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On Guard continued from page 6
commander ordered Rowan to join PQ-
17 and transmit the message of a pending
attack visually so as not to break radio
silence. Twenty minutes later Rowan
went to general quarters and accelerated
to 30 knots. She arrived too late to give
the advance warning.

Eight JU-88 torpedo bombers
attacked PQ-17 just as Rowan joined the
convoy. Rowan added her four five-inch
guns and several machine guns to the
convoy’s anti-aircraft screen and
succeeded in shooting down one of the
bombers. None of the bombers scored
any hits. PQ-17 had survived her first
test. With the bombers driven off, Rowan
pulled along side the convoy’s tanker, SS
Aldersdale, and refueled. Once the
refueling was complete, Rowan took up
station about 2,000 yards in front of the
convoy.

Throughout the rest of the day, six of
the nine U-boats in the area tried to work
their way into firing position. Constant
harassment by PQ-17’s escorts
prevented them from getting a shot off.

The next morning C.S.1 recalled
Rowan from PQ-17. Fog rolled in that
morning and a few icebergs were spotted,
but overall the weather was unusually

calm. At 1420, spotters aboard
Wainwright noticed two FW-200s
shadowing PQ-17 and C.S. 1. The
German aircraft followed the two
squadrons for over five hours and even
tried to down one of the American
cruiser’s spotter aircraft. Wainwright
opened fired on one of the Condors and
drove it off. But the Condors had
succeeded in transmitting the location of
PQ-17 and a second aircraft attack was
launched. Thistime, 26 HE-111 and JU-
88 attacked the ships on PQ-17’s
starboard side. The attack aircraft never
got a clear chance at any of the merchant
vessels due to the fog and low cloud
cover. Bombs were dropped but no ships
were hit.

While the Germans attacked PQ-17
with U-boats and aircraft, the
Kriegsmarine ordered the surface ships
to move to a more northemn location. The
change of base operation ran somewhat
afoul when one cruiser and three
destroyers all struck rocks while coming
out of their Norwegian ports. The
decision was made to go without them.
Tirpitz. two cruisers, and accompanying
destroyers and T-boats (German torpedo
boats) moved up to the North Cape of
Norway to wait.

The moming of July 4 started with a
rude awakening for PQ-17. A lone HE-
111 broke through the cloud cover at
0300, surprised the escorts, and dropped
a torpedo on the convoy. The torpedo
passed by two merchant ships and
eventually struck home on the Liberty
ship SS Christopher Newport. The
torpedo crippled Newport and was
eventually sunk on purpose by friendly
fire. Wainwright spotted several more
Condor aircraft throughout the day and
fired at a few at extreme range. With
C.S.1 about ten miles behind, two
columns of HE-111 attacked PQ-17 at
1618. Convoy gunners downed three of
the aircraft with no hits on the merchant
vessels.

Wainwright detached from C.S. | and
joined PQ-17 just as a second wave of
aircraft began to make their run. This
time six HE-111 attacked, but once again
were driven off by accurate fire without
lost. Wainwright placed herself at the
front of the convoy ready to break up any
further attacks. A third wave came later
that evening, except this time,
Wainwright herself was the target. Seeing
that Wainwright’s position at the head of
the convoy would cause problems, the
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