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RESTORE AND REPAIR
Sailors restore and repair the afterburner of an F/A-18 Super Hornet in the jet shop aboard 
Ike. The daily repairing, maintenance, and restoration of aircraft parts and components is an 
essential part of making sure the aircraft aboard Ike can do flight operations. 
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RED JERSEYS BUILD WARHEADS TO STAY LETHAL
Deep in the magazines of the aircraft carrier USS 

Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69), where stacks of 
ordnance line reinforced bulkheads, a group of 
Sailors clad in red jerseys can be found hard at 
work long after taps.

Each night during Tailored Ship’s Training 
Availability and Final Evaluation Problem (TSTA/
FEP), the Sailors of weapons department’s G-3 
division have built the ordnance the squadrons 
need to train and stay lethal.

Until Ike’s ammunition onload Aug. 12-15, 
the magazines were empty for nearly two years 
as the ship underwent its Planned Incremental 
Availability (PIA). As a result, weapons 
department is training up what Senior Chief 
Aviation Ordnanceman Angel Berrios described as 
a pretty green crew.

“It’s been a while since many of us have seen 
ordnance, and it’s many Sailors’ first time,” said 
Berrios. “But this is the perfect chance to knock 
out the kinks as we find our battle rhythm.” 

Each night, G-3 receives a load plan based on the 
flight plan for the following day; so a busy day on 
the flight deck means a busy night below decks.

“It’s a lot of work,” said Berrios. “But it allows 
the squadrons to train to operate with a payload; 
and weapons department is here to support that 
mission.”

With each bomb built, Ike becomes more capable 
and prepared to answer the nation’s call. Working 
side-by-side with the ship’s crew, Carrier Air Wing 
(CVW) 3 and Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 26, 
weapons department has assured Ike’s lethality 
and is more than ready to meet the demands of the 
mission.

Sailors, like Airman Casey Sinclair, are enjoying 
the change of pace as they transition from 
maintaining empty magazines to building bombs. 

“It’s been great for me because I’m a hands-on 
learner,” said Sinclair. “When all you’re doing is 
looking at books, it can be tough to connect the dots, 
but the second you get your hands on it, it all makes 
sense.”

Bombs don’t come pre-assembled because of the 
risks posed by highly-explosive ordnance, according 
to Berrios. Because of this, they must be assembled 
by well-trained technicians in a controlled 
environment. 

“Night check provides the ideal time for that 
because there’s less movement throughout the ship,” 
said Berrios. “So, we man it with people we trust. 
People with a mature, positive attitude who we know 
will do it right.” 

That very attitude is what Airman Sinclair 
strives for. He said he takes a great deal of pride 
in participating in the nightly bomb builds. As an 
undesignated Airman, he found it an honor to be 
trusted with such a sensitive and important task. 

Berrios said that trust is built over time as Sailors 
train and study their craft before they ever get their 
hands on the bombs. 

STORY BY MC3 KALEB SARTEN



Ike: Restocked and loaded

Sailors aboard the aircraft carrier 
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) 
line the edges of the flight deck and 
peer out from the hangar bay as the 
fleet replenishment oiler USNS Leroy 
Grumman (T-AO 195) pulls alongside 
Ike, Sept. 23. 

Lines are shot between the two ships 
and soon fuel begins to flow as supplies 
are flown over. Once the transfer of 
supplies begins, Sailors all over the ship 
go into action, doing everything from 
testing JP-5 fuel samples to moving 
cargo. By the end of the replenishment-
at-sea (RAS), just over one million 
gallons of fuel and 92 pallets of supplies 
have been transferred to Ike.

“Every department plays a role during 
a RAS,” said Chief Culinary Specialist 

Lonnell Neely, food production chief 
aboard Ike. “To complete a RAS the 
ship as a whole has to come together as a 
team and focus on operating safely and 
efficiently.”

Ike has been conducting various 
exercises and test in preparation for 
its upcoming deployment. With Ike 
operating at full strength, the need for 
more supplies increases. 

“Being able to complete a RAS is 
an essential part of Ike being ready to 
deploy,” said Neely. “We need to be able 
to get the materials needed around the 
ship while at sea. Today’s successful RAS 
was just another example of Ike showing 
it’s ready to deploy.”

Ike’s flight deck has been constantly 
busy with the launching and recovering 

of aircraft while the Sailors below decks 
have been doing their part to keep Ike at 
peak performance.

“Today we brought on approximately 
a million gallons of fuel,” said Aviation 
Boatswain’s Mate (Fuels) 3rd Class 
Christian Cruz, V-4 training petty 
officer. “It’s important that we have and 
are able to receive fuel while at sea in 
order to complete our overall mission of 
launching and recovering aircraft. With 
all the equipment being used around the 
ship while out to sea, fuel is one of the 
most important things we can have as an 
aircraft carrier.”

With Ike receiving these supplies and 
operating efficiently the crew and ship 
appear ready to answer the nation’s call.

By Mc3 Marques Franklin
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QUEEN ELIZABETH CARRIER STRIKE GROUP VISITS CSG-10 AND THE MIGHTY IKE
BY MC3 DEVIN ALEXONDRA LOWE

 Commodore Mike Utley, Order of the British Empire Royal Navy, Queen 
Elizabeth Carrier Strike Group, and Capt. Steve Moorhouse, Order of the British 
Empire Royal Navy, Her Majesty’s Ship (HMS) Queen Elizabeth, visited Carrier 
Strike Group Ten and the aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69), 
Sept. 27.
 The Royal Navy senior officers were invited by CSG-10 and the IKE in 
order to gain a better understanding of U.S. maritime operations and promote 
comradery between allies.
Side boys posted as the commodore and captain arrived and stepped off the 
helicopter, greeted by Rear Adm. Paul Schlise, commander, Carrier Strike Group 
Ten and Capt. Kyle Higgins, Ike’s commanding officer, on Ike’s flight deck. 
 “It’s been an honor to host Commodore Utley and Capt. Moorhouse 
aboard the Mighty Ike,” said Schlise. “The U.S. Navy’s partnership with the Royal 

Navy transcends time and generations of Sailors and leaders who’ve forged an 
alliance that makes us all stronger and more secure. This opportunity to train 
and operate with elements of the Queen Elizabeth Strike Group is the latest 
chapter of a book still being written. Our shared commitment to global maritime 
security and determination to stand against those who would threaten it is the 
foundation of our alliance.”
 Lunch was served in the captain’s in-port cabin prior to beginning the 
tour of Ike, which included visits to Ike’s hangar bay, primary flight control, 
the bridge, the tower, the landing signal operator’s platform and vultures row. 
Additionally, during the visit, Utley and Moorhouse spoke with Sailors from 
across the ship.  
 “The U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps have provided extraordinary 
support to the United Kingdom as we regenerate our Carrier Strike capability,” 
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tour of Ike, which included visits to Ike’s hangar bay, primary flight control, 
the bridge, the tower, the landing signal operator’s platform and vultures row. 
Additionally, during the visit, Utley and Moorhouse spoke with Sailors from 
across the ship.  
 “The U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps have provided extraordinary 
support to the United Kingdom as we regenerate our Carrier Strike capability,” 

said Utley. “And they continue to do so as we prepare to conduct operational 
tests with the British F-35B Lighting jets onboard our new aircraft carrier, here in 
the United States, for the first time.”
 Utley also discussed the close relationship between the two navies and 
the value of working together in today’s great power competition.
 “To be here today, operating both the HMS Queen Elizabeth Carrier 
Strike Group and the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group in such 
close proximity, demonstrates just how closely aligned our two nations are,” said 
Utley. “We share the same values and concerns of the threats we face around the 
world. Our combined capability is potent; being able to train together here today, 
as we might fight together in the future is invaluable not only to our Sailors, but 
to the nations we jointly seek to protect.”







Intel Prepares FID DC Sailors For a Future at Sea

Intelligence department Sailors gather every piece of data they can on potential 
enemy contacts. The vast amount of intelligence collected aboard the aircraft 
carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) and Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 10 
is used to inform warfare commanders to make educated decisions on how to act.

Now that Ike is in its final stages of tuning up before deployment, intelligence 
specialists from Fleet Intelligence Detachment Washington, D.C. (FID DC) have 
come aboard to receive training from the Sailors of Ike’s intel department.

FID DC sends intelligence specialists to carriers for training and to collaborate 
with different facets of shipboard intel departments to create a more defined 
intelligence picture.

“Their role is to help us exploit imagery and create a strong intelligence 
assessment,” said Intelligence Specialist 2nd Class Eric Ragland, intel 
department’s leading petty officer. “They do this by being a part of our teams and 
receiving training they can only get at sea.”

One job that FID DC does is multi-sensory interpretation (MSI), where they 
analyze satellite imagery as well as ship-level imagery of foreign foes to provide 
indications and warnings of possible maritime threats to the fleet.

“While underway, those of us from MSI have actually been able to train and 
see our job in action,” said Intelligence Specialist 2nd Class Makenzie Trometer, a 
watch supervisor for the MSI Sailors. “In port, we mainly go over our careers what 
we should be doing but out here we are actually troubleshooting our systems and 
equipment, analyzing real imagery and working with real scenarios.”

Doing work related to their primary navy enlisted classification (NEC), FID 
DC Sailors will also work with other aspects related to shipboard intelligence 
collection.

“We receive training on shipboard aspects that we don’t have on shore training 

equivalents, such as the ship’s nautical or otherwise photographic interpretation 
and exploitation (SNOOPIE) team, where we help visualize, identify and track 
any suspicious vessel or aircraft and report on their actions,” said Intelligence 
Specialist 3rd Class Joshua Sarette. “It’s working with these teams that allows us 
to learn more about our job and improve our ability to get the information needed 
to keep us two steps ahead of the adversary.”

While they are receiving training in their job field, the Sailors from FID DC 
must also learn to live aboard a ship, adjusting their schedules and routines. 
They also have been able to excel in certain aspects such as getting shipboard 
qualifications. 

“This is the first ship I have been on,” said Sarette. “Life here took some getting 
used to, but once I got into a routine, it got easier. It helped that I also have great 
coworkers that make these underways just a little bit more fun.”

With their outside knowledge, the FID DC Sailors have made an impression on 
Ike’s Intel department.

“I think that this program where these outside intelligence specialists come to 
us is great,” said Ragland. “Without their knowledge I feel like we couldn’t do our 
jobs at the highest level and vice versa. All of us need one another to thrive and 
support our community.”

With the conclusion of Tailored Ships Training Availability and Final Evaluation 
Problem (TSTA/FEP), the FID DC Sailors will be leaving while Ike goes through 
a planned maintenance period. However, they will return for future underways 
and deployment, as they play an important role to Ike’s intelligence community by 
collecting and analyzing valuable intelligence data, and by supporting the various 
intel department-led teams.

BY MCSN TYLER MILLER



CHANNEL 5 CHANNEL 6

Sep tember  28

Sep tember  29

CHANNEL 7

CHANNEL 5 CHANNEL 6 CHANNEL 7

0 :44 R i ngs
2 :29 I ns i d i ous
4 : 14  Home A lone
5 :59 The I n t r ude r
7 :43 Search i ng
9 :27 Eye i n  The  Sky
11 : 1 1  Booksmar t
12 :55 The Edge o f  Seven teen
14 :42 G i f t ed
16 :25 Un fo rge t tab l e
18 :07 Ty l e r  Pe r ry ’ s :  A  Madea Chr i s tmas
19 :49 Tang l ed 
21 :31  Rough N igh t
23 : 13  The Nu tc racke r  and the  Fou r  Rea lms

0 :54 The Boy i n  t he  S t r i ped Pa jamas
2 :30 Rocky I I I
4 : 1 1  Ma
5 :52 Escape Room
7:33 The Seven th  S ign
9 : 12  Nat iona l  Lampoon ’s Chr is tmas Vacat ion
10 :51  We Are  You r  F r i ends
12 :29 The O the r  S ide  o f  The  Doo r
14 :07 Ne rve
15 :45 Daddy ’ s  Home
17 :23 The Fo res t
19 :00 Pe te r  Rabb i t
20 :37 Kung Fu  Panda 3
22 : 14  Amer i can  P i e
23 :51  The  V i s i t

0 :32 Pe te ’ s  D ragon
2 : 17  I ns i d i ous :  The  Las t  Key
4 :02 Goosebumps
5 :47 Cars  3
7 :32 La te  N igh t
9 : 16  F rozen
11 :00 B locke rs
12 :44 Laby r i n t h
14 :27 CH iPs
16 : 10  Upgrade
17 :52 Toy S to ry  4
19 :34 The F i gh t i ng  Seabees
21 : 16  Happy Dea th  Day 2U
22 :58 Winchester: The House that Ghosts Bui l t

0 :39 The 15 : 17  to  Pa r i s
2 : 15  Ou i j a :  O r i g i n  o f  Ev i l
3 :56 Lowr ide rs
5 :37 Be fo re  I  Fa l l
7 : 18  The B reak fas t  C l ub
8 :57 Co l l a t e ra l  Beau ty
10 :36 T ra f f i k
12 : 14  The Mus tang
13 :52 Kev i n  Har t :  Wha t  Now
15 :30 A Dog ’ s  Way Home
17 :08 The Dark  Tower
18 :45 Megam ind
20 :22 I ce  Age :  Co l l i s i on  Cou rse
21 :59 A Bug ’ s  L i f e
23 :36 The Hun ted (2003 )

0 :41  Padd ing ton  2
2 :26 No Escape
4 : 1 1  Ge t  Ou t
5 :56 Fe r r i s  Bue l l e r ’ s  Day Of f 
7 :41  How to  T ra i n  You r  D ragon 2
9 :25 He l l  o r  H igh  Wate r
1 1 :09 The Sand lo t
12 :52 Peppe rm in t
14 :35 Bad Moms
16 : 18  Wi l ly Wonka and the Chocolate Factory
18 :00 The Sun i s  A l so  A S ta r
19 :42 The Pe r fec t  Guy
21 :24 F i nd i ng  Nemo
23 :06 Bu rn t

0 :48 Supe r  T roope rs  2
2 :29 Mechan i c :  Resu r rec t i on
4 : 10  London Has Fa l l en
5 :51  Monkey Mons te r
7 :31  Sma l l f oo t
9 : 10  Ad r i f t
10 :49 The Pe r fec t  Ma tch
12 :27 The Bye Bye Man
14 :05 Go ing  I n  S ty l e
15 :43 Vegas Vaca t i on
17 :20 The Ang ry  B i rds  Mov i e
18 :57 Mas te rm inds
20 :34 Desp i cab l e  Me 
22 : 1 1  W i l son
23 :47 The Good D inosau r



I
AM
IKE

By detecting, deterring, and 
defeating terrorism.

#GREATEREACHDAY

SECURITY
Master-at-Arms Seaman Apprentice Travis Bell  
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Proudly serving the crew of USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69). Five Star is published 
by USS Dwight D. Eisenhower’s (CVN 69) Media Department for the Ike crew. Contents 
are not necessarily the views of, nor endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department 
of Defense, the Department of the Navy, or the Commanding Officer of USS Dwight 
D. Eisenhower (CVN 69).  Editorial content is prepared and edited by USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower’s (CVN 69) Media Department. Ike’s Five Star is distributed underway and in 
port on the forward and aft mess decks, Flag Mess, the CPO Mess, and Wardrooms 1, 2 and 3.

Interior Communications Electrician 3rd Class Christopher Perez controls the fresnel lens optical landing system from primary flight control. Photo illustration by MCSA Dartez 
Williams.
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