KRB =
20106 £5/20204F FHES |ISUEOSMNG - | R CLE _




Softball Players line up for the closing ceremony-at Friendship Softball Tournament Dec. 14 at Camp Hansen. 7 teams, 2 from Marines

Corps units and 5 from local communities, participated in the event which was held for the first time in three years. The winner was

Onna Village Team.
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editor

Happy New Year to all the readers of Big Circle!

A new era started last year in Japan and the Imperial name
changed from Heisei to Reiwa. Upon passing of the first year of
Reiwa, | would like to introduce myself to you as a new member of
the Big Circle editorial team. | am Yoshie Makiyama.

Although I'have been'werking with U.S. Forces for more than 10
years and been involvedin many types of work, | never thought
would be working as an editor forBig.Circle. When was informed
that | got this honorable job, | trembledwwith excitement. | prom-
ised myself that'l will keep up.to the reputation of this magazine:

In the first'issue of Big'Circle on July 2002, k&"Gen Wallace C. Greg-
son, Commanding General, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, stated
in his greetings that “the purpose of Okina-Warisgi@sshare with you
a little about the Marine Corps on Okinawa to fostercontinued
understanding and friendship between the militaf#and local com-=
munities.” b

As this inspires me, | would like to share'the events and experi-
ences that U.S. Service Members and their famili€s have with the
people-of Okinawa. | will do my best to be able to live up to your
expectations asa new Big Circle editorialmember. | will ask for
your continued support in the years.to‘come.
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Introducing FOLES

FOLEST is a bilingual newsletter that Ms. Hiroko Uehara, Camp Foster community relations specialist, has been publishing
since 1998. FOLEST is an acronym that combines portions of both the Foster and Lester names. It has been distributed
to local government offices and several restaurants around Camp Foster and Lester. Big Circle is republishing FOLEST to

First Issue of FOLEST. Published in 1998.

Z’hetre are corrections made due to the change in con-
ents.

share the information of differences in people’s lifestyles on and off base.

Know your Marine Corps Base more!

To Kadena

To Okinawa City T

Okinawa
Bank

e Which City is the Camp Foster in?
Maybe Zukeran? or Kitamae...? Actually,
Foster is on the four cities, Ginowan City,
Chatan Town, Kitanakagusuku Village (long
spelling!), and tiny part of Okinawa City. (See
the map left) This is like Ryukyu University
which is on both of Nakagusuku Village and
Nishihara Town. So, the University buildings
have different mailing addresses depending
on which side they are located. But you
don't have to worry about the building
location when you mail to U.S. Military,
because there is different mailing address
system.

& The Camp Foster used to be called “Camp
Zukeran” until 1978. That may be the reason
the name “Zukeran” still go easier among the
locals. “Foster” was named after the Private
First Class USMC William Adelbert Foster.

u There are about 8,500 people living on
Camps Foster and Lester. And there are four
schools that are Killin Elementary School,
Zukeran Elementary School, Kubasaki High
School in Camp Foster, and Lester Middle
High School in Camp Lester. They start from
0730, a bit early and end around 1430.
Children walk or take a school bus to the
schoaols.

» Business hours for most of the Camps office
is from 0730 to 1630. It may be early
compared to the local business hours,
because most have to commute..

= | would like to introduce things about the U.S. Camps through newsletter. Your

opinion, and question is always welcome. Please contact Hiroko at 098-970-
(Operator), 645-7766(ext), or Fax at 645-0529. Don't be scared when
an American answers the phone. Say “HIROKO PLEASE” slowly. Mostly it

5555

works!
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Direct Line: 098-970-7766




Y Kotoodutsu a professional sumo wrestler, critiques sumo wrestling form of k== _\"ﬂj‘
¥ advance PE Class students.
4 LAZ— EF'%MJ:‘?&12K"“"777(0)$1$0)EHXODE’KJ%H%EE

ﬁ@.d)ﬁ&%ﬁ

LAZ—REROE . NLICRDS

L RZ—ERDEREIZ128
13R.&5&ELICBRTRLE
L CERHAHERDEREE(ER
BIeHIBHI N2 ADHED
BEN50ZKEEICETIRE>
TWe,

HISE/ B DIEEr BEREE
BHTEENL(CTEZTD) LA
CEEDER (CEHHDD) I
128148 &£ 1581 5%FH0
BE)IIF—LTR#EINXE
BERBIZPKERTHICL AR
—RERICIIBE ST,

ZDANY MME L AZ—HhZE
RCHEELD T - B
J—FTADBEBRELE
BRDAREGTCERLS D
SRBLEEDTHS,

[CDESHTEIFZEEET
DEEA A —FEAIEWLA
fe. BRIV o,

EFRORARIHBESIEH
NERBNfTET B&SEM
BENEIBPTRKETHBESN
TWENEHERICKBTED
BIREE Ho T DL,

ZRIE BAFEY T X BAX
BRI F—USREEL
TARV b ERERL EES
IEETFERTHEEICOWTE
U BfEZEZ

AL EADLEFEE D

REGHDELHOHTVETIESH
J—FERIEED,

=BT DZIRITWVNT. S
T P A Tt 7 & B i3
BTETT MEDFTEBEDFR
ITRTCERENGIRRIVEDL
THZEEICBEALTHZI TN
feEWSERIE EEICEST
SHCTTIC2~3ELHHEBIC L

BOWEREICESTIEIEE ICERE
REBWET I EFLEF T,

EXIF4ADD YIS D
NIERRBE. ERAEAE IS AD
HEICKBERERBRIEED
DA — L7y TRE BRI
HEICLHEHASTHERIN
TWe,

FRRRE T EfFEIiEET

C%T’g%ﬂ‘&’éﬁﬁ@w?‘%g&b‘
CTERBRSETCHFERT
LITDVWTERENS L BhalE
[BRBTEIEBZRWND L
hoTe,

NEDESBHEETHED
HEORETIE EFLEI TR
CBEHELTBmLEATE.
HEDELWEE/N\T+—T
ATCKRIEE LT,

Fv T TFRE—/LRZ—
ASBEDTAvtE ) FO—
—Kkl& [SHITTERRE
WEMIFITBEOIC) EED T

rlcoLs5EN—hr—2v 7%
N Q[ - AV e P &
—FRBERI2ADHEDFTL
N ElFEREITE=ES, |

CREEMICKZDIEETE
Hkh B fe L ERETEBHERY
ED>TWBEDERZDIFEL
D ofe. INEHSITHEEICE
SEEMAERSTNT o2&
HEEOASHENIERWEER
DTVWEYJEBERNIEE o1,
[CDEEREEL T FhED
HAEEDEFEICH O>TINDS
CEHEFEOTWVWET IERISAS
A feo

H)—FERIZ TTIHEE
NMEIZICB B TeDITHEHEE
ERBHTERFTEGD NN E
ORI DONTEH LM K
WRCERL NS LEEA
1o T DVTHKEEMI(C
RCERDFRTEDLSITB
TLTW B EHER L. EEDE
EEFC.TAVADENYZ
BNBIET 22D D%
RECRIETERDTIEELD
LEEofe,

X AT
BE JUANT7—-XT7T—OGE

School teachers wrestle each other at a sumo wrestling assembly.
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Kotoeko (Right), Kotoodutsu (Left) and school children pose for a photo after a sumo wrestling assembly.
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ONE-OF-A-KIND EXPERIENCE - WILDCATS MEET
SUMO WRESTLERS AT LESTER MIDDLE SCHOOL

Students of Lester Middle
school gathered in the
gymnasium Dec. 13 for a
special assembly as two
professional Sumo wrestlers
came to impart one of
Japan’s most famous and
oldest National Sports,
sumo.

Kotoeko, a maegashira
ranked seventh in Japan’s
top Makuuchi division
from Sadogatake stable,
and Kotoodutsu, also a
professional sumo wrestler
from the same stable, made
a stop at the home of the
Wildcats a day before the
Grand Sumo Exhibition
Winter Tour, held at
Gushikawa Dorm in Uruma-
city on Dec. 14 and 15.

This event came to fruition
with the continuous effort
and numerous coordination
with Sumo officials and
Kathleen Kalina, a teacher of
Lester Middle School.

“This is a once in a lifetime
opportunity!" exclaimed
Kalina. It was a perfect
timing.

6 — Winter 2019/New Year 2020

The school winter break
was pushed back a week
later than usual which made
it possible for the sumo
wrestlers to visit the school.

The school announced the
event through Japanese
language classes, Japanese
culture classes and seminar
classes. The students
learned about Sumo by
watching videos and came
up with questions before
the wrestlers arrived.

"Sumo wrestling is a big
part of Japanese culture and
history," said Kalina.

"Being around sumo
wrestlers and seeing them
in person has a big impact.
The fact that they were
able to come to our school
and teach the students
a little bit more than
surface information is very
beneficial for students,
especially for those who are
here for only two to three
years," she continued.

The assembly consisted of
four parts: a true and false
quiz session, Japan Sumo

Association’s designated
warm up exercises done
by the advanced PE class
students, questions
and answers, and sumo
wrestling matches by faculty
members.

The true and false
questions gave students
a chance to review and
refresh the knowledge
they gained during classes.
When sumo wrestlers
were questioned about
their favorite thing to do
and Kotoodutsu answered

“eating”, laughter broke out.

During the sumo matches
faculty members donned
sumo wrestler's costumes,
and both students and
wrestlers, who participated
as referees, burst into
laughter at the faculty
members’ entertaining
sumo performance.

"Maintain the spirit you
have here today," said Col.
Vincent J. Ciuccoli, camp
commander of Camp Foster
and Lester. "We were lucky
to have this partnership and

really fortunate to have two
wrestlers at Lester Middle
School."

"l was very excited to come
to a military base and it was
fun to see students in high
spirits. | really hope us being
here makes the students
interested in Sumo and it
becomes more popular,"
said Kotoeko. "Through this
experience, | hope students
become fonder of Japan.”

Kalina also hoped that
students know more about
Sumo and have a deeper
understanding of it even
though the wrestlers could
not perform due to their
equipment already being at
the exhibition site. As for
the wrestlers, she stated
that to come to a military
base, experience how
the students have school,
learn how they live, and
eat American food would
greatly strengthen the bond
of the two cultures.

Story by Yoshie Makiyama
Photos by Cpl. Christopher Madero
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High school students pick up debris from Henoko beach.
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High school students and a Marine pick up debris from Henoko beach.
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Petty Officer 2nd Class Filberto Noriega receives a letter
of appreciation from a high school student from |lwate

prefecture.
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JAPANESE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS PRESENT
CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION TO MARINES

Several high school
students from mainland
Japan, who are studying the
plastic pollution problem
in the ocean, visited Camp
Schwab Nov. 24.

According to Dr. Hiroko
Tsunoda, a chairman of
Nippon Foundation Sea
and Japan Project, they
came to Camp Schwab
because students learned
through the social media
about how U.S. Marines
regularly cleanup beaches
in Okinawa. The students
wanted to present a
certificate of appreciation
to the Marines, and then
go out for a beach cleanup
together.

“High school students
from 47 prefectures of

8 — Winter 2019/New Year 2020

Japan gathered at the
National Diet Building this
summer and had heated
discussions about plastic
waste in the ocean,”
explained Dr. Tsunoda.

The students were visiting
Okinawa to attend a
seminar at GODAC, Global
Oceanographic Data Center,
and had some spare time to
visit Camp Schwab to meet
Marines.

The students and
members of Camp Schwab’s
Single Marine Program
moved to Henoko beach for
cleanup.

“It will lead to my dreams
in the future,” said a senior
high school student from
Hyogo prefecture. “Plastic
garbage in the ocean is

a problem today. | could
reduce some burden by
joining this group.”

In an hour of work, they
gathered more than 10
bags of plastic bottles
and other debris that had
drifted to the beach.

“I'live by the water and
realize that the sea is more
polluted than ever. | know
plastic waste is increasing,”
said a senior high school
student from Fukushima
prefecture. “I thought, if
high school students across
Japan address the problems
we may be able to do
something about it, so |
joined.”

After the beach cleanup,
the students presented a
certificate of appreciation

to U.S. Marines who
regularly participate in
beach cleanups in Okinawa.

“Every time we go out,
there is a lot of debris,
and that is why beach
cleanup is necessary,” said
Petty Officer 2nd Class
Filberto Noriega, Religious
Program Specialist with 3rd
Reconnaissance Battalion,
3rd Marine Division, who
received a certificate of
appreciation for on behalf
of his battalion.

The project will learn
about the current state of
plastic pollution in the sea
throughout the year and
will hold a conference in
Tokyo next February.

Story and Photos by Ike Hirayasu



KINSER FEST CONNECTS LOCAL AND US
COMMUNITIES
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Members of the local and
U.S. communities gathered
for the 2019 Camp Kinser
Festival hosted October 26-
27, Okinawa, Japan.

The festival was headlined
by music talents to include
MAX, Marc E. Bassy and
Gnash.

Garret Nash, also known
as the music artist “Gnash,”
expressed his affection
for the U.S. and local
communities on Okinawa.

“It's really impactful for
me to come out and play
for the service member
and local community
because it really puts things
in perspective,” he said.
“When you see this many
people you realize that it’s a
community and | love that |
can be a part of it. | am very
appreciative of the people
protecting me and keeping
me safe.”

The two-day festival gave
22,500 attendees a chance
to relax and enjoy music,
games and food together.

“My favorite part is
connecting with people,”
said Gnash. “When you play
a show you are actually
interacting with people,
giving them hugs and
saying hello, you get to
understand what they are
going through and hear
about how you connect
with them and understand
that we are human. |
just want to make sure
everyone feels embraced
and performing gives me
that chance.”

One of the festival

F

Local students show their dance skills on the stage.
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attendees spoke of their
experience. “l am out here
today working for one of
the vendors,” said Chihiro
Ota, a local Okinawa
resident. “The music played
is my favorite part of this
festival.”

Kinser Festival provided
rides, bouncy houses,
dozens of local food
vendors, and live
entertainment.

“It's been really fun
interacting with all the
locals,” said Lance Cpl.
Richard Baxley, with 9th
Engineer Support Battalion.
“We’ve had the opportunity
to show the locals some
of the equipment that the
Marine Corps uses, and it’s
been great seeing them so
interested in what we do as
Marines.”

HAMICHEF YT F Y
—T10826~27H. 7T A7\

IV BN KEBRERT
THEL LD FERARIFIC
RBEEAT,
TTRAT1/NIUTIE MAX,
Marc E. Bassy (X —% E./\w/
—)®Gnash (Fv¥a1) GEDT
A)AREDLSDT—T4 R
P G N = E oy
[Gnash &L TEAISNSF
YLwhkeFvald KEAE
HBOALICEFTCIF 22T
T.BLTAKIESHWNWEDLT
KE & ZDaEgD A4
DIBDICKTEETESRT LI
FICELTITTLERDLHBTE
TY. EERSLEWEEF TS
ERETINBHSTIIET Y
Taldilt e, TanfZlire<o
ANERBDE —DDHETH BT
LIERDEET . ZL T ZD—
MITENBTEHNSINLWNTT,
Z L TEZ2EFOLNBEKE
ICRRERLE T JEEEL T
“BREDT7zRXT1/NIVT.2
F2500 ADEMEX)Z VIR
LTER T — L BERL
ATEs
MFEGDIEAREEHBTE
TS valdEote. o3

—ZJHEEIFERITALES
NEW /NI LTHREZLET,
ESOMAERERL TWSDH %
BIFEL. EDLDITDEH> D
RV BRTEBIEIANTHATE
HERETHIOICKRYE T H#HD
HRIFANSNTVWASERLT
ELLDTY,/INTA— VR T
ZTOREEICEZTNE T
EFEoTe

KGR TW e EIE 5 H
IFEBEFLWNITRTVET,
TDTTATAINIVT—HIFE
BODNZATTTIEKEECEE
L7

TIRTANIVTIE T705
>~ EDFEVYD/INT T — BT
DHTDEE.ZATIVR—T
A AV DR EINT

BEKEFITEZBABD
JFr—R N\ o) —ERIE
NEIBOERA T 21k % i
DANICBRIBTENTE AL
NEKZRF>TWSDERZD
I3ELWTIRIEEELT.

Story and photos by Lance Cpl.

Karis Mattingly
X-BE AR RvTA4V7)—LER

20195 £5/2020F FiES — 9



US MARINES CLEAN THE OKINAWAN
ENVIRONMENT

U.S. Marines gathered
Nov. 7 to clean up trash
along Gushikawa Beach,
Okinawa, Japan.

More than 40 Marines,
Headquarters and Support
Battalion, Marine Corps
Base Camp Smedley D.
Butler participated in the
cleanup.

“It’s always touching to
see all of these people
come out to help sustain
and beautify Okinawa,”
said Capt. Nicholas Mueller,
the company commander
for Company A at H&S Bn.
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“It's a great experience and
allows us to get to know
each other.”

The volunteers collected
more than 10 bags of trash
and multiple large items
including kids’ toys, fishing
equipment and electronics.

“We live here just like
the local population
does, so it’s important
that we take care of what
we have because it’s a
representation of us,”
said 1st. Sgt. Alejandro
Lazcano, the first sergeant
for Company A. “It helps us

~E ;EEJ

keep that great relationship
with the local population,
showing them that we have
the same interests.”
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Story and photos by Cpl. Savannah
Mesimer
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More than 40 Marines from Headquarters and Support Battalion, Marine Corps

Base Camp Smedley D. Butler, participate in the Gushikawa beach cleanup.
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In tribute to Shuri Castle

In this issue, Big Circle shares U.S. Military and other organizations' comments on their social media
after the tragic news made headlines around the world.

Shurijo Castle was once the majestic center of politics, diplomacy,
and culture of the Ryukyu Kingdom.

In the Battle of Okinawa in 1945, Shurijo Castle was left in ruins
but in 1992, commemorating the 20th year since Okinawa’s
reversion to Japan, Shurijo Castle was restored and opened as

a national park.

ﬁ 5::&1‘3 L1 "‘ =

Marine Corps Installations Pacifc

Shuri Castle is a unique and
culturally significant site for
Okinawans, and its destruction by
fire this week is a terrible tragedy.

Okinawa is a temporary home for
many of us, and landmarks such
as this make our time here special
and allow us to create lifelong
memories.

In an effort to show our support
for our Okinawan friends, as well
as our love and appreciation for
this cultural and historic landmark,
we encourage our followers and
friends to share your own pictures
from Shuri Castle on all social
media platforms using the hashtag
#ShuriMemories.

3rd Marine Logistics Group

3rd MLG and all of us here on
Okinawa are heartbroken over
the tragedy at Shuri Castle. Join us
in showing your support for our
Okinawan friends and neighbors
by sharing your photos from

12 — Winter 2019/New Year 2020
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From Shurijo Castle Park Website
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Shuri Castle using the hashtag
#ShuriMemories

MCCS Okinawa

The tragic loss of Shuri Castle to an
early morning fire is devastating
news for everyone here, as well

as a worldwide community of
Uchinanchu and “Okinawans at
heart” who recognize its iconic
status as one of the enduring
symbols of Okinawa and the Ryukyu
Kingdom. Our hearts are heavy
today as we try to process this
monumental loss. We hope you’ll
share your photos and memories of
“Shurijo” in the comments below as
we pay homage to the remarkable
history and cultural significance of
this unique UNESCO World Heritage
site.

Camps Foster & Lester

Can’t believe this is happening...but
it is, this is not fake news

Kadena Air Base

Kadena’s thoughts are with the
Okinawan community and for the

safety of those who are fighting to
save this historical landmark.

Kadena ITT
Heart breaking news this morning.

Shuri Castle, one of the most
monumental sites on island, has
unfortunately burned into flames
this morning.

To all our customers signed up for
any Shuri Castle tours, please stop
by for a refund.

We've enjoyed and loved this
UNESCO World Heritage site for
many years & we hope many of you
have as well.

AFN Okinawa

Terrible news this morning from
Shuri castle. The fire department in
Naha says that a fire broke out in
the castle early this morning near
the main hall. Keep your eye on NHK
World - Japan for updates on the
fire.



L 7

Members of Il MEF Band pIathristmas music to welcome guests.
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A Marine volunteer smiles at the local children

munching their own

decorated cookie.

BATTaAL—rar iy v+ — @Rt DF it
WERHEDERFERI Y TATHE,

P Continued from Page 15

district provided 300
bowls of soba noodles to
attendees.

Shortly after the
Christmas cake was
cooperatively cut by
Col Perry, USO Center
Manager Gary S. John,
and Head leader of
Henoko Youth Guidance
Group, Katsuomi
Shimabukuro and it was
served to holiday guests
and volunteers, the
moment every child was
waiting for happened.

i
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With the sound of
a fire engine, came
Santa Claus. Everyone
gathered and took
pictures, then, it was time
for presents.

“Presents used to be
a bag full of candies,"
recalled Epperson. "We
prepared about 300
presents this year all
from USO volunteers and
people's goodwill," said
John.

This year's Children's
Day came to an end
with the children of

Henoko district singing a
Christmas song to show
their appreciation. About
60 volunteers and staff,
who lined up in front
of the children, started
taking pictures and
videos with big smiles
on their faces while the
children were singing.

“I think this event is
an awesome event to
get the single Marines
and sailors out of their
barracks and engaging
with the local community
and give the local

Henoko community the
opportunity to engage
with their American
neighbors through fun
games and activities,
attempting to speak
English, accepting gifts
by experiencing it the
traditional American
way,” John continued,
hope they remember this
event for the rest of their
lives and hopefully one
day return as an adult to
say that they were here
as a child.”

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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Volunteers take pictures of children singing Christmas songs showing

their appreciation.
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Santa Claus comes to the event.
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P Continued from Page 16

hoped children would
experience an American
Christmas atmosphere.
Ever since then, the USO
hosted the event with
volunteers by providing
gifts, food, and various
kinds of activities for 38
consecutive years.

According to lha, after
Epperson retired about
20 years ago, the event
was renamed to Camp
Schwab/USO Christmas
Children’s Day under
the full support of Camp
Operations and troops
stationed at Camp
Schwab.

It was expanded to
Kube-three-district,
including Kushi and
Toyohara in 2013. More
than 350 children and

their parents came for the

event last year.

This year, despite the
rain, 81 vehicles entered
the gate. About 240
presents were given out

to the children from 0-12

years of age.
“l used to come here
when | was a kid. |

when my first time
was, but | brought my
kids every year after |
grew up and now even
my grandchild,” said
Manabu Kokuba, 45, of

natural to see it there.
Marines are always
friendly and | only have
good memories,” Kokuba
continued.

The event opened

Henoko district. All three  with the remarks from

generations, Kokuba, his
youngest daughter, his
one-year-old grandson
and his mother who is
the older daughter of
Kokuba, enjoyed the
event.

“When | was a kid, they
partnered up one on
one, and Marines took us
to places for activities. It
was fun. To me, the base
is always there and it's

I

Col Jason S. D. Perry,
camp commander of
Camp Schwab and
commanding officer of
4th Marine Regiment.
"Christmas in America is
a very important event.
It is to share love and
joy with family and
friends, and | am very
happy to be able to get
along well with you and
celebrate Christmas with

joy and happiness,” Col
Perry stated in Japanese
without a translator.
The children spread
throughout the USO
facility, some went to
play table tennis or pool
against U.S. volunteers.
Others went to have
their faces painted, or
eat turkey and traditional
holiday dishes. Many
children also enjoyed
creating their own
decorative cookies
with frosting and icing.
Outside the facility,
residents from Henoko

Continued on Page 14

Marine volunteer plays with local childre
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CONTINUITY IS THE KEY FOR FRIENDSHIP

The Camp Schwab USO  The USO Christmas neighboring community ~ when they were little.”
opened its doorsto the  Children’s Day began 38  of Camp Schwab, Henoko At first, Epperson's
local community to share years ago when Katsuko  District in Nago city. intention was to give
the holiday spirit at the Epperson, former Center “The kids who were the service members
38th Camp Schwab/USO  Manager of Camp six graders on the first stationed at Camp
Christmas Children’s Day  Schwab’s USO, came year of this event, they Schwab far away from
Dec. 7 while Il MEF Band  up with an idea about are already 50,” said their home a chance
welcomed the attendees  raising spirits of service Fumio Iha, Camp Schwab  to feel the happiness
with a performance. members during the Community Relations and the warmth of

It is now considered holiday season by having  Specialist. “A lot of the holiday season by
a “traditional” event to a Christmas party and parents here with their interacting with local
people around Camp shared the idea with the  children were the kids children as if they were
Schwab. More than 300 director of USO. Thetwo  who used to come here brothers and sisters.
local residents attended  then decided to invite to have fun and receive At the same time, she
this year's event. the children livinginthe  presents themselves e TE e

USO Center Manager Gary S. John, left, Head leader of Henoko

Youth Guidance Group, Katsuomi Shimabukuro, center, Camp .
Schwab Commander Col Perry respond to audience with smiles
before cutting the cake together.
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Camp Foster and Lester Commander Col. Vincent J. Ciuccoli
shakes hands with Masakatsu Kamiyama, vice mayor of Chatan

! B CIEREI RELERR(E) SEF 20T 4> 7 T4 R

’ Town, during the closing ceremony.
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P Continued from Page 20

route is shorter in distance,
about 1 mile, but the slope
is steeper, while the Spot
route is about a half-mile
longer but with a gentle
slope. On foot, the Kitamae
route takes about 20
minutes for healthy adults
and around 26 minutes for
the Spot route.

“It is important to know
your evacuation routes for
emergency situation. We
want people to be proactive
and prepare ahead.” said
Higa. “By doing so, when a
disaster occurs, they can act
calmly and move safely and
soundly to the designated

18 — Winter 2019/New Year 2020

areas. We want people to
take action from a self-help
perspective.”

At the closing, Vice Mayor
of Chatan-cho Masakatsu
Kamiyama also stated
local disaster prevention
capabilities enhanced
through self-help and
mutual assistance by
conducting the drill, and
thanked Camp Foster for
opening up the gates for
the residents.

“The Marines rely on
Chatan-Cho to provide a
place where we can go out
on liberty, to stay in a hotel,
or to enjoy the coastline.
This is our way of giving
back to them, letting them

- d

know that the gates are
not shut and if it comes to
an emergency the Marines
here will welcome them on
board," said Ciuccoli.

Story by Yoshie Makiyama/
Cpl. Kayla Staten

Beau Blew, regional program
specialist with American Red
Cross, displays American Red
Cross jackets.
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From Chatan Town
Office Website (Map
created in Mar. 2017)
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Marine volunteers walk toward the hospital gate with local
participants during a Tsunami Evacuation Drill.
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LOCAL COMMUNITY ENHANCES TSUNAMI

EVACUATION READINESS - CAMP FOSTER
OPENS UP GATES

Members of the U.S.
and local communities
participated in a tsunami
evacuation drill on Camp
Foster Nov 9.

The annual drill, started in
2013, serves to strengthen
evacuation plans for the
west coast communities
surrounding Camp Foster in
the event of an earthquake
or tsunami.

“The drill was held to
make sure everyone knows
the route, particularly the
locals, the Chatan-Cho
residents, and they know
they can come safely on
to Camp Foster, get in the
gate, get up the hill and out
the back side of our base to

20 — Winter 2019/New Year 2020

get away from any disaster,
like a tsunami." said Col.
Vincent J. Ciuccoli, camp
commander of Camp Foster
and commanding officer of
Headquarters and Support
Battalion.

On Nov. 5, 2012, the Local
Implementation Agreement
was first signed by then
Maj. Gen. Peter J. Talleri,
former Ginowan City Mayor
Atsushi Sakima, and Chatan
Town Mayor Masaharu
Noguni. The tsunami caused
by the Great East Japan
Earthquake that occurred
on March 11, 2011, made
both U.S. military and
local communities realize
the necessity of such

an agreement. Leaders
renewed the agreement on
Sept. 1, 2017.

The agreement enables
local residents from low
elevation areas to pass
through the base safely
and efficiently to higher
ground in the event of a
natural disaster. Residents
of Mihama and Kitamae
districts, which are in the
Tsunami warning area on
the Chatan Town Disaster
Prevention Map, are the
target communities.

This year is the first year
that U.S. volunteers joined
in the drill. More than 80
local residents from two
districts and 88 Marines

and civilians participated,
according to Tukasa Higa of
the Regional Safety Section,
Chatan Town Hall General
Affairs Division and Hiroko
Tomimura, community
relations specialist for
Camp Foster.

Local residents entered
Camp Foster from two
gates: Gate 5, also
known as the Kitamae or
commissary gate, and from
Gate 4, known as the Spot
gate. The Kitamae gate
route takes evacuees to
Gate 7, the hospital gate,
and the Spot gate route
goes out to Gate 6, the
Legion gate. The Kitamae

Continued on Page 18 p
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English: www.okinawa.marines.mil/

BA:E: www.japan.marines.mil/

English: @OkinawaMarines

BA:E: @mcipacpao
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We want your feedback on Big Circle magazine! Please take our survey
and let us know what you think by following this link:

https://bit.ly/201q125
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Camp Naha End-of-the-Year Ceremony
PE L BEBE 1 5IREERT

U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Gen. Paul Rock Jr. and other military leaders watch a tea ceremony
during the the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force 15th Brigade’s End of the Year Ceremony at
Camp Naha, Okinawa, Japan, Dec. 20, 2019.
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(Photo by Yoshie Makiyama)
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