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Lejeune Happenings

Cpl Christopher Wyatt, an 0341 instructor with the B

of a support attachment to CSSD-25 in the recent MAGTF-1
the instructors used the exercise as an opportunity to teach

4 afttle Skills Training School, translates information he just received from a forward
observer. The Hickory, N.C., native, plotted this data and relayed the coordinates to the gun line. Wyatt and other mortar instructors were part
0 ‘Rolling Thunder' exercise at Fort Bragg. Besides firing the missions assigned
their trade in the field to the CSSD Marines. See 4B for more CSSD coverage
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With the sounds of Amphibious Assault
Vehicles rolling off into the waters off the
Argentinean coastline, Marine Forces Unitas, IT
Marine Expeditionary Force, completed the
amphibious portion of the Unitas 41-00 Atlantic
Phase. In direct accordance with its mission state-
ment, MarFor participated in a troop exchange and
live-fire training with its host-nation counterparts
near the naval base at Puerto Belgrano in

Sailors of MarFor Unitas ran attacks side-by-side
with the Argentinean military, and expended near-
ly 40,000 rounds of ammunition of all types, from
ball to rockets.

“Our 2d Platoon Marines switched with an
Argentinean platoon,” said 1stLt Sean P. Bradley,
who is the platoon’s commander, and from
Williamstown, Mass. “Our Marines learned about
their SOPs (Standard Operating Procedures) and
their way of working out problems.” Bradley also
said that the Argentinean Marines were impressed
with the USIVIC weapons systems and SOPs. “We

put all of the 8lmm and 60mm mortars together
and allowed them the opportunity to learn how we
do things.”
As with MarFor's previous operatio
South American militaries, there were a
to work out in the planning and in the fi
was different working with them, because
little differences each [unit] had, but
came together to get the mission accomy
said LCpl Anthony J. Gonzalez
leader for 1st Platoon and Los Angele

Inslow County Parks and Recreation.

Argentina.
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VIEQUES, Puerto Rico — Marines
and Sailors of the 22d Marine
Expeditionary Unit (MEU) confidently
thundered toward the tropical beach in
helicopters and Amphibious Assault
Vehicles (AAV) recently during
Supporting Arms Coordination Exer-
cise (SACEX).

Their confidence was borne of
familiarity, practice, skill and history
from more than 200 years of amphibi-
ous combined arms warfare for the sea
service.

The landing warriors carefully skirt-
ed the beaches marked with endangered
turtle nests and other protected species,
an artificiality of training responsibly
today. But they were not deterred from
making SACEX a valuable training
evolution. Such preparation is vital to

Loan Scam

Due to recent problems, all
Marines are warned not to share their
personal identification numbers
(PINs) for the E/MSS with any com-
pany to start an allotment.

Recent reports have cited incidents
in which Marines have given their
PIN to loan companies, and subse-
quently are paying more than they
agreed to. Marines are also urged
not to give copies of ID cards for
the same reason.

were pretty impressive with our indirect fire. We

preserving lives if the unit is ever called
upon to conduct a real-world landing.

Capt Mike Hubbard, Bravo
Company Commander, 1st Battalion,
8th Marines told the San Juan Star,
“The training that Vieques provided,
that could not be held elsewhere, was
the coordination between the landing
troops and the ships off shore.”

The Marines were supported by
everything from hand-carried 60-mm
mortars and Marine artillery to AH-1W
Cobras from HMM-162. Additionally
they had support from Marine Fighter
Attack Squadron (VMFA) 115°s F/A-
18D. Supporting arms coordination,
however, wouldn’t be the full package
without the Naval firepower and air sup-
port brought to the fight by the eight-ship
strong Harry S. Truman Battle Group.

“They provided deep and close air
support and naval surface gunfire,” said
LtCol David Hall, 22d MEU

Water Survey

National news sources recently
released news stories about contami-
nated water at Camp Lejeune.

Anyone who had children con-
ceived or born while they lived in
Camp Lejeune base housing from
1968 to 1985 should call 800-639-
4270 to participate in the health sur-
vey conducted by the ATSDR. For
more information, call the ATSDR at
888-422-8737. Also, see www.lge-

une.usme.mil, or call 877-261-9782
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Personal commercial solicitation
aboard all portions of MCB Camp
Lejeune, is prohibited. Salesmen and

deceptive agents may
and unfair conduct
business business
practices menie aboard
ocecurring Camp Le-
on base MAJGEN RONALD G.  jeune, but
'lhal.r ﬂa\. RICHARD onl'y if they
adversely have a cur-
affected rent letter of

our Marines’ welfare. For example, the
Consolidated Legal Assistance Office
has received over 40 complaints
against one insurance company that has
actively solicited clients on base, in
violation of base orders. In this case,
Marines were invited to attend a
*“financial planning seminar.” After the
presentation, the Marines were encour-
aged to start monthly allotments to pur-
chase what they believed were mutual
funds and savings plans. In reality,
they were sold extremely expensive
term-life insurance policies, offering
no return on their “investments.”
Selling expensive, and in‘many cases
needless life insurance (SGLI offers up
to $200,000 in inexpensive, govern-
ment-subsidized life insurance) is not
illegal. Soliciting business on base, or
using deceptive and unfair means to
sell insurance, is. In the above case,
some of the illegal solicitations were
condoned, and/or arranged by
units/leaders on base.

There are numerous means by
which businesses from used car dealer-
ships to fast food vendors illegally
solicit on base. Personal solicitation by
any means, €.g., door-to-door or per-
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authorization from the commanding
general or his designee. Salesmen with
such letters of authorization may con-
duct business on base, but only at the
invitation of a service member or
dependent and only with that service-
member or dependent. Concerning the
location of such sales and transactions,
they may occur only in family housing,
Bachelor Officer Quarters, Staff Non-
Commissioned Officer Quarters, and
such other places as the respective area
commanders shall specifically desig-
nate in writing for such purpose. Such
business sales and transactions shall be
prohibited in the barracks of enlisted
persons in grades E-5 and below.
Further, in no case shall an insurance,
investment, mutual fund, or securities
salesman solicit or transact business
with students under instruction aboard
Camp Lejeune, even if a prior appoint-
ment has been made. Commanders
may impose additional conditions in
their designated areas.

The illegal distribution of false
and/or misleading advertising is preva-
lent in our barracks. In one scheme,

always

Have you ever noticed that when we Devil Dogs run our
pie-holes, only other Leathernecks are good to go? Even
Sailors and family members have difficulty getting locked
on. And this phenomenon isn’t scuttlebutt.

It’s even worse when we hard-chargers PCS, ASAP, with
our OQRs or SRBs in our ditty
bags to our new duty stations.
Doing an overseas pump means
even more new ferms, and the
acronyms can send us ditty-bop-
ping for an SIQ chit...putting us on
the binnacle list. Seems like I'm

breaking

Guidebook to come up on the net. But that’s not the whole
nine yards. Lifers have a few problems getting on line. But
imagine what a boot goes through.

It’s often years before a fresh Marine comes up to speed
Send a new Jarhead to a field day and he or she may show

In search of the real d(*

ing a field day with a field meet, which is r
fields come together. It’s not so cut and dry. W
boot that our command is the long pole of the
of the spear, it’s likely that images of elony
objects will flash in the little brain housing g
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sounding like you have is a bit easier.

Obviously a newbie reeking of cash sales would be confus-

Language unique to Marines, Sail

Not everyone can make it through boot camp
and the military life that follows. Fortunately,
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‘... for the strength of the Pack is the
Wolf, and the strength of the Wolf is
the Pack.”

Rudyard Kipling, as cited in the
32nd Commandant’s Guidance

Marines, Sailors, soldiers and airmen and
alike have one thing in common: a nearly inde-
cipherable language. The cornerstones of this
sly speak are abbreviations and acronyms, and
the military capitalizes their use at every turn.

I’m not sure who came up with the idea of
using them, but accord-
ing to some informal

sonal PME at the cyclic rate. There must be ¢
won’t destroy our heritage.

We need a schoolbook answer. Maybe w
schoolbook. It would contain only those six
used to use for our fitness reports but
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Sometimes acronyms are so popular they
become mainstream diction, like the word Laser
(Light amplification by simulated emission of
radiation).

It also works to take the part of the word that
sounds the best. The Nayy offers a fine example
of this with the word PHIBRON, which stands
for Amphibious Squadron. The “phib” was
taken from the first word and added to the “ron”
from squadron. This
technique is also seen

research, thousands of in CONUS, or
hours have been saved ﬁ/i/ja{'ﬁ///—s Continental  United
by not having to say States.

words in their useless CPL DEREK A. In many acronyms,
entirety. These hours SHOEMAKE shorter words like

were promptly put into

“the” and “of” are not

developing more
acronyms to save even more time to come up
with more acronyms.

Who doesn’t need more time? Just as the
civilian world has used the military to learn
about leadership style and cool camping gear, [
offer the world our language. I call it Militarese.
But first you have to understand it.

Sometimes acronyms are invented because a
word is just too cool not to stand for something,
like the HALO (High Altitude, Low Opening)
jump, a means of parachuting in from high dis-

tances, SCUBA (Self-Contained Underwater
Breathing Apparatus) or TRAP (Tactical
Recovery of Aircraft and Personnel).

Birthday

The Marine Corps Ball, that annual celebra-
tion of the November 10, 1775 birth of the
Corps, magically transformed workday war-
riors in camouflage into splendid medaled
knights in dashing dress uniforms.

Marine wives and girlfriends decked them-
selves out in gorgeous gowns and glittering
accessories that will set budgets back for
months.

For the first time in 11 years my husband
Dave and I didn’t go. Now I know how
Cinderella fdt When Dave retired from the
Corps Oct. 1, he was automatically reduced to
the rank of ‘Dodderer, emphasized by the fact
that he’d have to wear an ordinary tuxedo to
formal events. No knight, no princess.

So far this year, I've had to content myself
with memories of birthday balls past. A few
stand out clearly.

The first ball I ever attended was the 1980
Norfolk, Va., gala. I had never seen so many
handsome men gathered in the same place at
one time in my life. A dark stiff collar under a
clean shaven face and a short haircut does
wonders for a man.

All of a sudden, he appears to have a cleft
chin, chiseled cheekbones and magnetic eyes. |
flirted with every Marine in mess dress or dress
blues in sight. So many men. so little time!

often given a designa-
tor. Such is the case with MOB, or Mission
Order of Battle. However, it is imperative your
new word sound catchy, making it sometimes
necessary to include the insignificant articles.
This is used in POTUS, or President of the
United States.

Numbers work too, as the Marine Corps
shows us in their Rapid Response Planning
Process, or R2P2. Two Rs and two Ps, get it?

Pronunciation is also important if your new
language is to capture a following. The words
should roll off the tongue. Take a MEU, or
Marine Expeditionary Unit, for example. The
brevity is pronounced “Meyou,” not with each

Ball a vanity f4

In 1983, Newport, R.I., was the setting for
the ball. In the land of Jackie Kennedy and the
von Bulows, I pulled out all the stops on my
pre-ball spending. The “perfect dress” was a
long black number sparsely embellished with
sequins and tastefully split to the knee on the
side. I was a svelte 110 pounds and a ringer for
30-something Barbara Mandrell, or so I
thought.

That was until I made
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to CONUS to see the MEU and |
the R2P2 about a TRAP.”

The U.S. military still has sc
work out of their language. It isn
to find acronyms or abbreviations
same thing. The acronym AO has
an embarrassing moment at meet
mean Area of Operation, Air Off
Off? We also have words that av
efficient as possible, like AmCits.
Citizens. Is anybody really saving
with that one?

Still, speaking Militarese is sii
make any life easier, as it has don
and women of the Armed Forces
who serve our military can benef
the language at home. A question |
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“remote control” to REMCON.
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Correspondent for the 26th MEU.

I might as well have had ona b
all the attention I got.

Suddenly my unassuming Kn
king of all he surveyed. I seethed!
ful young women Marines, civilid
and Marine wives shimmied oV
King David to dance every dancy
polite deference from the troops
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my grand entrance and
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spent ol
marked-

senior colonel’s 20-year- evening)
old Christie Brinkley SHARYN with the
look-alike daughter in the NOBLE of 1986{
same dress. On

The rest of the evening
I had my picture snapped continuously with
that pretty young thing because everyone
thought we were mother and daughter. I sold
my dress before Christmas for less than half
what I paid for it and vowed never to spend
that kind of vanity money again.

I broke my promise in 1986 when my hus-
band was a commanding officer. The first lady
of 1st Marine Corps District in Garden City,
N.Y., would settle for nothing less than a lav-
ishly sequined gold chemise and matching
jacket over a long sleek satin skirt.
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1997, 14 years afier that fate-
morning in Beirut, Rivers
9 something he hadn’t done
4 faber, 1983 — come back to
I*8ne. He made his retum to
15 with his past by attending
theavily-attended ceremony
Memorial, which includes a
il those killed in Beirut and

i eam relieved the nearly-wiped out 24th Marine Amphibious Unit

Grepada,

Following the 1995 bombin in
Oklahoma City, Rivers found hisgpast
Qatchlng up with him quickly. The
images on ftelevision brought back
painful memories he had tried so hard to
forget. They were affecting his job, and
he' would lose his concentration in the
middle of the workday. Rivers sought
he.lp in a counselor to deal with his pain.
His doctor suggested he write a book or
try to talk about the tragedy to let it out
and perhaps find some closure,

Before retuming to Camp Lejeune,
he spoke of his plans to bring his frustra-
tions to the surface.

“I’'m going to face my demons and
try to put the brothers to rest and the ugly
thing that happened,” he said.

Although his visits to the Beirut
Memorial have helped, he has never got-
ten the closure he wants. As the nation
hunts for the terrorists responsible for
the attack on USS Cole, Rivers knows
he’ll never receive any type of compen-
sation from those that scarred him for
life and murdered his friends. But he
would like to try.

“I wish I knew how to do it, but I’d
sue them for 17 years of hell.” he said.

Rivers hasn’t worked on an Oct. 23
since the bombing. Usually he’ll go to
church to say a prayer for his fallen
brothers, or he’ll toast a drink to his pals.

But he’ll never forget, and unlike the
past, these days he no longer tries to.

“I’d just try to put it out of my mind
until next year,” said Rivers of his old
method for dealing with the pain.

Now 37, Rivers doesn’t talk about the
bombing or brag that he is one of the few
survivors. He doesn’t even discuss it
with his wife Sandra.

He can recall the moment vividly —
the orange light, the walls tumbling
down, the smoke, the dust ... the bodies
of his fellow Marines.

The night before the attack, the build-
ing was on high security, forcing all
Marines not on duty to seek shelter in the
basement. Hours earlier, Rivers, who
had only about six months left before
finishing his enlistment, had returned
from a three-week liberty run. The
Marines he had palled around with were
all killed in the coming blast.

] stayed down there and fell asleep
with everyone else. There were proba-
bly about 200 of us down there. It was
all crowded, and then I woke up at about
3:30 a.m. and dragged my butt up to the
second floor. Where I slept I was right
over the lobby area on the front part of
the building,” he said.

That was right above where the ter-
rorist drove the van through the barriers
and detonated his deadly cargo.

Rivers, a squad leader, said he
doesn’t know why he went up to the
second floor where many of the other

Y morning 17 years ago, a terrorist’s bomb killed 241
S. Few survived the blast. This is the story of...
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Just three days after the bombing, Cpl Paul Rivers receives the Purple Heart from Vice President George Bush
Rivers finished his enlistment and was honorably discharged six months later.

Marines had already gone. He says it
was as if he had a sixth sense to return
to the NCO room where seven others
were sleeping. As corporal of the
guard, Rivers was supposed to have
been awakened by his men at 6:15 a.m.
to post for his 6:30 a.m. guard duty.

The wake up call never came.

He awoke five minutes early and saw
that his Marines were still sleeping.

“I saw everyone just laying there, and
I thought I'd just lay there for a moment
and compose myself before I got up,” he
said.

It was the last decision he’d ever
make before his life would be altered
and the Marine Corps would lose more
Marines (220) in any one day since D-
Day on Iwo Jima in 1945.

“It wasn’t but 30 seconds, and I heard
a VAVOOM, VAVOOM, and all hell
broke lose,” he said. “The whole place
lit up like the sun. It felt like something
had hit me in the head. The place had
started shaking, and I rolled into the fetal
position. That’s the way I ended up
staying.”

All seven Marines in the room with
him were killed, including one who was

See RIVERS/4A
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the city of Beirut was a war zone.
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Beirut, Grenada
heroes remembered

Sgt Sharon G. Angell
Marine Combat Correspondent

October 23 marked the 17th
anniversary of the bombing of the
Marine barracks in Beirut, Lebanon,
and the beginning of Urgent Fury in
Grenada.

The bombing took the lives of 241
Marines, Sailors and soldiers and
Urgent Fury claimed the lives of three
pilots from Marine
Corps Air Station,
New River.

A memorial serv-
ice was held for
Marines,  Sailors,
civilians and veter-
ans to gather and
remember  those
who were killed in
Beirut and Grenada
by terrorists and
enemy fire.

Among the many
veterans and former
Marines, one partic-
ular former Marine
was there to tell his

Cpl Skip
Wheeler, who was
with  Golf Co-
mpany, 2d Batta-
lion, 8th Marines, 2d
was on his last float
with the 22d Marine
Amphibious  Unit
which was headed to
relieve the Marines of the 24th MAU
in Beirut. His ship was diverted and
ended up going to Grenada.

Though they had many missions
in Grenada, it only took the Marines
of the 22d MAU 10 days to complete
them, including evacuating American
medical students, according to an
article in ALL HANDS magazine
from May 1984.

Following the missions in
Grenada, the ship moved on to

Beirut, to help clean up in the after-
math of the Beirut barracks bombing.
Wheeler found himself with nine
other Marines at Checkpoint-76—
one of many buildings throughout
Beirut being secured by Marines..

They were assigned to monitor the
activities of the enemy and to returmn
fire if fired upon, he said.

“The first time we were over there
(1982), we were at sling arms,
weapons  not
€ loaded, and we
Mz were not on

2 high alert,”
> Wheeler contin-

Americans,” he said.

The fighting went on steadily
couple of weeks until one night, Dec.
3, the Marines were told by head-
quarters to be ready for a “rough”
night — Checkpoint-76 had been -
receiving heavy fire for most of it.

See BEIRUT/4A




been

" 2rea o asking cus-

nd viarket Fiace tomers that

mar : are shopping
T PHYLLIS the Grab and

: »“”_‘ BLACK Go Section if

there 1S any-

n your house and garage

e great thing about sales is that

when we win, so do our custon

I hope that most of you were able
to take advantage of our late October
truckload sale on Pillsbury Toaster
Scramblers and the Nov. | sidewalk
sale/parking lot event with the Jeff
Gordon show car and pit crew.
Wow, what a day that was!

Our next planned event is Friday,
which happens to be Veterans Day.

We normally would be closed on
this holiday, but we are going to
remain open regular hours and we
have another super sidewalk sale
planned! Be sure and come by to
take advantage of the savings we will
be able to offer to you.

Other news: Our Grab and Go
Section at the front of the store is
steadily picking up business as the

thing else
they would like to have available

The one item that really stands out
for me is silverware! Oops! Forgot
about the spoons and forks for the
salads, cut fruit and yogurt.

We now have silverware available
for you. Anything else we missed?
Please let us know and we’ll hop
right ‘on it.

Our holiday center at the front of
the store is now up and running. We
have the majority of your baking
needs available in one handy location
for your convenience. Remember to
pick up one of our special Holiday
Shopping Lists so you don't forget
that one important item that you
wouldn’t have remembered until you
got home.

All of the holiday gifts and candy
are centrally located on aisle 13 and
the Pepsi and Coke products have

Tuesday 9:00 am
Wednesday, 9-:00 am

and Thursday, Thanksg
7:00 am. o 4:00 p.m

has a brochure with additio
ecipes and tips entitled

Twkey All Year Round'
available 1o
Perdue’s toll-free nu
recipe ideas from Perd
Perdue Pantry at www.P
Also visit the commissary’s web page
at www.commissaries.com and click
on the link tab. This will take you to
another link where you can get thou-
sands of recipes for every occasion.

You can also find out what's on
sale on the commissary web page as
well as Camp Lejeune Commissary’s
home page where I try to list all the
upcoming local commissary events.

Last, but not least by any means,
our grocery manager, Danny Fisher,
who has been here for years, has been
promoted to store administrator at
Cherry Point.

Great for Danny, bad for us! He
was the brains and workhorse behind
all of our great Truckload and
Sidewalk sales.

Phyllis Black is the store director
of the Camp Lejeune Commissary.
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DOPE from 2A

thing; and their real meanings. The
would clearly explain that above
It would spell out that
nt is good and outstanding is, well,
With schoolbook

everyone can be brought into the loop

verage 1S not

outstanding such a

One of the greatest hurdles for this
future tome would be to explain the
logic behind common terms. There is
Just because there's a KD
there’s an

Similarly,

no logic

range doesn’'t mean

unknown distange” range

there's not a “clean duty” just because

there’s a mess duty. That’s why we
have field days. Light duty has nothing
to do with changing bulbs. A mob is not
part of organized crime. Marine Corps
drill can’t be found on a workbench.
Being short doesn’t mean a person is
not tall. A Marine can be tall and short.
This book must give the reader the true
scoop, the straight skinny, the gouge.
I'hat’s where the rubber meets the road.

With a little work, this high-speed,
low-drag book could be the answer
for all those people who have trouble

coming on line. Every Marine, from
grunt to wing-wiper, admin pogue to
metal bender, could read it and shove
off squared away. Then the next time
we take off our packs at the slop
chute we’ll understand what every-
one’s saying.

But remember, officers get the book
first. Mainly because they need it, but
also because RHIP. That’s the bottom
line.

Maj Lyman is the deputy director of
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office.

UNITAS from 1A

For the Argentineans that cross-
decked to MarFor’s ship, USS
Tortuga, the task had similar goals
Early on the moring of the 14th,
Tortuga's well deck came to life as
the Marines loaded up in the AAVs
and headed for the beach. The main
effort was a hostage rescue in an
undesignated country,” said
Argentine 2ndLt Sergio Sepetich,
Echo Company executive officer
from the 2d Argentine Marine
Battalion. “[The scenario was such
that] The Argentine and United States
Marines were called to provide secu-
rity while Special Forces Marines go
in and retrieve the hostages.”
According to Bradley, this battalion-
level exercise included mechanized
and dismounted attacks, and battal-
ion defense, but it was really the
Argentineans’ show. “We were act-
ing as a support effort with a mecha-

nized and dismounted attack on an
objective in order to allow the mech-
anized Argentineans to push the main
effort,” said Bradley.

[he Marines took the first day
on the beach to rehearse the live-
fire movement and the following
day’s exercise. MarFor had not
done a combined amphibious exer-
cise since before their previous
ship, USS La Moure County, ran
aground more than four weeks
prior. “We looked a little rusty on
the first day, but we made a few

adjustments and improved
immensely,” said Gonzalez.
The next day, the combined

Marines began the assault. Across
the dry Patagonian steppeland of the
Argentine training area, the Marines
moved from one range to another day
and night, sending rounds down

range. The volume of fire was

indeed impressive. “During the night
live-fire, 163 rounds were fired from
our guns,” said LCpl Jason Rios,
81mm mortarman with Weapons
Platoon, and also from Los Angeles.

Just like MarFor, the Argentine
Marines have been working up for
this exercise for a long time. “We
have been intensively preparing for
this since July,” said Sepetich. “It is
very exciting to be able to work with
a big fleet force,” he added.

Now that the combined training
schedule is complete for MarFor
Unitas, they are now on their way to
some time off after having completed
all their amphibious operations safe-
ly. They are now underway for
Buenos Aires, Argentina and Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, where they will first
celebrate the Marine Corps Birthday
Ball, and then sail to Morehead City
to arrive at Camp Lejeune Nov. 12.
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SgtMaj Ackerman

Division, will hold a post and

relie ony today at 2 p.m. to wel-
come SgtMaj John R. Ackerman and
bid farewell to SgtMaj Gary A. Daniel
at the 10th Marines Parade Field
Ackerman, a Lancaster, Pa., native,
and infantryman by trade, joined the
Marine Corps in April 1975. After
completing infantry training at Camp
Pendleton, Calif., he then reported to
the 3d Marine Division as a mortarman
with Headquarters and Service
Company, 3d Bn, 9th Marines.
Following this tour in Okinawa,
Ackerman was stationed with numer-
ous units in California, North and
South Carolina and Virginia.
Ackerman’s personal decorations
include the Meritorious Service Medal,
Navy and Marine Corps Commenda-
tion Medal, and Navy and Marine
Corps Achievement Medal with three
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BEIRUT from 3A

Sgt Manuel Cox was one of the 10
Marines on top of the building with
Wheeler that night. Cox was there
making calls for fire, all the while
motivating Marines.

“At one point, we all sang the Marines’
Hymn to let the enemy know we were still
there and we were not giving up,” Wheeler
said. “We were so loud headquarters called
down and told us to keep the noise down.”

The enemy fire started getting clos-
er, and they began calling in for back-
up. It was hard to tell exactly where the
fire was coming from, so they waited to
return fire until they could get a better
idea of where the rounds were coming
from, he added.

“We were waiting for larger measures to
come in so we could reach the target. They
were firing large mortars at us and they
were able to reach quite a distance,” he said.
“We needed something more powerful.”

Checkpoint-76 continued to receive and
send fire until one fatal hit came.

“Somebody guessed it only hit the
bottom foot of the building and it blew
shrapnel everywhere,” Wheeler said.
“It is kinda hazy after that. I remember
feeling all of the pain and I knew
everybody else had been lost.”

The Marines on top of the building
were hit hard, leaving eight dead
almost instantly, and Wheeler and one
other Marine severely wounded.

Headquarters did not g
hit for nearly 15 minutes a

“I tried to get on the | " by d
beeping. We had powers ik Crawlor
mspondent

didn’t work,” he said.
The other survivor |
put a tourniquet on his
taken a direct hit in the
then went on to try and
“His injuries eventu
immobile. He had recei
his back and legs and |
do it anymore,” Wheele
A tracked vehicle wa
site to rescue everyone.
to fit all 10 people in the
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“Things like this are
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selves,” he concluded.

RIVERS from 3A

laying about four feet away. Of the two
Marines on the second deck who lived,
Rivers came out the best

But his injuries were stll severe
Aside from countless scratches and
bruises, both of his ear drums were

blown, and Rivers could only see out of
one ¢ye

He guesses he was unconscious for
20 minutes

The
nightmare for Rivers was only begin-
After regaining consciousness,

bombing was over, but the

ning
Rivers found he was trapped under the
rubble

That was when he smelled the burn-
ing flesh

That of his friends and that of his
A pipe was melting onto his face,
He wanted to

own

it he couldn’t move

ab his rifle, in the probable event that
¢ enemy would try to overrun the
position and Kill what few survivors

there were most of which were
trapped under rubble

*“1 started kicking with one foot, try-
ing to get up and get my rifle. | thou

I had «

WE WerIe ge g Overmun
wt and find my rifle and defend

wall had fallen on top of

myself. The

me,” Rivers said

human h

and beams

another

tou his. The bncks
were being lifted off him

It was as if everything had fallen
around me, with only little things on
me,” he said. “1 was in my own special
crevice, and everything had fallen flat
around me. Everything had fallen on
everybody else.”

All Rivers can recollect is some Arab
people in camouflage with rifles slung
over their backs were helping him out
the back of a
Then Rivers

They placed him in

Mercedes and sped away

lost consciousness again

He was brought to an unidentified
hospital where he woke up and saw
there were other surviving Marines in
the beds next to him. A doctor kept
asking him, “Where does it hurt?” in
broken English

“There were Lebanese soldiers
guarding us. All they could say is ‘I
don’t like soldiers.” They were trying
to ask me questions, and all I would
give them is my name, rank, and social
security number.”

Rivers thought he was a prisoner of
war. He had no clue what was going on
around him

There was a deceased gunnery ser-
geant in the bed next to him, Rivers said
His body lay there the three days that
Rivers was in the hospital. Rivers recalls
a Marine with patches over both eyes,
who was shaking, screaming and push-
ing away the medical assistance

Rivers consoled the Marine, telling
him they were receiving medical atten-
tion and to remain calm

Then he remembers a licutenant stop-
ping by and taking the Marines away. It
was then that Rivers realized he was in
the heart of enemy temitory, and the
Lebanese guards were protecting the
Marines from further attack

The Marines were brought back to
the Beirut International Airport where
the bombing had occurred. Rivers’
»r was placed inside a hangar

stretc

where hundreds of bodies lay in identi-

<

cal

coffins
“1 wanted the hell out of there, so they
put me outside,” Rivers recalls

Rivers and
flown to the helicopter amphibious
assault ship Iwo Jima, where he was
awarded the Purple Heart by then Vice
President George Bush. Later that

WO Survivors were

evening, he was flown to Germany,
and after two weeks of surgeries and
recuperation in a Frankfurt hospital, he
was transported to Washington, where
many dignitaries were awaiting the
survivors’ return.

Rivers was reunited with his family.
His mother Bernice had gotten the

word that he was missing the night of

the bombing

“She started freaking out. She didn’t
hear anything else until Wednesday
night. Then the Marines showed up at
her door in dress blues,” he said
“Before they could tell her that I was
still alive, she started going crazy. They
had come at midnight, and she wouldn’t
even open the door. She thought they
were going to tell her that | was dead.”

Later, Rivers was brought to Camp
Lejeune to recuperate further in the
newly-built Naval Hospital. Six
months later, he finished his enlistment
and was honorably discharged. Rivers
didn't retum to Camp Lejeune until
Oct. 23, 1997, for the annual memorial
ceremony

He said he didn’t have the courage
to retun to Camp Lejeune. He had
put his mind until the
Oklahoma City bombing and terrorist
ts in Saudi Arabia occurred and

drudged up the past

it out of

the Beirut tragedy,
Rivers tried to deal with the pain by
keeping in contact with the family
members of his deceased buddies in
Brooklyn until one of the mothers put
him on a 13-year guilt trip

“She kept asking me why | lived
when her son died. Afier that I could-
n't take it anymore. The media hound-
ed me like crazy, because | was one of
the few people who survived. | just
had to leave New York,” he said

Following

Rivers has been diagnosed with Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder, something
fairly common with people who lived
through mass-casualty situations and
catastrophes. Many combat veterans
live with the same problem.

“I saw them pull the bodies from the
rubble in Oklahoma City, and I was hav-
ing nightmares. 1 was losing my mind
and forgetting things,” Rivers said. “I
was ready for a freefall. I saw a coun-
selor, and | started sitting in on these Vets
groups, and it’s still been rough. That’s
the reason | hadn’t made the memorial
service for so many years.”

Rivers has tried his best to move on
since the bombing. He is now a U.S.
Marshall, able to travel the world,
tracking fugitives, protecting judges
and extraditing terrorists

He played a part in prosecuting the
Muslims responsible for the World
Trade Center bombing in 1992. He
also protected the judges involved
with that trial

In 1997, when Rivers attended the
Beirut Memorial ceremony, he was
understandably very emotional. As he
read the names on the wall, the mem-
ories flooded back to him

While there were plenty of tears,
there was time for some smiles too. He
ran into other survivors of the blast he
hasn't seen since the days before the
bombing

They recalled the day a gunnery ser-
geant gave a weapon's safety class and
shot himself in the foot the next day. As
soon as the laughs arrived, they disap-
peared when Rivers realized it was the
same gunny that died in the bed next to
him following the bombing

J.A. Rodriguez, a lance corporal
who was also in the building, also made
the trip to Jacksonville to attend the

the Various ory
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e the best a ¢

ceremony for the first ti
He said it’s been ve
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ae most targets and fin-
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1e chance to come out
our crew shot the high-
ongst the rest of the
vhole battalion. We shot
1000 to win our chance
%" said Sgt Dylan J.
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imander for Alpha Co,
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;Ztn];tr:lxvu;;%e F: Elliot (later a major
e Commandant of the
Marine Corps). From that moment
on,LLichLme wanted to be a Marine
Stateejfjl;niieg? attended LOL‘nisiana

: Y before securing :
appointment at ¢ J.S N
i he U.S. | Naval
5 : my, from which he graduated
in 1888, thys beginning his storied
career as a Marine officer.

So, you think that you know the
accomplishments of the Corps’ 13th
Commandant? Let’s just see how
much you do know,

D}mng his more than 40 years of
Service with the Marine Corps
Lejeune served on the high sea;
gboard N'fxvy battleships, participated
In campaigns in Panama, Cuba, Vera
Cruz, France, and Germany, led the
famed_ ; 2d Division, American
Expeditionary Force (AEF) in World
War_I and was Commandant of the
Marme_ Corps from 1920 to 1929,

Addmonally, Lejeune established
the formal schools at  Marine
quracks, Quantico to train Marine
officers. He was instrumental in the
development of the Fleet Marine
Force concept.

He founded the Marine Corps
Association, Marine Corps League
and Marine Corps Institute.

He also encouraged athletics and
pfof&ssiona] military education for
his enlisted Marines and set the
Corps on a long-term path toward
success by fighting off
Congressional attempts to disband
the Corps in the critical 1920s fol-
lowing the end of the World War I.

Lejeune’s advocacy of the devel-
opment of amphibious doctrine and
expeditionary operations came to
fruition in August 1942 with the 1st

3
x
>

Patrick Miller begins the long process of sculpting the LtGen Lejeu

Marine Division assault and capture
of Guadalcanal in the Solomon
Islands.

November 20 of that same year,
LtGen Lejeune died at Union
Memorial Hospital in Baltimore at
the age of 75 and was buried at
Arlington National Cemetery.

The first two monuments honoring
LtGen John Archer Lejeune,
arguably the “greatest Marine,” will

I'ne GLose, Camp Lejeune, N.C. !

S5A

mes home

o

be dedicated at New Roads Sunday in
a 3 p.m. ceremony and at Camp
Lejeune, Thursday in a 2 p.m. cere-
mony. Among the anticipated atten-
dees will be the current Assistant
Commandant of the Marine Corps,
Gen Michael J. Williams, retired
Marine Col James B. Glennon, Jr,
who is LtGen Lejeune’s only surviv-
ing grandson, Patrick Taylor and
many other friends, family and

ne monument.

Marines from all over the United
States. All Marines, former Marines
and their families are invited and
encouraged to attend both cere-
monies to honor the Corps’ 13th
Commandant.

This is the last of a three-part
story on the LtGen John A. Lejeune
statue dedication.

2ndLt Jarvis is the Special Project
Officer for the Lejeune Monument
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Emotions were intel

because we know each other better,
and we know how each of us works.”
Another purpose of having t]'}c
competition was to develop a certain
kind of bond between the crews.
“The winner of the competition
will gain bragging rights for their bat-

+ Bryant, tank commander, leads hi

s Marines to the appro-

talion for a year, until the next
‘TigerComp,’” said Bryant. “Even if
your battalion doesn’t win, it’s still an
honor to come out here and compete
with the best. You won’t ever see a
gathering of so many good tankers in
one place like you do here.”

According to some crewmembers,
it’s not an easy journey to get to the
competition.

“This is where all the hard work
and training we’ve done pays off,”
said Cpl Brit P. Higgins, of
Manville, N.J., and tank gunner, with
Alpha Co.

“It’s the same stuff we do every-
day. Now it’s just at a more competi-
tive level with more firing time and
more targets.”

The targets included platoon-sized
groups of troop silhouettes, pop-up
tank silhouettes and multiple moving
targets that the tankers had the chance
to fire at with their 120mm main gun,
M240G and 50-caliber machine guns.

When asked what is the key to
grabbing the title at the competition,
the tankers stated a few strong points.

“It’s all about who can put the
most steel on target and how fast they
can do it,” said Bryant.

“It’s also about how good the team
effort is. Every position in the tank
crew is vital to completing any kind
of mission. None of us can do our job
effectively without the other three

Marines.”

abs “Tiger’ by tail

nse during the closing ceremonies for the crew from 2d Tank Bn, 2d Marine Division, during the recent “TigerComp.”

The crew from 2d Tanks sends 120mm rounds down range.
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Comforters || Shoe Box Pillows || Decorative Planters '

; i lImark) 13x16 §11.88 o A A e
19.88 o = e ’ =4 A
319. o e 6x19 §16.88]  vaie 52499

Twins o | P
Qi o 92.00}, 2024 42188 $11.88 ull

King Cambridge ?i : Huge Drapery & Upholst $3
. ') _ Assortments Famous Lables am
POSterS 24x36 curtallns —_— ’Tf} #= || Brocade, Tapestry. All New PatternfiNe Ous
Over 2000 To Choose From (swag-valance) N A y Value $24.00 s 3 8 Lad-
Value $19.88 $ 2.88 ;O;g)q $4088 : ) ‘ per yard \ les

Ve,



Check Erby's for the
Largest Gift Section
‘ In the Area.

Pottery, Ceramics & Brass

Uyl STORE HOURS 9am-9pm Monday-Saturday

Jennifer Moore Blazers || Charter Club Bath Evening

R“QS Nool & Linen
99805 $99.99

eat $2l 88

mentPdnly 100 to sell at this price

§7

Value $25.00 Wrap| Gowns

Value $299.00

.38 $39.88

angfong Neck Fur ;4
Knit Golf Head Cscivoers $5 88
'8 3irls Fleece

Polish J aCketS Reg. $12.99

ton
pate]  Re8- $34.00 [ Childrens Coats

g S$7.88 (Faded Glory)

sizes up to 7x

e —lGreat Assortments of || Reg
iles| Bugle Boy (5149 $5.88

ij Values $12.88 || Childrens Fleece

$ 4.88 Sets

Infants & Toddlers

sreat Assortment of
Long Sleeve

gg[tnit Shirts
Dozens of Styles W
eet] to Choose From Value $6.97

iy
9d Flannel Shirts

=1 Reg. $12.88 1st quality. Al sizes.

rs S $7.88 Ss‘oo

Men's Quilted Flannel $9.88

" ERBY'S |
| $1.00

& LN &

1000's Of Items
Only

$1.00

Lg. Assortment of Wicker
To Choose From

Indoor/Outdoor

Candles
30" Adjustable T T

Reg. $3.99 $l 00

or) ‘d carves

len's Long Sleeve Jr. Blouses
4, 99 Pll“ OV@I’S Charter Club s 7 8 8 ; St Anth()ny
8 $3.88 | | Evening Wear
7h°lst Famous Labels  ||Charter Club Men S r 1 W Re q. $29900
vall}eo&?oo | Sweaters |
pijLadies &3 88| 3. 1 $99.88




Inverslon Boots

/_;3
1

NATURAL HEALTH FOODS CENTER
e feuem 3474721

-~

NO TWEEZERS
NO RAZORS
NO WAXERS

Introducing
LightSheer™.

The only FDA
approved treatment
Jor a permanent
hair reduction.

Call Today For Your FREE Consultation
(910) 938-9400 + (910) 938-9422

KILDARE LASER, LLC.

* Sheila Simmons

* Cynthia L. Beisner

3245 Henderson Dr. Ext. - Jacksonville

¥/ /=

FreLL
ZnIDGESTORE =
METZELER R
o> DUNLOFP (@nfinental®
Apparel Sale! We've Got 'em!!!
15% Off All e L
P s Installed While-U-Wait!

“SROCKET)

No AppeintiicntNeeded!
Computer Spin Balancing

mgfﬂ K ROADS TRIUMPH

] [“””“ (910)347-4050

Emmett M. Jones D.D.S., P. A.

Are You Afraid, Anxious or Scared of the Dentist?

Sedation Dentistry
We successfully Treat:
Pesple whs have...

- High fear.
- Had traumatic dental experiences.

- Difficulty getting numb.

- A bad gag reflex.

- Very sensitive teeth.

- Limited time to complete dental care.
« Complex dental problems.

We can correct years of
embarrassing problems in
One APPOINTMENT with
LITTLE or NO
memory of your visit. People whs...
- Hate needles and shots!
- Hate the noise, smells and tastes
associated with dental care,
- Are afraid and embarrassed about
their teeth,

WAKE UP TO A NEW SMILE
(910) 455-2151

3745 Henderson Drive
Jacksonville

@@@@m ¢

Jacksonville's Most Unique Night Club £ il ~"
4075 Gum Branch Rd. (in Cedar village Shop I

Wednesday - Cheap Sharky

Thursday - Cash Draw win $20
Karaoke, and dance

=

Friday - Ladies INFREE untilj§'~
Money Tree - one person will 1" =

Saturday - Men i FREE unti
5 Box Guess sWin up to $

Open 5 days aweek ~ 8pm -
21 & gver admitted

Wwho Sa§
L9 Money Do
|21idover:1mmi| Grow on ’I‘r(

www.jacksonville-smiles.com

Visit the Classifieds

() Wirele

300 minutes
for only
$45 per month

includes:

. peen fighting €
o ‘c\cn years

pon et cancer

* Free Voice Mail

* Roll Over Minutes

* Unlimited Local Nights
and Weekends

* National Long Distance

Pre-Paid
i
- OR - * Phiy

' Ad

“ 11 month service commitment required. \ $3'
See store for details. Some re smcl!(ms apply.

@ BELLSOUTH Mobility s

Convenient to Base i

Piney Green Shopping Cent e _——

(910) 355-3555

Midway Park, NC “3\)\3 ESF

Create, Co

» Connect wlth Olhor Milihry Singles
» Enhanced Personals, Photosharing, & More
» Build A Personal Site -- 20MB Free Space
» Video Game Reviews, Software
Downloads, & Fantasy Sports

Introducing...

Your New Military-to-Military Resource

ect, & Contribute To Your Military Commun

et $250 of Full Version Softwa
OFREE!S

USMCHomImfeWrr !W

J Free PC GamingSoftwar

Enslly Create A Free Personal Website, Or
Create A Women's Resource Center
» Support The Women's Memorial

Free Educational Software

, | mes, Movie Reviews & More
: Onlme Mulllons of Items
‘At A Military Discount

7‘ Free Family Software

HEY AL
ME AND
MIRDAY
AT TH

V/

Y

d. Millions of Pageéu

f

m Tﬂvla, & Visual Chat
. Mllltary Charities For Kids

Fre Educational Software

PIanetW|zK< daé’é’mn

Hf ary Kids Site
'if” -Media, Interactive
inutes For FREE!

‘xM

es migq TS


http://www.jacksonville-smiles.com

g Chlldren

oot Gou | [ JOSEPH H, LUTSKUS DDS ™

he Chl]dren Ge
a) Shark} e =6 Tr:’(]'i?:x{g I!’r[o)wedgtls'

1 City, OK 73101 Active Duty Family
Draw ' ) 6274556 Retired and Reserves
i d‘“““”” (910) 353-3551

&
All Major Dentaj Insurance Accepted

20 OFFICE PARK DRIvE

JACKSONVILLE, NC“

THIS WEEK’S SUPER SAVER

save 300

R g ———
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essed handling
is a valuable
at is 2 skill that

IFREE u i time with ‘out

‘B imitations, Luti
wn D S Jing and team-

" the blue-green
@‘ = ACE‘( “to be |8
At - etion.”

"aq,m‘tte coordination of

1, Naval gunfir
ery and mortars
ngle target is a
4dly orchestra.

18 rendous coordi-

(@ ti. * You put an
¢ at the wrong / , Carat e
o hitit.” £ /
ird’s heliborne
{ on the island,
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JACKSONVILLE MALL e 353-5057

WESTFIELD SHOPPINGTOWN
INDEPENDENCE MALL e 791-2971
(Temporary location in Belk wing)

MILLS

] E WL EILREIRS
e L
Jewelry for today’s lifestyles.

PR RSN ER@N RSy Suzanne is in a battle for her ife against a deadly
for seven years. form of cancer. But she doesnt have to fight alone.
To find out how you can hel ip the thousands of

children diagnosed with cancer each year, please St ]ud(, Chlldrerl’s
call St.Jude at 800-822-6344, el

s Don't let cancer win.
|

Let Me Assist You On
Your Next Purchase On
A New Or Used Car,
Truck Or Van At

: @
TRUCK

Ask for
mg;‘e Luis A. Minguela at
!{mg Ce 910-455-1414
rk, NC

Toll Free

1-877-MOOREWAY |, s issare.

'HEY RIDS, 1| AM ON MY WAY!
IME AND WATCH ME ARRIVE ON
. f{TURDAY, NOVEMBER 18 AT 1000
AT THE MAIN EXCHANGE!

3599

\abla Espar,,

1

Free Treats!
Pictures with Santa

$1.00

%; B Quorifies Limited To Stock On Hond

o —

[

GET DAYTONA

RADIALS | TIE
TODAY AT: COUNTRY
PERFORMANCE
TECHNDLDGY. -

THOROBRED STEEL
PISS/BOR1S P195/75R14 P22575R15

HIGH
PERFORMANCE

32991

PIG5BOR13 P20SITSR14 P235/T5R15 o Lt
PITSBORI3 P20STSRI5 sl 3??,;8‘}2 2323} ‘
PIOSRORS PEISTSRIS, 7 255/70/15 $43.91
/ 215/65/ 39.9
P{STTER14 23560/15 s40.91 AR
275/60/15 $46.91 @

l|0|!5qrq Iy‘!Vv'(')l‘

f99‘ 3
TIRE COUNTRY

Corner of Lejeune Blvd. & Western Blvd., Jacksonville, NC

910-353-TIRE (8473)

HOURS: Monday-Friday 8:00am-7:00pm - Saturday 8:00am-4:00pm - Closed Sunday
No Dealers or Carry Outs

iT'S YOUR LAST
CHANCE TO GET THIS

SAVE S350

I ThustAngie 4Wheel

:32991 $3991|

Exrs J03 (00
. Mostvehicles. Part Sk

leather » sunrogf
base stereo

I.AST CHANCE
T0 GET YOUR
BEST DEAL ON
A BRAND NEW
2000 MODEL
NISSAN!!

Last Chance To Own These Greal
PI’E Owned Vehicles!

‘85 Ford F150 King Cab XLT

‘87 Mitsubishi Eclipse 6S

‘97 Nissan Maxima SE

‘85 BMW M3 - must seel

‘99 Honda Clvic EX

‘89 Mercury Cougar - 2 door, automatic

‘89 Dodge Dakota King Cab 4x4, automatic
‘89 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Edition, aulomatic

CLEARANGE

SALE

IT’S YOUR LAST
CHANCE T0 GET THIS...
Zﬂﬁﬁ Fﬁﬂmﬁg«ﬂ ﬁ ﬁ?l 3 ,;,

SAVE 330!

IT’S YOUR LAST ‘0§ Chevy Tahoe LT 4x4, automatic
CHANCE TO GET THIS... 2000 Honda Civie EX
2000 SENTRA! ‘89 Nissan Frontier King Cab 4x4
SAVE BIG!! PLUS, NO DOWN PAYMENT ON
1 . ,,oow,.,,.. SELECT 2001 MODELS!!
< ey — 2001 everything you need

- Z’g’m don't!
Xterra 7 (ROANIeoms roo o't

DOWNL

IT’S YOUR LAST

CHANCE TO GET THIS... The All New it ,.&'“’
2000 QUEST SE 2001 Frontier

SAVE 85300'

*0 DOwn for g iifiod buyers’3 9% APR wmmmmr«wm
Acceptan u"u\/”l’!"r&&!ﬁ"}!tm%m'aww

woved credit thu NMAC.
#215047

s e g 10) 353-7700

Western Blvd

Next to Jacksonville Mall

www. cardinalnissan.com
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Dental Te