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Students listen to the English instructor, 2nd Lt. Daisey, in the first English conversation class resumed at Camp Schwab
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Marine Corps Installations Pacific key leaders,
from right, Brig. Gen. William Bowers, MCIPAC
commanding general, Col. Neil Owens, assistant
chief of staff government and external affairs,
Sergeant Major Joy M. Kitashima, pose with
students and survivors of the 2011 Great East
Japan earthquake and tsunami at the Kesennuma
City Great East Japan Earthquake Memorial

Museum in Kesennuma, Japan, March 11, 2021.
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Dear Big Circle staff,

Hello, I hope this letter finds you well.
For a long time, | thought | should send
you a thank-you letter, but | could not
because | am not good at writing. |
hope you will forgive me. | would like
to express my sincere gratitude to the
Marines for all the volunteer work
they do.

Fais T~ 5 pEFarh ::}_-. LRI~ 2LE I worked for the military many years
.:;._Elr_f;‘ﬁ__-. ET#id b finECli. ago, with the Army and the Marine
Corps. | learned a lot of good things
about America during those periods.

I am very happy and grateful for that.

| apologize for my poor handwriting
and bad grammar, but | thought I'd at
least give it a try. Please forgive me and
thank you very much.

| hope you have a happy new year.
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We received it last December. We appreciate the letter and decided to share with our readers.

HEEVEETIE Correction

AEGE (No72) 20205 K5/2021F FHESD 12— D MEMFEISELY
FEDOTHRE ICDEELA Fv 7 F U P—FRE. A —~<— TV AIVKIE
DHARFERRED—THIEEIIIELTEYE LT, i THAREREXELL
TOBIEEWELET,

CDEDARFRICOELELC DLYBFEURLETET,

It has come to the attention of the "Big Circle" that the last row of the
Japanese translation of Camp Kinser Commander's greeting on "New
Year's Greetings from Camp Commander" was missing on page 12
(Winter 2020/New Year 2021). Whole translation is as below.

FrVT F Y -BRE I —FVFIVKE

FroTF T —KVERDRBETOER ZLUTRHTISICEEND TN
TOHRRNFEDSEOZHAL LIFTET,

Fr 2 TF T —IFRES LA D ERRANBEK RS ORITHIE
B FHTIRED L DGERHEF TIF T DRV ZE LVFEEHEDICLE T, FEEIE
TODERE % MR BN BT DR REfRE L 5RENC T BTcabBHEL T
FWIELTe &AL THIZMNE DD FHEIOFBITE LN THH LD
HEORORRZRITEE W RER L, TRCVA—I. b ZAT7 ARV B
R — R SEEREHT NS DF v THEE HEHERERF P F v
IR ) — D1 > VS 2L TRV E L, it &R A DTEREES
W% ) BELICARBENREHEC. INSOREEZRRERELICER
<HEIFLERL L&Y,

2021 Flcd e ERA EDfE LVEIK T BTcdlc Hmatnz & —BRD
FWEFLCE T ARV ARV MNEEBHE . (fEaor—0 . F o F—TL VR
VT TIRTAININ VAR AY ) — TR B EIREE)L RO FIRELY
B—RE FV TV HEHBELTCEIET,

RO IR EAEAT T RGEA DR GEAERE SHRTHERE AR
LR CRANERRRHR AAA—2 =757 T DM {DORRES
UOERAICIIHTIZ 2 =T —&FF VTR —LDERDYICREELT
BARLGBTRAZVILLEESHILBLEITEY, 20 2 1 FHLESE—FTHY
FTLSBMYALLEITET,

2 — Spring 2021

R iy
SEHHMESNEAND
iR
EHSNE (X B PER B B B th & g
HEEDLRIFBETT, FEMOBIN OIS
LITDWTIE TFEE THBEE<IETV. &
ECOSMELEIELLTD@E), A—)VTT
EREINBBE 4. okinawa.mcbb.fct@usmc.

MIlE T, FRDRICEBMELERDF v T
B TERALIEEL,

2277 (&™) X/

[3Z#2] 098-970-5555 (HEFET)

[R#E] 625-2544 [3Z#4] 098-970-5555
[N4%] 636-2022

Nt (£KHE)
098-969-4509 FH—

) G
IA—F=—(53FW)  [354%] 098-970-5555

098-954-9561 [R#F] 637-1728

T+R2—
(At BT -1th)
098-970-7766

OOOOOOOOOOOOO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

KEG

T901-2300

ARG

UL i Si=Ead e i)

BLDG.1, COMMSTRAT (UNIT 35001)
KEGEH RER

TEEEES: (098) 970-1220
77w X: (098) 970-3803
X—)b: okinawa.mcbb.fct@usmc.mil

[RETZEmIE, R - Fin - EFEZREDOT. %
COFEDEHRDODTER.CRE . CEREH
FELTCHEVE T, KA I EFEE S ZHER
DET7II) A=W EKIEHEICTE
DA EGEHIRERET THEILIZEL,

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO

iR\ MERIX

https://www.japan.marines.mil/Event/

OOOOOOOOOOOOO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

Big Circle was called “Okina Wa” from the first
issue in July 2002 to the 15th issue in Spring
2006. We put “O-kina-wa” in the way close to
Japanese pronunciation.
KEGHIF2002E7BAITISH 52006 FEEDEHE155F
T lOkina Wal EREEENTWE LD, FEIFAARGE
DHEBZISEVAZT [0-kina-wal &24 MUTRY T &IT
L&l
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Fourth Issue publishedin 1998

FOLEST is a bilingual newsletter that Hiroko Tomimura, Camps Foster and Lester community
relations specialist, has published since 1998. FOLEST is an acronym that combines portions
of both the Foster and Lester names. It is distributed to local government offices and
several restaurants around Camps Foster and Lester. Big Circle is republishing archived
FOLEST to share the information of differences in people’s lifestyles on and off base.

a Time flies, it's alr'eady June! Theword" June" reminds most Japanese of the rainy season and
the bridal season. But for American schools, June is the last month of the school year. It is almost same as
March in Japan which is very busy month of the year. Also, this is PCS season for many U.S. military
personnel. PCS stands fer Permanent Change of Station. This year summer vacation of DODDS schools on
the island is from 13 Jun to 30 Aug.

a There are four schools on Camp Foster & Lester. There are two Elementary Schools, a Middle school, and a
High School (See below). Just like all Japanese schools have their own logo, American schools have their
own mascots, For example, Zukeran Elementary's is a bird with big yellow beak. Killin Elementary's is a
Gekko, Lester Middle's is a cat, and Kubasaki High's is a dragon. Also, there are on average two Japanese
teachers at each school. They teach Japanese language and culture.

To Kadena
A [ chatan T = +To Okinawa City

Town

. Lostor Middlaj:-
[N Schaol’

Camp Lester

Kubasaki High -
Sghool®

=] &-120
mnoada—ou

Camp Foster

Hwy 58 -
-Schoel

To Legion gate e

l |

v To Futenma

a Uniform in an American schooll? It's frue. Lmsis
implementing a Uniform policy for the next school year. Students must
wear Khaki or navy-blue trousers shorts, or skirts, with light blue or
white collared polo-style shirts. However, there is a choice which is
called "Opt-out", which means not to participate in the program by
writing a formal letter to the school. Sounds like Country of Freedom,
doesn't it? (It is totally opposite trend from Japanese school. A high
school in Naha just started to let students choose what to wear this
year!) According to LMS Principal Diane Bell, this is to help students
focus on education. Most parents agreed with the idea because the
uniform set costs less than $20 which saves them a huge burden. Also,
the school even has extra shirts for students who are in improperly
attired such as ones showing their belly. But still, it's fine to wear
pierced earrings, and make-up plus there are no special shoes, or
hair-style,

Note (Update): The uniform policy no longer applies as it was an
"Opt-out" policy. According to a school source, it was a short lived

Would it be like
this...?

policy only in the school year 1998-1999. (Big Circle)

Any questions on FOLEST, contact Ms. Tomimura: 098-970-7766 (direct line)

The name was changed from FOSTER LESTER NEWS to FOLEST on its 20th issue.
(There may be corrections made for the change in contents due to its publication date.)

4 — Spring 2021
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Marines give messages of hope to
children in hospital

A typical day at the Okinawa
Prefecture Nanbu Child Medical Center
in Haebaru will have an abundant
amount of people entering the facility,
but recently much of the daily foot
traffic has been halted at the doors.
This is not due to newly implemented
precautionary measures the center has
put in place, it is because three large
colorful boards filled with numerous
messages of encouragement and
wishes for speedy recoveries have
been put on display at the center.

Hiroko Tomimura, the community
relations specialist for Camps Foster
and Lester, delivered messages from
over 50 Marines to cheer the children
up at the medical center during the
pandemic Jan. 28.

Due to COVID prevention measures,
Tomimura was not able to enter the
medical center. Instead she was met
outside by the vice director, a child-life
specialist, a child-support volunteer,
along with others who would help
display the messages for the children.

"These message boards will surely
make the children happy," Natsumi
Sakugawa, a child-life specialist who
psychologically and socially supports
hospitalized children to help reduce
stress, said with a big smile.

Sending the children messages did not
just happen out of the blue. According
to Tomimura, the Marine Corps and
the child medical center have had a
relationship since summer 2014.

Although they had no interactions
last year due to the current pandemic,
Marines had visited the children once
every month since November 2015.
They would stay for an hour playing
games, reading books, and teaching
the children English.

"The children were so excited. It
was especially helpful when Marines
supported us making muuchi (an
Okinawan traditional steamed rice
cake wrapped with shell ginger leaves)
two years ago," said Sakugawa.

6 — Spring 2021
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(Above) Hospital staff and Hiroko
Tomimura, community relations
specialist for Camps Foster and
Lester, smile with the message
boards.
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Tomimura recalled this rare but good
experience Marines had. "It was just
kneading the mixed ingredients for
muuchi, but Marines had so much fun
with children."

Since such interactions were put
off for a year because of COVID-19,
Tomimura sought a way to encourage
and brighten up the children in the
hospital. She asked the medical center
and they requested a message board
with pictures of the Marines to go with
their messages.

Wasting no time, Tomimura
took action and sent out emails to
Headquarters and Support Battalion,
Marine Corps Installations Pacific-
Marine Corps Base Camp Butler. She
also asked Marine crossing guard
volunteers at a neighboring elementary
school to write messages for the
children.

"It was difficult to get pictures from
everyone, but they were all sincere
and wrote heartwarming messages,"
said Tomimura. "l really hope those
messages reach the children and cheer
them up."

(Left) Staff Sergeant Erick A.
, Mora's message.

TYyT-A-EZ _EFED
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Staff Sergeant Erick A. Mora,
inventory management chief of
Headquarters Company, Combat
Logistics Regiment 3, 3rd Marine
Logistics Group, was one of the
elementary school crossing guard
volunteers and said, "l never wrote
cheering messages to children in
a hospital but | wanted to write
something that would hopefully make
them feel good. | have children so |
thought about them when writing this.
| thought 'what would | say to my child
to raise their hopes? What can | say to
get them to forget about what is going
on?"”

According to Sakugawa, each message
board was originally to be displayed
in the play area in three locations
that children stay. However, since the
message boards were so encouraging,
the hospital decided to display them at
the front entrance before they move
them to children's wards.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama



with series of events before Earth day

Two months prior to
Earth day, April 22, the
Environmental Affairs
Branch, G-F Facilities of
Marine Corps Installations
Pacific-Marine Corps Base
Camp Butler, teamed
up with Kubasaki High
School to educate the
future generation of Earth
residents.

The Environmental Affairs
Branch wasted no time
when Jillian Eastman,

a Kubasaki High School
teacher, reached out for
assistance with the club
activities.

“Earning and keeping the
trust of base residents is
an important objective
for me as director of the
Environmental Affairs
Branch for the Marine
Corps installations here
on Okinawa, and outreach
efforts are a big part of
that,” stated David Roen.

He tasked Karen Balabis,
the regional environmental
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training coordinator, with
connecting with Eastman
and the Environmental
Club. Since that initial
meeting with Eastman, the
following events have been
coordinated:

Feb. 8

Paul French, an
archeologist and Masayuki
Yonaha, the Environmental
Affairs Branch archeologist,
gave a tour of some recent
excavation sites in the
Kishaba Housing Area,
just outside the school
grounds. The students were
fascinated by the burial
sites that were uncovered,
and how these sites are
protected and preserved.

They seemed especially
interested in a photo that
French showed them of
local villagers that had come
together in 1921 to build a
bridge in the exact location
where they were standing.
Although the stone bridge
is long gone, the students
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Earth loving Dragons deepen knowledge

could imagine what it must
have been like for the entire
village to come together

to work on a project that
would benefit all.

Feb. 22

Shawn Miller, a nature
photographer, presented
his efforts to bring global
attention to hermit crabs
that are forced to use plastic
beach trash as protection
because of the scarcity
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Masayuki Yonaha (farthest

end on the right) explains
Okinawa burial practices
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of shells. His important
research and stunning
photos were featured
in National Geographic
Magazine.

corresponding article on Page 10.
Story and Photo by Karen Balabis
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Shawn Miller talks to students in Kubasaki High School’s environmental club. A student reads the name of the new species Shawn Miller found and
OY N BRI 5T DRI Y 35— K, had named after himself.

Photo by Cpl. Terry Wong / B&  FU—-T>fAEk ¥a—Y 2T -ROBMICEBATIEDR.

example, if one person takes a shell,
there are millions of people coming
to Okinawa, means millions of people
taking shells, hermit crabs cannot
compete with it,” Miller said.

When students asked him what they
can do, Miller told them to go out
more to beaches and even forests, to
see, to know what is around them.
The more they go out and see things
around them, the more they know,
understand and want to do something

about it. ) (Above) Shawn Miller passes
At the end of his speech, Karen around a compressed
Balabis, an environmental training Styrofoam cup in the deep sea

for showcase.

B CEESNSRECE Shawn Miller shows students trash which once were
WEheRaRFO—)boay the homes of hermit crabs.

7, (b) Y RAVDD D THES>TWWOdZIDH A,

coordinator of the Environmental
office branch, G-F facilities, Marine
Corps Installations Pacific-Marine
Corps Base Butler, who initiated this
event, confessed that as a young girl,
she once had collected a beautiful shell

. . EFEIEEOAN BRHEEK VWEZZDT FORES 4
from a beach. She gave it to Miller B "Ry FELIF "BEXBELELED Ij&}\tiqﬂ%‘ 8
ing " is wi WZEB2FYEYL "YHFEER " EEEFEDLHIE T D
saving "l hope ths Wil be a home for 2 S BN BT CE DS s EARED AN R,
ermit crab someday. FELVEUFEFCEBEREIC LA "552 80 5 4
Motivated by Miller’s speech, Charity 'C—‘: 7(L_/ 75; g')) DA L_g 'c—‘: woE i% {% L:Z DE LU E % ;CE ?§ 33\ é { 5
; ; s . = Blc lc T Z I ol =
Abanes, Kubasaki EnV|ro.nmentaICIub =R %&“7%7, ~ 3 Ejﬂl%i " BERBENKETD jli
co-leader, stated, “learning about 7(L_, & 71’5: E,j].i AN ? A ; % B Z % % 9*% llc ;(E W L&\ ? )_\ 2
; ; i z L SIS WA IND ° =D
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A hermit crab resorts to a plastic bottle cap to protect its soft
abdomen due to the shortage of the shells. This picture appeared
on the issue “Planet or Plastic?” in National Geographic magazine.

HRAREDH. POSHWVESRETFBcOHICNY MRMNVDF vy T
(C3BB VA, CDOBEE. F3FIVvIA TS T 1y 55D Planet or
Plastic? | ICIBE ENcEDTT,

PHOTO COURTESY BY SHAWN MILLER / BE2fft: > 3—> 35—

Environmental enthusiast motivates
Kubasaki “earth-loving” Dragons

Kubasaki High School’s environmental
club on Camp Foster invited
photographer, naturalist and
environmentalist, Shawn Miller, to talk
about his efforts in bringing people's
attention to the creatures in Okinawa,
especially his trash project with hermit
crabs Feb. 22.

“We were all very excited to meet
and listen to his speech. | hope the
students realize that anyone can
take part in environmental action
in different capacities,” said lJillian
K. Eastman, a Kubasaki High School
teacher in charge of the club.

“Crabs With Beach Trash Homes" is
the project Miller works on. He started
the project in 2014 but it became
viral after an article about hermit
crabs adapting trash on Okinawa
beaches with Miller’s picture of such
a crab appeared in PetaPixel, one of
the popular photography magazine
websites, in 2016.

"I'had already been taking pictures of
endangered animals in Okinawa, but
one day in 2010 while | was exploring
endangered species, | saw a hermit
crab with a waste cap about three
kilometers away from the ocean,"

10 — Spring 2021

said Miller to 18 club members who
listened to his speech.

Miller took a photo of it, researched
it, contacted National Geographic, and
then posted it on the photo sharing
site. He heard nothing from them, but
continued his photography adventure.

Four years later when he started
focusing on documenting animals on
the coastline, he found a number of
hermit crabs adapting waste as homes
and took pictures of them in a natural
setting on beaches; piles of trash.

"I was depressed. It was an
overwhelming amount of trash and
there was little | could do," Miller
expressed his frustration.

He told students that he realized that
he needed to change the perspective
if he wanted to change the values of
people. He started taking photos of
trash adapted crabs with the beautiful
Okinawan scenery, hoping it would
catch people's attention.

His hard work and dedication paid
off in 2018. After the appearance of
his picture of a hermit crab resorting
to a plastic bottle cap to protect its
soft abdomen on the issue “Planet
or Plastic?” in National Geographic

magazine, he expanded his project
and started to trade out the shells on
hermit crabs. He places natural shells
in a bucket with a crab with waste.

According to Miller, hermit crabs
usually swap the trash shell with the
natural one in 10 minutes. He also
started labeling the shells with his
name and a number in November 2020
in hopes that people who pick up such
shells would wonder and look them up
on the internet or social media.

He showed students his collection of
trash which once were the homes of
hermit crabs. He also showed a small
Styrofoam cup compressed by the
deep sea saying that he can find “a
lot of strange trash washed up on the
beach.”

“The Hermit crab problem is all over
the world. It’s happening all over the
world,” Miller emphasized and replied
to a student who asked if the problem
was just in Okinawa or in other regions
as well.

He then gave a story about his friend
in Taiwan who used to keep asking
Miller to give him shells because they
had a similar project with hermit crabs
in Taiwan. Miller admitted that he
did not take it seriously at that time
because he thought crabs can find
themselves shells.

“But | realize with all the people and
all the tourists collecting shells, for



Nations work together to cleanup, rebuild lives during Operation Tomodachi
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April 8, 2011, issue of Okinawa Marine featuring Operation Tomodachi. The newspaper used to be published
by the Consolidated Public Affairs Office of Marine Corps Base Camp Smedley D. Butler.
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A memorial displayed on Oshima Island, Kesennuma, Japan, March 11, 2021, and
was placed by islanders honoring Operation Tomodachi on March 7, 2021.
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22 . On March 11, all U.S. Marine Corps installations in Okinawa flew flags at half-mast to express condolences

for the victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake, 130 ft tsunami and nuclear disaster that claimed nearly
e Y —F2—R9.0 20,000 Japanese lives, and had a moment of silence at 2:46 p.m. the time the earthquake occurred and
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Japan, US unite in relief operaticn
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Spring issue of Big Circle in 2011 featuring Operation Tomodachi.
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U.S. Marine Corps Brig. Gen. William Bowers, Marine Corps
Installations Pacific commanding general, meets with Shigeru

Sugawara, the mayor of Kesennuma, at Kesennuma, Japan.
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(Right) Brig. Gen. William Bowers
participates in the 10 year anniversary
ceremony of the disaster at
Kesennuma, Japan.
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Brig. Gen. William Bowers bows at the
dedication flower bed.
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Operation Tomodachi, a humaz
and disaster relief launched b
forces following the March 11
9.0 earthquake and tsunami s
coast of Japan, would become
U.S. bilateral operation, involv
service members that assisted
the affected areas of Japan in
Ground Self-Defense Force.
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Navy Lt. Youree H. Posey lll, the chaplain of Headquarters Battalion,
=

3rd Marine Division, talks with the director of the shelter.
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Bottled water, hygiene items, hope: Chaplain delivers
Marines' sincerity to mother, child facility

Asilver car loaded with bottled water
and hygiene supplies winded its way
down a narrow, maze-like road in
Okinawa city Feb. 26. These supplies
were a collection of donations from
Marines to be shared with those in
need in the local community.

Once the car reached its destination,
Navy Lt. Youree H. Posey, chaplain of
Headquarters Battalion, 3rd Marine
Division, started unloading water,
paper towels, detergent and more to
donate to a home for single mothers
and their children.

Rainbow Heights, an Okinawa city
mother and child-life support facility,
and also an emergency shelter for
mothers and their children, was
Posey's destination and in need of
household supplies, especially water
and hygiene products.

“A lot of our children are here due
to emergencies. The mothers reached
here without bringing many items from
their home," explained the director of
the shelter. "They really need water
and basic hygiene products."

Ichiro Umehara, the community
relations specialist for Camps Courtney
and McTureous who has been involved
in good will activities with Rainbow

Height almost 20 years, was surprised
at the amount of items Posey brought
even though Umehara informed Posey
the shelter's needed items just a little
over a week ago.

The shelter can house up to 10
families. Six families with 13 children
including two infants are the current
residents.

“The donations really help us. As
there are limited public funds available
to support the families except the
seasonal occasions and Mr. Umehara
asked us what we really need for those
families,” said a mother and child
support staff, “we are really grateful.”

According to the staff, water and
hygiene products are used in every
family, but mothers with infants
especially appreciate the water
because they use it to make milk.
Facility distributes the supplies on
certain days, so families do not need
to stick them up in their limited space.
She explained in detail that the food
donations or juice are also appreciated
but small children tend to refuse
unfamiliar food.

"For this donation, the support came
from a group of Marines, sailors, and
spouses," said Posey. "We all have

been impacted by this pandemic. In
order to find healing at a physical level
and an emotional or spiritual level, we
must strive to do our part in lending a
helping hand to those in need."

After placing all the donation items,
Posey explained items one by one
since they were all written in English.
The director expressed his gratitude
saying that the mothers and children
sure would appreciate.

According to Posey, this was not
his first time providing assistance to
Rainbow Heights. He visited them last
spring with a few other donations. He
sat down and talked with the staff and
learned about the tremendous work
they are doing for the community and
those in need.

"I want those mothers and children
to know they are cared for and loved
regardless of their current situation in
life," expressed Posey. "Through the
hardships they face, | desire for them
to find that they are not alone in their
struggles and others are standing by
to offer help as they journey towards
hope."

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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Navy Lt. Youree H. Posey lll, the

chaplain of Headquarters Battalion, 3rd
Marine Division, explains items one by
one.
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P Continued from Page 18

when he held the residential district flag and
performed Kobudo Eku, he felt strongly that he
became more like a "jimoto" (local resident).

"We are outsiders but we are close. We are
members of the Henoko community," smiled
Perry.

From when he first came to Okinawa as a young
Karate enthusiast to the present as a Karate
practitioner with the responsibility of holding the
residential flag, a mere tourist now became an
important part of the community.

His beliefs

Perry, seventh dan (degree) red-and-white belt,
respects the idea of being considerate of others
before yourself and dedicating yourself to the
mastery of one thing over a lifetime. He believes
in the concepts of everyday training, work and
consistency.

"They are Japanese and Okinawan ideals that
| learned from my young age that helped me
throughout my life," said Perry.

Okinawan dialect, "Makutu soke nankuru naisa -
if you keep making efforts and do the right thing,
it will all work out well" is what Perry believes. He
sees "chimu gukuru (true heart)" in everyday life
in Okinawa.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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Col. Perry talks to
Kenei Tanahara
(left), Kushi district
mayor, and Tsuneo
Shimabukuro
about the pictures
in the display.
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Col. Perry enjoys conversation with Futoshi
Kohagura (left), Henoko district mayor, and
Naomi Miyagi, Toyohira district mayor (not
shown), in fluent Japanese.
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Col. Perry performs
Kobudo Eku (boat
oar) kata in Mura
Odori.
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local child at the 38th Camp Schwab/
USO Christmas Children’s Day in Camp

Schwab USO Dec. 7, 2019.
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P Continued from Page 20
Improving Japanese as a Marine

Once in the Marine Corps, he had many opportunities
to come to Japan. The first chance came in 2000 while in
Yokohama where he studied advanced Japanese at the
Foreign Service Institute in Japan for a year. In 2004 to 2007,
Perry served as the country director for Japan in the Office
of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy.

From 2007 to 2015, Perry came to Okinawa several times
as part of the unit deployment program. In 2015 he was
selected to study at the Japan National Institute for Defense
Studies. According to Perry, out of 50 people, only six were
non-Japanese and the classes were conducted in Japanese.

Meeting a lifelong rumored Karate master in Okinawa

At one point as a captain stationed at Camp Hansen,
Perry visited a Karate teacher who he heard of his entire
life from his father's friend, a former Marine. Although
Perry had not contacted him ahead of time, the karate
teacher, Eizo Shimabukuro of Shobayashi Ryu, welcomed
the Marine karate enthusiast into his house. They talked for
two hours and the Marine asked to train with the teacher.
Shimabukuro said no but told him to visit again.

Perry visited again, talked another two hours, but did
not ask to be the instructor’s disciple. On his third visit,
Shimabukuro invited him to the dojo. Perry recalled his eyes
shining like those of a young boy and said that the dojo was
beautiful and was the typical Okinawan dojo with all the
equipment and pictures of great predecessors.

"I had a great privilege of training under Shimabuku(ro)
Eizo sensei for a year," said Perry.

Becoming an important part of the community

During his time as camp commander of Camp Schwab,
Perry enjoyed the interactions with the local residents.
Since Camp Schwab is recognized as the 11th residential
section of Henoko, Nago, he was the section leader. Perry
performed Kobudo Eku (oar) kata as a special demonstrator
of the Henoko Youth Association at Mura Odori (village
dance), the event residents hold every three years around
Obon of the lunar calendar. He also participated in the Harii
(dragon boat race), Kaku Riki (Okinawan sumo).

“Col. Perry is the only foreigner ever to be invited to
perform at an event where traditional performing arts are
handed on to the next generation," said Fumio lha, the

community relations specialist of Camp Schwab. ' A T
According to lha, Mura Odori is an important event in Col. Jason Perry, then the commanding officer of 4th Marine .
Henoko in which residents show their gratitude to the Regiment, speaks to the Marines of 3rd Battalion, 6th Marine : _
. . R X Regiment, assigned to 4th Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division "h
good harvest by performing the traditional Kumi-odori and under the Unit Deployment Program, during Exercise Fuji Viper,
Kyougen dances to pass down traditions to the younger at Combined Arms Training Center Camp Fuji, June 12, 2019.
generations. Before the dances, a boujyutu (stick fighting) 201956128, Fv> S ETHBERFTIK > 2 —CiThNITE
demonstration is held by the youth association. BT -J74N\—C. BHFEFREBE /O > LICEDW BB
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"It was very special to me to participate in the Mura BIDF4B LSRRI ER S NI BOBTERBIARDBIBE I
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Photo by Lance Cpl. Joshua Sechser
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Odori," recalled Perry, who still feels like an outsider among
Japanese, even though he speaks fluent Japanese. However,

Continued on Page 16 p
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Translation:

Karate is not for an attack

(If you hit no one, no one hits you,
ma s E E : and there is no battle.) ;
Thank you for protecting us.
MRSER—R o
All the Henoko district residents

4

-

Col. Perry performs Kobudo
Eku (boat oar) kata in Mura
Odori. The residents of
Henoko district presented
this picture in the frame to
Col. Perry to express their
gratitude.
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Guided by fate: Marine Karate

practitioner respects Okinawa,
the root of Karate

At a Christmas party held at Camp
Schwab in 2019, a tall blue-eye
gentleman greeted the guests from
the neighboring communities in fluent
Japanese. His Japanese was so good
that he needed no translator and
his demeanor was reminiscent of a
Japanese native.

This gentleman was Col. Jason S. D.
Perry, the current assistant division
commander of 3rd Marine Division
at Camp Courtney. He most recently
came to Okinawa in 2018 as the
commanding officer of 4th Marine
Regiment at Camp Schwab.

He joined the Marine Corps in 1994
after graduating from Brigham Young
University with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Japanese. His father is also a
retired Marine who was in Okinawa in
the 1960s during the Vietham War.

Fate fell upon him

Even though from a Marine family,
Perry's first time in Japan had nothing
to do with the Marine Corps. He has a
unique history with Japan.

In 1989, he took a two-year break
from his university and came to Japan
as a missionary. During this time,
he visited Gifu, Toyama and Aichi
Prefectures, learning Japanese as he
travelled.

However, his Japanese was not just
learned along the way. Perry's interest
in learning Japanese rose a few years
prior. With his father being a senior
instructor of Karate in the U.S., Perry,
a high school student then, attended a
Karate camp in Virginia 1987 when he
shared a room with another teen, the
son of Sokuichi Gibu, a high ranking
Karate teacher from Okinawa.

The two high school boys tried to
communicate, but with not knowing
much of each other's languages, they

20 — Spring 2021

Col. Jason Perry, then the commanding officer of 4th Marine Regiment, speaks to the Marines
during Exercise Fuji Viper, at Combined Arms Training Center Camp Fuji, June 12, 2019.
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were unable to say anything. "If | want
to take this seriously, | need to learn
Japanese." Perry said it was then he
realized the importance of learning
Japanese.

This event in his early life would lead
to an amazing encounter nearly 30
years later. When the 6th Worldwide
Uchinanchu (native to Okinawa)
Festival tried to set the Guinness World
Record for Most People Performing
a Kata on Kokusai Street, Naha, Oct.
23, 2016, he saw a familiar face
performing kata across from him. Being
unsure, Perry talked to this person
and confirmed that it was Gibu, his
roommate from the Karate camp in
1987. Of the over 4,000 participants,
it was fate that Gibu was performing
so close to him that he could see
and recognize him some 30 years
afterwards.

Stunning encounter in Okinawa, the
root of Karate

Perry's first time in Okinawa was

actually in 1995 after graduating
from BYU. He went to a joint Karate

training at the Aja headquarters dojo
of Shorin Ryu Shorinkan Kyokai, in
Naha. It was run by Shugoro Nakazato,
who was designated as the holder of
the Okinawa Prefectures Intangible
Cultural Property. Young Perry was a
translator and trainee at the event.

The impact of being in the birthplace
of Karate was a turning point to this
young Karate enthusiast. He saw the
world of Karate for the first time even
though he had been learning Karate
since he was three years old.

"To see, not just Karate, but Sanshin,
Eisa (drum dance), and Ryukyu Buyo
(Okinawan dance), all those things are
part of Okinawan culture. In America,
Karate is something you do, but not
part of the culture," Perry said.

"To understand why Karate is the
way it is, you understand the history,
geography, culture and the lifestyle
(of Okinawa). The number of different
factors developed Karate," continued
Perry. "The aspect of the martial arts
was interesting to me."

Continued on Page 18 P
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NorTe: Big Circle starts the first page from the back of
the magazine based on the Japanese style. This is the last
page of the magazine. The content is displayed in the
opposite direction accordingly.
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New Year Cleanup
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Members of the U.S. military community pose for a group photo after an American Village cleanup in
Mihama, Okinawa, Japan Jan. 16, 2021.
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