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A Marine with A Company, Ist Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, 24th Marine Expedltlonary Unit, stands
watch as other Marines call for fire support. The 24th MEU conducted operations in the Helmand province

of Afghanistan to enhance security for the citizens of the Garmsir district Staff Sgt. Robert Piper

Cpl Alex C. Guerrc

24th MEU exploits success in Garmsir

Staff Sgt. Robert Piper
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HELMAND
PROVINCE, Afghan-
istan — Marines with
the 24th Marine Ex-
peditionary Unit and
the British forces of
Task Force Helmand
launched an opera-
tion to enhance secu-
rity for the citizens of
the Garmsir District
in Southern Helmand
province April 28.

By engaging with

to determine what is
required to bring sta-
bility to their district
— a district which has
seen little Internation-
al Security Assistance
Force presence in the
recent past, these fore-
es will help facilitate
long-term change and
improvement.
Garmsir has long
been used as a plan-
ning, staging and lo-
gistics hub by the neo-
Taliban. Through cap-

emy strong points and
defensive positions
south of Task Force
Helmand forward op-

erating bases, Marines

opened previously de-
nied routes through
the Garmsir District to
the economically vital
Helmand green zone,
while simultaneously
disrupting insurgent
activities in the area.
“The Marines gain
ground every day
and secure more of

the district. The sup-
port we have received
from our allied part-
ners has contributed
to our many successes
thus far,” said Col.
Peter Petronzio, com-
manding officer, 24th
Marine Expeditionary
Unit, International
Security  Assistance
Force.

In contrast to recent
tactics, insurgents
have demonstrated a
persistent and concert-

advancement of troops
and hold ground. Ma-
rines consistently en-
counter disorganized
resistance in the form
of small arms, indirect
fire and rocket pro-
pelled grenades. De-
spite stouter than ex-
pected registance, Ma-
rines have succeeded
in a region that was
previously unsecured.

“The number of
fighters that stood
and fought is kind of

obviously they're fight-
ing for something,”
Maj. Tom Clinton,
executive officer, 1st
Battalion, 6th Marine
Regiment, 24th MEU,
said. “They’re flow-
ing in; guys are go-
ing south and picking
up arms. We have an
opportunity to really
clear them out, cripple
them, so I think we're
exploiting the success

See SUCCESS, 10A
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Service members overcome II MEF releases

obstacles, get job done

Cpl. Tyler B. Barstow
Ist Marine Logistics Group

HABBANIYAH, Iraq — The roaring of
engines and the snarling of Rhinos disrupt-
ed the still of the Iraqgi night as Marines
worked on reconstructing an area outside
of Habbaniyah during the early morning,
May 17.

Working under cover of the night, the
raucous Rhinos of Heavy Equipment Pla-
toon, Engineer Company, Marine Wing
Support Squadron 374, 3rd Marine Air-
craft Wing, worked from dusk until dawn
to reinforce an area outside of the city.

“We're reconstructing the security posi-
tions and helping clean up the area,” said
Staff Sgt. Robert L. Leatherman, the op-
erations chief for H.E. Platoon. The Rhinos
charged through the project, uprooting the
old barriers and beefing up protection by
placing concrete barriers around the base
of the bridge.

Iraqgi police now monitor the area with
security checkpoints set up close to the
bridge. The main objective was to improve
the security and help the Iragi police by
keeping everyone safe, explained Leather-

Cpl. Jeremy D. Fuka, a logistics vehicle op-
erator with 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, pre-
pares to chain up a concrete barrier. Cpl.
Tyler B. Barstow

man, a Phoenix native.
The lights from their vehicles and flash-
lights danced across the roadways before
dissolving into the night.
in the darkness
their safety by cutting down on traffic but
brought with it the obstacle of limited vis-
ibility. The Marines worked through it, re-
lying on teamwork and their knowledge of

Working

Drive Safe Order

Lance Cpl. Brian Lewis

1l Marine Exped y Force

The II Marine Expeditionary Force commanding
general has taken action to reduce vehicle mxshaps -
by signing II MEFO 5100.19 April 29.

Lt. Gen. Keith Stalder has made it a mission of -
all Marines within II MEF to practice safe vehicle .
operation by providing a document that outlines .
the Marine Corps’ current personal motor vehicle -
operation regulations as well as the actions that --
can be taken for violating those regulations. %

The Drive Safe Order details the proper conduct < 3
for Marines and sailors within II MEF while -*
operating vehicles both on or off base and provides - u
commanders and leaders at all levels with tools to ==
assist in managing their drive safe program. -

“From October 2007 to January 2008, more
1I MEF personnel were killed in motor vehicle
accidents than killed in combat,” said Stalder,
commanding general of II MEF. “This statistic, -
standlng alone, is wholly unacceptable by any
measure.” *4_

The biggest motor vehicle issue within II MEF
is motorcycle safety. There has been a significant

See SAFE, 104
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Dutch Marines

Marines with 8th [
Marine Regi-
ment, 2nd Marine
Division, did their
part by recently
supporting and
hosting Dutch
Marines while
training aboard
Marine Corps |
Base Camp Leje- §
une. Learn more §
on IC. §

A group of
sailors and a
Navy spouse
organized to

attempt to
“explain the

unexplainable”
vis-a-vis para-
normal activity.
Find out more
about their
story on page
ID.
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Marine Corps Reserve

leadership positions

4th Marine Logistics
| Group is presently accept-
| ing applications for Marine
‘ Corps Reserve leader-
' ship positions - officer
! and enlisted. 4th MLG
l has 70 sites across the
United States. For more
| information, contact Col
Ray Johnson at 678-243-
9646, ray.johnson@usmc
mil, or GySgt. Whiteside
at 504-678-6505, oretha.

whiteside@usmc.mil

Seeking A New Challenge?

Active-duty officers, enlisted
4th Air Naval Gunfire Liaison Company (ANGLICO), has opportus
for company grade officers in any MOS to serve as Arty Officers an
Tactical Air Controllers (JTAC). Retraining is available. Air Officer;
billets are also available for both company and junior field grade off

who currently hold a 75XX MOS
vival Escape Resistance and Evasion

Winter Mountain Leaders, JTAC and more
participate in annual exercise in Europe, South America, and the Car
Officers in MOS' 0802, 03XX, 75XX especially welcome. $10,000 ¢
company grade Officer Affiliation Bonus available. See MarAdmin 6
for details. Deployment deferment w/bonus (in lieu of above bonugl
available to company grade officer and 75XX majors. See MarAds

690/07

Enlisted Marines can qualify for a $15, 000 SMCR Enlisted Affiliation

and go to Jump school and many of
See MarAdmin 253/06 for details
lanese@usmc.mil or (800)

Schools available are: Arty, Jump
(SERE), High Risk Personnel, Sur
Opportunities are avail:

for details

the same schools that are listed

Contact GySgt Lanese at Raymc I

267-5451 or (786) 282-8364.
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Marines from the 26th
Marine Expeditionary
Unit climb cliffs during
the assault climber’s
course, May 12, at the
Marine Corps Mountain
Warfare Training Cen-
ter in Pickle Meadow,
Calif. The training will
prepare the 26th MEU
to tackle any terrain it
may encounter during its
upcoming deployment in
fall 2008.
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mounts tough school

Story and photos
Cpl.Aaron Rock
26th MEU Public Aff

MOUNTAIN MARINE CORPS MOUN
TAIN WARFARE TRAINING CENTER,

Calif. — At 7,000 feet above sea level, the
l‘n('ln_\’ liUL“”“ Al\\.'\\ CArIry a we .ll”'ll l“l
the Marines and sailors of the 26th Marine

Expeditionary Unit taking on the assault
climber's course training at the Mountain
Warfare Training Center, some of the big
gest obstacles were the lack of oxygen in the
thin mountain
and the rocky ground waiting for them if
they fell.

The students were persevering through
the taxing course as part of the six-month
predeployment training period the 26th
MEU must undertake before its scheduled
deployment in early Autumn.

Twenty-one Marines, representing most
of the companies from the 26th MEU's
Ground Combat Element, Battalion Land-
ing Team 2/6, traveled from the East Coast
to take the course, which lasts roughly 3
weeks, and were instructed by Marines from
II Marine Expeditionary Force Special Op-
erations Training Group.

The training prepares Marines for work
in mountainous terrains, said Staff Sgt.
Robert A. Ballance, lead instructor for the
Assault Climber’s Course.

Balance said the Marines will learn lead-
climbing on rock faces, casualty evacuation
methods and moving gear and equipment
up a vertical obstacle. They’ll also learn to
cross streams to get pérsonnel over fordable
rivers in a timely manner, he said.

A MEU must be able to operate anywhere
on the earth unsupported for weeks at a time.
The ability to execute missions in any clime and
place is essential for MEUSs, said Ballance.

“You never know what might happen out
there,” he said. “You might go to a moun-
tainous area, or you might be called to a hu-
manitarian assistance mission where these
skills may come in handy.”

Adding to the difficulty of working in a
mountainous environment is the elevation,
which leads to lower oxygen content and
lower temperatures.

The training gives the MEU students an
appreciation for the differences between
working at higher elevations as opposed to
those at sea-level.

“The assault climbers will push forward
of the battalion carrying their extra gear,
set it up, push the battalion through the ob-
stacle, get their gear and then push forward
again,” Ballard said.

To better prepare the students for the
sheer physical exertion, physical training
is a major part of the course, with students
running arduous courses up and down the
mountains in preparation for even more
challenging climbs up sheer cliff faces.

Despite the difficulty, the Marines in the
class enjoyed it.

“It’s something new, something we've nev-
er done before,” said Cpl. Jay D. Manuel, a
Tube launched Optically tracked Wire guid-
ed antitank missile gunner with Combined
Anti-Armor Team 1, Weapons Co., BLT 2/6.
“Hopefully it will apply to our upcoming de-
ployment, I would like the chance to use it.”

alr, extreme temperatures,

| arines from the 26th Ma-
Expeditionary Unit’s
talion Landing Team
pare an A-Frame in
F to lower a simulated
. casualty down a cliff.
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Cpl. Shawn Coolman
Regimental CombatTeam 5

COMBAT OUT-
POST TIMBERWOLF,
Iraq — It is better to give
than to receive; a com-
mon phrase said by many
Americans takes on new
meaning for many chil-
dren in Iraq who don’t
have much to offer.
Marines with
Headquarters Company,
Regimental Combat Team
5, are acting as a provi-
sional rifle platoon, which
takes non-infantry Ma-
rines and trains them to
perform a basic rifleman’s
job. These Marines man
Combat Outpost Timber-
wolf near Baghdadi, Iraq,
and have taken a special
interest in the welfare of
the local children.

“One of the things we
do out here is to take care
of the locals by providing
them with the basic needs
they may not have,” said
Lance Cpl. Rodolfo Ceja,
22, a supply warehouse
clerk, who is from Chi-
cago. “Especially the little
kids, we try to give them
food and school supplies
they need.”

“Every time we go on
convoys, we try to take
whatever we have and
pass it out to the little
kids,” said Ceja, who is a
vehicle turret gunner for
PRP. “And whenever the
people are complaining of
[an illness], we send our
corpsman down to them
s0 he can give them medi-
cation to make them feel
better.”

An arrangement was
made between one Marine
of PRP and his hometown
school district to get the
local children additional
school supplies they need.

“The kids over here go
[crazy] over school sup-
plies,” said Sgt. Charles
B. Lock, 22, a radio tech-
nician and 1st squad lead-
er whose hometown school
district, Freemont County

Select

n

14
i

School District Number
One, Lander, Wyo., sent
over 300 pounds of school
supplies to the Marines of
COP Timber Wolf.

Through the donations,
the Marines here are able
to supply the children
with much needed sup-
plies that they may not be
able to obtain otherwise.

“We focus a lot on the
little kids because they
are the future of Iraq, and
if we can win their hearts
now, we don’t have to wor-
ry about coming back to
this country again later,”
said Ceja.

WHEN YOU EAT
THIS FOOD,
SOONER OR

LATER YOU'LL BE

HUNGRY AGAINI

IF YOU EAT THE.BREAD
OF LIFE YOU'LL NEVER
BE SPIRITUALLY | ;
HUNGRY AGAINII 4

FOR MORE INFO CALL
451-3210

Camp Lejeune
Protestant
Chapel

Sunday Worship: 1000

Protestant Women of the Chapel
1% and 3™ Tues. of month 0930

2™ and 4™ 1600

Navigators: Wed. 1900

We're on McHugh Blivd.,
ﬂ;ht across from the Ball Center

rines at COP Timber Wolf
appear to be paying divi-
dends for the future rela-
tionship between the local
Iraqis and Coalition forces.

An Iragi boy happily holds up a sign near Baghdadi, Iraq, Saturday, which an older Iraqi boy wrot: ! +fio
County School District Number One in Wyoming. Select Marines with Headquarters Company, Regimental Combat Team 5 are conducting operatilis il
Combat Outpost Timberwolf as a provisional rifle platoon.The PRP is made up of non-infantry Marines trained to do a basic rifleman’s job. Cpl. Shawn Coo

The efforts of the Ma- “They help us out, and
we help them out,” said
Lock.

“We are trying to show
the Iraqis that we are not

the enemy and that we
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T.BIRF Marines, sailors take
fieir skills cross country

eslie Palmer
\Biological Incident Response

‘RT LEW—[S,
, — Marines and sail-
¢ith Chemical Biologi-
\cident Response Force,

Marines and sailors to miti-
gate a catastrophe.

“It’s about working out what
you need and how to communi-
cate it in a way that people will
respond since the lingo is dif-
ferent in each service,” Krahl

said. “If you think it out ahead
of time, it’s so much easier.”

One vital purpose for the
exercise, Krahl said, was to
facilitate thinking through the
integration of these different
response capabilities.

Cpl.Alexandro Gachupin, litter
bearer, and Sgt. Jorge Diaz, extrac
tor, both with Decontamination
Platoon, Company B, Chemi

cal Biological Incident Response
Force, Il Marine Expeditionary
Force, ensure a simulated casualty
who cannot walk is safely put on
the decontamination line May 4
during exercise Ardent Sentry 08
The exercise is the annual North
American Aerospace Defense
Command and United States

Northern Command Defense Sup-

port of Civil Authorities exercise
incorporated into NLE 2-08. (}

Leslie Palmer

arine Expeditionary
! participated in Ar-
| Jentry 08, the annual
¥ | American Aerospace
ge Command and
§§ States Northern
: gand Defense Sup-
of Civil Authorities
ise incorporated into
nal Level Exercise
May 4-7.
B 2-08 was specifical-
signed to unite emer-
responders and en-
' shoulder-to-shoulder
Jpation among local,
and federal response
jzations in mitigating
. % I3NE incident in a joint
" sphere.
| erethe premier life-sav-
gee for chemical, biologi-
logical, nuclear and
explosive attacks,”
. Kevin Lundeen,
| leader, Decontamina-
. | Platoon, Company B,
E. “Were the whole
4 ge” he explained. %
has varied disci-
o mitigate a CBRNE
The unit has sev-
ions including the
tion and Detection
Decontamination
Medical Platoon
nical Rescue Pla-
n a real-world inci-
BIRF is equipped to
sustain downrange
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the course of the
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gency responders using
my's response equip-
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of live casualties.
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onse force senior
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ARO“ gh Service Company,
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John Eldard, an instructor,
helps Sgt. Courtney Martin
(left) and Cpl.Tara Goetz
S 1 g (right) during the course,
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Lance Cpl.Tyler J. Hlavac
Marine Corps Base Camp Butler

CENTRAL TRAINING
AREA, OKINAWA, Ja-
pan — Eight scout snipers
and spotters with 3rd Re-
connaissance Battalion, 3rd
Marine Division reinforced
their position as the Marine
Corps’ ‘hunters of gunmen’
during an Urban Sniper
Course May 11.

The course, run by I1T Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force’s
Special Operations Train-
ing Group, supplemented
the snipers’ basic skills
training. The Marines prac-
ticed unconventional snip-
ing skills, such as shooting
from helicopters, disabling
vehicles using the .50 cali-
ber SASR-M107 sniper

Lance Cpl Brad Gordon checks the - accuracy - of
position as the Marine Corps
prepare them for combat environmen

Hunters of gunmen:

? “hunters of gunmen

Tor Psy ror Your Scear GOLD

rifle and firing at targets
through glass windows.

The Marines also prac-
ticed “peephole shooting”
through large pieces of
cardboard with smalls holes
cut in them.

Staff Sgt. Owen Mul-
der, the staff noncommis-
sioned officer in charge of
the course, said the biggest
challenge for Marines in
the course was to break out
of the traditional ways they
have been taught to shoot.

“Marine snipers often
focus more on basic sniper
skills, such as always firing
from the prone position from
1,000 meters and shooting
slow, precise shots at a tar-
get’s center mass,” he said.
“During this course, we focus
more on combat shooting.

“ 1.90 ct VS1

IV, H Color
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Jacksonville
Flying Service

pl. Bryan Martinez’s shots Scout snlpers and spotters
» during an Urban Sniper Course in the Central Trainin
ts such as Iraq and Afghanistan. Lance Cpl.Tyler Hlavac

Recon Marines on Okinawa target Urban Sniper Courr

All shots the Marines
make in the urban course
are head shots from various
firing positions. Every tar-
get they shoot at is 400 me-
ters or closer, and students
are graded, not only on ac-
curacy, but speed as they
often have five seconds or
less to get off a shot.

“The hardest part of the
course for me was simply
shooting in positions other
than the prone,” said Cpl.
Bryan Martinez, a sniper
with 38rd Reconnaissance
Battalion. “When I received
my basic sniper training, I
was taught to shoot from
the prone. In combat, how-

ever that isn’t always prac-
tical. You'll always be mov-
ing around, going to differ-
ent positions looking for a
good shot.”

The course, which SOTG
conducts twice a year, 18
a requirement for snipers
slated to attach to the 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit,
where they could be called
on to participate in raids.

“This class has taught
me new ways of shooting
that I'll need for the MEU,”
Martinez said. “I consider
this a necessity for combat
environments, and I've re-
ally broken off some of the
rust since sniper school.”

Starting on May 8th, The Globe and Rotovue will begin
taking FREE Memorial Day Tribute Messages oni
CampLejeuneGlobe.com and NewaerRotovue.coml

with 3rd Reconnalssance Battallon, 3rd Marlne Division, reinforced
g Area May | |.The 15-day course is designed to tighten snipers’ skill!
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THA, Iraq — Com-

on is one of the most

Marines with 3rd
., 4th Marine Regi-
egimental Combat
are doing their best
s that their battal-
mmunication sys-
always up.
es aboard Combat
Haditha depend on
rines to keep them
t with over 20 sub-
unit positions, as
djacent units.
s responsible for the
ance of transmis-
)u ipment, as well as
connectivity for us-
suters and phones,”
. Michael D. De-
cksg 26, a tactical net-
> wcialist with 3rd Bn.,
g ines, from Batavia,
2 also provide wire-
ymunication for the
ffairs Group], the
Transition Team]
Haditha Iraqi Police

8 daily basis, the data
travel from one shop
er assisting Marines
rthing from software
4 s to getting an inter-
ection to work. Non-
joned officers like
e and his team work
sy days ensuring the
1 can communicate.

e's a lot of trouble-
: every day,” said
lnothy M. Coate, 32,
| ‘network specialist,

caid

Il

t assets in a time of

Jata Marines keep
attalion connecte

Cpl. Robert Sllva, 24, a wireman with 3rd Battallon 4th Marine Reglment Reglmental

Combat Team 5, from Los Angeles, transfers a phone call using a switchboard at Com-
bat Outpost Haditha, Iraq, May 9. Data Marines have been doing everything they can
to keep the lines of communication up and running for their battalion. Cpl. Erik Villagran

3rd Bn., 4th Marines, from
Decatur, I1l. “A lot of issues
come up for data.”
Data Marines make them-
selves available at all times.
They understand when
things are running smooth-
ly, they receive little atten-
tion. Additionally, when
connections fail, Marines
look to them to correct the
problem immediately. For
some people, that would be
a tough pill to swallow, but
for the data Marines of the

battalion, it's rewarding to
have the enormous responsi-
bility that is the cornerstone
of command and control.

“The best part of the job
is knowing that we're sup-
porting the main fighting
force of the battalion,” De-
Freeze said.

Although they stay
humble about how hard
their work is, they do ac-
knowledge the importance
of their job.

“We support the com-

BANKING

mand element, so as far
as [the battalion] goes, we
are the most important
communication element,”
DeFreeze said.

One thing is certain, as
long as these data Marines
are on the job, the battalion
will be able to continue to
exercise its command and
control through their area of
operations.

“Maintaining communica-
tion is a 24-hour a day pro-

cess,” DeFreeze said.

SERVICE MEANS RESPONSIBILITY GETS REWARDED.

Audience members join Gary Sinise and the Lt. Dan

Band during an “America Suppurn You"
performance at the Pentagon, Mot by | - - b

rarySimse and the 1, Dan Ban
pertorm f he Pentagon

Press release

Amenican Forces Press Service

concert

Oscar-nominated actor

WASHINGTON and di
rector Gary Sinise and his Lt. Dan Band performed &
concert in the Pentagon Courtyard on May 16 as part
of Military Appreciation Month

Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
James Cartwright, and Department of Defense's
‘America Supports You' program hosted the event

Gen

Military Appreciation Month is a nationwide obser
vance honoring current and former members of the
armed forces, including those who have died in ser-
vice of our nation.

Sinise is renowned for his role as Lt. Dan in the movie
“Forrest Gump,” and currently stars in the CBS televi
sion series “CSI: NY.” Sinise and the Lt. Dan Band have
performed at United Service Organizations concerts for
men and women at American military bases across the
United States, Europe and the Middle East. After visit-
ing Iraq, Sinise started the ASY homefront group “Op-
eration Iraqi Children” with author Laura Hillenbrand
that sends school supplies to children in Iraq.

Additionally, representatives from more than 40
homefront groups from around the country joined
in this celebration. These organizations help ser-
vice members and their families in a vanety of ways
including sending letters and care packages to the
troops, providing pre-paid phone cards and sponsor-
ing wellness retreats.

MEMBER SERVICES
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JOB, from 1A

the machines. )

“You pay more attention
to your surroundings be-
cause you can't see as far,”
explained Cpl. Jeremy D.
Fuka, a Logistics Vehicle
System operator with the
platoon. “It doesn't pose a big
iomhlem," explained the 22-
vear-old from Hampshire,
1l1. “Everyone’s a skilled op-
erator out here.”

Their proficiency with
the machines cannot be
achieved if the communica-
tion between the drivers and
the ground guides doesn’t
work.

“We're totally dependent
on [the ground guide],” ex-
plained Cpl. Joseph W. Mee-
cico, one of the heavy equip-
ment operators who was
moving barriers for more
than eight hours, working
inside the tractor, rubber-
tired, articulated steering,

his job for five years
worked with a ple:
diferent hand ang . ;
nals to communicy

the ground to the ca §

working with the §
he has been impres;
their teamwork.

“We've got a goo

here,” explained
year-old from Soda
Idaho. “We all perfo
ty good.”

With the new ba
place, the Rhinos
area a safer place in
changing landscape

“It's quiet out he
Fuka said as the nig
away and a new de
brightening the are:
vealing the work th
had finished to a
crowd of Iraqis. “C
has calmed down a
we have good secus
which makes us f¢
better.”

For now, it will

Sgt. Kardell D.Anderson, mission commander for Heavy Equipment Platoon, Engineer Co
Squadron 374, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing,

mpany, Marine Wing Support
helps a tractor, rubber-tired, articulated steering, multi-purpose vehicle opera-

tor guide a concrete barrier to its new location underneath a bridge outside Habbaniyah. Tyler B. Barstow

A truck owned by a Marine is stopped after rolling several times in an accident.
Lt.Gen. Keith Stalder,commanding general, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, recently
signed an order aimed at reducing the number of Il MEF Marines and sailors in-
volved in motor vehicle accidents. Photo courtesy of the Jacksonville Police Department

when they fail to take the appropriate
action to prevent the mishap.
The new order comes with several

Si F?(;mn 1A

increase of fatalities due to motorcycle

related accidents forms to fill out pertaining to all
Since January there have been 15 types of vehicles, both on- and off-
motorcycle accidents; 87 percent of the road, driving experiences, accidents,
wecidents were fatal. Excessive speed, insurance and other aspects. The
Jdeohol, loss of control and driver records will be maintained by the unit
fatigue were found to be causes of the safety officer.
wccidents Every member of II MEF is personally
T'he order lists several reasons for the responsible for ensuring compliance
increase in injuries and fatalities from with this order prior to the purchase
motor vehicle collisions or operation of a motor vehicle, Stalder
Individual Marines and sailors are said.
not being held accountable for their Any violations of the order are
actions that contribute to mishaps such punishable under the Uniform Code
as reckless behavior, willful disregard of Military Justice, and it is legally
of orders and regulations, and violating enforceable to the General Courts
state and federal laws,” Stalder said. Martial level.
The order also states that Marines Any further information and details
ind sailors who witness or know of are available through the unit safety
unsafe acts must be held accountable officer or can be found in the order.

Military
Means Business
For Your Business.

Beautiful Smiles
One Visit!

CEREC has revolutized the way our practice can deliver
treatment to patients like you. This high-tech equipment
allows us to restore damaged teeth in a single visit. The
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SUCCESS, from 1A
we're finding.”

The effectiveness of the Marine's ap-
proach is already evident on the ground.

“We have seen that they are starting
to have trouble reinforcing and getting
arms,” said Lt. Col. Kent Hayes, execu-
tive officer, 24th MEU. “Because we've
seen fighters coming in from other areas,
the rest of Helmand, rather than from just
around Garmsir, that is telling us about
the success we're having, that we are af-
fecting and disrupting them. We are de-
feating the ememy when they oppose us
and, when they reinforce, we're defeating
them as well.”

Success in the region is complex; not de-
fined merely by defeating insurgents, but
also by the manner in which you aid the
people who live there.

During lulls in the fighting, Afghan citi-
zens began bringing children to the Marines
for medical treatment, including an 11-year-
old boy with abdominal wounds, which his
father said was inflicted by insurgents. He,
as well as one baby, have been treated and
returned safely to their families.

“I think the most telling aspect is that, an
Afghan citizen of Garmsir had no qualms

multi-purpose vehicle.
Meccico has been doing

1]
oy’
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about bringing his wounded child t §§§ camp 1

ly established Marine position wk @ in 2

rines were heavily armed,” said P fere f2

“Here is a man who has first-hanc ke of &

ence of life under the Taliban. H [ Corps
that with them there is no offer of

plan and no future. He knows we @} jeploye

to help.” 35, 2006

As the fighting stabilized in ar
rines also were able to find and m
village leaders. In meetings with
elders, the sun-aged, bearded m
that the two sides could “join toge
fight the Taliban. “When you prote
will be able to protect you.”

As for how long this operation
or how far south the Marines will
insurgents, it is yet to be determin
“This is the start,” said Hayes. “Wi
in Garmsir. As far as ending it, I
you that it’s not time-driven. We w
Garmsir at the time and place of ou
ing.”

To date, the Marines have disco)
caches. The caches contained vari
mines, rocket propelled grenades,
and IED making materials. They a
tified and control detonated six I!
discovered and destroyed several p
enemy positions.
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MP HANSEN, Oki-
__When Capt. Robert
cher was killed Oct. 8,
in Iraq, he was where
@ nted to be and doing
Wl he loved, say those
W new him.

¥ ar the Sept. 11 terror
i s, “the only thing he
¥ ranted was to get into
% kind of action,” Dr.
‘8.re Secher said of his
“ Wy artillery officer with
~ "W \farine Regiment, 3rd
¢ Division.

s regiment honored
r's life and service by
1ng the 12th Marines’
.. #3upport Training Fa-
N on Camp Hansen as
4p Hall in a ceremony
j where family and
ies spoke of his dedica-
o the Corps and coun-

¥, 1t )
ﬂe fne

st hﬁﬂd
liban,
) offer of
10WS W 4

ther deployed to Iraq

ed n arg
d and
g8 With

litary Training Team
he 11- to 19-member
rded ph WS .comgn'sed_ mostly
o tog Marine hxpedlplonary
;m prme:' 3 ofﬁcers. attached to I
: 1e Expeditionary Force
st deployment to_ Hit,
s ] between Ramad‘l and
~ " Jadin Anbar province.
‘eie;rm‘;n ther and the other Ma-
' N85ere to train Iragi in-
1 battalions to conduct
ndent operations, ac-
to Capt. Jared Lau-
of the officers who
'with Secher in Irag.
enlisted members of
looked up to Sech-

‘Th_f‘}" f Petty Officer Mat-
e e enidl At the
everal

m. 25, 2006, as part

renaming ceremony Friday.

“We followed him because
he was that leader,” the one
who went the extra mile,
Leonard said.

One incident sticks in his
mind about Secher.

Leonard said it was the
“end of a long day and frus-
trations of dealing with the
Iraqis” when he was direct-
ed to go on a patrol into the
city to care for a young Iraqi
girl who had been injured
in a household accident.
Secher immediately started
getting ready to go, too, tell-
ing him, T can’t let you go by
yourself,” “ Leonard said.

It wasn’t the only time
Secher went above and be-
yond for the team.

There was a particularly
bad September day in which
a nearby U.S. unit had been
involved in sustained com-
bat and several of its leaders
were injured, Leonard said.

He and others were pre-
paring to provide additional
support. Secher was asked
at the last minute to come
along for his expertise as an
artillery officer and his prior
experience as an enlisted
machine gunner.

After eight hours of in-
tense combat, Leonard said,
“I joked and said, ‘Bet you're
sorry I came and got you.” “

Secher told him, “No,
there is no place T would
rather be than where I am
right now,” Leonard re-
called.

A fateful day

Capt. Laurin recalled the
day Secher was killed. Most
of the training team had

convoyed to Al Asad to have
their Humvees up-armored,
he said.

Secher and another offi-
cer remained in Hit to lead
an Iraqi patrol. During the
patrol, Secher was shot in
the head and evacuated to a
nearby hospital, Laurin said
in an interview. He remem-
bers that the team detoured
to the hospital on the return
to Hit to see Secher for what
would be the last time.

“We got-to hold his hand
as he passed away,” Laurin
said.

By Oct. 8, 2006, Secher
had participated in more
than 200 convoys and 50
mounted and dismounted
combat patrols in the heart
of the Sunni insurgency, ac-
cording to a Marine biogra-
phy.

He was awarded the
Bronze Star with Combat V
device for valor for actions
during his deployment.

“He was a good son,” said
his mother, Elke Morris,
who attended the renaming
ceremony on Okinawa. He'd
wanted to serve in the mili-
tary from a very young age,
she added.

Secher enlisted in the
Marine Corps as a machine
gunner in 1990 when he was
74

“T never saw him more
proud than when he was in
dress uniform at Parris Is-
land,” said Morris.

She added, “There was
nothing he desired more
than to be in charge of a few
good Marines.”

In 1998, after completing

a bachelor’s degree in politi-
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'For all contra

wiitten before Mav 31st, 2008 |
d bﬂﬁ@p}'\ successful closing. |

ome out Saturday and Sunday
for our Parade of Homes
and take a personal tour!

17 Brand New Homes
Ready to Move In Today!

Sales Center - Open Daily
| At first entrance to Sterling Farms. Look for the flags.
- Monday-Friday, 11-5:30, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 12-5

{Adjacent to Morton Elementary School)

For more information, call

866-750-0194

- www.SterlingFarmsNC.com

Directions: Take Piney Green Rd. to Old 30, turn right and
proceed 1.6 miles'to Sales Center on left. A

,amp Hansen honors life,
fervice of ‘proud’ Marine

Mayj. Gen. Robert B. Neller, commander of 3rd Marine Division, talks with Elke Morris and
Dr. H. Pierre Secher before the start of a ceremony to honor their son Capt. Robert M.
Secher, who was killed in Iraq in October 2006. Cindy Fisher

cal science, Secher became
an artillery officer. With the
13th Marine Expeditionary
Unit, he was one part of the
first wave into Afghanistan
in 2001, said his father. Af-
ter that deployment, his son
told him Iraq was next.

“Robert wanted to do this
all his life,” Pierre Secher
said. “When he fell, after
you got over the pain of his
death, you knew that’s the
way he wanted to die.”

Remembering Secher
Secher’s death has made
a lasting impression on

those who knew him.

“Since Oct. 8, 2006, there
has not been a day since that
I haven’t thought of him,”
Leonard said.

Laurin, who “immediate-
ly looked up to him” when he

met Secher in 2005, said he
“will always miss the days
[in Hit] when we would sit
and smoke cigars and talk
about home.”

Lt. Col. Victor Bunch said
Secher represented the best
of the combat advisers who
served in Iraq in 2006.

“I was most certainly not
the better man, but I am a
better Marine for having
served with him.” Bunch
said.

Secher also had an effect
on the lives of people who
knew him for only a short
time, said his father.

Pierre Secher recalled
receiving a bouquet of roses
in October 2007 that was
accompanied by a note that
read, “Exactly one year ago
your son saved my life.”

The note was from Cpl.

Ryan Gary who visited the
Secher family in January.
Gary had known Secher for
five days in Iraq. But he said
it was the training Secher
provided during those five
days that kept him alive
when he was in a vehicle
hit by roadside bomb, Pierre
Secher said.

The building now named
for her late son has addition-
al meaning for Morris.

“He was just one of the

4,000 who did their duty

and made the ultimate sac-
rifice,” she said. “I am proud
that it has Robert’'s name,
but I do see it as also repre-
sentative of the others who
have died ... that they not
be forgotten.”

Editor’s note: Reprinted
with permission from the
“Stars and Stripes.”
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ramural skeet

ot

\ters are invited

wticipate in the

amural Team Skeet

petition today at

Jamp Lejeune Skeet

ge. Teams will

ist of five primary

ters and one

Jnate. At least four

3 members must

ctive duty. Federal

(loyees, Marine

5s Community

rices employees and

ractors assigned to

it may participate,

can only fill two

J tions on a team.

der of Intent forms

4 be picked up at the

amural Sports Office

S oettge Memorial

) 4 d House. For more
J lrmation, call

’ -2061:

Jallenge soccer
~outs

low County boys are
‘ted to try-out for the
Challenge Soccer

4 m starting May 27.
‘more information,
'326-2873.

Juth Fishing

Ly

N

“

Camp Lejeune
ironmen‘cal

servation Branch
IRl sponsor a youth
| ng event, hosted

rpll¥the Lejeune
and Gun Club,
eduled for June 7,
Jrting at 8:30 a.m.
_—derested parties

Id gather at

"!i Pond, near the
lersection of Julian
mith Road and
zalez Boulevard.
the kids, their
ing gear and
| the action. For
ormation, call 451-
36 or 451-5226.

. i

'n

)If tournament

e Country Club
Crystal Coast
Pine Knoll Shores,
Team entry is

b and individual

'y is $70. Players
ompete for

rous prizes and
in cash: For
yrmation, call 252-

Pp ciation for
m' Ailitary personnel
l J.:tending free

imission to active

other home games
ghout the season,
ary members
reserved seating
4. For more

Web site at www.
stonindians.com.

Coastal Carolina
ball Federation

en to players

ears and older.

ers and coaches are
ed to fill out the

mp Lejeune team.
more information,
Christopher Smith
52-622-4201 or

Cpl. Patrick Fleischman
Marine Corps Base

More than 2,200 runners
and walkers participated in
Hope for the Warrior's 3rd
Annual Run for the Warriors
starting in front of Camp
Lejeune’s Goettge Memorial

emotionally and financially
then we could have ever
hoped for,” said Toni Aurilio,
race director for Hope for

Jamie Cameron
Assistant managing editor

Field House May 17.

Raising more  than.
$115,000, the event
was  “more  successful

w.camplejeuneglobe.com

the Warriors.

The mission of Hope for
the Warriors is to enhance
quality of life for U.S. service
members and their families
nationwide  who  have
been adversely ‘affected by
injuries or death in the line
of duty, according to the
organization’s Web site.

“By uniting the entire
community, military
and civilian aliké, this
event embraces Wounded
Warriors and their families
in the shared belief that

civilian supporters.

and their families.

Eastern Carolina’s rite of spring is ready to tee-off
with the fifth annual Marine Corps Celebrity Classic golf
tournament, scheduled to run June 6-8.

With dozens of present and past celebrities from
professional sports and show business registered to
participate, the tournament and its array of satellite
events promises a memorable weekend for military and

Most-importantly, the tournament will raise charitable
funds to be distributed to three organizations that have
dedicated themselves to the well-being of service members

This years beneficiaries are: The Wounded Warrior
Disabled Sports Project, United Services Organization of
North Carolina and Hope for the Warriors.

The MCCC kicks off June 5 and 6 with pro/am rounds
‘played aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune’s
Paradise Point Golf Course and the Jacksonville Country
Club, but the real action starts June 7. After playing their
first competitive round in the two-day tournament, players
will be on hand in the evening to partake in the traditional
Family Night with the Stars — to take place on the Parade
Field at Camp Lejeune, starting at 6:30 p.m. Volunteers
are preparing to feed as many as 10,000 participants with
a barbecue feast with all the trimmings and all of the
celebrities will be there to meet and greet the fans.

Attendees will be rubbing shoulders with the likes of last
year’s tournament champion, Leonard “Truck” Robinson,
a two-time NBA all-star who led the league in rebounding
in 1978; professional baseball players like Mike Trambley, -
who spent 11 years in the majors and Davey Johnson, a
four-time all-star with three Golden Glove awards and,
perhaps most-notably, managed the New York Mets to
the World Series Championship in 1986; John Ashton,
a star of the Silver Screen and television, known widely
for his roll in the “Beverly Hills Cop” series; Jacksonville,
N.C.s native son, Tyrone Willingham, head footbgll coach
at the University of Washington and, of course, crowd-
favorite, Jim McMahon, who won the 1986 Super Bowl as

See CLASSIC, 98

“there s

hope beyond
recovery,” according to Amy
Koury, director of marketing
for Hope for the Warriors.

Distances of the race ranged
from 10-kilomoter, 5K and
one mile. The distances were
timed using a computer chip,
which  electronically  stores
the runmers number, thus
producing an exact timestamp
for points throughout the race
for each runner.

Hope for the Warriors also
issued a “Unit Challenge.”
This was an opportunity for

Run for the Warriors finishes strong

a

Carlos Moleda, as well as seven' other push and hand crank bikers, led Hope for the Warrior’s 3rd annual Run for the Warriors, which started in front
Camp Lejeune’s Goettge Memorial Field House May 17. “I came here to race for the guys and their families; this money goes to a great cause ... | hope
to do it again next year,” said Dan O’Connor, retired Marine and a hand crank bicycle racer. Cpl. Patrick Fleischman )

units to honor their brethren
wounded by entering and
running either the 5K or 10K.

Many units have their
own wounded Marines and
sailors so this challenge will
serve as a personal tribute

to their own, said Robin

Kelleher, president of Hope
for the Warriors.

Bringing these Marines
and sailors together has
led to many success stories,

explained Kelleher.
“We had two wounded
Marines training using

Celebrity Classic golf tournament. Staff Sgt. Michael Mink

Wilderness
Challenge

B

hand cycles — [due to'leg
injuries] Cory Willis and
Chad Jackson. Starting
at- our event led them to
race in the Marine Corps
Marathon,” she said. “These
kind of stories are what
makes this worth all of the
effort.” :

For more information
on how to donate o»
what events Hope for the
Warriors has | upcoming;
visit their Web site at www.
hopeforthewarriors.org 0%
call 910-938-1817. :

Marine Corps Celebrity Classic in final s‘cagesgE

Former NFL kicker, Efren Herrera, takes aim at a drive during last year’s Marine Cor;;é
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Columnist wilts under pressure

thousand

words.
There is no
e photo because
Lejeune Outdoors | 4idn't take
By Jamie Cameron one. even
though I set
out on a fishing expedition May
15 with the sole purpose of taking
pictures of fish and fishermen to
grace this page. I didn’t take any
pictures because we didn’t catch any
fish ... well, any fish I would be proud

enough to take a picture of anyway. |
didn’t take any pictures because I got
seasick — terribly seasick; the kind
of seasick that sends you to the rail
every 10 minutes to evacuate your
stomach contents into the roiling
ocean, even long after there are no
more contents in your stomach to
evacuate.

That’s right my friends; I was
stricken by the mal de mar and it
was bad.

It all started with a rave report of
the fishing out of Beaufort Inlet last
week. A couple of friends of mine,
Brian Degan and Jacqui Jenkins,
who happen to be engaged, posted
a banner day out there, hitting the
small reefs and wrecks out to 15
miles from shore. Their daily bag
included an Atlantic bonito, an
amberjack and more big bluefish
and legal-sized king mackerel than
you could shake a stick at. Pictures
from that trip showed a slick-calm
ocean, beautiful blue skies and a
school of hungry A.J.s that swam
around just under the hull of the
boat to inspect each and every fish
Brian and Jacqui brought in, to see
if it was small enough to devour for
themselves. In his e-mailed account,
Brian figured none of the smaller

: ater, ne
whole scene.

s of bonitos and
in my head, I
t trip with
en Mitchell,
pictures and get
very space in The
he sports section.

The offshore forecast last week
wasn’t exactly promising, but Brian
ised the morning of May 15 as
our best shot to get out and hammer
the local gamefish in his 20-foot
center console fishing boat. Our ‘best
shot’ turned out to be a marginal day
with a sporty 15-20 knot wind from
the southwest and choppy seas.

As we waited for Warren at the
dock (he had overslept our 5:30
a.m. departure time), listening to
the wind slap the flags flying above
us, I feigned bravery. The weather
couldn’t be helped; we'd set forth
like sea-faring men and conquer the
toothy denizens of the deep.

When sleepy-eyed Warren
rolled in some 15 minutes behind
schedule, we quickly stowed his
gear, tossed the lines and set out for
Beaufort Inlet and beyond. Within
20 minutes, I knew [ was in trouble.
The first flickers of nausea tickled
at my throat and my stomach roiled
with every swell.

Our plan was to first inspect the -

big channel markers that lead the
big ships through the inlet on their
final approach to the State Port in
Morehead City. Floating structures
such as these markers and buoys are
attractive to the cobia that migrate
up the East Coast in spring. If you
are unfamiliar with the cobia, you
are not alone. I have never caught
one, Or even seen one swimming
around for that matter. Also known
as ling and lemon fish, cobia grow
to over 100 pounds, fight like devils
and taste like the food of the gods.
We pulled up to each and every

hel marker, from one mile
inlet to five miles
13 markers in all.
one ler would take the
Aning in hand and cast
bucktail jig tipped with
. curly tail grub to entice a
.. When my turn came up
ird marker, I was already

ne and Dbattling back
the inevitable. After half-a-dozen
fruitless casts, I put the rod back in
its holder and retreated to the back
of the boat, where I proceeded to cast
my meager breakfast of cereal and
coffee to Poseidon and his mermaid

the
— some

minions.

I tried to rally — I truly did,
but the 3- to 5-foot waves would
not relent. I even gave up a couple
of turns at the cobia markers to
Warren and Brian, who seemed to
be suffering no ill affects at all from
the conditions at hand, but they are
saltier men than I am.

When we had exhausted all of the
channel markers without a showing
from a cobia, Brian turned the boat
west to try a wreck in 50 feet of
water for bonitos. I must be truthful
in telling you Brian gave me several
opportunities to call the trip short
and head back to the dock to end my
misery, but I refused. I told him if
our roles were reversed, I wouldn’t
go back for either of them. If that
seems harsh to you, then you don’t
know how true friends talk to each
other — at least, that’s how I talk
to mine.

A couple of fruitless drifts over
the wreck did not raise any bonito
to our lures, or even an insatiable
bluefish for that mattexr.

Finally, blessedly, our ongoing
bad luck made it honorable to turn
the boat around and head back to the
relative calm of the well-protected
Morehead City Turning Basin and
the boat ramp we had started from
some four hours before.

To their credit, the boys tried to
make sure I salvaged something
good from the trip. Once we got back
inside the inlet and the blood had
returned to my skin, Brian took us
for a short stop along the pilings of
the Morehead City high rise bridge,
where I baited up with strips of squid
and proceeded to catch undersized
black sea bass and hogfish by the
dozen.

With my pride fully-restored, it
was time to head in and take care
of the nagging hunger in the pit of
my stomach — and maybe brush my
teeth while I was at it.

I didn’t take any pictures.

e
]
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3 Share your photos online, log on to
N www.camplejeuneglobe.com

Fox expects Panthers hh
be rough, physical tea

Mike Cranston
APSportswriter

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — While John Fox dj
the casual clothes for an expensive dark sy
Wednesday, all the Carolina Panthers coach w;
to talk about was getting down and dirty.

As Fox answered questions from fans g
Charlotte Touchdown Club luncheon, he ma
clear why they spent the offseason drafting abry
running back and restocking the offensive line
five players weighing 325 pounds or more.

The Panthers took power running back Jong
Stewart of Oregon with the 13th pick in the
then gambled by trading away next year’s first-
pick to Philadelphia so they could take mam
offensive tackle Jeff Otah with the 19th pick.

Otah (325 pounds) joins new acquisi
Keydrick Vincent (825), Milford Brown (330), ©
Fonoti (350) and Geoff Schwartz (330) on a sud
giant line they hope will open plenty of hole
Stewart.

“If we stay healthy,” Fox said, “yowll be hag
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more information, call 451-0092.

Semper Fit Challenge

Passport =

: Ongone o8 0000

Pick up your Semper Fit Challenge Pass- ¢
port and win up to $300 in Mavine Corps

Exchange gift cards and other prizes. Pi

up your passport at any Semper Fit Fitne

Center. For more 1t
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Lejeune Scholarship

Foundation golf

tournament
Friday

The Lejeune Scholarship Foundation golf
tournament is scheduled to take place Fri-
day. The cost to register is $65 per player
and $260 per four-player team. Register
by Friday at www.lejeunealumni.com/
golf/golfform.php. For more information.
call Lisa Beavers at 151-2451, ext. 224,

Jacksonville-Onslow

Jacksonyille-Onsloy
Thomas Ma%

Jacksonville-Onslow Sports Commis-

ud Hall _OTT{\Nmo Vating Committee
1o host the sixth induction
acis \ Sports
Hall of Fame, el uded i this year's class is
: , who taught and coached
at Lejeune ‘School from 1956-1988.
‘ starting at 6 p.m.
Club. Tickets

Youth boxing program

June 2

call 451-2629.

June 7

Robinson at 455-341 1.

are $30 and include dinter. For more in-

formation, call 3{7-3131.

Cherry Point Sprint

May 31

The seventh leg of the 2008 Marine Co:

Grand Prix Series is scheduled to tak p$

May 31 aboard Marine Corps %ﬁm
" Sprint is

vy Point. The Cherry Poi

service members and civilians alike.
ut dm_naar. points are awarded to
Prix participants at each event. For

i e s ; e 7%

Running Club

Ongoing

workouts will areheld

mail craisno@ usme-mecs,org.

All-Marine Boxing Team head coach Ron
Simms will provide instruction to inter-
ested youths ages 8-17. The program is
scheduled to take place June 2 at the Avea
3 Gym — home of the All-Marine Bexing -
Team. Registration begins Monday, with
limited availability. For more information,

Marine Corps Celebrity
Classic volunteers needed

The United Services Organization North
Carolina Inc. Jacksonville Centeris in need
of velunteers to assist with the Marine Corps
Celebrity Golf Classic golf toarndment's Fam-
ily Fun Night. scheduled Juné? atthe parade
field aboard Marine Corps Base-Camp leje-
une. Volunteers will serve food to participants
and celebrities and will receive a USO t-shirt
for their efforts. For information, call Judy

The Camp Lejeune Running Club is free to
alyx:rwlnwﬂmtomalitﬂem-aaedit
miles at any area fitness center and receive a L5
free performance t-shirt after 500 miles. Track
every Tuesday, from
11:30 am- 12:30 pm. at Goettge Memorial
Field House: To leat more, call 451-7002 or e-

7002. i

bat stress. For more i

‘Ongo
Emerald Isle Parks:
Department spons
and pilates classes

students who wish
foundational skills: {
for information.

information, call 451-

Mixed martial arts and
combat fitness classes

Ongoing S
Marine Corps Community Services
Semper Fit, presents World Extreme
Cagefighting champion Brian Stann,
a Marine and mixed martial arts pro-
fessional fighter. Stann is instructin
the new program. which combines



http://www.clubjiujitsu.com
mailto:campleie.ufieswimteam@yahpo.com

111tarynot enough! Try the Wilderness Challenge

ce Cpl. Ryan Turnage 5
8 e Corps Base g ", ..
{08t people join the military in searcl

B once they meet that challeng

‘h" l’t B istration has already begun for the W

e 'Jdp Jlenge held in the Appalachian Mountair
r\mm otteville, W.Va. from Oct. 2 through 4

Irty, yith a maximum of 60 teams, the challenge

0 ran. ¥ ve-duty service members only, with the exceptior
)n-‘ h(.: ive retiree military teams. Each team must hawve
‘ftlngat, least one female for the exhausting event, which
Nsive [, M8 llenges participants in swimming, rafting, biking
More ing, as well as running.

hack,]‘ Registration is $700 per team and Morale, Welfare
: lin[h‘ | Recreation Department will assist any team with
ar's firy J-ments.

B | have put two teams together this year,” said Simon
Jth pick [l ler, who competed in the WC in 2006, taking second
' ce for the Marines and seventh place overall. “I plan
taking first place this year.”

darine Corps Community Services has paid for both
ms’ entrance fees, as well as provided them with a
card for travel to and from the challenge. According
the Wilderness Challenge Web site, Marines only
ke up 16 percent of the 60 teams. “There is no reason
y we shouldn’t be crushing the other services every
i,” said Miller.

Miller and his teammates train Monday through
ursday for each event. “It’s hard to motivate
dividuals] to train for something that nobody has
bn heard of,” he said. “We need more Marines and
lors to get involved in the Wilderness Challenge and
represent our branches the way they are portrayed.”
All those interested in competing must know that the
Iderness Challengeisextremely physicallydemanding
d some may not be fit to try. For more information
the Wilderness Challenge or to obtain a registration
m, visit their Web site, www.wildernesschallenge. :
{ or contact Mike Bond, Wilderness Challenge event A duckie is a  combination of a raft, canoe and kayak in which two team members will paddle through Class | to Il
yrdinator, at 757-887-7256. whitewater rapids. Courtesy photo

" BEFORE YOU TAKE [T OFF,
tLTHINK ABOUT HOW WELL IT FITs.

| Live FREE for a Year

(No kidding. No catch.)

The uniform reprasents more than 231 years of history and tradition. It's the identity morn Ly the courngeans and henarable siace e Rawiaton y
War. Camad through discipling, hani work and dedication. Respactsd by sil. Faep your uniform en sod comfnue making Mivtery Ses yusr Prio
Sarvics Recrultar about the mary benefits and oppartunities with the Marine Corpa Raservs or call 1800 MARINGS or vish MASINIS COM

ONCE A MARINE. ADWAYS A MARINE.
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OWN IT MAY 27

On Sale at 12:01a.m. at Hadnot Pt. C-Storel
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Surf Citys Best New Home Value From The Mid $200%! STALLONE

Wil Sy Al
oy you P, | Spacious homes from 1,742 t0 2,709 sq.
S p. one full yeart* No catches, no Decorated Model Home Now Open

gimmicks! See a sales Sales centers open Mon—Fri 10-5, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-6
representative for details |
on this limited time offer. |

* Get more home for your |
' money with a FREE bonus

room or fi.ﬁn and a long list THE VILLAGES AT -

of included features. |

wimenmrs | 1 URTLE CREEK

minutes from Topsail |
Beaches with st-class Surf City, North Carolina - (910) 329-1024

planned amenities. www. TurtleCreekNC.com

FROM WILMINGTON: Take Re. 17 ake Re. 17 Sourh to le
(Market Streer) North to right onto Highway 210 East O v 0 ( oc) " proximareh
(A nes Lowe's). Follow approximatcly 1:7 miles o 210. Turde Creek , STALLONE PROVES
irdeCroek v leh: R osamareti e Gice NE PRI
= “THE MOST | ONCE AGAIN WHY
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DILSHEIMER
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FIRST BLODD
FIRST BLOOD PART 1

You can make a difference. §+s+-soo GUARANTEED LOW PRICE [, T

8- SEE SALESPERSON FCR DETAILS ERTriTyerr
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http://www.wildernesschallenge

The Globe, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

S

X%.
"y

line of duty. Cpl. Patrick Fleischman

2nd Tanks wins Unif

Lt. Col. Jeffrey Fultz, commanding officer of 2nd Tank

runners participated in the challenge. Money raise

Challenge

Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, leads his battalion to win the

Unit Challenge of Hope for the Warrio:j"sf 3rdhar'1m(1:al Run ft;r the Warriors May 17.“We are happy to support our
i e sacrificed for their Corps an dic

:';':Iairj;zn:f sgl:tt:ir:gwt:: I\::::rd out about the run and zncouragipg the Marines and sail'c,)rs .of ZnId TaMnks t: l—r:r:'tzgl(;

pate, although it didn’t take too much encouraging bec_ause this is such a worthy cause, said Fultz. ore tha

d will help Hope for the Warriors to enhanc_e quality of I!fe for

US Service Members and their families nationwide who have been adversely affected by injuries or death in the

Country. The NCOs and SNCOs of the battalion did

A

o,

Joseph Bouchard with the 169th Military Police Company, Police Transition Team, 2nd Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment,

Regimental Combat Team 5, competes in the bench-press event of the Superman Competition held at the Morale
Welfare and Recreation Center in Al Qa’im, Iraq, May 8. Lance Cpl. Joshua Murray

Lance Cpl. Joshua Murray

Regimental Combat Team 5§

AL QA’'IM, Iraq — Marines,
soldiers and sailors all lift weights
for! their own reasons. Some service
members dedicate all their free time
to grueling workout schedules.

At Camp Al Qa'im, Iraq, the
staff of the Morale Welfare and
Recreation center recognizes an
indiyidual once a month for his
weightlifting efforts.

Military members from around
the base came to the MWR here,
Mays8, to test their strength with
fellow athletes. After registration
closed down, brief rules were read
before the competition began.

“Everyone chooses how much
weight they can lift and gets one
chance to lift it,” said Robert Buck,
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an MWR coordinator, who then
called out the first contestant to the
bench-press event.

Total scores came from adding
the pounds lifted during a bench-
press, squat and dead-lift. Service
members techniques varied
depending on which event they
specialized in,

“If you know that your best event is
benching, then you have to conserve
energy during the squat and dead-lift
to focus efforts on that one event,”
said Lance Cpl. Philip Swain, 21, an
infantryman with 2nd Battalion, 2nd
Marines, Regimental Combat Team
5, from Louisville, Ky.

Some men struggled to lift more
weight than they could handle,
resulting in scores of zero during
certain events. The MWR staff kept
track of scores, and following the
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final dead-lift of the evening, they
determined the winner.

Cpl. Charles Thomas, 21, an
infantryman with Company
G, 2nd Bn., 2nd Marines, from
Hendersonville, N.C., claimed the
win with two overall top scores
in squatting, 435 pounds, and
dead-lifting, 515 pounds. His total
combined score with the bench press
was 1,225 pounds.

The staff doesnothand out awards
or prizes for these achievements,
but in recognition, Thomas’ picture
will hang on the wall of the MWR
with other’s who joined the “1,200
club” before him.

The only words from Thomas as he
left were, “T’ll be here next month.”

But withnew competitors arriving
all the time, anything could happen
during the next contest.

" Loans From
$500 - §2,500!
' Approval in

Superman competition builds morale

Athletes of the Year

Press release

Marine Corps Community Services

UANTICO, Va. — Justine Whipple anq Kenne
Yov?ng have been selected as the U.S. Marine Cor
Female and Male Athletes of the Year for 2007.
pair will be honored at the Marine Corps Sporf,’sh_;' |
of Fame Induction Luncheon Ceremony at the Chl,tkg" I
Quantico in Quantico, Va., ondJuly 18, at 11 am.f =

Whipple, a native of Duxbury, Mass. aqd gradu
of the U.S. Naval Academy, is curreqtly assigned to ]
U.S. Olympic Training Center. During 2007, Whi‘
captured women'’s first place honors at the Lone St
Triathlon in Galveston, Tex. and won her-cons. \

Jollegiate National Championship as mids}n? na
Upon receiving her commission, Whipple do ning
the women’s division at the Armed Forces Tm,at__;'
Championship at Point Mugu, Calif. and'earned
under-23 National Title at the International Triathloy
Union, Longmount Triathlon, in Colorado with
time of 2:08:14. Whipple’s Armed Horces Triathl
Championship finish qualified her to compete ai; i
Conseil International duSport Militaire (C1ISM) M111"°
World Games in Hyderabad, India where she won ¢}
silver medal. Whipple's other accomplishments includ)
a 14th place finish at the U-23 World Championships i
Hamburg, Germany; 10th place finish at the Los 3
Triathlon and a fifth place finish at the Treasure Isla
ITU Continental Cup. ; :

Young, a Watch Team Chief at the Marine Corp
Operations Center, at Headquarters Marine. Confp)f
Arlington Va., had more than 20 top-10 cyclin
finishes in 2007. Young’s accomplishments incluc
the Virginia Criterium Master's State Champiol
Virginia State Points Race champion (Elite Track
Grand Prix of Silver Spring Champion; second pla
finish at the Mid-Atlantic Road Race Championshii
(30+); second place finish at the Church Creel Tim)|
Trial (Pro/1/2); third place finish at the Chantill
Criterium (Pro/1/2); second place finish at
Mid-Atlantic Elite Level Best All Around Ride
Competition; fourth place finish in the U.S. Nation:
Master’s Criterium Race and was named as the 200
Cadence Cycling and Multisports Cyclist of the Yean
Young was selected to the 2007/2008 Armed Forc
Cycling team during the fall of 2007 and continues )
contribute to the team’s success.

For more information about the Athlete’s of the Yea
program or the Marine Corps Sports Hall of Fam
please contact Steven Dinote, HQMC Semper Fit, 702
784- 9542, or e-mail, sieven.dinote@usme.mil.
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