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Roport lo. 54 900 = Lavy. l?‘orﬁ-rdeﬁ-&-‘ﬁ-}
Japuan, 907 - Ccperations, -

iarch 10,_1937. 739 - Xovomenta,

Suerterly Report of lavsl activitles - 1 Dec.1936 - 28 Fed,1937.

Thore follows & quarterly surmzary of the sctivitles of the
Japunose XYleots and Yaval Stations for the first quurter of the
operatizg yoar 1U37:

CCHBIKED ¥LIUT.

Decenber 1v33 .

n 1 pocember the rew flcet organization waht into effect
slmultsneously with extensive pcrsonnol changes. - A1l units receined
in nome ports. C(Crews were granted leave ard liberty, and routins .
overhauls end repalrs wore made.

Jan 1937,

Vessels of the Combined Fleot remeired in home ports with the
following exceptions; On 28 Jarnuary Crudlv, eight, Einu (flag),
Hatorl end Yura proceeded to Terashima Channel. ©On 30 Jaruary airorart
cerrier Ryujo end orne destroyer, Yayol arrived at Ariake Bay, 1In
neither of these ceses was any explanstion published for these move-
ments, During the lutter part of the month Task Squadron Twelve,
Second Fleet, consisting of mineloyer, Ckinoshima (flag), seuplcne
terder Kermol, and Desdiv £8 éepertod for "operatiocn srounds'
undetermined area outside of Japeness waters,

%n S February aAdmiral Megano, ratiring Yavy Minister, assuned ] T
¢onriend over the Combined Fleet and First Fleet in succession to vice || =
Adnirel Yonal in his flegship, Mutsu, end by the following dsy ell '
units departed from home ports for Kyushu waters. .By 7 February the
Fleoats had ssgenbled, the Pirst Fleet at Ariske Bay, the Second at ~ |
Sukumo Bay efter the Com=ender in Chiof had given instructions to the
va:igg:guuit oom:andora for the coxmencanent of the rirut period of

tr .

Shortly after sarrival fleet aircraft wers sont astors to basos in
Bouthern Xyuashu, Prior to starting on stheduled practices an alr
poreds of Cozdbined Fleet alroraft wes held at shibushi, Ariake Bay.

On 16 February the First Flcet moved to Xagoshima Bay, the
Second to Beoppu, and on E2Z Februery the First Fleet moved to Sukumno
Ba?. the Jecond to A;l'inke Bﬂ?. :

Althouzh no reports on flcot activitiss were received during this
month it was apporent that the customary individual ship drills were
carried out in gunnery and torpedo prastices, Although the fleets
moved frojuently from one base to another it i1s bolieved thst this
was done only for the seke of famlliarization with different.
localitles and conditions,.

THIRD ZLTIET.

“In general, the unsettled conditions prnv_ilina alonz the entire i
lenzth of the Chinn coast during the last quarter of trelning year
1946 (see report lio. 314-26) subslded to a maorked cegroo,

Followins the easumption of command over the Flcet by vice
Acniral liesegpwa, former lavy Vice Minister, the concentretion of
forces erd landing party at Tolngteo (acs report lio. 309-36) wos
erodually withdrewn as conditions in the city beceme tranquil,
¢n 12-19 December crulsers liegera and Kuma were reczlled from Chirna
to Sasocbo and Fure reapeotivelf. crc 21 Deocomber Desdlv £2 wan
likewise rocalled to Sascbo., The landizng party was withérawn in
stages from 15 December to cazplets withdrawxol by 23 Docember,
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Subsequently it is bolleved that the Third Fleet operatad in
accordance with its prescribed schedule, no furthoer untoward incidant
taking plece in China. Flagship ldzwso, during January, mado a
cruise over tho ertire length or tho Chlna const, Among the ports of
call wers included Shuonghai, Keelung, Fooshow, u::oy, Bako, Swatow,
Canton end Takeo.

(n 4 Jenuary a lunding force party of 400 officers end men fron
vesscls of tks Third Floset woere roviewsd in shanghal by Viece idmiral
¥. Hasegawa, the Commander in Chief.

UAVAL STATICNS. .

585000 haval station, S . '

e 1irst tralning of the newly organizod Guard cnd Defense
.:qmdxona was carried out for a perlod of one weck fron 15 Decenmber
in Terashima Chnnml. '

The Defense squaa:ron held 1ts first individual trelning practice
Tor e pericd of one week froa 16 February in Torashinza Chanzel.

¢n 13 Japuary £3500 mon from the Training Station and station
vesacla were reviewsd by Vice Adairal K. Bhlozn.ra, the Commander irn

Chierf or t.ha ntution.

‘ Cn B rohruary over 50 pl:mes attzohed to alr ntationz und.er the
Jurisdiction of the Snsebo Eaval sution end Kotoro \mro reviewed
in an eir parudo. ;

!Nx'o rnvnl Btation. :
T Tn 15 Jenuary 2200 men in four battalions were roviewed by Yino
Adni:al T. Xato, Commander in Chief of the station. Cver fifty

- planes from the xurc and Seeki Ravel iir Stetions were simultansously

reviowed in en air parande.

cn 9 nbmnry the Defense Squadron carried out a yraouee
reforred to in the press as "under water blastinz™ noar Iwal-j}ima,
Iyo-nada. The exact nature of this practice is not known.

on 20 hbﬁary Joint Guard and peferse Squadron exarcises were
held in en eree extending from Hiroshima Bay to Iyo-nada.

" Yokosuka Naval Station.

Cnﬁd Jonuary over 4000 ren were reviewed by Vice Admiral
G. Hyekuteke, the Cormcncer in Chierf of the station. &izultaneously
over 100 plunu attacked to =ir stotions under the Jjurisdicticn of
Yokcsuka were roviswed in an alr parede. The lunding force reviewed
was reported to have included six meohire gun batidlions, a mounteln-
gun unit, a tank unit, zrd a carrier-pigeon uznit.
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SECRET-
In reply re.fer_to Initials NAVY DEPART_MENT
e OFFICE OF CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERA'I‘IONS
0P-20-GX
(2-27) WASHINGTON
8 May, 1937.
MEXORANDUM
- Reference: (a) NA/Tokyo Confidential Report, Serial No. 54, File -
No. 907-700, dated 10 March, 1937. Subject - Japan g
‘Navy - Operations. Subtitle - lMovements. ; iy
2 i. - It is evident tkat the JapaneSe Nafal'hinlstry is with - ';T?
.2 ___ holding much information relative to Fleet Lovements from the press - . ™~
and Naval Attaches. : ol T
2’ Paragraph'ﬁ of reference (a),'GdMBINED‘FLEET - January, O

1937, states vessels of the First and Second Fleets remained in
- port except: _

Crudiv 8 (KINU, NATORI, & YURA) proceeded to
Terashima Channel on 28 Jamary.

(1]

RYUJO (CV) and YAYOI (DD-Plane guard) arrlved
,Arlake Bay on 30 January.

(2)

Task Squadron Twelve, OKIYOSHIMA (MC) (Flag},
KAMOI (AV), and Desdiv 28 (DD-Plane Guards)

departed the latter part of January for

"undetermined area™ outside of Japanese Waters.

(3)

Se The Radio Intelligence Organization reports the following
movements of Units and vessels of the COMBINED FLEET, less vessels

mentioned in (1), (2), & (3), in paragraph 2:
15 Januafy

2nd FLEET Subdiv 29 left port for drills
" & L " returned to port




16 January .
: - 2nd FLEET Subdiv 29 (1ess I- 64) underway for drills off Sasebo 0800
% 52 ) i " L " returned to port (Sasebo) 1030
Ry 18Jmmmy
;‘ e 2nd FLEET HAGURO (CA) underway off Sasebo for drills 0800
Lo fig " o Subdiv 29 underway off Sasebo 0830
S R " n " " returned to port 1415
3l > 1lst FLEET Desdiv 30 (less UZUXI) arrived Sasebo 1715
e i 2nd FLEET HAGURO (CA) returned to port (Sasebo) 1800
) —3 19 January
;E 1st FLEET EYUGA (BB) Kure for Mitsuhama for exercises 0900
s gl " " . UZUKI (DD-Plane guard) shifts communications from
e Sasebo to Yokosuka Zones 1400
= f: 20 January
1 2nd FLEET Comerudiv 5 in HAGURO (CA) underway off Sasebo for
; exercises 0800
- " LN Comsubdiv 29 with Subdiv 29 underway off Sasebo for
3 ‘ exercises 0830
e e B L Comsubdiv 30 with Subdiv 30 underwayx off Sasebo for
" exercises 0830
Plaln language message from Commanding Officer UZUKI -
(DD-plane guard) to Comairron 1 and Comdesdiv 30, says,
" Encountered storm early morning 19th. Expect .
arrive Tateyama at 1300, Position at 0700
175 degrees, 15 miles, from Mae Point."
1st FLEET UZUKXI arrived Yokosuka 1420
2nd FLEET Comsubdiv 29 with Subdiv 29 returned to port (Sasebo) 1530
L i Comsubdiv 30 with Subdiv 30 returned to port (Sasebo) 1540
i " " 1630

Comecrudiv 5 in HAGURO (CA) Returned to port (Sasebo)

Page 2
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21 January

Comairron 2 in KAGA (CV) with SATSUKI (DD-Plane guard)
Sasebo for Terashima Channel

Comairron 1 in EOSHO (CV) Yokosuka for Tateyama

Comdesdiv 8 Yokosuka for Tokyo Ray

HARUNA (BB) Sasebo for Terashima Channel for exercises

Comsubron 2 in JINGEI (AS) Sasebo for Terashima Channel

Comairron 1 in HOSHO (CV) with UZUXI (DD-Flane guard)
. arrived Tateyama
Comsubron 2 in JINGEI (AS) arrived Terashima Channel
Comdesdiv 8 with Desdiv 8 arrived Tateyama
' Comdesdiv 7 with Desdiv 7 arrived Tateyama

22 January

Comdesdiv 8 with Desdiv 8 Tateyama Bay for Yokosuka
Comdesdiv 7 with Desdiv 7 Tateyama Bay for Yokosuka
UZUKI (DD-Plane Guard) Yokosuks for Tateyama
HARUNA (BB) Terashima Channel for Sasebo

Comsubdiv 29 with Subdiv 29 arrived Sasebo

HARUNA (BB) arrived Sasebo

23 January

Comdesron 1 in SEWDAI (CL) arrived Sasebo

. 88 Jénuary

Comairron 2 with Airron 2 (less FUMIZUKI, MINAZUXI, DD-
Plane Guards) Sasebo for Terashlma

Channel

CinC COMBINED FLEETS in LUTSU (BB) underway from Tokyo
Bay for YU U YU KU KI

Comsubdiv 12 with Subdiv 12 (less I-69) Kure for
Hiroshima Bay

Comsubdiv 12 with Subdiv 12 (less I-69) returned to Kure

Comairron 2 with Airron 2 (less FUMIZUKI, KINAZUKI)
arrived Terashima Channel

0800
0830
0830
0900
0900

1500
1630
1800
1900

0700
0730
0930
1000

- 18630

1630

1630

0800
0800

0810
1700

1920
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26 January

‘1st FLEET Comairron 1 with HOSEO (CV) and UZUXI (DD-Plane Guard)

Tateyama Bay for Yokosuka 1445
n n Comairron 1 with HOSHO (CV) and UZUKXI (DD-Plane Guard)
‘ arrived Yokosuka ‘1654
27 January
2nd Fleet Comsubdiv 12 with Subdiv 12 (less I-70) Kure for .
Hiroshima Bay 0810
2 1l & 2 FLTS MAMIYA (AF) Yokosuka for Hiroshima bay for drills 0830
- 2nd FLEET Comsubdiv 12 with Subdiv 12 (less I-70) returned to XKure 1600
"1 & 2 FLTS KAMIYA (AF) returned to Yokosuka - 1800
: : 28 Januagx s
2nd FLEET NACHI (cCA) underway off Sasebo for exercises 0830

" " Comsubdiv 12 with Subdiv 12 (less I-70) left port (Kure) 0830
. . Comsubdiv 12 with Subdiv 12 (less I-70) returned to Kure 1620

" " NACHI (CA) returned to Sasebo 1745
_ : 29 January
"3, 2nd FLEET Comsubdiv 12 with Subdiv 12 (less I-68) left port (Kure) 0800
- % ;;ﬁ: R Comsubdiv 12 with Subdiv 12 (less I-68) returmed to Kure 1730
o | ‘30 January
1st FLEET Comairron 1 with HOSHO (CV) and UZUKI (DD-Plane Guard) :
Yokosuka for Ariake Bay 1000
2nd FLEET Comsubdiv 12 with I-68 Kure for Hiroshima Bay 1015
" " Comsubron 2 with Subron 2 (less Subdiv 12) Sasebo for
Ariake Bay 1100
" L Comsubdiv 12 with I-68 returned to Kure 1330
3l January
2nd FLEET Comsubdiv 12 with Subdiv 12 Kure for Ariake Bay 0900
1st FLEET Comdesdiv 30 with Desdiv 30 (less YAYOl and UZUXI (DD-
Plane guards) Sasebo for Ariake Bay 1500
" L Desdivs 2 and 9 shifted communications from Yokosuka
to the SENDAI (CL) Zones 2100
Page 4
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30

4.

Jan

Jan

Jan -

Jan

Jan

Jan: .z

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

s the following moves during January:

SUMMARY.
(1) Crudiv 8 (YURA (Flag), KINU, NATORI) did not

proceed to Terashima Channel on 28 January.
The Light Cruisers or the whole Division made .

KINU Kure for Hiroshima Bay

 Comcrudiv 8 w1th Crudlv 8 (less KINU) arrived

Terashima Channel

‘KIHU arrlved Kure

‘iuomcrudlv 8 w1th Crudiv 8 (less KINU) Terashima Channel

for Sasebo

_Comcrudiv 8 W1th Crudiv 8 arrlved Kushikino anchorage

(2) The RYUJO (CV) and YAYOI (DD-Plane Guard) were
- .in Ariake Bay on 30 Jamuary. Their other move-
ments were as follows:

CRYUJO Kure for Ariake Bay
- YAYOI shifts communications to Sasebo zone

(This shift in communication zones, plus the fact
that the YAYOI is part of Desdiv 30 (Crash Divis-
ion for 1lst Airron) immediately indicates that the
two will be in company shortly).

YAYOI shifts comruanications from Sasebo to RYUJC zone
RYUJO arrived Ariake RBay
YAYOI arrived Ariake Bay

RYUJO and YAYOI left port (Ariake Bay) for exercises
RYUJO and YAYOI returned to port (Ariake Bay)

RYUJO and YAYOI underway (from Ariake Bay)
RYUJO and YAYOI returned to port (Arizke Bay)

0900

1800
1000

0730

1800

0800
1000

1600
1900
1900

0800
1150

0800
1700

RYUJO and YAYOI underway 0800 and returned (Ariake Bay) atl700

RYUJO and YAYOI underway 0800 and returned (Ariake Bay)at 1630

Page 5
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19 Jan

23 Jan

22 Jan

(3) Task Sguadron Twelve, composed of the OXINOSHINMA
(MC) (Flag), KAKOI (AV), and Desdiv 28 (YUNAGI &
ASANAGI (DD-Plane Guards)), probably departed on
2 February instead of the last of January. The
following movements on this force were intercept-
ed during Jamuary:

Plain language message from the Executive Officer of the
OKINOSHIMA to Commander Ominato Defense Force first gave
indication of possible movements by Task Squdaron 12.

It read as follows: ™ Inspection by Commandant (Ominato)

-afternoon of 22nd. Scheduled 1eave port on 26th."

YUNAGI shifts -communications from Sasebo to kaosuka zone 0800

"Comdesdlv 28 with Desdiv 28 arrlved kaosuka ’ 0730

(On 2 February a NI code (movement report code) was
received from Com.Task Sqdn. 12 which probably
announced the departure of the Force).

e T i T = S

A, J. Detzer L
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Japarneso Lavel Visit to the Nethorlands Zast Irdles

According to relinble infermaticn, the Japanese minelayer
(¥INCSIOVA nade a crulso to the Katherlands Zast Indies during the
early part of 1937: .

Fert Arrive Dopart _
Yenado 21 Fobruary £4 February
© Anbon 25 Fedruary 1l 'arch
Dobo £ lesroh B liarch
Ecola 6 Mearch B8 Merch

iKanckwari 9 Mareh 12 Karsh

Abcard the Ckinoshina (as passengors) wero: a representa=-
tive of the Japanose Forelgn Office, Mr, Tekezo Toko (a membor of the
Thixd Sectlon of tho Departnent of Burcpean-isiantic Affelrs), Cap-
tain Yasuo Inocuo (a Subt-pection Chief attached to the XKaval Ceneral
5taff), & Comaander Kobayashi ("Intelligence Section, laval (eneral
5taff” w-e no Commander Kobayashi listed in Navy- Bsiahr}, and
two other Naval officers who were not carried on the list of officers
and pmer:zurs sultmitted upon the arrival of the Ckinoahina at the
above portsa. ;

0ddly ercugh, the visit of tho Okinoshima mas made at the
very opportune tinme when the Xotlnmrlards Oovernment kad in progress
lezsl nmochimery to desiznate cortaln of the above rorts as ®closed”,
Throughout the stay of the fkinophi=a in Ketherlands East Indisn
territorial waters 1t was “eccompanied™ by tho lotherlands Zast
Indies sloop SCEIBA (1439 tons) which carried a Reer Admirl,

The above Rear Adziral, in his report, strosszsé mﬁ, while
the releticns betwoen tho porsonn el of the Ckinoshima and the Soazda
were extromely pleasant, in view of tho below listed aots and inol-

denta, in tho future puch "visits” be dlscouruged and kept to the
abzolute nininmum;

%hile iz Lerado, the Japaneso tock pound ngs mand carried
out extensive photography, ©specially of the harbor emd approaches
and the oil installaticns.

At Dobo, & group of officers evinced conalderable interest
in the stronzth and diaposition of ths polico and constabulary
forcos there. A reguost was made by this group to inspect the

- radlo station there, whioh was refused, The medical officer of
the Ckinosohina colleoted varicus (shore) wator samplen. while
in Dobo an inoldent that may or nay not hove boen considered
importarnt occurrod. Tho captein of a pearling boat (Selcho Lmru
Lo, 8) a ir. ToujJoichi Ycahida, whose cape {brawling) wes then
peudlzs, attonpted to atart a physical altercation with the

iothorlands residont Neval officer. The captain of the Ckinoshiza,

Cormander Croda (listed in 1337 lievy Register as Steff, Second
Fleot) requested the rosident officer's porsission for the Ckino-
shina to take Yoshida with them uyon their departure. This re-

quust wos repented ogalr cn tho day of the doparture of the
Ckinoshina,

s
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At Doela the Japanoso visitors evinoed great Intorsst in
the detells and fizurea of oil producticn and requeated samplos.
Doth reguests were roufused. A perty of Jupaness cfficers wore
yoraltted to make a “visit” to the oll installatlons, Uere
the two Japanese liaval officers who were nct carried on the
1ist of offlesrs submitted, acted suspiclously, avolding contuct
with the local Netherlands Zast Indies officlals und sot off
on a "hunting trip". (These cfficers woro urder constant sur-
veillence). According to the infer=ant, the oll faollitles of
this port huve boon kept quite scerct and ths authorities there
wors surprised at the oxtensive knowledge of thelr facilitles
by the Japane se. -
) The Okincahimn had made a reguest to be allowed to con-

tinue to use 31,10 meters for coxmmicaticns even though in
YNetherlards East Indian waters, 'This was grinted with the pro-
viso that no other wave lenzths be used for transission. Most
of the Okinoshima's transmissions were, howsver, on other wuve
lengths and on soveral occasions the Ckinoshima ealled a "secret
sddreas”., For obvicus reasorz no mention was mado of the Ckino-
shima's transgreasion of the eczznmunication agreement.

COMMENT;

The corulse of tho Ckinoshima to liethorlanis Zast Indian
waters and the characteristic Japanese "smooping® indulged in is
considered as illuminating in view cof Jupan's Socuthward Advence
prozram (Sea FA/Tokyo Report Xo. 108-37 of Aprll 17th), The
Jresence ap passencors sboard the (Okinoshima of the represcutatives
of tho Forelgn Cffice and the Naval Ganeral Staff indicates more
than a 1ittle interest in the ports vialted. The concluslon drawn
by the Ketherlands Adniral is corsidered as ropresentative of the
cfficlal Ketherlands Zast Indian opinion. :

Iic neva of the Ckinonhima's visit appeared in the Jopansces
préss at any tize. It 1s asmmed from tho ebove that the letierlands
Zast Indies (particularly the Navy there) were carryizg out sur-
veillaroe of the Jezpanese activities and radio interception =orz.

The formmer 1s bdrouzht out by the statemort cf the informant
that on a proviocus occasion during the viclt of a Jopamse Amy
officer (attmched to the Gensral Staff) to Dalikjapan, he recoived
54 visitors duri rg his four hour stay there ard thst the orfficials
there were very pleased as it gave then new inforanticn and clhocked
old information on the 54 "suspeots”,




