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Service members and families line up outside Iwakuni
Elementary School to clap for on-base students aboard
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan, April.
14, 2021. The month of April is designated as the Month
of the Military Child to highlight the important role military
children play in the armed forces community.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Mitchell Austin
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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued
by Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,

for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,

to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles

and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may
not always reflect the official views or
opinions of the U.S. government or the
U.S. Department of Defense.
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.S. Marine Corps and Navy personnel began
administering the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine at

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, on Jan. 26.

The Department of Defense’s COVID-19 vaccination
plan is phase driven and designed to protect members
within the DOD from COVID-19 as quickly and safely
as possible in order to bolster mission readiness and
enhance capabilities of DOD members worldwide.

“Our first wave of vaccines were offered to medical
personnel and first responders identified by the DOD’s
COVID-19 vaccination plan,” said Colonel Lance
Lewis, the commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni. “Our
initial priority is ensuring we protect those who are on
the front lines of responding to medical emergencies.”

Lewis explained that the vaccine is currently
optional for service members, but highly encouraged.
When given the opportunity, medical personnel
recommend receiving the vaccine to protect fellow
service members and the general population.

Vaccines for COVID-19 are only available after
they are demonstrated to be safe and effective in large
phase-three clinical trials, have been authorized by the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration, and have been
manufactured and distributed safely and securely.

MCAS Iwakuni’s initial vaccinations went to first
responders and medical personnel, followed by other high-
priortiy personnel. The air station has now transitioned
to vaccinating all SOFA members 18 years and older.
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air
Station (MCAS) lwakuni, and Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of lwakuni City, observe
the distribution of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine aboard MCAS Iwakuni, Japan,
Jan. 27, 2021. The visit highlighted MCAS Iwakuni’s ability to quickly and safely
administer a large number of vaccines in order to bolster mission readiness and
enhance capabilities of DOD members worldwide. Photo by LCpl. Triton Lai
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Yoshihiko Fukuda, left, Iwakuni Fire Administrator,
and U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis, right, pose
with the Atago Humanitarian Assistance Local
Implementation Agreement (LIA).
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Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Triton Lai

oshihiko Fukuda, Iwakuni Fire Administrator, and

U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis, commanding
officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, participate
in the signing of the Atago Humanitarian Assistance
Local Implementation Agreement (LIA) at the Iwakuni
Regional Firefighting Organization, Mar. 1, 2021.

The LIA authorizes local, off-base first responders to
transit through the Atago Hills base housing area while
responding to emergency conditions and other humanitarian
cases in the event that other routes are impassable.

“The agreement we are about to sign is a product of
the many years and successful initiatives shared between
the air station and the Iwakuni Regional Firefighting
Organization,” said Lewis. “The relationship between our
two communities is one of mutual support and cooperation.”

If deemed necessary, and requested by the city, the air
station will open both neighborhood gates for the transit
of emergency vehicles. This pre-coordinated contingency
plan between the air station and Iwakuni City will allow
for Atago Hills to be available to Japanese first responders
in a timely manner in accordance with the agreement.

Lewis said this agreement is unlike the majority of
those between the air station and the city because it
is designed only for emergency use. The need to route
emergency vehicles through the neighborhood of Atago
Hills means that something has gone wrong.

“But, this agreement, and the ability to route those
vehicles, means that yet again, the city and the air
station stand ready to support each other,” said Lewis.
“Because as we have shown repeatedly that no matter
what challenge stands in front of us, we will face it
together as a community.”
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Yoshihiko Fukuda, left, Iwakuni Fire

Administrator, and U.S. Marine Corps Col.

Lance Lewis, right, participate in the signing

of the Atago Humanitarian Assistance Local
a Implementation Agreement (LIA).
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(From left) Hidefumi Tomioka, fire chief

of the Iwakuni Regional Firefighting
Organization, Yoshihiko Fukuda, Iwakuni
Fire Administrator, U.S. Marine Corps Col.
Lance Lewis, right, and Chief John Neville,
fire chief of MCAS Iwakuni, pose for a group
photo.
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis, left,

and Yoshihiko Fukuda, right, lwakuni Fire

Administrator, address assembled guests.
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Chapel Employee Retires
After Dedicating 40 Years to
the Marine Corps

Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Trista Whited

oriko Yamada, an administrative specialist with

the station chapel, retired aboard Marine Corps
Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 19, 2021.
Yamada dedicated more than 40 years of her life to
strengthen the bond between MCAS Iwakuni and the
local community of Iwakuni City, Japan.

Yamada first started working aboard the air station
in October of 1980. Working in several departments
within the base, such as the Station Adjutant, Family
Services, Far East Network (which is now known as
American Forces Network or AFN), the Public Affairs
Office, and then finally settling at the chapel as an
administrative specialist in 1999.

She went on to create a volunteer program that has
strengthened the bond between the base community
and the local Iwakuni City community, guaranteeing
a friendship that will continue for years to come. She
organized and hosted events with local nursing homes,
preschools, and orphanages and coordinated festivals
for MCAS Iwakuni Marines and Sailors to volunteer
to sing, dance, and play games with locals in Iwakuni
City who wouldn’t normally get to spend time with
military service members and their families.

“The amazing community we have here in MCAS
Iwakuni is largely due to everything she has done
in her time here. I estimate that she has organized
over 1,000 volunteer events with 15-40 Marines and
Sailors in each event visiting preschools, orphanages,
and nursing homes. The reason we have such a strong
relationship with the local community is because of
the lasting impression her and her events have left,”
said U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Jon Neil, Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron Chaplain, “Some of the
children that she has seen on the preschool events are
more than likely in their thirties now. Their kids are
probably in that same preschool. Noriko’s kindness
has effected generations of Iwakuni locals and MCAS
Iwakuni residents.”

Yamada’s favorite part of her job was watching the
Marines, sailors, and preschoolers interact on the
preschool volunteer trips. “The children are so fun to
be around and even though they do not understand
English or know very little English,” Yamada said, “I
hope they keep the memories of the emotions and fun
and loving environment from the base’s visits. I know
the volunteers enjoy playing with the children and I
hope they remember that forever.”
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Noriko Yamada, an administrative specialist with the
station chapel, speaks about her time working aboard
the air station during her retirement ceremony held
aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Feb.
19, 2021.
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Noriko Yamada, left, an administrative specialist with
the station chapel, is presented an award by U.S.
Navy Cmdr. Jeffrey Ross, right, a chaplain with Marine
Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni Chapel, during her
retirement ceremony held aboard MCAS Iwakuni,
Japan, Feb. 19, 2021.
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Noriko Yamada, center, an administrative specialist
with the station chapel, stands among her co-workers
and friends during her retirement ceremony held
aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Feb.
19,2021.
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U.S. Marine Corps 1st Lt Carson Severson, left, a legal assistance attorney,
observes an exchange between Staff Sgt. Felix Cruz, center, the legal services
chief and Lance Cpl. Kaivon Mixon, a legal assistance clerk with the Legal
Support Services Team (LSST). Photo by LCpl. Mitchel Austin
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Kaivon Mixon, a legal assistance clerk with the Legal
Support Services Team, (LSST) fills out paperwork. Photo by LCpl. Mitchel Austin
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Natsumi Katsumata, an administrative specialist t with the Legal Support
Services Team (LSST) poses for a photo. Photo by LCpl. Mitchel Austin
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MCAS Iwakuni Legal Support Services Team wins

Commandant’s Award for Excellence in Legal Assistance

Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Mitchell Austin

he Legal Support Services Team (LSST) aboard

Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni
received the Commandant’s Award for Excellence in
Legal Assistance (CAELA), on April 2, 2021.

The CAELA is awarded by the Commandant of
the Marine Corps to recognize the hard work and
long hours of active duty, reserve, and civilian legal
assistance attorneys and legal service specialists, who
have made outstanding contributions to Marine Corps
legal assistance.

“I think one of the reasons why we won the award
is because we do so much,” said Jeremy Call, a legal
assistance attorney with the LSST. “We always try to
get to yes.”

“People come in with problems — all we try to do is
solve them, and its great,” said Call. “It’s a great job to
be able to come into work and know that all I'm going
to do 1s help people solve whatever problem they are
facing today.”

The LSST focuses on providing a range of services
from legal assistance to passport and immigration
services for anyone on the installation who may need
them. Call said his team is constantly looking to do
more for the residents of the air station.

“The backbone of our office is the ML.C [Master
Labor Contractor] — they help out with many of the
services around here,” said Call, referring to Japanese
nationals who work aboard the base. “They are one of
the reasons why the LSST is able to provide so many
services for the installation.”

Junko Sakamoto, a LSST immigration specialist
and Japanese employee, said that she is honored
that the LSST has been recognized and awarded the
CAELA, and that teamwork is what made it happen.

“Sakamoto, has been working at the office for 37
years — right when this office was built,” said Call.
“She had to figure out how to do her job all by herself.
Over time she has become an expert at her job.”

Sakamoto, who will retire in the fall of 2021, said
she is happy her team won the CAELA, and that she
knows she will be leaving LSST in good hands for the
next employee to take her place.

“I started working here when it was very a small
office,” said Sakamoto. “There have been good times
and bad times, but I feel like I am ready to go. I did my
best, and I am very glad that I was able to work here
for this long time.”

2021 Summer
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Junko Sakamoto, an immigration specialist with the Legal Support Services
Team (LSST) poses for a photo. Photo by LCpl. Mitchel Austin
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Catherine Clawges, right, an office manager with the Legal Support Services
Team, (LSST) speaks with a customer. Photo by LCpl. Mitchel Austin
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The Legal Support Services Team (LSST) aboard Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS)
Iwakuni virtually receives the 2020 Commandant’s Award for Excellence in Legal
Assistance, MCAS lwakuni, Japan, April 2, 2021. Photo by Lance Cpl. Triton Lai

10

R NS



AT —
xRS
THROWBACK TO
TORI TELLER

A 7T —I31950F A 52005 X T, A H
HHDFITLU OO Z 2 — AL X —,

Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at
MCAS Iwakuni from 1950s to 2005.
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23rd Annval Kintai Marathon

Story and photos by Sgt. Rick Ecker

By T a.m, the amell of liniment glazed the air, and
under near perfect conditions Sunday, the Zrd An-
nual Kintai Marathon began without a hitch, How-
ever, before Haruo Terada crossed the finished
ling with a winning time of 2:30:15, the perfect
wsither had taken o dramatic turn,

Terada claimed his first victory, but not before
the blue skies had turned to gray and the calm
morning had gale-force winds knocking at her
door, In the midat of the high winds, Akiko Tsuruta
took first in the women's category with 3:001:22,

Diespite the adverse weather, the more than 1,400
runners who started the race fought their way Lo
the finish line, In the end, however, just over a 1,000
participants actually completed the race.

Yoshiko Groom iz the
Jirst MCAS female to
cross the finish line,

Eﬁ‘ & Torii Teller May 19, 19589

Haruo Terada finishes at 2:30:15 to win,

Winds test runners’ endurance

Approximately 15 minutes behind the winner,
Drew Charak, of MWHS-1, SUL, was the lirst Amer-
iean mals to finish with & time of 2:45:22, *Although
the winds did pick up, | was still able to beat my
personal marathon record of 2:51:38," saud Charak,
*I worked really hard to accomplish that feat,” he
ndded.

Yoshiko Groom clocked in at 4:05:00 to be the
first female from the Air Station to complete the
26.3-mile trek,

Groom, wife of the dental elinic's Dr. Robert
Groom, was one of four air station women whao
entered the race, Although she didn't break any
run records, she did complete her second marathon
in just over & month, AL the beginning of April she
competed in the Boston Marathon where she fin-
ishied with a time of 4:17:15.
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Akiko Tsuruta finishes at 3:01:22

More than 1400 runners cross the starting line of the 28rd Annual Kintai Marathon,

“l was just happy that | was able to finigh this
race. When I croased the finish line | was fesling
the toll of the previows marathon,” said Groom.

The overall male and female linisher, along with
the top-ten linishers of each age category garnerad
individual awards, Mayor Kiei Ohi of Iwakumni,
RADM Takeo Havashi, of JMSDF and LtCol. John
Kinaman, MCAS executive officer, presented the
medals and trophies.

When all was said and done and the runners had
stretched their tired beg muscles, voluntesr Ma-
rines and civilians prepared lunch of hamburgers,
hot dogs, potato salad, baked beans, chips and cold
drinks.

“Without the help of volunteers the Kintar Mar-
athon would never get off the ground, A marathon
doesn't just happen, it takes a lot of planning and
support from the different commands aboard the
Aiar Station,” said Cathy Olson, recreation director
il Specinl Services. “And when the weather turns
on you, it also takes a lot of patience,” she added,

olunteer Marines from various units aboard
the Air Station worked all day Saturday to set up
the site. "It takes people like our volunteers to
make the marathon a success, and despite the
fact that the wind gave us a few problems with
the tents, it was n success,” Mson said.
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Cathy Mson helps out at the grill.
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COMMAND AND CONTROL FROM A DISTANCE

3RD MEB DEPLOYS TO CONDUCT DISTRIBUTED OPERATIONS

Courtesy Story, 3rd Marine Expeditionary Brigade

.S. Marines and sailors with 3rd Marine

Expeditionary Brigade deployed to Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni in order to rehearse
distributed operations capabilities beginning January
21. 3rd MEB plays a critical role in the success of 11T
Marine Expeditionary Force’s mission in the Indo-
Pacific region, serving as the primary scalable, rapidly
deployable command and control element for III MEF
crisis operations.

By deploying to MCAS Iwakuni, 3rd MEB is able to

provide real-world practice for the command element

. and associated augments while they conduct remote

operations and logistics planning for crisis response.
These rehearsals maintain an ever-ready force,
providing IIT MEF with employment options, both
afloat and ashore, depending on the nature and scale
of a potential conflict or contingency.

3rd MEB logistics and mobility planners had the
challenging task of getting Marines and gear where
they needed it to be in a timely and efficient manner.
Maj. Noemi Aponte, Strategic Mobility Officer,
was in charge of logistics for military air flights to
MCAS Iwakuni. She and her Marines had to arrange
transportation with Marine Aerial Refueler Squadron
152, Marine Air Group 12 for approximately 200
Marines and Soldiers, as well as equipment required to
carry out the training evolution.

As daily changes arose, she was responsible for
maintaining accurate and up-to-date information
regarding the status of Marines with her counterparts
in the administrative section. She and her Marines
also maintained situational awareness of the status of
flights and any changes to departure times, available
space and weight restrictions and kept the command

| element aware of all actions and decisions that affected

the force. “Rehearsing deployments is very important,
as it allows for real-time planning and decision-making
and for best practices to be constantly updated,” said
Aponte. “It allows 3rd MEB to practice and perfect its

operations-as-a rapidly-deployable crisis contingency p—

task force.”
The 3rd MEB standing headquarters had to remain
flexible leading up to, and during deployment of service

- members to MCAS Iwakuni. The agile nature of 3rd

MEB preserves the operational flexibility of III MEF
and subordinate elements by offering scalable options
and rapid employment as a strong nucleus to an alert
contingency MAGTF, III MEF Forward, or Joint
Task Force Headquarters, all of which are capable of
performing multiple functions.

Additionally, all service members were COVID

. tested prior to beginning training. Medical personnel

- provided additional COVID-19 education training
to the deployed forces, to include discussion about
prevention procedures and how their continued
diligence benefits readiness and the community.
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U.S. Marines W|th Marine ng Support Squadron (MWSS) 171 secure a/ GH-53 Tr ning Hul
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Story by Lance Cpl. Trista Whited
Photos by Lance Cpl. Tyler Harmon
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.S. Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron

(MWSS) 171 conduct aircraft recovery training
aboard Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni,
Japan, Feb. 25, 2021. Marines with MWSS-171 loaded
and transported a CH-53 Training Hull to increase their
proficiency in aircraft recovery procedures.

Motor transportation operators, combat engineers,
heavy equipment operators, and aircraft rescue and
firefighters worked together to recover the aircraft
training hull. This training focused on reinforcing
skills that Marines learned during their military
occupational specialty schooling in order to maintain
situational readiness.

The Marines received a brief about the situation,
conducted a convoy to the crash site, searched and
assessed the area, defueled the CH-53 training hull,
strapped it to a Kalmar RT240 rough terrain container,
lifted it, and transported it to its final destination.

“Aircraft recovery training is vital to MWSS 171,”
said Capt. Jason Beasley, company commander of
MWSS-171, “It is essential training that allows MWSS
171 to play its role, and support any unit around MCAS
Iwakuni in the event of a mishap or malfunction.”

The reason for aircraft recovery is not only to help
the pilot of the plane but also to salvage parts that are
still usable, contain intelligence, or to retrieve special
equipment. It also helps to understand what happened
in the event of an aircraft crashing or landing
unexpectedly. This training prepares Marines for the
unexpected when involving aircraft that have gone
down for any reason. They will be trained and ready to
execute the recovery of the aircraft when that occurs.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance CpI. Luis Benavides, an'?ﬁ.élinéer équiﬁrﬁent op;erator
with Marine Wing Support Squadron (MWSS) 171 pulls a strap around a CH-53
Training Hull.
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U.S. Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron (
Training Hull with straps. 4
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+ -171) D&,
5) 1 fuel a CH-53
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AU.S. Marine'Corps Kalmar RT240 Rough Terraiffi€ontaifi@FHandierwith=——ss
Marine Wing Support Squadron (MWSS) 171 lifts a CH-53Training Hull:

ANZy T TCH-53FIE A ZE EE 5. F17 18 MZEMMES %
171 IVIVEBANL—2DLYIR - yOVI—%E,
U.S. Marine Corps Pvt. Rex Crowe, an engineer equipment operator with
Marine Wing Support Squadron (MWSS) 171 secures a strap around a CH-53
Training Hull.
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Photos on this page: U.S. Air Force F-22
Raptor aircraft with the 199th Fighter
Squadron, lands at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni Japan, March 12, 2021.
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Hawaii-based F-22s land at MCAS Iwakuni to support DFE concept

Story by Tech. Sgt. Nick Wilson, Pacific Air Forces Public Affairs

.S. Air Force F-22 Raptors from the 199th Fighter Squadron at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii,
landed at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni March 12.

The operation includes Airmen from the 199th Fighter Squadron and the 19th Fighter squadron, a mixture
of both active-duty and Air National Guard Airmen. The arrival signals the continuing effort to support the U.S.
Indo-Pacific Command’s dynamic force employment concept, which supports the National Defense Strategy effort
to conduct training with allies while maintaining global peace and security.

“This operation demonstrates our commitment to ensuring a free and open Indo-Pacific through the flexibility
of our forces,” said Maj. Gen. Lansing Pilch, Pacific Air Forces Air and Cyberspace Operations director, “We're
focused on being ready for a high-end fight under any conditions. This operation gives our Airmen an opportunity
to train with the Marines and their 5th generation aircraft, as well as potential opportunities to integrate and fly
with allies in the region.”

PACAF fighter operations gives the command opportunities to develop a lethal, agile and resilient force
posture in the Indo-Pacific region by maintaining capabilities for major combat while providing options for
proactive and scalable employment of the joint force.

“The presence of the U.S. Air Force’s F-22s here at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni provides a gainful
opportunity for our F-35B pilots to practice joint integration between these two state-of-the-art aircraft,” said Lt.
Col. Richard Behrmann, Marine Aircraft Group 12 Operations Officer. “Regular training and integration with
joint service, partner and allied forces is one of the many ways that we maintain a high level of readiness and
ensure that we can provide valuable contributions to maintaining a free and open Indo-Pacific region.”

The movement of the Raptors allowed planners and Airmen to practice Agile Combat Employment concepts to
conduct the operation with the Marines and execute DFE concepts.

“I think this is a great example of showing how we can be strategically predictable, but operationally
unpredictable,” said U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Patrick J. Chapman, Pacific Air Forces, Air and Cyberspace
Operations branch chief of operations force management.

“This event was a great learning opportunity for our Hawaii-based Raptors to execute and validate some agile
combat employment concepts under the ACE model.”

The Department of Defense uses the DFE concept to change the way the joint force operates by focusing on
strategic predictability and operational unpredictability. PACAF aligns its airpower capabilities to remain ready
to support a global strategic environment that demands flexibility and freedom of action.

“We can operate in a place and time of our choosing with our fifth generation forces in support of our
commitments to our allies and partners,” Chapman said.

ZDN—YDEEAR5H, EEE=
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Photos on this page : U.S. Air Force F-22
Raptor aircraft with the 199th Fighter
Squadron takes off from Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, April 5,2021.
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IMPACT IWAKUNI

The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those
who improve the livelihood of dependents, contractors and
service members alike and contribute to our community
aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan. The
recipients are nominated by fellow community members
through a survey website and chosen by the award panel
that meets after the survey closes. Photos by Lance Cpl. Mitchel Austin
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MRS. YAHAIRA MARTINEZ
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U.S. Marine Sgt. Robert Drake, a ground support equipment

(MALS-12),, #t E54BM A H =y oDON—F KL=
EFE, N1/ =SS ILEE Y TEXBEL YRR DI

mechanic with Marine Aviation logistics Squadron 12
(MALS-12), receives an award for January’s Impact lwakuni.
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Sgt. Drake was nominated and selected for organizing a
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Yahaira Martinez, a station resident, receives an award for

February’s Impact Iwakuni. Martinez is known for leading
and motivating members of the local community through
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Tanya Kendrick, a station resident, is known for giving her
own time, energy, and money to impact members across
the air station. Some of her most notable contributions are
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winds.
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community cleanup after MCAS Iwakuni sustained heavy L.

Sgt. Robert A. Drake (left), receives an award
from U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis

Sgt. Robert A. Drake receives an award for
January’s Impact Iwakuni.

p=¥'/ Ly harey o e

il b
EEEMBRESDY37a7 - RIVY Pk (R)
DSAVING M AT _DREESTD. I\
FRIVTARAER (),

—

2021F2BDAVINT AT ZIGE RN\
15 RIVTAXAER (),

2021 B

group workout sessions and modified individual sessions | Tz BEDLMET IV —T (T AV X-ZZZAM)—) DT 1L
due to COVID mitigation.

HIFADT-SHICERLTE S

U.S. Marine Corps LtCol. Joshua Nelson
(center) hands an award to Mrs. Yahaira
Martinez.

A (),

Mrs. Yahaira Martinez (left) is February’s
Impact lwakuni awardee.
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through the Family Readiness Council for Headquarters and
Headquaters Squadron, Women in Fellowship Iwakuni, and
her position as the Women'’s Ministry Director at the chapel.

U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis (center),
hands an award to Mrs. Tanya Kendrick.

Mrs. Tanya Kendrick (left) is March’s Impact
Iwakuni awardee.
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USS. Marine Cpl. Edgar Martinez, left, a refrigeration/air'conditioning technician, and Cpl. Ja’kove

McCullum, a motor transport welder, right, attach partsfrom an old engine to a new engine for a
John Deere TRAM unit.
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U.S. Marine Cpl. Edgar Martinez, a refrigeration/air conditioning technician with Combat
Logistics Company (CLC) 36, attach parts from an old engine to a new engine for a TRAM unit.
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A John Deere Tractor, Rubber tir€d; Articulated steering, Multi purpose (FRAM) unit has its
coolant and oil drained a ine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March22, 2021.
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Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Trista Whited

Combat Logistics Company (CLC) 36 provides
sustained combat logistics through intermediate
maintenance and intermediate supply and services to
III Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF) units aboard
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan.
Marines with CLC-36 are trained to operate as a third
echelon shop with the ability to provide maintenance
to the entire air station.

“We are based out of Okinawa, but my shop is the
only third echelon shop on this base. A third echelon
shop has the capability of doing replacements while
a second echelon shop is limited to repairs” said Cpl.
Lindsey Bartolini, a motor transport mechanic with
CLC-36, “meaning we are there to support each and
every unit within MCAS Iwakuni.” They are able to
provide a level of maintenance that no other unit on
the base is able to, making them a key component in
keeping MCAS Iwakuni, and III MEF, combat ready.

One capability unique to CLC-36 is their ability
to deploy specialized teams with personnel and
equipment tailored for each and every situation that
may occur within a unit in need of support.

“We are the main supplier of gear on this base as
well as the only shop that has the qualifications to fix
vehicles for units like Marine Wing Support Squadron
171,” said Lance Cpl. Raynel Cadle, a warehouse and
property clerk with CLC-36.

CLC-36 is also where the air station’s Defense
Logistics Agency (DLA) Disposition Services, formerly
known as the Defense Reutilization and Marketing
Office or DRMO, resides. DLA Disposition Services
is where units aboard the air station take items and
equipment that they no longer use to be recycled or
repurposed.

“CLC-36’s field-level motor transport and engineer
ground equipment maintenance and intermediate
supply support capabilities further extend 3d Marine
Logistics Group’s reach in supporting IIT MEF units
aboard MCAS Iwakuni and the Indo-Pacific region
at large,” said Capt. Alusine Kamara, Company
Commander of CLC-36, “The supply section maintains
direct conduit to a well-resourced 3d Supply Battalion
that keeps its shelves stocked with well over 500
commonly used items that helps to reduce lead times.
On the other hand, the maintenance section, in
garrison, can conduct complex tasks like engine swaps
or attach mobile support teams to units operating
locally or as far as Combined Arms Training Center
Camp Fuji.”
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