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dents at cooking class, which Mari Gregory interprets, pose for a photo with their freshly baked tart June 23 in Uruma City, Okinawa. =
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Sharing information, teaching Okinawan and Japanese living
etiquette and tips, increasing cultural awareness, and bringing
communities together are some of the endeavors Mariko

Shigeno Gregory, who goes by Mari Gregory, and Sgt. Maj. Mario
Marquez, the Ill Marine Expeditionary Force sergeant major, have
been making. Gregory and Marquez have partnered up since
July 2017 to provide time and space for the shared Okinawan
community to understand each other and exchange friendship.

THE DUO

Marquez, born in Guadalajara City, Mexico, and raised in Los
Angeles, enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1989. Brought up in a
multicultural environment, Marquez naturally became accustomed
to immersing himself in different ways of life. Through his 30
years of service, he had numerous opportunities to live and

travel throughout multiple countries. This allowed him to embrace
new cultures, traditions and languages and led him to widen

his perspectives.

After Marquez was appointed as the Il MEF sergeant major,

he made sure to implement an initiative focusing on community
relationship along with discipline. From his experience living in
Okinawa for a total of 15 years, Marquez knew that understanding
each other would contribute to making good relationship with the
local community.

“We want the local community to know that we’re not just
strangers behind the fence,” said Marquez. “We're human beings.
We're good people, we have families, and we care and have
concerns just like anybody else in the world. My job is to make
sure that that service members are behaving right and being good
examples out in town. With the given factors, | wanted something
where we could inform both military and local communities
bilingually about American, Japanese and Okinawan culture.”

Gregory was born and raised in Izunokuni City, Shizuoka
Prefecture, between an American mother and a Japanese
father. Gregory admits that being a biracial in both countries was
never easy growing up, but she found strength in her unique
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Mari Gregory, left, and:Sgt. Maj:Mario Marquez, the IIl Marine Expeditionary Force sergeant major, speak
during their off base radio show at FM Yanbaru radio station June 20 in Nago City, Okinawa.
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EFFORTS OF TWO INDIVIDUALS BRING
OKINAWAN, US COMMUNITIES TOGETHER

T

background and utilized her bilingual capability to bring two
communities together.

“My motivation behind these efforts was simply to make
connection between the local and the American communities,”
said Gregory who penned “Okinawa Cafe Journal” which
introduces local cafes and cultural tips. “I started the blog with
the purpose of wanting to have the Americans to go off base and
develop closer relationship with the community.”

RADIO SHOW

One of the ways the pair had been promoting their initiatives was
through radio shows. They hosted shows on American Forces
Network on Okinawa FM 89.1 for military communities and three
shows from Naha City, Uruma City and Nago City radio stations
for local listeners covering the island. Through AFN, Marquez
and Gregory were able to inform the military community about
Japanese and Okinawan traditions, cultures and holidays. With
Gregory and Camp Courtney’s community relations specialist's
assistance with interpretation, the team was able to introduce
American and U.S. military traditions, cultures and holidays to
local listeners.

“Radio has the ability to reach across cultural boundaries,” said
Marquez. “It allows audiences to hear human being rather than
someone in the uniform behind the microphone.”

The duo kicked off their first radio show with AFN in September
2017. Amonth later, they made their debut with a local radio
station, FM Uruma FM 86.8. They held their show with AFN once
a month whereas their shows with local radio stations were held
every other month rotating around the island.

“We were trying to be a bridge to make the American population
understand more about the Japanese and local cultures so they
could have better experience in Okinawa, communicate better
with the locals, and be better ambassadors,” said Gregory. “At
the same time, we wanted to share our American culture to our
local listeners.”



Radio is one of the most impactful tools to connect with
grassroots levels. Although radio hosts and guests may be
thought of as merely monologuing, if they effectively resonate with
listeners, they can create dialogue with their audiences. Tomoko
Takagi, a radio personality for FM Yanbaru FM 77.6 in Nago City
decided to host Gregory and Marquez on her show because of
their innovative ideas.

“l thought their effort in informing the local communities was a
wonderful idea,” said Takagi. ‘I figured this show could become

a tool for both local and U.S. communities to communicate

with each other. We had many people messaging us that they
wanted to hear more about the military and American culture and
traditions. | feel that better relationships can be fostered by widely
informing the differences between Okinawa and the U.S. culture
and customs. If there is an opportunity to collaborate with Mr.
Marquez in the future, | would be happy to work with him.”

INDIVIDUAL OUTREACH

Aside from teaming up together, both Marquez and Gregory
contributed to friendship and cultural exchanges individually. From
organizing a Japan-U.S. friendship motorcycle ride to teaming

up with a local cafe to start a cooking class for Americans,

each of them took part in their own way to bring the circle of
friendship closer.

Marquez has been participating in numerous outreach activities.
Afew of his engagements include collecting and delivering goods
for women'’s shelters, interacting with students at special needs
schools, and partaking in community and beach cleanup efforts
around the island. Marquez hopes to continue supporting the
bilateral relationship in any way he can.

One of the unique events Marquez and FM Uruma co-sponsored
and organized was the Japan-U.S. Friendship Ride in which
motorcyclist from around the island would come together for

fun and a safe ride through Uruma City. With the collaboration
with the local radio station, 70 riders participated in the event,
according to Marquez.

“My motivation to organize the friendship ride was to unite the
U.S. military and Okinawa residents into an event with what we all
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had in common — the love of riding our motorcycles of many sorts
and sizes,” said Marquez. “l wanted to do something where we
could put all of our concerns aside and do something we love.”

Gregory volunteered with women'’s shelters, special needs
organizations and schools, but one passion she held consistently
was interpreting cooking classes for a local cafe in Uruma City,
Okinawa, for almost three years. The class was held two to three
times a month. The cooking class taught different dish every
month including Western food such as tart, pasta, bread, gnocchi,
gratin, and Eastern cuisine for example, gyoza and spring rolls.

Cooking can be a way to have cultural exchanges without
understanding each other’s language fully. Cooking is something
one can learn by simply watching the chef. Gregory’s effort
provided opportunities for military community to take a step in
immersing themselves in a local neighborhood.

“| am very grateful that Ms. Gregory initiated this cooking class,”
said Yukari Niwano, the cooking class instructor and the cafe
chef. “If it wasn't for her, | would have not had the opportunity to
interact with the Americans. | was able to learn about western
food culture from the students at the same time.”

Through this cooking class, Makoto Niwano, the owner of the
cafe, hopes to open new cooking opportunities where both local
and military members can communicate through participating
together now that Gregory has left Okinawa. He hopes that
through those small talks, it will create relationships that

may develop into deeper friendships between locals and the
Americans living in Okinawa.

Marquez and Gregory who grew up and worked in the
multicultural environment encourage both communities to learn
about one another.

“Life is more exciting if you can live it to the fullest by appreciating
different cultures and embracing more people,” said Marquez.
“When you are exposed to culture and able to establish
relationships with them, you gain trust and confidence.”

Story and photos by Nika Nashiro

Sgt. Maj. Mario Marquez, left, andiMari Gregory, right, plans for their next radio station
June 18 at Camp Courtney.
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Sgt. Maj. Mario Marquez speaks at FM Yanbaru radio station June 20 in
Nago City, Okinawa.
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Sgt. Maj. Mario Marquez, left, and Mari Gregory, right, speak on their r
May 14, on Plaza Housing.
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Mari Gregory speaks at FM Yanbaru radio station June 20 in Nago City, Okinawa.
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Yukari Niwano, the instructor for the cooking class, teaches one of the students how
to mold a pie sheet June 23 at Uruma City.
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Marines pose for a
group photo during a
Single Marine Program
volunteer event Sept. E
. 14 at the no-kill shelter,
+ Animal Garden, Uruma

2 City, Okinawa.
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SHELTER IN URUMA CITY

Marines with Camps Courtney's and Foster's Single Marine
Programs volunteered at a no-kill animal shelter Sept. 14

in Uruma City, Okinawa. The Marines helped by taking the
dogs out for their daily morning walk.

The no-kill shelter Animal Garden is managed by
Cherubims, one of the largest and oldest nonprofit animal
welfare and rescue organization in Okinawa that started in
1997. The organization cares for total of around 70 dogs and
450 cats in all four facilities across the island. The shelter
located in Uruma City is the only property that houses dogs.

“I really enjoyed taking the dogs out for a walk,” said

Pfc. Carlie Kretchmar, a current operations clerk with Marine
Wing Headquarters Squadron 1, who volunteered for the
first time. “I like that this is a no-kill shelter. Older dogs

and disabled dogs have a chance to live here and enjoy
company. | hope to come back again and volunteer.”

Some tasks the volunteers do at the shelter are walking
and washing dogs, mowing dog runs, weeding around

the shelter, replacing sand in the dog runs, and patching
potholes around the shelter. Having volunteers maintaining
grounds and facility, and walking dogs have been a
significant help for the shelter, according to a staff member
working at Animal Garden.

“With limited resources, the staff makes an incredible effort
on a daily basis to meet the needs of all the animals,” said
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MARINES VOLUNTEER AT NO KILL ANIMAL

Payal Shah, the volunteer coordinator at the Animal Garden,
who has been volunteering with the shelter for six years with
her husband. “Having volunteers at the shelter has had a
very positive effect both on the animals and the shelter staff
and we are really grateful for all their help.”

While shelters provide loving and caring environment
while the animals wait for their forever homes, Cherubims
operates largely on donations.

“One of our main motives in joining the shelter is to help
boost the visibility of the shelter to increase their adoption
rates and to raise more donations,” said Shah.

These volunteer activities provide great opportunities for
military community to interact with their local neighbors
which can include four-legged friends and join the cause of
sharing awareness of animal welfare.

‘I wanted to go out and do something meaningful,” said

Sgt. Ryo Ishimaru, a future operations noncommissioned
officer with [Il Marine Expeditionary Force, who has been
volunteering over a year. ‘I saw this as an opportunity to get
out of the barracks to do something that’s actually helping
and making a difference in lives of animal. Everything you
do for the place, you see the difference you're making.

Not just for the animals, but for the employees that work
there too.”
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Photos by Cpl. Nicole Rogge
Story by Nika Nashiro

Lance Cpl. Alexandria Nowell, a combat photographer w7 i L e . .

Sgt. Ryo Ishimaru, a future operations
noncommissioned officer.with 1|l Marine Expeditionary
Force, pets a dog during a volunteer event
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Cpl. Matthew Rudolph, a motor vehicle operator with Il
Marine Expeditionary Force, plays with a puppy during
the volunteer event.
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with Marine Corps Installations Pacific, prepares to
walk a dog during a volunteer event.
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MARINE COMES BACK TO
FAMILY ROOTS IN OKINAWA

Capt. George Tolhurst McArthur, whose grandfathers were both
in Okinawa before him, sensed his fate in Okinawa. His paternal
grandfather landed in Okinawa as a U.S. soldier during the Battle
of Okinawa in 1945. A decade later, his maternal grandfather
came to Okinawa as a missionary doctor and lived on the

island for five years. With these family histories, he decided to
collect oral histories from those who worked with his maternal
grandfather, George Monroe Tolhurst.

McArthur, a communication strategy and operations officer with
31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, first came to Okinawa in 1999 to
meet his mother’s nanny, Nobuko Futenma, who was the house
maid for the Tolhursts from 1959 to 1963. McArthur came back to
Okinawa as his first duty station in 2014.

“| was excited when | learned | would be stationed in Okinawa,”
said McArthur, a native of Chapin, South Carolina. “I had heard so
many stories growing up from my mother and uncles who spent
their early childhood years on this island. | came to Okinawa when
| was small for a short visit. As an adult now, | wanted to learn
more about the family history and legacy of my late grandfather.”

MEDICAL EFFORT BY MISSIONARIES

The Tolhurst family history with Okinawa dates back to 1956
when Dr. Tolhurst and his family first arrived in Okinawa as a
Seventh-Day Adventist missionary doctor from Georgia. War-torn
Okinawa had lost two-thirds of medical staff during the battle, and
had limited clinics and medical care providers.

The Seventh-Day Adventists operated a small clinic in Shuri,
Naha City, in 1953 with the help of a U.S. military doctor
volunteering at the clinic twice a week. Humanitarian efforts,
such as establishing medical facilities, were one of the ways
missionaries evangelized to the local residents after the Battle
of Okinawa. In 1958, Makiminato Clinic opened in Urasoe City,
headed by Tolhurst.

ADVENTIST MEDICAL CENTER

While local clinics were in full operation, a central Adventist
Medical Center hospital was being constructed. The medical
center was completed on March 1, 1959, located in Uenoya, Naha
City; later relocating to Nishihara Town in the 1980s. Ejler Jensen,
then president of The Seventh-Day Adventist Okinawa Mission,
assigned Tolhurst to be the first medical director of AMC.

Postwar Okinawa'’s limited access to sanitation and medical
facilities led to outbreaks of contagious diseases such as
dysentery, measles, encephalitis and tuberculosis. The patients
were amazed by the immediate effect of donated medicine from
the U.S. military such as penicillin, steroids and other antibiotics.
Word-of-mouth spread throughout Okinawa and patients
managed to travel from all over the island to be examined at the
clinic. The hospital occasionally offered free medical examinations
at remote districts and islands. Clinic record included Itoman
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George Tolhurst, second from left, and other medical staff pose in front of donated
supplies from the U.S. military in Naha City, Okinawa circa 1960.

(Photo courtesy of Adventist Medical Center)
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City, Kunigami Village, Kudaka Island, Ikei Island, Tsuken Island,
Miyako Island and Yaeyama Islands. Sometimes, medical care
and medicine were free of charge; provided by the U.S. military.
These imported medicines from the U.S. were not available in
mainland Japan during that time.

“Although AMC did not specialize in dermatology, the simple
procedure of thoroughly washing and cleaning wounds and
applying medicine by Dr. Tolhurst was so effective that a lot of
patients came to AMC to get their infected skin treated,” said
Hideko Kinjo, former nurse who worked with Tolhurst.

Donations kept coming in. Other than medicine, medical supplies
and equipment were also donated by the U.S. military and U.S.
organizations in Okinawa. To name a few, an ambulance, birthing
table, an operating table, an X-ray machine, an anesthetic
machine, refrigerator and a sink were donated.

“AMC ordered medicine and supplies via U.S. Army Hospital
Ryukyu Island' on Camp Kuwae, now Camp Lester — a process
which was started by Dr. Tolhurst,” said Michie Kuniyoshi, who
was a nurse during the early 1960s. “Every doctor who was
assigned to AMC went to the military hospital once a week and
volunteered. This was an act of kindness reciprocating with what
each other needed during that time of austerity.”

Medical effort by AMC went beyond bringing cutting edge supplies
and modern procedures to Okinawa. With the help of the U.S.
military, medical staff flew to neighboring islands to take care of
emergency patients.

“Our main goal was and still is to serve others where there are
medical needs,” said Norris Matsumoto, the director of AMC.
“Back in the day, with the help of the U.S. military, many local
residents benefitted from the medical assistance we provided.”



=

W/ .. \*§';ij*

AMC staff boards a U.S. Air Force helicopter to neighboring island to fly a for emergency Capt. George McArthur meets Nobuko Futenma to gather oral history at her home in
patient in Okinawa circa 1960. (Photo courtesy.of Adventist Medical Center) Nanjo Ciy, Okinawa, May 24. (Photo by Nika Nashiro)
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PIECING TOGETHER FAMILY HISTORY “When | was in the U.S., | took care of George’s mother as my

Staff members who shared parts of their lives in late 1950s to own child,” said Futenma who fondly recalled back to her time

1960s with the Tolhursts gathered to pass on their history with in Georgia. “Because of that, | see him as my grandson. | was

McArthur. The reunion brought back memories that launched the ~ very grateful that he came and found me. | really cherish these

former hospital employees into continuous conversation. The moments.”

outpouring of almost-forgotten history was strong again as each
staff member took turns reminiscing about their encounters with

the Tolhursts. Reuniting with generations who once worked with his late
. L . grandparents provided McArthur with memories, stories and
Dr. Tolhurst didn’t know any Japanese when he first came to histories that were not passed on to him. McArthur was able to

Okinawa,” said Kinjo. “But before we knew it, dermatology didn't e vicariously through the unfolding anecdotes of his family. The
need a nurse to translate since he was speaking to the patients beauty of oral histories is that it can add significant dimensions to

in Japanese with no trouble. We not only had dermatology and ~ what history books cannot offer — the recollection of emotions of
obstetrics; we also had internal medicine, psychiatry and family those who lived through the history.

medicine. Dr. Tolhurst was manning the whole hospital since he
was the only doctor we had.” “It was an honor meeting everyone, and hearing stories about

their times with my grandfather and his efforts to serve those
The AMC doctors and nurses worked constantly during the earlier  \yho needed medical attention,” said McArthur. “These shared

years of the hospital due to staff shortages. The hospital records memories and experiences of those who lived through postwar
treating around 600 patients during their busiest day. The bigger austerity, saw the horrendous views of war-ravaged Okinawa,
the hospital became, the larger the influx of patients. and survived hardship then starting from scratch, are things

“| remember seeing Dr. Tolhurst working while he had a cold,” said ~ that can be shared and passed on to families and communities.
Futenma. “He would put patients before himself since he was the ~ Because of our older generations' continuous selfless efforts, and
only doctor they had. He knew that being absent from work meant regardless of our backgrounds, we are here today. | believe it is

more hassle for nurses.” our duty to learn about our roots and histories for they help us
learn from our past mistakes, appreciate diversity, and respect

Futenma was one of the first staff members to closely work cultures. There should be no boundaries when it comes to serving

with the Tolhursts. The Tolhurst famlly went back to Cleveland, those in need; rather, enhancing our efforts in building bridges

Georgia, in 1961 with Futenma where she worked as a maid for between communities will lead to greater good_"
the Tolhursts for more than two years. She still bakes cookies
and bread with recipes that wers tatht to her by McArthur's The U.S. Army hospital was commissioned as a U.S. Naval Regional Medical

grandmother; keeping the legacy alive from Georgia. Center in 1977, commonly known as the Naval Hospital.

Story by Nika Nashiro
20194 75 — 14



1 Capt. George McArthur poses together with those who worked with his grandfather at
&% | Adventist Medical Center, Nishihara Town, Okinawa, Oct. 3. (Photo by Nika Nashiro)
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Fam||y photo of ToIhurst in Naha City circa 1960. (Photo courtesy of Capt. McArthur)
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George Tolhurst poses with Adventist Medical Staff in Naha City, 1960.

(Photo courtesy of Capt. McArthur)
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Adventlst Medical Center staff distributes medicine'during a free medical examination
in Okinawa circa 1960. (Photo courtesy of Adventist Medical Center)
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|E VILLAGE STUDENTS
LEARN ENGLISH THROUGH
INTERACTION WITH MARINES

Students at le Middle School hosted Marines from le Shima
Training Facility for a cultural exchange Sept. 13 at the school in
le Village, Okinawa. The Marines participated in two back-to-back
English classes.

The weekly exchange started in February and was initiated by
vice principal Minako Akamine with the purpose of finding ways
for students to practice the English they learned in class. Marines
come out once a week for two hours to interact with students
either in their English, home economics or physical education
classes.

“| enjoyed interacting with the students today,” said Lance Cpl.
Tanner Lynch, an aircraft rescue and firefighting specialist with
the ISTF, who was volunteering for the first time. “| could tell that
these students were really interested in learning English. It was
definitely an amazing experience.”

Students were assigned to form a group to brainstorm a skit

in English with the help from their teachers and Marines. The
Marines assisted the students in coming up with the story, spelling
out words to write dialogues, and going over their pronunciations
while students read their lines.

“| think this is a great opportunity for students to learn English
through frequent engagements with the Americans,” said Yosuke
Uchima, an le Middle School English teacher. “The students

are always looking forward to their visits. One of the positive
outcomes of this exchange program is that there are more

4
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students who are wanting to study English so they can have more
conversations with the Americans.”

le Village has been putting effort in English education as their
school board motto reads “dream for the world but, keep home

in your heart.” le Village is accessible only by ferry and is located
nine kilometers off the west coast of the main island. Because the
island does not have a high school, once the students graduate
middle school, they need to leave their hometown for high school.
As part of the school’s agenda, teachers provide opportunities

for students to gain life skills to be independent, according to
Hirofumi Shingaki, the le Middle School principal.

“It's fantastic watching students interact with Marines who come
from different lifestyles than them,” said Shingaki. “One of the
skills we focus is communication. We want students to learn
different cultures and study abroad and be able to come back

to their hometown and contribute to the island’s development.
One of our education principles is to focus on English education.
Because we believe English education is necessary and is
important for students to be exposed to practical English, we link
up with the Marines stationed in le Village to have these cultural
and friendship exchanges.”

Simple casual greetings within the community can develop
friendship. These ongoing exchanges with the shared Okinawan
community will only enhance the bilateral relationship.

“These exchanges help build the relationship with our local
community,” said Staff Sgt. Christopher W. Allard, a staff
noncommissioned officer in charge for ISTF who has been
volunteering since April. “It's a warming feeling when these
students wave at me and say ‘Hi Chris,” when they see me out
in town.”

Yosuke Uchima, left, le Middle School English teacher and Staff Sgt.

Christopher W. Allard; right, a staff noncommissioned officer in charge for le
Shima Training Facility, review students’ work Sept. 13 in le Village, Okinawa.
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Lance Cpl. Luis A. Melendez Irizarry, a motor transport operator with le Shima Training
Facility, corrects student’s grammar.
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4 Lance Cpl. Tanner Lynch, an aircraft rescue and firefighting specialist with le Shima
Training Facility Crash Fire Rescue, listens to students while they read their lines.
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A quilt is made of padding enclosed between layers of decorated
fabric stitched together to keep them in place like a cloth
sandwich. They can be used as home decor and bed covers —
brightening the interior design of homes with their patterns.

During the American colonial period, women would get together
and work on quilts. These social gathering, commonly known as
“quilting bees,” served as community-building events, providing
time and space for women to socialize with each other, share
information on child rearing tips, exchange recipes, talk about
their family news, and most importantly build friendship.

In a similar tradition of fellowship, the Okinawa International
Patchwork Guild, like the quilting bees, is a group made of local
and U.S. military community members who simply love to sew
and enjoy each other’s companionship. This guild’s sole purpose
is to bring the two communities together through the art of fabric.

PATCHWORK QUILT GUILD

Barbie Knickerbocker, a native of Fort Wayne, Indiana, started the
guild in 2005 in Okinawa, wanting to create a space where both
local and American quilters could come together to share new
ideas and patterns, and learn each other’s cultures and traditions
of craftsmanship. The organization has around 40 members with
an equal balance between Okinawa and U.S. residents.

“l love to see my local and American students interact with each
other,” said Knickerbocker, who has been living in Okinawa for
more than 35 years. “We learn a lot from each other. We learn to
respect each other and each other’s cultures. | just love to hear
them laughing together and having fun. To me, that’s the whole
purpose of this guild — getting to know each other.”

As the name of the organization implies, the group is international
and has had members from European and Asian countries such
as Germany, Ireland, Korea, China, India and Myanmar. Most
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WEAVING COLORFUL FRIENDSHIP
THROUGH ART OF QUILTING

The members of Okinawa International Patchwork Guild pose
= with baby quilts they made for the annual charity event July 20

;‘ﬁ in Okinawa City, Okinawa.
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of the international members are stationed in Okinawa with
their spouses.

“We all come from different backgrounds,” said Eithe Payne,

a Yangon City, Myanmar, native who joined OIPG in 2015.
“There are differences between Western and Eastern cultures,
but through quilting, we come together. Half of us are part of
the military community. This guild provides the sense of home
away from home. | enjoyed sharing Myanmar’s culture with the
guild. The friendship | have with the members here will definitely
last forever.”

HISTORY OF AMERICAN PATCHWORK

It is said that the history of American patchwork quilting goes
back to American colonial period. When the English settlers sailed
across the Atlantic Ocean, they brought over their quilting tradition
with them as an art of necessity.

Because of scarce resources, the settlers would keep the good
fabric when items fell apart such as worn out clothes, curtains,
bed covers and the like. When clothing and other materials that
could still be used would break and tear, they would put a patch
on it, according to Knickerbocker.

“People started making patterns and ideas with the fabric
and became creative with it,” said Knickerbocker. “That's how
patchwork quilting started and called it ‘American patchwork.”

Quilts were born out of necessity as bed covers to provide warmth
for early settlers during the nights and covers for windows and
doors to prevent cold air from coming in.

“They say that some of the older quilts had leaves in between
the fabric since they did not have cotton paddings,” said
Knickerbocker. “It wouldn’t be comfortable, but it kept them warm.”

From the 18th century through the American Civil War, patchwork




quilts played an important role for the Underground Railroad — a
network of people, safe routes and houses used by slaves to
escape through free states of the Union and Canada, assisted
by abolitionists.

Knickerbocker explained that the patterns of the patchwork
quilts provided information and codes to navigate through

the Underground Railroad. Quilts with specific patterns would
be hung on fences or cabin doors to ostensibly air out while
communicating messages. There were a total of 10 coded
patterns. For an example, log cabin pattern with a black center
indicated that the house was a safe house for runaway slaves to
hide in. Log cabin pattern usually have red center to represent
the hearth.

As time progressed, lifestyles in the early U.S. became less
austere, making fabric more accessible. This allowed quiltmakers
to be creative with their craftsmanship. From an art of necessity,
it transformed into an art of family heirlooms. Each pattern has a
history and tells a story of their lifestyles.

“My late mother was a quilter and has left us with many beautiful
quilts,” said Noriko Tahara, a native of Uruma City, Okinawa,

who has been quilting for 12 years with OIPG. | realized the
importance and the value of handmade quilts after making my first
quilt. I hope to make my mother’s quilts our family heirlooms and
pass them on to my family.”

CHARITY WORK

Ever since the establishment of the club, OIPG has been actively
taking part in annual outreach activities. After discussing what
could be needed by local communities, the club decided to make
50 three-piece set of tote bags for elementary school students

in need. When the needs changed, OIPG decided to make 50
baby quilts every year instead, and deliverer them to places like
the neonatal intensive care unit for local hospitals, children’s
hospitals, orphanages and shelters. Their efforts went beyond
Okinawa and the baby quilts were delivered to the children of
Sendai, Hiroshima and Kumamoto after they were affected by
natural disasters.

“l think it's important to learn to give things away,” said
Knickerbocker. “With all the members’ help together, these quilts
are something that we can give away from the heart to make a
difference in Okinawa and Japan.”

This year, the members of OIPG quilted a total of 37 baby quilts
and donated them to Okinawa Nanbu Children’s Medical Center,
Haebaru Town, which is the largest children’s hospital on island.
The donated quilts were happily received by the hospital director
and the staff. It was the first time the hospital received baby quilts.

“We are very grateful for their donation and are extremely happy
to receive the baby quilts,” said Noriko Toma, the head nurse of
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Nanbu Children’s Medical Center.
“Because the NICU is surrounded with equipment, having these
bright and colorful quilts on the infant incubators will make the
visiting parents happy along with our staff, and it will bring warmth
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to the unit. Babies seem to feel light and colors with their bodies.
| think having these wonderful quilts will help with the growth and
the development of the babies.”

The purposes of quilts have changed throughout history, but they
always served to bring communities together — from keeping
families warm during the American colonial period, to providing
codes for the Underground Railroad, and to bonding local and
U.S. residents in Okinawa.

“I love the opportunity of being able to meet people through
quilting and share time with them,” said Knickerbocker. “We are
all from different countries, but quilting really brought us together.
Quilts are something that ties us all together.”

Story and photos by Nika Nashiro

Housewives in West Virginia, gathered together to quilt September 1938.
(Photo courtesy of Marion Post Wolcott, Library of Congress)
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Eithe Payne, right, finishes up a baby quilt July 20 in Okinawa City, Okinawa.
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# _gey The baby quilts made by members of Okinawa International
Patchwork Guild were received by staff of Nanbu Children’s
Medical Center Sept. 24 in Haebaru Town, Okinawa.
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Barbie Knickerbocker explains the story behind log cabin pattern at her home Sept. 19
in Okinawa City, Okinawa.
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The members of OIPG show baby quilts to Nanbu Children’s Medical Center staff
Sept. 24 in Haebaru Town, Okinawa.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM LAST QUARTER

From July to September, Marines on Okinawa participated in many events.
Events included: cultural and friendship exchanges, sporting events, and

cleanup events.

FUTENMA BIKE RACE

Local and U.S. cyclists came
together during the 2019 Futenma
Bike Race on MCAS Futenma
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POST-BLAST
ANALYSIS TRAINING

Okinawa Prefectural Police and
Marines participated in post-blast
analysis training on Camp Hansen
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AJARIVER CLEANUP

Camp Kinser Marines and sailors
teamed up with Okinawan residents
to remove trash alongside the Aja
River, Urasoe City
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PRESCHOOL VISIT

Marines from Camp Hansen
visited a local preschool in Ginoza
Village as part of a community
relations event and interacted
with the children and taught

them English.
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FRIENDSHIP THROUGH MUSIC

Japan Ground Self-Defense
Force 15th Band and Ill Marine
Expeditionary Force Band hosted
their 24th Annual Combined
Band Concert
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O
HAGOROMO FESTIVAL

Marines from MCAS Futenma
participated in the 30th Tobinsu
Haninsu Kachashii dance competition
which was part of Hagoromo Festival
in Ginowan City
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Cpl. Marvins Metelus, a fire desk
operator with the le Shima Training
Facility, helpswrite a skit with the le
Middle School student Sept. 13in le
Village, Okinawa.

(Photo by Nika Nashiro)
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This Quarter’s National
Monthly Observances
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Staff Sgt. Christopher W. Allard, left, a staff noncommissioned officer in charge'for le Shima Training Facility, and Minako Akamine, center,
le Middle School vice principal, review students’ skits Sept. 13 in le Village, Okinawa. (Photo by Nika Nashiro)
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