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Sailors prepare to upload ordnance into a RIM-116 Rolling Airframe Missile system.
Photo by MCSN Victoria Sutton

Uploading Our Defenses

Story by MCSN Victoria Sutton

ver the past two days, CS-7
O division has uploaded Truman’s

Rolling Airframe Missile (RAM)
systems and NATO Sea-Sparrow Surface
Missile systems.

The systems are in place for anti-air
and anti-surface warfare. They are able
to combat any air or surface contacts that
threaten to hurt the ship or crew.

“The systems are used for self-defense of
the ship,” said FCC Keith Krum, the CS-7
LCPO. “These systems are vital in case we
are threatened by other ships, aircraft or
anti-ship missiles.”

Krum said the beginning of deployment
is the time Truman is able to upload
missiles, and download is done near the
end of deployment.

“We have wind and sea state restrictions

that could inhibit our ability to load if
we do not plan these conditions very
meticulously,” said Krum.

Krum said there always needs to be
a great deal of caution and preparation
while handling and loading live
explosives. The CO, XO and several
department heads are briefed 24 hours
prior, and a lot of planning goes into
this process.

The NATO system holds eight missiles in
each of Truman’s launchers, and the RAM
holds 21 missiles in each of the launchers.
CS-7 loaded both systems to capacity
on Tuesday.

The range of fire for the NATO system
is 50 nautical miles, and the range for the
RAM system is effective between three and
five nautical miles. ®

N
=
Sailors use guide lines to transport ordnance into a

RIM-116 Rolling Airframe Missile system.
Photo by MCSN Thomas Pittman
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24 Declaration from
SOmeons on a
hot streak
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Situational Awareness

Story by MCSN Victorla Sutton

hangar bay has filled up with aircraft and

supplies, which leads to an increased risk
of injury from just transiting through.

AO1 Paul Robertson, the safety department
LPO, said there are numerous hazards all
around the hangar bay that Sailors may not be
aware of.

“Regardless of the gyms or recreational
activities held there, the hangar bay is a
workplace,” said Robertson. “It isn't for
recreation, it is for work, and some people may
forget that”

ABH1 Jeff Garcia, the air department V-3
division LPO, said that Sailors who aren’t
paying attention to their surroundings while
in the hangar bay may end up tripping over
a chain in a pad eye, hitting their head on an
aircraft or walking onto an aircraft elevator
without a float coat.

Garcia recommends Sailors practice
hangar bay safety by attending the hangar bay
FOD walkdown. The walkdown is held twice
daily; normally at 0800 and 2000, and will be
announced over the IMC.

“FOD walkdown is extremely important
to hangar bay safety,” said Robertson. “When
people in the hangar bay do maintenance,
they might leave a screw or something on the
ground. If that screw doesn’t get picked up
and an ajrcraft is doing a low power turn, the
screw may get sucked into the intake. That’s a
big deal and a lot of dollars’ worth of damage,

In preparation for deployment, Truman's

7/

Photo by MC3 Courtney Strahan

but it is totally preventable with cooperation
from the crew”

Garcia said it is imperative that Sailors
participating in FOD walkdown are
thoroughly searching for FOD and picking
up everything they see. Everyone on the ship,
in each department, is invited to participate
in FOD walkdown once the announcement
is made.

“Safety is everybody’s responsibility;” said
Garcia. “Regardless of paygrade, rank or job, if
you see something that’s unsafe, don’t be afraid
to say something. Anybody on this ship could
potentially save someone else from death
or injury” @

NORTHCOM Commander
Says US Needs Arctic
Early Warning System

Story by Military Times

e top general for US. Northern
Tl(‘lommand says the U.S. needs to invest
in an early warning system for the Arctic
similar to the series of radar stations built in
1957 that became known as the Distant Early
Warning Line, or DEW line.

“We have to be aware of what is happening
in that environment,” Air Force Gen. Terrence
John O’Shaughnessy, the commander of U.S.
NORTHCOM and North American Aerospace
Defense Command, said Saturday at the Halifax
International Security Forum.

Is the latest concern that top military
officials have raised about military readiness in
the Arctic. Investment there has been limited
in recent years despite growing competition for
new sea routesand resources in the frozen tundra
that is now pushing US. defense planners to
revamp training, equipment and infrastructure
to confront the rising challenge.

Getting American troops to the fight in the
Arctic is a complicated mission as the frigid
environment complicates tasks that would
be simpler in other geographic locations or
commands, O’Shaughnessy said.

The U.S. military has the capability to rapidly
deploy American forces and equipment all over
the globe, but “that’s different in the Arctic, it’s
very difficult] O’Shaughnessy said. The U.S.
military needs to innovate and address training
gaps to operate effectively in the Arctic, he said.

The U.S. appears to lag behind rivals like
Russia, which has deployed thousands of troops
to the Arctic for exercises — and according
to a Reuters story is expected to field 13 polar
icebreakers by 2035. Russia launched its first
nuclear-powered icebreaker in May.

The US. has only one working heavy
icebreaker dubbed the Polar Star, with several
more in the pipeline. The Coast Guard — which
commands the ice breaking mission — awarded
a $745 million contract to VT Halter Marine for
design and construction of the next icebreaker.

But it’s not just ships that the U.S. military
needs to confront rising national security
challenges in the Arctic. Stuck in the Middle East
for the last 20 years, the U.S. military is in the
process of revamping training and equipment
to handle the harsh frigid environment of
the Arctic.

The military is considering what type of
infrastructure it will need to deploy to the Arctic
in the future, he said. It also wants to bolster
training in the region.

For more of the story,
visit militarytimes.com



How the Problems on
the US Navy’s New
Supercarrier Helped
Them Build the Next One
Cheaper and Faster

Story by Business Insider

ays after the first-in-class aircraft

carrier USS Gerald R. Ford sailed out

of a “challenging” post-shakedown
work period that was extended three months
because of maintenance problems, the dry dock
holding the second Ford-class carrier, the John E
Kennedy, was flooded, launching the carrier three
months early.

The Kennedy’s builders and crew have gotten
a boost from the Ford, according to the ships
commanding officer, Capt. Todd Marzano.

“We are definitely benefiting from being
the second aircraft carrier in the class. We're
leveraging their lessons learned, which has helped
not only from the construction side but from our
sailor training] Marzano told Business Insider
last week.

A graduate of Naval Fighter Weapons School,
or Top Gun, Marzano has gone to sea aboard
Kitty Hawk-, Nimitz-, and Ford-class carriers,
serving as a fighter squadron commander as well
as executive officer and commanding officer of
the carrier itself.

At a ceremony in May, Marzano recalled
driving past the Ford as construction began in
late 2015 and thinking “some lucky captain”
would get to be its first skipper. In a mast-stepping
ceremony after that speech, he put his first set of
gold aviator’s wings under the 650-ton island as it
was lowered onto the flight deck.

That “signified my commitment as the CO of
the ship to ensure ... that 'm going make sure that
the crew is ready to do their job and operate the
ship when we take it out to sea,” Marzano said. “So
it meant a lot to me. This is definitely a pinnacle
tour in my career””

Marzano assumed command of the Kennedy,
designated CVN-79, on October 1, at a ceremony
attended by the carrier’s first 43 sailors, who were
handpicked for the assignment.

“We officially stood up the command on
October 1st, and as of today, we have just over
150 crew members on board, and that number
just continues to grow daily;” Marzano said on
November 19. “The current focus since they've
shown up is to create a solid foundation, which
means getting our programs, our procedures
established. We'realso focusing on alot of training
and, most importantly, developing a healthy
culture throughout all levels of the command.”

For more of this story,
visit businessinsider.com
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1775 - Congress adopts first rules for

regulation of the “Navy of the

United Colonies.”

1941 - USS Enterprise (CV-6) sails from
Pearl Harbor for Wake Island to ferry
Marine aircraft to island.

1942 - Ensigns George W. Carlson and
Mac A. Cason, SC, USNR organize rescue
parties to help rescue people from the
fire at the Cocoanut Grove nightclub in
Boston, MA . They are credited “the cause
of saving more lives than any other single

agency.”

“The difference between winning and losing is most

TIME

often not quitting.”
-Walt Disney
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