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(Above) The 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade virtually broadcasted
timeless Saint Barbara’s customs and traditions during their first
annual Saint Barbara’s Day Ball since the historic reactivation

Oct. 16, 2018. The event aired on Facebook July 3 and was
designed to be watched and enjoyed with family members from the
safety of their home. It may be viewed on the 38th ADA YouTube
channel. (U.S. Army photo by Momoko Shindo, USAG Japan)

20184E10H 16 H D T i f% , KBETE £ 38 A Z2 il ik [ I3 9] 60 C . e
BROSFHEEE N T 2 BINNVNT D R 8 L 7 5B IR BN LN T - R —
Nk 74 N L E L Mk DTy b —TREB LR T DT RE
D YK DIER 2T 2 EF A, 22— 7T TR D MEEDE
KIEFARTEBFICEDELDONFE L7244 R MITH3H, R KT
FLCOBHR aaF I A NAZ GRS 270 RELBRIEDSFKIGED &GOS
IMCEZ L MR T7 24 27y 7 ECRBIZ B DT, B NN RN

= —EvFr—HOZEII6H26H. A7 - HEHR A AifE MR Y ik S 4
BT BLEY 7 —F vl - R— L D—BRE LTHEBINEL 7,

FrilavF 7 AVALE, Foa NEESHREE R ICIEEEZ RIZ L7250
D ATHE H DY) 2 RIS LD UFRH D REF11E %2 DS % Sha B % fERy
Lt CHhET,

(GH: TEFDRBESLAEMVEBRAES Bk k)

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1978

AR
lJEEF“EFuESEE

(Cover) Spc. Sai
Khang rendered an
up-to-date sketch
representing the
38th Air Defense
Artillery Brigade
Soldiers and tech-
nology based on
the 1978 Air
Defense Magazine
cover page (Left).
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Pacific Guardians offer our most
sincere condolences to the
Hugo family as we join them

in mourning the loss of Maj.
Gen. (Retired) Victor J. Hugo Jr.
(1931-2020), who commanded
the 38th Air Defense Artillery
Brigade at Osan Air Base,
Republic of Korea from 1979-
1981.

The former 32nd Army Air and
Missile Defense Command and
Pacific Guardian Brigade
commander was a great
visionary and inspirational
leader. His transformational,
forward-thinking efforts moved
the Pacific Guardian Brigade
forward in ways that will impact
the 38th ADA Soldiers, civilians,
and families for decades to
come. Our thoughts and prayers
remain with the Hugo family
during this difficult time.

Maj. Gen. (R) Victor Hugo,
Marblehead, Massachusetts
native, graduated from West
Point U.S. Military Academy in
1954,

Hugo shared his experiences
with Col. Patrick M. Costello,
38th ADA commander from
2018 to 2020, two days prior to
the reactivation of the brigade
at Sagami General Depot, Japan
Oct. 16 2018.

LEGACY PAGE
Maj. Gen. (R) Victor J. Hugo

‘I had learned from my previous
commands that if you take care
of the troops, they will take care
of you,” Hugo said.

“My two years of command
were personally very rewarding...
You may recall President Carter’s
intention to withdraw US forces
from the ROK after he assumed
the presidency in 1976. Most of
his intention was overtaken by
events. However, the transfer

of all US air defense assets was
to be accomplished. We first did
the Hercules Warhead Support
Detachment without incident.
Then we did the three HAWK
battalions. This involved bringing
all equipment (vehicles etc..) to
Cat 1 status, training the ROK
on the HAWK system, setting
up the 'Log' system, bringing ASL
and PLL to a Cat 1 status, and
transferring all property (billets,
store rooms, mess halls, etc) to
Republic of Korea Air Defense
Command (ROKADCOM).

All this was done while still
maintaining operational

status. It was challenging, but
accomplished without incident
thanks to the professionalism of
the troops. In short, they were
magnificent.”

“I wish you all the best and know
you will carry on the proud
heritage of the 38th.”
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“Follow” us on

Do you have a story to tell?

Please contact the 38th ADA Public Affairs Office at

DSN: 315-262-9382

Email: usarmy.sagami.94-aamdc.mbx.38thada-public-

affairs@mail.mil

Mail:

38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade
Attn: Public Affairs Office

Building 156-1, Room 126

APO AP 96343

The PACIFIC GUARDIAN is an authorized
publication for members of the Department of Defense.

Pacific Guardian Soldiers and civilians
worked diligently to validate installation
access procedures during the evolving
COVID-19 situation.
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The 14th Missile Defense Battery, KCS,
participatd in the “The Quest for Silk - Tango
Chirimen - " hosted by Kyotango City Inter-
national Association and English proficiency
cultural exchanges at Kyotango City, Japan.

The 10th Missile Defense Battery con-

ducted various biliateral training events

including medical, detainee and Air

Defense operations with their partners in

the Japan Self-Defense Force near Shariki
. Communications Site, Japan.

E/3 ADA conducted typhoon readiness training.
Sgt. Christopher Haile was named 2020 Joint
Region Marianas Service Member of the Year, at
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam.

The 38th ADA placed ‘Runner Up'in the
annual U.S. Army Pacific Army Award for
Maintenance Excellence FY 20.

HHB 38th ADA participated in various
community service clean-up collabora-
tions with local Sagamihara citizens, hosted
a socially-distanced Patriot Day run in
rembrance of those who made the ultimate
sacrifice Sept. 11, 2001, and celebrated a
year since the opening of their maintenance

facility.

Editorial content is the responsibility of the 38th ADA Public
Affairs office. Contents of the publication are not necessarily
the official views of, or endorsed by the U.S. Government, or
the Department of the Army. This publication is printed
annually by DLA Strategic Data Services, Data

Production Operations Yokosuka.
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LEADERS CORNER

Pacific Guardians,
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Another incredible year for the Pacific Guardians! Command Sgt. Maj. Rowley and | are extremely proud of everything you accomplished over
the past year- throughout all the challenges, the people of this great Brigade continue to amaze us. Our Soldiers are out front, holding the line by
defending the Indo-Pacific region; our fellow citizens and our friends.
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People are our #1 priority. What we value most are our Soldiers and families. “This Is My Squad” means we take care of each other. It means leaders
know their Soldiers and families; and Soldiers know their leaders. Our squads can be our families, battle buddies, church groups, sports teams, or
our actual squads and sections. What is most important is that we take care of each other to build the foundation of trust.

PANICZDRA DR EH T AER T LEZORRICRDESZENTEE L7, TN IZEBR LIZ A CEZBIITAIEVWHI LT
TV =¥ —FZDE T DR EREZ RAD, L4i3) —F—2 B A TORITIUE R D A BROTBE1E. s DFIE B B Tn s
=T AR=YF— L O IFEEEOIERE HEE TH Y £ 9, iRbEE AL L3 BHDIENREZEDIC AW ZBIT &) RICHD T,

This year, our Soldiers have accomplished many “wins."We transitioned from a Brigade Headquarters in its infancy, to a trained and certified HQ
and HHB during our external evaluation at Exercise Pacific Sentry/Keen Edge this past spring. Our Soldiers participated in both U.S. Army Japan'’s
Army Week and Best Warrior Competition claiming titles at both. Soldiers of 1-1 ADA, E-3 ADA, 10th and 14th MDBs, and our SECFOR Guardians
from the Guam Army National Guard validated a high state of mission readiness during exercises like Resilient Shield in Okinawa, gunnery
certifications, battle drills, and individual Soldier tasks, while working alongside our friends in the Japan Self Defense Force, strengthening our bi-
lateral relationships and regional alliance.
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Pacific Guardians participated in public health emergency response drills at their various respective installations to prevent the spread of COVID-19
and ensure the safety of their communities. Our Soldiers and families volunteer hours upon hours with outreach activities in an effort to build
positive relationships and contribute to the local communities, including English language literacy initiatives, participating in the many beautiful
year-round festivals, community clean-ups, and many, many other activities.
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Thank you for what you do each and every day towards the defense of Japan and our homeland. Collectively, our brigade comprises the
preponderance of the U.S. Army forces in Japan and Guam with more than a thousand Soldiers and family members throughout a geographically-
dispersed pacific region. As we enter 2021, we will continue to be a ready and flexible organization. We do this by being highly trained in our
individual jobs and in our teams; physically and mentally fit, and most importantly we will continue to take care of each other, our families and the
mission!
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By Valor and Power — Winning Matters!
B3R! BHILT 2 A B 5!
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PACIFIC GUARDIAN IN THE STREET

Sgt. Xavier O. Wilkes
Patriot System Repairer
1st Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery

Kadena Air Base, Okinawa

| got married during the pandemic.
We went from planning a ceremony in
Hawaii with our friends and family to
paying for a marriage by proxy in the
hopes that should the pandemic lock
us down we could stay together.

We both studied and earned our
respective service's promotable status.
With the right tenacity, patience, and
support there is nothing that you can’t
accomplish.
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Spc. Carl Turbitt
Patriot Launching Station Operator

Echo Battery, 3rd Air Defense Artillery
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam

Despite COVID-19, | was able
to maintain a high level of physical
fitness.

| worked to increase my deadlift
max to 375 in preparation for the
Army Combat Fitness Test and | met
that goal through two-a-day workouts.

I hope to inspire my peers to
achieve physical fitness excellence by
sharing my workouts with them.
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Pfc. Blake Becker
Patriot Fire Control Operator
10th Missile Defense Battery
Shariki Communication Site,
Japan

| was able to complete 18 hours
of college credits; 40-hour training
to achieve my space badge; score
excellent on my Table IV and Table
VIII, and prepare for competitions
during my year at Shariki.

You can accomplish a lot at
Shariki if you just put your mind
to it.

Z DA, 18ISy D K2
BT, FH Fk R (S 9 %7
DIZRAFETS > 740 DR
FAKONESDBEIEF HE iR IC
BOWUES L Z MO, 5
JEAEFTCO VA ] DA B[
B SN DB I A E L

Sgt. Robert W. Redmond
Military Police Officer
14th Missile Defense Battery
Kyogamisaki Communication Site

I maxed out correspondence courses,
completed the Total Army Management
Information System and Unit Prevention
Leader courses. | won the 38th ADA
NCO of the Quarter Competition.

Spent more time in the gym to improve
my ACFT score by 40 points. Though
COVID is still a threat, a person should
not be stagnant in both professional and
personal goals.
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I CHAPLAIN’S NEIGHBORHOOD

Konichiwa! Chaplain’s Neighborhood grew out of
a suggestion by our CSM, Neil Sartain. I had been
planning a series of talks on the Army Values using
historic places in Japan as backdrops to illustrate
the individual Values. With the rise of COVID-19,
my access to many of these places was severely
limited (as most of them were closer to Tokyo).
Our CSM suggested that we instead do a series of
talks on remaining resilient during the pandemic.
As he said, certainly there are local places where we
could speak on being resilient! And thus Chaplain’s
Neighborhood was born!

Being a geographical bachelor in Japan myself

and away from my family for (now) more than

18 months, I understand firsthand the loneliness
and isolation most of us are feeling. I asked myself
what I was feeling and what I needed to hear

to remain resilient and motivated. As a pastor

for most of my life, I have learned people love
stories and learn best from them. Every place has
a story to tell or at least can serve as a beautiful
background for telling my own story of staying
motivated despite the circumstances. The stories
of my life, of who I am, where I have been, what I
have experienced, the lessons I have learned, and
the people who influenced and mentored me, have
kept me motivated and alive. This venue gave me
the ability to remind myself of all those blessings
and people and provided the opportunity to share
those lessons and stories with others. Everyone has
a story to tell! I've just been blessed with a larger
audience with whom to share mine. Perhaps along
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the way, people have found comfort and a friendly
voice to remind them of the many blessings we
have through these talks.

Yoi Ichinichi Oh! Have a nice day!
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Chaplain (Maj.) Mark A. Johnston talks resilience at various
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ARMY COLONEL PULLS JAPANESE MAN FROM
OVERTURNED VAN
NEAR SAGAMI GENERAL DEPOT
RS L 7N 20 6 HAR GE R T2 2 FHAR A liia MU I CORBERDR e 2 B

Japanese first responders tend to a local man whose vehicle toppled
over in Sagamihara, Japan, Friday, June 5, 2020.
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By Christian Lopez and

Hana Kusumoto

TOKYO — A Japanese
driver was pulled from his
smoking van by an Army
colonel from Sagami
General Depot after the
vehicle flipped near the
base on Friday morning.

Col. Patrick Costello,
commander of the 38th
Air Defense Artillery
Brigade, was westbound
on Sagamihara Route 507
toward the depot on the
outskirts of Tokyo when
he saw the van topple
over.

“The vehicle was directly
in front of me and veered
into a curb with a steel
post,” he told Stars and
Stripes via email Monday.
“The curb was elevated
after a driveway and it
forced the car to flip up
and on its side”

Costello worked with
another American
fromthe base and a
Japanese civilian to
pull the man out of the
smoking vehicle.

“He appeared to be in
shock,” he said. “His
airbag had deployed and
he was dazed.

The Sagamihara Fire
Department arrived with
an ambulance followed
by the Sagamihara Police.

The driver suffered no
injuries and did not
require an ambulance,

a fire department
spokesman said Monday.

A Sagamihara Police
spokesman declined
to provide further
details due to ongoing
investigation.
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Col. Patrick M. Costello, commander of
the 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade,
leads a safety brief for his troops at
Sagami General Depot, Japan, Friday,
June 5, 2020. Earlier that day, Costello
helped rescue a local man from his
toppled vehicle.
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KEEN EDGE TESTS 38TH ADA'S

;\:_

s E ‘it - Y
t. Col. James L. Crenshaw, deput, nding officer, Maj. Michael G. Lowefarmer, operations officer, and Sgt. Maj. George Rupprecht, operations sergeant major, all with 38th Air
Defense Artillery Brigade, provide feedback to Soldiers during Keen Edge 2020 at Sagami General Depot, Japan Jan. 26 to enhance both force posture and engagement operations.
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Story and photos by
aquel Birk
SAGAMIHARA Japan - Since
~ the 38th Air Defense Artillery

) Brigade’s reactivation Oct. 16,
2018 at Sagami General Depot,
the unit worked diligently

to establish a fully-functional
brigade ready and able to
execute their wartime mission at
any time.

Keen Edge 2020, a joint
command post exercise
conducted to increase combat
readiness and synchronization
between U.S. Indo-Pacific
Command, U.S. Forces Japan
and the Japan Joint Staff to
effectively defend Japan or
respond to a regional crisis,
served as the ultimate test to
validate the brigade’s successful
reestablishment.

“Keen Edge tested our Integrated
Air and Missile Defense
interoperability with our
Japanese counterparts and other
U.S. forces,” said Maj. Michael G.
Lowefarmer, 38th ADE Brigade

. operations officer. “Our job as

% the 38th ADA Brigade was to

< conduct command and control

of air defense assets in the

« Indo-Pacific Command area
of responsibility and provide

el |

both force operations and
A\ engagement operations.”

Representatives with 94th

=— Army Air and Missile Defense
"'z‘s Command, the brigade’s higher
‘S headquarters, served as external
\\ evaluators to assess how well the

2 command works with their U.S.
and Japan allies refining tactics,
techniques and procedures in the
event of a crisis or contingency
during the week-long exercise
at Sagami General Depot Jan.
24-31.

“The 38th ADA Brigade did
exceptionally well considering
how recently they reactivated,”
said Maj. James B. Compton,
94th AAMDC G5 plans officer
and exercise evaluator. “There
B were a lot of lessons learned for
: 38th ADA Brigade and what we
[94th AAMDC] can doto bet-
ter support subordinate units.
The 38th ADA Brigade is ex-
ecuting a piece of a large-scale
exercise where 94th AAMDC
serves as the theater air defense
coordinator. The bilateral exer-
< cise allowed us to rehearse all
%% ourroles simultaneously”

sections refined theirmilitary
" occupatlonal specialties and

U.S. Soldiers of all ranks and staff

> _J

fulfilled their part in the larger
picture.

“I feel like we are getting

better and better at what we do
the more we practice our craft
with real-world scenarios,’ said
Pvt. Anikka D. Marshall, brigade
human resources specialist.

“As a HR specialist, | learned to
expedite casualty notifications
more efficiently and give valid
update briefs for participants.”

As a result of the brigade
working through dynamic

and diverse battle drills, and
responding to a series of
complex computer-based
scenarios, Lowefarmer ob-
served the “growth of the staff
as a whole, growing closer as a
| team while developing shared
knowledge of the mission set” as
the exercise drew to a close.

The forward-stationed mis-

sile defense units in Japan and
Guam continue to participate

% in regional and theater-level

% exercises building partnership

= capacity with allies in order

* to protect against an ever-
increasing ballistic missile threat
in the region. Today, they proved
ready to ‘Fight Tonight.

< 7z
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Our job as the 38th ADA
Brigade was to conduct
command and control
of air defense assets in the
Indo-Pacific Command area
of responsibility and provide
| both force operations and
engagement operations.
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Artillery Brigade, gives a brief on the status of the brigade’s fleet of vehicles, weapon systems, and other
equipment the brigade uses to conduct its missions to enhance operational readiness.
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Soldiers with 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade partici- &
pate in a situational awareness brief to enhance opera- = &
¥5 tional readiness.
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38TH ADA BRIGADE CHANGES GCOMMAND, RESI’OSIBI[ITY

Story by Sgt. Raquel Birk
Photos by Honey Nixon

CAMP ZAMA, Japan - The 38th Air Defense
Artillery Brigade bid farewell to their command
team and welcomed a new one during a change
of command and relinquishment of responsibility
ceremony here July 10, 2020.

Maj. Gen. Viet X. Luong, commanding general,
U.S. Army Japan, officiated the ceremony as

Col. Patrick M. Costello, the brigade’s outgoing
commander, passed the reins to Col. Matthew W.
Dalton, and Command Sgt. Maj. Neil H. Sartain
relinquished responsibility to acting Command
Sgt. Maj. George S. Rupprecht, S3 operations
sergeant major.

The 38th ADA Brigade made history Oct. 16,
2018 when it reactivated at Sagami General
Depot, Japan after 37 years of inactive service on
the 100th anniversary of its inception.

“This is a great opportunity to recognize one of
U.S. Army’s stellar organizations, the 38th ADA
Brigade ‘Pacific Guardians’ and the tremendous
contribution to the defense of Japan and the
security of a free and open Indo-Pacific region,’
said Luong in his remarks. “About two years ago,
this brigade stood up. It feels like yesterday | went
to visit Col. Patrick Costello at Sagami General
Depot in an empty building with no furniture,
equipment or comms [communication equipment]
and although | am a constant optimist, in my
estimations at that point, the challenges seemed
insurmountable. In just a short amount of time
later, | was surprised when Pat [Col. Patrick M.
Costello] told me he was near initial operating
capability and soon after that he told me, ‘Sir, we
are ready to execute Yama Sakura 77, a tall task |
had given Pat when we first started this journey.”

Costello, a Charlottesville, Virginia native,

led the brigade since its reactivation and was
responsible for establishing seamless operations,
training, and enhancing integrated air and missile
defense oversight in the Indo-Pacific region.

The unit’s readiness was evident with successful
participation in multiple bilateral and joint training
exercises including Shodan Watch, Orient Shield,
Yama Sakura, and Keen Edge.

‘Commanding this brigade has been the most
humbling and rewarding experience in my career,’
Costello remarked. “Surrounded by phenomenal
leaders, Soldiers and families spread across
Honshu, Okinawa, Guam and Hawaii, | stood in
awe day after day of the sacrifice, dedication, and
professionalism of the entire team. The Soldiers
that | have had the privilege to serve are some of
the best the Army has to offer. They themselves
created the systems, processes, and organization
that led this headquarters from nothing to a
fully-functional air defense brigade headquarters
capable of fully supporting our mission for the
mutual defense of Japan.”

The 38th ADA Brigade guidon passed from
Command Sgt. Maj. Neil Sartain, the outgoing
senior enlisted advisor to the brigade commander,
to Col. Patrick M. Costello, symbolizing his loyalty
to the outgoing commander. Costello then
handed the guidon to Maj. Gen. Viet X. Luong,
representing his relinquishment of command to a
higher authority. Luong then passed the colors to
Col. Matthew W. Dalton, symbolizing the transfer
of responsibility to the incoming commander, who
then handed the guidon to the Acting Command
Sgt. Maj., George S. Rupprecht, symbolizing that
he will serve as the senior enlisted advisor until
the brigade receives their incoming Command
Sergeant Major.

Sartain, a native of Memphis, Tennessee, recalled
serving with Costello 20 years ago at Fort

Campbell and Iraqg, and appreciating the bond
they continued as the Pacific Guardian Brigade
command team. He is not going far as his next
assignment is Command Sgt. Maj. of the 94th
Army Air and Missile Defense Command, the
brigade’s higher headquarters.

“Today we build upon the traditions established
by those before us, celebrate the completion

of an era of leadership, and look forward to the
future as we welcome a new brigade commander,’
said Sartain. “Today is not necessarily about
individuals, but more about the history of the
organization. It is a celebration of success already
achieved and those which lie ahead. It is about
the colors passed which represent every single
Soldier currently serving or that has served in this
fantastic brigade.”

Dalton comes to Japan from Fort Shafter, Hawaii
where he served as the G3 of the 94th Army Air
and Missile Defense Command.

Dalton, a native of Portland, Connecticut,
expressed his gratitude for the privilege of leading
the brigade.

“I would like to thank the Soldiers and families of
38th ADA Brigade,” said Dalton. “Soldiers from
Kyogamisaki Communication Site [14th Missile
Defense Battery], Shariki [10th Missile Defense
Battery], the Snake Eyes Battalion [1st Battalion,
1st Air Defense Artillery Regiment], Echo-3 [E-3
Air Defense Artillery Battery], and Guam [Army]
National Guard for your continued sacrifices and
selfless service. My family is ready to join the
team and we look forward to serving alongside all
of you."

Costello will move on to serve as the
Headquarters Department of the Army G 3/5/7
Department Army Military Operations Fires chief
at Washington D.C.

1. Maj. Gen. Viet X. Luong, commanding general, U.S. Army Japan, passes the 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade colors to incoming brigade Commander Col. Matthew W. Dalton. The Pacific Guardian
Brigade bid fa:ewell to therr command team and welcomed a new one during a chan e of command and relinquishment of rt
. : N

onsibility ceremony here July 10
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3. Maj. Gen. Hisanori Miyamoto , Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Air Defense School commandant, present Col. Patrick M. Costello, outgoing 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade commander, Defense
Coope:ahon Award, Certlﬁcate of Appreciation, with a plaque as the two leaders exchange appreciation tokens for their time serving as bilateral partners since the brigade’s historic reactivation.
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4. Command Sgt. M Netl H. Sartain, 38th Air Defense Atrtillery Brigade outgomg senior enlisted advisor, prepares to pass the brlgade colors SIgmfymg his relinquishment of responsibility.
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FEMALE AIR DEFENSE COMMAND
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OKINAWA, Japan - In an air defense first, the

1st Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery Regiment’s
female command team leads their battalion to the
forefront of a growing trade.

Story by Sgt. Raquel Birk
Courtesy photos

With more than 40 years of combined service, Lt.
Col. Rosanna M. Clemente, air and missile defense
officer, and Command Sgt. Maj. Melissa Calvo, air
defense artillery senior enlisted advisor, guide and
train more than 570 troops on rapid modernization
air and missile defense capabilities to counter
existing and future aerial threats in the Indo-Pacific
region.

“It's a unique situation to work with our bilateral
Japan Self-Defense Force partners as well as joint
maritime, fires, and aviation elements to accomplish
a real-world mission,” said Clemente, Wood-Ridge,
New Jersey native. “We are the first line of defense
as the only Patriot Missile Battalion in the Pacific
and continue to protect the force from air and
missile threats against the U.S., our deployed forces,
and our allies. It's a tremendous responsibility and
honor that both Command Sgt. Maj. Calvo and |
share as a command team.”

The 1-1 ADA command team seeks to improve
warfighting capabilities through a myriad of annual
exercises, increasing the battalion’s ability to
maintain its four firing batteries. This environment
also requires a certain equilibrium, which Calvo
strives to achieve for Soldiers under her care.

“The operational tempo of our unit is very fast-
paced with many multi-domain and bilateral training
exercises. Maintaining ready-Soldiers who have

a healthy life-work balance is important,” said

Calvo, Tuscon, Arizona native. “This is a three-year
tour and I'm fortunate to have my husband, Juan,
daughter, Ashley, and Soldiers to keep me going
every day.”

Clemente said women who have defied gender
roles have created opportunities for others to
pursue their passions and demonstrate their
capabilities to the world.

“Our battalion has an approximately seven to 10
percent female demographic, but amongst those,
many are in leadership positions such as battery
commander, first sergeant, platoon leaders, and
squad leaders,” said Clemente. “All of the Soldiers
are doing exceptionally well, but the women are
definitely taking charge.”

Clemente, commander of 1-1 ADA since June
2019, describes being a battalion commander as
one of the most rewarding experiences.

“‘Being part of the 1-1 ADA team has been the
greatest time of my career,” Clemente said. ‘|
absolutely love coming to work every day and take

every chance | can to speak with the Soldiers - they
are talented, smart, and incredibly resilient. | learn
something from them every day and | would not
trade a minute of this awesome opportunity.”

Clemente attributes her family as one of her driving
forces to serve.

“My god mother, Lt. Col. (retired) Minda Casapao,
served as an Army nurse during the Gulf War and
provided guidance throughout my career,” said
Clemente. “I come from a family of immigrants that
migrated from the Philippines to the United States,
so | serve to give back to a country that has given
my family so much and to emulate my god mother.”

Calvo attributes female forerunners before her as
the fact that she is here.

“I' knew coming into air defense as a Private Second
Class in 1996 that the profession had recently
opened up to females,” Calvo recalls. “Initially, my
mindset was just to survive and never imagined that
I would be where | am today. | had always looked
up to, Sgt. Maj. (retired) Evelyn Hollis, educator

for the NCO Leadership Center of Excellence, for

becoming the first female Command Sergeant Major

in the Air Defensebranch and leading the way for
others like myself to follow. | had aspirations of

becoming the first female Command Sergeant Major

in the branch before Sergeant Major Hollis took
the title. Obviously that didn’'t happen, but it gave
me the courage to strive for even higher positions
of responsibility within my career and | hope to be
that inspiration for my Soldiers as Sgt. Maj. (retired)
Hollis was for me."

Calvo advises professionals to lean on competence,
not complacency to overcome any biases.

“You need to take the tough jobs to gain experience
and put yourself out there so that people can see
what you can do,” said Calvo. “If you don't put
yourself in positions to showcase your commitment
as a leader and how you take care of Soldiers, no
one is going to notice you or your dedication to the
Army and its Soldiers.

Clemente points to a cornerstone of dignity and
respect when it comes to leadership - regardless of
gender, ethnic, or socio-economic background.

“I think sometimes people are caught off guard
when they meet Command Sgt. Maj. Calvo and me.
They didn't expect to meet two women to make up
the command team - and I've always tried to steer
people away from that observation because as long
as we treat each other with dignity and respect for
what we have to offer as leaders and contribute

to the unit and the Army as Soldiers - our gender
should not matter,” Clemente asserts. “At the end
of the day, shaping and motivating our Soldiers to
think creatively, demonstrating genuine care for
our Soldiers and each other, and building efficiency

TEAM INSPIRES FUTURE LEADERS

into the systems of our craft as air defenders
will enable our success. It’s an art and skill that
constantly requires honing and sharpening.
Very simply, | hope that the leadership style and
approach that Command Sgt. Maj. Calvo and

| have adopted as a command team speaks to
our Soldiers and encourages them to develop
the tools and skills they need in order for them
to achieve their dreams...and along the way,
become the best air and missile defenders for
our country.”

The 1-1 ADA command team continues to
spearhead the defense of Japan in the Pacific
Theater of operation while inspiring their
Soldiers to succeed and reach for more. For this
air defense command team, the skies are the
limits.

You need

to take the
toughijobs to gain
experience and put

yourself out there
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This was

the first
time members
of E-3 ADA

participated

in the
competition.
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\WW\ine Soldiers and noncommissioned officers assigned to various units throughout 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade gather during the Pacific Guardian
[N O the Quarter Competition closing ceremony at Sagami General Depot, Japan Nov. 7. Staff Sgt. Alfred Taitano (center left), Patriot fire control enhanced
bperator/maintainer, and Spc. Isaac Swilling (center right), petroleum supply specialist, both with Echo Battery, 3rd Air Defense Artillery Regiment,
§// erminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD), won the NCO and Soldier categories respectively during the grueling test of their physical and mental
pbilities Nov. 6-7, 2019.
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2. Pfc. Dewey Langston, Patriot fire control enhanced operator/maintainer, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade,
completes a graded essay about the Army’s “this is my squad” initiative to strengthen squad-level cohesion amongst Soldiers. 11 H6H . HBifa At
BTSN, S 38PH 2t Se ik F T4 VU D TSR DAFREE i B 2212 B\ T i SCRTHilli % 74 2 % MR FIAST S OATBHBR = R U 2 v b Kt b
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3. Noncommissioned officers with various units throughout 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade, perform virtual M4 carbine rifle marksmanship qualifica-
tion on the Engagement Skills Trainer. 11H6H AR AR MUC 3\ ChfE S 4 iz, 38R 24t Se ik K -, VU O TR OSF R B X Ic B\
TOYHREE P BB o E o7 FEEB MAA—E Y - 54 7V 2 S 2L —> ay P olinT,

4. Sgt. Jose Perez Feliciano, information technology specialist, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade, marches
Soldiers and executes various drill and ceremony movements while being assessed by Sgt. Johnderrick A. Balintec, brigade event evaluator. 11H6H.
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5. Staff Sgt. Alfred Taitano (left), Patriot fire control enhanced operator/maintainer, and Spc. Isaac Swilling (right), petroleum supply specialist, both with
Echo Battery, 3rd Air Defense Artillery Regiment, Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD), stand with Sgt. Maj. George S. Rupprecht (center), air de-
fense sergeant major, 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade, after winning the noncommissioned officer and Soldier categories of the Pacific Guardian of the
Quarter Competition. 55 38Bi 2 L ik H P 22 (EHGE Y ERE R 2 —2-S v —7L 7k B E ((ho) &3y 5 3F 22 fediBEhBk (THAAD)
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SAGAMIHARA, Japan - Nine Soldiers and
noncommissioned officers assigned to various
units throughout 38th Air Defense Artillery
Brigade competed in a grueling test of their
physical and mental abilities during a quarterly
contest at Sagami General Depot Nov. 6-7.

Story and photos by
Sgt. Raquel Birk

In the end, Staff Sgt. Alfred Taitano, Patriot fire
control enhanced operator/maintainer, won
the title of noncommissioned officer of the
first quarter, and Spc. Isaac Swilling, petroleum
supply specialist, won the title of Soldier of
the first quarter. Both Soldiers are assigned to
the newest brigade addition: Echo Battery, 3rd
Air Defense Artillery Regiment, Terminal High
Altitude Area Defense (THAAD), Task Force
Talon.

“This was the first time members of E-3 ADA
participated in the competition,” said Taitano.
“Spc. Swilling and | had to introduce our unit’s
work ethic and readiness to the rest of the
brigade by performing well. We spent countless
hours preparing in the weeks leading up to the
event and came here from Guam to Japan to win
it”

The competition’s events included a height and
weight assessment; an Army Physical Fitness
Test; a drill and ceremony competition; timed
disassembling, reassembling and function
checks of the M4 carbine rifle, M9 pistol

and M249 light machine gun; virtual M4
marksmanship tests on the Engagement Skills
Trainer; a 12- mile ruck march with a three-
hour time limit; Single Channel Ground and
Airborne Radio System programing proficiency
assessment; a written test; and a formal board
before Sgt. Maj. George Rupprecht, brigade air
defense sergeant major, and other senior NCOs.

“We do the Pacific Guardian of the Quarter
Competition to foster esprit de corps and
camaraderie amongst members of the brigade,”
said Rupprecht. “It helps them assess their
strengths and weaknesses and makes our
Guardians better-rounded on both intellectual
and physical aspects of Soldiering. We also use
this competition to feed into U.S. Army Japan’s
quarterly competition and the upcoming Best
Warrior Competition.”

Staff Sgt. David Shores, air defense battle
management system operator and competition
coordinator, said events were based on common
Soldier tasks that are not specific to any military
occupational specialty and it was a close race all
the way to the end.

“The competition on day one was tight after
the seven events were conducted,” said Shores.
“It was not until day two after the board that
we were able to identify the winners. This was
the second time our brigade has organized the
competition and the first time we focused on
the total Soldier concept: each event was based

on a 100-point scale, so the Soldiers who won
exhibited a high degree of skill in most events.

Most impressively, all competitors completed
the 12-mile ruck march with 45-pound weighted
rucks in less than three hours.”

The winners each received an Impact Army
Achievement Medal. They will also go on
to compete in the U.S. Army Japan Soldier
and Noncommissioned Officer of the Year
Competition.

In addition to the winners, competitors
included: Staff Sgt. Andrew Guilliam, Patriot
fire control enhanced operator/maintainer, and
Spc. Timotheus Redd, Patriot launching station
enhanced operator/maintainer, both with 1st
Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery Regiment;
Sgt. Jesse Sanchez, human resources specialist,
14th Missile Defense Battery; Sgt. Erick Salazar
and Spc. Onil Almanzar, both Patriot fire control
enhanced operator/maintainers with 10th
Missile Defense Battery; and Sgt. Jose Perez
Feliciano, information technology specialist,
and Pfc. Dewey Langston, Patriot fire control
enhanced operator/maintainer, both with
Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 38th
ADA Bde.

Lt. Col. James L. Crenshaw, brigade deputy
commanding officer, spoke at the closing
ceremony and asked members of the audience
to celebrate the Guardians who participated by
emulating them.

“If you are a leader, encourage your folks to
pursue what these Soldiers have pursued,” said
Crenshaw. “l was very impressed with the many
challenging events this group of fine Soldiers
have conquered. Keep chasing your aspirations
and you will be the next Sgt. Maj. Rupprecht or
Command Sgt. Maj. (Neil) Sartain in the future”
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» Staff Sgt. Cobian and his crew (Sgt. Roseboom, Spc. Gonzalez; Spc: Rivéra, bha Spc.

ring the M249 at the nge
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Story by 2nd Lt. Nathan Kreher
X AP Ln— R

CASINO HIGHLIGHTS

KADENA AIR FORCE BASE, Japan -
Charlie Battery, 1st Battalion, 1st Air
Defense Artillery Regiment (1-1 ADA),
displayed resiliency and character
throughout.the second quarter of
FY20. Beginning with a protracted
heightened posture to conduct 24-hour
operations for 25 consecutive days—in
addition to the regular administrative
duties to maintain readiness and
proficiency in assigned tasks—Casino
Battery displayed that it is ready to
respond to current and future threats.
In addition to this operation, Charlie
participated and supported Resilient
Shield 2020—an INDOPACOM joint,
bilateral exercise—that the 38th Air
Defense Artillery Brigade utilized as an
external evaluation of 1-1 ADA' staff
functions and readiness. Immediately
following Resilient Shield, Charlie
conducted a weeklong Battalion

Field Training Exercise (FTX) with
Operational Readiness Evaluations
(OREs) to test and verify the proficiency
of individual crews. Two Casino
Battery Soldiers participated in a Joint
Bilateral Marksmanship Competition
with members of the Japanese Self-
Defense Force to augment theater
security cooperation and strengthen
the bilateral partnership. Finally,
Charlie Battery hosted a Soldier Family
Readiness Group (SFRG) meeting,
where Service Members, along with
their families, enjoyed food and a raffle
as they discussed the upcoming training
schedule.
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Background photo: Sgt. Thomas overseeing Battery
IMPA Operations (photo by 2nd Lt. Kreher).
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‘ense Force prepare for the marksmanship competition
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photo by Sgt. Dricoll).
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EVALUATIONS ¥4

Throughout the evaluations during Resilient Shield
2020 and the Battalion FT'X, Charlie Soldiers
displayed their tactical proficiency and the unit’s
readiness. The Battery system maintenance team,

in particular, displayed excellence, as they were
highlighted by the Battalion Readiness Center

(BRC) officer-in-charge (OIC) as the best system
maintenance crew in the battalion. il
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Spc. Renfroe preparing for the Joint Bilateral Marksmans
FoRGRSEER I 5Ly 70— (BHE YL 3%5HH)

STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIPS
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Charlie Battery sent two personnel (Sgt. Driscoll and Spc. Renfroe)
to compete in a Joint Bilateral Marksmanship Competition with
members of the Japanese Self-Defense Forces. Sgt. Driscoll and
Spc. Renfroe demonstrated their excellence in marksmanship
and strengthened the relationship between 1-1 ADA and partners
on Okinawa. Spc. Renfroe stated that the “friendly competition
provided bilateral cohesion... with six-man teams” working with
their “standard issued weapons.”
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Charlie Battery leadership held a unit Soldier Family Readiness
Group (SFRG) gathering to discuss the training schedule of the
next 90 days and highlight the resources available to Soldiers and
their families. In addition to providing food and a raffle, the SFRG
invited guest speakers and provided pamphlets to offer advice on
Red Cross services, financial planning, improving the resiliency
of Soldiers and their families, and the opportunities available with
the Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers (BOSS) program.
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ol. Matthew W. Dalton, 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade comm‘a:}der, meets with Kyotango City Mayor Yasushi Nakay-
ama, to discuss COVID-19 prevention measures, ways to improve information sharing, and a way-forward to enhance the
U.S.-Japan alliance in the area during a visit to Kyotango City Hall Aug. 26, 2020.
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Maj. Benedict, and his team at KCS look
forward to resuming community outreach
programs as soon as we can do so safely.

14" MISSILE DEFENSE BATTERY

JANDERS FIRST SERGEANTS

Sojin Kaneda, Kyotango City Council
Chairperson, speaks to Col. Matthew
W. Dalton, 38th Air Defense Artillery
Brigade commander, to discuss
COVID-19 prevention measures,
ways to improve information sharing,
and a way-forward to enhance the
U.S.-Japan alliance during a visit to
Kyotango City Hall.
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A
Col. Matthew W. Dalton 38th Air Defense Artrlle:y Brigade commander anngstde interim Command Sgt. Maj. George S. Rupprecht bri 1gade semor enhsted advisor, and Maj.
Blake Benedict, 14th Missile Defense Battery commander, meets with Masahiro Masuga, director-general, and Masashi Shida, Director of Planning, Kinki-Chubu Defense Bureau ,
to discuss COVID 19 prevention medsures, ways to improve information sharing, and a way-forward to enhance the U.S.-Japan alliance in the Kyoto Prefecture area during a visit
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ol. Matthew W. Dalton, 38th Air Defense Ahery Brigade commander, alongside interim Command Sgt. Maj. George S. Rupprecht, brigade senior enlisted advisor, Maj. Blake Benedict,
14th Missile Defense Battery commander, and U.S. Army Japan representatives, extends gratitude to Ms. Hiroko Shigemi, chief of Kyoto Prefecture’s Tango Public Health Department,
and Haruo Nakamoto, director general, Kyoto Pref. Tango Area Promotion Bureau, for the Health Department’s role in assisting and providing care to members of the Kyogamisaki

ommunications Site.
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Story and photos by
Sgt. Raquel Birk

KYOGAMISAKI, Japan - Col. Matthew W.
Dalton, 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade
commander, met with Kyoto Prefecture area
community leaders to discuss the current
health protection measures during his first
visit to Kyogamisaki Communications Site Aug.
26, 2020.

With the onset of two positive COVID-19
cases associated with KCS in late July, military
medical personnel were dispatched from
Camp Zama to conduct medical screening and
contact tracing of KCS personnel, yielding an
additional nine related positive COVID-19
tests within the subsequent two weeks.

The remote location of KCS presented chal-
lenges to 38th ADA Brigade health care
process2s during the initial stage of the
COVID-19 pandemic. While service members
were treated by military health care profes-
sionals dispatched from Camp Zama, Kyoto
Prefecture’s Tango Public Health Department
assisted with the testing of personnel as well.

“U.S. contractors receive local health care

and we truly appreciate the support from the
Kyoto Prefecture Health Center over the last
few weeks," said Dalton. In addition to U.S.
Army Japan'’s health prevention measures, KCS
employees are currently in a shelter-in-place
status, conducting only minimal life support
activities to limit the exposure to the local
population until COVID-19 is contained on
site.

The 14th Missile Defense Battery, operational
since October 2014, provides the first line

of defense against ballistic missile threats

in the Indo-Pacific region by monitoring air
space with an Army Navy/Transportable
Radar Surveillance System (AN/TPY-2 ) on
mainland Japan. Under the guidance of Maj.
Blake Benedict, 14th MDB commander, KCS
fostered the U.S.-Japan alliance through
community outreach programs such as beach
clean-ups, English-language proficiency
classes, sports events, and cultural exchanges,

which all took a pause during the current health
emergency.

“Maj. Benedict, and his team at KCS look
forward to resuming community outreach
programs as soon as we can do so safely,” said
Dalton.

With only one more person to be medically
cleared from isolation, both the U.S. and Japan
look forward to the containment of COVID-19
at KCS.

“A sincere thank you for this conference
between Japan and the United States of
America with the shared interest and
cooperation to keep Japan a safe and peaceful
country,” said Kyotango City Mayor Yasushi
Nakayama. “Information sharing and open
communication should be maintained to further
enhance the trust-worthy relationship [between
the U.S. and Japan].’

The conference concluded on an optimistic
note with leaders maintaining a mutual
understanding and emphasis on their priority -
the people.

“The health and safety of the community is the
number one priority,” said Dalton.
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that although he was initially anxious about coming into the
unfamiliar U.S. Army environment, he was grateful to have met

and worked together with Soldiers and other JGSDEF participants
through the program.

4 ! * “The most important thing for maintaining future relationships
Capt. Phillip H. Le, air de‘f‘énse artillery fire directions control officer, and Sgt. 1st Class Galen E. Corbell, between the JGSDF and the U.S. Army is to know each other;,”
air defense battle management systems operator, both with 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade, and said Harumoto. “Through my experience these past few weeks. on
sponsors during the 10-week U.S. Army Japan Cooperative Work Program stand with Japan Ground . & y €Xp p 2
Self-Defense Force program participants during the opening ceremony. and oft duty, I believe we have learned a lot from each other and
N e e (Y AR Aol L EE e SR U R RIS VPOV R Bl can maintain this relationship for years to come.”
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One of the most memorable experiences for Harumoto during

Story and photos by his time in the program was the brigade’s Situational Training
Sgt. Raquel Birk Exercise at Camp Fuji with his sponsor.

SAGAMIHARA, Japan - Two air defense members from the Japan
Ground Self-Defense Force concluded a 10-week cooperative work
program Dec. 13, 2019 alongside 38th Air Defense Artillery Soldiers
at Camp Zama, allowing both sides to gain professional and personal
development skills.

“My first time training with the U.S. Army was during the STX
lanes and it was a great learning experience from start to finish,”
Haramoto recalls. “I learned a lot about how the U.S. Army plans
and coordinates training from Sgt. 1st Class Corbell and was able
to compete against him during the confidence obstacle course”

“The co-op work program was developed by U.S. Army Japan in 1995 as
a premier bilateral engagement program to enhance U.S.-Japan relations
and interoperability;” said Capt. Phillip H. Le, air defense artillery fire
directions control officer, 38th ADA Bde. and program participant. “This
cycle was unique in the fact thatU.S. and Japan air defenders participated
for the first time, creating a bond between partner forces with similar
capabilities and mission”

U.S. Army and JGSDF members took home more than a better
understanding of how each operates in their respective fields, they
developed lasting ties.

“Ilearned so much about the operational side of how U.S.

Army air defense works and gained an even better mutual
understanding with the U.S. Soldiers here and my sponsor, Capt.
Le,” said Kita. “I will take what I learned back to my unit and the

Each JGSDF participant was assigned to a unit throughout USAR]J and lasting friendship as well.

had a U.S. Soldier as a sponsor for the duration of the program.

“Co-op program participants with JGSDF took part in Army physical
training sessions; worked with sponsors to enhance English skills;
exchanged ideas and techniques; and worked together to accomplish
shared goals, including recent training exercises, competitions, and
knowledge boards,” said Sgt. 1st Class Galen E. Corbell, air defense battle
management systems operator and program participant. “As a sponsor, I
learned many Japanese customs and courtesies first hand; differences and
similarities in how our units function; and made a life-long friend”

The U.S.-Japan alliance is the cornerstone of efforts to ensure a free and
open Indo-Pacific region. When it comes to air defense, working closely
with JGSDF counterparts becomes a collaborative effort to defend Japan.

“Working closely with the 38th ADA Bde. these past few weeks allowed
me to understand the importance of knowing how each other operates
in the defense of our countries against real-world air and missile ballistic
threats,” said 1st Lt. Kenta Kita, air defense officer, 7th Antiaircraft
Artillery Regiment, JGSDF and program participant. “This experience
has opened my eyes to the many similarities we have as service members
despite our cultural differences”

gt. 1st Class Galen E. Corbell, air defense battle management system operator, 38th Air Defense /
Sgt. 1st Class Seigo Harumoto, communications noncommissioned ficer in charge, 3rd Antiaircraft Artillery Regiment, Japan Ground Self-Defense Force, negotiate an «
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raft Artillery Regiment, Japan Ground Self-Defense Force

speaks to U.S. Army Japan leadership about his experience

ith the USARJ Cooperative Work Program during the
graduation ceremony, concluding the 10-week program at

amp Zama, Japan. o
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rt'lllery Bngade and Sgt. 1st Class Selgo Harumoto, communlcatrons noncommissioned of-
bstacle course together during the brigade’s Situation Training Exercise at Camp Fuji, Japan
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Sgt. 1st Class Galen E. Corbell, air defense battle management
systems operator, 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade, and Sgt.

_ 1st Class Seigo Harumoto, communications noncommissioned

_ officer in charge, 3rd Antiaircraft Artillery Regiment, Japan Ground

© Self-Defense Force, complete an obstacle course together during
the brigade’s Situation Training Exercise at Camp Fuji, Japan Nov.
15, 2019.
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Chief Warrant Officer 2 Keon Ellison, assigned to the 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade, clears an obstacle while competing in the U.S. Army Japan 2020 Army Week Functional Fitness
Team Competition at Camp Zama, Japan, June 9, 2020.
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Chief Warrant Officer 2 River Mitchell, assigned to the 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade, completes a deadlift repetition during the U.S. Army Japan 2020 Army Week Functional Fitness
Team Competition at Camp Zama, Japan, June 8, 2020. ) 5
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When a group of patriots formally banded together to form the U.S. Army on June 14, 1775, they
dedicated themselves to overcoming challenges in the name of equality, freedom and justice.

Story and photos by
Wendy Brown

CAMP ZAMA, Japan (June 11, 2020) - When
a group of patriots formally banded together
to form the U.S. Army on June 14, 1775,
they dedicated themselves to overcoming
challenges in the name of equality, freedom
and justice.

In honor of the Army’s 245th birthday,

U.S. Army Japan Soldiers followed in their
footsteps here June 8 and 9 with challenging
competitions that included a modified Army
Combat Fitness Test and a grueling four-mile
functional fitness route.

“There was a lot of competition,” said Lt. Col.
Roberto Herrera, lead planner of the USARJ
Army Week Warrior Games. “Units want to
be the No. 1, so they put their best Soldiers
forward to beat the competition.”

To prevent COVID-19 throughout the events,
Soldiers practiced social distancing, graders
wore face masks and gloves, and personnel
sanitized every piece of equipment before and
after each use, Herrera said.

Soldiers, meanwhile, said they enjoyed getting
to know those from other units, and that the
event helped strengthen cooperation through
teamwork and friendly competition.

“It's Army Week and it’s fun,” said Staff Sgt.
Karim Acosta, a member of the Medical
Activity - Japan team. “It's good esprit de
corps for us. Since we don't get to do this a
lot, it's good for us to be able to get out there
and showcase what the medical community
has to offer.

Staff Sgt. Sharonica White, assigned to U.S.
Army Garrison Japan, said the competition
helped get Soldiers’ minds off COVID-19 and
improve morale.

“It was a great thing to do for Army Week
because it helped the Soldiers to get out of
the barracks and get more camaraderie within
the units here at Camp Zama,” White said.

The competition gave Soldiers a chance

to show off their physical abilities and create
resiliency while having fun and being competitive,
White said.

First Lt. Daniel Mauldin, assigned to the 78th
Signal Battalion, said he and the four other
members of his team wanted to compete to
challenge themselves.

“The Army is all about pushing yourself, bettering
yourself and competition, and that's what this is—
competing against all our sister units here in U.S.
Army Japan,” Mauldin said. “Regardless of how we
do at the end, it's how we challenged ourselves.
That's the key.”

Pfc. Savon Simmons, assigned to the 35th
Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, said

he appreciated the opportunity to challenge
himself alongside other Soldiers during the ACFT
competition.

‘It gets us to work together, which is good

for morale,” Simmons said. “You've got a lot of
teamwork, and you've got a lot of people behind
you. It gets different people together to see what
everyone’s strengths and weaknesses are.”

Simmons added: “This will make you sweat.”

Day one featured a modified ACFT with a three-
repetition maximum deadlift; a standing power
throw; hand- release pushups; a sprint, drag, carry
event; leg tucks; and a 2-mile run.

Staff Sgt. Leroy Mendez, assigned to the 78th
Signal Battalion and an organizer of the ACFT
competition, said 32 Soldiers competed the first
day.

“Especially with everything going on right now
[with COVID-19], it's a perfect opportunity for all
of us to come together to compete against each
other,” Mendez said. “It's the nature of the Army.
That's what we like to do: We like to compete.”

Capt. Patrick Sorensen, assigned to USARJ and
the ACFT competition’s first-place finisher, said
the best part was seeing the Soldiers working
together in the same space, and competitive
nature of the ACFT motivated him to perform at
a higher level.

‘I think | can speak for the rest of USARJ
when | say that we have all missed the sense
of camaraderie and esprit de corps that we
normally feel as a part of our daily duties,’
Sorensen said.

Those who planned and ran the event did a
great job, Sorensen said.

“This Army week competition was executed
phenomenally,” Sorensen said. “The planners
had to create well thought out protection
measures and risk-mitigation strategies in
order to allow the spirit of the Army Week we
all know and love.”

On day two, the Functional Fitness Team
Competition included eight stations around
Camp Zama. The challenges featured an
obstacle course with 19 obstacles, a litter
carry, and various physical challenges such as
a deadlift, pushups and leg tucks.

Staff Sgt. Bianca Pollard, assigned to
Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
USARJ, and an organizer of the functional
fitness competition, said 21 teams competed
and each team had to have at least four
participants.

“This has a lot to do with readiness,” Pollard
said. “We push people to pass the limits they
normally don’t reach with the obstacle course
event. This is really good for that. It pushes
you past your strengths.”

First Sgt. Alonte Washington, assigned to the
35th CSSB and a member of the team that
won the functional fithess competition, said
the functional fitness test challenged him
mentally and physically, and he enjoyed it.

“The best part was being able to compete
with all the other organizations and push the
Soldiers while challenging myself,” Washington
said.

Maj. Gen. Viet X. Luong, commander of
USARJ; USARJ Command Sgt. Maj. Scott A.
Beeson; Col. Thomas Matelski, commander of
USAG-J; and USAG-J Command Sgt. Maj. Billy
Norman attended the awards ceremony at



USARJ headquarters June 10.

Luong congratulated the winners and said he
is proud to be a member of the Army, which
has stepped up to the nation’s calling since it
formed nearly 245 years ago.

The Army remains an organization dedicated to
equality, justice and defense of the constitution,
Luong said.

In the ACFT competition, Sorensen came in
first with 594 out of 600 points; Sgt. Zachariah
Storm, assigned to MEDDAC-J, came in second
with 592 points; and Chief Warrant Officer 2
River Mitchell, assigned to the 38th Air Defense
Artillery Brigade, came in third with 582 points.

In the functional fitness competition, the 35th
CSSB came in first with a team that included
Washington, 2nd Lt. David J. Drury, 1st Sgt.
Christopher D. Lett, Spc. Michael L. Eubanks,
Pfc. Christian E. Hicks and Sgt. Michael Howard.
The 38th ADA Bde. came in second with a team
that included Mitchell, Master Sgt. Kevin Rainey,
1st Lt. Connor Camp, Sgt. Alexander Figueroa
and Spc. H. W. Londagin. MEDDAC-J came

in third and included Acosta, Storm, Staff Sgt.
Michael Ware and Spc. Miguel Lucio.

Luong also presented Army Week impact
awards to Mendez, Sgt. Trenton Chambers and
Capt. James Huff for their roles in organizing
the events.

Leaders also announced the Commander’s Cup
winners. The 78th Signal Battalion placed first
with 182 points; U.S. Army Garrison Japan
placed second with 163 points; and HHC
USARJ, comprised of Soldiers from USAG-J, the
35th CSSB and | Corps Forward, finished third
with 162 points.
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Maij. Gen. Viet X. Luong, U.S. Army Japan commanding general and Command Sgt. Maj. Scott Beeson, USARJ senior enlisted advisor, recognize winning Soldiers assigned to the 38th Air De-
Army photo by Honey Nixon)

fense Artillery Brigade, dur
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! the U.S. Army Japan 2020 Army Week Closing Ceremony at Camp Zama, Japan, June 9, 2020.
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Master Sgt. Kevin Rainey and Chief Warrant Officer 2
River Mitchell, assigned to the 38th Air Defense Artillery
Brigade, complete in a two-mile run during the U.S. Army
Japan 2020 Army Week Functional Fitness Team Competi-
tion at Camp Zama, Japan, June 8, 2020. (U.S. Army photo
by Sgt. Raquel Birk)

Especially with everything going on right now [with
COVID-19], it's a perfect opportunity for all of us to
come together to compete against each other. It’s

the nature of the Army. That’s what we like to do: We like to

compete.
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Fiscal year 20 was an action- packed year for Echo Battery, 3rd Air Defense Arhllery In thelr execuhon of the six warfighting func-
tions, Excalibur Battery accomplished missions ranging from provocation response to equipment reset, setting the standard for
readiness in 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade.

7
EXE Story by 1st Lt. Cole Davis

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE, Guam -
Fiscal year 20 was an action-packed year
for Echo Battery, 3rd Air Defense Artillery.
In their execution of the six warfighting
functions, Excalibur Battery accomplished
missions ranging from provocation response
to equipment reset, setting the standard for

readiness in 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade.

On the island of Guam, damaging storms can
occur at any time of year. E-3 ADA utilizes
weather information from both civilian and
military authorities in order to respond
effectively to the situation. Since 2013, E-3
ADA has continued to refine their typhoon
response drills in order to mitigate the effects of
storms on its equipment.

Typically conducted as part of the Terminal High
Altitude Area Defense Gunnery program within
the battery, a Typhoon Mobility Drill consists of
Prepare for Movement and Emplacement drills
on each piece of THAAD equipment, convoy
operations to a hardened shelter at Andersen
Air Force Base, and the process of loading
equipment into the aforementioned shelter. The
return trip is reversed, with unloading, convoy
operations, and emplacement drills all occurring
at the squad level.

In FY20, E-3 ADA conducted one training
typhoon drill and one real-world typhoon
response drill. In these two drills, the battery
exceeded the standard in terms of safety and
speed. 1st Lt. Nathan Pernot, convoy officer
in charge, for one of these operations, said
“teamwork and mission command enabled the
battery to execute this drill faster than ever

before. Every section knew their tasks, the tasks
other Soldiers were completing, and how their
operation fit into the bigger picture.”

Resiliency during destructive weather conditions
is paramount to mission accomplishment, and
E-3 ADA's typhoon response drills show they
can handle the challenge.

Throughout the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command area
of responsibility, Soldiers of Excalibur Battery
are famous for their tactical prowess and fight
tonight mindset, which was put to the test
December 2019.

In response to provocation from North Korea,
E-3 ADA executed its operational tasks with
unparalleled efficiency, ensuring a constant state
of readiness. The excellent training of its Soldiers
and consistent performance ensured mission
accomplishment in the face of complex variables
and threats.

Due to the corrosive nature of the environment
on Guam, equipment typically needs additional
care to remain mission ready. E-3 ADA
conducted multiple logistical operations to
enhance mission effectiveness with the strategic
importance of the unit's equipment in mind.

Between October 2019 and June 2020, E-3
ADA air-loaded three M1097 heavy expanded
mobility tactical truck THAAD launchers for
equipment repair in the United States and
received a shipment of new THAAD interceptors
from the Missile Defense Agency. Each launcher
movement required coordination with 36th
Wing Air Mobility Squadron for both evacuation
and receipt in order to accomplish the task in
time.
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a
ecretary of Defense Mark Esper shakes the hand of Spc. Kevin
Thinnes, Patriot fire control enhanced operator, Echo Battery, 3rd Air|
Defense Atrtillery, during a visit to Site ArmadrHo Andersen Air Force

Base, Guam Aug. 29, 2020.
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With assistance from MDA, the new THAAD
interceptors E-3 ADA received were quickly
validated and added to the battery’s inventory

in order to immediately increase combat power.
Staff Sgt. Quinton D. Burrell, hazardous material
noncommissioned officer, played an important role
in the operation.

“When we worked together to prepare paperwork
and inspect equipment, the operation went
flawlessly,” said Burrell. “All of the Soldiers and
civilians involved showed teamwork can overcome
any obstacle, logistical or otherwise.”

Despite the challenges associated with it, E-3
ADA’s perseverance continues to enable homeland
defense operations in the face of a corrosive
environment.

The past year was filled with uncharted challenges
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. E-3 ADA has
not been spared from its own share of significant



changes to the daily lives of Soldiers. Through
critical thinking and shared understanding,
leadership in Excalibur Battery has effectively
mitigated the COVID-19 threat ahead of its

Air Force and civilian counterparts. Restrictions
like essential travel, virtual meetings, physical
training limitations, and more, showed that

the health and welfare of Soldiers was placed
as one of the highest priorities in 2020.
Through accurate information, dissemination of
restrictions, and a team mentality, our Soldiers
implemented mitigation measures to ensure the
safety and protection of the unit.

The Security Force charged with protecting

Site Armadillo comes from close to home: the
Guam Army National Guard. Task Force Hita
was critical to the defense of this strategic site
for nearly a year and the unit is grateful for their
contributions to the team. TFH recently passed
the baton to Task Force Guadita in September.
TFG Soldiers are motivated and excited to join

a team charged with the Defense of Guam
mission.

The reputation E-3 has earned and sustained
through FY20 did not go unnoticed. The Chief
of Staff of the Army, Gen. James C. McConville
and Secretary of Defense, Mark Esper both
visited the Excalibur Battery in the third quarter
of this year. These distinguished visitors were
the capstone for an excellent year for Excalibur
Battery.

The strategic impact of THAAD operations on
Guam was best summarized by Secretary of
Defense Mark Esper’s closing remarks to Echo
Battery Commander Capt. Katrina Muchmore:
“thank you for what E-3 does for our nation.”
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Maj. Gen. Wilson A. Shoffner, commanding general, Fires Center Of Excellence and Fort Sill, and Command Sgt. Maj. John W. Foley, FCoE and Fort Sill senior enlisted advisor, gather for a photo
with members of the 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade S3-operations section and Japan Ground Self-Defense Force members participating in the Cooperative Work Program during a visit to the 38th Ai
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Story and photos by
Sgt. Raquel Birk

SAGAMIHARA, Japan - The Fires Center of
Excellence command team is dedicated to
raising the standard of training and education
by identifying new and innovative ways to
educate and train Soldiers to be productive
members of their units.

A way to achieve this objective is to reach out
and speak with the newest to the most senior
Soldiers.

Maj. Gen. Wilson A. Shoffner, commanding
general, FCoE and Fort Sill, and Command Sgt.
Maj. John W. Foley, FCoE and Fort Sill senior
enlisted advisor, navigated the hallways of the
38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade headquarters
speaking with Pacific Guardian Soldiers to better
understand the unit's challenges and successes
associated with reactivation of the brigade
during a visit at Sagami General Depot, Nov. 1,
2020.

“The FCoE command team visit was a
tremendous opportunity for the Pacific
Guardians to convey to a wider audience
both our pride and excitement in pursuing
our mission in the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command
area of responsibility,” said Lt. Col. James L.
Crenshaw, deputy commanding officer, 38th
ADA Bde. “The visit also presented a great
opportunity for Soldiers at all levels to receive
news about the future of the ADA branch from
Army senior leadership.”

The 38th ADA Bde. reactivated Oct. 16, 2018
to provide combined, joint air and missile

—HREIANY VAT aTt—
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defense in support of the U.S. Indo-Pacfic
Command, 24th Army Air and Missile Defense
Command, and U.S. Army Japan.

“The reactivation of the 38th ADA Brigade was
a huge deal in the U.S. Army,” said Shoffner. “You
don'’t see too many new units being established
throughout the world, so the fact that the 38th
ADA Brigade stood up here signifies an apparent
need for air defense oversight throughout the
Indo-Pacific region.”

Leadership covered key topics affecting units
now and potentially in the future, including:
Army Total Force Policy; the ongoing transition
to the Army Combat Fitness Test; Army training
initiatives such as Emergency Deployment
Readiness Exercises; new talent-management
programs and opportunities for Soldiers’ careers;
and ongoing efforts to balance Army readiness
and modernize the force.

“Priorities will begin to shift from building
readiness to sustaining readiness and
modernizing the force toward a Multi-Domain
Operations-capable force,” Shoffner said. “We will
deliver on that mission by developing Soldiers
and leaders, mastering the fundamentals, and
modernizing our force, while continuing to
support the Army’s global commitments with
ready forces.

Given the threats posed by North Korea's ballistic
missile programs, it is important for both the

U.S. and Japan to have robust missile defense
capabilities and Soldiers who are ready and able
to accomplish that mission. To maintain and
increase the unit's readiness, training for the
ACFT has commenced to better prepare Soldiers.

Exceller
Fort Sill

“When our junior leaders take ownership of
ACFT training and preparation, the Army’s
fitness culture will experience an authentic
transformation,” said Foley. “The ACFT provides
an excellent assessment of our Soldiers’ physical
fitness and mental toughness and offers a
well-rounded test that encourages Soldiers to
develop speed, strength and athleticism.”

Shoffner discussed how important it was for
leaders to focus on the Soldiers who “do the
right thing” by explaining the 10/10/80 rule.

“In a group, there are 10 percent of Soldiers
who do the wrong thing most of the time;

10 percent who are always excelling; and 80
percent who are generally doing the right thing,”
said Shoffner. “Leadership tends to focus on
the 10-percenters most of the time, when their
focus should be on those in the middle who are
most likely to be influenced by attention given
to their efforts.”

Pacific Guardian Soldiers were asked the

pros and cons of their experience with their
assignment thus far. Many highlighted the
various travel opportunities and value of cultural
immersion with the Japanese, while conversely
some mentioned the traffic, which is common
amongst major cities.

‘| love being stationed in Japan because it's such
a safe country and the locals are so polite,” said
Sgt. Meagan Esposito, unit supply specialist,
38th ADA Brigade. ‘I was with another unit

at Sagami General Depot prior to this brigade
reactivating and took the opportunity to extend
my stay by joining this new and exciting team.”



| love being stationed
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locals are so polite.

N. 'Wilson A. Shoffner, commanding general, Fires Center of
ce and Fort Sill, and Command Sgt. Maj. John W. Foley, FCoE and
senior enlisted advisor, lead an open dialogue with members of the

The visit yielded an open dialogue with leaders
and Soldiers expressing their unique experience
in establishing the brigade, which was both
challenging and rewarding. Parties involved
with the visit gained a new understanding of
how Fort Sill and the FCoE operates and how
the 38th ADA Bde. plays a key role in the global
air defense posture.

“It's clear from Maj. Gen. Shoffner’s and
Command Sgt. Maj. Foley's comments that air
defense is a significant area of growth for our
Army,” said Maj. Peter Flores, brigade executive
officer. “Our brigade is at the forefront of this
growth and the presence of our Soldiers here in
Japan are a manifestation of the importance of
our alliance and this region. Maj. Gen. Shoffner
and Command Sgt. Maj. Foley listened to our
Soldiers intently and will undoubtedly take our
many lessons learned back to the FCoE for the
betterment of our force.

Ma} Gen. Wilson A. Shoffne» commanding general, Fires Cent

of Excellence and Fort Sill, shakes hands with Pvt. Edward M.

Jasmin, a newly assigned unit supply specialist with 38th Air

Defence Atrtillery Brigade during a visit to the Pacific Guardian
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The Fires Center of Excellence command team is dedicated to raising the
standard of training and education by identifying new and innovative ways
to educate and train Soldiers to be productive members of their units.
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Sgt. Ryan McGinty, assigned to the 1st Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery Regiment, 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade, Okinawa, throws a dummy hand grenade during the U.S. Army Japan Best Warrior
Competition at Sagami General Depot, Japan, July 21, 2020. (U.S. Army photo by Wendy Brown) 7H21 H . MBS A HFARE CIME I A7 AE HKEEHE EHERZ b -7 4 =) Pl Sl BT Bl iz
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U.S. Army Pacific Command competition in Hawaii in September. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Raquel Birk) TH21H, fEHREEE AR 74 — ) PR ITE T M2408 B8t 2 437 T 55538
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Maij. Gen. Viet X. Luong [commanding general of U.S. Army Japan] said it is important that Soldiers maintain
readiness during the COVID-19 pandemic, and the competition was one way to do that.

Story by Wendy Brown
R

CAMP ZAMA, Japan (July 24, 2020)

- Competitors in the U.S. Army Japan

Best Warrior Competition here included

a musician, an information technology
specialist and a Terminal High Altitude Area
Defense operator, among other military
occupational specialties.

Together, the 18 competitors took on a
series of 33 challenges over the course

of four days that tested their mental and
physical stamina. In addition to a combat
run, obstacle course and 12-mile ruck march,
many of the events focused on combat-
related skills such as weapons proficiency,
radio operations and call-for-fire expertise.

Maj. Gen. Viet X. Luong, USARJ commander,
said organizers designed the competition
that way for a reason: “A lot of times you
don’t choose combat, but combat chooses
you,” he said.

“It doesn’t matter who you are ... you could
be doing a completely different function that
is not combat- related, but we may need

you to step up and go do that,” Luong told
the competitors at the awards ceremony
July 23. “We don'’t call it the ‘Best Soldier
Competition. We don't care what your MOS
is. We call it the ‘Best Warrior Competition’
for that reason.”

Luong said it is important that Soldiers
maintain readiness during the COVID-19
pandemic, and the competition was one way
to do that.

The competition began July 20, and Master
Sgt. Maximo Nunez, assigned to the 35th
Combat Sustainment Support Battalion and
the noncommissioned officer in charge of
the competition, said that throughout the
competition, organizers ensured everyone
involved observed COVID-19 precautions
such as mask wearing and social distancing.

“We wanted to make it as rigorous—as
tough—as we could, while also abiding by the
guidance on COVID- 19, Nunez said.

Nunez said the Soldiers competed at the unit
level to make it to the competition, and they
all came prepared. “You can tell these are the

best of the best,” he said.

In the end, Sgt. Zachariah Storm, a medic
assigned to U.S. Army Medical Activity - Japan,
won the title of best noncommissioned officer,
and Spc. H. Londagin, a military intelligence
analyst assigned to the 38th Air Defense
Artillery Brigade, won the title of best Soldier.

The pair will go on to compete in the U.S. Army
Pacific Command Best Warrior Competition in
Hawaii in September, Nunez said. The winners
of that competition will then go on to compete
at the Department of the Army competition in
October.

Storm said he enjoyed the competition and his
fellow competitors impressed him.

‘I enjoyed learning from my peers,” Storm
said. “It was very, very rewarding to see the
things that they're good at and learn from
them and experience the different parts of the
competition that really challenge you in every
way, shape and form.”

Londagin said he encourages other Soldiers to
participate in competitions.

‘I would encourage them to do it for one
primary reason, and that is to strengthen their
overall basic Soldier attributes, their basic
Soldier capabilities, including medical, radio
transmission (and) live-fire weaponry,” Londagin
said. “All of these skills are key to a Soldier’s
growth and development.

Other competitors said they enjoyed the
challenge and plan to take the knowledge they
gained to their units.

Sgt. Malik Cunningham, an information
technology specialist assigned to the 1st
Battalion, 1st Special Forces Group, Okinawa,
said the competition highlighted for him the
importance of basic Soldier skills. He said he
plans to work with his Soldiers on how to call
for fire and react to contact, for example, when
he returns to his unit.

Cunningham said he also enjoyed meeting
Soldiers from a variety of units and
occupational specialties.

Meanwhile, Pfc. Austin Tabb, assigned to
the 1st Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery
Regiment, 38th Air Defense Artillery
Brigade, Okinawa, said he participated in the

competition because he wanted to better
himself.

“It's not an opportunity a lot of people get, and
| could learn something from it, win or lose,”
Tabb said. “There are a lot of good people (who
competed), and | learned a lot.”

U.S. Army Garrison Japan Command Sgt. Maj.
Billy Norman, who attended events, mentored
Soldiers and headed the board portion of the
competition, said he was glad that despite
COVID-19, organizers were able to get all the
Soldiers together for the competition.

Not only was the competition good for
camaraderie, it also helped develop Soldiers
and prove the importance of perseverance,
Norman said.

“It shows our Soldiers that despite what's going
on, as long as we do it in a safe way, we can
still get out there and do great things,” Norman
said. “The competition impacts our readiness
and staying after it and being ready to fight
tonight. It all ties in together.”
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U.S. Army Japan Best Warrior Competition Closing Ceremony at Camp Zama, Japan, July 22, 2020. (Photo by Sgt. Raquel Birk)
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Spc. H. Londagin, assigned to the 38th Air Defense”-\rtillery Brigade,

competes in the knowledge board portion of the USARJ BWC, July 22.

Londagin won the title of best Soldier and will compete in the U.S. Army
i ion in Hawaii in Septemb

Sgt. Ryan McGinty, as;igné“d to the 1st Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artil-

gt. Alex Figura oa assigned to the 38th Air Defen:e,irhllery -
Brigade, dons mission oriented protective posture during the U.S.
Army Japan Best Warrior Competition at Sagami General Depot,
0 by Sgt. Raquel Blrk)
z AR HORPEHL

lery Regiment,, Okinawa, negotiates an obstacle during the U.S. Army
Japan Best Warrior Competition at Camp Zama, Japan, July 21, 2020.
(U.S. Army photo by Honey Nixon)
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US MISSILE DEFENSE BRIGADE IN JAPAN

COULD EXPAND RAPIDLY UNDER THREAT
STARSK 4

and missile defens
20184 10HIT

SAGAMI GENERAL DEPOT, Japan —
The Army could send missile defense
units from all over the world to Japan to
safeguard allied forces in a contingency,
according to the commander of an air
defense unit near Tokyo.

The 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade,
which reactivated at Sagami General Depot
in Kanagawa prefecture in October 2018,
oversees air and missile defense units on
mainland Japan, Okinawa and Guam, said
Col. Matthew Dalton, 46, of Portland,
Conn.

“There are two main missions,” he said in
an interview Monday at his headquarters.
“The defense of Japan and homeland
defense”

The threat of Chinese and North Korean
missiles is an ever-present concern for U.S.
commanders in the Far East. As recently
as 2017 the North Koreans fired a ballistic
missile over northern Japan and tested

an intercontinental ballistic missile that
experts believed to be capable of striking
the U.S. mainland.

The same year, Google Earth images
revealed that China, which has a vast
arsenal of missiles, was firing them at
targets configured to look like U.S. bases in
Japan.

“I get apprehensive that we are not fully
conscious as a nation of the threats that we
face,;” Adm. Charles Richard, commander
of US. Strategic Command, told reporters

an, Okmawa and Guam, said
X

i

The 38th Air Defense Arh!lery Bngade which reactivated at Sagami General Depot near Tokyo in October 2018, oversees air

commander, Col. Matthew Dalton.
SRR HARA 1 L (N7
SN RKAkE,

Monday at the Pentagon. “China now has the
capability ... to directly threaten our homeland
from a ballistic missile submarine. That’s a
pretty watershed moment.”

Missiles are becoming more of a threat
globally, Dalton said.

“It’s cost effective for the threat to make a
bunch of ballistic missiles and it is expensive
for us to shoot them down,” he said.

Dalton’s brigade oversees Patriot missile
defense units at Kadena Air Base, Okinawa,
and a Terminal High Altitude Area Defense,

or THAAD, battery at Andersen Air Force
Base, Guam. However, the brigade could
expand to command and control as many as
six battalions, each with several missile defense
batteries, if necessary.

“Because we have the headquarters here, we
have the ability to quickly expand,” he said.
“We can receive units from any part of the
world and integrate them here on Honshu or
anywhere in Japan.”

U.S. air defense forces in Japan work closely
with their Japanese counterparts.

Japan has two tiers of missile defense: Aegis
destroyers capable of tracking and bringing
down incoming missiles, and an undisclosed
number of Patriot launchers operated
throughout the country by the Japan Air Self-
Defense Force.

A plan to procure the Aegis Ashore missile
defense system was scuttled in June by the
Japanese government due to concerns about

ISTRIPES

Story by Seth Robson

There are two main

missions: the defense
of Japan and homeland
defense.

Col. Matthew W. Dalton, 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade

commander, greets Japan Air Self-Defense Force Gen. Shuji

Izutsu. chief of staff, during Keen Sword 21 visit to the 1st

Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery Regiment’s forward-operat-
Air J Nov. 3

where rocket boosters might fall, Defense
Minister Taro Kono said at the time.

The U.S. Army’s air defense artillerymen
often work at Japan’s Air Defense Command
on Yokota Air Base in western Tokyo, Dalton
added.

“Integration is always the goal,” he said.
“Being able to get a common air picture
between the different joint and bilateral
services. Integrating electronically is fairly
easy for us because we have been doing it for
years.”

Some of the bases where air defense
artillerymen serve in Japan are remote and
spartan.

“Think Afghan [forward operating bases),”
Dalton said of radar sites at Kyogamisaki,
near Kyoto, and Shariki, south of Misawa.

Making missile defense work in Japan means
regular exercises with local forces, Dalton
said.

“We have to constantly work together and
rehearse and practice,” he said, adding that
the most effective training involves multiple
service branches from the U.S. and Japanese
militaries.
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Col. Matthew W. Dalton (right,

g L . M
, 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade commander,

SENIOR ENLISTED ADVISOR

',_ . : A

-

> 5 ), | J ¥ 8 F)
passes the brigade colors to Command Sgt. Maj. Kellen C. Rowley (left), incoming 38th ADA

y..

e
senior

enlisted advisor, during an assumption of responsibility ceremony at Sagami General Depot Nov. 25. Pacific Guardians welcomed a new command sergeant major on Thanksgiving
Eve, culminating with a brigade-wide celebration. (U.S. Army photo by Mimoko Shindo, U.S. Army Garrison Japan Public Affairs)
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‘ Story by Sgt. Raquel Birk
Photos by Momoko Shindo

SAGAMIHARA, Japan - Pacific
Guardians welcomed a new command
sergeant major on Thanksgiving Eve,
culminating with a brigade-wide
celebration.

Command Sgt. Maj. Kellen C. Rowley
assumed responsibility of the 38th

Air Defense Artillery Brigade during a
ceremony at Sagami General Depot Nov.
25.

“When Command Sgt. Maj. Rowley was
selected to serve as Pacific Guardian 7,
my emails were flooded with notes from
leaders across the [Air Defense] branch
singing his praises,” said Col. Matthew
W. Dalton, 38th ADA commander. “From
folks that knew him as platoon sergeant,
first sergeant, and previous position as
battalion command sergeant major, they
all had great things to say.”

The commander of the 38th ADA
presided over the assumption of
responsibility ceremony and emphasized
the significance of a brigade senior
enlisted advisor in line with the Army’s
priority: its people.

“The position of the CSM cannot be
understated, however the position

was not always around,” said Dalton, a
Portland, Connecticut native. “The Army
chief of staff directed the establishment

of the command sergeant major and it
was codified in Army command policy.

In responsibilities, it stated to supervise
the training of individual Soldiers in the
squad, section, or crew from the first-line
leaders with support from the platoon
sergeants, first sergeant, and command
sergeants major which later became the
foundation of the noncommissioned
officer support chain.”

Rowley, a native of Rochester, New York,
served as command sergeant major of
3rd Battalion, 2nd Air Defense Artillery
Regiment at Fort Sill, Oklahoma before
arriving to Japan.

“I'm very excited to be here,’ said Rowley.

“I'd like to thank Col. Dalton for hosting
this ceremony, welcoming my family

to the team, and Sgt. Maj. [George S.]
Rupprecht for setting up the ceremony,
guiding the brigade, taking care of us and
sharing your knowledge of everything
you've learned over the last several
months.”

Rowley is replacing Command Sgt. Maj.
Neil H. Sartain who departed July 10
upon selection to assume responsibility
of the 94th Army Air Missile Defense
Command at Fort Shafter, Hawaii.
Rupprecht served as interim brigade
command sergeant major and passed the
reigns to Rowley during the ceremony.

“I will take the experience and lessons

learned with me to my next assignment
as 3rd Battalion, 6th Air Defense Artillery
Regiment command sergeant major at
Fort Sill,” said Rupprecht. “I look forward
to serving alongside former Pacific
Guardians and continuing to promote
the Army’s ‘This is my Squad'’ initiative to
enhance cohesion, build trust among our
Soldiers, and combat all corrosives, while
promoting a tradition of excellence.”

The ceremony was followed by a
brigade-wide celebration of the new
senior enlisted advisor and upcoming
holiday by enjoying a meal with all the
traditional Thanksgiving fixings at the
various locations in both Guam and
Japan. Command teams and senior
leaders served meals to as many Pacific
Guardians as possible, a long-standing
military tradition on the holidays
where leaders serve their Soldiers to
demonstrate appreciation for their hard
work and dedication.

“Soldiers, civilians, families and friends of
the Pacific Guardian Brigade: Bree and

I, along with Command Sgt. Maj. Rowley
and Doris wish you a safe and happy
Thanksgiving,” said Dalton. “As we reflect
on all the reasons we are grateful, CSM
and | are especially thankful to have you
on the 38th ADA team. We appreciate

all you do each day. It's your hard work,
dedication, and professionalism that
makes this brigade exceptional. By Valor
and Power!
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mander, and senior leaders throughout the brigade, serve traditional

Thanksgiving dishes to their Soldiers, civilians, and family during a holiday
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meal at Sagami General Depot Nov. 25.
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(Left) Command Sgt. Maj. Kellen
C. Rowley, 38th Air Defense
Artillery Brigade senior enlisted
advisor, attends his assumption
of responsibility ceremony with
spouse Doris, and three sons,
Holden, Ezra and Levi at Sagami
General Depot Nov. 25, 2020.
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Soldiers with 1st Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery Regiment, prepare for a missile reload evaluation at their forward-operating tr
fense tactical skill proficiency during Keen Sword. Keen Sword is a biennial

readiness and interoperability.
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Story and photos by
Sgt. Raquel Birk

The 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade
deployed units to various locations
throughout Japan to validate its ability to
expeditiously reallocate defensive resources
and create a first-time regionally integrated,
layered Air Defense network with joint and
bilateral partners during Keen Sword 2021
from Oct. 26 to Nov. 5, 2020.

KS21 is a biennial, Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff-directed, U.S. Indo-Pacific
Command-scheduled, and U.S. Pacific Fleet-
sponsored field training exercise involving
more than 92,000 U.S. military and Japan
Self-Defense Forces personnel in and around
Japan.

“This exercise is unique because it represents
the first time the 38th ADA participated in
Keen Sword since its historic reactivation in
October 2018 and the first time Air Defense
Artillery Fire Control Officers worked hand-
in-hand with joint and combined partners

in a tactical field environment,” said Capt.
Daniel F. Emig, air defense officer, 38th ADA.
“The intent of this exercise was to enhance
our combat readiness and interoperability by
combining Air Defense capabilities with those
of the U.S. Air Force and Japan Self-Defense
Forces and that's exactly what we did.”

ADAFCO teams exist in order to integrate

Army Air and Missile Defense engagement
operations into the joint integrated Ballistic
Missile Defense architecture.

“First, we wanted to create and exercise a
joint and bilateral command post in order
to coordinate how the U.S. and Japan can
fight together. Secondly, we worked on
defense designs to protect U.S. and Japan
assets,” said Emig. “These aspects reinforced
our commitment to defending Japan, while

2020411 H3H. ¥—> -V — i
fliz32\} %, % —> vV — FEHIEEIORE L HAD Ak L DT %ﬁﬂ!lekh‘g‘l)hn 7f<j":

SIS % oK AR 1 B2 S

spearheading the way for future U.S.-Japan Air
Defense engagements to fight more effectively.”

KS21 helped with the de-confliction of fires by
defining roles during simulated air battles.

“Unlike air traffic control, which seeks to keep
aircraft separated and flow safely through traffic
lanes, tactical control is inherently more dangerous
because we are bringing fighters together,” said U.S.
Air Force Lt. Col. William Ballard, 610th Air Control
Flight commander. “My unit seeks to successfully
facilitate all the Air Force mission sets like offensive,
counter airstrikes, escort, defensive counter air,

and suppression of enemy air defenses to enable
kinetics and be able to employ weapon systems
against the enemy while coming together and
actively integrating U.S.-Japan air defense, maritime,
and land assets in the defense of the United States
and Japan.

Japan Self-Defense Forces allies shared similar
imperatives.

“‘During the exercise, we aimed to enhance our
joint/bilateral Missile Defense and Air Defense
capabilities together through training with U.S. Air
Force fighters/aircraft, U.S. Army Patriot, and Japan
Air Self-Defense Force Air and Missile Defense
units,” said JASDF Capt. Masataka Uchii, operations
officer, Headquarters, Northern Air Defense Force.
“On a personal note, I'm honored and excited to
train with 1-1 ADA (U.S. Army 1st Battalion, 1st Air
Defense Artillery Regiment) Soldiers during KS21
especially because I've attended the U.S. Army Air
Defense Artillery School and trained with them 20
years ago. It's been a pleasure working with my U.S.
Army counterparts Capt. [Stephen] Murphy, [Battery
A, 1-1 ADA commander] and Capt. Emig. | look
forward to conducting this training together again!”

KS21 strengthened bilateral relationships and
demonstrated U.S. resolve to support the security
interests of allies and partners in the region.

“This exercise is important for the security of the

‘ PACIFIC GUARDIAN ‘ 37
-

. Misawa Air Base, Japan N

int and bilateral exercise mvolvmg the U S. Military and Japan Self-Defense Forces, designed to enhance U.S.-Japan combat
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region for a couple of reasons,” said Maj. Gen.
Viet X. Luong, commanding general, U.S. Army
Japan. “First and foremost, we get to train in
a realistic environment under multi-domain
operations and execute our wartime tasks that
are captured under the existing contingency
plans and operational plans.”

Soldiers were exposed to training environments
that challenged and developed individuals, crews,
and battery personnel to advance levels of
proficiency in Patriot weapon systems with the
successful deployment, validation evaluations,
and redeployment of 1-1 ADA Soldiers and vital
Patriot equipment from Okinawa to central and
northern Honshu, Japan.

“This was by no means an easy feat as Soldiers
assigned to Patriot units at the brigade level
and below must be able to successfully pass
evaluations through a series of collective events
that provide a means for instilling crew integrity,
teamwork, and unit cohesiveness,” said Murphy.

Keen Sword provided the JSDF and U.S. military
opportunities to train together across a variety
of mission areas in realistic scenarios, enhancing
readiness, interoperability, building credible
deterrence, and ultimately redefining Air Defense
throughout the region.

Soldiers with 1st Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery Regi-
ment, conduct missile reload rehearsals of the PAC-3 (Patriot
Advanced Capability) as part of Air Defense battle drills at the
U.S. Navy Air Facility Atsugi Base Japan forward-operating
training site during Keen Sword Oct. 31, 2020. 2020410
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Capt. Stephen D. Murphy, commander, Battery A, 1st Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery Regiment, briefs U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Kevin B. Sch-

neider, commander, U.S. Forces Japan and 5th Air Force, and Japan Air Self-Defense Force Lt. Gen. Hiroaki Uchikura, commanding general,

Air Defense Command, on integrated Air and Missile Defense capabilities and 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade expeditionary capabilities

during Keen Sword/ Orient Shield 21 to enhance planning efforts and multi- domam operahons m the Indo-Pacific.
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rehearse battle drills with the PATRIOT long-range, all-altitude, all-weather air defense system capable of countering tactical ballistic missiles, cruise missiles and advanced aircrafts to enhance crew-drill
20. KS21 is a joint expeditionary bilateral exercise, which allows Japan Self-Defense Forces and U.S. military forces to work together across a variety of areas, enhancing the interoperability of U.S. and
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