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Squadrons assigned to Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 3 flew aboard the 
aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) Sept. 9, for carrier 
qualifications as part of Tailored Ship’s Training Availability/Final 
Evaluation Problem (TSTA/FEP).

“Team Battle Axe is thrilled to be aboard the Mighty Ike once again 
and join the best crew in the fleet,” said Capt. Trevor Estes, commander 
of CVW 3. “The training our aviators and air crew will accomplish during 
carrier qualifications will ensure we are all ready to meet the nation’s call 
at a moment’s notice as the ship becomes ready to fight. With grit and 
determination, CVW 3 will continue to improve on its successes and do 
our part to make Ike greater each day.” 

CVW 3 squadrons from around the United States have joined Ike’s crew 
for the assessment, which will evaluate Ike and the embarked air wing 
as an integrated team and on their proficiency in a wide range of mission 
critical areas while maintaining the ability to survive complex casualty 
control scenarios.

“It’s a great opportunity for us to train at the air wing level and 
ultimately at the strike group level,” said Lieutenant Matt Huffman, a 
naval aviator attached to VFA 131. “It’s our first real combined exercise as 
part of the work-up cycle. We’ve done a lot of work at the squadron level 
and the unit level. This is the first time that we are going to be integrated 
together.” 

 The aircraft and crew of CVW 3 is comprised of HSC 7, the “Swamp 
Foxes” of Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 74, the “Zappers” 
of Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 130, the “Screwtops” of Carrier 
Airborne Early Warning Squadron (VAW) 123, the “Fighting Swordsmen” 

of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 32, the “Gunslingers” of Strike Fighter 
Squadron (VFA) 105, the “Rampagers” of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 
83 and Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 131. 

“We’re coming aboard Ike to help out with flight operations and 
conduct carrier qualifications,” said Lt. Ashley Strong, a naval aviator 
attached to the “Dusty Dogs” of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 
7. “We’ll be standing plane guard, we’ll be the primary search and rescue 
asset for the boat, then we’re here for cargo and medical evacuations, 
anything that’s needed. It’s good to get everyone together and ready for 
deployment.”

TSTA/FEP, the final step of the basic phase of the Optimized Fleet 
Response Plan, is a unit-level training designed to prepare the ship, its 
crew and embarked air wing for full integration into a carrier strike group 
by measuring proficiency in a wide-range of mission-critical operation 
areas. For TSTA/FEP, Commander, Naval Air Forces Atlantic and Afloat 
Training Group (ATG) Atlantic sends a specialized group of Sailors to 
asses training teams on their ability to train the crew on a variety of drills, 
including medical emergencies, general quarters responses, and other 
evolutions to evaluate the performance of Ike and air wing Sailors.

The squadrons and staff of CVW 3 are part of Carrier Strike Group 
(CSG) 10, also known as the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower CSG, which 
includes Ike, the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruisers USS Monterey 
(CG 61), USS San Jacinto (CG 56), and USS Vella Gulf (CG 72); and the 
ships and staff of Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 26.

A C-2A Greyhound, assigned to the “Rawhides” of Fleet Logistics Support Squadron (VRC) 40, lands on the flight deck. Photo by MC3 Tatyana 
Freeman

Getting the Band Back Together: Team Battle Axe Aboard the Mighty Ike 

by MC3 DEVIN ALEXONDRA LOWE

In case you missed it...
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college football

arizona state at michigan state   ch.35

1200  Furman at Virginia Tech  ch.29

1700 kent state at auburn   ch.30

pittsburgh at penn state  ch.27

1900 lamar at texas a&m   ch.32

arkansas state at georgia  ch.30

florida at kentucky  ch.23

maryland at temple                  ch.33

1930 clemson at syracuse   ch.27

ohio state at indiana                  ch.35

northwestern st. at louisiana st. ch.28

1430  new mexico at notre dame  ch.34

1930 florida st. at virginia   ch.29

1530  socal at brigham young  ch.27

2000 texas at rice   ch.33

stanford at central florida  ch.23

oklahoma at ucla  ch.35

navy at east carolina                  ch.33
alabama at south carolina             ch.36

2215 Furman at Virginia Tech  ch.30

1600 iowa at iowa state   ch.31

NFL football
1300     buffalo bills at new york giants ch.36

1605           kansas city chiefs at oakland raiders ch.35
1625                 chicago bears at denver broncos ch.34

2020                 philidelphia eagles at atlanta falcons ch.17

arizona cardinals at baltimore ravens ch.35

san francisco 49ers at cincinnati bengals ch.34
la chargers at detroit lions  ch.33

minnesota vikings at green bay packers ch.32

jacksonville jaguars at houston texans ch.31

new england patriots at miami dolphins ch.30

seattle seahawks at pittsburgh steelers ch.29

indianapolis colts at tennessee titans ch.28

dallas cowboys at washington redskins ch.27

new orleans saints at la rams  ch.33



Proudly serving the crew of USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69). Five Star is published 
by USS Dwight D. Eisenhower’s (CVN 69) Media Department for the Ike crew. Contents 
are not necessarily the views of, nor endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department 
of Defense, the Department of the Navy, or the Commanding Officer of USS Dwight 
D. Eisenhower (CVN 69).  Editorial content is prepared and edited by USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower’s (CVN 69) Media Department. Ike’s Five Star is distributed underway and in 
port on the forward and aft mess decks, Flag Mess, the CPO Mess, and Wardrooms 1, 2 and 3.

Sailors aboard the aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) conduct a Chief Pinning ceremony. Photo by MC1 Tony D. Curtis.

ON THE COVER:

E D I T O R S
MC3(SW) Marques Franklin

MC3(SW/AW) Devin Alexondra Lowe

I K E  M E D I A
COMMANDING OFFICER 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER
COMMAND MASTER CHIEF

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER
ASSISTANT PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER

MEDIA DEPARTMENT LCPO
MEDIA DEPARTMENT PRODUCTION LCPO

MEDIA DEPARTMENT LPO

Capt. Kyle Higgins
Capt. Jon Bradford
CMDCM (AW/EXW/SW/IW/SG) Jason T. Reynolds
Lt. Cmdr. Ben Tisdale
Lt. j.g. Lewis  C. Aldridge
MCCS(SW/AW/EXW/IW) Joel Cesar
MCC (SW/AW) John Smolinski
MC1(SW/AW) Tony D. Curtis 

MC3 Sawyer Haskins
MC3 Samuel Pederson
MC3 Tatyana Freeman
MCSN Jairus P. Bailey
MCSN Conner Houghtaling
MCSN Tyler Miller
MCSN Brianna Thompson
MCSN Neadria Hazel
MCSA Dartez Williams 
MCSA Trent Hawkins 

MC1(SW) Cyrus Roson
MC1 Gabriel Kotico

MC2(SW/AW/EXW) Ridge Leoni
MC2(SW) Dean Cates

MC3(SW/AW) Devin Alexondra Lowe
MC3(SW/AW) Ashley Estrella

MC3(SW/AW) Sophie Pinkham   
MC3(SW/AW) Kaleb Sarten 

MC3 James Norket
MC3 Ashley Lowe 

MC3 Andrew Waters

IT2 Tyler Lumpkin

HSC-7 Operations/CAG ADP

From King George, Virginia
Joined the Navy May 17, 2016

Reported to HSC-7 May 31, 2017, embarked onboard 
Ike 3 times for various support detachments

Make E-6 first time up
Favorite Ike Movie: Doesn’t like movies, CO’s pick
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