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    When one considers World War I, 
they may think of the stalemate on 
the western front in the trenches, or 
the unyielding bloodbath on the east-
ern front as Russia staved off an in-
vasion in the middle of a revolution.  
One might find themselves quick to 
forget the collapse of the last old-
world empire, the Ottoman Empire. 
The collapse of the six hundred year 
old empire would result in the subse-
quent destabilization of western Asia. 
    The campaign to establish a foot-
hold in the Dardanelles came in mul-
tiple phases, after allied forces at-
tempted to take the Gallipoli peninsu-
la.  From February through March of 
1915, Allied navies had attempted 
and failed to suppress the German 
and Ottoman positions.  The British 
would blame inferior ships, forces of 
nature, and an extremely mobile Ot-
toman army.  
    This would not be the last time the 
Allies would work to take Gallipoli.  
On 25 April 1915, combined forces 
from Britain's colonial assets ap-
peared off the coast of what they 
would call Anzac Cove in the Aegean 
Sea.  Supported by British naval artil-
lery, soldiers from New Zealand, 
Australia, India, and Ireland took to 
the beaches in a push to cut the Otto-
man army off from the Germans. 
    Early in the morning, six compa-
nies from the 9th, 10th and 11th Aus-
tralian Battalions, with six more  
companies following in pursuit, in-
cluding soldiers from the 12th Battal-
ion.  Turkish forces had spotted the 
boats early, opening fire on them as 
they approached. However, the land-
ing force pressed on despite the loss 
of six ships. 
    Before noon, three New Zealand 
Brigades had landed at Anzac Cove 
under heavy fire.  3rd Brigade had 
lost most of it’s forces by that after-
noon, and the 1st Brigade had also 
sustained heavy losses.  In spite of 

this, the combined expeditionary 
forces continued to sweep inland at a 
steady pace.   
    The approaching Australian forces 
were only halted by Mustafa Kemal 
and his 19th Division.  Kemal, who 
would later become the first president 
of Turkey, rallied Turkish forces, by 
declaring “I do not order you to at-
tack, I order you to die.” 
    By the end of the first day, both 
the Ottomans and the Allies had suf-
fered major losses at Anzac Cove. 
    Further south at Cape Helles, the 
1st Battalion of Ireland  were provid-
ed cover by the guns of the Royal 
Navy as the main force swept inland. 
General Ian Hamilton, who was over-
seeing the Gallipoli landings, ordered 
that remaining forces left at V Beach 
move to support W Beach, ending the 
landings at V Beach in what was con-
sidered a failure. 
     W Beach was heavily mined, and 
lined with barbed wire and trip wires.  
It was flanked by two machine gun 
positions, making landing even more 
perilous.  Supporting fire from the 
Royal Navy were lifted before the 1st 
British Battalion landed. These fires 
failed to suppress the Ottomans, and 
they did not even sever the trip wires 
hidden under the water.  As a result, 
many soldiers drowned after sinking 
with their equipment. 
    By May, both sides had lost mas-
sive amounts of forces either attack-
ing or counterattacking each other.  
Few, if any gains were made by ei-
ther side outside of a few hundred 
yards at the expense of almost 10,000 
soldiers.  Fighting and death in no-
mans-land became so severe, that a 
temporary truce was agreed to, so 
that the dead could be collected. 
    The unhospitable conditions of the 
summer months on the Gallipoli pen-
insula added to the strain on both the 
invading Allied forces and the occu-
pying German and Ottoman forces.  

The number of dead had increased 
even more, and decay led to unsani-
tary and vile conditions.   
    The fall and winter months took 
their tolls, as the weather continued 
to be inhospitable for both forces, 
leaving little to no reprieve from the 
war on the front lines. 
    Ultimately after 9 months of 
fighting on the peninsula, 200,000 
were either dead or wounded.  No 
gains were made by the Allied forces, 
making the invasion at Gallipoli a 
failure. 
    However, the aftermath of Gallipo-
li and the actions of Ottoman soldiers 
who shared victory with German 
forces led to a disharmony among the 
Central Powers ranks.  The German 
General in charge Otto Von Sanders 
sought to leave his post, though this 
request was ultimately refused. 
    Gallipoli serves as an embodiment 
of some of the true horrors of war.  
Relentless fighting, poor conditions, 
morale issues, corruption, and disor-
ganization factoring into a battle 
where there are no spoils.  The men 
who fought in Gallipoli gave all for 
their empires.  In the case of the Brit-
ish, that sacrifice would be for 
naught.  For the Ottoman’s it would 
only be a temporary security, for the 
collapse of their empire was still 
guaranteed. 
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