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U.S. Army civilians eliminate potential chemical hazards  
ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, 
Maryland – A group of seasoned 
U.S. Army civilians are often called to 
respond on short notice when sus-
pected recovered chemical material 
is discovered on formerly used mili-
tary sites and training ranges any-
where around the world. 
 
More than military remnants of a  
bygone era, these munitions can be 
as lethal as they were when they 
were first produced decades earlier – 
but they are no match for the Army 
civilians from the Chemical, Biologi-
cal, Radiological, Nuclear, Explo-
sives (CBRNE) Analytical and  
Remediation Activity, also known  
as CARA. 
 
An all Army civilian organization, 
CARA is home to many retired ser-
vice members and veterans who lev-
erage a vast amount of experience in 
CBRN, explosive ordnance disposal 
and laboratory operations to conduct 
emergency response missions for 
Recovered Chemical Warfare Materi-
al, technical escort of surety and non
-surety chemical material and mobile 
laboratory operations. 
 
CARA has two remediation response 
sections, CARA-East based on Aber-
deen Proving Ground and CARA-
West on Redstone Arsenal in Ala-
bama. During recent missions in Ari-
zona, Delaware, New Jersey, Hawaii 
and the U.S. Army Pacific area of 
responsibility, CARA teams have 
identified and removed potential 
chemical munitions or materiel, pro-
tecting life, property and the environ-
ment by removing these hazardous 
materials. 
 
On a 10-day remediation operation, a 
team of 12 civilians from CARA-West 
safely packaged, assessed and re-
moved a 75mm chemical round from 
a training range. The team leader 
was Jeffrey F. Williams, a 21-year 
retired U.S. Army 1st sergeant from 
Choctaw, Oklahoma. 

The team included Shane L. Pollard 
from Columbia, Kentucky; Michael 
R. Randolph from Ardmore, Oklaho-
ma; Bruce A. Peter from Dubuque, 
Iowa; Walter H. Oldenburg from Chi-
cago; Keith C. Smith from Baltimore; 
Wende J. Thornton from Canton, 
Texas; Donny Jennings from Sheri-
dan, Arkansas; Kevin M. 
Hanuszczak from Kaneohe, Hawaii; 
Wayne Purdue from Irvine, Ken-
tucky; Timothy M. Crews from Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas; and Steven J. Wade 
from Salt Lake City. 
 
This team brought 106 years of col-
lective military experience to the 
mission with members who have 
served in the U.S. Army, U.S. Air 
Force and U.S. Navy. 
 
CARA-East took on another project. 
CARA-East is led by Bruce K. Grif-
fin, a New York City native and re-
tired U.S. Army Chemical Corps ser-
geant major with almost 25 years of 

service in uniform. Leveraging 109 
years of collective experience for the 
mission were Ryan P. O’Connell from  
Laconia, New Hampshire; Trevor 
Donnatien from Tacoma, Washing-
ton; Charles L. Maddox from Frank-
furt, Germany; Gerald M. Godwin 
from Wilmington, Delaware; Shannon 
J. Platt from Rocky Ford, Colorado;  
Michael H. Murkens from Franklin, 
Pennsylvania; James R. Rouse from 
Kinston, North Carolina; and Pedro D. 
Johnson from Birmingham, Alabama. 
 
The seasoned team of eight CARA-
East personnel and two CARA avia-
tors deployed to assess and package 
two 81mm mortar projectiles at a for-
mer ordnance depot.  In addition to 
packaging and assessing potential 
chemical weapons, CARA teams con-
duct clearance, sweep and removal 
operations for unexploded ordnance 
hazards and munitions. 
 
Read full article 

Shane L. Pollard unloads equipment delivered by military air during an emergency response mission. Pollard 
is a member of the CBRNE Analytical and Remediation Activity. Courtesy photo  

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/407950/us-army-civilians-eliminate-potential-chemical-hazards-anytime-anywhere
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Treasure the moments! 

“In life there are people we will lose 
forever and can’t have back, but we 
must learn to let go and move on. 
 
In life there are fears that will hold us 
back from what we want, but we must 
learn to fight them with the courage 
from within. In life there are mistakes 
we will make, but we must learn from 
our wrongs and grow from them. God 
holds our lives in his hand.  

Everything in life really does happen 
for a reason.”  

- Angie M. Flores  

 
Life may be unpredictable and some-
times filled with painful separations, 
but we can take heart that everything 
takes place under God’s gaze. We 
can enjoy life and treasure the mo-
ments - the good and the bad. 

The past two years have been a diffi-
cult time for us all. And no one knows 
what other difficult times will come 
before us. However, if we recognize 
that there is always a lesson from 
difficulty, all those challenges may be 
a great teacher for your life.  
 
Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Martin Cho 
20

th
 CBRNE Command Chaplain 

Teammates,  
 
It gives me great pleasure to publish the first 
installment of the 20th CBRNE Command  
quarterly digital newsletter that recognizes and 
celebrates the accomplishments and perfor-
mance of our civilian workforce. Our Civilians 
are a uniquely talented, multi-generational  
workforce providing unmatched technical  
competence, leadership, stability, and continuity 
across the Command.  I have the privilege of 
observing their invaluable contributions to our 
Command every single day.  We simply could 
not achieve our priorities of People, Readiness, 
and Informing the Future Force without their 
contributions.  
 
There has never been a more exciting time to be a part of the Command as 
summarized by our “Across the Footprint, 2021 Year-In-Review.” I recognize 
fully that we could not have accomplished much of what we did last year 
without the contributions of our talented Civilians. Having served in the com-
mand and the Technical Escort Unit in the early days of my career, I have 
known many of our Civilians for years and have been the benefactor of 
those relationships both personally and professionally.  I have nothing but 
admiration for every single Civilian who has taken an Oath to our Constitu-
tion and continues to serve our Army and our Command to this day. Our 
People are our greatest resource and our Civilians are a critical component 
of the team.   
 
Thank you for all you do for this great command!  
 
    Liberty We Defend! Enabling Lethality! 
    People First! Winning Matters!   
   
    ANTONIO V. MUNERA 
    MG, US Army 
    Commanding 

mailto:cbrnepao@gmail.com
https://army.deps.mil/army/cmds/20cbrne/SP_STAFF/PAO/Lists/DEFENDER%20NEWSLETTER/Item/newifs.aspx?List=0f761d48%2D601e%2D4a55%2D9a32%2D260bc72939af&Web=fa54633f%2D57b3%2D4119%2D945b%2D9706740ecabb
https://army.deps.mil/army/cmds/20cbrne/CMD_GRP/SGS/LIBERTY%206%20MESSAGE/Across%20the%20Footprint_Jan_Feb_2022.pdf


In Memoriam  

Mr. Jessie Brumley  
 
Jessie Brumley served as the 71st Ordnance Group (EOD) Safety and Occupational 
Health Specialist since January 2009.  In 1991, he retired from the U.S. Army as a 
Chief Warrant Officer 3, where he flew Blackhawk helicopters as a Medical Evacuation 
Pilot.  Jessie was a contractor Aviation Safety Officer at Fort Irwin, California, from 
1991 to 2007 before he joined the group and served Army EOD Soldiers and the 
CBRNE Command for over 11 years.  He was proud of obtaining his bachelor's degree 
and lived to play golf.  Jessie was devoted to his family, the U.S. Army and his Arizona 
sports teams.  He will be sorely missed in the community. Obituary: https://
www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/fountain-co/jessie-brumley-10355965 
 

 
 

Mr. Charles E. Hendricks 
 
Charles E. Hendricks served at the CBRNE Analytical and Remediation Activity-
West from January 2004 to August 2020.  He started as a toxic material control  
operator and was promoted to a supervisory engineering technician.  He deployed to 
Kuwait for six months during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  A longtime former resident of 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas, Hendricks was an avid outdoorsman who enjoyed playing golf 
and fishing and spending time with his granddaughters, Emily and Harper.  Obituary:  
https://memorials.ralphrobinsonandson.com/charles-hendricks/4290896/obit.php?

Civilian budget analyst supports EOD group technicians 

 Mary “Louise” Brumley has served as an Army 
civilian at the 71st Ordnance Group (Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal) , since 2006.  Courtesy photo. 

FORT CARSON, Colorado – An Army 
civilian budget analyst has helped to 
keep Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
technicians ready to confront and  
defeat dangerous devices around the 
world for more than 15 years. 
 
Mary “Louise” Brumley has served a 
budget analyst for the 71

st
 Ordnance 

Group (EOD) on Fort Carson, Colora-
do, since 2006, and helped to ensure 
that high tempo Army EOD units are 
trained, equipped and ready for mis-
sions around the world.  
 
“Her dedication has assisted the 
readiness of our EOD Soldiers and 
the CBRNE Command by resourcing 
training and equipping of one of the 
highest operational tempo forces in all 
of U.S. Forces Command,” said Lt. 
Col. Luke Richards, the deputy com-
mander of the 71

st
 EOD Group.  

 
“This included support to hundreds of 
unit deployments and detailed coordi-
nation with the Department of Energy 
to ensure our counter-Weapons of 
Mass Destruction National Mission 

Units remained trained and validat-
ed,” said Richards. “Louise's stead-
fast commitment to the team is in-
spiring and she will forever hold a 
place as a (71st Ordnance) Group 
Headquarters plank holder.”  
 
Brumley said she became a budget 
analyst at Fort Irwin, California, in 
1995 to work with a friend who was 
an analyst there. She moved to Fort 
Carson, Colorado, in 2006. Brumley 
also deployed to Haiti for four 
months in 1996 and served for 15 
months in Germany. Originally from 
Chickasha, Oklahoma, Brumley 
said supporting EOD units has 
been the highlight of her career. 
 
“I can look back and say that I have 
always tried to support the 71st 
units, 20th CBRNE and U.S. Army 
Forces Command to the best I can 
so that the Soldiers have what they 
need to be ready for their missions 
financially,” said Brumley.  
During her many years at the 
group, Brumley has been able to 
watch as EOD officers and techni-

cians moved up and assumed posi-
tions of greater responsibility. 
 
Read full story 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/fountain-co/jessie-brumley-10355965
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/fountain-co/jessie-brumley-10355965
https://memorials.ralphrobinsonandson.com/charles-hendricks/4290896/obit.php?&printable=true
https://www.army.mil/article/254710/u_s_army_civilian_budget_analyst_supports_explosive_ordnance_disposal_technicians


Microbiologists safeguard nation against biological agents 

Army civilian coaches winning youth football team 

 Dalys Talley Jr. , the operations chief for the CBRNE Analytical and Remediation 
Activity, led the Middle River Renegades youth football team to 13 champion-
ships in 27 years.  His record is 265 wins and 32 loses.  Courtesy photo. 

ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, Maryland – A U.S. 
Army civilian has molded 10-year-olds into championship 
winning football teams for almost three decades. 
 
Dalys Talley Jr., the operations chief for the Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, Explosives (CBRNE) 
Analytical and Remediation Activity, first started coaching 

his son’s football team, the Middle River Recreation Ren-
egades, in 1995.  
 
Talley has since led the Renegades to 13 championships.  
In his 27 years as their coach, his team has been in the 
championship 26 times.  His current coaching record is 
265 wins and 32 losses.  In 2009, he was selected as the 
Baltimore Touchdown Club Youth Coach of the Year. 
 
Former players from his team are playing college and  
professional football today, including U.S. Naval Academy 
wide receiver Jayden Umbarger, University of Maryland 
running back Roman Hemby and New Orleans Saints 
wide receiver Deonte Harris.  
 
In his hometown of Roxboro, North Carolina, Talley 
played wide receiver and safety with the Person High 
School “Rockets” before joining the U.S. Army as an en-
listed infantry Soldier. In addition to playing for the Rock-
ets and coaching the Renegades, Talley also coached the 
flag football team on Fort Bragg, North Carolina, in 1980.   

 
The Desert Storm veteran later became an enlisted 
Chemical Corps Soldier before being commissioned as a 
second lieutenant in 1984. 
 
Read full story   

ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, Maryland – U.S. Army 
civilian microbiologists from the Chemical, Biological, Ra-
diological, Nuclear, Explosives (CBRNE) Analytical and 
Remediation Activity help to safeguard American citizens 
and U.S. troops from biological warfare agents. 
 
From their Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, head-
quarters to mobile laboratories, CARA microbiologists 
conduct field analysis of organisms and toxins and consid-
er the reliability and validity of factors like laboratory con-
tainment, sampling methods and analytical techniques. 
 
“CARA microbiologists are responsible for performing bac-
terial identification and characterization of potential biolog-
ical warfare agents,” said Dr. Edward F. Keen III, a micro-
biologist from CARA. “They operate laboratory equipment 
designed to analyze nucleic acids, antibody and antigen 
interactions and colony morphology.” 
 
These highly trained Army civilians also employ classical 
microbiology methods and other scientific techniques to 
include polymerase chain reaction, electrochemilumines-
cence, enzyme linked immunosorbent assay and fluores-
cent microscopy, said Keen. Microbiologists should be 
technical and scientific experts with meticulous attention 
to detail and excellent interpersonal and communication 
skills, said Keen. 
 
Timothy M. Reed, a CARA microbiologist, said they have 
to stay ready to deploy in support of military operations. 

“With research science, every day can be different,” said 
Reed. “The day’s task can vary from loading a flow cell on 
a DNA sequencer to loading a forklift with quadcons to 
support the upcoming mission. 

Read full story 

Ray Sullivan, a U.S. Army civilian microbiologist from Mendham Township, N.J., 
helps prepare agents for quantitative polymerase chain reaction. U.S. Army 
civilian microbiologists help to safeguard American citizens and troops from 
biological warfare agents. U.S. Army file photo by Lt. Col. Carol McClelland.   

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/411171/us-army-civilian-coaches-winning-youth-football-team-maryland-27-years
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/416207/us-army-civilian-microbiologists-safeguard-nation-against-biological-warfare-agents


ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, 
Maryland – An Army civilian was  
recognized for developing new enlist-
ed manning cycles that contribute to 
the mission readiness of Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal units. 
 
Keith A. Weeks III was named the 
20th Chemical, Biological, Radiologi-
cal, Nuclear, Explosives (CBRNE) 
Command Civilian of the Quarter for 
October through December 2021 for 
his efforts to strengthen this critical 
Army community. 
 
Through manning prioritization, 
Weeks worked to overcome a short-
age of Explosive Disposal Specialists 
(MOS 89D) across the 20th CBRNE 
Command and the Army. 
 
With 20 years of U.S. Army service, 
Weeks is a retired sergeant first class 
and Human Resources noncommis-
sioned officer who has deployed to 
Kuwait, Albania, Kosovo and Iraq.  

After retiring from the Army, Weeks 
went to work with the U.S. Marine 
Corps for two years before becoming 
an Army civilian with the Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, Maryland-based 
20th CBRNE Command. 
 
“My role as a military strength manag-
er is to provide analytical reports that 
serve as the basis for making person-
nel management decisions in support 
of unit readiness,” said Weeks. 

In addition to contributing to readi-
ness, Weeks has traveled to Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, to interview 
potential new Field Grade officers 
for the multifunctional command. 
 
A Bloomington, Minnesota, native, 
Weeks said he welcomed the oppor-
tunity to serve his nation as a civil 
servant. 
 
“I get to continue to serve my coun-
try and provide human resources 
support to the Army’s most valuable 
resource – its people,” said Weeks. 
“I am honored to serve on a winning 
team made up of Army profession-
als – uniformed military and civilian 
– that is dedicated to accomplishing 
the mission.” 
Lt. Col. Rebecca J. Cozad, the 20th 
CBRNE Command assistant chief of 
staff, G1, said Weeks leverages his 

Army chemical engineering techs combat CBRNE hazards around world 

ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, Maryland – U.S.  
Army civilian chemical engineering technicians from 
CARA conduct critical missions around the world. 
 
From chemists to unexploded ordnance technicians, 
CARA brings together a wide variety of occupational 
specialists that confront and defeat CBRNE hazards.. 
 
Engineering Technician (Chemical) is one of the many 
professions that keep the one-of-a-kind activity ready. 
The highly trained U.S. Army civilian technicians conduct 
a wide array of missions supporting many of the  
20th CBRNE Command’s specialized missions. 
 
“Chemical engineering technicians help to keep our na-
tion’s warfighters and citizens safe through quick re-
sponse, assessment and remediation of potential and 

Army civilian contributes to service-wide EOD unit readiness 

vast knowledge of the command, its 
subordinate units and their missions 
to contribute to the readiness of the 
one-of-a-kind formation. 
 
“With an Army-wide shortage of EOD 
personnel, he works very closely with 
the senior enlisted advisors of each 
organization, coordinates directly with 
the 20th CBRNE Human Resources 
Command Account Manager as well 
as the Army’s EOD personnel career 
manager,” said Cozad. “This ensures 
we are taking care of people, taking 
care of the unit’s mission and provid-
ing for the future of the EOD commu-
nity.” 
 
An 18-year U.S. Army veteran from 
Brockway, Pennsylvania, who has 
deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq, 
Cozad said the newly formed  
Enlisted Manning Cycle allows 
strength managers to manage per-
sonnel at the lowest management 
sub-level. 
 
“It is there (at the lowest sub-level) 
that the professionals know the units’ 
needs and the units’ requirements,” 
said Cozad. “At the 20th CBRNE 
Command G1, Mr. Weeks under-
stands the command’s manning pri-
orities and conveys the information to 
Human Resource Command – ensur-
ing the right person, at the right 
place, at the right time.  

Read full story 

Kevin A. Weeks was named the Civilian of the 
Quarter for October through December 2021 for 
his efforts to strengthen Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posal units.  U.S. Army photo by Marshall Mason. 

confirmed CBRNE material,” said Jarrod M. Williams, a 
chemical engineering technician from CARA. After serv-
ing as a toxic material handler for Bluegrass Chemical 
Activity, he became a chemical engineering technician. 
 
Trevor V. Donnatien Jr., a supervisory chemical engi-
neering technician from CARA-East on Aberdeen Prov-
ing Ground, Maryland, said technicians are required to 
be able to deploy anywhere on short notice.  
 
“Our typical day-to-day operations vary based on what's 
going on in the world,” said Donnatien, a Felton,  
Delaware, native who has been at CARA for seven 
years. “There are many daily initiatives performed that 
ensure we are prepared and ready at all times.” 

Read full story 

https://www.army.mil/article/253192/u_s_army_civilian_contributes_to_service_wide_explosive_ordnance_disposal_readiness
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/413206/us-army-civilian-chemical-engineer-technicians-combat-weapons-mass-destruction


Army EOD technician profession marks 80th anniversary 

Pfc. Cristian J. Feliciano from the 752nd Ordnance 
Company (EOD) prepares an explosive tool during 
the 2021 EOD Team of the Year competition. U.S. 
Army photo by Master Sgt. Jeffrey Duran.  

ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, 
Maryland – The U.S. Army is marking 
the 80th anniversary of the Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal profession. 
 
The U.S. Army’s first enlisted EOD 
technicians began training at the 
Bomb Disposal School on Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, Maryland, in 1942. 
 
Based in the science, security and 
technology corridor of northeast Mar-
yland, Aberdeen Proving Ground is 
the oldest active proving ground in 
the U.S. Army and the former home 
to the Ordnance Corps, which moved 
to Fort Lee, Virginia, in 2008. 
 
Today, Aberdeen Proving Ground is 
the headquarters post for the 20th 
Chemical, Biological, Radiological, 
Nuclear, Explosives (CBRNE) Com-
mand, the U.S. Department of De-
fense’s premier all hazards formation. 
 
Col. Christopher P. Bartos, the opera-
tions officer for 20th CBRNE Com-
mand, is the senior EOD officer at the 
headquarters. 

Bartos grew up around the military 
and graduated from high school at 
Army Garrison-Kwajalein Atoll in the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands. He 
later graduated from Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University in Daytona 

Beach, Florida, and became an Army 
infantry officer. After a few years, he 
decided to become an EOD officer. 
 
“I wanted to explore a different path 
that would challenge me in a more 
technical way,” said Bartos. “I was 
fascinated by the complexity and 
technology of various types of weap-
ons and other hazards designed for 
war and conflict. As a young officer,  
I believed EOD to be a perfect fit of 
supporting combat operations and 
protecting our Soldiers.” 
 
Today, Bartos oversees operations 
for the command that deploys from 
19 bases in 16 states to take on the 
world’s most dangerous hazards. 
 
Bartos said the command EOD units 
routinely deploy to the Central Com-
mand and Africa Command areas of 
operations while supporting Indo-
Pacific Command exercises and De-
fense Support to Civil Authorities mis-
sions for Northern Command. 
 
Read full story 

Civilian recognized for keeping command mission ready 

William C. Hart helps to keep 20th CBRNE Command units mission ready as an  
Operations exercise planner.  A retired U.S. Army major and nuclear operations 
officer, Hart is the Civilian of the Quarter for the 2nd quarter of fiscal year 
2022.  U.S. Army photo by Andrew D. Monath. 

ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, Maryland – An Army 
civilian was recognized helping to keep the Department of 
Defense’s premier all hazards formation mission ready. 
 
William C. Hart was named the 20

th
 CBRNE Command’s 

Civilian of the Quarter for the 2
nd

 quarter of 2022. 
 
A retired U.S. Army major, Hart serves as an exercise 
planner for the 20

th
 CBRNE Command, the U.S. military’s 

only multifunctional and deployable CBRNE headquarters.  
 
Hart joined the Army after high school and spent 24 years 
in uniform, including serving in the 20

th
 CBRNE Com-

mand’s Nuclear Disablement Teams.   
 
“We plan, resource and execute mission readiness exer-
cises for this command and our subordinate units,” said 
Hart, a native of Twin Falls, Idaho. “These training events 
and exercises enable successful accomplishment of our 
command’s very specialized missions during combat op-
eration, peacekeeping missions, and as we support civil-
ian authorities here in the United States.”  
 
Hart plans and conducts exercises that integrate current 
and emerging doctrine, tactics, techniques and proce-
dures, and equipment into realistic exercises that enable 
mission accomplishment. 
 
“I strongly believe the (Special Operations Force) truth 

that people are more important than equipment,” said 
Hart.  “Having the latest gear, at all echelons, helps us 
accomplish the mission, but hard, realistic training and 
exercises is the key to our success.” 
 
Read full story 

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/415615/us-army-explosive-ordnance-disposal-technician-profession-marks-80th-anniversary
https://www.army.mil/article/255153/u_s_army_civilian_recognized_for_keeping_20th_cbrne_command_units_mission_ready


October 2021 
Mary Alice Allan 
Timothy M. Crews 
Lukasz Gauza 
Kevin M. Hanuszczak 
Latonya E. Hooks 
Cynthia K. Mostella 
Yancey A. Rhoden 
Kimani J. Rice 
Edwards J. Rios 
Christopher J. Seliga 
Suree D. Valenzuela 
Clinton R. Vandiver 
David H. West 
Marcus E. Woods Sr. 
 
November 2021 
Christopher P. Barnett 
Jaime B. Vazquez 
Timothy L. Brochu 
Craig W. Burns 
Nathan C. Cantwell 
Timothy M. Cook  
Dimitri Cromwell 
Jacqueline M. Frieze 
Charletta Y. Hammons 
Ana L. Harrah 
Michael C. Hettinger 
William Jones 
Adam M. Ochylski 
Brenda D. Parks 
Timothy M. Reed 
Rajesh Sabharwal 
Zuerong Shi 
Caroline W. Tompkins 
Kevin P. Wioland 
Walter D. Wyatt Jr. 
 
December 2021 
Frank E. Amemu-Golo 
Angela S. Bahr 
Tawana L. Blaine 
Cheryl D. Bonine 
Christopher L. Crecelius 
Dennis O. Crouse 
Xavier R. Dashiell 
Virginia D. Isaac 
Louis S. Kilmon Jr. 
Herbert D. Lindsay 
Rodney J. Mayo 
Michael W. Moon 

Awards Army civilian wins first place 

on ‘Tough as Nails’ TV show 

ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, Maryland – A U.S.  
Army civilian won the Season 3 championship on the  
competition series “Tough as Nails” on CBS. 
 
Lia P. Mort from 20th Chemical, Biological, Radiological, 
Nuclear, Explosives (CBRNE) Command prevailed in the 
finale to take home the grand prize of $200,000 and a 
2022 Ford Super Duty truck. 
 
During the 10-episode competition, the contestants also 
took on a series of team tasks in pursuit of awards equal-
ing $60,000. Serving as team leader, Mort led her “Dirty 
Hands” team to victory over the “Savage Crew” team. 
 
“Leadership has taught me to value every team member,” 
said Mort, a self-described “Jill-of-All-Trades” who is origi-
nally from Lititz, Pennsylvania, and now lives in Richfield, 
Pennsylvania. “A team’s success relies on each member 
knowing where they fit and how they are making a positive 
contribution.” 
 
In addition to serving in the military, Mort has been a fire-
fighter, health care worker, warehouse worker, commer-
cial tractor trailer driver, chicken hatchery worker, horse 
farm laborer and retail hardware clerk. She has also 
worked in various construction trades. 
 
In September 2021, Mort reported to 20th CBRNE Com-
mand, the U.S. Department of Defense’s premier deploya-
ble all hazards formation, as an Army civilian in Weapons 
of Mass Destruction Coordination Team 1.  

She previously served as a civilian at the 20th CBRNE 
Command from 2010 to 2017. 

Read full story 

Lia P. Mort from Weapons of Mass Destruction Coordination Team 1 won the 
grand prize of $200,000 and a Ford Super Duty truck on the "Tough as Nails" 
competition television series on CBS. Photo: Screengrab/CBS ©2021 CBS Broad-
casting, Inc. All Rights Reserved  
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Connie D. Robinson 
James R. Rouse Jr. 
Shila D. Smith 
James D. Swartz 
Kent L. Ward 
Jarrod M. Williams 
Michael R. Williams 
Samuel T. Wright 
Christopher J. Hurst 
 
January 2022 
Soraya D. Albanese 
Rocio D. Bennett 
Carlos M. Colon 
Susan Grice 
Christopher A. Henke 
Menova A. Hodge 
Thomas C. Kutscher 
Antoinette C. Mills 
Walter H. Oldenburg 
Adam K. Pulliam 
John G., Spillman 
Richard A. Trombley II 
Anthony Whetstone 
 
February 2022 
Andrew D. Monath 
Keith P. Brozean 
Sean F. Emanuel 
Mark C. Hammond 
Edward F. Keen III 
Michelle E. Lafrance 
Angel D. Martinez-Navedo 
Anthony E. Pino 
Howard D. Robinettte III 
Michael J. Rowan 
Dennis J. Ryan 
Glenn E. Thweatt 
Benjamin G. Vehslage 
 
March 2022 
Richard E. Davidson 
Trevor V. Donnatien Jr. 
Bernhard C. Gerber 
Gretchen A. Gildner 
Bruce K. Griffin 
Christopher J. Gutberlet 
Luis A. Lefert 
Keith C. Smith 
Mark R. Swieszcz 

Birthdays 

Ryan Cole Civilian Service Achievement Medal 

Mary Alice Allan Civilian Service Commendation Medal 

Bill Hart Civilian of the Quarter, 2nd Quarter 

Xavier R. Dashiell Superior Civilian Service Medal 

Sandra Nething Meritorious Civilian Service Medal 

Thomas Swinson Superior Civilian Service Medal 

Connie Kerr Civilian Service Commendation Medal 

Read the latest G1 News: Read the New Civilian of the  
Quarter and Civilian of the Year Memo, the Civilian Recruitment 
Process and the Table of Penalties to the G1 Page on the portal 
at https://army.deps.mil/army/cmds/20cbrne/PR_STAFF/G1  

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/412440/us-army-civilian-wins-championship-tough-nails-television-competition


Command recognizes retired generals with Defender of Liberty Award 
BELCAMP, Maryland – The U.S.  
Department of Defense’s premier  
all hazards command recognized two 
retired U.S. Army major generals with 
the Defender of Liberty Award at a 
ceremony at the Water’s Edge Event 
Center, Oct. 14, 2021. 
 
The 20th CBRNE Command selected 
retired Maj. Gen. John C. Doesburg 
as the 2020 Defender of Liberty and 
retired Maj. Gen. Keith R. Wendel as 
the 2021 Defender of Liberty. 
 
The Defender of Liberty Award is  
presented to leaders who have made 
a significant impact on the U.S. mili-
tary’s only multifunctional deployable 
CBRNE headquarters.  
 
Read full story 

Moves/Promotions/Awards 

Retired Maj. Gen. John C. Doesberg (center), the former commanding general of U.S. Army Research, Devel-
opment and Engineering Command and U.S. Army Soldier and Biological Chemical Command, is named the 
2020 Defender of Liberty Award recipient. U.S. Army photo by Marshall Mason. 

Retirements 

 

1st Quarter Gains  

 

1st Quarter Losses  

 

 

CARA  Donald W. Taylor Jr.  31-Mar-21  

CARA  Robert Maddox  30-Apr-21  

PAO  Clemens W. Gaines Jr.  31-May-21  

CARA  Arielle Rodriguez  31-Aug-21  

G8  Donald D. Kennedy Jr.  30-Sep-21  

CARA  Andrea L. Melvin  30-Sep-21  

CARA  Robert Wade  30-Sep-21  

CARA  Sandra F. Nething  31-Oct-21  

CARA  Thomas R. Swinson  31-Oct-21  

RMT  Connie S. Kerr  31-Dec-21  

CARA  Glenn Thweatt  28-Feb-22  

CARA  Craig W. Burns  11-Oct-21  

CARA  Angela S. Bahr  24-Oct-21  

CARA  Richard O. Tariuwa  24-Oct-21  

48th  Keioka J. Norfleet  25-Oct-21  

CARA  Rajesh Sabharwal  24-Oct-21  

CARA  Christopher J. Seliga  21-Nov-21  

CARA  Brenda D. Parks  7-Nov-21  

CARA  James D. Swartz  21-Nov-21  

G4  Althea D. James  19-Dec-21  

G8  Soraya D. Albanese  19-Dec-21  

52nd  Olina S. Rae  23-Oct-21  

CARA  Jeremy K. Williams  2-Dec-21  

71st  Randy Ruatos  18-Dec-21  

2nd Quarter Gains  

 

2nd Quarter Losses  

 

Promotions  

 
Length of Service Awards 

 

 

 

 

CARA  Gift C. Nwokeji  3-Jan-22  

G8  Nicole G. Patton  2-Jan-22  

CARA  Delton L. Smith  2-Jan-22  

G3  John W. Bestall  16-Jan-22  

PAO  Andrew D. Monath  30-Jan-22  

G8  Christopher M. Hosson  27-Feb-22  

CARA  Kathleen A. Webb  28-Mar-22  

CARA  Patrick M. Edwards  14-Mar-22  

G6  Joshua Shareef  28-Mar-22  

G4  Sarah A. Nipwoda  15-Jan-22  

WCT  Lia P. Mort  28-Jan-22  

CARA  David M. Eppler  30-Jan-22  

CARA  Kelly Barrett  26-Feb-22  

G3  Kimani Rice  10-Oct-21  GS-13  

G6  Sydonie Graham  10-Oct-21  GS-09  

G4 Joe Bestor 31-Jan-22 GS-14 

40 Years Gerald D. Oliver 16-Dec 

15 Years Charles P. Grady II 16-Dec 

35 Years Richard E. Davidson 16-Feb 

40 Years Gary D. Overman 26-Dec 

20 Years Michael C. Hettinger 30-Nov 

15 Years Walter T. Ham IV 1-Mar 

10 Years Michael S. Nastari 3-Dec 

https://www.army.mil/article/251226/20th_cbrne_command_recognizes_retired_generals_with_defender_of_liberty_award

