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the
tested

reetings to

Gcombat
Warriors, Families and
friends of the 1/25
SBCT  Arctic Wolves.

By the time you read
this, we will be completing
the 12" month of our OIF
deployment and most of
our Arctic Wolves team
will be back home at
Fort Wainwright, Alaska.

We started this journey
on September 11,2008 with
our Deployment Ceremony

at Fort Wainwright.
From day one of this
operational deployment
we started strong and we
will finish our combat
operations, redeployment,
reintegration and
lifecycle strong.

As CSM Cervantes and I
reflect back on the team’s
time here in Diyala, Iraq,
one thing has remained
constant throughout this
entire deployment. You
all have never ceased to
amaze us with your ability
to accomplish any task
regardless of difficulty
and you exceeded every
expectation. We thank
you for your dedication,
commitment and sacrifice.

We are also grateful to
each of your families for
the many sacrifices they
have made on behalfofyou
our Army and our Nation.

Each of you had a
choice, the choice to
serve your Nation during
a time of great need.
You could have chosen
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to serve somewhere else
and in another capacity,

perhaps less dangerous
and demanding, but you
did not. The fact that you
chose to wear the uniform
and serve our Army in
combat says much about

you — you are all patriots.

We are all part of
an exclusive team...
the Arctic Wolves...the
Army. We are bound by
our traditions and our
core values. Throughout

our lifecycle, we have all
developed a lifetime of

friendships, friendships
forged in the heat of
battle and based on shared
sacrifice and hardship in
the Arctic cold of Alaska
and desert heat of Iraq.
It is nearly impossible

keep up with your
many accomplishments.
It has been absolutely
impressive to watch
this Team in action
performing  tasks that
range from combat
patrols, to include Stryker
company operations in
Mosul, clearing palm

to



groves, working water
irrigation projects,
humanitarian assistance
operations, participating
in tribal reconciliation
meetings, local and
provisional governance
councils, to overseeing
countless projects

throughout all of Diyala.

In the past 12 months
you have executed every
task from stability and
support missions to full
spectrum operations.
You have identified,
registered and transferred
over 9,000 Sons of Iraq
(SOIZ). You have assisted

our ISF partners in the
planning, preparation,
synchronization and

execution of Diyala wide
electionsinaProvince with
over 1.5 million citizens.
You have defeated AQI

in the wvolatile region
of South Balad Ruz and
throughout all of the
province, negotiated and
facilitate unprecedented
combined ISF, Pesh
Merga and Coalition

Force operations 1in the
Kurd/Arab disputed zone.
Planned, prepared for and
supported two major ISF
led clearance operations.
Prepared for and executed

a relTCWn SETRENRIEIGE. i
transition of authority
to 3/2 Stryker Brigade

setting conditions for their
success in execution of a

responsible drawn down
of Coalition Forces and
Parliamentary Elections
at the mnational Ilevel.
Perhaps your greatest
contribution has been
partnering with Iraqi
Security Forces,
overseeing proper

governance and planting

a seed of hope for the
Iraqi people. With your
security force partners
you have established
a safe and secure
environment in Diyala,
which will continue to
serve as a catalyst for

progress in this critically
important Province.

In short, you have
provided the citizens
here in Diyala with an
incredible opportunity to
prosper and exercise their

sovereignty. Although
the Iraqis face many
challenges, because of

your tireless efforts there
is a strong undercurrent
of hope and optimism
for the future of Diyala
and her citizens. We
thank  you for your
dedication to the cause.

We would ask that every
Soldier and Leader in our
combat team continue
to strive to master your
individual skills, take care
of your battle buddy and
you must continue to hold

each other accountable.
We challenge leaders at
every level to lead, to

set the right example and
continue to stay focused
on discipline, respect and
maintaining standards.
Discipline is the glue that
bonds together the leader
and led commitment and
discipline is developed
by maintaining high
standards and demanding
Soldierly habits.

Ifdisciplineisthe “glue”
that bonds the leader and
the led, then it is respect
that is the “cement” that
holds the team together.
We must respect our

traditions and military
values, our diversity
and most importantly
each other. Each of
is accountable for our
actions, for our mission,
for each other and for our
Nation’s treasures. Let’s
not compromise on our
commitment to discipline,
respect, accountability
and teamwork. We have
all worked too hard
during this lifecycle
and deployment to lose
focus and momentum.

We ask that all of you

continue to keep our
wounded Warriors and
their Families in your
thoughts and prayers,
many of them continue
to have a long and tough
road to recovery and
need your prayers and
support. Drop them a
note or better yet, give
them call, as they need

and deserve our continued

support — we must never
forget our wounded
and fallen comrades!

Again, CSM Cervantes

and I thank you all for what
you have done on behalf
of Diyala, Iraq, the Arctic
Wolves, the U.S. Army
and our Nation. It has
been our honor to lead and
serve with our Nation’s
most precious resource —
her sons and daughters.

You must stay safe,
remain  true to each
other, serve with honor
and — FINISH STRONG!
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An Iragi policeman with the
Diyala Police Dog Program,
works with his dog to find a
mock explosive device during a
joint training exercise with U.S.
Soldiers from Headquarters
Headquarters Company K-9,
1st Stryker Brigade Combat
Team, 25th Infantry Division, on
Forward Operating Base War-
horse, near Baqouba,lraq, Aug.
2, 2009. (U.S. Air Force photo
by Staff Sergeant Ali E. Flisek)
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Avrctic \Wolves take over battle space

November 2008 issue

Story and photos by

Pfc. Alisha Nye

14th Public Affairs Detachment

A transition of authority
ceremony took place, Oct. 27,
2008, at Forward Operating Base
Warhorse, located in the Diyala
province of Iraq, signifying the
end of a 15 month tour of duty for
the 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment
Dragoons and the start of a year-
long tour of duty for the 1st Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 25th
Infantry Division Arctic Wolves

“It’s a very important day
because the Arctic Wolves
are coming in — a very good
organization,” said Maj. Gen
Mark  Hertling, = commander
of 1st Armored Division and
Multi-National Division-North.

“They’re coming at a very
historic time in Diyala. There’s
still a lot of clearing-out of
enemies to do, but, more than
that, they’re going to be forced
to meet the big challenge of
reconstruction, improvement of
economic capabilities and the
assistance of the government
in a time where we’re about
to head into  elections.”

Hertling said he’s seen Col.
Burt Thompson, commander of
Ist SBCT, 25th In. Div., and his
Arctic Wolvesrise to the challenge
of taking over the battlespace.

“m very much looking
forward to working with Col.
Thompson and his group because,
what I’ve seen so far, they have
come right into the province and
have really taken charge from
the first day,” Hertling said.

The biggest thing Hertling
hopes to accomplish  with
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Col. Burt Thompson and Command Sgt. Maj. Gabriel Cervantes,
commander and command sergeant major of 1st Stryker Bri-
gade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division, uncase the bri-
gade colors during a transition of authority ceremony Oct. 27.

Ist SBCT, 25th In. Div., is
setting the conditions for the
Diyala  provincial elections.

“What  that’s  going to
take is continued economic
improvements  because  the
governor hasvery distinctplans for
whathe wants to do foragriculture,
infrastructure and helping people
of the province,” Hertling said.
The mission for 1st SBCT, 25th In.
Div., doesn’t stop there, however.

“We want to get at making
Diyala a better place for the
citizens in the province, but also
we want to get at establishing
security as a primary line of effort
for us and we are doing that,” said
Thompson. “We want to improve
economics, prosperity for the
people of Diyala. All of this
together — this is our mission here.
It’s to fight a counter-insurgency
fight and propel Iraq, Diyala
for us specifically, forward.”

Thompson said 2SCR set
Ist SBCT, 25th In. Div, up for
success and the transition from

the regiment to the brigade has
been going quite smoothly so far.

“The operative word there is,
‘transition,”” Thompson said.
“It is a change from one brigade
combat team, or regiment, to a
new one and, certainly, the most
volatile time for any organization
is during a period of transitions. So
we have to make sure, which we
have done here, that it is smooth.”

Despite the huge undertaking,
Thompson said he has no doubt
in his mind that his SBCT will
accomplish its mission in Diyala

Hertling agreed. “They have a
good training background, they
know what they’re getting into,
they all have a very good feel
for what they have to accomplish
very quickly,” Hertling said.
“They’re ready for it. There are
some very sharp soldiers that I’ve
met in every single one of the
battalions. It’s good to have that
new energy here to bring new
things to the province. They’ve
come just at the right time.”



1st OStryker Brigade Combat Team
Closes Combat Outposts Across Divala

Iragi Army Lt. Col. Khalil Malik Ahmed,
commander 3rd Battalion, 20th Brigade, and
Capt. Matthew Caprari, commander Apache
Company, 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry Regiment,
1st Brigade Stryker Combat Team sign the paper
work officially transferring control of Combat
Outpost Ayres to the Iragi Army.

Contractors remove barriers at Combat Outpost
Zaganiyah, previously occupied by Company C,
1st Battalion, 24th Infantry Regiment, as the COP
is closed and handed back to the Government of
Iraq, June 28, 2009.

Capt. Justino Lopez, Charlie
Battery Commander, 2nd
Battalion, 8th Field Artillery
Regiment, 1st Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, 25th Infantry
Division, signs documents
turning over command of | “y
Combat Outpost (COP) S
Mullalah to SameerAl-Haddad, &
Secretariat of the Prime
Minister, during a change of
command ceremony at COP
Mullalah, Diyala province,
Irag, June 25th, 2009.
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Farrell

for Heroic Rescue of

June 2009 Issue
Story and Photo by
Spc. Anthony Jones
145 MPAD

Trapped upside down inside
a dark Stryker filling with
cold water is a terrifying ordeal
with a horrible fate for those
inside, however dedication to
one another and the heroism of
Soldiers prevented a catastrophe
in mid December  2008.

Spc. Ricardo Farrell, of
Annandale, Va., a member of 1%
Battalion, 24™ Infantry Regiment,
I Stryker Brigade Combat
Team, 25% Infantry Division,
was put in such a situation.

Following the Army core values
of personal courage, loyalty and
selfless service, Farrell dove from
the vehicle commander’s seat of
his Stryker swimming through the
flooded driver’s hole to rescue the
trapped driver and saving his life.

For his actions, Farrell was
awarded the Soldier’s Medal, an
award presented to any person of
the Armed Forces of the United
States, or of a friendly foreign
nation who while serving in any
capacitywiththeArmyofthe United
States, distinguishes themselves
by heroism not involving
actual conflict with an enemy.

The night of December 22,
2008, Farrell’s Stryker was part
of a convoy headed out for a
combat patrol; when an oncoming
vehicle caused the driver of
Farrell’s Stryker to swerve and
ultimately roll into a watery canal,
leaving only a foot of breathable
water in the rear of the Stryker.

“We hit the canal and started
to slide to the right and the
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Receives Soldier’s Medal
ellow Soier

Spc. Ricardo Farrell, amember of 1st Battalion, 24th Infantry Regi-
ment, 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team. shakes the hand of Brig.
Gen. James Nixon after being presented with the Soldier’'s Medal

weight pulled the Stryker into
the canal,” said Farrell. “Next
thing I know we are upside
down and water is rushing in.”

After righting himself
in the vehicle and finding
most of the crew in the back
Farrell heard the shouts of his
driver, trapped under his seat.

“I heard my driver yelling,
he was screaming ‘I don’t
want to die’. I heard him a
couple more times then the
yelling stopped,” said Farrell.

Still wearing his own body
armor, Farrell went through what
Soldiers call the “Hell hole”,
a small opening between the
crew compartment and drivers
seat, and pulled the driver out.

“I went under the Hell hole, but
I couldn’t reach him, I remember
moving stuff out of the way and
I was scared he had drowned.
I thought that was it for him,”
Farrell stated. “I grabbed him
by his arm and body armor and
pulled him out. I just didn’t want

my driver to die. That’s the worst
feeling anyone could have.”

Farrell was recognized for his
heroism in a ceremony held on
ForwardOperatingBase Warhorse.
Brig. Gen. James C. Nixon,
Deputy Commanding General —
Operations, 25" Infantry Division,
presented Farrell with his medal.

Also honored was Staff Sgt.
Melvin Clark, from Minneapolis.
Clark was the first Soldier from
another vehicle to reach the rolled
Stryker and was able to open
the doors allowing the trapped
Soldiers to escape. Clark was
awarded an Army Commendation

Medal for his actions.
After presenting the Soldiers
their awards Nixon stated,

“These two heroes, under great
stress, made the commitment to
risk their own lives to save one
of their buddies, quite frankly
there is no higher honor. I'm
proud to stand in front of these
two heroes among heroes. It
makes an old Soldier feel proud.”



The hinier,

March 2009 issue

Story and photos by

Spc. Opal Vaughn

14th Public Affairs Detachment

he hunt is on. An impro-

vised explosive device
detonates in the Diyala prov-
ince of Iraq. No time for think-
ing or questioning, just training
put into action. Without a second
to lose Chapman calls his team to
a halt, “turn it around,” he yells.
Sgt. 1st Class Brent Chapman,
nder Troop, C

uadron, 1st Ua;
ent, Ist Stryke
Combat Team, 25th
Division and his t

whereabouts of an IED blast site.

There are hunters and then
there are the hunted, and these
Soldiers are hungry. Tod
menu includes one IED blast site
and one battlefield damage as-
sessment by

army or Iraqi Police, ’'m not sure
which, that an IED went off and hit
a civilian vehicle,” said Staff Sgt.
J er%ﬁﬁnd, squad leader, Thun-
der, 5-1Cav. “Even though the TA
and IP are responsible for that -
just to maintain situational aware-
ness in our sector so that we have
an accurate picture of what the
threats are - we’ve sent an element
to check it out and link up with the
IP to find out what the deal 1s.”

Like a pack of wolves on the
prowl, Thunder Troop whips their
Strykers around and prepares to
adjust fire toward the new mission.

“We roll out every single day.
Something is bound to change
while we’re out,” said Manas-

the hinited

sas, Va. native, Sgt. Jon Mycko,
squad leader, Thunder, 5-1 Cav.

Making adjustments like this
are quite common in military op-
erations. An adjustment Thun-
der is trained and willing to do.

“Right now it’s not confirmed
that someone, Coalition Forces
or ISF, is actually at the blast
site,” said Staff Sgt. Charles Mar-
shall, squad leader, Thunder, 5-1
Cav. “So we’ll cordon the area
and take some information down
and try to develop the situation.”

One IP checkpoint after an-

other, Thunder moves swiftly
taklng advantage of their close
to the blast site.

day is taking precedence, so Navy
OD - that’s more of their spe-
ialty — is going to the blast site.
That way, we can get the profes-
sionals on site which will allow
us continue our first mission,”
Bland stated. “Working with ISF,
we’re required to link up with IA
and IP officials. We have contacts
that we link up with at each indi-
vidual office to conduct joint mis-
tons in Mandeli and Katoon.”

“Link - up” missions con-
ducted by CF are important for
ISF to become more proactive
in keeping their country safe.

“We’re trying to allow the ISF
to take a more active role in
protection of their individual
es,” Bland said. “Mainly we just
supplement their forces and try to
let them take the lead. It’s good
for the morale of the people in
the village to actually see their
own local security forces tak-
ing the lead on providing secu-
rity for their AO as opposed to
Americans just doing it for them;
which is the way it has been.”

A safe distance from
blast site, several ground ele-

Staff Sgt.
squad leader, checks a bag
for possible munitions while
Spc. Carl Deuel pulls secu-
rity during a mission while in
the Diyala Province of Iraq.

Charles Marshall,

ments dismount, standing side
by side with local IP’s pulling
security at a main intersection.
“I think we do have a purpose
here,” said Stony Brook, N.Y. na-
tive, Spc. Stavros Stathakos, gun-
ner, Thunder, 5-1Cav. “We can
definitely commit time and be
sure that our job is done right to
make sure that the ISF are well
grounded and confident t
up from where we leave off. This
will assist them to further achiev-
ing the goal of having to sus-
tain this country themselves.”
That’ separates Thunder
their determina-

by s1tt1ng around, Mycko

“This isn’t an egoti
mark,” Mycko began,
is by far the most versatile pla-
toon within Alpha troop. Thunder
is normally thunder or lightning
which is used by a mortar sec-
tion in our unit. When the rounds
hit the ground, they go boom.
A loud and thunderous boom
-1




Kecon F/atoon) 1-5 |N trains

July 2009 issue

Story by Spc. Anthony Jones
145th MPAD

Photos provided by 1-5 IN

Aﬁraduation ceremony
eld June 3 marked
the culmination of months of
cooperation between Coalition
and [Iraqi Security Forces.

Recon platoon, 1% Battalion,
5" Infantry Regiment, 1 Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 25%
Infantry Division, a unit which
mission includes source driven
raids across the battalion’s area
of operations in Diyala, was in
need of a dedicated ISF partner.

“With the new security
agreement we could no longer
perform unilateral operations
after January,” said Capt.
Mario  Anthony  Cicconetti,
commander, Recon Platoon. “So
we began pairing up with local
police stations and Emergency
Response  Force  battalions.

Cicconetti said due to the
nature of his platoon’s mission
they do not have their own battle

Recon Platoon,

Headquarters, Headquarters Company,

1st

Battalion, 5th Infantry Regiment, 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team.

space like the companies of the
1-5 IN, creating the problem of
not having a constant ISF partner.

“We ran into the problem
where we were pulling guys the
companies were going to use
for patrols,” said Cicconetti.
“I approached the battalion
commander with the idea of
getting a good group of guys
who are competent and want
to do our type of mission.”

IFReCol. Shawn  Reed,
commander of the 1-5 1IN,
worked with the commander
of the ERF to create a 14 man
ERF platoon. The platoon was
created using ERF soldiers
from the ERF headquarters
and the 2" ERF Battalion.

Once Recon Platoon was
partnered with the ERF platoon,
they started to train them in
basic soldiering skills and pre-
mission procedures ranging from
pre-combat inspections to ramp
briefings and mission rehearsals.

“They started off on the
side lines watching us do our
pre-combat checks and as we
continued they began performing

their own rehearsals,” said
Cicconetti. “Their leaders
and platoon sergeants stepped
up and took the lead.”

Recon Platoon and members
of the Emergency Response
Force conduct small unit
clearing tactics while others
observe and direct the training
from atop Hesco barriers.
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Sgt. 15t Class Joseph Velasquez,
platoon sergeant, Recon Platoon,
said as the two platoons trained
and worked together he saw
the ERF’s platoon sergeants
take on their role, becoming the
trainers and conducted their own
training providing a chance for
the Soldiers of Recon Platoon
to act as observers and help
guide the ERF when needed.

“In the beginning we had to
do a lot of explaining why we do
things the way we do them. Things
like positioning them to establish
proper security,” said Velasquez.
“When we started doing raids they
really wanted to catch the suspect
and they knew exactly where
to look to find hiding spots.”

Both Cicconetti and Velasquez
said they were proud to be
able to work with and train the
ERF platoon which over time
became more and more proficient
in intelligence gathering,
mission planning and ability
to carry out successful raids.

Cicconetti said most of
the missions after the June 3
graduation and the June 30
deadline for Coalition Forces
to be withdrawn from cities
were not U.S. led missions.
They were missions planned
by the ERF with information
they had gathered themselves
with Recon Platoon assisting.

“It makes us proud because
we know they care,” said
Ciccionetti. “They care enough
to rehearse, train and gather
their own information to
drive their own operations.”

Members of Recon Platoon
observe an ERF unit
conducting small unit tactics
durng a training session.

With the aid of an interpreter a Recon Soldier instructs
members of the Emergency Response Force.

- -
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Soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 8th Field Artillery Regiment, 1st Stryker Brigade Combat
Team, 25th Infantry Division and Iraqi Soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 19th Brigade,
5th Division, detonate firebombs with the intention of burning the underbrush of a
section of palm groves, Dec 22.(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communications Specialist
2nd Class Walt Pels, Joint Combat Camera, Fleet Combat Camera Group Pacific)

ARCH ANGEL

January 2009 issue

Story by Pfc. Alisha Nye

14th Public Affairs Detachment
Photos by Spc. Bobby Allen
982nd Combat Camera (Air-
borne)

In theology, an archangel
i1s a heavenly being who is
meant to protect humankind
by serving in the army of God.
Conserving and protecting
the wellbeing of their fellow
men is an ideal that Soldiers
from 2" Battalion, 8" Field
Artillery Regiment, 1 Stryker
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Brigade Combat Team, 25™
Infantry Division, as well as
their Iraqi Army counterparts,
took to heart during the
appropriately named Operation
Archangel Pursuit I1I.

“The purpose of the mission
was to go into the town of
Naqib and conserve it,” said
15t Sgt. Dean Johnson, Battery
A, 2" Bn., 8" Field Artillery
Regt. “Enemy forces came
in the area and forced the
families who lived there out.”

The importance of saving
this area is great. The town

COMPANY, PREPARE A BARREL OF GAS
FOR A CONTROLLED BURN IN THE PALM
GROVES OF NAQiB, IRAQ, DURING A
JOINT CLEARING OPERATION DURING
OpPERATION ARCHANGEL PursuiT Il



SOLDIERS WITH THE 87TH ENGINEERS
COMPANY, PREPARE TO DETONATE
A CONTROLLED BURN IN THE PALM
GrRoves ofF Naam, IrAQ, DEc. 19

of Naqib, which is located in
the Diyala Province of Iraq, is
an agricultural area that once
provided the majority of the
families in the vicinity with
an income, Johnson explained.

“The area is a great farming
area,” said the Detroit, Mich.,
native. “The palm groves
produce oranges, pomegranates
and grapes as well as dates.
That’s how the families in
the area made their money —
made their living, by farming.”

However, where the palm
groves once supplied the locals
with a much needed livelihood,
the underbrush of the palm
groves now supply enemy
forces with hiding spaces as
wellasaplace tostashweapons.

“The problem with the
palm groves is that they
are overloaded with IEDs
and booby traps,” Johnson

said. “When Al Qaeda took
the area over it had a real
impact on the families.”

This is why Coalition Forces
teamed up with key Iraqi
Army leaders and decided to
unleash havoc on the one thing
displacingthe families of Naqib

and preventing them from
living normal lives. During
Operation Archangel Pursuit
IT1, the Soldiers of 2" Bn., 8®
Field Artillery Regt., with the
assistance of their Iraqi Army
counterparts, transformed the
underbrush into an inferno.

“The 1initial  explosions
burned off a lot of the fuel, and
what that did was burn off the
underbrush,” Johnson said. “By
clearing out the underbrush we
can see straight through the
palm groves so we can uncover
and clear booby traps. We can
clear out anything that may be
in there — including bad guys.”

Burning the wunderbrush
not only heightened visibility
but it helped to keep
Soldiers from going into
the palm groves unharmed.

“Burning down the
underbrush made it possible to
go into the palm groves without
injury to the IA or Coalition
Forces,” Johnson said.

Now that the fire has burned
out and threats have been
found and destroyed, the main
focus of the mission in Naqib

is security, said Johnson.

“The Iraqi Army is getting
in there and securing the area
so they can start bringing
families back in,” he said.

Johnson is hopeful that this
will be the start of a larger
mission to clear the palm
groves in the entire Diyala
Province of threats to the
families who reside there.

“Naqib is a small area,
but it’s a start,” he said.
“I’'m hoping this will trickle
throughout the province. It
will help bring stability back.”

Though the mission was
considered to be a success,
Johnson said it could not have
beendonewithoutthe IraqiArmy
spearheading the operation.

“They' WoTGssmithc:  ONES
out front pulling security
and patrolling,” he said.
“They are what made the
operation successful. They
know the area and without
them I don’t think we would
have been as successful as
we were. They are doing a
tremendous job. They are
ready for their country back.”

STaAFF  SerT.

BOTH WITH 87TH ENcINEERs Company oF ForT Hoop,

TROLLED BURN IN THE PALM GROVES IN NAaQiB,

RicHARD Luciano AND  STaAFF ScT. AARON BeETz,
TEx-
AS REVIEW A MAP OF THE AREA THAT IS ABOUT TO GO THROUGH A CON-

IrRaQ, Dec. 19
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May 2009 issue
Story and Photos by
Sgt. Jeremy Pitcher
145 MPAD

he Iraqi
Coalition
demonstrated their power
to quickly move into a
remote area by conducting
a joint air assault operation
on a small island in
Diyala province, April 22.
Soldiers of the Iraqi
Army, along with U.S.
Soldiers from 1Ist Platoon,
Company B, 1st Battalion,
24th  Infantry Regiment,
Ist Brigade Stryker Combat
Team, 25th Infantry
Division, searched the
island on the Tigris River for

Army and
forces

suspected weapons caches,

and questioned people
about insurgent activity.
In the early morning
hours, four UH-60 Black

Hawk helicopters carried
the Iraqi and U.S. Soldiers,
explosive ordnance disposal
Sailors, and a military
working dog team to the
island objective. This was
the first air assault mission
conducted by the platoon
since they had come to Iraq
more than six months ago.

“We practiced exactly how
we would exit the birds and
where we would position
ourselves in order to keep
all sectors covered,” said 1st
Lt. Jordan Weigle, platoon
leader for 1st Platoon,

about the days of rehearsal
leading up to the mission.

“When we landed, it went
off almost  flawlessly.”

The helicopters touched
down, and the Soldiers from
both forces exited the aircraft
and established security
positions. Each watched
over his sector of fire and
waited for the next move.

As the Black Hawks flew
away, the platoon split
in half and began their
missions. Two squads began
searching to the north, while
the two pushed south on the
island. The loud shudder
of  helicopters sounded
overhead as two Apaches
flew into the area to watch
over the ground forces.

The Soldiers pushed
through thick brush and tall
grass. The setting resembled

Soldiers of 1st
try Regiment,

Platoon,
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Bravo Company,
1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division
along with Iraqgi Army Soldiers clear an island on the Tigris river on April
22. The thick brush of the island was searched with a dog team and met-
al detectors to find weapons caches that may have been hidden there.

1st Battalion,

24th

an equatorial jungle,
unlike what most

had experienced

before in Iraq.

“It was a lot

thicker than we
initially  thought.

When we started

making our way, we
had to work with
the terrain to make
sure that we cleared
e vigir|y tali-n kel ).

said Weigle.
Two of the squads
came across two

older men working,
along with a young

child. The men
were cooperative,
Infan- €xplaining they
worked for the
government to
clear the brush. The
platoon continued



-

to clear the dense terrain,
walking through the brush
with metal detectors and
the dog team to ensure
that they did not miss
any hidden weapons.
Once the island was

. e
y

completely cleared, the
platoon regrouped and was
evacuated by the Black
Hawks. Although the Iraqi
and U.S. Soldiers found no
weapons caches this day,
the combined air assault

B

Iragi Army Soldiers question
two men on a small island on
the Tigris River. The question-
ing was part of a clearing op-
eration that took place on April
22.The clearing was conducted
to look for weapons caches that
might have been stored there.

mission showed Iraqi
Security and Coalition
forces can literally drop in,
quickly and unexpectedly,
to places that insurgents
may call their safe-havens.

Soldiers of 1st Platoon, Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 24th Infantry Regiment, 1st Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division along with Iraqi Army Soldiers clear an island on the Tigris River.
The joint clearing is a small piece of the overall mission to bring security and stability to the region.

Vil § .
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(14 kay stop,” says Navy Lt.
Chris Hussey, a platoon
officer with Explosive Ordnance
Disposal, Mobile 1, based outof San
Diego, Calif., as he walks through
a set of t-wall barriers, which
compose the entrance of a House-
Borne  Improvised  Explosive
Device training site. “What did
you guys do wrong?” Hussey asks
a group of Soldiers he’s training.
Hussey looks around and smiles
seeing no one raising a hand to
answer his question. Slowly he
crouches down on one knee, “You
see this?” he points to what looks
like an ant trail but to the Soldiers
surprise, a wire protrudes at the
end of the trail. “These are the kind
of mistakes that get people killed
and that is why I am going to train
you guys on what to look for and
how to clear a house properly.”
“Nowlinebackupandlet’strythis
again, step by step,” Hussey grins.
And just as quickly as the
command is given, the Soldiers
quickly set back up behind the
barriers to start the Level 1 class
on HBIEDs while at Forward
Operating Base Warhorse, Jan. 9.
“Typically we train Coalition
Forces here at Warhorse or
within our area of operation,”
said Hussey. “But we have been
starting to integrate the Iraqi
Army into our training as well.”
“HBIEDs and booby trapped
buildings have been a pretty
decent threat out here; we’ve had
Call of the Wolf, OIF 21 Oct ‘08 - 12 Sept ‘09 16

teach

clea

a few casualties,” Hussey stated.
“We’ve created this training to
give some safe tools to the Soldiers
so that they can stay safe and be
confident in what they’ve learned.”

The HBIED training site is
composed of a wood house and
several CONEXs converted into
buildings. Each room is booby
trapped with different scenarios
which are realistic to what a
Soldier might see when out in
the field, according to Hussey.

“We try to keep things pretty
realistic to the devices that
are found in our AO,” Hussey
explained while pointing out
different places where IEDs could
be hidden in the walls of the house
at the training site. “Simple things
like victim-operated devices such
as crush wire, IEDs, trip wires
in  doorways, anti-personnel
landmines and command wire
IEDs. They are all pretty basic and
things the Soldiers can identify and
learn proper safety procedures to
work around them,” Hussey stated.

“They are devices we’ve
recovered from the field; things
we’ve built up that are simulations
of devices that are actually out
there,” Hussey said, walking
toward the next training station.

“Make sure you  guys
communicate with each other.
There’s no since in trying to
clear something by yourself. You
have to work together as a team,”
Hussey shouts to the Soldiers.

Hiding himself inside a room
of one of the houses, Hussey
continued to explain, “Prior to even
touching a house, do a 360 degree
reconnaissance around the outside.
Get any type of information you

S()Ll)ll* RS

rance

can gather on the house by looking
inside windows, looking outside
and around the house, look above
the house, look for anything that
may look suspicious, anything
out of the ordinary like piles of
brush in the doorway, command
wire routed along the ground and
through windows, entry and exit
access to the house; these are all key
factors to look for,” Hussey stated.

“Seeing inside those windows
is really important to see if you
can identify any type of hazards
inside or any type of unknown
materials that you can check out
once you enter the house,” Hussey
said. “But if you identify these
threats prior to entering the house,
you’ve mitigated an extensive
amount of risk prior to entering it.”

“Shhh, here they come,”
Hussey grinned as he crouched
lower in his hiding spot.

After about ten minutes of
waiting, Hussey finally popped
out of his hiding position. “Now,
if I were an insurgent, you guys
would be done,” Hussey looks
at the Soldiers. “You must
ensure to check everything,
even if it’s something as simple
as knocking on wood,” Hussey
tapped on the wall with his hand.

Even though Navy EOD offers
two levels of HBIED classes,
Hussey integrates techniques
from both classes into his training
to better prepare the Soldiers.

“We teach two levels; level one
is simple recognition of the threats
and going through techniques to
teach the Soldiers to be safe. Level
two is more identifying the threats
as soon as possible and taking
appropriate measures like knowing
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ost people think that all
Airmen do is fly airplanes.
Most people are wrong.
Whilethe United States Air Force
does use aircraft to supplement and
defend U.S. Forces on ground in
combatzones,ittakesaconsiderable
amount of ground coordination
to organize a successful air strike
— to drop a bomb from an aircraft
onto a selected ground target.
This organization is provided
by Airmen such as Staff Sgt.
Andrew Carpenter, joint terminal
attack  controller, 5th  Air
Support Operations Squadron,
attached to 2nd Battalion, 8th
Field Artillery Regiment, 1st
Stryker Brigade Combat Team,
25th Infantry Division.
“The biggest factor for us, our
main focus, is making sure that all
the friendly forces are out of harm’s
way so we don’t have an incident
of fratricide,” said Carpenter.
Ultimately, it is a
communications specialist who
corresponds with troops on ground
who runs the show. This specialist
will get a grid coordinate for the
target on ground once the locations
of all ground forces has been

established, said Carpenter.
“It has to be very

precise,” Carpenter said.
After establishing a grid

coordinate with the pilots of the
aircraft and all further information
regarding a bomb drop onto a
selected ground target is passed on,
that’s when the communications
specialist will enter into an actual
control procedure with the pilots.
“We try to talk the pilots’ eyes
onto the target so they can see what

Pfc. Lukas Couvaras, an
infantryman with 2nd Battalion,
8th Field Artillery Regiment,
1st Stryker Brigade Combat
Team, 25th Infantry Division
looks on from a distance at the
results of a Joint Direct Attack
Munitions demolishing a school
in Amugaten, Iraq, Feb. 7. The
school was a known house-
born  improvised explosive
carrier and was destroyed
as part of a joint mission
called Operation Automatic
Pursuit I, lead by U.S. Forces
and 3rd and 4th Battalions,
18th  Brigade, Iraqi Army.

we’re talking about,” Carpenter
said. “From there, we have to
work out what direction they will
be flying in from. If, for whatever
reason, a bomb falls short or long,
it could cause fratricide. So, we try
not to have them flying in toward
friendly people. We have them
fly parallel to friendly forces.”
The success of all of these factors
determines the success of the drop,
said Carpenter. If all information
1s communicated properly, an air
strike 1s extremely successful,
but the job isn’t always easy.
“It gets pretty hairy sometimes,”

Carpenter said. “But we’re
very good at what we do.”
Communication, said

Carpenter, is the key to success.
“Our main job is knowing
how to use a radio,” he said.
Along  with  coordinating
air assault missions, 2-8 FA’s
Air Force brethren work with
a myriad of aircraft in order to
support the ground missions
of 1st SBCT, 25th Inf. Div.
“We’ve got a jamming aircraft
that we can use to jam signals
from anything from cell phones,

to remote controlled improvised

explosive devices,” Carpenter
said. “We can work with
unmanned aerial vehicles to do
some intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance.”
The most difficult part about
this highly coordinated job?
Sitting in a tactical operations
center, said Carpenter.
“Three years ago and when
I came in 2003, we were very
much going outside the wire,
going out with companies and
doing operations on a daily basis,”
he said. “Technology has kind
of hampered us. People might
think it’s easy because I can do
everything I need to do from the
TOC, but I would much rather be
out there, boots on ground, with
the guys and doing my job.”
Though the way he operates
during deployment is different now
than it was before, Carpenter would
not trade doing this job, or who he’s
doing this job with, for anything.
“I'like my job and I love working
with 2-8,” he said. “They’re the best
battalion I’ve worked with in six
and ahalfyears ofdoingthisjob.”

Call of the Wolf, OIF 2T Oct ‘08 - 12 Sept ‘09 19



misigorg.M‘adc;in E‘:irs.tg_)binhhﬁaqi~(:<

April 2009 issue
Story and photos by
Sgt. Jeremy Pitcher
145th MPAD
was made

I I istory
as the first joint

U.S. and Iraqi Army Non-
Commissioned Officer
ceremony was held at
Forward Operating Base
Faylok in Diyala province
on March 27. Soldiers from
3¢ Battalion, 21° Infantry
Regiment, I Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 25"
Infantry Division joined
with Soldiers of the 20
Brigade, 5™ Iraqi Army

Divisionto officially induct
their newest members
into the NCO Corps.

Ofthe 27 Soldiersthatwere
inducted in the ceremony,
18 were members of the 3-
21 Inf. and 9 were members
of the 20™ TA Brigade.

Though the ceremony is
notrequired for Soldiers who
become NCOs the ceremony
is seen as a time-honored
tradition that displays the
pride and respect Soldiers
have for  the Corps.

“It is a great honor. I
know when I came up as a
Sergeant, this was pretty
much the tradition and
the norm, but due to all

of the deployments it has
kind of went away. So it
is good to see it come back
and to see the Soldiers
get to participate,” said
First Sgt. Richard Beaver
of 3-21 Inf.The ceremony
began with the playing of
the U.S. and Iraqi national
anthems symbolizing the
bond the two groups have
created with each other.

“We have united over
the last few years. Last
deployment we didn’t joke
around or talk to them
[Iraqgi Army] very much
but now we interact with
them quite a bit,” said Sgt.
Melvin Gibson, an NCO

Iragi Soldiers stand at attention after reciting the Iragi Army Non-Commissioned Officer’s creed on
March 27. The joint ceremony is a testament to the partnership that has been formed by Coalition
and Iraqi Security Forces. The historical event is hoped to be just the first of many more in the

future.
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American Soldiers raise their right hands while reciting the Non-Commissioned Officer’s creed on
March 27. The first joint induction ceremony included 18 Soldiers from 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry
Regiment, 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division and 9 Soldiers from 20th Bri-
gade, 5th Iraqgi Army Division.

inductee with the 3-21 Inf.
During the ceremony
the Soldiers from each
respective nation stood

and recited their service’s
NCO creed. Each creed

was then interpreted to
the others language so
all  could acknowledge
the creed being recited.
The guest speaker
for the ceremony was

Command Sgt. Maj. Robert
Austin of the 25" Brigade
Support Battalion, 1/25%
SBCT who spoke on what
it means to be a leader
and NCO in the military.

“It was an honor for me
to be chosen as the guest

speaker to be able to give
a message to the young
leaders; our future leaders
of tomorrow,” said Austin.

After Austin spoke, four

senior U.S. NCOs along
with one Iraqi NCO entered
and lit four separate

candles signifying the core
principles of the military
and its forever endurance.

The Soldiers then walked
through an archway and
over a small wooden
bridge on the event’s stage
to signify their passage
into the NCO Corps.

“This 1s something 1’11
always remember; the
biggest reason is because

of the TA. It just shows
that every day we are
getting closer to the

Iraqi people and the Iraqi
Army,” said NCO inductee

Sgt. Jessie Calvillo,
Company C, 3-21 Inf.

After the ceremony
closed the new inductees

lined up and were greeted
with smiles and handshakes
from their fellow Soldiers
from both the U.S. and
Iraq. The historical event
was a defining mark in the
relationship between the two
nations, once enemies, now
comrades, in the struggle
to bring peace to a nation.
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nfantry Soldiers from Company A, 1*
Battalion, 5% Infantry Regiment, 1%
Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25™ Infantry
Division, do more while deployed than
simply patrol the streets of Iraq in order
to keep the towns and villages within the
Diyala Province safe for its residents;
these Soldiers train Iraqi Police in the
Emergency Response Force on various skills
that will prepare them for self-sustaining
justice on the streets of the province.
“We’ve been going from safe-house
to safe-house teaching them different
things,” said 2" Lt. Matthew Kotlarski,
platoon leader, Co. A, 1% Bn, 5" Inf. Regt.
“Such as room clearing, searches, how to
conduct a raid, interrogation techniques,
tactical questioning, those sort of things.”
Training these IPs is an effort the newly
deployed 1% Bn., 5" Inf. Regt. Soldiers have
continued from the unit they recently replaced
and have made strides to not only train more
often, but improve upon the training as well.
“The last unit was doing classes with the IPs
and it was kind of haphazard because the old
IP units kept moving in and out,” Kotlarski
said. “This current IP unit has been here for a
little while, so we started doing the classes.”
The Soldiers train the IPs on tasks that are
necessary not only to mission safety, but also
thesafety oftheresidents ofthe DiyalaProvince
and have a working program in place to ensure
the training is accomplished, said Kotlarski.
“We had an idea of what they needed
to work on and made a list of classes,”
he said. “Prior to a patrol, we assign a
squad with the teaching for the day.”
When these Soldiers go out on patrol,
they first train IPs in the area on a certain
skill and proceed to finish their patrol
alongside the IPs they just finished training,
Kotlarski said, an occurrence which
happens five or six times a week and is
important to the future safety of the country.
“We’re trying to work on their basic
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skills,” Kotlarski said. “We’re not trying
to get them overly trained, but we’re trying
to teach them skills they can use. It’s so
when we get pulled out we can turn over the
province to them. It’s so they can stand up
on their own and conduct police operations
to a point where they don’t need us looking
over their shoulder or backing them up.”

This is something Staff Sgt. Timothy
Kelly, squad leader, Co. A, I Bn., 5%
Inf. Regt. feels that while the Iraqi

Security Forces are well on their way to

achieving, they are still not ready for.
“When I was here two years ago, the ISF

were pretty disorganized,” Kelly said of a

previous deployment. “They still have a long

way to go, butthey’re very motivatedtolearn.”
Kotlarski agreed.

Il -

An infantry Soldier with Company A, 1st Stryk-
er Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, demontrates one of the steps of properly
entering and clearing a room of threats while
training Iragi Police on the procedure, Nov. 18.



“They’re very receptive to the training,” he
said. “In fact, their officers take the training
we teach them and they go and teach it to the
rest of their guys. It’s not quite to the level of
training we’re at, but at least it’s something.
It shows that they’re being proactive.”

The IPs that have gone through the
training given by the infantry Soldiers
have also shown a willingness to apply
what they’ve been taught, Kotlarski said.

“They try to apply what they’ve been

taught,” he said. “Sometimes they fall
back into bad habits. For the most part,
though, they’re trying to take it and

apply it when they go out on patrols.”

Though Kotlarski feels these Iraqi Police are
not yetready to completely meet the challenge
of patrolling the streets of Iraq alone quite yet,
he feels that they are well on their way, he said.

“They seem like they’ve come a long way,”
he said. “They’re really taking ownership.
They’re not ready to go on their own,
I’d say, but they are well on their way.”

Police

Iraqi
ing exercise conducted by Soldiers from Company A,

try Regiment, 1st Stryker

in the Emergency Response Force participate

Brigade Combat Team, 25th

Staff Sgt. Timothy Kelly, Squad leader, Com-
pany A, 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry Regiment,
1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infan-
try Division, demonstrates one of the steps of
properly entering and clearing a room of threats
while training Iragi Police on the procedure.

in a
1st Battalion,
Infantry  Division,

room-clearing train-
5th  Infan-
Nov. 18.
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Sgt. Monique Raymundo supervises, while Spc. Shaun Grigsby assists, both medics with Brigade
Support Medical Company, 25th Brigade Support Battalion, 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th
Infantry Division, local Iragi Police in how to properly seat carry a patient to safety without injury
to themselves or to the patient during a combat life saving class at Callas, Iraq, November 12.

ARMED WITH COMBAT LIFE SAVING SKILLS

December 2008 issue

Story and Photos by

Spc. Opal Vaughn

14th Public Affairs Detachment

S aving the life of another
takes courage. Combat
medics are trained to do just
that. They utilize the training
they receive in advance
individual training and ensure
the health and well-being of
an injured or sickly patient.

Forward Operating Base
Warhorse houses some of
the finest combat medics.
Medics with Brigade Support
Medical Company, 25th
Brigade Support Battalion,
Ist Stryker Brigade Combat
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Team, 25th Infantry Division,
venture outside the wire on
a weekly basis and take the
skills they have learned and
teach local Iraqi police to do
the same as part of an ongoing
mission, BSB Diamond.

Callas, Iraq is just one stop
on the long list of Iraqi police
operational posts in the Diyala
province of Iraq, Nov. 12.

“We teach different classes
- bleeding control, shock,
airway, burns, moving patients
around safely and quickly,
preventative medicine and
field sanitation,” said Sgt.
Monique Raymundo, a medic
with BSMC, 25th BSB,
Ist SBCT, 25th Inf. Div.

“It was a little difficult

for me because it was my
first time teaching this
class with an interpreter,”
Raymundo stated. “But the
IPs seemed pretty receptive
to what [ was teaching them.”

According to Raymundo, for
the BSMC Soldiers, teaching
is not something new for them.
“We usually teach the CLS
classes to our Soldiers in the
rear all the time. That is how
we learn to teach and dually
train as well. And during
missions, we have a different
medic come out to teach
each time so that everyone
can get the experience of
teaching,” Raymundo added.

Spreading the knowledge

of combat life saving



Spc. Shaun Grigsby, a medic with Brigade Support Medical Com-
pany, 25th Brigade Support Battalion, 1st Stryker Brigade Combat
Team, 25th Infantry Division, shows local Iragi Police how to properly
fireman carry a man to safety without injury to themselves or to the
patientduringacombatlife savingclassatCallas, Irag,November12.

techniques is not just for one
IP station though. Medics
with BSMC try to get out
to as many IP operational
posts as possible, said Capt.
Gabriel Medley, BSMC, 25th
BSB, 1st SBCT, 25th Inf.
Div company commander.

“These classes are essential
to ease the transitioning
process when we’re dealing

with the IP’s and provincial
Iraqi control,” Medley stated.
“It can be difficult because of
the language barriers but we
have several interpreters on
hand to mediate the language
between the IPs and wus.”

“In order to have a smooth
transition we have a team of
three that usually teach with
a hard copy of the training

for that day, translated in
Arabic so the IPs can follow
along. Plus, all of our classes
are on digits so that we
can make as many copies
possible, which the IPs can
keep,” Medley continued.

In support of the BSMC
medics and the transitioning
process, the 202nd Military

Police Company, was
also at  Callas  district
headquarters to help.

“Our  mission is to
escort the reconstruction
team for medical training,
generator mechanical
repairs and additional
security reinforcement

equipment,” said Staff Sgt.
David Mickem, 202nd MP
Co. non-commissioned
officer in charge.

“But we also advise IP
operations, training in police
techniques and working with
our I[P counterparts to ensure
they are appropriating all
of the training and policies,
Mickem stated. “We do this
to help stabilize all of the
IP operations in the area so
that we can utilize the Iraqi
army forces in other areas.”

“Law and order and
security in the area are
essential,” Mickem stated.

Even when the BSMC Soldiers
aren’t out and about teaching
the local IPs CLS classes,
they’re back at the FOB
providing medical support.

“We provide medical aerial
support for the FOB and we
also send a lot of our medics
out on missions with the
personal security detachment
and the combat logistic
patrols,” Medley  stated.
“Our medics are at every
echelonofthebattlefield,” said
Medley. “They’redoinga great
job in this transition process.”
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Partnership program to train Iraqi mechanics
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oldiers with 25th Brigade
Support Battalion, 1st Stryk-

er Brigade Combat Team, 25th In-
fantry Division, have begun train-
ing Iraqi Army Soldiers the delicate
art of vehicular machinery at For-
ward Operating Base Warhorse, lo-
cated in the Diyala Province of Iraq.
“We first started training them
close to the end of the year, 2008,”
said Staff Sgt. Ramiro Carrasco,
an automotive mechanic currently
overseeing the training of the Iraqi
Army soldiers involved with the
program. “We have them, roughly,
for about two weeks at a time.”
The training was started as part of

a partnership program between 1st
SBCT, 25th Inf. Div., and the Iraqi
Army in the area, said Carrasco.
Carrasco also explained that the
program is designed around the
knowledge base of the individu-

An Iraqi Army Soldier attends

his last day of automotive
training at Forward Operat-
ing Base Warhorse, located
in the Diyala Province of Iraq.
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An
vee after attending a two week training course at For-
ward Operating Base Warhorse. The training is being con-
ducted by Soldiers with 25th Brigade Support Battalion,

1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th

als going through it at the time.

“We do a knowledge assess-
ment of what it is that they know
and we actually base our curricu-
lum (on) how much they know,”
the native of Dallas, Texas, said.
“We’ve actually gotten some that
are pretty proficient in different ar-
eas. The last crew...we had two of
them who were electricians. When
we got to the electrical portion of
the training it became relatively
easy just for the simple fact that
they had some knowledge base.”

Training these individuals serves
a strong purpose, said Carrasco.

“They’re going to have a lot of
the same equipment that we cur-
rently have or that we’ve given
them already,” he said. “So it’s best
that we teach them how to use it and
how to troubleshoot the problems.”

So far, Carrasco said, that
has been the chief element in
training the Iraqi Army Sol-
diers on vehicle mechanics.

“A lot of it has to do with just

Iragi Army Soldier conducts maintenance on a hum-

Infantry Division.

troubleshooting — just finding the
right answers to the problem,”
he said. “Once we’ve gotten past
that, then we just show them
how maintain the equipment.”

The most challenging part
about the training, however,
has been breaking old habits.

“We try and teach them the cur-
riculum by the textbook itself,”
Carrasco said. “With these guys,
it’s almost like a shade-tree me-
chanic. They’re just trying to get
to it, versus trying to do it right.”

The completed training is not
donewithoutavail. Carrascoassures
that it is all for a greater purpose.

“At the end of every day they
do a check on learning and it’s
not just something they’re going
through the motions with,” he said.
“We’re trying to teach them some-
thing more advanced they can take
back to their units with them. At
the end of the day, they actually
retain what it is they’re doing.”



RETRANS Keeps Soldiers Talking on the Battlefield
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ommunications on the
battlefield are a crucial
necessity which can be easily
overlooked by the average
Soldier conducting their day-
to-day business. The ability to
pick up a microphone and talk
to another person or leadership
may seem as simplistic as
just a push of the button,
in reality it is anything but.
For Soldiers of the 176
Signal Company, Brigade
Troops Battalion, 1% Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 25%
Infantry Division the mission
to  keep communications
working throughout the Diyala
Province is a daunting task.
Their response: go mobile.
With three retransmitting
teams, the 176" has established
two locations in strategic

regions of the province and
additionally have amobile asset
that can travel to the battlefield
to keep the eight different

communicationnetworks going.

A “Retrans” team is equipped
with a set of four antennas.
They move to a location and
setup up the antennas to receive
incoming signals. These
signals are then relayed from
the site to their desired location.
Without the retransmission,
these signals would fall short
of their desired recipient
and would not be heard.

The real ingenuity came
in making the whole system
mobile. Staff Sgt. Brian
Gentile of the 176™ believes
their construction of mounting
four antennas on each of the
unit’s two Stryker wvehicles
in order to allow for near
instant  repositioning may
be a first for the Army.

“Before, if we were told
to go somewhere it was a
long task, now it 1is like
‘ok you want us there’, and
we’re gone,” said Gentile.

This added mobility also adds
to the ground troops’ ability to
conduct missions. “Since we
can resend communications a
long way it extends the battle-
space for the troops. It allows

them to move where they
are needed,” said Specialist
Harvey Watson of the 176%.

With these capabilities, the
176™ has the ability to move
out and around the battlefield,
giving them a capability which
distinguishes them from the rest
of the communications unit.

“We are the only ones who
go out with the infantryman.
What we do affects them
directly,” said Gentile.

In the end, the technology
utilized by the military would
never meet its potential without
dedicated, hard-working
Soldiers that have a passion
for their jobs behind the wheel.

“It 1s all about the Soldier.
Without the Soldier none of
this would be possible,” said
Sgt. Shane Smith of the 176™.

With the ever-evolving role
of U.S. military forces in
Diyala and throughout Iraq,
staying flexible and mobile
is crucial to taking the fight
to the enemy. The Soldiers
of the 176™ Signal Company
are doing just that, while
making intricate complexities
as simple as pushing a button.

Specialist Conan Shuman and
Spc. Whitney Blaise of 176th
Signal Company, Brigade
Troops Battalion, 1st Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 25th In-
fantry Division, raise an antenna
mounted to the top of a Stryker
combat vehicle on April 17.
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efore the sun rose the
morning of  March

26, Soldiers of Headquarters
and Headquarters Company,
1t Battalion, 24" Infantry
Regiment were already on the
move, heading for the villages
of Abu Bakr and Abu Awad.
The Soldiers, commanded
by Capt. Matthew D.
Mackey, were beginning
Operation Legion Pursuit II.
The top three key tasks of

Legion Pursuit Il were to project
and sustain Iraqi Security and
Coalition Forces in the area,
conduct a detailed census
of the towns and to provide
humanitarian assistance in
order to bolster ISF and local
national relations, said Mackey.

“To accomplish the first
task is to project ISF and
Coalition  Forces combat
power in the sector; go out
there with the people and
stay out there for an extended
period of time,” said Mackey.

The force projection was
intended to be provided by
combat air support and the large
amount of ISF and Coalition

@

A

forces. However, once at the
village of Abu Bakr, the Soldiers
noticed the target area was now
covered by farmland that they
didn’t want to destroy; after a
short deliberation the air strike
was called off and artillery fire
was coordinated, firing into an
unused area of the river valley.

In order to complete the
census, Coalition Forces and
Iraqi Army Soldiers moved from
house to house using satellite
images that labeled each
building in the two villages.
Overall, approximately 422
buildings  were  searched.
Included in that number were
houses, animal pens and
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Pfc. Konrad, a member of
Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company, 1st Bat-
talion, 24th Infantry Regi-
ment, 1st Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, 25th Infantry
Division provides security




other standing  structures.

“As a squad leader, I would
greet the village people, ask
them their concerns, comments,
if they’re getting enough food
and where they’re getting their
water from,” said Staff. Sgt.
Ian H. Martinez. “From there I
would write down their personal
information; who was the head
of the household, how many
males or females lived there and
how many children were there.”

Early in the first day of the
operation the villagers were
curious when the Soldiers
began moving from house to
house, but by midday and into
the second day word had passed
about the ISF and Coalitions
Forces’ intentions in the area
and the villagers began to open
up to Soldiers from both forces.

“They have seen us patrolling
before, but usually we (were)
doing a quick pass,” said
Mackey. “I saw no hostility;
once they understood why we
were there they were very open
and supportive. One woman
said she was very happy we
were working with the IA
and she hoped that someday
the TA could be at the level
of Coalition Forces, which I
think they are getting there.”

While maintaining security,
the Iraqi and Coalition
Soldiers were very personable
and respectful, many of the
noncommissioned officers have
deployed before and understand
the culture, said Mackey.

After clearing both villages
and the wadi’s, deep canyons
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Iragi Army and Coalition Soldiers speak with a Iraqi citizen during
the census phase of Operation Legion Pursuit I, March 26th.

caused by erosion leading to the
river valley, the IA dropped off
food supplies in the villages.

Preliminary results of the
operation show 422 homes
or structures were searched,

150 families were entered
into the census, 26 caves
were cleared and reduced
and four weapons caches

were located and exploited.
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CCSergeant, line ‘em up,”
yells Amarillo, Texas,
native 2nd Lt. Mark Herrmann,
platoon leader, 73rd Engineers
Company, 25th Brigade Troops
Battalion, 1st Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, 25th Infantry
Division, as he draws an imaginary
line with his finger in the air.

“Roger sir. Line it up guys,”
hollers Big Fork, Mich., native,
Staft Sgt. Peter Johnson, a combat
engineer squad leader with 73rd
Eng. Co., 25th BTB, Ist SBCT,
25th Inf. Div. And just as quickly
as the command is called, several
engineer Soldiers form a line
to sweep an open field of any
possible improvised explosive
devices in the Southern Legion
Area of Operations during a
route clearance mission, Dec. 21.

Slowly but surely the 73rd
Engineers have been clearing

Johnsonburg, Pa. native, Sgt.
Daniel Thorwart, a combat en-

gineer patrolman with 73rd
Engineers Company, Brigade
Troops Battalion, 1st Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 25th In-
fantry Division, digs to extract
any possible munitions, while
in the Southern Legion Area
of Operations, Iraq, Dec. 21
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the Southern Legion AO of
IEDs and munitions threat in
the area over the past months.

“The IED threat in our area is
not that great, however, there is a
lot of ordnance out and about and
a lot of caches,” Herrmann stated.
“Usually we go out on patrol and
clear the roads, but we are not
limited to just that. We can and
will do anything the brigade asks
us to accomplish. In this case, we
cleared an area in the Southern
Legion AO and found some old
munitions in the area so we went
ahead and reduced the ordnance.”

The task of route clearance
can be repetitive at times but in
good reason; it is a vital role in
the military’s mission toward
cleaning up Iraq and a task the
73rd Eng. Co. is willing to take on.

“Recently, we’ve been
conducting more and more searches
in the area,” Johnson stated while
directing some Soldiers to dig in
a spot where the Anps-12 Metal
Detector his unit uses to find

Long Island, N.Y. native, Spc.
Jasper Jones, a route clear-
ance patrolman with 73rd En-

gineers Company, Brigade
Troops Battalion, 1st Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 25th
Infantry Division, uses an An/
pss-12 Metal Detector to clear
an overgrown palm tree of
any possible munitions, while
in the Southern Legion Area
of Operations, Iraq, Dec. 21.

munitions, signaled as a possible
threat. “One of our biggest jobs
right now is to confirm or deny
whether these caches exist. So the
more we look, the betteridea we can
gauge on munitions in the area and
deem them clear,” added Johnson.

According to Johnson, making
sure insurgents are aware of the
coalition forces, [P and [A presence
is the most important aspect to
ridding Iraq of possible munitions
and ordnance threats. “We are
showing a presence,” Johnson
stated. “Our aggressive searches
and clearing operations will deter
any insurgents from going back to
the areas we have cleared, from
placing new munitions in the area.”

The hard work of the 73rd
Eng. Co. has been paying off.
Even when a large cache is not
found, every little bit helps.

“Apparently, this area use to
be an old battle field position,”
said Fairmont, Minn., native Sgt.
Ist Class Chris Wolter, a platoon
sergeant with 73rd Eng. Co., 25th
BTB, 1st SBCT, 25th Inf. Div.
“So far we’ve found fuses and
recoilless rifle tail extensions. It
may not seem like much but with

Soldiers with the 73rd Engineers
Company, Brigade Troops Bat-

talion, 1st Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, 25th Infantry
Division, pull security while
on a route clearance mission,
while in the Southern Legion
Area of Operations, Dec. 21.



just these few items, an insurgent
can utilize the parts and pieces
from the used munitions to make
IEDs. So if I'm not familiar with
something we find out here, then
I call up EOD to dispose of or
collect up the ordnance we find. “

When EOD is not hand, the
responsibility of  disposing
of munitions falls into the
hands of the 73rd Eng. Co.

“Another Soldier on our team
and I are on hand and qualified
to destroy any munitions found,”
Wolter stated. “What determines
destroying munitions is if it’s any
type of factory made munitions
found, I am authorized to destroy it.
But if the munitions are manmade
IEDs, VBIEDs, HBIEDs, or if
it’s a large weapons cache find,
then I will call up EOD to dispose
of the ordnance,” Wolter added.

Engineers in the military
are well known for rebuilding
communities and construction
projects. But according to
Herrmann, there is a lot more to
an engineer than meets the eye.

“There are several types of
engineer jobs,” Herrmann said.
“We are not construction engineers
like some may think, we’re
combat engineers. Right now,
we have one engineer company

detonate a 40Ib.

Soldiers
shaped charge to destroy mu-
nitions found in an open field,
while in the Southern Legion
Area of Operations, Iraq, Dec. 21

which supports the entire brigade.
Our mission title or our job title
is Dbasically route clearance.”

Even though the threat level is
not as high, Herrmann keeps his
Soldiers vigilant at all times. “I like
to mix things up quite frequently as
not to get complacent on patrols,”
Herrmann  said.  “Obviously,
travelling the roads everyday is
still very dangerous. IEDs are
still a threat toward forces on the
roads even though we haven’t
seen a high threat level in our
AO. But we all know it’s there.”

Herrmann continued to explain,
“When we’re on the ground, when
we’re looking for these old caches,
there have been a lot of defensive
belts. This simply means the enemy
1s trying to protect their cache sites
so they put up defensive IEDs;
specifically in palm groves, they
lace coke bottle IEDs with wire
and target the single Soldier and
attempt to wound them as much
as possible,” Herrmann stated.

“So when we find these caches
we disable them,” Herrmann added.

However long the road to
purging Iraq of caches will take,
Herrmann notes coalition and Iraqi
forces are still making progress.

“A  majority of the local
nationals we come in contact with

A soldier with the 73rd En-

gineers Company, Brigade
Troops Battalion, 1st Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 25th
Infantry  Division  searches
for hidden munitions while in
the  Southern Legion Area
of Operations, Irag, Dec. 21

are pretty receptive to coalition
force presence,” Herrmann stated.
“But a lot of the areas we have
been going into have not seen
any coalition force presence at
all so the people are still kind
of weary and take a stand-off
approach when we come through.”
Even with the little amount of
coalition force contact, the local
nations still continue to assist Iraqi
and coalition forces in any way they
can. Herrmann credits this to the
increase in security in the local area.

“It’s amazing to see the Iraqi
police and Iraqi army presence in
the area,” Herrmann stated. “The
reason there is no imminent [ED
threat in our AO is because there
are IP check points now, almost
every 100 yards apart. What the
IP and IA are doing is great; they
are changing the whole fight as far
as being capable and ready to take
control at any minute’s notice.”

P =

*-f“'r e '1’- :
[ % ‘.ﬂ“'{h e R L 2N T e ]

S

Fairmont, Minn. native, Sgt.
1st Class Chris Wolter, platoon
sergeant, and Phoenix, Ariz.
native, Spc. Todd Casham,
a route clearance patrolman,
both with 73rd Engineers Com-
pany, Brigade Toops Battalion,
1st Stryker Brigade Combat
Team, 25th Infantry Division,
set up a 40lb. shaped charge
to destroy used munitions
found in an open field, while
in the Southern Legion Area
of Operations, Iraq, Dec. 21.
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n the previously volatile
South Balad Ruz area of
Diyala, units of Task Force
3rd Battalion, 66th Armor
Regiment are continually
patrolling the area, bringing
safetyandstability totheregion.
One such unitis 3rd Platoon,
Company A, 1st Battalion,
2nd Infantry Regiment, Task
Force 3-66. Approved by
the regional Iraqi Army, the
operation was just one part of
a series of combined patrols
designed to bring stability to
the region. The platoon spent
three days clearing a section of
the Sawa Canal and patrolling
routes near the villages of
30th Tamuz, Shanana and
Tawilla from April 18 to 20.
“The canals give the
insurgents a quick avenue of
approach in and out of the
area,” said Sgt. Ist Class
David Jones, platoon sergeant,
3rd Platoon. “They also
use canals that size to store
weapons and as hiding places.”
Jones, of Warwick, R.I.,
said the platoon cleared
approximately 11,000 meters
of canal in two days. In order
to cover as much ground as
possible the platoon broke
into 4 elements to clear the
canal. Most of the Soldiers
dismounted and walked along
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Soldiers of 3rd Platoon, Company A, 1st Battalion, 2nd Infantry
Regiment, Task Force 3-66 pass out candy to children of 30th Tamuz
during a three day patrol of the Balad Ruz area of Diyala, April 19.

the far side, center and left
side of the canal maintaining
the high ground while their
vehicles,includingtwo Bradley
Fighting Vehicles, provided
overwatch on the far left flank.

After each day of
clearing the canal the
Soldiers would conduct

mounted patrols in the area.

“The night patrols let the
enemy know we are still in the
area, and prevents them from
moving around,” said 1st Lt.
Christopher Champlin, 3rd
Platoon Leader,and graduate of
Northern Michigan University.

According to Champlin, the
Iraqi Army has recently been
increasing their presence in
the region. Most recently,
the Iraqi Army began setting
up a camp in the area,
moving in an additional

700 Soldiers to add an even
greater ISF presence to the
security of South Balad Ruz.

The morning of April
19 the platoon completed
clearing the canal and began
mounted patrols of routes
through villages in the area of
operations. While visiting the
villages the Soldiers took time
to pass out candy to children.

Jones said he has seen
improvements in the villager’s
opinion of Coalition forces
during this deployment and
attributes them to the Soldiers
kindness to the Iraqi people.

“When we come now it’s
like a parade; we always try to
bring candy for the kids,” said
Jones. “Sometimes we’ll have
little kids who have a boo-boo
and our medic will clean them
up and give them a band-aid.”
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He added it’s not just
children who are recipients of
the kindness of his Soldiers,
“Some of the men will have a
headache and we’ll give him
an aspirin. It seems like small
thing but those small things
show we aren’t here to harm
them or take things from them.
We are here to help them out.”

Throughout the three
day patrol the Soldiers
did not find any hidden
caches or insurgents.
“This  patrol was fairly
uneventful,” said Champlin

added Jones talking about how
the action in South Balad Ruz
is not as kinetic as when Task
Force 3-66 arrived in the area.

The missions and daily
patrols conducted by 3rd
Platoon and other units of
Task Force 3-66 build good
relations and are bringing
both security and stability to
Balad Ruz. However, even
with a more stable Balad Ruz,
the area is still dangerous.

Recently several IA
Soldiers have been killed
and 3rd Platoon lost a

“We’veaccomplishedagreat;—'Soldier when a house borne

deal in a short amount of time,”
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Soldiers of 3rd Platoon, Company A, 1st Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regiment,
66 patrol the high ground of the Sawa Canal in the South Balad Ruz area

IED detonated on April 5.

Palad Ruz

“My boys are probably the
tightest platoon I’ve seen in
my fifteen years in the Army.
They’re  very  brotherly,”
said Jones. “When Spc.
Candelaria died it definitely
took a toll on wus. Our
hearts go out to his family.”

Jones said his Soldiers

still have their heads in
the game and are still
focused on the mission.

“That area is 80 percent
better than when we got

here,” Jones K;Qr-“_l' won’t
. .

say 100 percent because we

still have some problems, but

. . = [ 1 2

it will continue et better.
sk Force 3-
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new attack force has
rrived at Forward
Operating Base Warhorse

located in Diyala, Iraq, Dec. 11.
The 110th Attack Reconnaissance
Battalion, better known as the
“Tiger Sharks,” have already
..begun o take flight with their
distinct Apac'he attack helicopters,
but not VV' thout the assistance
of therr ground troops, who
keep the mighty birds a flight.
“My unit handles any missions

as far as the forward arming and

~ refuel point is concerned,” said 1st
Lt. William Tveten, platoon leader
for Echo Company, 110th ATK
Recon. Bn. “But.we are mainly an

-~ attack reconnaissarice battalion in
“support of 1st SBCT, 25th Inf. Div.

for air support. Our pilots go out
and do reconnaissance missions,
improvised  explosive  device
detection and counter insurgency.”

An Apache attack helicopter
is the Army’s primary attack
helicopter which was first used in
combat in 1989 in the U.S. military
action in Panama. The AH-64
Apache, which is a successor to

the AH-1 Cobra, is a versatile
aircraft which can be maneuvered

during the day or night or in “B

adverse weather conditions. The
Apache also carries a healthy
mixture of rockets and fixed
armament on the outer body
of the aircraft. So keeping this
aircraft in flight is an important
mission for the Tiger Sharks.

Running the FARP for Warhorse
is not the only job the Tiger
Sharks are tasked with, according
to Escendido, Calif. native, Pfc.
Kevin Dunn, a ‘mechanic with
Hammer Heads Company, 110th
ATK Reconn. Bn. “I’m an Apache
repairer,” said = Dunn. “T also
inspect the Apache aircraft for
flight operations and ensure they
are mission capable. If an Apache
helicopter is broken, ‘then I fix
it all up and make it fly again.”

«Dunnisjustone ofthe many Tiger
Sharks working hard to keep the
Apache a.ftugk helicopters in ﬂ1ght
Spread across tion
brigade has been broken down
into battalions in order to support
the fight in Iraq. “Each aviation
battalion has its own mission,
dependent on the type of aircraft
they support,” said Olympia, Wash.
native, Sgt. Willard Van Dalsen,
the section sergeant aviation
fueler with the Road Warriors

e
10th ATK Reconn. Bn.
we’re an Apache
i we’re trained to focus
onApaches but we are cros
to handle several types o
if need be,” Dalsen contin
“We are a multinational atta
force. We’ve worked on local Iraq
national aircraft, Black Hawks,
Chinooks, any type of aircraft
we can pretty much handle.”
There is a lot of history behind
the Tiger Shark name which is the
name of the battalion as a whole,
according to Tveten and Dalsen.
Based out of Hunter Army Airfield,
located in Savannah, Ga., the Tiger
Sharks derive from a long history
dating back to the war in Vietnam.
“Our unit has been around since
Vietnam,” Tveten stated. “We’ve
been called by many names,
including the Flying Tigers, but the
Tiger Sharkshavealways remalned
We went from Bragg, to Stewart, to
Hunter and now we w1ll reside at .
Drum once we get‘done"\'rﬁth this =
deployment and reass1gned' under
10th Mountain,” Tveten stated.
Regardless of where the Tiger
Sharks stand, Tveten is adamant
about keeping with heritage. “Even
though we will belong to 10th
Mountain and have moved from
our home in Georgia, we will still
maintain our Tiger Shark heritage.
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Small \/i”age a ngbol of

Kesurrection in ]rac:]

June 2009 issue
Story and Photos by
Sgt. Jeremy Pitcher
145th MPAD

In a small village south
of  Baqubah, something
extraordinary  is  happening.

Without the national attention or
funding seen in the larger cities
around Iraq, this small, out of the
way village has begun to rebuild
from almost complete destruction.

The village of Bey’a was once
an illustrious farming area located
on the Diyala River in the Diyala
province. Today all but a few

houses are nothing more than a

pile of rubble; evidence of years of
fighting in the region during some
of the most volatile years in Iraq.

The village housed over 30
families in 2006 before Al-Qaeda
in Iraq moved into the region
and threatened the families with
death if they did not join their
cause or leave.  This action
displaced nearly the entire
population, who fled with only
the possessions they could carry.

“They put pressure on us.
They tried to get us to join (Al-
Qaeda) them. When we said
we wouldn’t they threatened to
kill us,” said the village Sheik.

Three years later some of
the families have returned to

what used to be their homes.

Thishasnotdeterredtheresidents
however, who have come together
to share the remaining structures
leftstanding. With the limited space
some families have been forced to
live in small tents in an open field
just feet away from the rumble.

Despite reconstruction funding
not yet paid to the homeowners, the
families here have chosen to take
the initiative and begin the daunting
task of rebuilding on their own.

“We all pitch in and work
together to try to rebuild. We
work on each house together so
that families can move back into
their home,” said a local resident.

This hard work in a difficult

During the 2-8’s patrol of Bey’a Capt. John Turner speaks with the Bey’a Sheik and local residents.
Turner’s team has seen great progress being made by the people of the village through hard work

and initiative.
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situation has inspired members
of the 2™ Battalion, 8" Field
Artillery Regiment that controls —
the area Bey’a is located in.

“It 1s amazing for me to come
here and see the progress being
made,” said Captain John Turner
of the 2-8. “They have been so
willing to not only rebuild but
to reconcile within their own
community and around the area.”

On May 27, Turner and a team
from the Provincial Reconstruction
team went to the village in order
to see what projects were needed
and if they would be possible to
accomplish. Without a medical
clinic, septic system or school
for the area, the men of the small
village offered to donate the land
and volunteered their labor to
encourage needed development.

“These people are not lazy. They
do not expect for you just to give
them stuff. They are willing to work
to make this a better place. That
says a lot about them,” said Turner.

A Soldier pulls security in the small village as leader-
ship from the 2-8 and PRT meet with the local Sheik.

A young girl and her family rest during the heat of the day. Many
Families live in tents while rebuilding thier homes in the village of Beya
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A Soldier with Alpha Troop,
5th  Squadron,, 1st: Cavalry
Regiment, 1st Stryker’ Brigade
Combat, Team, 25th" Infantny
Division: pullstsecurityfnear: a
checképointiiniBDiyalaiProvince

Call of the Wolf, OIF 2T Oct 08 - 12 Sept 09 40

e

A
J—
T
s
- -- ah
P ek
% il -
e el Sl T basg
- ™)
- =
-
L3 - - L_ =g
- i . | — gl | "
- - i - - L - - ) &
1 - . ~ ! o T
— = ey iy (e . -
" - - L™ .};'.:_q_:__'! i
o~ e A W e e A I
.z - g BE k= P | -
. e L W
Vgl ML= O
< o g—
-



Maintaining security In Balad Ruz, Diyala
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checkpolnts in the area,;Nov., 19:
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makecSEmno) fﬁi alll, %
Even__tlgugh 1st Strl er'Brigade™
Combat™ Team, 25th Infantry
Division has only beeniin country
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SECurity, trans1t10n1ng
the ret'urn ofi-Iraqg.to 1ts1peop1e
Alpha dtoop, Sth Squadron
Ist Cavalry Regiment, 1st SBCT
25thints gD1V has taken the lead on
ma1nta1n1ng security for Forward
Operatlng Base Caldwell located
in/ Diyala, Iraq, by making) it
their mission,.one day arantime?

Forward  Operating = Base
 ICaldwell, formallr inhabited
by 2nd" Squadron,_3rd Armored
Cavalry Regiment and recently

turned over__to 5-1 Cayv., has
already begun ‘creating sand

storms throughout\Diyala and
Balad Ruz by ensuring the
local Iraqi police, Iraqi army,
Sons of Iraqn and emergency
merelief forces continue to stay on
task for the; betterment of Iraq.
Professional, thorough and a
tight-knit group of Soldiers,
Alpha Troop lives up to
every.  word, .they embody.

<l always, say threes things| to
my guysibefore CVERY m1ss1on
Do the r1ght thlng, do whats your
tramed to} do :andrtake care ‘of

your buddy,
—Iowa natlve lst' Lt ! Marcus
Green 2nd Platoon

IP slare doing their jobs correctly
and safely,” Green, stated. “It
gives them a sense of confidence
tomeknowathat__eventually we

can fum fhe counEy

we go to the check points and
spot check to ensure thellRsyare
trained properly ‘and conducting
all of’ the necessary stepsito not
only make themselyves safe}
but their, areas safe as well.”
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accordinggtOE 1% HEITY]
andl & WNlewe glve Sthe dogs )
treatibutiwe eepi them on‘aistrict
d1et because they are’ military
working dogs, Hull'  stated.

“The dogs' hold different job
responsibilities just like we do,”
Hull continued, “for instance,
we have combat trackers, dual
purpose and single purpose
dogs. A combat tracking dog
tracks humans, a dual purpose
dog\at-,tacks and detects and a
single purpose dog just tracks.”

Accordlng to Hull, the use of
canines br1ngs awhole new aspect
to) the ﬁghtl, in securing Iraq.

a‘“Floppers only been working

“By going to the check pointsssawithl mel for: about six months

it allows us to fine tune their
training as needed if we see
something done incorrectly or
nsafe act,” Green stated.
added  safety, Spc;
Eorrest Hull and his military
working _dog, “Elopper;  both
with HeadquarterssHeadquarters
Troop,—~K9;=Ist- SBCT, 25th
Inf.  Div.,, assisted Alpha
Troop in securing’ checkpoints
in Balad Ruz and Diyala.

“My job 1is to clear the
surrounding areas of checkpoints
in- the -area’ as’ well-as} search
vehicles randomly selected for
inspection, for any possible
explosive devices,” said Hull.
“Elopper. searches by checking
thelvinteriorn and) exterion  of
“the] Vehlcles We! 1nspect If he
51ts “then|s

sortI aboard' in} ;the Vehlcle We
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now,” said Hull “but he and
I' have had s'('o‘n“le big finds.”
Alpha Troop ensures the IPs
are doing their jol&cirrectly and
safely, but _ensuring Alpha Troop
does their job correctlyfand safely;
is “Alpha’ Troop scout: platoont
sergeant, Sgt. 1stClassNoahPugh',*
“Our mission was 'to 'Iclear
the palm groves with thep Elif_
but it'was deterred because they
could not support us ml'ﬁ}j%"r‘dq
mission,” said Pugh§Eslnstead s
we chan ge‘d" ouﬁ%&‘ute'&andnare ,.J,,J#r
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continued,. “I' ensure  quality
controloff my=Soldiers: sosthat
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321, raciiA.rmg conduct

June 2009 issue
Story and Photos by
Spc. Anthony Jones
145th MPAD
the face of

I :Ven in
adverse weather,

Soldiers of the Iraqi Army
trained alongside Coalition
Soldiers in combined strike
training on the flight line
of  Forward Operating
Base Normandy, April 8.

The training, conducted
by the IA’s Headquarters
and Headquarters Company,
20" Battalion, 5™ (TIA)
Division and 1% Platoon,
Company C, 37 Battalion,
21 Infantry Regiment, 1°*
Stryker Brigade Combat
Team, 2 5" Infantry
Division, was performed
to keep the Soldiers
prepared for an aerial quick
reaction force mission,
said Capt. Morgan Maier,
platoon leader, 15 Platoon.

Due to the adverse
weather; heavy clouds, sand
and partial rain, a helicopter
could not be provided
for the static training
portion, forcing Soldiers to
improvise and use cots to
simulate the inside of a UH-
60 Black Hawk helicopter.

The training included
how to safely enter and
exit a helicopter while
maintaining security.
Coalition Soldiers
demonstrated how to
properly conduct the

movement then had the [A
Soldiers join in and practice
conducting combined
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entering and exiting.

“This training 1s
important,” said Staff Sgt.
Caleb Mellette, a squad
leader with 1°* Platoon. “It
builds [the IA’s] confidence
and allows them to establish
their own tactics, training
and procedures (TTPs).”

Mellette added that
the static training is
productive for Coalition
Soldiers as well, pointing
out the language barrier
in coordinating movement
to and from the helicopter.

As a way to bypass
the language barrier the
Coalition Soldiers taught
hand and arm signals
to the IA; this allowed
for information about

movement and security to
be passed between Soldiers
of both Iraqi and Coalition
forces easily and quickly.
completing

After the

static load training, there
was another mandatory task:
the completion of the house-
borne improvised explosive
devise (HBIED) lane,
operated by a Navyexplosive
ordinance demolition team.

The TA Soldiers, lead by
an Iraqi non-commissioned
officer, navigated through
several stages of the
HBIED training complex,
finding several hidden
IEDs and booby traps.

Once inside the final
area of the HBIED trainer
the TA Soldiers collected
several intelligence items
and weapons placed by
Navy EOD personnel.

Following the IA’s
completion of the HBIED
training lane, Maier had
his Soldiers navigate the
lane in order to keep their
edge and reinforce previous
IED awareness training.

Iragi Army and  Coalition  Soldiers practice the
‘three  steps and drop” method of exiting a UH-
60 Black Hawk during joint strike training, April 8.



combined strike trajn ng

Iragi Army Soldiers belonging
to the 20th Battalion, 5th Iraqi
Army Division demonstrate their
room clearing technique to Co-
alition forces during combined
strike training at Forward Oper-
ating Base Normandy, April, 8.

Staff Sgt. Joshua Wilson briefs Iragi Army Soldiers on how to clear a large room with multiple door-
ways, providing feedback on what they did properly and what could have been done better. The
room clearing training was part of combined strike training conducted on FOB Normandy, April 8.

Call of the Wolf, OIF 2T Oct ‘08 - 12 Sept ‘09 43



August 2009 issue'
Story by Spc.-Anthony Jones
145th MPAD -
Photos provided by Co. A, 1st
Bn. 5th Inf. Regt.

he terrain changed, but
the = mission didn’t,”
stated Sgt. 1:Class Kevin Staddie,
of Riverton, Wyo., first sergeant
of Company A, the “Daggers”, 1
Battalion, 5 Infantry Regiment,
1t Stryker; Brigade Combat
Team, 251 'Infantry’ Division.

“Terrain, change” refers to the
mid-deployment move Company
A made from Diyala Province,
just northeast of Baghdad,
to the city of Mosul, in the
northern province of Ninawa.

After. spending four months

(44
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Infantrymen: to, they northern r"'c1ty itime sensitive target platoon and,

of' Mosul, at'a trme when the citys
was seeing some ofithe heaviests
action in ‘the. country of Iraq. .

“At that' time,
definitely, ‘a center of; gravity
for all offIraq. It was producing
more) significant activities and' ..
actions such as grenade attacks
than most of the country,”
said Capt. Luke Booth, Alpha
Company’s - executive officer,
and a Casper, Wyo. native.

Upon arrival in Mosul in
February 2009, Company A was
attached to the 3 Squadron, 8"
Cavalry,3""HeavyBrigade Combat

.'l
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Chaplain’s Corner

Thriving Relationships
amd Ffinishing Strong

As I reflect on the past
year and all that has
transpired, I am awestruck by the
enormous sacrifice, dedication,
and hard work of so many. It
has been my sincere honor to
serve every Soldier and Family
member in this brigade during
this combat rotation. Like every
deployment and combat rotation,
this one has presented its own
set of unique challenges. There
have been days of high stress and
frustrated people over-subscribed
to the 24-hour day because of
the demands of the mission. Yet
in the middle of it all, stronger
relationships  developed and
many Arctic Wolves leave Iraq
with lifelong friendships of
resounding fidelity that was
forged like steel in hardship.

I have noticed two types of
people who endure hard times.
There are those who struggle
in growth because they blame
themselves, life, God, and people
for their troubles. And there are
those who forgive, don’t worry
about blame and look for ways
to learn and grow from difficult
experiences. Dr. John Maxwell
says, “If you’re not learning,
you’re not growing.” Perhaps
we should add to that, “If you’re
not relating well to others, you’re
not learning.” Many would argue
with that because they can still
learn when relationships go sour.
But we’re not talking about pure
head knowledge and academic
learning. We’re talking about
experiential knowledge you can
use. Most of what I have learned
in life, I have learned from other
people. My ability to learn from
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others 1is inextricably linked
to my relationship with them.
Studies in emotional intelligence
show us that people who relate
well with others are more
malleable and faster learners—
not because they’re smarter,
because they’re more willing.

I love to fly airplanes. When
I was a kid, I read numerous
books on flying, airplanes,
aerodynamics, and how to pilot.
But not one book actually taught
me how to fly. My flight instructors
taught me how to fly. Years ago,
a good friend used to say to me,
“You can’t teach what you don’t
know and you can’t give what
you don’t have.” There are many
in America who pride themselves
in pulling themselves up by their
own bootstraps and “making it all
by themselves.” But I’ve never
met one of those people. I have
friends from high school who are
multi-millionaires, and others
who are civilian and military
leaders at just about every level.
Everyone one of them will tell
you their life is a composite of
learning experiences interpreted
and imparted to them by
coaches, mentors, and father or
mother figures—many of them
from unexpected places in life.

In the last few months of the
deployment, we’ve talked a
lot about finishing strong. My
friends, I’'m convinced that the
ONLY way to finish strong in
any season in life is to finish
strong in relationships. If my
relationships are strong, the
conduits for growth, team work,
learning, skills development,
humility, and character are open.

%

Chaplain (Maj.) Roderick Mills

Growth happens innately to those
who live in thriving relationships.
Winning teams are teams with
thriving relationships.  People
in thriving relationships are
dynamic learners. Adaptive mind
sets and skill sets are intuitive to
those in thriving relationships.

Thriving relationships produce
a phenomenon I like to call gift
touching.  When relationships
flourish, the heart and soul is
populated with senses for the
touch points in the strengths
and gifts of others. They’re like
receptacles for inspiration. We
learn to touch hearts and inspire
dreams, not just manage widgets
and track spreadsheets. I believe
everyone has a storehouse of
gifts, talents, calling, and passion
residing within them. When we
live in flourishing relationships,
we grow in the spiritual sensitivity
and relational authority to touch,
illuminate, and inspire the deepest
calling and abilities in others.

As we proceed into re-
deployment and post-
deployment, let’s challenge

each other to intentionally grow
into thriving relationships with
our family, loved ones, friends,
and co-workers. TOGETHER
we will FINISH STRONG!
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The Arxctic Warrior
Maxrch

We conquer the mountains and the
valleys!

We train in the winter’s bitter cold!
Rlaska Soldiers! Arctic Warriors!
Sentries of the North!

S0 pick up your weapons and your
snowshoes!

We're ready to fight and to defend!

The finest Soldiers! Arctic Warriors! From
the last Frontier!

The Wolf Creed

Strike fear in the enemy’s hearts and minds;
I am a lethal and skilled warfighter with un-
matched intestinal fortitude.

Being a disciplined, professional Soldier, I live
the Army Values.

Committed to my fellow Soldiers, unit and

country, I am ready to answer my nation’s
call -- NOW!

Tough, both physically and mentally, and in-
stilled with warrior spirit, I can accomplish
my mission. Anytime. Anywhere.

Arctic Wolves!

Arctic Tough!



