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~ COVID-19 test sample inventory
FEOOFVAIVABRLERE

U

Petty officer 2nd Class Bridget Greene, Hospital Corpsman, inventories COVID-19 test samples at the U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa,
Aug. 15, 2020.
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* This photo has been altered by blurring out personal identifiable information on the test tube samples. EEIHEANIEREEICEDIVTH VY TIVITIFHL
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%ﬁ% Z7J:U (From Editor's Desk)
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Although the Marine Corps in Okinawa has undeFEone the difficult time
with COVID-19 in recent months, we hope for our readers' well being.
This edition contains many COVID-19- related articles to introduce the
current situation of the Marine Corps in Okinawa under the COVID-19

We were unable to publlsh an article about the Kinser Battle of Oklna-
wa Historical display, which v was originally planned to be featured for
four consecutlve?dmons due to the lack of pages. However, please look
forward to it in the winter issue." -y

Some good news is that we could add a new “Readers’ Voices” in this
issue. As an editor, the voices of our readers are extremely valuable and
i# 30 precious, for it will be very helpful in improving the "Big Circle". Thank
you to those who gave us feedback and we look forward to recieving
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w HeIIo how are you?

| see Marlnes are actlvely involved in volunteer and enwronmental activi-
ties. | can learn from |t

You featured toilet p: paper in the magazine this time.

| know that some toilet paper was made from waste paper but | didn’t
know one ton gf-\&?ste paper equals to about 20 trees in calculation and
recycling waste paper saves electricity and water. That deepened my
k?owledge | was |mpressed that we could save in double and triple ways
if We recycle paper. It makes me wanting to make a good contribution
from now on.
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It is sad to see the Shisa with face mask on, but we can get through this

together and not lose to COVID-19.
L ‘ * Nerome, Urasoe
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Big Circle was called “Okina Wa” from the
first issue in July 2002 to the 15th issue in
Spring 2006. We put “O-kina-wa” in the
way close to Japanese pronunciation.
AREGEIT2002F7ARITISH 52006 FFENE
155 % T Okina Wa) ERFEENTUVE LA
FEIEHARBOREZIGLVT M0-kina-wal &
2AMUTRT T EIELFE LT,
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IntrOdUC“"]g FO LE ST No 213 PublishedinAug 2020

FOLEST is a bilingual newsletter that Ms. Hiroko Tomimura, Camps Foster and Lester community relations specialist, has
been publishing since 1998. FOLEST is an acronym that combines portions of both the Foster and Lester names. It has been
distributed to local government offices and several restaurants around Camp Foster and Lester. Big Circle is republishing
FOLEST to share. the information of differences in people’s lifestyles on and off base.

time line of Marine Corps initiatives
COVID-19 in Okinawa instead of the back |
numbers.

COVI D1 9 t|me| | ne from May Military related issues are in black letters, and Okinawa in red

- 5 May: Food Court reopened.
16 May: Annual Nationwide High School Baseball Competition “Koushien” was decided to be
cancelled
20 May: No mask was needed at cardio
21 May: Gym and food court were reopened
21 May: Most Okinawan schools began, local bus resumed operation with normal schedule i
25 May: Island Sports Competition 2020 for Junior High Schools was cancelled.
1 Jun: Traveling between Okinawa mainland and scattered islands resumed '
2 Jun: More gates are opened
4 Jun: Loosened HPCON
5 Jun: Stopped taking temperature

{ 17 Jun: HPCON was lowered to level “B”

] 2 Jul: One family member on Camp McTureous found infected

i 7 Jul: Okinawa Prefecture recorded 68 days in a row with zero infected

‘ 8 Jul: 2 Okinawans found infected. One from Okinawa mainland and the other from Ishigaki island

9 Jul: 5 military related individuals found infected on MCAS Futenma. Several from Camp Hansen

9 Jul: Chatan Town protest against local hotel used for isolation of US military related.

10 Jul: Cluster was found on MCAS Futenma and Camp Hansen. US military announced that no detail

of number infected is to be released due to privacy.

11 Jul: HPCON was raised again to level “C”

12 Jul: LtGen Clardy commented that US mil will not block releasing the number of infected.

14 Jul: PCR test started to be conducted to all new comers at Kadena Air Base

15 Jul: 36 found infected from Camp Hansen

16 Jul: Local taxi driver infected after gave rides to Marines from to Camp Hansen around 4 Jul.

17 Jul: Isolation for new comers from US to a hotel in Chatan ended. It changed to isolating people

leaving Okinawa instead.

18 Jul: 2 from US military Total number infected from US mil reached 143. Total number of Okinawans

infected 149

- 21 Jul: 5infected from MCAS Futenma, Total infected 148 from US military getting close to 155 from

~ Okinawan.

21 Jul No one found infected from PCR test conducted to 198 local staff working on US military b

: A 50’s local staff on Kadena AB found infected.
14 infe rom US military, total 163. 5 from local side, total 162. Number of US .
kinawa. S




Marines and sailor volunteers pay attention to the

instructions of how to sort out trash in disignated bags.
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Marine Regiment pulls out a big piece of

trash from the sand.

, 3rd Battalion,
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Lance Cpl. Franky Gao
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P Continued from Page 8

fragments of Japan was
impressed by seeing the
residents devoted their
time to clean up, and
seriously involved in their
community.

The beach cleanup
ended at 8 a.m. Larger
ocean waste was piled
up in a few spots on the
beach for later removal.
Marines and sailors
put their bags together
with the ones that local
residents and Okinawa
Defense Bureau members
collected.

According to Petty
Officer First Class Jadione
L. Graham, a hospital
corpsman and the
volunteer coordinator
from the battalion, it
was refreshing for his
members since it was

the first event they had
as a group with the local
community after a 14-day
quarantine for COVID-19
upon arriving in Okinawa.
He was surprised to see
that more volunteers had
joined the event than he
expected.

"I hope for continuous
relationships in the
future. Not just the
cleanups but we have
other events, such as
a Sumo tournament,
as well. | would like
to provide more
opportunities for us
to get together for the
better understanding of
each other," Tanahara
stated at the end of the
cleanup while offering
volunteers a drink and
snack.

Story and Photos by Yoshie
Makiyama

HRANYMIFr IV E-TVET,

Currently NO festivals or open-gate events are
" scheduled for Oct-Dec 2020.

BHIERIZEEE:098-970-5829 (HEEDE ICHAZED /1
CTHERRLIEE LY,
RAZZRBIHEMND L V=% - Fh ARV A Z RS TIIEE &Y,
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clean up the Kushi beach.
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=z Marines and sailors work together to
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Service member carries trash while
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looking for more.
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Volunteer Marines and sailors from 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division listen to the greet from Kenei Tanahara, Kushi
district mayor.

AEXDOHFREBRXEDHREZBA ST ICEMLUIEBE,
= Photo taken June 28, 2020 B, 2020565281

One way to know your neighbor: Deployed
service members help in beach cleanup

A month-and-a-half after
coming to Okinawa for six
months training as part
of the unit deployment
program, the Marines and
sailors from 3rd Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, 1st
Marine Division joined local
residents to clean up Kushi
Beach in Nago.

At 7 a.m. on Sunday June
28, when having marked
the 59th day on Okinawa
without a new confirmed
case of COVID-19, two vans
drove into Kushi District
Community Center. While
Kushi residents, including

8 — Fall 2020

the district mayor and
members of Okinawa
Defense Bureau waited, 17
Marines and sailors stepped
out from the vans. "A lot of
them," someone said with
surprise.

Kushi district was going
to have a harrii, commonly
known as dragon boat race,
event that day. However,
due to COVID-19, the event
was cancelled. Instead,
the residents decided to
conduct the beach cleanup,
which they normally do prior
to the boat races.

"I'm glad the Marines

and sailors accepted my
invitation. Even just for
one hour, | hope they have
a chance to get to know a
piece of our community,"
said Kenei Tanahara, the
Kush district mayor.
Seventeen volunteers from
California engaged in as
soon as they were instructed
how to sort out the trash
while Kushi residents were
spread out already on the
beach picking up trash.
Some found small trash like
bottle caps, candy wrappers,
straws or plastic bags, and
some pulled out rather big

items buried in the sand like
bottles, containers and nets.
"I'am here every year to
clean up the beach but
it is good to have more
people to join us. Especially
Marines and sailors with
more strength help a lot
when we found bulk waste,"
Teruko Tanahara, a member
of Kushi Senior Club and
Provost Marshal’s Office
retiree, commented.
Lance Cpl. Franky Gao,
3rd Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment who participated
in the volunteer to explore

Continued on Page 6 P
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P Continued from Page 14 (Town)

side by side with Marines
daily, the employees' big-
gest concern was ensuring
that new service members
coming to the island are not
infected with COVID-19.

Bowers answered that all
individuals flying to Oki-
nawa will immediately be
placed on restriction of
movement (ROM) and that
before they exit, they are
required to have a negative
PCR test.

Another question in re-
gards to the coworkers who
may have tested positive
was how host nation em-
ployees would be informed
if a Marine colleague was
infected.

U.S. Navy Capt. David
Krulak, commanding officer
of USNHO, answered that
as soon as someone test-
ed positive, the hospital
contact-trace teams starts
tracing the possible close
contacts of the person,
which includes people with-
in 6 feet and for over 10

10 — Fall 2020

S .

minutes, and notifies those
individuals.

How the Marine Corps
releases the numbers of
positive patients daily was
in question, Bowers in-
formed the audience that
MCIPAC releases the num-
bers around 12 p.m. every
day for the last 24 hours on
both English and Japanese
social media. He empha-
sized that the number
released are the accurate
numbers which are shared
with Okinawa Prefectural
Government (OPG).

When questioned why
host nation employees
are not allowed to use the
Naval Hospital for testing,
Krulak explained that OPG
asked for all host nation
employees be tested
through the local medical
system.

As for human relations
topics, Junko Mae Taira,
Civilian Human Resources
officer, said that if an em-
ployee shows no symptoms
but is in close contact with

family members that may
be infected, the manager
can have the employee tele-
work or authorize adminis-
trative leave.

During the livestream,
the audience questioned
if teleworking would affect
salaries, bonuses or steps,
for example one day versus
100 days of teleworking.
Host Nation Support officer,
Michael J. Neu, referred the
audience to the U.S. Forces
Japan memorandum issued
onJune 15.

Another audience asked if
their personal information
will be protected in the case
of them testing positive.
The answer from Krulak was
yes, patient privacy is one
of their biggest concerns.
However, OPG public health
authority requires hospitals
to provide certain informa-
tion in order to determine
close contacts and to pre-
vent further spread.

The question of why host
nation employees cannot
execute ROM on base was

brought up. According to
Neu, OPG requested all host
nation employees to use
the local medical system
and generally employees
do not meet the criteria for
being housed on base.
Several more questions
flowed in, such as how an
employee is designated as
mission essential, sign-in
sheets for visitors at some
offices, or guidance for host
nation employees traveling
off Okinawa or family mem-
bers visiting Okinawa. Each
question and concern was
answered by the experts.
"This is a total team effort
from our courageous host
nation employees working
extremely hard," Bowers
expressed his gratitude at
the end of the livestream.
"We depend on you and
your continued hard work
and efforts that we are able
to maintain our readiness
and continue to operate
even during those challeng-
ing time of uncertainty."

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

A Japanese employee listens to the
livestream.
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n, thinking importance of information share

Photo by Cpl. Karis Mattingly

approach and efforts towards preventive

communication with the host nation and

prefecture, while moving forward with

mitigating the spread of the disease.
More than anything, by informing

the residents of Okinawa and the

measures and maintaining their
neighboring municipalities as clearly as

operational readiness while preventing
,iepfssible, the Marine Corps hoped to

further spread of COVID-19. Also, it
was to show transparency and open

N FHREFBDEENZZEZS

media from Okinawa.
cases, Ichiro Umehara, Camp Courtney

On Aug. 26, when Camp Courtney
community relations specialist, Col.
G7 Government and External Affairs,
and Hidekazu Oshiro, G7 community
relations specialist, appeared on a local
radio show on FM Uruma to share the
latest COVID-19 situation on Camp
Courtney and the Marine Corps with the

identified more coronavirus positive
Neil J. Owens, director of MCIPAC

e reduce their anxiety and increase the

N
' The purpose of these meetings was to

- -

audience
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ven though U.S. Marines are
often pictured to be strong and
tough, they were not immune
to an outbreak of COVID-19. As
the world fell into a crisis, Marines in

Okinawa also experienced challenging

times.

In July, after five months without any

positive cases of COVID-19 for any
Marine Status of Forces Agreement

individuals, the threat of the disease ‘-
rapidly spread throughout Marine Corps
bases in Okinawa once the first case was

confirmed. -
About a week after.the first positive

ia ¥

 __

Em—— T

case for the Marine Corps in Okinawa,
Okinawa Prefecture announced two
people were infected for the first time in
69 days since the last case of COVID-19.
Because no one knew what caused the
re-emergence of COVID-19 in Okinawa,
the fear of this virus and its uncertainty
made people suspicious and wary. To
ensure transparency and to reassure

the people of Okinawa, Marine Corps
Installations Pacific conducted a series of

meetlngs

The Marine Corps in Okinawa and its

partner, U.S. Naval Hospital in Okmawa
opened its doors to the m cture’

- J:.---

-I

COVID-19 pandemic: Marines no exceptit
B OO0F VA IV ARRESE —

BEERK

on July 15. Marine Corps leadership
and medical health professionals met
with Okinawa Prefectural Government
representatives to discuss COVID-19
related information, in order to
improve cooperation, coordination and
information flow between U.S. and
Okinawan Health Officials.

Press conferences also took place on
July 24 with Japanese nationwide media
sources, Nippon Hoso Kyokai (NHK),
Japan’s only publlc b.roadcaster and
Kyodo Tsushin, a Japanese nonprofit
news agen Y. .“ﬂ lowed by another
conference a f days later with local

E |

Marineé',"r USNH, Okinawa Prefectural Govornment
discuss COVID-19

Okinawa Prefectural Government
representatives met with Marine
Corps Installations Pacific leadership
and medical health professionals to
discuss COVID-19 related information
on Camp Foster Naval Hospital, July
15.

Testing capabilities, tracing efforts
and reporting procedures of both OPG
and U.S. military entities were among
the many topics discussed during the
meeting.

“We are genuinely open to commu-
nicating so that both the U.S. military
and Okinawa government can fight
the spread of COVID-19,” said U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Col. Neil J. Owens, director
of MCIPAC Government and External
Affairs.

12 — Fall 2020

Members of each party filed into
the room, took their seats and went
around expressing their concerns and
ideas regarding Okinawa’s current
COVID-19 situation.

One topic of importance was the
preventative measures each entity
has emplaced in order to combat the
spread of COVID. MCIPAC has recently
enacted enhanced protective mea-
sures, which limits on-base activities
and prohibits off-base activities as
part of their combined efforts.

In regards to testing capabilities, U.S.
Navy Capt. David Krulak, command-
ing officer of the United States Naval
Hospital Okinawa, reassured the OPG
representatives that the USNH has
aggressively tested large quantities of

people at once.

He also expanded upon our tracing
efforts, noting that the naval hospi-
tal contact-trace teams investigate
asymptomatic individuals back at least
10 days in order to locate any close
contacts that need testing.

The parties present agreed to
continue openly communicating and
meeting regularly via teleconference
to ensure proper protective measures
are being met.

“We will continue to work closely to
ensure the health of all people on the
island” said Krulak during his closing
remarks as he was met with an ap-
plause from all participants.

Story by 1st Lt. Timothy A. Hayes



and discuss before the livestream.
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Marine Corps livestreams Town Hall meeting
with host nation employees

The U.S. Marine Corps
in Okinawa employs over
3,000 Japanese residents.
When the number of
COVID-19 cases within Ma-
rine Corps bases increased,
concerns about potential
infection rose not only in
the surrounding communi-
ties but also among those
who work on the bases.

Brig. Gen. William J. Bow-
ers, commanding general
of Marine Corps Instal-
lations Pacific (MCIPAC),
held a town hall meeting
livestream Aug. 13 and an-
swered questions from host
nation employees working
on Okinawa.

According to Maj. Kenneth

W. Kunze, Communication
Strategy and Operations of-
ficer for 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing, who coordinated
the session, leadership was
aware of rising concerns
amongst employees and
the importance of talking to
them.

At the opening, Bow-
ers stated that the focus
remained on preserving
combat readiness in pro-
tecting the military and
local national community.
He assured compliance and
containment were the way
to mitigate and prevent the
spread of the virus, and the
Marines Corps was "doing
everything humanly possi-

ble to arrest the spread of
the virus."

Bowers mentioned how
all the protective measures
such as the temperature
checks at the gates, lock-
downs, the increased
Health Protection Condi-
tion level, and teleworking
schedules affected the base
employees and what they
could expect from the Ma-
rine Corps.

Bowers also explained how
closely the Marine Corps
and U.S. Naval Hospital
Okinawa (USNHO), work
together to identify, trace,
and track the possible posi-
tive patients and their close
contacts.

During the question-and-
answer session, the host
nation employees asked
guestions and voiced
concerns. Some questions
were submitted prior to the
live meeting when the mass
notification of the meeting
was sent to employees;
others were taken in during
the livestream via email.

Questions varied from the
Marine Corps preventive
measures for COVID-19, hu-
man resource's issues such
as teleworking, leave and
traveling on-off island, and
tracing and tracking of the
tested positives and their
close contacts.

Due to employees working

Continued on Page 10 (Town) P>
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al Okinawa, Brig. Gen. William J. Bowers, commanding general of Marine Corps Installations Pacific, Col.Vincent J. Ciuccoli, dep:uty
commander of MCIPAC, Michael J. Neu from Host Nation Support office, answer questions and concerns on the livestream Town Hall meeting.
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Hodaka Inafuku, a recreation

specialist and coordinator
Program, hoped that they can

continue this tradition and
next year they will have more

erosion on the monuments."
participants.

of Courtney Single Marine

every year hopefully lessens the
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A monument to Col. Kermit H. Shelly and ﬂ.r

his efforts stands on Hamahiga island.

VIV —KIEDERE,
= Photo taken June 20, 2020 . 2020568208
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Respect the Predecessors: Marines clean
memorials in Hamahiga Island

Life goes on and history
left behind. However, there
are still some people who
remember and express
reverence for those who
made great contributions
before us. Taking time to
clean their monuments
is one example of paying
tribute to and reflecting on
their efforts.

June 20, a few days before
Okinawa Memorial day
this year, eight Marines
gathered at the site of the
monument for Col. Kermit
H. Shelly on Hamahiga Island
for cleanup.

Shelly was stationed in
Okinawa as a commanding
officer of 3rd Force Service
Support Regiment, today's
3rd Marine Logistics Group,
in 1967 to 1968 when
the involvement of the
United States military in

16 — Fall 2020

the Vietnam War was at its
peak.

During his tour, Shelly
initiated and worked to
improve the infrastructure
of the island a little off the
coast of Katsuren peninsula
with his Marines. The island
didn't have a bridge yet to
connect to the mainland
Okinawa. Life lines such as
running water and electricity
were behind on this island
compared to mainland
Okinawa.

According to a few
residents, the major change
Shelly and his Marines
brought to the island was
the electricity. Generators
were carried by boat. As
young children at the time,
they witnessed the electric
light took over the lamps
in their homes for the first
time.

Cpl. Brandon Arevalo,
Headquarter Battalion,
3rd Marine Division,
expressed his excitement,
"it was amazing to hear that
Marines swam through the
ocean to bring the cables
for the telephone to this
island," while recalling
introduction of some of the
historical backgrounds given
before the cleanup.

After Shelly was gone,
residents of Hamahiga
Island built a monument to
honor his contributions to
their island. One resident
voluntarily polished the
monument and continued
cleaning the surroundings
until his passing in 2018.

By then, the cleanup of
the site became a tradition
to the locals and Marines.
They normally gather
once again on June 23,

Okinawa Memorial Day for a
memorial service.

"' hope this tradition
will continue," said Ichiro
Umehara, community
relations specialist for
Camp Courtney. "It’s sad
that his achievements fell
into obscurity as time went
by,” Umehara added while
pointing the fact that the
water reservoirs system
which Shelly and his Marines
built are still in use by
Hamahiga Island.

The monument was
relocated to the current
site from its original place
in 1978 and now stands
next to the war memorial
of Hamahiga residents
and another honorable
monument for Ryoji Morine,
the Hamahiga native who
cared for Shelly’s monument
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Camp Courtney shares COVID-19 information
through local radio

Television, newspapers and
magazines are not the only
media that can carry your
voice. If you want to share
information massively, radio
is also a good tool.

The media that Camp
Courtney community
relations specialist Ichiro
Umehara chose was a
live show on a local radio
station.

Umehara identified "this
was the ideal way for the
neighboring community
to feel closer to Camp
Courtney."

Umehara, Col. Neil J.
Owens, director of G7,
Government and External
Affairs, and Hidekazu
Oshiro, community relations
specialist with G7, took to
the waves of FM Uruma
Aug. 26 to address local
community concerns
stemming from positive
cases of coronavirus
identified on Camp
Courtney.
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According to Umehara,
concerns were such as why
the numbers of positive
cases in Camp Courtney
rose, if the Marine Corps hid
the information from the
public or any Marines tested
positive wondered around
the town.

Umehara had the idea
of going on FM Uruma’s
Wednesday program to
reach out to the general
public on how the Marine
Corps is handling the
COVID-19 situation.

Col. Matthew R. Nation,
commander of Camps
Courtney and McTureous,
agreed to the idea.

At noon, the live radio
show started with the
questions on where the
Marine Corps keeps the
infected personnel, how the
family members are isolated
in case they have contracted
the virus, if hotels off base
are used for isolation of
positive cases, and what the

preventative measures are
for new Marines coming to
Okinawa. A question from
Uruma City Mayor Toshio
Shimabuku was what the
procedures for the Marines
living out in town are.

Owens explained the 14-
day restriction of movement
(ROM) at on-base facilities
will be conducted for any
infected Marines, Status of
Forces Agreement (SOFA)
members, including those
who live off base, and there
is no opportunity for them
to go into town. Any family
members identified with
having coronavirus were
also moved to the isolated
facility on base.

He emphasized under the
current policy the Marine
Corps will not use any places
out in town for isolation of
coronavirus positive Marine
or SOFA individuals, though
the policy is reviewed in
every few days to ensure
it is still appropriate, and
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adjusted as situations
change.

Everyone travelling from
the U. S. is given a place
to stay on base, once they
arrive in Okinawa and
ordered to complete a
14-day ROM. A negative
results on PCR test is a must
prior to them leaving ROM,
according to Owens.

As for the Marines coming
from U.S. as part of the
unit deployment program
with current policies, they
undergo 14-day ROM prior
to their arrival. Once they
arrive, they conduct an
additional ROM and recieve
a PCR test.

Owens introduced that
the contact tracing team
U.S. Naval hospital Okinawa
(USNHO) has to track the
close contacts of positive
individuals. If a local national
is determined to have been
in close contact, USNHO
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Marines, USNHO explain media COVID-19 measures
KEDX T 7IcEADIOF K%

U.S. Marine Corps Installations Pacific
leadership and medical health profes-
sionals were interviewed by Japanese
media reporters to discuss COVID-19
related information on Camp Foster,
July 24.

The purpose of the event was to
highlight the strength of the MCIPAC
and the United States Naval Hospital,
Okinawa team and their efforts to
maintain readiness while preventing
the spread of COVID-19.

The media roundtable consisted of
U.S. Navy Capt. David Krulak, com-
manding officer of the USNHO, and
U.S. Marine Corps Col. Neil J. Owens,
director of MCIPAC G7, Government
and External Affairs, interviewed by
Nippon Hoso Kyokai and Kyodo News
media outlets.

Owens opened up the event by
stating, “Everything we do in this
region supports the singular goal of
promoting security and stability across
the Indo-Pacific while also maintaining
and strengthening our partnership.”

The discussion questions were fo-
cused on testing capabilities, tracing
efforts, and reporting procedures
regarding the current COVID-19 situ-

ation.

“We have implemented a large-scale,
aggressive COVID-19 testing program,”
said Krulak. “We are not only testing
those in close contact with some-
one who has tested positive, we are
testing as many people as possible if
any potential contact occurred. We
conduct thorough contact tracing
investigations to understand the scope
of exposure an individual may have
had with other personnel, on base or
out in town. USNHO promptly shares
this information with Okinawa public
health officials.”

The Naval Hospital works closely with
MCIPAC, advising them on integrating
public health and medical prepared-
ness in their installation response
planning. Working in close collabora-
tion, USNHO and MCIPAC are able to
quickly and efficiently identify, isolate,
and conduct testing and contact trac-
ing for suspected cases of COVID-19.

“USNHO is committed to taking
every measure possible to protect the
health of our service members, civil-
ians, families, and host nation commu-
nity,” said Krulak.

Story and Photo by Cpl. Karis Mattingly
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U.S. Navy Capt. David Krulak, commanding officer of the United States Naval Hospital, Okinawa, and U.S. Marine Corps Col. Neil J. Owens,
director of MCIPAC G7, Government and External Affairs answer to Nippon Hoso Kyokai and Kyodo News reporters' interview.
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Marines with 7th Communication Battalion from £
Camp Hansen work hard for beautification.
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Marines resume beautification at Nursing Home
BEBKEDEBAR—LTRIYT147

July 2, during the four-
day weekend for the 4th of
July, 10 members of the 7th
Communication Battalion at
Camp Hansen volunteered
to help Hikarigaoka nursing
home in Kin town cleanup
the grounds around the
home. This was the first time
in three and a half months
the Marines were able to
come out.

From mid-March, all
volunteer activities with
the nursing home had been
halted due to COVID-19.

The relationship
between the battalion and
Hikarigaoka is long lasting
one. For more than 25 years,
the military members have
been on good terms with the
Hikarigaoka residents. They
cooperate in beautifying
activities twice a month at
the nursing facility and enjoy
seasonal holidays together.

In spite of rain being on
and off, Marines worked
on beautification along the
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national highway facing the
nursing home, mowing the
grass on the slopes, and
taking care of the growing
thickets.

A young Marine, who had
just arrived in Okinawa
three weeks prior, said with
a smile that this volunteer
activity made his first time
coming off base after two
weeks of quarantine.

"I couldn't do much public
relations activities due
to COVID-19, but now |
can freshly start all the
programs and volunteer
activities like before, such
as visiting nursery schools

: Marines work together.
| BEVNEALESEKE,
Photo taken July 2, 2020 5|
2057 B2H

and restarting English
conversation classes, while
being careful about hygiene
management to prevent

the spread of coronavirus,"
said Kayo Takayuki, Camp
Hansen community relations
specialist.
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Food Drive Donation
7—FRS1 7%

Hiroko Tomimura, left, community relations specialist for Camps Foster and Lester, delivers a box of non perishable food Sept. 4,
2020. The donation to the Okinawa City Social Welfare Association came from Marines with Motor Transportation Company, 3rd
TSB.
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