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ON THE COVER
Fort Jackson’s 

combined police 
force take on the 

fire department 
during the Battle 

of the Badges 
to build esprit 
de corps and 

teamwork while 
competing for 
a trophy and a 

year’s worth of 
bragging rights.

See Page 7

THE FORT JACKSON LEADER

ON POST

Photo by  ALEXANDRA SHEA

Fort Jackson, South Carolina 29207
This civilian enterprise newspaper, which has a circulation of 

10,000, is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. Army. 

Contents of the Fort Jackson Leader are not necessarily the official 

views of, or endorsed by the U.S. Government, the Department of 

Defense, Department of the Army or Fort Jackson. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including 

inserts and supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the 

Department of the Army or Camden Media Co. of the firms, products 

or services advertised. 

All editorial content of the Fort Jackson Leader is prepared, edited, 

provided and approved by the Public Affairs Office of Fort Jackson. 

The Fort Jackson Leader is published by Camden Media Co., a 

private firm in no way connected with the Department of the Army, 

under exclusive written contract with Fort Jackson. 

The civilian printer is responsible for commercial advertising. 

For your display advertising needs contact Betsy Greenway, 803-

432-6157, or email: bgreenway@chronicle-independent.com or write 

Camden Media Company, P.O. Box 1137, Camden, S.C. 29020. For 

classified advertising information only: call 800-698-3514 or e-mail 

nwilson@chronicle-independent.com or fax 803-432-7609. 

For questions or concerns about subscriptions, call 803-432-

6157.  To submit articles, story ideas or announcements, write the Fort 

Jackson Leader, Fort Jackson, S.C. 29207, call 803-751-7045 or e-mail 

fjleader@gmail.com.

Commanding General ............................. Brig. Gen. Patrick R. Michaelis

Garrison Commander ............................................ Col. Ryan M. Hanson

Command Information Officer ...................................... Robert Timmons

Community Relations Officer ................................................... Tom Byrd

Media Relations Officer .........................................Leslie Ann “LA” Sully

Community Relations Assistant ..............................................Veran Hill

Editor............................................................................Wallace McBride

Editor ............................................................................ Alexandra Shea

Social Media Manager ...............................................LaTrice Langston

Website: www.fortjacksonleader.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/fortjackson
                  www.facebook.com/USArmyGarrisonFortJackson
Twitter: www.twitter.com/fortjackson
Instagram: www.instagram.com/fortjackson

See EFFORT: Page 13

Nov. 24 3:45-5:30 p.m.  1st Battalion, 61st Infantry Regiment  Bldg. 11900 Dinner 

Nov. 24 3:45-5:30 p.m.  3rd Battalion, 34th Infantry Regiment  Bldg. 11900 Dinner 

Nov. 24 4-6 p.m.  3rd Battalion, 39th Infantry Regiment Bldg. 11500 Dinner 

Nov. 24 4-6 p.m.  1st Battalion, 34th Infantry Regiment Bldg. 11500 Dinner 

Nov. 24 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  2nd Battalion, 39th Infantry Regiment  Bldg. 10401 Lunch 

Nov. 24 4:30-7 p.m.  1st Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment  Bldg. 5455 Dinner 

Nov. 24 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry Regiment  Bldg. 5455 Lunch 

Nov. 24 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  3rd Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment Bldg. 5454 Lunch 

Nov. 24 3:30-6:30 p.m. 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry Regiment  Bldg. 5454 Lunch 

Nov. 24 1-2 p.m.  120th Adjutant General Battalion  Bldg. 2302 Lunch 

Nov. 24 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m  Soldier Support Institute Bldg. 2302 Lunch 

Nov. 24 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  U.S. Army Drill Sergeant Academy  Bldg. 9572 Lunch

Nov. 25 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. *2nd Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment  Bldg. 4270 Lunch

Nov. 25 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  COVID Classroom Lunch

Closed  4th Battalion, 39th Infantry Regiment Bldg. 10540

Thanksgiving Holiday Meal Schedule
The Thanksgiving dinner for retirees will be served from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Nov. 25 at Bldg. 4270, the dining facil-
ity for 2nd Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment. The cost is $9.55 per meal. The discounted rate of $7.10 is available to 

spouses and dependents of enlisted personnel in pay grades E-1 through E-4 or personnel on field duty with no per 
diem. For more information, call 751-7371.

MEAL SCHEDULE FOR UNITS
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By ALEXANDRA SHEA
Fort Jackson Leader

Fort Jackson Soldiers and civilians celebrated 
the heritage of Native Americans and their con-
tributions to military history during the National 
Native American Heritage Observance held on 
Darby Field Nov. 17.

“Native American history is American His-
tory,” said Col. Kent Solheim, 165th Infantry 
Brigade commander. “Native Americans remain 
grounded in truth and resilient in spirit. We re-
����� ���	��
� �
��
����
�� ���� ����
�������� �
��
�
achievements for our great nation.”

During the observance, attendees learned the 
history of Comanche code talkers and their im-
pact on World War II.

“In December of 1940, the Army recruited 17 
Comanche to become code talkers,” said Staff 
Sgt. Ky DeFlippo, a Comanche tribesman and 
drill sergeant assigned to Company A, 1st Bat-
talion, 34th Infantry Regiment. “They received 
phone, radio, Morse code, and semaphore train-
ing. They were placed under the command of Lt. 
Hugh F. Foster to develop an unbreakable Co-
manche language code.”

DeFilippo, one of two guest speakers, said 
“they were given 250 military terms they trans-

lated” into common Comanche words “such as 
tutsahkuna’ tawo’i’,” or sewing machine, to rep-
resent machine gun and “wakaree’e,” or turtle, 
to mean tanks. 

During World War II, these code talkers would 
�����������
�����
� ����
��������
������ 
����-
ing decisive communications throughout several 
strategic and key battles that enabled American 
and Allied forces to ultimately win the war.

“The Comanche code was never broken,” De-
Filippo said. “Although several were wounded, 
none were killed.”

Photo by ALEXANDRA SHEA

Sgt. 1st Class Robert Williams, Soldier Support Institute, reads about prominent Native Americans presented in a display during the Fort Jackson National 
Native American Heritage Month celebration Nov. 17 at Darby Field. Two guest speakers introduced attendees to the Comanche code talkers who helped win 
World War II and the warrior culture shared by all native tribes. 

See HERITAGE: Page 10

Native American heritage 
celebrated at observance

‘... those are our warriors’ THE FAMILY I COME 
FROM, WE CHERISH 
AND SUPPORT ALL 
SERVICE MEMBERS. IF 
YOU COME TO OUR 
LAND, WE LOOK AT 
YOU AND KNOW THAT 
YOU ARE WARRIORS 
AND WELCOME INTO 
OUR HOMES WITH 
OPEN ARMS. 

Martin Red Bear, 
Army veteran and mem-
ber of the Lakota people 
of the Sioux tribe
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Gate 1 hours
Starting Monday Gate 1 will be open 5 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Santa Claus Live
Join Santa Claus Live on the Fort Jackson 
FMWR Facebook page from 5:30-6 p.m. 
every Tuesday and Thursday until Dec. 2. 
Talk directly to Santa himself. Write a letter 
to Santa Claus and drop it in the North Pole 
Special Delivery Mailbox at Patriots Park un-
til Dec. 2. Please include the email address 
and phone number of the parent or guardian 
on any letter dropped in the box. 

Gingerbread House Contest
Child, Youth Services and Outdoor Recre-
ation are teaming up for a Family Ginger-
bread House design and build competition. 
Families are invited to design and build a 
gingerbread house either from scratch or 
from one of the kits provided for a chance 
to win and have their gingerbread house an-
nounced and displayed at the Holiday Tree 
Lighting ceremony Dec. 3. CYS School Age 
and Youth programs patrons should sign up 
at the CYS facility; all others can sign up at 
Marion Street Station or the Solomon Cen-
ter.  Submission deadline is Nov. 30. For 
more information, call the Marion Street Sta-
tion at 751-3494 or the Solomon Center at 
751-4056.

���������	
���

���������	
������
��������������������������-
gram is holding mobile outdoor vaccination 
�����������������������	���������������������-
house  Road  parking  lot  on  the  following 
dates:
� Mon.-Tues. - 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
� Dec. Wed.-Fri. - 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Picture  ID and  mask  required.  Please  do 
not attend if you feel sick or are experienc- 
�������������
�������!�"���
����#$��#�%

Reporting Abuse
Every Soldier and member of the military 
community should report information about 
known and suspected cases of spouse 
abuse to include intimate partner violence 
and child abuse to the Fort Jackson Report-
ing Point of Contact (military police). The 24-
hour report line is 751- 3113.  If you would 
like to schedule “Healthy Relationship” train-
����������
������"�#����	�&�����!�	��#�&'��-
cate, call the 24-hour response line at (803) 
429-4870.

HOLIDAY CLOSURES
Directorate of Human Resources
In order to allow our employees to spend 
time with their Families during the holidays, 
DHR will be closed on the following training 
holidays: Nov. 26, Dec. 27 and Jan. 3, 2022. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS
SATURDAY
Cars & Coffee

8-11 a.m. Solomon Center Parking Lot.  Join 
the Fort Jackson Auto Craft shop and auto 
enthusiasts across post for fresh coffee and 
lots of cars.  Must be a valid ID card holder. 
For more  Need more information call 751-
5755.

DEC. 1-2
Ammunition Amnesty
Fort Jackson will be holding Ammunition and 
Explosives Amnesty Days from 9 a.m. to 
noon Dec. 1-2  to allow personnel and units 
��� ����� ��������������'�#�������� �#���� ��#��
ammunition and training simulators that 
would ordinarily lead to a serious incident 
or disciplinary action without fear of reprisal.  
The Amnesty Program is  not designed to cir-
cumvent the normal turn in procedures. The 
purpose of the day is to allow individuals/
units the opportunity to return  military am-
munition which has been stolen, misplaced 
or erroneously in their possession. On Dec. 
*+�"�$���#�������"��������'�����	������	��'�
holders can turn in ordnance on Warehouse 
Row near the corner of Marion Avenue and 
Washington Street. On Dec.  2,  Fort Jack-
son units can turn in ordnance at the Ammu-
nition Supply Point.  For more information 
contact Robert Weigand, at the Garrison 
<���������	�+�����$��������=>*�?@B=��������
email at robert.k.weigand.civ@mail.mil.

DEC. 3
Holiday Tree Lighting
5 p.m. Patriots Park. Join Brig. Gen. Pat-
rick R. Michaelis, Fort Jackson command-
ing general, for the annual lighting of the 
holiday tree. The 282nd Army Band will play 
holiday tunes, while Families gather around 
the tree waiting for Saint Nick to arrive. Af-
terwards Families can enjoy Liberty Lights 
at Semmes Park.

DEC. 4
Holiday Shopping Trip
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Hate the hustle and bustle 
��� ����'��� �����	Q� U��� ���'���� V�	��������
take care of that for you. Join us for a  shop-
ping trip to Concord Mills in Concord, North 
Carolina. Sit back, relax and enjoy the ride, 
then shop until you drop. Register and meet 
��� X������ <������ <������%� � &��������'� 
"�
cardholders and guests. Limited space. For 
more information, call 751-3484.

DEC. 5
Hanukkah Celebration
5-7 p.m. Main Post Chapel (Downstairs 
Fellowship Room) Fort Jackson will hold a 
Hanukkah Celebration Dec. 5 in Main Post 
Chapel starting at 5 p.m. For more informa-
tion, email Chaplain (Maj.) Heather Borshof 
at heather.borshof.mil@army.mil.

DEC. 9
Sgt. Audie Murphy Club panel
Noon to 2 p.m. Post Theater. A panel con-
sisting of the post command sergeant ma-
jor and selected senior enlisted leaders and 

military personnel will hold an open forum 
���� <��'����� ��� ������ 	��'�'� ��������'� '��-
logue; covering topics such as personal and 
professional development, career progres-
sion, lesson learned, and the Army as a pro-
fession. 

DEC. 11
Privately Owned Weapons
Day at Aachen Range
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Aachen Range. Pre-register 
at Marion Street Station. Ensure all weap-
ons are registered on post. No automatic 
weapons or .50 cal allowed. Ages 12 and up. 
Those under 17 years old must be accom-
panied by an adult. For more information, 
contact Marion Street Station at 751-3484.

DEC. 14
Fort Jackson Holiday Run
Brig. Gen. Patrick R. Michaelis, Fort Jack-
son commander, leads Soldiers and civil-
ians across post in a run celebrating the 
upcoming holiday season. 

DEC. 18
Weston Lake Winter Beach Bash
6-8 p.m. Weston Lake. Join us at Weston 
Lake Recreational Area for a winter evening 
����'�Z��������'���#���	���'�Z���������$���'�
'���
�%�<��������'�����	����	�#$���%�&'����
drinks such as eggnog and hot chocolate 
along with light snacks will be available 
for purchase. There is a two-drink limit per 
person. All ages are welcome but you must 
be at least 21 years old to consume alco-
holic beverages. For more information, con-
tact Marion Street Station at 751-3484 or 
Weston Lake at 751-5253/6337.

 ,,

Community Updates
SEND ALL

SUBMISSIONS TO
FJLeader@gmail.com

Deadline for events to be includ-
ed in the calendar or Happenings 
is one week before publication. In-
clude the time, date and place the 
event will occur, as well as other 
necessary information. 

If you submit an article on an 
event that already has taken place, 
please send it as soon as possible. 
Tuesday is the last day we will 
we be able to accept an article for 
publication the following Thursday. 
Include the date and place of the 
event, as well as a description of 
what took place. Please include 
quotations, if possible. 

With any photo you submit, 
��	��'��
"��[����
+�����+���'������
��'��������#��%�\��������Q������
751-3615. Fort Jackson

Movie Schedule
3319 Jackson Blvd. Phone: 751-7488

SATURDAY
� Ron’s Gone Wrong (PG) 2 p.m.

DEC. 1
� Ghostbusters: Afterlife 
(PG-13) 2 p.m.

DEC. 4
� Dune (PG-13) 7 p.m.
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November
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

24 2 5 26 27

28 29 30

� 2-13 GRADUATION Thanksgiving
� FORT JACKSON FAMILY 
HOMES OFFICE CLOSED

� CYS PROGRAMS CLOSED
� ACS CLOSED

15 1 6 1 7 18

� 1-61 GRADUATION

� WESTON LAKE 
BEACH BASH

RETIREMENT REVIEW 
@ POST THEATER

1 2 3 4

� 3-13 GRADUATION � HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING � HOLIDAY SHOPPING TRIP 
@ CONCORD MILLS

December

5 6 7 8 9 1 0 1 1

� JINGLE BELL RUN

� PRIVATELY OWNED
WPNS SHOOT
@AACHEN RANGE

� HOLIDAY ORNAMENT
    PAINTING

� MERRY FITNESS
BIGGEST LOSER
REGISTRATION

� DSA GRADUATION

    �����������	
�������	��
�������������	���������������

141312

� YOUTH SERVICES AND 
PARENT CENTRAL SERVICES 

CLOSED

Training Holiday

� CG’S HOLIDAY GALA
AND BAND CONCERT

� HANNUKAH CELEBRATION

� SAMC PANEL
DISCUSSION

� TOWN OF BLYTHEWOOD 
CHRISTMAS PARADE

� HOLIDAY RUN Victory Block Leave begins
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It’s beginning to look
a lot like Christmas
Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation and 
trainees assigned to 120th Adjutant General Battalion (Recep-
tion) began setting up the tree that will be lit on Dec. 3 dur-
ing the annual Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony. Directorate of 
Public Works helped top and place lights on the tree with an 
automated lift while others set up Santa’s Letterbox, signs, 
decorations and life sized nut 
crackers transforming the 
corner of Strom Thurmond 
Boulevard and Marion Av-
enue into a southern winter 
wonderland. The Tree Light-
ing Ceremony will begin at 
5 p.m. and all Department of 
Defense I.D. cardholders are 
invited to attend the evening 
of events. After the ceremony 
completes, attendees are in-
vited to enjoy the return of 
Liberty Lights. The light trail 
entrance is located at the 
Marion Street Station.

ON POST
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Self-help eliminates 
some work orders for 
barracks personnel

See SELF-HELP: Page 17

Photos by ALEXANDRA SHEA

A member of the Fort Jackson fire department moves in for a lay-up during a basketball game against the Fort 
Jackson combined police team Nov. 19 during the Battle of the Badges competition. The competition was held 
to build camaraderie and esprit de corps for team members who only have the opportunity to interact with each 
other during calls to assist Soldiers, civilians and Family members.

By ALEXANDRA SHEA
Fort Jackson Leader

The return of the Self-help Center will 
eliminate the need for certain work orders 
for those living in Fort Jackson barracks.

“We’ve resourced through the Logistics 
Readiness Center and our partners at LCI, 
a whole line of demand-supported facilities 
– focused items that facility managers at the 
company and battalion level can purchase,” 
said Brig. Gen. Patrick R. Michaelis, Fort 
Jackson commanding general. “Things such 
as light bulbs, shower heads, toilet seats, 
paint, brushes and so on.”

Previously, those living in the barracks 
would need to call in a work order through 
their designated facilities manager, usu-
ally a Soldier also living in the barracks, to 
have repairs or items replaced. Maintenance 
teams from the Directorate of Public Works 
would complete and close these work or-
ders.

Depending on the number of open work 
orders, simple repairs such as replacing a 
burned out overhead light bulb could take 
a week or two. With the return of self-help, 
these repairs can be completed by those liv-
ing in the barracks within a few hours or 
days.

“This absolutely will increase the quality 
��� ����� ��
� �
����� ���������
������
������
assistant manager. “A lot of this stuff they 
can do on their own so it will be a much 
quicker process. This will eliminate a lot of 
work orders so DPW can focus on bigger 
things.”

With the return of self-help, Soldiers liv-
ing in barracks will also save money. Addi-
tional items available through self-help will 
be provided so Soldiers will not need to pur-
chase for themselves. This includes items 
such as toilet plungers, that they wouldn’t 
want or need to take with them when they 
move to another duty station.

“This is designed to ensure our leaders 
�����!��
����
��������!�����"
�#�$�
������
of Public Works can focus on larger, more 
complicated items such as washing ma-
chines and HVAC units,” Michaelis said.

By ALEXANDRA SHEA
Fort Jackson Leader

��
�� %��&���� $������ ���� �
���
��
��
faced off in three sports events at the Child 
and Youth Services Sports Field Nov. 19 
during the Battle of the Badges. 

“This is the Battle of the Badges,” 
said Sgt. Maj. Bradley Lanchester, Fort 
Jackson Provost sergeant major. “The 
�
����$�
�������#�$�
��������� �
��'
���
security guards, Department of the Army 
civilian police and military police came to-
gether for some sportsmanship and esprit 
de corps.”

The day started with a game of bas-
&��	���(�)
����"
���������������
�����&�
�
squeaks and shouting from the stands to 
cheer on their respective teams. 

“They (police) blew us out in basket-
	������ ����� /������� 8�!����� ��
�� %��&����
�
�� ���$����
(� :��� ������ ��� ;<� ��� <=� �
�
something like that. They crushed us.”

Kickball kicked off the second event 
�
�
�� ����� �
�� ����� �� ����	��&� ����
�����
����������
�����������
�����<<����>(

:/�������������
����������"������8�!-
ton said. “It’s sudden death now. Whoever 
wins this gets the trophy.”

8����
� ���� �
�� ������ ���?	
��&����
event. The game included two 20-minute 
�!
�"������
��@��(�

Throughout the event, jeering from 
the teams kept everyone laughing and the 
mood light despite the competitiveness 
each demonstrated. 

Fort Jackson police take the
‘W’ during Battle of the Badges

See BADGES: Page 17

Sgt. Maj. Bradley Lanchester, Fort Jack-
son provost sergeant major, announces 
the combined police team as the winners 
of the Battle of the Badges Nov. 19. 
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2nd Battalion,
13th Infantry Regimentwhy i serve

                  

PVT. SEAN CUBA, 18
Tinley Park, Illinois

“I joined the Army to serve 
and protect my country, im-
prove myself and become a 
part of something bigger than 
myself.”

“Basic Combat Training is 
a much more rewarding and 
enjoyable experience than I 
thought it would be.”

“The most challenging part of BCT was overcom-
ing mental barriers and self-doubt.”

“I look forward to continuing to improve as a Sol-
dier and I couldn’t have succeeded without the help 
of my drill sergeants and battle buddies.”

My MOS is “91D – Tactical Power Generation 
Specialist. I chose this MOS because it correlates 
with my desire to study mechanical and electrical 
engineering.”

FEATURE

SPC. MALIK SPENCE, 25                         
San Diego

“As a military dependent 
I always looked up to my fa-
ther’s service as an example 
of what it means to be a good 
person.”

“There have been challeng-
es I wasn’t expecting during 
Basic Combat Training, but so 
far the experience has been 
what I expected it to be.”

The most challenging part of BCT for me has been 
“learning to be more patient with some of my battle 
buddies.”

My MOS is “15T – Black Hawk Helicopter Me-
chanic. I chose this MOS because it seemed chal-
lenging but rewarding.”

PVT. AUSTIN FALISH, 18               
Brussels, Wisconsin

“My friends and Family had 
�������������������	�����#�+]�
to join the Army.

“I imagined I would be 
doing push-ups from sun up 
till sun down,” during Basic 
Combat Training.

“The most challenging part 
���^�_�Z�����������������Z�
to work as a team in everything we did.”

My best advice for someone about to start BCT is 
to “do what you are told and make friends with your 
peers.”

My MOS is “91B – Wheeled Vehicle Mechanic. I 
chose this MOS to learn something I will be able to 
use outside of the Army.”

PVT. BRISTON SCHREIBER, 18           
Montpelier, Idaho

“My football coach who 
Z����������&�#�+]�������	�'�
me most to enlist. 

“Basic Combat Training 
was a lot harder physically 
but easier mentally.”

“Leading other Soldiers 
was the most challenging part 
of Basic Combat Training for 
me.”

My best advice for someone about to start BCT is 
to “always push ahead and stay humble.”

My MOS is “15B – Aircraft Powerplant Repairer. I 
chose this MOS because I love engines and aircraft.”

PVT. CHAMILE FISHER, 21 
Jackson, Mississippi

“My father and grandfather 
������	�'�#��#�������z��������
Army. They joined the military 
around the same age as I am 
now. By them joining, it gave 
my Family opportunities. They 
were both in the Air Force and 
I wanted to follow their lead 
but not in their footsteps.”

“I imagined Basic Combat Training to be a step-
ping stone from my civilian life. I wanted basic train-
ing to break me and build me into a stronger, wiser 
and honest Soldier.”

“The most challenging part of BCT for me was 
controlling my mentality. I came to basic wanting to 
be the best at everything and realizing I’m not.”

“My MOS is 42A – Human Resources Specialist. 
I chose this MOS because I rely most on my organi-
zation. Being 100% in what I am doing through any 
���
�������#����������	���'��	��
����'%�"�'�	���������
the second thing I rely on. I won’t and can’t move on 
to the next assignment until it is absolutely com-
plete.”

SPC. NOAH FRASER, 23                                              
Williamstown, New Jersey

“My grandfather was the 
one who inspired me to join 
the Army. Ever since child-
hood he instilled in me the 
devotion to duty mindset. 
He taught me how to carry 
myself in this world and the 
values that are necessary. 
Every day I strive to be half 
the man that my grandfather was.”

“I imagined Basic Combat Training would be one 
of the best learning experiences in my life. But I was 
not expecting to learn about compassion and empa-
thy and how to communicate these emotions to my 
battle buddies, especially in a time of need.”

“The most challenging aspect of BCT was under-
standing that everyone has a different idea of how to 
be a leader.”

}X��X�<����@~<�����##�������'����	������'�-
date. I chose this MOS because I have always had a 
natural inclination to lead others who have the same 
goals. I have enjoyed organizing plans and being 
responsible for the overall success of any task, no 
matter how minor it may be.”
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By JOSEPH LACDAN,
Army News Service

The drill sergeants yelled at him relentlessly, 
as Josh Oller pushed himself through the trying 
weeks of basic combat training at Fort Jackson.

Oller had already endured challenges while 
growing up in an Atlanta suburb where he faced 
bullying from other students. He mostly kept to 
himself from elementary school until his high 
school years.

BCT tested Oller’s limits
He saw enlisting in the Army as a proving 

ground; where he could test himself and win 
the approval of his girlfriend’s parents as a 
worthy suitor.

Oller and four other Army recruits’ journeys 
to become Soldiers are the subject of the new 
documentary series “Ten Weeks.” The project 
takes a close look at Army basic combat train-
���� �
��� �
�� @���� ��� �@�� 
��
"���� �
�� ���
�
bare a repository of adverse life experiences.

The series followed the recruits from the 
time they arrived in civilian clothes at Fort 
Jackson to their graduation march in early 
2020. The recruits’ basic training experience 
was encapsulated in a 10-part series that de-
buted this Veterans Day on The Roku Channel.

We Are the Mighty, a media and produc-
tion company comprised of veterans, partnered 
with Blumhouse Productions to produce the 
docuseries.

Led by showrunner Chris Rowe, the produc-
tion team included several veterans working 
behind the scenes including August Dannehl, a 
Navy Veteran. Dannehl said the crew wanted to 
capture a Soldier’s pivotal rite of passage and 
the poignant and challenging moments.

“What’s interesting about the boot camp ex-
perience cinematically is that it’s the point at 
which your life changes,” said Dannehl who 
served as a story producer. “It takes a certain 
kind of person to not only show up at boot 
camp, but make it all the way through.”

��� �
���� �@�� 
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��
found human stories that typify the diverse 
range of backgrounds and cultures representa-
tive of the modern Army.

“You have people from all races, all creeds, 
and all parts of the country coming together to 
really do something bigger than themselves, 
overcome adversity and become one as a 
team,” said Rowe, a 24-year year Hollywood 
veteran and son of a Navy SEAL. “And that’s a 
really great message right now.”

The cast
Raised by his grandmother in Baltimore’s 

crime-riddled inner city, Leo Eades knew he 
���������������������"�(

The father of three enlisted in the Army in 
part to build a better life for his family. At 27, 
Eades had more life experiences than his fellow 
recruits and looked to set an example for his 
children. “I’ve seen everything … from drug 
dealers to murderers,” he said. “I just didn’t 
want my kids to be around it.”

As he began his quest to become a Soldier, 
Eades never forgot the lessons he learned from 
his grandmother, who raised him from an early 
age. She told him stories about his uncle who 
served in the military; inspiring Eades to even-
tually join the military.

Riley Barnard wanted to follow the foot-
steps of his great-grandfather, a World War II 
Army veteran. However, Barnard faced a major 
hurdle to becoming a Soldier: he had to lose 
more than 100 pounds.

His grandfather’s legacy inspired the south-
ern Illinois native throughout basic training, 
as he continued to shed weight. “He told me 
before he died, he would love to see one of his 
grandkids in the Army,” Barnard said.

Trinity Carpenter enjoyed playing the vio-
lin and spending time in the outdoors with her 
father while growing up in rural Pennsylvania. 
When authorities sent Carpenter’s father to 
prison, she became a role model for her young-
er siblings. She thought her life’s hardships 
prepared her for Army basic combat training.

“I had to grow up fast,” Carpenter said. 
“Because I was more mature, I thought I was 
ready.”

One of the youngest recruits in her platoon 
at 18, she thought her life experiences prepared 
her to lead. She enlisted in the Army in the 
hopes of becoming a drone operator like her 
Soldier husband.

Tragedy shook Stormy Gideons’ life when 
her father passed away on her 10th birthday. 
Shortly after, Gideons’ mother left the family, 
forcing Gideons to become caretaker of her 
three brothers.

The native of Fresno, California said her 
son, who was born shortly before her high 
school graduation, inspired her to join the 
Army. “When I had my son, I knew that I had 
to change everything that I was doing,” she 
said.

During basic training, Gideons strove to ex-
ceed the performance of her male counterparts.

Oller admitted he struggled through the 
early weeks of boot camp. He severely hurt 
his ankle during basic training. At one point he 
considered quitting.

“Basic training was the scariest thing I had 
ever been through,” Oller said. “I’ve had real 

emotionally challenging times before … [basic 
training] was something new and different. It 
took a lot of courage a lot of prayer, and mir-
acles.”

By the end of his high school years in New-
man, Georgia, Oller had mostly overcome the 
bullying. He joined his school’s cross country 
team and became more skilled at playing the 
guitar.

At Fort Jackson Oller felt prepared for the 
physical aspects of basic training having been 
an avid runner in his prep days. He struggled to 
overcome the mental challenges of basic train-
�����������
���������
�����\=���
	����
���(
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������������������������������
in myself,” Oller said.

He later began to understand the drill ser-
geants wanted to mold him into a better Sol-
dier.

In July 2020, Oller graduated from the 
Army’s basic Public Affairs course at the De-
fense Information School, Fort Meade, Mary-
land. Oller moved onto his next assignment at 
8�
������ ��

��&�� ��� ^�
"�� _������� �
�
��
remained in high spirits and he hoped to pro-
pose to his girlfriend, Amariah. Meetings with 
�
�� ���� �
��� 	������ �������� ��������� ��
�
Oller. The stresses of boot camp at times had 
his mind racing and he said his interview ses-
sions gave him a needed break.

“It allowed me to have some separation 
from the drill sergeants and all the other train-
ees,” he said. “I was able to also hear my own 
thoughts and to get some therapy … in a way.”

Dannehl took a journey himself to become 
�������&�
����_��������(

Screenshot

Spc. Josh Oller embraces his girlfriend Amariah, after completing Basic Com-
bat Training at Fort Jackson. Oller was one of five recruits featured in the new 
Roku documentary series ‘10 Weeks.’ The series takes an in-depth look into 
Army Basic Combat Training and explores the stories of the recruits, who 
come from a diverse range of backgrounds. 

ON POST

See BCT: Page 19

Docuseries takes raw, unfiltered look into BCT
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USAA IS PROUD TO PRESENT 
AMERICA’S GAME.

USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. No Department of Defense or government agency endorsement. The trademarks, logos and names of other companies, products and services 

are the property of their respective owners. USAA is not endorsed with or affiliated with the academy. This Academy receives financial support for this sponsorship. © 2021 USAA. 282526-1221

THAT’S WHAT MAKES THIS 
MORE THAN A GAME.

IT’S MORE THAN A COLLEGE EDUCATION. 
THEY’RE MORE THAN PLAYERS.

TUNE IN FOR THE 122ND ARMY-NAVY GAME | SATURDAY, 11DEC, 1500 ET ON CBS

ON POST

Target practice
Master Sgt. Vincente Benjamin Barker, 
Chief Paralegal at the 81st Readiness 
Division, fires his weapon during the 
Aachen Rifle Range privately owned 
weapons day Nov. 20 at Fort Jackson. 
Barker said that when you’re shooting, 
there are only three things of impor-
tance: you, your weapon, and the target.

Photo by SGT. JOHN W. TODD
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ON POST

By MEL SLATER
Chaplain Center 
and School

Two Chaplain School noncomis-
������������
�� 
�����������$������
�
��'
���\����
������
���"
������
���� �����
���� ������
�� ��������������
���
��
�������
��"���(��!��������(

)
�� \��� ��� �� <~?���� 
��������
��"
��� ��������� ��� �
�������� ����
��"����� ��������� ��
������� �
���
������ ��� �
�� ��$���� ��� �����
�
�$��
�������������$�
��������������-

�"���������(� \��� $
�$�
��� ��
-
��������
������������	�������$�
�-
��������$�	��������
���
��������
��
���� ����� �� ��
��� ��� ��
�� ���� ����
��� ���$��!� �$�
�������� ��@�
��-
������� �
���	�������������	
������
��@���� ��� ��
������ �	�@�� ��
$�(�
)
�� ��"
��� ��� ��������� 	�� }�^��
�
�������������
�����"$���������$�-
��������(

Q������"�� �����
�� }�^�� ��
&�
���������
��
�$���������$�
������
��
�����\�����
��)�������$
�@����
�-
�����"�� ��
@���� �"$$�
�� ���8�����
��

�
�
�@�
� �
��� ���� 	�(� )
��� �
��
�����
�(�8�
@���������
�(

:/
����
������"�������
���$�����-
����� �"��� ���$���� ��
� �$$�
�"��-
�������8���(�<������������
���������-
������������
�/
��
����
������
�
�
�!��$�����������
����$�������������
�
����$$�
�"����(�)
��������
��������
�
��"����� 	"�� �
��
� �����
�
�$� ����
�
�@�� $"�
��� �
��� ��� �!����� �
��
������
�� ���� �
��"���� ���
� 
��-
�
���� ����� �
�� �
�$����� 8�
���{��
������� �����
� ��������� �����
�� 8��(�
\��(� ������ 8�
��
��(� :�����
��

���
�� ��� ������ �����
�� ��"
��� ���
��
��@�(�)
���"��"
�����������������
�
���_��
������_������� �
��'
���
�
�$������{�$"�
� �����
�� ����!���(�
�����$
�"������
���	��
����������"
�
�����
�(��

��������� �
��"����� ��� �
�� ��$�
=������
�
����������
��"$�
��
����-
������ ��
��@������ �����
���
�����
}�
�
���
�����(

:��{�� �
���� �
��� ��"
� ���
�� ����
������ �� �
��"����� �8����
� ����-
�
����"
��������� ���
��"����� �
��
\����
� �����
�� ��"
��� ��
��@����


���
�� ��� �
�� ��$� =����� ����� ���-
�����(�:\���
��$����������������
�
}�^�����
���
������������������-
��������������� ������$��������$
�-
�����������������$�
����������
����
�-
������ ��@��(� �{�� �!�
������ 	�������
���� ����� ��{�� �@�
(� #��������� ��
������������"
��������
"����
��&-
�"�� ��� 
�@�� 
��� $��$��� ��� ����� ���
�

�"�
� �
�� $
�����(� �@�
��
����

�$$���� ��
��� 
���������� ��{�������
"$��
���
�
�(�

Chaplain School NCOs excel at Master Leader Course

See CHAPLAINS: Page 16
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FREE Initial Consultation

Bonnie P. Horn

Horn Law Firm
Bonnie P. Horn

Attorney at Law

1215 Elmwood Avenue
(803) 252-HORN (4676)

Cross
Engraving Service

4482 Ft. Jackson Blvd., Exit 10 off I-77
���������	
����
���������

	�����
����

803-790-2744

RETIRING
THANK YOU FOR YOUR LOYALTY 

THE PAST 30 YEARS.

Coldwell 
Banker
Realty

803.422.9605
  Leah.Anderson@cbrealty.com

   Leah Anderson-Realtor

 � MILITARY AFFILIATED
 � I CAN SELL, BUY, OR

RENT TO MEET ALL
YOUR NEEDS.

HONORS

Saluting this BCT cycle’s honorees DRILL SERGEANTS OF THE CYCLE    

This
We'll

DEFEND

WHITEHOUSE FOSTERMACK

Staff Sgt. Kyle 
Whitehouse
Alpha Company,
2nd Battalion, 13th 
Infantry Regiment

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Sean Cuba

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Spc. Malik Spence

Staff Sgt. 
Brittany Foster
Charlie Company,
2nd Battalion, 13th 
Infantry Regiment

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Chamile Fisher

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Spc. Noah Fraser

Sgt. 1st Class
Luther Mack III
Bravo Company,
2nd Battalion, 13th 
Infantry Regiment

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Austin Falish

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Pvt. Briston Schreiber

NON BEASLEY

Staff Sgt.
Michael Non
Delta Company,
2nd Battalion, 13th 
Infantry Regiment

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Ariana Pearce

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Pvt. Andrew Tempel

Staff Sgt.
Kenya Beasley
Foxtrot Company,
2nd Battalion, 13th 
Infantry Regiment

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Delaney Shuffett

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Pvt. Jacob Nikitas
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Experienced
����������	
����
�

1419 Bull Street Suite B
Columbia, SC 29201

������������������

Auto Accidents 

DUI

Criminal Defense 

Licensed to practice in 
South Carolina State 
and Federal Courts

803-400-2345

S.R. Anderson, Attorney At Law
Former JAG Officer

In private practice in Columbia 35 years.
Free initial consultation.

Divorce, Adoption, Legal Separation,
Probate, Wills, Auto Accidents.

Call (803) 252-2828.

ON POST
FAITH GROUP DAY TIME PLACE

Catholic Mass Sunday 9:30-10:30 a.m. Main Post Chapel 
Catholic Mass Mon-Fri Noon Main Post Chapel 
Gospel Service Sunday 9:45 a.m. Daniel Circle Chapel 
Protestant Sunday 11 a.m.-noon Main Post Chapel   

INITIAL ENTRY TRAINING

 DAY TIME PLACE 
Anglican Sunday 9-10 a.m. Magruder Chapel 
* Catholic Mass Sunday 8–9 a.m. Solomon Center 
* Protestant Consolidated Service Sunday 9:30-10:30 a.m. Solomon Center 
The Bridge Sunday 9-10 a.m. Anderson Chapel 
* Church of Christ Sunday 10:30-11:30 a.m. Magruder Chapel 
* Hispanic Protestant Service Sunday 9-10 a.m. Family Life Center 
* Islamic Service Sunday 8-9 a.m. Main Post Chapel 
Islamic Jumah Friday Noon-12:45 p.m. Main Post Chapel 
Jewish Service Sunday 10-11:30 a.m. Main Post Chapel Fellowship Hall 
* The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints Sunday 10:30 a.m.-noon Anderson Chapel 
* Orthodox Christian Service
��	��	������	������	�������������� ����
��� �!"#$�#!"#�
�%��� '()+�)��/��
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* Postponed due 
to Covid-19.
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National Land Realty is offering 17.35 +/- acres with two 

docks and many lakefront opportunities for an  asking price 

of $445,000. This gently sloping acreage located less than 

10 miles from Camden would allow you to build your 

own private peaceful lake home retreat on one or the 

other portions! With over 690 feet of water frontage on 

the Camden side of Lake Wateree (near Shaw Recreation 

Area), numerous recreational opportunities such as sailing, 

boating and fishing are all possible. This property is perfect 

for a family compound or for 2 families that want lake 

homes next to each other yet completely private because 

of the extra acreage.  Easy access to the property with 

established roadways and connectable to Cassatt Water 

and Lynches River Electric Power in this previously tree-

farmed natural setting. Owner is not willing to subdivide. 

Bring any reasonable offers. For more information contact 

the Listing Agent, Nick Ardis, at (803)236-8411 or nardis@

nationalland.com  To see video and photos, the following 

link will lead directly to the property:  

https://nationalland.com/listing/waterfront-acreage-with-docks

LAKE WATEREE
WATERFRONT ACREAGE

HONORS

Chaplains
Continued from Page 13

She enlisted in the Army in Norfolk, 
Virginia Military Entrance Processing 
Station in 2005 and completed Basic 
Combat Training at Fort Jackson and Ad-
vanced Individual Training at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas.   

Flanigan is currently assigned to the 
Chaplain School’s Training Directorate, 
Fort Jackson. 

Wright graduated in the top 10% of 
his class with superior academic achieve-

ment at Fort Benning, Georgia.  
“MLC was one of the most challeng-

����}���������������^����
��'�������
courses I have ever attended. It helped me 
to identify my strengths and weakness as 
a senior NCO in the areas of public speak-
ing, army writing, critical and creative 
thinking, and operating at the strategic 
level,” Wright said. “The course also gave 
me an azimuth check on leadership: being 
a servant leader and a leader of character. 
To achieve such honors in this demanding 
course required late nights, microwave 
dinners, and lots of prayer. I am thankful 
to have attended, and extremely glad I am 
mission complete.”

Wright is a native of Brunswick, Geor-

gia who enlisted in the Army in June 
1999, and attended Basic Combat Train-
ing at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. After complet-
ing BCT, he attended the Metal Worker 
Advanced Individual Training at Aber-
deen Proving Grounds in Maryland. In 
March 2009, he reclassed to Religious 
Affairs Specialist.

Wright currently is serving as the se-
nior platoon sergeant for the Chaplain 
������^����
������
���"
��(�

Flanigan and Wright have demon-
strated a high level of competence and 
leadership skills with their individual 
����
������\��(�)
���
�@���
��$���������
to go far in the Army. How far remains 
to be seen.
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AROUND THE ARMY

Self-help
Continued from Page 7

Now that self-help is available, barracks Soldiers need-
ing repairs that can be completed by themselves can give 
a list of needed items to their facility managers. Those 
managers will then be able to purchase the needed items 
from LCI and be delivered to the Soldier once purchased.

“Whether it is the barracks or dining facilities, I ask 
the question to our leaders, ‘Is this someplace you would 
take your Family? To allow the loved ones of our trainees 
(and Soldiers) to visit?’” Michaelis said. “If we can as-
sume responsibility, and then (provide) resources to allow 
basic levels of repairs, we go a long way to that idea of 
ownership.”

Badges
Continued from Page 7

“You guys want to add some extra 
rules now or do you want to wait until 
we get ahead?” shouted one.

“Al Pacino called and said he wants 
his hair grease back,” said another.

“Police won of course,” said Maj. 
John Ferrell, Fort Jackson Provost Mar-
�
��(�:)
����������
����
�����
�
������
we are proud to leave with the victory.”

Sweaty and somewhat tired, the 

teams returned to the station house to-
gether for a lunch of grilled hotdogs, 
chilli and numerous side dishes. 

Garrison Command Sgt. Maj. R. Ce-
sar Duran joined Lanchester to congrat-
ulate the teams and present the coveted 
three-foot trophy. 

Team members jeered each other 
again making promises of strong return 
next year when they will face off again 
to claim the top title and years’ worth of 
bragging rights. 

:)
�� $������� �
�� ���� ���
������
medical technicians see each other all 
the time on calls but during calls it’s 
down to business,” Ferrell said. “It’s 

good to get out to build camaraderie, 
fellowship and enjoy each other’s com-
pany.”

Though the day was concluded and 
the teams returned to their regular du-
ties, Ferrell had some advice for the 
����� �
�� ��
� ��!�� ���
{�� ������� ��� �
��
������(

“Keep trying,” Ferrell said jokingly. 
:\��	�� ��� �
��� ������ �
��� $
��������
sports instead of just dragging hoses 
around the parking lot they would do 
better. They tried really hard and we 
will work hard to get some participation 
trophies so everyone will leave with 
something.”
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C L A S S I F I E D S
Services

Childcare

Bright New Beginnings, CDC
Certified teachers and small classrooms. 
Monday - Friday
Saturdays and Sundays 5am -3pm

Call or text: 803-457-9894

Real Estate

Land/Lots For Sale

LAKE WATEREE
 WATERFRONT ACREAGE
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Items for Sale

Auctions
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Wanted to Buy

WE BUY CARS
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Services

Home Repairs & Improvement
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EXTERIOR GUTTERS & HOME 
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Lawn Care/Tree Service
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Jobs

Drivers Wanted
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Help Wanted
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Real Estate

Homes For Sale
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Land/Lots For Sale
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For Rent
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USC & MIDLAND’S TECH
PC #1211 2/2 $1050
PZ #109 2/1 $840
PC #211Studio  $675

NORTH COLUMBIA
3704 Palmetto Ave. 3/2       $1275

— FOR RENT —
803-988-0097

www.landmarkresources.biz
1516 Richland Street
Columbia, SC 29201

rentals@landmarkresources.biz

4902 Holmes Ave.                  1/1      $600 
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From ships to filmmaking
August “Augie” Dannehl grew up just outside New York City in 

the small New Jersey suburb of Demarest. Show business ran in his 
family; his mother and father both starred on the Broadway stage and 
met on the set of “Evita.” He always dreamed of following his par-
ents’ into entertainment, but on the production side.
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Navy as a nuclear reactor operator on aircraft carriers.

He had been exposed to a wealth of cultures in New Jersey and 
New York and said he noticed the increasing diversity in the U.S. 
Army. He developed a deeper respect for the branch he didn’t join.
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Gale in a New York coffee shop. “We hit it off,” Dannehl said.
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of military veterans called “We Are the Mighty,” or WATM.

Medal of Honor recipient Jack Jacobs, a Vietnam War Army vet-
eran pushed the idea of crafting a documentary on the Army’s basic 
combat training, which Dannehl and his crew immediately endorsed. 
In 2012 Jacobs published the book “Basic: Surviving Boot Camp and 
Basic Training.”

WATM partnered with Blumhouse Television to excute on Jacob’s 
vision, to capture transition from civilian to Soldier. Dannehl knew 
that from a visual perspective that Army boot camp had the most to 
offer.

“You want to see as much of that kind of physical training, with 
the weapons and going through the wilderness,” said Dannehl, now 
the head of production at WATM. “You know that offers you a lot to 
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always … the top choice.”
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Although they shot in the milder winter of South Carolina, sometimes 
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The crew had to endure tumultuous weather and cover cameras 
amid downpours.
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geant had to call the range operations, which he said he’s never had 
to do before,” Dannehl said. “He didn’t think that it was fair to have 
trainees out there. As long as they were out there, we were out there.”
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transformational experience of basic training; from the time the re-
cruits shed their identities as civilians to the moments when they as-
similate into military culture.

“I wanted to capture how gritty and how hardcore of an experi-
ences there is,” Rowe said.
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“Ten Weeks” premiered Nov. 11 on The Roku Channel. The series 
can be viewed on The Roku Channel, which is available on Roku de-
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Samsung TVs and can be accessed in the U.S., Canada and the U.K.
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 The  L ugoff 
 Automotive 

 Group

 277 Pre-Owned 
 Cars Trucks 
 SUV’s Vans!

 UPGRADE
 YOUR RIDE!  

 LOWER YOUR 
 PAYMENT!

 You’ll Pay Less In Lugoff   . . . A Lot Less!

 108 SUV’S  97 TRUCKS  72 CARS

 

 CAR O  LINA
 979 US HWY 1 SOUTH

 LUGOFF, SC   803-438-6124
 LugoffFord.com

 878 US HWY 1 SOUTH
 LUGOFF, SC   803-438-2772

 LugoffToyota.com

 825 US HWY 1 SOUTH
 LUGOFF, SC   803-438-1241

 LugoffChevroletBuickGMC.com

 891 US HWY 1 SOUTH
 LUGOFF, SC   803-438-9160

 CarolinaCDJR.com

 BLACK FRIDAY
 Pre-Owned Sale 
 Going On NOW!

 It’s Always Fast, Fair & Friendly At Lugoff Automotive!


