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';From Editor's Desk

¥ Spring is when cherry blossoms (sakura) bloom everywhere in

Bl 4 Japan | remember the days when | was still a high school student
S 2% in mainland Japan walking up the stairs surrounded by cherry
n‘;’ B blossoms every morning. My school was on top of a hill and from ¥
.3 - the train station to the school, up a flight of long steep stairs.

. | hated these stairs because they were so tiresome except the

® spring when cherry blossoms bloomed. To tell you the truth,

= ' thanks to sakura, this short time in April, when the new school
\\year starts in Japan, was the most pleasant time of the year to me ,'
A and even walking up thls steep stalrway was enjoyable.

o and there alongside the street but | never realized that those flow- =%
¢ ers were cherry blossoms because their pink color was way too

s only found out that they were sakura when my mother visited me™
'and told me she wanted to go to the festival in Nago to see cherry

‘blossoms i
%.To a person who was born and raised in the countryside of main- &
8% [and Japan and was used to seeing the cherry blossoms only in .
* very light pink or even whitish, it was quite a shock. A
£ In my hometown, there was a plum tree. Its flowers were as dark S

i plnk as those flowers you see at Nago Cherry Blossom Festival and = h
¥ they bloomed in early spring. Maybe because of this memory of (=&
mine, it still makes me wonder sometimes when | see dark pink h';

8% sakura, what | am seeing are not cherry blossoms but red plum oy
= blossoms B |
'?- | used a picture of Sakura on the cover to convey my feelings. It :
gt is very difficult to overcome your stereotypes and habits. hn
il
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Jeffrey J. Resko, deputy assistant chief of staff of G-7, Government and External Affairs, Marine Corps Installation Pacific, gives the
brief Feb. 19 about the responsibilities as a member of the Marine Corps community on Okinawa to the Marines, sailors and civilian

at Camp Foster.
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Cherry blossoms at Nakijin
Castle Ruins, Jan 30. 2020
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Introducing FOLEST Second Issue pusiishedin 1998 7#+ 0L A MB%t TFLX | F2E 19985FE R T
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d!Strlbuted to Iocal government offices and several restaurants around Camp Foster and Lester. Big Ci

blishing FOLEST to share the information of differences in people’s lifestyles on and off base.
No.Z

To Kadena
= This time, let’s talk about CAMP LESTER in |n 1 998 s i, A WNE(CEONEIL BETZHAD NS
Chatan Town. The town is getting busier lately. f T BB T A v T LRE— J'C?'D dtBETD
The New Chatan Town Hall is to be completed Chinese HFELCDEIZLREI—D ISR, FFEE
within Camp Lester this Spring. The area of the Restaurant Road 23 (To Gate 5) DT E(L6.41—h— X [£78001F ©, I/X’)’—@{?JS

Town Hall is 6.4 acres, or 7800 tsubo which
covers 2.5% of Camp Lester.
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.~ School Bus Terminal !

= Camp Lester used to be called “Camp Kuwae”.
It was changed in 1982 from Kuwae to Lester
which was named after Hospital Apprentice

S TOy
Fred F. Lester. But local place name (like Kuwae Lodge i i HMEDHNEZOFTMELNFETA, Fih (E)\Eé 1315
Kuwae) may still sound familier with locals. = ATEMII0yY |[(EESE) O L5 (THIE R e
There are some facilities with such names as FREnTWBAEHYET . | : g E
Kuwae Lodge, Kishaba Housing and so on. Hwy|58 5484 B B
+ 8 L RS—NOELERISBERRE. LRF—3 +
& The main facilities on Lester are the U.S.Naval RILRO—IL, 97Ty, 7:7 JLINAD
Hospital, Lester Middle School, Kuwae Lodge, | A—ZF )b, %T%Fﬁ ‘fI—‘E?fJ.c‘: |
School Bus Terminal, Offices and Housing. New Chatan " . - - b BB 5
E Town Hall ﬂ%@?f%*@iﬁ@ﬁﬁ%fiﬁﬁ‘f&%ﬁzé AP
= Above all, the U.S.Naval Hospital would be the T C B NARFRICEEOTVSDTERIZER L
best known because it's visible from off Base  To | CERBDALSINTL LD, 1954 TN D
and the local bus stop has the name “Naval Sunset ki 1377fﬁf:;ﬁ§l:§'§ﬁ§_if’l‘:éi'ﬂi¥[i =R £
Hospital”. Well, some people say “l thought it's Boach BJ—'-EJ—GL:‘T:D 220D H Ellﬁ\ﬁﬁﬁ‘@éwﬂji;QL‘g Yk
an ARMY hospital..” That's because it used to o0 5 I BENHOLMELATT A, BRREICTERE izl | K
_ be run by the Army from 1954 to 1977 when it < T DAYEHA2IRTY A, KERITIEFRIE  _——
was turned over to the Navy. Normally, it has o= : | BRBAN298ERITEARYET, = ,
112 beds and can be extended up to 298 during ’ \ [ ¢
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Since New Chatan Town¢0fﬁce was built (Map on the Right) t oo s | IhELRIEVEE Jess
update from Big Circle School H20ETTHHEYDEL
About 20 years later, L 2 Ushaw Wt 7 |
hoto tak the area was popu- i Teo L A2 —BfitA
Photo taken on : { 201958228  BEEER EELE i -
May 22,2019 lated with stores and 25, SEEFIFTNES, F : o
courtesy of Chatan Town ~ apartments, and it is o —— e et I, oy = : A— D
Official Website still growing. LTEITETHR T,
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ame was changed from FOSTER LESTER NEWS to FOLEST on its 20th issue.
orrections made for the change in contents due to its ub/lcatlon date
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Rotarians looks into the displays at the Kinser Historical Display.
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- ! 1 S | : Rotarians looks into the displays at the Kinser Historical Display.
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2580 toured the Battle of
Okinawa Historical Society
display on Camp Kinser
Feb. 14 to learn about
U.S. military bases and to

i
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Rotarians see “both sides of shield” at Kinser FRLpsaieh - SABOto R BB InE in S
i istori iety di Bilc R R N
Battle of Okinawa Historical Society display T AR IS0 14 UEA L 358 LaR-L LY
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Rotary club members from  the Military bases in Okinawa  Last time the regional had seven years ago when VAl ck\ fe i . D | &1 &Y ﬁ_é R E_g & I H
Rotary International District not just from outside but also  conference was held in she actually saw the size of /l[ %: Lclk & A3 f\/: ?EE g 7.% = é g‘a:" /J$ /t, = é % 6‘ /: s g +
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from the inside," said Junichi
Inagaki, a member of the
Naha-South Rotary Club and
the Chairman of the regional
conference.

Okinawa seven years ago,
there was a development of
the area "Near Omoromachi
Station" in Naha and many
remains were excavated.

the area the U.S. military
bases occupied with her

own eyes from the bus and
she was so astonished even
though she had known about
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unders.t.and the purpos?e of The party met Kuba at the Rotarians at the time decided l"| tLOUg h::l[l; Itath' I BF%E "CFEM "REXARTSE L KDBEMN 7 >R ‘B R B

U.S. military presence in gate and then went to the to support the people who qug atthis place AE—F SLLEESOAEEZERZS5EDLLLLOODY @ 1z & 7";0 ez é’ B e
Okinawa. display in the Camp Kinser were helping to collect only q|splayed all a.bout Al ?;\ ;{ % 7?; fCo F‘% 5] % g{ B % gié % ik s % 'T' %j“ o ﬁz F'CJ fﬁ EL li'zﬂ ;ﬁ
After attending the two- Headquarters building. Due remains of the war dead. the wms‘c?fthe United ¥LEO e REX o - ADO ¥ s WREEZ2EH H ZRoxE
day regional conference in to the display only being This time their purpose of State.s military, but | was % 'C\ ) TH=XT &FE Lfca gq) | € IT 2 ig ig 1 un 7 B ‘i% B E g
Okinawa, 24 Rotarians from  open when there are visitors, gathering was to support vgrylmpressed that they “ % % 6’ Kl DT ;E LEL % 7'\ 5 6’ %ﬁ 35:' o % f/ E h: % ;% § % ? i
Tokyo and three Okinawan the party waited until it was  the recovery of Shuri Castle, ~ display equally and trgat the % E&E A 'Iy %z 4 0@) ,LLE'F: 0___L|) ;“Tz E L@t’ /Iy 5’{ é EYES % & ZI% ;\ 5 % % E %’Dn ?ﬁ
members used the jchird unloc'ked. ‘ according to In'agaki. Jijp)anese, lIJI.S'.' ?dhélslle'f . = Hf 5 18 /I 2 kEHh S5 t < H E') i g £ f X = ﬁ\ é
day of the tour to visit the Serving as a bridge between At the same time, however, Zlh'i)s elq}l:'i Y f”c ITaIkOO {féﬂ ;'C% ey 07) ?_i"_ Lé 2 i% LU % ?;% é 7 L&A %% ° % l!é 7? D ; %‘ % 2}){ 7&/ T
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Joto Rotary Club expressed
his thought.

this visit to the display on
Camp Kinser to their plan in

communities daily, Kuba
herself often serves as a

according to Atsushi Nerome,
a member of the Okinawa

o . e I
Naha-East Rotary Club. guide for the the display order to help them better In addition, Saito, a certified E.}LZ
Nerome requested Camp when people visit it. understand Okinawa. curator for a museum, il

Kinser's community relations
specialist Ichino Kuba the
tour for the group.

"We wanted to help the
members from Tokyo deepen
their mutual understanding
and improve the
communication by looking at

Kuba pointed out the
displayed artifacts and relics
one by one and explained
the historical background,
flow, and the situation and
environment at the time
of the war based on the
damage of the items.

Shinobu Suzuki, a wife
of a Rotarian from Tokyo
Ikebukuro Rotary Club, said,
“This display was much
more fulfilling and very
informative. | am glad | came
to this tour this time," while
recalling the experience she

remarked on the Kinser
Battle of Okinawa Historical
Display, “The equality that is
the way the display should
be.” He thanked the display
to share with them the
valuable things which are not
easy to see.
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U.S. .30-caliber machine gun excavated at Sugarloaf hill in Naha is displayed.
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Sgt Justin A. Wilson from Headquarter and Service Battalion poses in front of
the actual size picture of the refuse crane.
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Huge claws of the refuse crane of the full expansion about four meters pick up about 2 ton garbage.
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that handles recyclable Support Section, Environ-

items, the guide explained

mental Affairs Branch, G-F,
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and the power generation his class about how peo-
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Eye-opener: Marines and civilians visited

environmental facility

Recycling plays a big part
in waste management not
only on Okinawa and Japan,
but also on Marine Corps

bases as well. However, the an average of 10 partici- view of the 30-meter-deep ~ to produce steam and the {“%B
differences in culture and pants each time, according  waste pit, in which garbage ~ Steam turbine generator %
the ways of thinking still can  to Tomimura. piled up to 13 meters high, ~ Makes electricity, which is o
be obstacles when it comes ~ The tour with the small reused in the facility. Any &

to waste management.

To help familiarize Marines
with what happens to their
trash and recyclables after
being collected, Hiroko
Tomimura, community
relations specialist for Camp
Foster, organized a tour Feb.
21 of an off-base garbage
disposal facility in Haebaru.

This tour has been ongo-
ing since the year after the
Naha-Haebaru Clean Center

=l § R
._

began operating in 2006,
and the facility has been
visited several times a year
ever since. There is usually

group of a total of six peo-
ple and two children this
time began with watching
a video that introduced the
facility overview in English.
During the facility tour, the
group noticed no odor in
the building despite being
a garbage disposal facility.
An air wall served as an
invisible barrier over the
doorway to prevent the
smell from leaking out of

Participants listen to the explanation of the guide from the

Naha-Haebaru Clean Center.

BFH-FERFRES)— 22— DERNICEZIET58ME,

the building.

As the party reached the
fifth floor of the building
where they got the good

they observed the crane
with huge claws grabbing
the garbage, pulling it up all
the way to the top and re-
leasing it to bust the plastic
bags and get the garbage in
the pit spread evenly.

In the incinerator, the gar-
bage is completely burned
at more than 1,560 degrees
Fahrenheit. Once burned,
the heat is reduced quickly
in the gas cooling system
to prevent the emission of

harmful substances. The
combustion boiler uses the
heat of the exhaust gas
generated in an incinerator

remaining electricity will be
sold.

Impressed by the size of
the facility and the tech-
nology, Cpl. Lexie A. Nedds,
Headquarters and Service
Battalion, remarked that ev-
eryone coming to Okinawa
should visit the facility.

When molten metal,
which was created after the
ash from the trash-burning
incinerator was melted in

Continued on Page 8 p

The workers sort out the plastic bottles checking one by one.
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The Environmental
Affairs Branch is a part
of the G-F, Facilities of
Marine Corps Installation
Pacific and responsible
for implementing
environmental protection
policies throughout the
Marine Corps in Okinawa.
However, the responsibility
of The Environmental
Affairs Branch can be global
when viewed from a broad
perspective.

Their mission is to support
the Marine Corps by
carrying out environmental
programs, which are
in compliance with the

Kaori Arai, the instructor,
questions attendees.
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applicable laws and
regulations in our area of
responsibility and provide
comprehensive services and
products in a responsive,
professional, and cost
effective manner to protect
people and enhance our
environment.

The Environmental
Program complies with
JEGS (Japan Environmental
Governing Standards)
issued by U.S. Forces Japan
with the cooperation of
the Japanese government,
set standards and policies
for the environment that
the U.S. military here must

standards than those
set out in Japan and U.S.
environmental laws.

The Compliance, Training,
and Support Section of
the Environmental Affairs
Branch provides the
environmental training
required for Marines,
civilians and Japanese
employees who work on
Marine Corps facilities.

Kaori Arai, an
Environmental
Protection Specialist
and Environmental
Trainer, was just hired
last December. While she
herself is deepening her
understanding of JEGS,

hazardous materials. New
employees first complete
the three-day course,
followed by a one-day
refresher course annually.
The primary objective
of the training is to have
them better understand
the responsibility and
raise awareness of the
importance of what they do.
The training not only
focuses on risks for
different type of hazardous
materials, proper use of
protective equipment and
safety, but also mentions
the red soil spill problems
and the recycling as well.
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Takahiro Koja, a painter
from Maintenance and
Repair Section of G-F,
Facilities hired as a Master
Labor Contract a little over
six months ago, said, "I
was surprised at the high
level of the environment
awareness on base. | was
particularly impressed with
the recycling of plastic
bottle caps."

| ——

Shun Takara of Sheet
Metal Shop of G-F, Facilities
said, "l was sorting plastic
bottles for recycling, but,
for the first time in this
training, | learned how they
are actually processed. It
is not that | have nothing
to do with it. It is that
the awareness of each
individual in the world is
important.”

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

Japanese base employees listen to the course.
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The slide shows the activities for Earth Week.
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student said "my image of
Marines was tough and hard
to approach, but it's more
friendly and likable than |
thought," and continued,
"I'm going to know more
about them now."

"I always see in the news
that there are conflicts
with the local people, but
now | am surprised that
they actually do a lot of
volunteer activities, seems
to be good neighbors and
have a good relationship
with the local people,"
another student said.

This visit was a part of
the school trip called taxi
training, in which the
students research where
they want to go. It came to
realization when a student
told a teacher about his
idea of visiting a U.S. base
and the teacher contacted
Marine Corps officials and
scheduled the tour.

"Students can learn

from a building or even a
helicopter.

The students uttered their
impressions of the height
while overlooking Camp
Schwab from atop of the
tower. Despite the fear of
heights, one of the students
struggled to climb up but
managed to the top and
looked far away crouching
on the center of the floor.

It was the moment that
curiosity won over fear.

Before lunch, they arrived
at a view point where they
can overlook Oura Bay,
the "Henoko no Umi." "It
is wider than | imagined
watchingiton TV," a
student commented as
observing the lines of the
buoys that indicate the
landfill area.

After the visit, the students
all said their mindset has
changed. One student
commented, "l can think
more deeply by looking at it

Camp Schwab community relations specialist Fumio Iha shows the landfilling site of
Oura Bay, the so-called "Henoko no Umi."
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DeCesari stated, "From the mainland to visit the

P Continued from Page 16

works, and the connection
with the Japan Self-
Defense Forces and local
communities with pictures.

“The one thing you can
do wrong today is that
if you leave here not
understanding something,
then that will be a
mistake,” said Owens as he
encouraged students to ask
questions freely.

When the briefing baton
was handed to Charles A.
DeCesari, Camp Director
of Camp Schwab, he

14 — Spring 2020

talked about the history of
Camp Schwab, its role as a
Marine Corps base, regional
exchange and its 60-year
relationship with the

neighboring district Henoko.

Students’ questions varied
from in-depth command
hierarchy to how the
members spend their free
time.

Students who thought the
Marine Corps was all about
warships and combat units
were surprised that some
units were connected to
the local communities. One

their questions, you can tell
that the students are
making educated decisions,
not just on what they see
on the news or part of
someone else’s opinion."
After the brief, DeCesari
guided the students to the
rappel tower. The tower,
66 feet tall, is used for
rappelling and fast roping
training. This training gives
Marines to learn about
the procedure and the
safety, develop confidence,
and conquer fears before
they actually descent

base. They can't come to
the base without making an
effort. To come here, they
are showing a willingness to
learn what's going on,” he
stated.

“The students act with
their own willingness in
this way, and to see, feel,
and learn by themselves,
not the opinions of others,
are going to be influencing
the next relationship
between the Americans
and Japanese,” concluded
DeCesari.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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Seeing is believing: Japanese High School
students from mainland visit Camp Schwab
on a school trip

As part of a school when they saw a question school students are all they learned about the
excursion, there is typically  and answer on the official sophomores in mechanical Marine Corps and Camp
some free-time for students Marine Corps website that  course. While other Schwab.
to explore the destination informed school officials students had reached Col. Neil J. Owens,
on their own. In the future,  can request to visit bases. recreational facilities and assistant chief of staff
the idea that students Unlike Okinawa, high amusement parks, they of G-7, Government and
choose to visit a military school students on the chose Camp Schwab as External Affairs, Marine
base to broaden their mainland only know the their destination and Corps Installation Pacific,
knowledge may become an  current status of U.S. undertook this visit by first explained to the
option. military bases in Okinawa doing a preliminary survey ~ Students why Marines are
On Feb. 6, seven high through newspapers, in advance to understand in Okinawa. He also showed
school students from television and social media.  the status of the base. what the U.S.-Japan
mainland Japan visited It's hard for them to Shortly after students Security Treaty and the
Camp Schwab during a actually see the situation arrived at Camp Schwab, Status of Forces Agreement g}ig:; 3-]3;‘;9;ﬂéfa;pcgri;ecggm‘;gamp Schwab,
school trip to Okinawa. with their own eyes. the first place they headed ~ are, how the Marine Corps gi&%}%$§%ﬁﬁ§@§yﬂ7_)b7\“?A.;—‘t-{jzl)&\ Sty
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Col. Neil J. Owens, assistant chief of staff of G-7, Government
and External Affairs, Marine Corps Installation Pacific, gives the
brief to the mainland high school students.
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Marines help elementary school children
at English Day Camp

BEBEDHNFE

Volunteers from the
U.S. military community
across Okinawa helped the
youth of Okinawa learn
English through games,
conversations and skits at
the Nago Youth House's
English Day Camp Feb. 22.

Learning English is an
important part of education
for some children in
Okinawa. The Nago Youth
House held the camp as a
chance to teach English in
fun and effective ways.

"There is a great interest
in the community to learn
English and to interact with
people who speak English,”
said Col. Jason Perry, camp
commander of Camp
Schwab and commanding
officer of 4th Marine
Regiment.

"For us, it is an
opportunity to interact
with our neighbors in the
community," he said.

Volunteers spent the day

T ]
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f
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playing games that helped
students understand
English in everyday
sentences.

"For me, it isn't us
building relations with
the local community, it
is being a part of that
local community and
contributing to that
community," Perry said.

The day ended with the
students performing a
skit where they said both
English and Japanese
phrases to the volunteers
and the rest of the
students.

"I'm excited when | come
to these events because
these are the kids of
the future and we can
teach them some things
that other students or
teachers can't," said Navy
Petty Officer 2nd Class
Robert Nard with 7th
Communications Battalion.

Story by Lance Cpl. Zachary Larsen
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Volunteers from the U.S. military community and the local children enjoy the activities
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Annual festival: a place for international

exchange

E7x X711\, BRI HRDIGIC

Over 7,500 people from
both the local and U.S.
military communities on
Okinawa attended the 2020
Camp Hansen Festival, Feb.
8-9.

The annual celebration
featured live performers,
demonstrations, food
vendors, and games.
Despite the rain, many
people came out to
participate.

One of the many
demonstrations performed
that day was the dog
handling.

"Hansen Festival is an
awesome time to show
what hard work the dogs
and handlers go through
for training and exercise,”
said Cpl. Isaac Cutshall,

a working dog handler
with 3rd Law Enforcement
Battalion.

“The dogs go through
about five hours of training
a day and it shows when
we do demonstrations like
this,” he said.

Country music band
Parmalee headlined the
festival with a concert at
the end of the first day.

“It’s important to remind
the service members
that we support them for
what they do,” said Matt
Thomas, lead singer of
Parmalee. “We want to give
them a taste of home.”

A Japanese female visitor
said, “l came here to
enjoy the American food
because we cannot taste it
in Japan.” She added, “also
to meet with foreigners is
unique to Okinawa,”

Hansen Festival and other
open-gate events are
important to strengthening

the relationship between
the local Okinawa culture
and U.S. Armed Forces.
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A U.S. Navy Landing Craft Air Cushion (LCAC) lands on the
Kin Blue beach with roars and splashes.
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Better safe than sorry JGSDF AmphlbIOUS
Rapid Deployment Brigade trains with US
Forces in Okinawa

The 31st Marine
Expeditionary Unit, U.S.
Navy and the Japan
Ground Self-Defense
Force's Amphibious Rapid
Deployment Brigade
performed bilateral training
at Kin Blue near Camp
Hansen on Feb. 9.

This is the first time the
JGSDF ARDB has participated
in the training for
amphibious operations with
Marines in Okinawa which
began Jan. 25. This day was
also the first time the 31st
MEU landed the M142 High
Mobility Artillery Rocket
System (HIMARS) using
the Navy's hovercraft type
Landing Craft Air Cushion
(LCAC).

"Today what you witnessed
is a combination of naval
vessels bringing our Marines
and JGSDF members
together to conduct a raid

20 —Spring 2020

on the beach," said Col.
Robert Brodie, commanding
officer of the 31st MEU.
"Most important thing is this
demonstrates our ability,
our team-work and our unity
to be able to handle crisis
response."

The combination of three
forces, Navy, Marines and
JGSDF drilled on a small
offshore attack. Off the
coast of Kin Blue Beach,

a naval ship dispatched a
series of rubber boats with
Marines from the 31st MEU
landing team including Boat
Company and members of
JGSDF ARDB to land quickly
and secretly.

The 31st MEU's landing
team and the JGSDF ARDB
reached on a sandy beach
with 11 boats and then took
the beach from simulated
enemy control. As Marines
and ARDB secured position

on land, the Navy hovercraft
approached at high speeds
from the sea. Upon arriving
at the shore with a loud
roar, the LCAC landed and
off loaded the HIMARS.
"The crisis is not the time
to come together and figure
things out,” Navy Capt.
Rich LeBron, Squadron 11
commanding officer said.
“Working together now,
understanding how we
operate now will enable us

to work much more closely
and synchronize our effort in
the time of crisis."

Brodie emphasized that
Marines love living on
Okinawa and appreciate
the understandings and
supports local populations
give. He continued that
the exercise was another
example of how Marines
strive to maintain peace and
stability in the region.

Story and Photo by Yoshie Makiyama

The 31st MEU’s landing team and the JGSD-F ARDrB_ prepare to
land.
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Boats of the 31st MEU's landing
team and the JGSDF ARDB

approaching the Kin Blue beach.
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A Marine and a JGSDF member
guard the M142 High Mobility
Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS)
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We want your feedback on Big Circle magazine! Please take our survey
and let us know what you think by following this link:

https://bit.ly/201q125
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