount Bundy Homesteed
for the duration and six months thereafter.

In & 24 February 1945 FRUTTHFLT addenda to the FRUMEL Newsletter, the
followlng was written about Adelaide River;

"Adelaide River is getting to be quite a place. The Navy Section
Base at Darwin is being abandonedrleaviug our supplementary a£ation very much
on theirlown; ’Situated as they a%e, sowe nlpety miles inl;nd, that statement
.means Just that. This station, fr&h now on, will be completely self-sustaining.
Flood must be ordere_:d months ahead - supplies'of all kinds m;xst te cerefully
“anticipated and o?dered in quagzity{fnd far enough in advance of requiremeﬁts'
to allow for both slow deliveries and unexpected losses through mis-routing,
pilferage, etc. It is hard to visualize to what camplete detail planning must
be done s0 thaﬁ a station so thoroughly isolated as Adelaide River cen function
wvithout 1nterruption..ﬂ..."2 '

As indicated, one of the biggest problems encountered by the station
during its exiestence was that of tr335pqrtation. It was often necessary to
send trucks to Alice Spriogs to pick up vital’equipment being shipped from the
Naval Supply Dépot, Melbourne, in order to speed up delivery. The shipping

time from Melbourne and Alice Springs vie rall varried frcam three to four weeks

plus two additionsl weeks to move the material via convoy from Alice Springs to

Adelaide River. Using station trucks, the trip of approximately 850 miles (cne-

- e e Em e e e e W @ e e e S S e M M Em m e mm m m m e e M e m Em Em om w m m S ow = o=

1. An Australian station on the east coast of Queensland near Halifax Bay
2. See Appendix D for layout of station
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way) could be made fgziwo days without stopping. Mnt%ﬁial shipped via rail
g ! ’ ' :
often suffered dermaged due to rough handling if not securely packed. In .
1945, mall was reportedly delivered and picked-up twice a week, on Tuesdays

and Saturdays, by an alrcraft operated by Qantas Airways personnel. Officer

22

messenger mall took frow one to three weeks from Melbournme largely due to the

g

lack of officer personnel and transportation.

ik 7, vl

C o~

Reference was noted to an 0P-20G news memorandum for the period.l-ls
March 1945 which listed the station designator "AA" for Adelaide River.
On 2 April, éﬁ OP-20G note mentioned that Adelaide River had been assigned

the callsign VKQ, an Australien cellsign, vice NAY, a U. S. Navy callsign, due

ﬂ' e B

*to a mutual consent esgreement apperently reached early in the war between

CQMTTHEFLT and the Director of Naval Communications, Royal Australian Navy.
\\:-
As previously stated, Adelaide River's primery assignment was coverage of

-

Jepanese communications in the islends north of Australie, as well es the

btz 2

Jepanese fleets operating in these areas, and search for new camrunications

— i

-Eircuits. All intercepied traffic wﬁs forwarded via lezsed landlines directly
to FRUMEL for processing end enalysis. The Jepanese circuits being covered ty
Adelaide River were primarily found between 3500 and 7825 KHZ with coverage

governed by general activity and priorities assigned by FRUMEL. The most

T

efficient coverzge was obtained by using ‘two receivers and onme operator. The z
teletype equipment for forwarding the intercepted material to FRUMEL was also
operated by Radio Intelligence personnel. By M2y 1945, there were 68 operations
personnel on board v;th L3 assigned to intercept, eight to teletype operatiocms,
elght to scrambler operations, five to operste general service circuits, and
four supervisors. A 17 May letter from FRUTTHFLT to CQMTTEFLT reported an
overall totel of three officers and 73 enlisted personnel on board Adelalde

River. : )
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On 33 Mey, Opejzgﬁonal control of Adelaide Riveﬁi@as shifted over from
FRUMEL to f‘RUPAC. With this change, intercepted traffic was scrambled and
transmitted over the Adelaide River-Guem circult for retransmission to-FRUPAC.
When this circgit was established, all teletypcs and scramblers vere relocated
into the tracsmitter building af the Mount Bunﬁy Homestead. Intercepted traffic
wvas delivered by messenger from the intercept building to the ccamunications
building. A desk man sorted out the traffic according to precedeuce, assigned

message numbers, and then sent the traffic to the teletypes for transmission

‘to FRUMEL. The tapes were then forwarded to the scramblers for encryption

and subsequent transmission to FRUPAC via Guam. It was estimated thet, on

- the average, inﬁercepted traffic was transmitted to FRUPAC within 45 minutes

of its leaving the intercept building. During the period 7 May through 23
5 \\>
August 1945, it was reported that.the average group count was 20,450 per day

excluding the traffic relayed to FRUMEL for transmission to Washington and

Honolulu, a volﬁmg estimated at 8,500 groups per day. This was not the total

average dally intercept volume b;caﬁse traffic intercepted from two weather

circuits was rputinely mailed to Honolulu. From epproxirately March thrﬁugh
August 1945, the station reportedly intercepted an average of 760 messages per
day with 2 daily low.of 355 and a high of 1,24k messages observed during the
period. ' ;

Reliable coxmmunications under less than optimur weather conditions called
for ingenuity. Faced with problems of scrambler tapes becoming limp from the
bumidity resulting in spurous impulses being transmitted through the trensmitter
head, the station constructed a "hot box" coﬁsisting of & wvooden box divided in
half. The lover portion contained light bulbs which were left on at all times
to warm the upper helf in which the scrambler tapes were placed to keep warm
and dry until transmitted. |

18

0013

EYE At
PR TS -

T

T

e, i
2




--gent to Brisbane in the interim.”

‘l%ﬂka ‘?lffl

As thé war iixiz} Pacific moved nearer Jepan, &Eakions, now in the
rear areas, were decommissioned and new ones estsblished in forward aresas.

On 17 June 1945, FRUMEL resporded to & COMSERVTTHFLT airmsilgram stating that
there were no plans to deccmmission Adelalde River until, "...exigencies of
wvar permit.”

Due to its isolation, Adelaide River had been assigned a pharmacist's
mate. However, on 20 June 1945, FRUMEL reportea that the pharmacist's mate
on board Adelside River wﬁs-temperementally unsuited for the dgty and lacked
sufficient medicgl knowledge to assume responsibility for a large number of
personnel on isclated duty. .It was requested t&ai a warrant or chief pharma-
cist's mate capable of assuming the camplete dﬁties of & ﬁedical officer be
assigned to the étation. The doctor essigned to the'Navj Section Base, Navy
2&5,Darwiﬂ,‘was being reas;ignedjfpresumably in conjunction with the dises-

tablishment of the, base, which left-Adelaide River with no hospitael facilities

or campetent medical attention. Persconel with medicsl problexs had to be

P

On 22 June, it was reported that the station had 30 receivers available
and ten positions were being manned. The station had logistic facilities for

a maximum of 110 men.which could be expanded to 190 with additional bunks.

Intercept facilities could be expanded tb 7O positions within existing operations

spaces.

On the humorous side, a 24 July 1945 FR'MEL news memorandum reported that

Adelaide River had formed & dance band using funds obtained from Canteen profits

for the station musicians. FRUMEL cocmented thet it wes not clear with vwhom
they were going to dance as it was understood thet the kangaroos in the area
used a step that was difficult to follow.

On 29 July, Adelaide River was assigned the address "Navy 173" wifh the

decommissioning of Navy Section Base, Navy 243, Darwin.
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With the end of“the war, action to dcconmission@elaide River was
initiated. On 6 September 1945, a message from OP-20G to FRUMEL asked,
"...whether you ((presumebly the Australian Armed Forces)) wish to take over
Adelaide River.before we gbandon it...". FRUMEL responded on 7 September
by saying, "Do not see why you éhould coutinue.being inconvenienced indefinitely,
therefore, suggest you withdraw United States Naval perscnnel when they are
necessary.....Chances of taking over Adelaide River in near future appear
negligible. No proposasls have been received from London." -

Action to clouse Adelaide River ﬁas initiated shortly thereafter. On 21
September, the U. S. Neval Detachment, FRUMEL, repérted to OP-20G and FRUPAC

" that the eguipment had been removed from Adelalde River end was being loaded
at Darwin for shipment to the Naval Supply Depot, Brisbane. Personnel were
elther a.l_ready enroute or at least scheduled to return to M-lbourne, the lest

- to arrive by 30 September, where they would await orders end transportation.

On 21 September 1945, the Officer in Charge, U. S. Navel Detachment,

- Fleet Redio Unit, Navy 135 (FRUMEL) officially reported to the Commander,

U. S. HavalrForces, Austral;a/New Guinea, .that the Officer in Charge, U. S.
Naval Supplementary Radio Station, Adelaide River, Northern Territory, had
reported the station ‘decommissioned effective 21 September. All U. S. Navy
material end equipment hed been removed ;.nd personnel had departed. On 17
October 1945, the return of the property to Australian coantrol was acknowledged
by COL A. V. Burgess, assigned to the Headqus:rters, Northern Territory Force,

Australian Military Forces.

20 0021

¥
3

Bt i

P

-




RS

e

r E
N . . i 3 p—— b l
& " N T e e T . S\
o g g = AT - ey e
P ¥ o
v PR e 2 : "
' . . . -
£ A 'L Y R frovems
M X P = PUIR R AR RAL Pie *-""-.-' g
2 b At aa il i
r & % i L e ;ﬂu' abn = el e -n:‘)::l e '
: lare - S ” Ao 1 AN Nt womaw
c D A ' Basanty g I e - wEAn ALY
T | A N > “Orartm ey e e
, i £ A - gt S
A L I » T Y _
!;_?__i_‘___. _9_____._-- —_— » amg? s,
; b b < e b Wy . . "
i Lo, LU P oamivne D
i W ° [—
] AU ity
. 4 . THARGAR e
. N Carpdis e - -
t P ‘ et Tatnn i
Ay s . R,
l AR LA . .. A
i . g M i " l.-.d. 2
3 g | Lobang !
'

T T I

! gt mune
: 5 B b A PULAU
! . $ g e uw:a PR ALIAN
e . o ST el % =X
hals LI Bl 7 pens i o N ‘“;u'
s‘.; L= AR
TR -

L 4

» tninalahs

X i — e
[P EC pee 2 . e
Aasoid T R e | .
‘!‘:““’ 1 ey’l-":}..u.. > = Pt flate
. LS aaih .
T .
INE \ ! 3
" A .
\ .
v \‘_‘9\_1‘}‘“ ~ )
B b | RS . ] n 1
' \'\"n.?:"'.'\ h\""\ A R A F L.
¢ ;\_',9"
.
~ Y
\r
Iy g
\.
; : oy
s £
LA A an pasin A Fy peass )
: 5 T it s e
; . A
. B - p_—
.Y jMELVILLE SLAND.. 3
iy ~ _ ABORICIMAL
e .- » mESCAVE e
s - PR &
L ST
Caman manl
i %

r
ot ALY 4
]

G
-lu-ty‘- Dd:"
. ‘vj . M

-1
Podinans 4, 4

A 1%

Tl
L 1
R_ 7’
" Tha
i 2
e .- &
= _ s
.
© N Teanie shason 1
T a sy Avwemw
- 4
.
i
£
=

. edemminil GRCQTE
4 aesgmvae 27} AMDT

T

Pranm cave  wland bepulauan fansbaaes
ChiliS cape  aland ity
o 1ulh Kap ek [CITN
AN vaba  evla LT
ANy Ads o e s
Fuos compliste nbos .oy ou grasge Io &

_ 0022




R

Name Rank/Rate - Service Date Assigned .
Allen, Astor B. 625-02-21 RM42 USNR mid-1943
Allison, Sherman Harold 875-50-40 RM3 USNR  o/e 10 Oct b
Baisden, Arthur D. 755+«79-17 M3 USNR mid-19L43
Bareilles, John L. 376-61-90 RM2 USN mid-1943
Bissell, Chester H. 375-62-98 RMC(AA) USN o/a 20 Apr 43
Boots, Donald Eugene 618-48-05 RM2 USNR o/a T May Lk
Bryan, Edward (n) 214-54-30 RMC(AA) USN o/a 4 May U3
Burnett, Sidney Addison 156999 RADELEC~ USN 12 Mar 43
Callaway, Donald G., Jr. 6LL-67-06 RM2 USNR o/a 14 Nov 43
Clendernen, Marian Bradford 356-77-99 RM3 USN o/a 4 May L3
' RM2 o/a 7 May Lk
Covey, Donald O. L14-31-38 RMC(AA) USNR o/a 2L Aug 43
Cyphers, Warren R. 316-97-43 RM3 USNR mid-1943
Day, Norman F. 663-11-6Y . RM2 USNR o/a 1k Nov 43
Dennis, Oran Herbert 625-26-49 ‘RM3 USNR . o/a 10 Oct Ak
~ Dillard, Everett A. N. 662-06-80  RM3 USN. o/a 20 Apr 43
) Duke, Carson R. 658-06-67 v §c2 USNR o/a 21 Oct Lk
! Escheck, Edwin 0O° 624 -77-54 RM3 USNR o/a 26 Sep U3
g Galloway, Wilmer J. 621 =72-96 RM3 USNR o/a 21 Oct Lk
: Gilbert, John M. 245-24-69 FM3 USNR o/a 21 Oct Lk
: Coodwin, Keith Bugene 196857 LTJG USN 23 Mar 43
Grafing, John Richard 710-19-98 RM3 USNR of/a T May L
Gribbin, Harry James B75-4k-37 RM3 USNR o/a T May Uk
Hall, Harold Louis 857-01-17 RM3 USNR o/a 10 Oct kb
lelms, Harvey M., Jr. 272 -86-55 RM3 USN o/a 14 Nov 43
Higgins, Lee D. 624 -87-31 RM3 USNR o/a 24 Aug 43
Johnston, Mark E, 726-60-69 RM3 USNR o/a 21 Oct Lk
. Katzenberger, Raymond S. 196925 LTJG USN T Mar ubL
o Keefer, David N. 300-80-33 RM3 USN o/a 20 Aor 43
% RM2 o/a 21 Oct Lk
% Kelley, Robert G. 606-08-39 RM2 USNR o/a 24 Aug 43
Kenley, Roy E., Jr. 633-38-38 RM3 USNR o/a 24 Aug 43
= Ketcham, Darrell E. 368-02-10 RM1 USNR o/o 24 Aug L3
Ledford, Carvel Stokes 267-57-98 PhM1 USNR 4 Feb L5
Leonard, Warren D. 618-40-77 RM2 USNR o/a 26 Sep 43
. Lowery, Joel William, Jr. 271-83-21 MMC(PA) USN prob Mar 43
o Makerevich, Stephen J. L00-41-83 RM1 ' USNR o/a 26 Sep 43
o |
N
. W
THiE E g ARy B

PERSONNzLxg

Svc/File Number

Remarks
/"'-
e 2
£
s
Note 1
Note 2

apparently second tow

Note 3

Note L

~

apparently second tow /3

detached o/a 1 Aug 43

Note 5
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Name Sve/File Number Rank/Rate Service Date Assigned Remarks
Mallory, George Joseph 328-0L4-TL RM3 USN . ofa T May Lk possibly previously
assigned in Apr L3
Mandell, Jacob (n) 4L01-97-07 RM1 USNR  o/a 4 May 43
McéBride, Don (n) 616-59-68 RM3 USNR o/a 24 Aug 43
Moore,- James B. 606-16-23 RM2 USNR o/a 26 Sep 43
Moore, Verlon Nathon 347-04 -1 RM2 USN o/a 7 May bl
Murphy, Samuel Alfred 628-31-5k RM3 USNR o/a T May Ll
Neels, William "B", Jr. 554 -20-67 RM3 USNR  o/a 21 Oct Lk
Novak, Antone (n) 156879 LTJG USN - 27 Jan L5 Note 6 :
Pohlson, Rossmoyne H. 382-81-38 M2 USN o/a 24 Aug 43 @
Pullin, Charles Raymond 856-63-30 RM3 USKR o/a 10 Oct ub ;
Robertson, Donald L. 382-89-23 RM2 USN of/e 26 Sep 43’
Rosenthal, Jesmes Frank 874-75-10 RM3 USNR o/a 11 Oct Lk
i Salisbury, Earl C. 638-34-20 RML USNR o/a 26 Sep 43
| Santhany, Laverne R. 860-97-34 RM3 USNR  o/a 21 Oct Lk
: Schaller, Michael G. 622-58-47 - RM2 USNR o/a 21 Oct Ll
; Shaw, Herbert B. 654-77-31 HM3 .~ USNR o/a 14 Nov 43
e Shewmaker, James V., Jr. 633-43-75 ; M2 “ USNR o/a 14 Nov 43
5 Shook, Clement P. 664 -48-T2 RM3 USNR of/a Lk May L3 ,
; Sims, Francis "K" 562-79-16 SC3 USNR o/a 20 Apr 43 Note 7
Smith, Archie Elmer 382-96-87 RM3 USN o/a 7 May Lk
Smith, William S. 356-18-21 MM2 USN o/a 20 Apr 43
Springman, LeRoy A. 863-61-52 RM3 USNR o/a 2L Oct Lk ;
_ Smithers, Harry A. 376-58-28 RM3 USN o/a 20 Apr U3
| Taylor, Robert H. 664 -14 -81 RM2 - USNR of/a 21 Oct Lk
i Tourville, Lloyd Alexander 328-40-18 MML USNR 6 Jan L5 transferred when the
station decommissior@
‘ Town, Fair E. 321-40-26 s2/ec USN o/a 23 Mar L3
: " Thorsen, Robert Roy 376-88-k1 M3 USNR o/a 10 Oct Lk
L Tucker, William Clarence 663-26-12 MM3 USNR o/a 21 Oct Lk was MM2(T) in Jul u)
| Underwood, "R" "J" T 625-04-16 RM2 USNR o/a 1k Nov 43 T
g Vernon, Charles H. 640-62-82 RM2 USNR o/a 1L Nov h3 G
o Walker, William R. 662-55-76 RM2 USNR o/a 21 Oct Ll oy
; Wall, Jack J. 376-63-12 RM2 USN o/a 14 Nov L3 .
; = Wallace, Donald M. 2L 7-82-07 RM3 USN o/a 26 Sep U3
r Walters, Herbert C. 660-30-70 M3 USNR o/a 26 Sep 43
: Waters, Williem A, 633-19-18 RM3 USNR o/a 24 Aug 43
‘ Wilson, Jack James 633-82-73 RM2 USNR o/a T May bLbh
| gg Woodruff, John F. 553-01-86 81/c(RM) USNR  mid-1943
LN .
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NOTE 1:

NOTE 2:

NOTE 3:

NOTE k:

Edward (n) Bryan was subsequently promoted to RMC(PA) prior to FeEruary 1945, at which time he
had reportedly been aesigned to FRUTTHFLT since September 1941, Assigned to Adelalde River on or
about 4 May 1943 as an RMC(AA), it is believed that he was detached on 15 January 19hb.

Sidney Addison Burnett enlisted in the Navy about 1927. On 6 June 1942, he was appointed as a
Warrant Radio Electrician from Chief Radicman. On 12 March 1943, he was transferred from FRU7TTHFLS
to Adelaide River, possibly only to assist in the commissioning of the station since a reference
was noted indicating that he was to depart the station around May 1943. Regardless of when he
departed Adelaide River, it 1s known that he was assigned as OIC; FRUDET, Cooktown, Queensland,

f/ -

in February 1944, and apparently served there until July 194l when he was relieved by LTJG Katzerkia

berger. l!e departed FRUTTHFLT about 17 August 194h for assignment in Washington, D. C., until
26 October 1944 when he wes transferred to. . On 6 June 1945, he was reassigned °

A 7 .June 1946 letter reported he was serving as AOIC . ~_and
planned to transfer to the Fleet Reserve in 1947. A 21 September 1951 letter containing a request
for change of rate from RMC to CTC mentioned that Burnett had served in radio intelligence work
from 1932 to 1947 and again from 1950 to the date of the letter. It 15 assumed that Burnett
transferred to the Fleet Reserve in l9h7 and was-recalled or volunteered to come back on active
duty in 1950 with the outbreak of the Korean War,

Keith Eugene Goodwin was an RMC(PA) during the period June 194l through January 1943 when he was
assigned as Radioman In Charge of the HFDF station at Cheltenham, Maryland. According to a letter
dated 10 August 1942, he had been in the Navy for 19 years at that time with 14 years assigned to
radio intelligence work. He was commissioned as ENS on 19 January 1943 (DOR 15 June 1942), pro-
moted to LTJG on 1 May 1943 and LT on 1 July 194L. He was born on 26 January 1902 in Walloon
Leke, Michlgan, and joined the Navy on 26 December 191Y. From available information, it appears
that LTJG Goodwin served as Officer in Charge at Adelaide River continuously from 23 March 1943,

except for a period of TAD to FRUTTHFLT April-May 1lybh and a period of hospitalization about é?g

July 19L4L, until being relieved by LTJG Katzenberger on 29 October 194k,

Raymond Sylvester Katzenberger Jjoined the Navy on 19 April 1917 and was first assigned to radio
intelligence work in 1939. He was appointed as a Warrant Radio Electrician (RADELEC) on 25 June
1942, and promoted to CHRADELEC about 16 June 1943. Commissioned as EN3 with a date of raak of

15 May 1943, he was subsequently promoted to LTJG on 15 January 194l, and to LT on 1 June 19i5,

He was transferred from U. S, Naval Radio Activities, Bainbridge Island, Washington, on 6 October
1943 for assignment to FRUTTHFLT arriving in Melbourne in December. He was reassigned to Adelaide
River about 7 March 1944 and served temporarily as OIC during the period 10 April through late May
while LTJG Goodwin was TAD. He was transferred from Adelaide River on 1 July 194l to Cooktown,
arriving there 13 July 19hk, reportedly to assume the dutles as OIC, He was subsequently reassignes
back to Adelaide River, assuming the duties as OIC on 2y October 1944, and continued to serve in
thet capacity until the station was decoanmissioned in September 19LS.
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NOTE 5:

NOTE 6:

NOTE T7:

MMC(PA) Joel William Lowery, Jr. was probably in the initial party assigned to Adelaide River,

poesibly only to assist in its establishment since it is known that he departed the station on or

about 11 May 1943 and reported back to FRUTTHFLT on 15 May 1943. He was appointed as a Warrant

Machinist on 15 Junme 1943, and was assigned as AOIC, U. S. Naval Supplementary Radio Station,

Moorabbin, Victoria, Australia, on 22 July 1943. Promoted to CHMACH on 1 September 194L, he was ’

still assigned to FRUTTHFLT's complement in May 1945. CHMACH Lowery was born in Fairford, Alabama,

on 9 April 1901;‘, and joined the Navy on 15 February 1926. i - \
ol b ‘

LTJG Antone,(n) was the Chief Radioman in Charge of the intercept station on Corregidor from at

least 7 December 194l through 6 April 1942, when the last party evacuated the island. Appointed 65)

a warrant officer and subsequently commissioned, he wes assigned to the U. S. Naval Supplementary ‘%

Radio Station, Moorabin, during the period April 1942 through 30 November 19iL, serving from at

least 2) June 1943 as Officer in Charge. He was reassigned to Adelaide River on 27 January 1945

and served there until the station wes decommissioned.

Francis "X" Sims was assigned to Adelaide River as a Ship's Cook Third Class and served there
through at least mid-June 1945 by whicH time he had been promoted to SCl. He was promoted to
CSC(AA) on 1 October 1945, after having been transferred from Adelaide River. Ship's Cook Sims
may have been assigned to Adelaide Ri'ver the longest of any individual.
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