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“HAARII!” MARINES, SAILORS
COMPETE IN ANNUAL OKINAWAN
DRAGON BOAT RACE

Marines and sailors representing the Okinawa Single Marine
Program competed in the 45th Annual Naha Dragon Boat
Race May 5 at Naha Port, Okinawa.

More than 130 teams participated in the three-day festival.
Local schools, public and private organizations, and the
U.S. military community came together and took part in this
famous race, also known as the "Haarii."

With the sound of starter pistol, the race started. Black,
yellow and green dragon boats started to push forward.
Marines and sailors pierced their oars deep down the water,
rowing with perfect unison to the beat of the gong. The
members synchronized their effort through cadence as they
shouted “Osu! Osu! Osu!”

“Osu’ is a Japanese martial artists’ way of greeting. It also
means to push aside your weakness and endure,” explains
Nobuhiro Hirahara, the head coach for the SMP dragon
boat team.

The history of the dragon boat races goes back more than
five centuries. The tradition of dragon boat races thanks
the ocean for its blessings and wishes for the safety of
fishermen and an abundant harvest.

‘| joined the team to get out and see Okinawa,” said Lance
Cpl. Aiden Hudgell, a motor transport operator with 3rd
Transportation Support Battalion. “Participating in a local
event allows us to meet people. It is a great way to form
camaraderie with Okinawa residents.”

For many of the sailors and Marines, this was their first time
engaging in Okinawan culture.

“The maijority of our team members have never rowed a
boat in their life before,” said Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael
Ponn, a hospital corpsman with 3rd Medical Battalion, 3rd
Marine Logistics Group. “It does not matter which branch,
age, gender, rank, or job you have. When we put everyone
on the boat, we learn how to work together as a team. It

is amazing.”

The SMP members started practicing twice a week in

April and had two practices with the actual boat at Tomari
Port, Naha. Rowing a 32-manned boat needs harmonized
paddling and teamwork. Getting the team to row on the beat
was challenging, according to Hirahara.

“The most important thing about rowing a boat is timing,”
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The Single Marine Program dragon boat team pushes off the dock to begin their race
during the 45th Annual Naha Dragon Boat Race May 5, 2019, at Naha Port, Okinawa.
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The Single Marine Program dragon boat team celebrates their victory after the race.
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said Hirahara, a Kyoto prefecture native. “The practice

to get everyone together was the most challenging thing.
Overall, coaching the service members has been a fulfilling
experience for me.”

The SMP provides quality of life wherever Marines and
sailors are at and allows them to experience local culture.
The SMP team won first place in their three-boat race
against two local teams.

“This is a great opportunity for Marines and sailors to be
outside the gate, immerse into local traditions, and see

the community,” said Secoya Holmes, Camp Foster SMP
coordinator from Charlotte, North Carolina. “I'm very happy
that we're able to participate in the race. We also got to
bring a trophy home!”

Learning, participating and sharing each other’s community
are important in building bilateral relationship, according
to Hirahara.

“I would like to continue contributing in taking part in
cultural exchanges between the U.S. military and the local
community,” said Hirahara.



The Single Marine Program dragon boat team rows in sync to the beat of the gong
during the race.
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U.S. Navy Seaman Jesse King, a hospltalman with 3rd Medical Battalion, 3rd Marine
Logistics Group rows a wooden paddle in sync with his teammates during race.
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Divers pose for a photo with some of the trash
| they found during a seabed cleanup May 26 at
1 Miyagi Coast, Chatan Town, Okinawa.
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OKINAWA DIVERS CLEAN OCEAN FLOOR
OF MIYAGI COAST, CHATAN TOWN

Members of the local and military community gathered for a
seabed cleanup May 26 at Miyagi Coast, Chatan, Okinawa.

The cleanup raised awareness of the ocean's condition as
well as showed divers the impact they can make by picking
up trash that has made its way into the water.

“There is trash collecting in the middle of the ocean and it's
killing wildlife,” said April Dahn, a Professional Association
of Diving Instructor hosting the cleanup. “It's affecting
everything in our ecosystem, so we are trying to get out
there to make a difference by collecting some of the trash
and being more of a solution to the problem.”

The event was hosted by owners of Mermaid Island Diving,
Scott Dahn and April Dahn. The two adopted a local dive
site to keep clean at South Steps in Chatan through the
nonprofit organization, Project Aware.

“It's important for the environment that we clean up the
trash,” said Miki Nakachi, a local diver from Naha. “I love
Okinawa, and this is a good opportunity to contribute
something to my hometown. It is also a very good
opportunity for us to communicate with each other - the
local residents, American military members and people from
other countries.”

During the dive, divers and snorkelers were provided mesh
bags to collect trash. When the group filled up a bag they
could bring it back to shore and then return to the water to
find more trash.
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“The cleanups make a great difference,” said Scott Dahn.
“The amount of trash we collect usually averages 70-100
pounds each cleanup, that's a lot of stuff coming out of
the water.”

Divers surfaced with their bags filled with soda cans, plastic
bottles, fishing line, even a car battery and toilet seat were
recovered from the ocean floor.

‘I hope this influences everyone,” said April Dahn. “So when
people come out and they see the type of trash we are
picking up, maybe the next time they are on a dive, maybe
next weekend, and they see trash they’ll pick it up.”

Miki Nakachi, a local diver from Naha, looks for trash during a seabed cleanup.
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Miki Nakachi, a local diver from Naha, holds a trash found on the ocean floor during
the cleanup.
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Petty Officer 2nd Class Alan Gooden, a hospital corpsman with 3rd Medical Battalion,
3rd Marine Logistics Group, stuffs a can in a mesh bag during an ocean floor cleanup.
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Divers collect trash during a seabed cleanup.
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Sgt. Jalil Atlaschi, a supply logistic inventory specialist
with Headquarters Battalion 3rd Marine Division, kicks *
his opponent during the bout in the “TRY: Okinawa
Inter Battle Vol.1” April 7 at Naha City, Okinawa.
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JAPANESE, US KICKBOXERS TOUCH GLOVES TO

SHOW SPORTSMANSHIP

Marines from Camp Courtney participated in friendly
Japan-U.S. bouts in “TRY: Okinawa Inter Battle Vol.1” April
7 at Naha City, Okinawa. The event included fighters from
various Japanese and Okinawan gyms as well as Marines.

Three of 22 bouts featured Marines. At the sound of the
opening bell, Japanese and U.S. fighters touched gloves
to convey their sportsmanship before they test their skills
against each other in the ring.

With Queen’s “We Will Rock You” blasting as his walk-out
anthem, Sgt. Marc Herrera, a native of Bryan, Texas,
exploded into the ring with his coach and his teammates.
Blocking his opponent’s blows while hooking and jabbing,
Herrera fought with combinations of dynamic kicking
techniques drawn from capoeira and acrobatic techniques
from the Setku-do martial art.

The weekly trainings over the previous two months with the
coach paid off as the referee raised Herrera’s arm to show
his victory at the end of the final round. Official kickboxing
fights were two rounds of two minutes each.

“Sportsmanship is being able to say ‘good fight’ at the end
with no regret or holding grudges,” said Herrera. “It was a
good match. | can’t wait for the next one.”

The event was hosted by the TRY executive committee
which is made up of local martial artists. The title TRY
was derived from the idea of challenging more passionate
introductory and intermediate-level fighters into the world
of competitive martial arts. The themes of bouts included:
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youth development, interregional and intergenerational
exchanges, and the Japan-U.S. friendship exchanges.

“Being able to participate in a fight match in another country
is an honor,” said Cpl. Robert McKee, a data systems
administrator with Headquarters Battalion, 3rd Marine
Division, who competed as a kickboxer at the event. “It was
something | always wanted to do when | came to Okinawa —
the birthplace of karate. It is a great experience to learn how
they fight and the culture itself.”

While mixed martial arts may not be from Okinawa like
karate, Nobuhiro Hirahara, the Marines’ coach, started off
learning karate from the age of five. At 19, he traveled to

the U.S. to study martial arts and later founded Setku-do
and opened his dojo. The name Setku-do, meaning cleave
the air, comes from bushido, the code of honor and morals
of samurai warriors, to have a strong will that would cut
through the air. It is a new form of martial arts that eliminates
impractical moves. Martial arts allowed him to see the world.
Sports and exchanges deepen the appreciation for cultural
understanding, according to Hirahara.

“On the 23rd year of founding Setku-do, | realized |

wanted to return the favor to the U.S. for the kindness it

had shown me when | was studying and teaching there,”
said Hirahara. “l wanted to contribute to the Japan-U.S.
bilateral relationship through teaching Japanese martial arts.
Through the friendship | develop with the students, | am able
to share my language, culture and tradition.”
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JSDF, US SERVICE MEMBERS
PREPARE FOR OKINAWA
MEMORIAL DAY

Members of the Japan Self-Defense Force and U.S. military
and their families came together to clean up Peace P
Memorial Park June 15 in Itoman City, Okinawa.

The cleanup allowed the volunteers to interact with one
another while also working to keep a piece of history clean.

“We are out here to get a better understanding and to
bridge the community between Japan and the U.S.,” said
Gunnery Sgt. Mikail Ransom, company first sergeant with
Headquarters and Support Company, 3rd Supply Battalion.

The cleanup was done in preparation for Okinawa Memorial
day, June 23, where many families come to Peace Memorial
Park to pay their respect to those who died during the Battle
of Okinawa.

“l am happy that the participants were able to unite as one

and clean the Peace Memorial Park through this event,” said

Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Sgt. 1st Class Kozue

Shiratani with Public Affairs Office, 15th Brigade. “Offering

flowers and silent prayers and having all of the participants 3

paying respect to those who lost their lives during the Battle | > e

of Okinawa was very significant to us.” : o lr:L' o . v
" . % afss i
Volunteers raked leaves, picked up trash, and wiped down ' '1__'1 ;11_1 T BSEa ULby
the Cornerstone of Peace where names of those who A n 0 t;“ LN RxEd
perished during the battle are inscribed. With the newly - : By '-l-h 5,&;:1 Nike
added 42 names on the Cornerstone of Peace on June 17, > 2l 'i,“l k. hagm KOs
Tl k il 2

the number of names engraved totaled 241 ’566' U.S. Army Spc. Mathew Gunter, a satellite maintainer with 78 Signal Battalion, wipes a

wall of Cornerstone of Peace.

“It's good that our Marines volunteered to come out today,” FTAIOORS % B KRS 7 OB AR BB DT 1 — A — sk e

said Ransom. “They see the importance of us being out
here and working together.”
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Members of the Japan Self-Defense Force and U.S. military pose for a photo before a
cleanup June 15 at Peace Memorial Park, ltoman City, Okinawa.
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U.S. Marine Sgt. Steven Phong, right, a supply administration chief with 3rd Supply
Battalion, places leaves in a trash bag during a cleanup.
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U.S. Marine Pfc. John Xavier, a data systems admlnlstrator with 3rd Marlne Logistics
Group, sweeps around the Peace Memorial Park during a cleanup.
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U.S. Service members clean a wall of Cornerstone of Peace
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A student asks a question during a brief on land return.
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Students from the University of the Ryukyus learn about the Marine Corps in Okinawa
May 20 at Camp Kinser, Okinawa.
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STUDENTS FROM UNIVERSITY
OF RYUKYUS LEARN ABOUT
MARINES, VISIT HISTORICAL
DISPLAY ON CAMP KINSER

Students from the University of the Ryukyus visited the
Battle of Okinawa Historical Display and were informed on
the Marine Corps presence in Okinawa May 20 at Camp
Kinser. A total of 52 students participated in this field trip as
part of their political science class.

Representatives from G-7, Government and External
Affairs, Marine Corps Installations Pacific explained the
organization and capabilities of MCIPAC and Il Marine
Expeditionary Force and how they mutually support security
and stability from Okinawa for the region. The session also
provided information covering the Marines involvement with
community relation activities and their efforts in supporting
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief in Japan and
throughout the region.

‘| did not know that the Marines from Okinawa supported
the earthquake relief in Kumamoto in 2016,” said Toshifumi
Nakamura, an Urasoe City native who is majoring in
Economics. “| decided to participate in this school trip simply
because it sounded fun. | am glad | had the opportunity to
learn about how the bases in Okinawa operate.”

The brief was followed by a discussion and exchange
session. Students asked questions about surrounding
regional threats, relationships between Marine Corps camps
and other bases in Okinawa, how operations and command
structure works, future land returns, and the Futenma
replacement facility at Camp Schwab.

"The purpose of school visits is to create opportunities for
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Corps Installations Pacific.
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students to think about the presence of the Marine Corps on
Okinawa,” said Ron Appling, the community relations officer
with G-7, MCIPAC. “After every brief, we do a question-
and-answer session to give students a chance to express
their opinions and ask whatever they want regarding the
Marine Corps here. During those discussions, | sometimes
tell students not to let anyone decide for them what their
opinion is regarding the bases. They need to do that on
their own. To create an informed opinion, however, they
need information. So | tell them to take what they hear from
me, talk to those who oppose the bases, and then use that
information to come up with their own opinions."

While half of the students were taking part in the discussion,
the other half toured the historic display in the museum.
Ichino Kuba, the Camp Kinser community relations
specialist, provided in-depth histories behind multiple
artifacts from the Battle of Okinawa.

“l am glad | was able to hear the U.S." approach to peace
during World War Il from a different perspective during the
historical display tour,” said Kazuyuki Matsuda, a native of
Urasoe City studying political science. “There are various
ideas in this society, but in the end, everyone is aiming

for peace.”



Ichino Kuba, the Camp Kinser community-relations specialist, explains artifacts used

during postwar in Okinawa.
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Kuba points out the difference between Japanese Imperial Army and U.S. forces
uniforms and equipment.
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Okinawa residents and U.S. Marines pose for a group photo
after the cleanup around the Okinawa Convention Center
area, Ginowan City, Okinawa, June 19.
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OKINAWA RESIDENTS, US MARINES
CLEAN UP GINOWAN CITY

Members of the Okinawa Convention City Association,

a local nonprofit organization, and U.S. Marines joined
together to clean up the Okinawa Convention Center area
June 19 in Ginowan City.

The cleanup allowed the volunteers to interact with one
another, while also working to keep the city of
Ginowan clean.

“We want the people of Okinawa to understand we Marines
are more than happy to help when it comes to the health of
their home,” said Col. David Steele, the commanding officer
for Marine Corps Air Station Futenma. “Marines do their best
to leave the places they come to the same as they found it if
not better.”

The cleanup was done as part of community outreach,
collaborated by members of the Single Marine Program, the
Okinawa Convention City Association, and U.S. Marines
volunteering their time.

“Whenever we're out in town, we get to see the mutual
respect that local community has for everyone,” said Cpl.
Juan Day, a U.S. Marine assigned to Marine Aviation
Logistics Squadron 36, Marine Aircraft Group 36, 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing. “It feels great to give that respect back, in not
just good behavior, but also helping out where we can.”

The Okinawa Convention City Association organizes
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four cleanup events annually, inviting the students from

a local middle school. The organization also takes part in
beautifying the community, planning and assisting events for
the district, and nurturing human resources in the area. They
aim to make their city safe and secure.

‘| only have gratitude towards the U.S. military members,”
said Kazuo Maemori, the chairman of Okinawa Convention
City Association. “We usually have 40-50 middle school
students participate in these cleanups and tell them that
they can only speak English. Unfortunately, since they
were in their test period, they were not able to come out
this time. Through these friendship exchanges, students
start taking interest in English and focusing in their English
class. | wanted these exchanges to provide communication
opportunities for students to engage with their community
including the service members.”

Volunteers picked up trash along the streets of Ginowan.
Some of it stuffed in bushes or hidden underneath sections
of concrete or stone in the road.

‘| find it wonderful that we get to be stationed here so far
from home,” said Day. “Because a vast majority of people
don't get the chance to even see this part of the world, I'd
like to take these opportunities to be part of the community
and contribute to beautifying the area.”
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Okinawa residents and Marines carry bags filled with garbage during the cleanup.
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Okinawa residents and Marines volunteer their time to pick up garbage around.
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Station Futenma, assists an Okinawan resident pull-out trash stuck under the sidewalk.
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Photos by Lance Cpl. Samuel Brusseau
Story by Lance Cpl. Samuel Brusseau and Nika Nashiro
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CONNECTING PEOPLE, SHARING CULTURE, BUILDING FRIENDSHIPS

English Dis
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Texas native’s effort in bridging two communities

Volunteering provides a unique opportunity to get involved
with any community one is in. There are countless ways
one can lend a helping hand in Okinawa to bridge

two communities.

Marine Corps Community Services promotes around 30
volunteer activities off-base every month to military and their
family members. These volunteer activities help bridge the
cultures between the Okinawan and military community.

“Volunteering is rewarding because you get to learn about
Okinawan culture and connect with the local residents,” said
Angela Neal, the volunteer program coordinator for MCCS.

Some of the volunteer opportunities include cleaning and
walking dogs at no-kill animal shelters, teaching English
through discussion with elementary to high school students,
engaging in friendship exchanges at senior citizen homes,
collecting bags of trash at beach cleanups, supporting the
local food bank, orphanages and shelters, and maintaining
horse stalls for therapeutic horse riding.

BEHIND THE SCENES

Neal, a native of La Porte, Texas, organizes and distributes
volunteer activity information to raise awareness about
opportunities for military members and families to engage
with the Okinawan community.
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Neal has always been involved in volunteer work either full
time or part time, whenever time permits. Volunteering can
help teach life lessons, according to Neal.

‘I encourage my family to volunteer as well,” said Neal. “It
teaches them what it means to give back to the community.”

Neal's background in customer service and marketing

has prepared her in supply and demand. Where there is a
demand for volunteers, she helps connect those who want
to volunteer with the organizations.

‘| feel very fortunate to have the opportunity to have

this position,” said Neal. “| want to encourage building
positive relationships between the Okinawan and military
communities. | see great value in establishing a firm
foundation. It doesn’t only help the local community, it also
helps the military community by giving them the chance to
leave base and be exposed to the local culture. This helps
their quality of life. It's unique to have the opportunity to
interact closely with another culture.”

VOLUNTEERING

MCCS offers Japanese etiquette workshops called “Power
Hour,” in which volunteers learn more about the Japanese
and local culture and customs before they immerse
themselves in the community. This starter-kit class covers
communications skills, mannerisms, and simple Japanese

AETRART

Angela Neal talks about volunteer opportunities during the Power
Hour workshop June 7 at Camp Foster. (Photo by Nika Nashiro)
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phrases that may come in handy for the volunteers
interacting with local residents.

“My motive for teaching whether it be in person, social
media, or radio, is to raise awareness that Japan is very
different than America,” said Mari Gregory, who taught
Japanese etiquette courses during the Power Hour. “By
understanding the difference in the culture, people can feel
more confident stepping out and be better ambassadors.”

One of the ongoing volunteer activities is the English
discussion classes held weekly throughout the island.
MCCS supports “Encourage,” a local nonprofit organization
that offers learning support for elementary and middle
school students. Students learn phonics, vocabulary,
sentence structure, and pronunciation through interacting
with the volunteers.

“The students are smart, and they are willing to learn,”
said Staff Sgt. David Bartholet, a maintenance chief for
S-6, communications, with Marine Tactical Air Command
Squadron 18, Marine Air Control Group 18, 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing, who volunteered at one of the English
discussion classes. “These students will teach you
Japanese words and phrases at the same time. | look
forward to participating in more volunteer activities. *

Neal’s effort in bridging the two communities and cultures
creates an enriching time and space for both sides of
the exchange.

“| think the students are having valuable experiences,” said
Memu Yasuno, a supervisor with Encourage who oversees
students during the English discussion class. “They are
very blessed to have this opportunity to interact with native
English speakers and practice their pronunciations. Angela
has helped us in many ways; it's hard to put in words how
much we are grateful for her assistance.”

Volunteering is giving something of yourself without the
expectation of anything in return, according to Neal.

“For service members and families on Okinawa,
volunteering is a way for people to connect with the local
community in a way that cannot be bought,” said Neal.
“People can make a measurable impact on the community,
whether through an animal rescue or shelter, beach
cleanups, teaching English to local residents, or visiting
senior homes. Volunteering provides the opportunity to
meet people with common interests, share cultures, and
build friendships.”

Story by Nika Nashiro

Students learn phonics with the volunteers during an English discussion class June 5
in Kitanakagusuku Village, Okinawa. (Photo by Cpl. Sarah Stegall)
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Mari Gregory teaches Japanese etiquette during the workshop June 7 at Camp Foster.
(Photo by Nika Nashiro)
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Volunteers help shovel sand to maintain the grounds at no-kill animal shelter June 8 in
Onna Village, Okinawa. (Photo by Lance Cpl. Krysten Gomez)

NIV THZE IO EMRERSR ORIBEHEZ FLORZ>V7147=6H8H.
B

L



B

?

Angela Neal, center, introduces herself to the students
during an English discussion class June 5 in Kitanakagusuku
Village, Okinawa. (Photo by Cpl. Sarah Stegall)
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A student practices his pronunciation with the volunteers June 5 in Kitanakagusuku
Village, Okinawa. (Photo by Cpl. Sarah Stegall)
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Staff Sgt. David Bartholet participated in Power Hour workshop June 7 at Camp Foster.
(Photo by Nika Nashiro)
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A volunteer walks a dog from the no-kill animal shelter June 8 in Onna Village,
Okinawa. (Photo by Lance Cpl. Krysten Gomez)
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM LAST QUARTER

From April to June, Marines on Okinawa participated in many events.
Events included: cultural and friendship exchanges, sporting events, and
cleanup events.

MUD RUN

The local and U.S. military
communities came together to
participate in annual Mud Run at
Camp Hansen
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FRIENDSHIP EXCHANGES

Marines from Camp Hansen played
with local children at a day care in Kin
Town as part of friendship exchange.
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NAHA DRAGON BOAT RACE

Marines and sailors from Single
Marine Program participated in
Naha Dragon Boat Race also known
as the Haarii
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SEABED CLEANUP

Members of local and military
communities gathered for a
seabed cleanup in Chatan Town
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HENOKO SUMO WRESTLING

Marines from Camp Schwab
competed in Okinawan sumo
wrestling at Henoko, Nago City
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ANIMAL SHELTER CLEANUP

Marines volunteered to walk the dogs
and clean the facility at no-kill animal
shelter in Onna Village
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Students learn phonics with the
volunteers during an English
discussion class June 5 in
Kitanakagusuku Village, Okinawa.
(U.S. Marine Corps photo by

Cpl. Sarah Stegall)
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This Quarter’s National
Monthly Observances
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Volunteers pose for a group photo after doing landscaping work and walking dogs at the no-kill animal shelter June 8 in Onna Village, Okinawa.

(Photo by Lance Cpl. Krysten Gomez)
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