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Maj. Gen. Thomas S. Vandal
Commander

arriors, as the
weather has
improved here on
the Korean Peninsula, Soldiers
and their Families have started to
get out and enjoy the local com-
munity. We have had several great
events recently to include the Best
Warrior Competition, where the
210th Field Artillery Brigade made
a clean sweep of the Officer, Non-
commissioned Officer, Soldier and
KATUSA categories. These “Best of
the Best” Warriors will go on to com-
pete at the Eighth Army Best Warrior
Competition, where I am sure they
will show everyone on the peninsula
that 2ID Soldiers truly are “Second to
None”
We are scheduled to host the

Issues with misconduct are not
limited to the different military
installations where 2ID Soldiers live
and work, it is also happening out
in the community where the Korean
people look at each and every one of
us as a representative of the United
States, the United States Army and
the 2nd Infantry Division. If we are
not mindful about our behavior and
the importance of the Alliance, we
could be our own misdoing.

As 21D Soldiers and guests in
Korea, please remember that your
actions as an individual affects us
all as a whole. Having enjoyed more
than 60 years with our host nation
partners, the division’s ability to
“Fight Tonight” is greatly impacted
by our actions each and every day

Command Sgt. Maj. Andrew J. Spano
2nd Inf. Div. Command Sergeant Major

Broundbreaking: The Start

to 2IDs New Home

ship with the surrounding government
officials and communities in the southern
Gyeonggi province and northern Chun-
gcheongnam province. Much like the
relationships that we have developed in
the northern part of Gyeonggi province,’
Vandal said.

“We are sorry to say goodbye;” said
Ahn, Byung-yong, mayor of Uijeongbu
city.

“The 2ID has been stationed in the
northern part of Korea for about 60 years.
They are still contributing to not only the
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2nd Infantry Division

as members of the ROK-U.S. Alli-
ance. Misconduct negatively impacts

safeness of South Korea, but also world
peace;” Ahn said.

annual Warrior Friendship Week
which focuses on the special rela-
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Andrew J. Spano
Command Sergeant Major
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tionship between 2ID Soldiers, our
KATUSA counterparts, and our
friends at the ROK army. This event
will showcase the strongest Alliance
in the world. I'm proud to be a part
of the friendship and camaraderie
with the ROK army, the KATUSAs
and the local community that con-
tinues to grow more and more each
year.

While events like these strengthen
the division, there is another unfor-
tunate part of the warm weather
that seems to happen each year. As
Soldiers venture out of the barracks
and from their homes into the com-
munity, careless misbehavior sneaks
into our formations and impedes all
of our positive activities and actions.

our mission requirements, does not
reflect our Army Values or the War-
rior Ethos, and it erodes our capabili-
ties as a force. Whether you realize

it or not, Soldiers who misbehave

responsibility to make the correction.
Yes, competence is my watchword,
but we need leaders and Soldiers of
high character to represent this divi-
sion. The Korean people not only
out in the community erode what so expect nothing but the best from us,
many before us have built in the divi-  they deserve it.
sion. I urge everyone (Officers, NCOs,
When out and about in the com- Soldiers, civilians and Family mem-
munity, remember to not lose focus. bers alike) to take care of each other
We are here in Korea for a reason. and don’t forget who you are, where
Remember our Army Values. Keep you are, and why you are here. Mis-
close to your heart the NCO Creed, behavior erodes the great history
which states “My two basic respon- that so many 2ID Soldiers have built
sibilities will always be uppermost throughout our history here in Korea
in my mind-accomplishment of and throughout the world. Second
my mission and the welfare of my Infantry Division Soldiers represent
Soldiers” If you see something that only the best.
doesn’t look right, then it is YOUR Second to None!
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STORY BY
cPLLEE DONG-HYUN
2ID PUBLIC AFFAIRS

At last, the construction of Freeman
Hall in Pyongtaek, South Korea, has start-
ed. A ground breaking ceremony for the
new 2nd Infantry Division Headquarters
was held April 7 at Camp Humphreys.

“It officially recognizes the beginning
of the 2nd Inf. Div. repositioning, which
is part of the United States Forces Korea
re-stationing and transition plan through-

out South Korea,” said Maj. Gen. Thomas
S. Vandal, 2nd Inf. Div. commander.

The repositioning of 2nd Inf. Div. to
Area I is one of the biggest projects
throughout the USFK re-stationing and
transition plan. It includes moving thou-
sands of forward-stationed Soldiers and
equipment from Area 1.

The new headquarters is scheduled to
provide a three-story climate controlled
complex that will house the 2nd Inf. Div.
command team staff with public service
functions, related units, joint use confer-

ence, and support facilities. The project
also includes a operations and network
center, and the division’s parade field.

The 2nd Inf. Div. Headquarters has
been located in several areas to include
France, the U.S., Ireland, England, Bel-
gium, Germany, and the former Republic
of Czechoslovakia before finally settling
down in the Uijeongbu city, Republic of
Korea.

“As our Soldiers and Families move to
Camp Humphreys, 2ID will continue to
engage and build an even closer relation-

The budget for the construction of the
new Freeman Hall is about $39.8 million
which is being funded by the Korean
government. Pohang Iron and Steel
Company Engineering & Construction
(POSCO E&C) serves as the contractor.
The expected date of completion is Febru-
ary 2016.

“We are going to do our best,” said
Kim, Hyung-pil, vice president of POSCO
E&C. “POSCO E&C is proud to contrib-
ute to the ROK-U.S. Alliance. We will
fully engage ourselves in the construction
as we think of ourselves as part of the
Alliance”

The Commanding General of the 2nd Infantry Division, Maj. Gen. Thomas S.
Vandal and the AREA I and 21D EO/ SHARP.Program Manager, Lt. Col. Pris-
cella Mclver, sign the Sexual Assault Awareness Month Proclamation during

a ceremony at Camp CGasey’s Warrior,Club, April 9, 2014. The proclamation
signing demonstrates the division’s commitment to eradicate sexual harass-
ment and sexual assault from our.ranks and our,Army communities.
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SPIRIT OF MANCHU MILE
INSPIRES NEXT GENERATION

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
SPC
1ST ABCT PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Soldiers of the 2nd Infantry Division joined Re-
public of Korea army Soldiers to participate in the
25-mile Manchu Mile at Camp Casey/Hovey, South
Korea, on April 3, 2014.

The Manchu Mile March honors the 85-mile
march of the 9th Inf. Regiment during the 1900
Boxer Rebellion in China. The history of this march
is revered and passed down through the generations
of Soldiers, inspiring them to participate.

“My grandfather is a retired sergeant in the
United States Army, and I grew up listening to
him talking about the Manchu Mile, so I wanted
to honor that tradition,” said Pfc. Thomas Michael
Bostick, a Bradley driver with 2nd Battalion, 9th Inf.
Regt. Div., 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team, 2nd
Inf. Div,, and a native of Dallas.

The semi-annual Manchu Mile March incorpo-
rates teamwork and camaraderie to drive and moti-
vate participants to push through pain and fatigue,
allowing them to finish the march.

This sense of teamwork is a characteristic of the
march that Sgt. 1st Class Carlos Hernandez, an M1
Armor crewman with Company C, 2nd Bn., 9th
Inf. Regt., 1st ABCT, and a native of Clint, Texas,

appreciates and knows well as he’s had to lean on
the help and encouragement of others to finish the
seven Manchu Mile marches that he’s participated
in since 1999.

“Talking to battle buddies helps me to pull
through when I'm tired,” said Hernandez. “We
start making jokes and talking about fun stuff, and
time just flies”

Each Soldier had their own personal motivation
for wanting to finish the march, from not wanting
to be a burden on their battle buddies to honoring
the tradition of the march and proving to them-
selves that they could tackle and finish the chal-
lenge. Yet others did it for loved ones back home.

“I wanted to do the march to prove to myself that
I could complete it,” said Pvt. Jesse Lopez-Thomp-
son, an infantryman with 2nd Bn., 9th Inf. Regt.,
and a native of Erie, Penn. “I also was driven by my
unborn child. Thinking of him pushed me on every
time I wanted to quit”

Soldiers continue to push themselves so that they
wouldn't let their fellow Soldiers carry their weight
if they couldn't keep up or fell out of the march.

“What motivated me not to quit was when we
were told that if anyone fell out, then the other
marchers would have to carry our ruck sack;” said
Bostick. “I wasn't going to be the Soldier who did
that to their battle buddies.”

As fatigue set in, Soldiers pushed through the
discomfort as they took solace in thinking of the
things that many people take for granted when not
faced with such an arduous task.

“All T thought of was a hot shower, a massage and
sleeping until about 1800 the following afternoon,”
said Lopez-Thompson.

Many participants found challenges in unex-
pected areas, aspects that they originally thought
would be minor setbacks or even welcome breaks,
causing them to have to dig down and find the will
to drive on.

“The hills were what really got me, because if
there had been no hills, I'd do the march again right
now; said Lopez-Thompson. “But the breaks were
the hardest part of the march because after each
break I didn't want to get up and do it anymore.”

Despite the pain and exhaustion, the Soldiers
who were able to complete the march earned a belt
buckle with the motto, “Keep Up the Fire” printed
on it, demonstrating their ability to fight tonight if
need arises.

“This march prepares us to fight tonight if we
need to since North Korea is closer than 25 miles
away; said Lopez-Thompson. “If a vehicle breaks
down and we need to get supplies, we've got our feet
and manpower to get us there so we can keep up the
fire”
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BuacksMITH EXERCISE RENEWS ALERTNESS

STORY AND PHOTOS BY

PFC SONG GUN-WOO
210TH FAB PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Soldiers from 210th Field Artillery Brigade participated in a
field training exercise March 3-12 near Yeoncheon, South Ko-
rea, to hone their skills in a field environment.

It is the first time that the Soldiers of 70th Brigade Support
Battalion have practiced field operations as a whole battal-
ion.

Lt. Col. Shane Barna, battalion commander of the 70th BSB,
explained how his Soldiers learned to properly use cover and
concealment, set up equipment, and conduct convoy missions.

The realistic training helped the Soldiers refresh on their
tactical skills, said Barna, an Omaha, Neb., native.

The goal is that by the end of the exercise, the Soldiers can
walk away confident that they know what to do if they were
called to “fight tonight”, said 1st Sgt. Susan Floyd, from Brent-
wood, Md., the senior enlisted adviser for Company B.

During the training, Soldiers not only improved in their
specific duty positions, but also familiarized themselves in other
career fields.

“I was able to learn about what the signal company does and
how their equipment works,” said Spc. Won Jun, a wheeled vehi-
cle mechanic assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Com-
pany. “It helped me integrate with the other companies within
the battalion and learn their roles as we worked together.”

Jun, from Riverside, Calif., also added the training taught
him to have situational awareness.

According to Capt. Jeffrey Teplis, from Marietta, Ga., the
training was broken down to the squad and platoon level.

“I think this exercise will open their eyes to field craft: the
complexities of moving a unit to the field, basic reactions to
contact drills, Nuclear, Biological and Chemical drills, and
defensive drills,” said Teplis, the battalion operations officer.
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on experience and renew their sense of alertness.

Z2nd/InfantryDivision; preparetodoithe ManchuMileMarchat Gamp Gasey, South
Korea; on'April 137 20145 (photo by Spc. JacquelineDowland; 1st ABGT; PAQ)
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Pilots from 2nd Battalion (Assault), 2nd Aviation Regiment and 3rd General Support Aviation Battalion flew in
more than 300 Republic of Korea and U.S. Marines on 25 UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters for an air assault, March
13, 2014 on the multipurpose range complex. (Photo courtesy of Spc. Christopher Bodin, 2nd CAB PAO)
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STORY BY
SGT
2ND CAB PUBLIC AFFAIRS

‘Katchi Kapshida’ or ‘We go
together, doesn’t only apply to the
friendship between the Republic
of Korea and United States Army.
It also describes the relationship
between all U.S. military branches
stationed in Korea.

Soldiers from 2nd Combat Avia-
tion Brigade assisted the ROK and
United States Marines in complet-
ing an air assault mission, March
13,2014, at a multi-purpose range

complex in Northern South Korean.

Aviation Soldiers from 2nd
Battalion (Assault), 2nd Aviation
Regiment and 3rd General Support
Aviation Battalion provided air
support to more than 300 ROK and
U.S. Marines on 25 UH-60 Black-
hawk helicopters for the air assault.

“In my three years with this unit,
I have never been a part of such a
large operation,” said Richmond,

Va. native Spc. Christopher E. Bo-
din, a UH-60 Black Hawk helicop-
ter repairer, assigned to Company
B, 2-2nd Avn. Regt. “Seeing 25
helicopters take off at one time was
simply amazing as well as a good
show of force.”

All battalions in 2nd CAB had a
part in making the mission a suc-
cessful one. Even though 2-2nd
Avn. Regt. had the lead, the bri-
gade as a whole worked as a team
to complete the mission.

“All Soldiers from the youngest
private that is pumping fuel, gath-
ering parts, or turning wrenches
in support of the mission gets to
see and understand what it takes
to support the war time mission,”
said Florence, Mo. native, Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. James Johnson, 2-2
Avn. Regt. senior enlisted advisor.

Soldiers from Company E, 2-2
Avn. Regt., established a 10-point
forward area refueling point on a
runway for all helicopters involved
in the assault. Pilots from 4th

Aerial Reconnaissance Battalion
(Attack), 2nd Aviation Regiment
flew AH-64 Apache helicopters,
assisting Blackhawk pilots with
overhead security and navigation to
the landing zone.

“This type of training ensures
that the ROK-U.S. Alliance has faith
in one another’s ability to support

Soldiers from Company E, 2nd Battalion (Assault), 2nd Aviation Regiment, establish a 10-point for-
ward area refueling point for all helicopters involved in the 2-2 Avn. Regt. Republic of Korea/ Marine
air assault, March 13, 2014 in South Korea. (Photo courtesy of Spc. Christopher Bodin, 2nd CAB PAO)

and defend, should the armistice
fail,” said Johnson.

2-2 Avn. Regt. and other units in
2nd CAB conduct assault training
various times throughout a year,
and at least biannually there are
chances to conduct air assaults with
other branches of the U.S. and ROK
military.

APRIL 25 2014

i

AVIATORS COMPETE TO SURPASS THEIR PEERS

STORY BY

sGT NICOLE HALL
2ND CAB PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Soldiers from 2nd Combat Aviation Brigade, 2nd In-
fantry Division, competed in the Best Warrior Compe-
tition March 24-27 on Camp Humphreys, South Korea.

The individual competition tested the Soldiers’
ability to perform with their peers physically, mentally
and tactically. There were four categories of competi-
tors: commissioned officers, noncommissioned officers,
Soldiers and Korean Augmentees to the U. S. Army.

The competition is a Department of the Army
annual competition where Soldiers from 12 major com-
mands across the Army compete in hopes of making it
to Fort Lee, Va., where the final competition is held.

The competitors were tested on Army knowledge,
warrior tasks and battle drills, rifle marksmanship,
physical fitness and their appearance in front of a
board.

On day one, the competition began with the Army
Physical Fitness Test. Immediately following the APFT,
Soldiers began a six-mile ruck march carrying an
M-16 rifle and a ruck sack full of gear. As competitors
finished ruck marching, they had to complete various
exercises with their weapons until it was time to qualify
at the range.

“It was pretty difficult to do a PT test and go straight
into a ruck march,” said Cpl. David Cotton, a Los Ange-
les native and a power generation equipment repairer,
assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Company;,
2nd CAB. “At about the third mile into the ruck march,
I started running out of gas and had to pace myself to
make it through?”

After a physically draining first day, the second day

proved to be just as, if not more, difficult.

On day two of the competition, Soldiers were evalu-
ated on operating a single-channel radio, land naviga-
tion, operation of chemical masks, first aid and how to
request a medical evacuation.

After two days of grueling physical tasks, the com-
petitors were rewarded with a day of rest. Many used
the time to study and continue preparing their Army
Service Uniforms for the upcoming board. Soldiers
went before a board of command sergeants major and a
first sergeant from within the brigade, during the final
portion of the competition.

“The most challenging part of the competition was
appearing before the board,” said Copperas Cove, Texas
native Sgt. Marshall Duran, an aircraft power plant re-
pairer assigned to Co. C, 602nd Avn. Support Battalion.
“Being put on the spot and not messing up was on my
mind throughout the board. I wanted to do my best
and set a good example for my Soldiers”

Board members tallied results and announced the
winners of the competition. Four Soldiers were pre-
sented coins for their success and will advance to the
2nd Inf. Div. Best Warrior Competition in April.

“It was a very challenging week for me;” said Spc.
Raul E. Garza, a flight medic assigned to Co. C, 3rd
General Spt. Avn. Bn., from Spring, Texas. “I spent long
days in the books trying to soak in as much as I could.
Participating in this competition really increased my
motivation to want to accomplish more in the division
competition and in the Army. I gained more self-es-
teem competing”

Taron CAFE AIMS TO PLEASE SOLDIERS PALETTES

STORY BY

sGT NICOLE HALL
2ND CAB PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Once a month, junior Soldiers
come together at the Talon Café
dining facility on Camp Humphreys,
South Korea, in between serving
hours. Their notebooks are full of
ideas and feedback from their peers
and other Soldiers about their experi-
ences while dining.

Leaders from the 2nd Combat
Aviation Brigade Talon Café hosted a
council meeting at the DFAC March
21, in order to give 2nd CAB Soldiers

a chance to have their feedback heard.

Soldiers appointed by their com-
mand as Better Opportunities for
Single Soldiers representatives, an
Army program of Morale, Welfare
and Recreation, attend council meet-
ings as advocates for single Soldiers
and unaccompanied bachelors in
their battalions.

“We get all the BOSS reps in-
volved from each battalion that
uses our DFAC,” said Sgt. 1st Class
Daniel Welker, food service manager
assigned to Headquarters Support
Company, 602nd Avn., Support Bat-
talion, native of Wheeling, W.V. “The
purpose of this meeting is to find out
what the Soldiers are looking for in

their DFAC, how we can improve and
make any necessary changes to be the
best.

During the meeting, BOSS repre-
sentatives read notes from Soldiers
about possible improvements from
adding cheese to eggs during break-
fast to adding extra cashiers during
busy times.

“Recommendations are heard
from Soldiers and changes are made
on a regular basis,” said Welker. “Sol-
diers seem more enthusiastic since we
began changing the menu. I see more
smiling faces during breakfast and
lunch times”

The Talon Café also uses feedback
collected from comment cards, face-
to-face conversations and interac-
tive customer evaluation reports to
improve service.

“We've already included an espres-
so machine from feedback previously
received,” said Welker. “Our goal is to
make the Soldiers experience at the
Talon Café what they want it to be.
Before they would go purchase a $5
coffee, now they come to the dining
facility”

The group also discussed facility
cleanliness, midnight hours, customer
service and continuing to expand the
menu to keep Soldiers running to the
Talon Café.

“As a single Soldier myself, I have
the opportunity to get first-hand
honest feedback from Soldiers on
what they think about the DFAC;”
said Pfc. Fernando Reyes-Flores, a
quartermaster and chemical equip-
ment repairer and battalion BOSS
representative, assigned to Company
E, 3rd General Support Avn. Bn., 2nd
Avn. Regt., and native of Compton,
Calif. “I come here every day too!

I talk with single Soldiers prior to
council meetings to get their opinion
on their DFAC. So far, I've noticed
the DFAC incorporate more serving
lines, helping Soldiers spend less time
waiting. I definitely feel that Talon
Café is listening to the feedback from

council meetings”

Units from different areas of Camp
Humphreys are welcomed to dine at
the Talon Café. Non-meal card hold-
ers and civilians can dine for a small
fee and submit feedback as well.

Talon Café will continue to hold
monthly council meetings to improve
the quality of life of Soldiers. Anyone
from Camp Humphreys is welcomed
to attend and contribute feedback to
improve services. For more informa-
tion on the Talon Café and the next
council meeting, contact the chief
food operations manager Master Sgt.
Walter Moore at DSN: (315) 753-
8218.
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INTEROPERABILITY IMPROVES UNITS"
FIRE SUPPORT OPERATIONS

Leaders from 210th Field Artillery Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division, the ROK 5000th
Field Artillery Battalion, and the Il Marine Expeditionary Force discuss coordination
between their units for a combined live-fire exercise at Rocket Valley near Cheor-
won, South Korea, March 26, 2014.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY

STAFF SGT CARLOS R. DAVIS
210TH FAB PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The 210th Field Artillery Brigade, 2nd Infantry
Division joined U. S. Marines and Republic of Korea
Army Soldiers for a combined joint live-fire exercise
in Rocket Valley near Cheorwon, South Korea March
24-28.

The three services worked together to enhance the
interoperability of the units to provide coordinated
fire support.

“We are able to demonstrate our ability to use U.S.
Army technology and integrate it with our Korean
counterparts and show our joint capability by working
with the U.S. Marine Corps to provide accurate, lethal

[IEARUNIVER

Soldiers from 210th Field Artillery Brigade, 2nd
Infantry Division participate in the Head Start pro-

gram March 19, at Shinhan University, Dongduch-
eon, South Korea. The programiis designed to help
Soldiers understand Korean culture.

HEADISTARTIERE

and timely artillery fires,” said Lt. Col. Mark Brock, the
commander of 6th Bn., 37th FA Regt., 210th FA Bde.

U.S. Marines from IIT Marine Expeditionary
Forces traveled more than 6,700 miles from El Paso,
Texas, fired rockets side by side with ROK 5000th
Field Artillery Battalion and 6th Battalion, 37th FA
Regt., in the Republic Korea for the first time using the
High Mobility Artillery Rocket System.

“This is something we typically do not have a
chance to do often as reservists and something I never
had a chance to do on active status; said Capt. John
Hiett, from Albuquerque, N.M., the platoon com-
mander for D Battery, 2nd Bn., 14th Marine Corps.
“Normally our annual training is down in El Paso,
Texas, so this is definitely a change of scenery, and it is

VAMIBLINDS

STORY AND PHOTOS BY

PFCSONG GUN-WOO
210TH FAB PUBLIC AFFAIRS
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Soldiers from the 2nd Infantry Division joined
community members from Kyungmin University
at the opening ceremony of the Head Start Pro-
gram in Uijeongbu, South Korea, March 19, 2014.

Shinhan University in Dongducheon also held
its opening ceremony for the program March 11,
welcoming new Soldiers to the program.

The Head Start Program is designed to help
U.S. Soldiers understand and learn the Korean
culture. The three-day course includes the history
of the Republic of Korea and U.S. Alliance, basic
Korean language and history, and cultural topics
such as Taekwondo and calligraphy.

“It’s a great introduction to Korea,” said Maj.
Grant Brayley, from Toronto, Ohio, information
operations officer for 210th Field Artillery Bri-
gade, 2nd Inf. Div. “It can help incoming Soldiers
understand the Korean culture.”

The ceremonies highlighted the enduring part-
nership between the division and its Korean allies.

“Shinhan University successfully performed the
Head Start Program last year with more than 400
U.S. Soldiers in cooperation with Gyeonggi-do,”
said Dr. Kim Byung-ok, the president of Shinhan

definitely a great place to train””

The units tested their equipment, developed cohe-
sion between branches, and built confidence in their
skills while firing live rockets at a target more than 10
kilometers away.

“This is a terrific opportunity for us to come out
and train with our ROK partners as well as the U.S.
Marines;” said Brock, from Stillwater, Okla. “Com-
bined joint live-fire exercises enhance 210th Field Ar-
tillery Brigade’s readiness to deter aggression against
South Korea”

Through integrating their command and control
processes, the organizations gained a better under-
standing of how each of their systems operate when
receiving, transmitting and processing fire missions.

RINGERIREIFATIONSHIE

University. “By the same token, the scale of the
training is further expanded this year and partici-
pants have increased more than 1,700”

Yoon Chun-mo, Kyungmin University Dean of
the Institute of International Education, highlight-
ed the program’s role in introducing the impor-
tance of the ROK-U.S. Alliance.

“Through this program, you will know the
significance of the Alliance between the two coun-
tries and how important your service is in Korea,”
he said.

For Pvt. Xavier Jenkins, from Tampa Bay, Fla.,
the program helps him understand the culture of
Korea.

“I'm learning how to conduct myself within
the modern society of Korea and how to get along
with the civilians,” said Jenkins, a signal support
system specialist assigned to 579th Forward Signal
Company, 70th Brigade Support Battalion, 210th
FA Bde. “I strongly believe if Soldiers continue
to participate in this program it will continue to
build a stronger relationship with the two coun-
tries.”

The program is held weekly beginning in
March and continues through December. Profes-
sors and faculty members from the universities,
as well as instructors from the local community,
teach the classes.
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Four:Soldiersifrom 210th Field/Artillery Brigade; 2nd Infantry/Division take partinithe Eighth Army .Gombatives Tournament/April
4:at'Seoul/American High\Schoollin\Yongsan Garrison, South Korea: Two of thefour:Soldiers wonfirst place; one'Sofdier;won sec-

ond |place; andone tookfourthiplaceinithetournament. Theteam will contintieion to the All:Army Gombatives Tournamentin the
near future; (US; Army photosibySpc. Sara E: Wiseman; 21 0th Field /Artillery Brigade PubficAffairs/Released)

STORY BY

STAFF SGT CARLOS R. DAVIS
210TH FAB PUBLIC AFFAIRS

As the 2nd Infantry Division Combatives Tour-
nament at Camp Casey, South Korea, came to a
close in March, Pfc. Michael Gales, from Atlanta,
Ga., was presented with a bronze medal for his ef-
forts.

His hopes and dreams of making it to the
Eighth Army competition were just that, hopes and
dreams.

Gales, a motor transport operator assigned to
579th Forward Support Company, 6th Battalion,
37th Field Artillery Battalion, 210th Field Artillery
Brigade, didn’t let his dismay stop him from helping
his teammates prepare for the upcoming competi-
tion.

“Every member on the team has one goal and
that goal is to finish the fight and dominate every
tournament they compete in,” said Sgt. 1st Class
Justin Prince, from Clifton, Texas, the 210th FA

Bde., senior intelligence noncommissioned officer
and coach of the 2nd Inf. Div., team.

After demonstrating his determination to help
others improve in their craft, Gales was awarded a
slot on the division’s team to replace a fellow team-
mate in the Eighth Army tournament.

“The harder I work, the luckier I get,” Gale
said. “This opportunity allows me to focus on
my techniques a little more. I must remember to
slow down and not be so anxious when it’s time
to fight”

With his wrestling and mixed martial arts
background, Gales hopes to redeem himself after
the last tournament showing.

“I have wrestled since I was nine years old,”
he said. “I was state champion as a kid. I was a
three-time high school state placer and four-
time county champion, so I expect to win at the
Eighth Army tournament”

The upcoming Eighth Army Combatives
tournament will take place April 4 at Seoul

American High School at Yongsan Garrison in
Seoul, South Korea.

The U.S. Army first established combatives as a
tool in 1995 to teach Soldiers how to protect them-
selves in a close-quarters fight.
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21D SOLDIERS TRAIN, COMPETE IN WARRIOR STAKES

SoldiersfromHeadquarters and Headquarters Support.Gompany, Headquartersand Headquarters
Battalion; 2nd Infantry Division receive accolades fromthe battalion\commander, Lt. Gol: Eric

Walker;andthe battalion\sergeantmajor, GCommand Sgt. Maj: AnniSydnor forwinning thebattalion
Warrior.StakesGompetition; March|27; 2014; at Gamp Red (Gloud!(Photos by 21DPAK; GHIN:U)

210 LEADERS PARTICIPATE IN STAFF RIDE

Second Infantry Division|leaders participateinastaffrideiMarch|28; 2014 at.Ghipyong:nitocommemoratea
decisive Korean'War battie that tookiplace there Feb: 13:15; 1951 betweenthe U’S; 23rd Infantry Regimentand
variousGhinesePeople’sVolunteer Armytmits: Noted asfone of the greatest regimental defenseactionsin

military history/ the famed Battle of Ghipyong:ni
bethe turning pointiofthe Korean War. (Photos by PAK; GHIN:U;2nd Infantry Division PublicAffairs Qffice.)

was thefirstmajor:defeatforthe Ghinese armyand|proved to

STORY BY

PFC SEONG HYEON BAEK
2ID PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Education does not end at school. People
continue learning throughout their life, whether
from work, from society or from their friends or
Families. Leaders from the 2nd Infantry Division
participated in a staff ride, March 28, at Chipyong-
ni, South Korea and learned about the Battle of
Chipyong-ni.

“The leaders had an opportunity to visit histori-
cal sites and study the battle of Chipyong-ni,” said
William Alexander, the division’s museum director.
“After the leaders gain knowledge of their roles,

they apply those tasks”

Alexander also talked about the history of the
battle and the importance of it.

“We take leaders out to the battlefield of a
historical fight and study the battle. Then we will
apply the lessons we learned to the case today,” said
Alexander, 2nd Inf. Div., “Battle of Chipyong-Ni is
important because it was the first major defeat of
the Chinese Forces and the 2nd Infantry Division
played a major role. Our Soldiers were outnum-
bered and surrounded by the Chinese force but we
came out with a victory, so the battle was a turning
point in the Korean War.”

After Alexander presented the information on
the battle to the division leaders, they picked out

key leaders to role-play. Some of the things that the
leaders did were: conduct research on the persons
they were assigned and briefed each other on what
they were going to do.

The event took place near the Jipyeong Station,
which is near the site of the battle.

Later that afternoon, the leaders moved on to the
buses to visit the Chipyong-ni Memorial Monu-
ment. It was not only infantry that fought in the
battle, but with the assistance of artillery, cavalry
and air forces, the 2nd Inf. Div., could achieve the
victory. Afternoon briefs focused more on those
members of combined arms and reviewed the battle
in their perspectives.

The staff ride was a valuable experience for all
those who participated and it provided lessons both
on the decision making in the battlefield and his-
tory of the division.

“Today’s staff ride was very educational and
it is important to remember those who served
before us,” said Lt. Col. Michael Reyburn, native of
DeWitt, Mich., the commander of 602nd Aviation
Support Battalion.

Rayburn also briefed about Gen. Matthew Ridge-
way during the battlefield circulation.

“I knew a lot about General Ridgeway’s history
in World War II but I didn’t know what he did with
the Eighth Army in Korea,” said Reyburn. “So my
research enlightened me on the later part of his
career. I think he definitely came in and it was key
point in turning the tide of the war in Korea with
his philosophy and approach to the war”

The staff ride closed with some remarks from
the instructor and the commanding general. Then
the division leaders had time to meet the Korean
War veterans who fought in the battle of Chipyong-
ni. Veterans gave a warm welcome to the 2nd Inf.
Div., leaders with rice cakes and Korean beverages.

“Their warm welcome shows how strong the Al-
liance is,” said Alexander. “The 61 years Alliance is
the strongest in the world.”

STORY BY

sGT ANGE DESINOR
2D PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Soldiers from 2nd Infantry Division honed their basic Soldier skills
during the unit’s Warrior Stakes training and competition March 20-21
and 25, at Camp Red Cloud, South Korea.

The first two days of training consisted of Soldiers rotating through
various stations, which included execute a mounted patrol, react to con-
tact, radio operation, conduct weapons marksmanship, establish security
and evacuate a casualty.

“The tasks that the Soldiers executed were tasks learned in basic train-
ing,” said 1st Sgt. Curt Reid, from Fitzgerald, Ga., Co. B, Headquarters
and Headquarters Battalion. “This is really a great training skill level task
and it’s important for Soldiers to continue to maintain their readiness
while competing”

Soldiers in every company throughout the battalion went through
Warrior Stakes. The Soldiers had to get a “go” on each station for the first
two days before some were selected to compete on the third day.

Soldiers, regardless of rank, trained side by side with each other. Some
were straight out of basic training and some were ‘seasoned’ leaders.

“This training also led Soldiers to train and compete with people of all
ranks or military occupation,” said Reid.

Although the training was a refresher, one Soldier felt that that the
competition was challenging.

“I really think that this competition was very challenging,” said Pvt. 1st
Class Ekoue Ayivi, from Headquarters Support Company. “The training
felt very realistic and I learned a lot from the group I trained with. The
leaders in the group mentored me and that mentorship and guidance
helped me pull my weight during the competition.”

Ayivi said that honing his skills has really helped him a lot. He enjoyed
the adrenalin rush when he trained on reacting to live fire, returning fire
and looking making sure he does every movement right to avoid friendly
fire.

I hope we have more training like this in the near future,” said Ayivi.
“Competing made the training more intense and fun?”

On March 28, Ayivi and his group represented HSC by winning the
Warrior Stakes Competition for the whole battalion. This is HSC’s second
time winning the Warrior Stakes Streamer in a row.

“Overall this training was a great opportunity for Soldiers to polish
up on their training while competing and representing HSC,” said Cpt.
David Nelson, HSC company commander.

210 UBSERVES

STORY AND PHOTOS BY

SGT ANGE DESINOR
2ID PUBLIC AFFARS

Equal opportunity leaders of Headquarters and
Headquarters Battalion, 2nd Infantry Division hosted
a National Women's History Month event featuring a
guest speaker within the division March 21 at Camp
Red Cloud, South Korea.

March is Women's History Month. It is a time to
celebrate their contributions and honor the sacrifices

and accomplishments of women who not only shaped

the service, but the country as well. The theme for

Women's History

the observance is “Celebrating Women of Character,
Courage, and Commitment””

The observance kicked off with the 2nd Inf. Div.,
Band singing the Korean and U.S. national anthem.
After the anthems, Monica K. Guthrie, a native of Fort
Worth, Texas, took the lead of the song “Fly me to the
moon” while the band supported her vocals.

Master Sgt. LaShanda A. Brewer, a Enid, Okla.,
native and the noncommissioned in charge of the
equal opportunity office, Sgt. 1st Class Karen Lassiter,
Selma, N.C,, native and an NCO at the EO office, and
Sgt. 1st Class Vernice Green, the divisions command-
ing general’s administrative assistant all sang “How
excellent is your name?”

Following the vocals, the masters of ceremonies
announced the guest speaker, Command Sgt Maj. Pe-
tra M. Casarez, a logistic maintenance sergeant major
and a native of Finland.

Casarez started off reciting the Soldiers Creed
displaying passion in her voice and explaining what it
means to her.

“The creed is not about race, color, religion or
sexual preference;” said Casarez. “It’s about serving
together as one, living the Army values and warrior

ethos”

Casarez held up a coin that she had when she was
in college in Finland.

“My mother said that I can be anything that I want
to be;” said Casarez.

Casarez said she wanted to be a Soldier and she
came to the U.S. fulfilling her dreams in serving her
country. Her persistence and passion led her to be
where she is at today.

“I'will persist until I succeed,” she said as she
recited Og Mandino's poem.

Adding to womenss history and paving the way for
young women to succeed in the Army, her words of
encouragement and enthusiasm to succeed influenced
a young Soldier during the ceremony.

“I can definitely understand the hardships the
command sergeant major had to overcome and her
will to push on,” said Pvt. 1st Class Nini Puello, a na-
tive of New York, N.Y., with 618th Dental Company.
“As a woman, it’s a challenge being in the military.

The fact that she is a woman from a different country
and is able to succeed in the Army is inspiring. I'm
originally from another country as well so I can relate
on her drive and her struggles”

At the end of the ceremony, participants and
volunteers received accolades from Maj. Gen. Thomas
Vandal, 2nd Inf. Div., commanding general and the
EO team for their contributions to the ceremony.
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ZIUTH STLDIERY WIN GOMFETHILN

Soldiersifrom|2nd Infantry Division participateini2ndInfantry Division Best Warrior.Gompetition
at Gamp Gasey, South'Korea, April 7:11, 2014; The competition includedawritteniexam; water;

survivaltest, combatfocusedfitness test, land navigation; foot march; live fire; and day stakes
course; (Photos by Sgt. Kwon\Yongrjoon & Spc.Jacqueline Dowland} TABGTPAQ)

STORY BY

SGT ANGE DESINOR
2D PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Four Soldiers from 210th Field Artillery Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division, received accolades from the
division command sergeant major, Sgt. Maj. Andrew Spano and command sergeant major of the Republic
of Korea army, Sgt. Maj. Jeong, Woo-jin, for winning the Best Warrior Competition at Camp Red Cloud,
South Korea, April 11.

The BWC is a five-day Department of the Army, yearly competition event that measures Soldiers men-
tality and physical capabilities.

Sixteen Soldiers from four different units in the division competed in the
competition. Each unit consisted of one commissioned officer, one non-
commissioned officer, one junior enlisted and one Korean Augmentation
to the U.S. Army soldier.

“This competition has been very competitive,” said Sgt Alex Garcia,
from Weslaco, Texas, Headquarters and Headquarters Battalion 6th Bat-
talion, 37th Field Artillery Regiment 210th FA Bde., and a multiple launch rocket system operator. “The
purpose behind this competition is honing our fundamental skills each and every Soldier is required to do.
So it really tests your physical endurance, your mental strength and overall stamina”

Each Soldier was required to get a high score in water survival, write an essay, conduct a combat Fitness
Evaluation Army Physical Fitness Test, day and night land navigation and complete a series of Soldier com-
mon tasks; marching with more than 20 kilometers with a full ruck sack, stopping only to assemble and fire
a variety of weapons, render first aid, call in medical evacuation and conduct a M4/M16 stress shoot.

Spano said that the Soldiers told him this was the hardest and most challenging part of their military
career.

He encouraged them during the competition, telling the Soldiers to never quit and never accept defeat.

After the competition was over, the winners of the 2014 BWC were announced at the Commanding
General’s Mess on the fifth day. First Lt. Stephen Hill, Sgt. Alexis Garcia, Spc. Nickolaus King and Cpl. Cho,
Jung-hee hailed as the division’s best warriors.

The 210th FA Bd. Soldiers will move on to compete in Eighth Army BWC as 2nd Inf. Div. representa-
tives
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from the Soldier Perspective

SoldiersifromHeadquarters and HeadquartersBattery, 210th Field Artillery Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division'par-
ticipatein)a platoonismall:group discussionion preventingand reporting sexual assaultiMarch 18lon\Gamp)Gasey,

South'Korea: The'SHARP program’s missionisitojpromote an/Army cultureiandicommand climate that.ensuresall|Sol=
diersaretreated withdignityandrespect(U.S; Army photoibyPfc: Song Gtm:woo, 210th Fires Brigade PublicAffairs)

STORY BY
CAPT KELLY MCKENZIE
210TH FAB PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Sexual harassment and sexual as-
sault in the military receive frequent
media attention. Leaders at the most
senior levels have taken steps to im-
prove the Sexual Harassment/Assault
Response and Prevention program.
The question at the most junior Sol-
dier level is: Is the SHARP program
effective?

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel
recently announced initiatives to im-
prove efforts to prevent and respond
to sexual assault, to enhance the qual-
ity of the military investigative and
legal processes, and to improve victim
support.

“My overriding objective as the
commander is to ensure all Soldiers
within the brigade are treated with
dignity and respect, regardless of their
gender, duties, or rank,” said Col.
Michael J. Lawson, the commander
of 210th Field Artillery Brigade, 2nd
Infantry Division.

Leaders across the 210th FA Bde.
are actively involved in the SHARP
program, and their Soldiers are taking
notice. Prior to the announcement of
the 2014 program changes, 26 Soldiers
from the Thunder Brigade answered a
series of questions about the SHARP
program. The Soldiers included males
and females ranking from private to
captain and ranging in age from 19 to
54 years old.

The majority of these Soldiers
agreed that the training they receive
has an impact on them. Several Sol-
diers credited SHARP training with
helping new Soldiers understand that
sexual harassment and sexual assault
are real issues that affect the military.

“I never thought stuff like this
happens before I joined the military.
The more people talk about it and the
more open it is -- helps,” Rigaud, a na-
tive of Waianae, Hawaii, added.

Throughout the brigade, Soldiers

are getting the SHARP message and
what the program is all about.

According to Spc. David Rigaud, an
armorer and supply clerk with 580th
Forward Support Company, 1st Bat-
talion, 38th Field Artillery Regiment,
the unit takes sexual harassment and
sexual assault very seriously.

“It’s not just degrading to a person,
it’s degrading to a mission,” he said.

Not only is the content useful, but
the classes are frequent enough to
keep it fresh in Soldiers’ minds.

“We make sure that everyone
gets the training on it. No one really
gets left behind or slips through the
cracks,” said Sgt. Jacob Porter, the op-
erations noncommissioned officer for
579th Forward Support Company, 6th
Battalion, 37th Field Artillery Regi-
ment and a native of Marietta, Ohio.

“We talk about it in formations
pretty regularly, so everybody knows,
if they do need help, who they can
come and see’”

Not all Soldiers have full confi-
dence in the system, though. Some
Soldiers were not comfortable taking
an issue to the Unit Victim Advocate
within their company, but nearly all
trusted their chain of command to do
something about a SHARP complaint.

“Absolutely, without a doubt. We
saw someone go through the process
because it was unrestricted,” said Pvt.
Michael Nolan, a medic from Head-
quarters and Headquarters Battery,
210th FA Bde. and a native of Corval-
lis, Ore.

Assessing the program as a hypo-
thetical victim, most Soldiers said
they think they would get the help
they need as a victim.

“From what I've gathered from all
the classes, the victim is pretty well
taken care of,” said Staff Sgt. Michael
Adams, a native of Mobile, Ala. and
squad leader with 579th FSC, 6th Bn.,
37th FA Regt.

However, some Soldiers also see
very real reasons why a person would
choose not to report an incident using

the SHARP reporting options.

“You automatically think every-
body’s going to find out about it, or
what if they don’t believe you,” said
Pfc. Stephanie Villalvazo, an orderly
room clerk with 579th FSC and native
of Denver, Colo.

Other concerns included fear that
they may face negative consequences
for making a report, embarrassment,
and worries about privacy. The major-
ity of these concerns can be attributed
to stigmas and old ways of thinking,
according to Porter.

“The Army has to change as an
entire culture in the military,” he
said. “People say ‘Don’t bring your
problems to work, but if work is your
problem, who are you going to take it
to?”

Nearly every Soldier had a sugges-
tion for making the program better.
Many of them had the same ideas,
particularly to improve the training
sessions as the Chief of Staff of the
Army directed in Feb. 2014.

As part of the new directive, the
brigade has begun changing how it
trains its Soldiers on SHARP. Soldiers
now have monthly classes in platoon-
sized and smaller groups that include
local real-world scenarios, vignettes

of recent cases, role-playing skits, and
interactive, small group discussion,
according to Sgt. 1st Class Dean Crist,
the brigade sexual assault response
coordinator and a native of Canton,
Ohio.

In addition, conversations with
several Soldiers indicated they do not
tully understand the reporting op-
tions or the process that each follows.
Many of the most junior Soldiers
expressed that the primary deterrent
from reporting an incident is the fear
the whole company or battery would
know about it. Whether restricted or
unrestricted, they did not trust their
report wouldn’t become public busi-
ness.

Villalvazo’s suggestion to make the
program more accessible is “reas-
suring more that it’s okay, there are
different options and not all options
make it public”

Several female Soldiers also com-
mented on the small number or
complete lack of female Unit Victim
Advocates in their units. Female
Soldiers who do not feel comfortable
talking to a male Victim Advocate
has the option to speak with a female
advocate from their unit, or if one
isn’t available at their unit, they have
the option to speak with one from an
outside unit. The brigade also hired
a full-time, civilian, female Victim
Advocate to provide assistance to
Soldiers.

“My message as a commander to all
the Soldiers in the brigade is, whether
it’s a restricted report or an unrestrict-
ed report, victim advocacy is available
to Soldiers,” said Lawson.

While there is no magic bullet to
“fix” sexual harassment and sexual as-
sault in the Army, deliberate steps and
engaged leaders are making progress
to build trust in their units, educating
their Soldiers, and creating a climate
of teamwork and respect.

The goal of the new training style
is to help Soldiers develop a clear
understanding of how prevention, re-
porting, response and accountability
in the SHARP program really work,
Crist added.

Steel team runs Seoul International Marathon

STORY AND PHOTO BY

CAPT KELLY MCKENZIE
210TH FAB PUBLIC AFFAIRS

A team of 54 Soldiers from 1st Bat-
talion, 38th Field Artillery Regiment
ran the Seoul International Marathon
March 16.

The 26.2-mile course started in
Gwanghwamun Square, continued
through downtown, and ended at the
Jamsil Olympic Stadium in Seoul,
South Korea.

The idea to run the marathon came
after a team from Battery A, 1st Bn.,
38th FA Regt., 210th FA Brigade, 2nd
Infantry Division ran the Joongang
Seoul Marathon in November 2013.

“The inspiration came from
watching one of our batteries do that
marathon,” said Maj. Gregory Stopyra,
the battalion operations officer and
native of Schenectady, N.Y. “Our bat-
talion commander, Lt. Col. Potoczny,
realized that was a great way to build
upon resiliency. By doing that, it al-
lowed all our Soldiers to experience
personal courage, one of the Army
Values, because we had to face and
overcome adversity.”

Richmond, Va. native 1st Lt. Armand Serry was one of several first-time

marathoners to attempt the race.

“I was a little nervous because the most I ever ran was the Army 10-miler,
and that was a challenge,” said Serry, the maintenance control officer for 580th
Forward Support Company. “I really knew that was going to be a commitment
until the end, until I crossed the finish line.”

The Soldiers from the “Steel” battalion trained together, and on the day of
the race, the preparation and team cohesion paid off.

“Everybody I knew was really motivated and ready to get it,” said Pvt. Or-
lando Rodriguez, a native of Riverton, Wyo. “There were a lot of nerves going
into it, but knowing that you had everybody to your left and your right ready to
run it with you and go through that really helped me out”

The race wasn’t easy, but the accomplishment of finishing was special, even
for an experienced marathoner like Cpl. Matthew Burian, the reconnaissance

noncommissioned officer for Btry., A.

Soldiersfromthe Tst Battalion; 38th\Field Artillery Regiment; 210th Field Artillery Brigade, 2nd Infantry Divisionimarathon

team celebrate completing the SeoulInternational Marathon; March|16; 2014} at OlympicStaditimin\Seoul; South'Korea:

“I felt amazing for my third time finishing,” said Burian, a native of Wayne,
N.J. “When you cross that finish line, no matter what you went through, it’s
very relaxing to know that you got through the 26.2 miles”

Rodriguez, a radar specialist with 333rd Field Artillery Target Acquisition
Battery and a first-time marathon runner, was overwhelmed at the finish line.

“I couldn’t believe I had accomplished something like this. It definitely was a
different feeling,” he said. “I've never pushed my body that hard, so when I was
done I was just like ‘that is amazing.”

After months of preparation as a team, the Soldiers of 1st Bn., 38th FA Regt.,
were champions, regardless of how fast they ran the race.

“The marathon was a physically, mentally and spiritually challenging event,
but when I looked back and I saw that I was in the Olympic Stadium I thought
‘T did it,” said Spc. Joshua Sisco, a native of Tulsa, Okla. and a multiple launch
rocket system crewmember with Btry., B. “It wasn’t easy, but it was worth it

STORY BY
WARRIOR COUNTRY SPOUSE

SPOUSE'S COLUMN

FINDING YOUR WAY AROLND KOREA 13
TRULY AN ADVENTURE
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medical responses.

many hats as a flight medic.

Rodriguez said.

during flights and landings.

SGT 1ST CLASS VINCENT ABRIL

“It’s our job to get a patient from the point of injury to the hospital
within that golden hour,” said Rodriguez. “We stabilize them along the
way until we can get them into the hands of a doctor”

Rodriguez, a seven-year Army veteran currently serving with Com-
pany C, 3rd General Support Aviation Battalion, 2nd Combat Aviation
Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division, and native of Raeford, S.C., wears

“Although I'm the primary medic on board our aircraft, I also per-
form crew duties alongside the crew chiefs who maintain the aircraft,”

Those duties include assisting her team and ensuring safe move-
ment of the helicopter which requires a constant visual of airspace

Aside from her crew duties, Rodriguez must continuously train to
maintain her medical certifications which include, Basic Life Support,

Somewhere in the world, a patient is in need of vital medical atten-
tion. They may not have time to wait for an ambulance to be driven
to their location due to time playing a huge factor between life and
death. Such emergencies require quick responses and rest assured,
there are people standing by to answer that call.

Sgt. Lisa A. Rodriguez, a flight medic, stationed in South Korea
is one of those people. She serves her fellow Soldiers in need on the
battlefield and at home. Similar to her civilian counterparts, Rodri-
guez utilizes a helicopter to treat and transport the injured. In her
case, she is part of a UH-60 BlackHawk helicopter crew. This aircraft
is equipped with special crew and equipment ready to carry out rapid

of lifesavers.

Electronic Warfare Specialist

Trauma Life Support, Pediatric Advanced Life Support, Emergency
Medical Services and Advanced Cardiovascular Life Support, to name
a few. Rodriguez is required to recertify annually and bi-annually, in
the end, it’s all worth it to her.

“Coming to work every day is like a love affair. I enjoy my job, and
I enjoy training for my job,” said Rodriguez. “When you love what you
do, you strive to do it even better.”

While she loves her job, Rodriguez says there are some parts of the
job that are less desirable.

“The worst part of this job is the blood,” said Rodriguez. “It doesn’t
bother me, but it does get messy and it gets everywhere, so there is a
lot of cleanup involved.”

Rodriguez also explained that treating children is an emotionally
difficult aspect that flight medics deal with.

As difficult as this job may sound, Rodriguez and her counterparts
are very enthusiastic to carry out their mission with the only combat
aviation brigade on the peninsula.

If you see a yellow striped UH-60 BlackHawk helicopter with the
Red Cross symbol flying by, it just might be Rodriquez and her team

My Korea, My Life

A brief insight into Soldiers, civilians and Family members in Warrior Country

As a Soldier fresh out of a training environment,
being stationed overseas can seem scary or unfamiliar.
Familiarizing oneself with the new culture, showing
respect to the people of the host country, and maintain-
ing a positive attitude about the experience are ways a
Soldier new to Korea can adapt to their new home away
from home.

Pfc. Codey Micheal Batchelor, an artillery firefighter
radar operator with Foxtrot Target Acquisition
Battery, 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team, 2nd
Infantry Division, and a native of Mulberry, Fla.,
has been in Korea for seven months, and explores
the Korean culture as a way of embracing his new
surroundings.

During work hours, Batchelor pushes himself to
adapt to his new surroundings and environ-
ment, as well as advance himself as a
Soldier. His focus is on accli-
mating to the terrain that is
so different from what he’s
used to in Florida, as well as
challenging himself to be
the best Soldier he knows
how to be.

“Today I'm being
combatives level one
certified,” said Batchelor.

“But during normal physical
training hours, I often tackle

the environment that is so different from the flat terrain
I'm used to”

‘When Batchelor isn't tackling hills or wrestling battle
buddies, he can be found exploring the Korean culture
by taking trips to Uijeongbu or Jihaeng, South Korea,
often to interact with the Korean people and try their
foods.

“D've tried a lot of new things here that I'd
never tried before such as, kimchi,” said
Batchelor. “Id never actually tried any
Korean foods prior to coming to Korea?”
Batchelor’s taste buds aren’t the only
thing being introduced to the Korean
culture, as his tongue learns how to
pronounce Korean words while teaching
English classes to Korean citizens.
“While I'm teaching Korean
citizens my native language
I'm learning theirs as they
translate their language
to my language,” said
Batchelor. “It’s a learn-
ing process for us
both”
Batchelor also
recognizes that respect
is important in the
Korean culture, a cultural
characteristic he learned

unexpectedly when he performed a random act of kind-
ness. The results of the charitable act had a surprisingly
rewarding outcome.

“A homeless man asked me to spare a dollar recently,
but he asked with such sincerity that I was moved to
help him above and beyond what he was asking for;” said
Batchelor. “I returned to him with a sandwich, water
and 5,000 won.”

Batchelor said that the man was so moved by and
grateful for the act of generosity that he thanked him
every time he saw him after that. Batchelor learned
through this experience that the integral value of respect
in the Korean culture is a two-way street, both given and
received by Korean and American citizens alike.

“I've been in South Korea for seven months, but be-
cause of the rewarding experiences here it feels like I've
been here only a month,” said Batchelor. “The time here
really flies if you get out of the barracks”

Do you have a story to tell?

If you would like to share your
experiences in Korea with the
division, please contact your public

affairs office.

SHARP:
The Sexual Harassment Assault

and Response Prevention Program
reinforces the Army’s commitment to
eliminate incidents of sexual assaults
through a comprehensive policy that
centers on awareness and preven-
tion, training and education, victim
advocacy, response, reporting, and
accountability. The Army’s Policy pro-
motes sensitive care and confidential
reporting for victims of sexual assault
and accountability for those who com-
mit these crimes.

2ID:The Hotline is available 24/7 call
DSN 158 or from any phone, 0503-
363-5700

USFK 24/7 Sexual Assault Response
Hotline DSN :158 Commercial: 0503-
363-5700, from US: 011-82-53-470-
5700

DoD Safe Helpline: 1-877-995-5247.
For more information, visit www.
safehelpline.org

SHARP TRAINING:

If you like helping Soldiers then this is
the job for you. Contact your company
SHARP rep for more informaton.
SHARP Stand-down training April
2014

LEGAL UPDATE:

Effective Nov. 1, 2013, the Judge
Advocate General is responsible for
assigning a Division level Special
Victim Advocate Counselor. The
counselor provides legal advice and
representation to victims of sexual
assault throughout the military justice
process.

The Hotline is available 24/7. Call:
DSN 158 or from any phone, 0503-
364-5700.

MILITARY SEPERATION:

Initiating Separation Proceedings and
Prohibiting
Overseas Assignment for Soldiers
Convicted of Sex Offenses (Army
Directive 2013-21)

Commanders will initiate the ad-
ministrative separation of any Soldier
convicted of a sex offense, whose con-
viction did not result in a punitive dis-
charge or dismissal. This policy applies
to all personnel currently in the Army,
regardless of when the conviction for a
sex offense occurred and regardless of
component of membership and cur-
rent status in that component.

For more information, visit: http://
armypubs.army.mil/epubs/pdf/
ad2012_24.pdf

FAMILY BENEFITS:

WARRIOR NEWS BRIEFS

Extending benefits to same-sex
Spouses of Soldiers (Army Directive
2013-24)

The Army will treat all married couple
Soldiers equally. The Army will recog-
nize all marriages that are valid in the
location the ceremony took place and
will work to make the same benefit
available to all spouses, regardless

of whether they are in same-sex or
opposite-sex marriages.

For more information, visit: http://
armypubs.army.mil/epubs/pdf/
ad2013_17.pdf

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY:

The Secretary of the Defense has
directed that military evaluations
covering rating periods after Sept. 27,
2013 will be in compliance with Army
Directive 2013-20, Assessing Officers
and Noncommissioned Officers on
Fostering Climates of Dignity and Re-
spect and on Adhering to the Sexual
Harassment/Assault Response and
Prevention Program. For more infor-
mation contact your local personnel
office. Changes to the Army’s Early
Retiremet Option.

The new Army Directive 2013 -14
Temporary Early Retirement Author-
ity applies to active duty and National
Guard Soldiers. Eligible are active duty

Soldiers denied continued service as a

result of the Qualitative Service Pro-
gram or non-selection for advance-
ment by promotion selection boards
and who have completed 15, but less
than 20 years of service.

National Guard Soldiers denied con-
tinued service as a result of a central-
ized selection board process may be
eligible for TERA. Basic requirements
may not be waived. For more infor-
mation, contact your unit personnel
office.

2ID EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

EO is looking for talented individuals
who would like to participate in future
special observances. Whether you
sing, dance, or write poetry, come out
and share your talents in an effort in
increase cross-cultural awareness.
Contact Sgt. First Class Lassiter at
732-6549.

FREE TAX RETURN

Free tax return preparation and elec-
tronic filing are available for active
duty Soldiers, retirees, and elegible
Family members.

Camp Red Cloud, building S-267
(Housing office) Feb3- May 3, 2014.
For more information, please call DSN
732-7487

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH EVENT CALENDAR
“Live our Values: Step Up to Stop Sexual Assault”

Booth at USO

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY IWEDN ESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 Tree 2 I 3 IProcIamation 4 BoothatCasey | §
Decorating Ceremony PX w/210 5K Run/Walk
AFN Radio 1-15 FA ;huhdez-CA:ruc;-tillé 1300 at Super Gym | thynder Crucible ?:800'0?:00
0800-1000 (CC) €gins LAPTL% I Thunder Crucible - Denim Day amp Casey
Proclamation
6 I 7 I 8 I 9 Ceremony 10 I 11 |210 FABRun 112 I
_ 1500 at 0600-0800
o sy [ s o T
Denim Day 1130-1300

B

14

1_5,Booth at

Humphreys PX
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16 |

17]

The Accused
Post Theater
0900-1100
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15|
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j2o|

Fun Run/Walk

20]

21
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Thru Gate

22

Booth at Stanley
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AFN Radio 70" BSB
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23 Iron Radio
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24
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25] penim Day / 26
Cookout
1200-1600
Self-Defense Class
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]

29
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