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Lt. Col. David Gritsavage, 138th Fighter Wing Pilot, flies an F-16 
Viper during a sortie over the skies of Oklahoma, April 6, 2019. 
The F-16 is a compact, multi-role fighter that is highly manuver-
able and has proved itself in air-to-air combat and air-to-surface 
attack.

(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Rebecca Imwalle) 
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138TH FIGHTER WING
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON CBD OIL, 
AND WHAT PRODUCTS ARE SAFE TO USE, 
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ANY KIND OF CBD OIL
CBD OIL
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(Photo illustation by Master Sgt. C.T. Michael) 

(Photo illustation by Master Sgt. C.T. Michael) 
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24/7 alert mission provides protection from 
potential threats
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management readiness through prevention, 
protection, response and recovery
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Each one of us has a responsibility to be lethal and ready to respond to a combat contingency at all times.  Our end game of bombs on target 
and missiles in the air against our foes depends upon each of us to do our jobs with precision.  It is career training, in each shop, at all levels that 
forms lethality in every sense of the word.  For our Full Spectrum Readiness Training lethality comes in four forms that enable us to effectively 
operate as a lethal war-fighter: Weapons Training, Self-Aid & Buddy Care, Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear and Medical Readiness.  

Our Wing planners continually challenge themselves to build realistic training plans for each drill and training deployment, to ensure the Wing 
deploys and employs combat lethality in our F-16’s.  The USAF approach to training has shifted away from preparing for the planned AEF rotation 
of the past two decades, to that of an “always ready” force with FSR.  We will continue our FSR training by planning and executing 3-day drills 
and rotating selected members through an overnight scenario.  The first 3-day drill with overnight training will be conducted at Camp Gruber 
during November Drill.  I am excited about these changes as it will allow us additional flexibility for training while enabling a quicker spin-up if 
a no-notice contingency arises.

Thank you for all you do.  I appreciate your service and patriotism. 

Strength and Honor!

Col. Tray “Rudy” Siegfried

VEctor
		  COL. rAYMONd H. SIEGfrIEd III
		  COMMANdEr, 138TH fIGHTEr WING

4

Photo by Master Sgt. c.t. michael

VISUAL: Col Siegfried has flown more than 2,500 hours in the F-16, 40
combat sorties, and 180 hours of combat time. He has deployed on contin-
gency operations to nations including Turkey, Kuwait, and Qatar in support 
of Operations PROVIDE COMFORT, NORTHERN WATCH, SOUTHERN WATCH 
and IRAQI FREEDOM.



brAvE OnE
COL. MichAEL b. MEAson
VicE CommAndEr, 138th fightEr WinG

Lethal & Agile Combat Air Power.  The backbone of the 138th Fighter Wing mission statement, the sum total and final product of our combined 
efforts to continually improve our readiness and strengthen our relationships.  Our training and preparation efforts at the squadron level ensure 
that we’re ready individually and as a unit.  Our collective readiness translates into proven Lethality when the time comes to answer the call in 
defense of our Nation or for the protection of our State and our communities. 

We demonstrate our “products” of Lethality in many ways.  The deterrent and kinetic effects of projecting combat ready F-16 Vipers is the final 
way we do this, as shown by our operators and maintainers time and again.  But before the jets launch and the pilots go to work, lethality is also 
demonstrated by the way we sustain, mobilize and deploy 138th FW forces through our agile combat and mission support capabilities. 

Since taking over the role of vice commander in Feb. 2019, I continue to learn more everyday about what lethality means for each of your 
mission areas.  My goal is to do all I can to help support, enable and resource the execution of all 138th FW missions, while together we do all 
that we can to take care of our Airmen and develop the future leaders of the 138th Fighter Wing.  I am humbled every day by your expertise and 
professionalism, and it’s my honor to serve in support of our commander and the Airmen of the 138th FW!

Strength and Honor!

Col. Mike “Mouse” Meason

www.138FW.ANG.AF.MIL 5

Photo by Master Sgt. c.t. michael

VISUAL: Col Meason is an Air Force Command pilot with over 2,900 hours 
of f light time, 295 carrier landings as a Naval Aviator, and has completed 
numerous deployments in support of Operations SOUTHERN WATCH, ENDUR-
ING FREEDOM, JOINT GUARDIAN.
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Photo story by Staff Sgt. Rebecca Imwalle
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1 - Capt. Adam Gazda, 138th Fighter Wing, dons his flight helmet prior to a sortie May 2, 2019 at Tulsa Air National Guard Base, Okla.

2 - Capt. Adam Gazda, 138th Fighter Wing, and Senior Airman Max Babbidge, 138th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, crew chief, prepare an F-16 Viper prior to a sortie 
May 2, 2019 at Tulsa Air National Guard Base, Okla.  Prior to take-off, pilots and crew chiefs perform detailed inspections of the aircraft to ensure safety and mission 
success. 

3 - Senior Airman Max Babbidge, 138th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, crew chief, performs final checks for an F-16 Viper before take-off May 2, 2019 at Tulsa Air 
National Guard Base, Okla.  Crew chiefs are responsible for aircraft inspections before and after sorties, being on site during routine flying, and assisting with a variety 
of maintenance tasks.

4 - An F-16 Viper prepares for take-off May 2, 2019 at Tulsa Air National Guard Base, Okla.

5 - Capt. Austin Hornsby, 138th Fighter Wing, approaches a KC-135 Stratotanker in an F-16 Viper to refuel during a sortie over the skies of Okla., April 6. 2019.  Air-to-air 
refueling is a vital tool that extends the flight time and flying mission.

6 - Four F-16 Vipers fly in formation behind a KC-135 Stratotanker during a sortie over the skies of Okla., April 6, 2019.  The KC-135 can transfer 1,650 gallons of jet fuel 
per minute.

7 -  Maj. Michael Leary, 138th Fighter Wing, flies an F-16 Viper during a sortie over the skies of Okla., April 6, 2019.  The F-16 is a compact, multi-role fighter that is highly 
maneuverable and has proved itself in air-to-air combat and air-to-surface attack.

VISUAL: The F-16A, a single-seat model, first flew in December 1976. The first 
operational F-16A was delivered in January 1979 to the 388th Tactical Fighter 
Wing at Hill Air Force Base, Utah.

7
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Stories and photos by Master Sgt. C.T. Michael

Avionics

airframe is buil
t with about 

80% aviation-g
rade aluminum 

alloys, 

8% steel, 
3% composites,

 
and 1.5% titan

ium

The F-100-PW-229 has a thrust of 17,800 lbf (79 kN) (dry thrust) and 29,160 lbf (129.7 kN) with afterburner

Equipped with a 30% greater
 air-to-air 

detection range for high-res
olution mapping 

for greater target detectio
n-recognition

Weapons
Engine

Includes a frameless bubble canopy for better visibility, 
side-mounted control stick to ease control while maneuvering, 
an ejection seat reclined 30 degrees from vertical to reduce 
the effect of g-forces on the pilot, and the FIrst use of 
a relaxed static stability/ FLy-by-wire FLight control system 
which helps to make it a nimble aircraft

UndEr THE Aluminum Alloys
		  A lEthAl CONTrIbUTION

To fully understand what makes an F-16 Tulsa Viper venomous, 
we will have to peel back its grey metal skin and expose 
several core systems working in unison that enable this 
multi-role Fighter to nimbly aggress any foe, any time, any 
where.

The aircraft can
 carry a wide var

iety of 

air-to-ground mis
siles, rockets or 

bombs; 

electronic count
ermeasures (ECM)

, navigation, 

targeting or wea
pons pods; and fu

el tanks on 

9 hardpoints
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Engine
The F-100-PW-229 has a thrust of 17,800 lbf 

(79 kN) (dry thrust) and 29,160 lbf (129.7 kN) 

with afterburner

For many of us, the sights and sounds of the city may have become all too 
common, but happening in the Tulsa area, multiple times a day, several days 
a week is a vibration of sound waves at an exceptional rate, creating a 
deafening audible scream to the bystanders below.

Supporting that mechanical mid-air roar is the 138th Fighter Wing Jet 
Propulsion shop, ensuring that the F-16 Tulsa Viper’s F100-PW-229 engines 
are ready to launch in afterburner at any moment. 

With a machine capable of producing up-to 29,000 pounds of thrust, burning 
at close to two thousand degrees Fahrenheit during takeoff, engine shop 
Airmen must be fully versed with every component of a jet engine. During a 
13 week jet engine technical school, Airmen learn the theory of operation, 
complete parts break down and the re-installation of an engine into the 
aircraft.

“We strip the engine down,” said Tech. Sgt. Chad Patterson, propulsion 
mechanic. “There are only a few other guard units that tear it down as far 
as we do and build it all the way back up.”

Depending on if the aircraft engine has an immediate issue that can’t be 
FIxed on the FLight line or a time compliance part change, a crew of four 
to FIve Airmen can turn a single motor anywhere from one week to several 
months, even possibly taking up-to 300 man hours for a complete tear down 
and build up. 

“That’s the thing with this career, we only have a schedule for time change 
engine maintenance,” said Tech. Sgt. Kevin Staring, propulsion mechanic. “The 
engine may come in for a time change part and a computer diagnostic FInds 
other things wrong, taking more time to repair.

With only one sophisticated computer and numerous sensors on board the 
F100 engine, the system will regulate the pilot’s inputs and aircraft during 
maneuvers, making it very difFIcult to hard break this highly reliable single 
engine during FLight. 

When FLights are complete at the end of each day, the engine shop 
also downloads motor data from each aircraft, verifying crucial internal 
component data, ultimately knowing if something is going to break before 
it actually happens. 

Recognition of a vital core component is givien to the Jet Propulsion 
section with their endless maintinance on this complex jet engine, enabling 
the Tulsa Viper to strike, no matter the distance.

VISUAL: The initial selected single-engined F-16 was the Pratt & Whitney F100-
PW-200 afterburning turbofan, a modified version of the F-15’s F100-PW-100, 
rated at 23,830 lbf (106.0 kN) thrust.
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Avionics

We currently live in a world where computers are incorporated in almost 
every facet of our profession, effortlessly calculating the most complicated 
tasks and improving overall job performance. Sometimes those computed tasks 
can end in an error message, leaving no other choice but too quickly trouble 
shoot the systems to FIx the issue.

To remedy these complex system error messages, the 138th Fighter Wing 
Avionics section maintains and repairs everything from communications in the 
cockpit to FLight controls in an F-16 FIghter aircraft, enabling pilots to 
complete the mission with precise accuracy. 

Ensuring pilots receive the crucial FLight information they need to 
successfully operate their aircraft, Avionics Airmen must complete a 
six month technical school with two months of electrical and a little 
over four months of hands on training. Soon after, Airmen return home and 
continue to maintain aircraft and hone their troubleshooting skills with 
many months of upgrade training.

“In order to troubleshoot this aircraft and understand how all the Avionics 
systems work, we have to know it front to back, wingtip to wingtip,” said 
Senior Master Sgt. Charles Arroyo, 138th FIghter Wing, avionics supervisor.

These vital Avionics systems are integrated into just about every aircraft 
component with up to 15 miles of electrical wiring, a multitude of threat 
warning antennas and close to 20 systems computers on board the aircraft, 
often generating error codes that need to be corrected on the spot, before 
the next FLight. 

“It’s just the nature of the job, especially with this jet,” said Master 
Sgt. Cory Hood, 138th Fighter Wing, avionics FLightline. “All the systems are 
crammed in tight, naturally the aircraft is going to have some electrical 
issues from time to time.”

How can an aircraft really tell you it has a bug? The answer is in the 
countless built in system diagnostics the computers perform in a matter 
of microseconds on startup, always looking for a fault. When a conFLict 
arises, the aircraft will display an error code, granting a starting point for 
Avionics team to troubleshoot through a vast library of technical orders 
for the quick debug. 

“Troubleshooting is what I like about the job,” said Hood. “Our career FIeld 
is so vast, that nine times out of 10 it’s not the same problem, so it’s 
something different confronting us everyday.”

If the Tulsa Viper truly had a nervous system, then Avionics would be that 
instantaneous surge that drives complex information to all extremities 
involved, ever challenging the Avionics team with every mission completed.

VISUAL: The first generation of F-16 uses Raytheon’s Modular Mission 
Computer (MMC), the MMC3000 relied on MIPS R3500, a 32-bit chip 
processors with 110,000 transistors and running at 12 MHz. The computer had 
4 MB of memory RAM.

Equipped with a 30% greater air-to-air 

detection range for high-resolution mapping 

for greater target detection-recognition
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Weapons

VISUAL: Early F-16s could be armed with up to six AIM-9 Sidewinder heat-seek-
ing short-range air-to-air missiles (AAM) by employing rail launchers on each 
wingtip, as well as radar guided AIM-7 Sparrow medium-range AAMs in a 
weapons mix.

It’s dawn and a small group of Airmen are dispatched toward the FLight 
line to install bits of sophisticated heavy metal onto a machine that was 
built to defend, pursue and above all else; eradicate any threat that FLies 
or lies below.

Leading the advancement of these objectives is the 138th Fighter Wing, 
Aircraft Armament Systems shop, by ensuring when a pilot pulls the 
trigger, the explosive devices successfully launch away from an F-16 Tulsa 
Viper aircraft, toward the target. 

To strengthen pilot conFIdence in thier aircraft down range, Aircraft 
Armament troops begin their career with a four month journey through a 
weapons technical school, studying every piece of explosive hardware that 
military aircraft can possibly wield. 

“It’s not just the weapons aspect you share,” said Chief Master Sgt. Kyle 
Overstreet, Wing weapons manager. “It’s a fellowship you share with the 
same interests.”

One common passion this devoted family shares is the amount of weapon 
components they afFIx to an aircraft in a matter of minutes on any given 
mission, from multiple 140 pound heat seeking missiles on wing tips, to 2,000 
pound laser guided bombs and everything in-between. 

One fearsome component of the Viper weapons systems is the 20mm 
Gatling Gun that is capable of holding about 500 rounds; FIring a 
staggering 100 rounds a second. The gun is also inspected every 18 months 
during which time the Aircraft Armament back shop tediously disassembles, 
inspects and installs the gun back into the FIghter in about a week.

“The gun can be challenging at times,” said Overstreet. “It turns at such 
a high rate of speed, that all the gears and sprockets need to be timed 
precisely.”

The effects of these precision explosive devices were most recently felt 
during an Afghanistan contingency in 2018, when the 138th Aircraft 
Armament section contributed to a historic amount of bomb drops spanning 
into the hundreds and expending more than 21,000 rounds of ammunition 
insided of three months.

“During combat operations, we might have an Army Ranger on the ground 
taking enemy FIre, in need of help,” said Overstreet. “It’s gratifying to know 
that the bomb we just loaded is protecting American lives.

As the weapon systems continue to evolve, the demand for an Aircraft 
Armament section will always be a crucial element that supplies a potent 
cocktail of venom to the fangs of the Tulsa Viper.
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One courageous act
If someone looks up the definition of hero in the dictionary, there are several explanations given, such as a legendary figure with 
great strength or ability, a principal character in a story, play, film or a person noted for courageous acts. 

138th Fighter Wing, Master Sgt. John Lawrence exemplifies the latter, by reacting to a single vehicle accident appearing to have 
struck a bridge guard rail. 

On a frigid morning commute to work, Lawrence approached an airbag deployed vehicle resting sideways on its passenger side 
door in a deep ditch. Lawrence rushed on foot to the vehicle discovering a woman within, shaken from the sudden impact. Bracing 
himself on the wrecked vehicle, there was no other alternative but to reach down and pull the woman out of the upright driver side 
door. 

Showing no immediate signs of injury, Lawrence hurried the woman to his vehicle keeping her warm until paramedics arrived on 
scene.

“Sometimes you have to weigh what’s important at the time by putting yourself out there to help somebody else,” said Lawrence. 
“Hoping they would do the same for my family.”

Several hours later at work, Lawrence’s cell phone began pinging excessively with messages from family and friends about a recent post 
on social media in relation to the accident that morning. Baffled by the onslaught of questions, Lawrence viewed a post going viral with 
over 900 likes in a matter of hours, thanking him for his courageous acts.  

“I thought is was really nice that the woman’s husband was trying to reach out and say thank you,” said Lawrence. “Making an impact on 
their family and not even meaning too.”

Master Sgt. Lawrence is the supervisor for the 138th Fighter Wing, Aircrew Flight Equipment shop specializing in systems safety technologies, 
helping protect aircrew during flight and in event of emergency situations.

“I wanted to help, not be a hero, but to react,” said Lawrence.

138 FW JAG recieves award
Each calendar year Air Combat Command recognizes one active duty office 
and one Air National Guard Judge Advocate General office for outstanding 
achievement of professionalism and executing the mission; training assigned 
members and upholding justice; delivering expert advice and advocacy; and 
freedom of action, engaging, informing, and partnering.

Congratulations to the 138th Fighter Wing JAG office for achieving the 2018 ACC 
ANG Legal Office of the Year.

The JAG office provides a full range of legal services to the ANG and its 
Airmen, working around the globe upholding justice for the people who 
defend it.

(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Master Sgt. C.T. Michael) 

138th Fighter Wing Staff Judge Advocate General Office(left to right), Deputy SJA Maj. Jason Harley, Law Office Manager Tech Sgt. Bonnie Smith, SJA Lt. Col. Christine Hidy, Paralegal Airman 1st Class Chloe Kirk, Assistant SJA Capt. Diane Vaughan. VISUAL: Lieutenant Colonel William Tudor was the first Judge Advocate and 
was appointed by the Second Continental Congress for the Army in 1775.
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StAtE of EmErgEncy
Gov. kEvin Stitt Tours TornAdo dAmAgE

photos by Staff Sgt Rebecca Imwalle

Governor of Oklahoma Kevin Stitt tours damage from a series of storms May 6, 2019.  The Okla. National Guard supported the Governor 
during his visit to Bryan County, Okla., as he assessed storm damage where an EF-3 tornado destroyed homes and took the lives of two 
Oklahomans.  Stitt declared a state of emergency for 52 counties effected by these storms that took place on April 30.  The National Weather 
Service says at least 16 tornados were reported across the state that day.

www.138FW.ANG.AF.MIL 13
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AEroSpAcE Control AlErt
	                                                                          Gulf coAst GuArdiAns

STORY and photos BY MASTER SGT. C.T. Michael

24/7 Alert mission provides protection from potential threats

On a distant gulf coast line, a fully loaded lethal flying machine sits idle 24 hours a day, seven days a week, lying in wait with the relentless mission of safeguarding 
American skies. 

The 138th Fighter Wing Detachment-1 is trained to conduct the North American Aerospace Defense Command’s Aerospace Control Alert mission providing domestic and 
international threat protection to The United States and Canada on a moment’s notice.
  
Operation NOBLE EAGLE ramped up its posture soon after the 9/11 attacks in an effort to quickly respond to acts of terrorism or other potentially harmful airborne threats 
under any weather condition and applies to all air sovereignty and air defense mission in North America.

The 138th Fighter Wing began the alert mission in February 2008, splintering off a portion of Wing members to support the operation at Ellington Field Joint Reserve 
Base, Texas. 

To support this crucial operation, an unbroken relationship remains between the Wing in Tulsa and the Detachment to ensure pilots, maintainers, F-16s and equipment 
are ferried back and forth 512 miles, leaving no room for error in the event of a real world scramble.

“We’re essentially a fire department for the skies,” said Lt. Col. Travis Clegg, 138th Fighter Wing, Detachment -1.  “Instead of fire trucks, we have armed fighter jets ready 
to go at a moment’s notice to protect the airspace over the Gulf Coast region.” 

When the siren signals an aerial event within a certain radius, pilots and maintenance professionals ready themselves in an instant, scrambling to locked and loaded jets, 
achieving horn to airborne swiftly to intercept, inspect, influence and, if necessary, defeat a potential airborne threat to the country.  

“Everybody here has the same vision,” said Clegg. “It’s personally satisfying to protect the country and city you live in.”

A large engraved rock rests in an entryway to an ACA building reads “WE WILL NEVER FORGET”, signaling a constant reminder on the significance of this unyielding 
mission for the Gulf Coast Guardians, 138th Fighter Wing Detachment -1. 

Defense of the homelands is NORAD’s top priority and is on alert around-the-clock to execute its aerospace warning, aerospace control, and maritime warning missions.
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VISUAL:  The ACA network provides comprehensive coverage of the Continental 
United States, as far north as the Canadian border and as far south as the Mexi-
can border, as well as Alaska and Hawaii.



LinE-Of-Sight

16

Commander of the Air National Guard Readiness Center Maj. Gen. Steven Nordhaus, visits with 138th Fighter Wing 
Airmen during a meet-and-greet Dec. 13, 2018 at Tulsa Air National Guard Base, Okla.  The ANG Readiness Center 
provides resources, policy oversight and guidance to ensure ANG wings and Geographically Separated Units are 
ready, trained and equipped for homeland and global operations.

The Oklahoma congressional staff delegation become more familiar with the mission capabilities of a F-16 Tulsa 
Viper Mar. 18, 2019 at Tulsa Air National Guard Base, Okla. The staff delegation visited multiple bases during a 
state-wide tour to gain a better understanding of military assets within Oklahoma. 

Officials from the Tulsa International Airport visit the 138th Fighter Wing, Feb. 12, 2019. The visit provided mem-
bers from the airport to become familiar with the F-16 and the capabilities the Wing has to support flight line 
operations. 

Members of Leadership Oklahoma meet with base leadership during a tour of the 138th Fighter Wing in Tulsa, 
Okla., Feb. 28, 2019. The mission of LOK is to create, inspire and support a network of community leaders whose 
commitment to service and excellence will help energize all Oklahomans to help positively shape the future.

Oklahoma U.S. Rep. Kevin Hern tours the 138th Fighter Wing Mission Training Center Jan. 31, 2019 at Tulsa Air 
National Guard Base, Okla.  Hern was elected in 2018, for Oklahoma’s 1st. Congressional district. 

Governor of Oklahoma Kevin Stitt (left), and Adjutant General for Oklahoma MG Michael Thompson (right), attend 
a promotion ceremony honoring Brig. Gen. Brent Wright, Assistant Adjutant General for Oklahoma (center) May 
1, 2019 at Oklahoma Supreme Court Judicial Center, Oklahoma City, Okla. Wright was the Vice Commander of the 
138th Fighter Wing, Tulsa Air National Guard Base, Okla.

(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Rebecca Imwalle) (U.S. Air National Guard photo by Master Sgt. C.T. Michael)

(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Rebecca Imwalle)(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Rebecca Imwalle)

(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Master Sgt. C.T. Michael) (U.S. Air National Guard photo by Master Sgt. C.T. Michael)



www.138FW.ANG.AF.MIL

WArpAinT
CAMr rEAdiEs AirmEn for EmErgEnciEs

Chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear hazards pose threats to Airmen and the mission that could be detrimental if not taken care of properly.

Several base agencies participated in an intensive four day Counter CBRN All-Hazard Management Response course that was developed to ensure installations are prepared 
to respond and recover from any and all hazard incidents. It is only held at 15 locations throughout the Air National Guard each year.

“Whether we want them to or not, accidents happen,” said Senior Master Sgt. Thomas Enyart, 138th Civil Engineer Squadron installation emergency manager. “In order to 
ensure we can complete our mission and protect our personnel and property, we must be able to mitigate the effects of any incident.”

Members from Security Forces, Emergency Management, Fire Department, and Medical Group worked alongside representatives from the Tulsa Health Department, the Tulsa 
Area Emergency Management team, Hillcrest Hospitals and EMSA during tabletop exercises, allowing base agencies to coordinate support that mirrors what would happen 
during a real-world incident.

“One of the great benefits in this course is that it emphasizes the importance of our partnerships within the local community,” Enyart said. “If something were to happen, 
it would take personnel both on and off the installation working together to fix it, so having personnel from various community emergency support agencies was a great 
addition.”

The course provided first responders the opportunity to test the plans and checklists their agencies already had in place to ensure effectiveness. The training environment also 
enabled the participants to receive feedback immediately following the exercise. 

Capt. Kenneth Ground, 138th Medical Group industrial hygienist and bio-environmental engineer, explained that you can never practice for emergencies enough.

“Exercises like this help flush out any imperfections we might not know about until we actually work through it,” Ground said. “It’s important to know the capabilities of 
every agency and understand what they bring to the fight, so in the time of an emergency, we have the ability to respond.”

The CAMR course was facilitated by the company Federal Resources, which has teams of trainers and subject matter experts that travel around the country to provide this 
training to military bases and other city and state entities. 

“This course not only provided great training on how to do this, but also allowed us to exercise our current response capabilities,” Enyart explained.
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As he looked across the table at his father, Brig. Gen. 
Brent Wright said, “I just wanted to be like my dad.” Those 
words carried weight, and as soon as retired Brig. Gen. 
Gerald Wright heard them, he began to choke up. 

A few moments passed and Gerald Wright, fighting back 
tears, responded with the sentiment, “I don’t know how I 
could be more proud.” The two reflected about their careers, 
their relationship and Brent Wright’s recent promotion to 
Brig. Gen., the same rank the elder Wright achieved and 
retired with in 1999.
 
“They’re just great citizens,” Gerald said of his kids’ 
accomplishments. “I am proud of all of them.”  

Each of his children have served in the U.S. Military, a 
tradition started by Gerald’s father during World War 
II. This commitment to service became a lifestyle for the 
retired general as he worked his way through the ranks as a 
pilot with the Oklahoma Air National Guard and eventually 
as a state senator. Regardless of the rank he earned or the 
status he held, Gerald’s purpose was very clear…to bring 
the best leadership to the men and women of the 
ANG.
 
Gerald Wright explained that the key to leadership was to 
set a good example for the troops. Brent Wright echoed this 
sentiment and added that once a plan was in place, a good 
leader sets the priorities and then moves the plan forward, 
aggressively looking for the best resources for the Airmen.
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VISUAL: Retired Brig. Gen. Gerald Wright joined the Oklahoma Air National Guard 
125th Tactical Fighter Squadron, Tulsa Air National Guard Base in August 1973 as a 
fighter pilot flying the F-100, A-7 and F-16, flying a total of: 4, 782 hours.



“As a leader, you are going to have to answer to a parent 
who has sent their son or daughter to be properly led,” 
Brent Wright explained. “To be properly led is to have 
ethical leadership, and to be insured that any and every 
resource is available to meet the enemy. If we want to 
engage with the enemy, we don’t want a fair fight. We want 
to over-resource them, out-maneuver them and overwhelm 
them.”
 
Brent Wright adopted his father’s passion early on for 
serving his state and country and began his career as an 
infantryman in the Army. Over time, he was able to join 
the Tulsa ANG and his path was set to eventually become a 
part of the small amount of non-rated (or non-flying) 
Guardsmen to reach the rank of brigadier general.
 
The life of a service member requires sacrifice and the 
Wrights have each sacrificed a lot because of their decision 
to serve. Both talked about the challenges military life 
can have on a family and how they have relied on each 
other for support during tough times. However, for 
each difficult time, they reminisced on many more 
positive memories they shared throughout the years. 
From their Alma Mater at Oklahoma State University 
to their time practicing law together, the Wrights 
share an unbreakable bond that is strengthened 
each day.

dirECTIONS
www.138FW.ANG.AF.MIL 19

VISUAL: Brig. Gen. Brent Wright serves as assistant adjutant general for the Oklahoma 
Air National Guard and is responsible for the combat readiness and operational effective-
ness of Oklahoma Air National Guard units.
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