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9th annual US-Japan Friendship Concert held in Iwakuni City
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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued by Marine Corps
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Air Station Iwakuni, for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City, de and a Karyo g 00 ae O
to help their understanding of MCAS Iwakuni's roles and

obligations under the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and

Security. This is authorized by the United States Marine
Corps, however, does not always reflect the official views
or opinions of the U.S. government or the U.S. Department
of Defense. Please e-mail, mail, or fax your opinions and

questions to us with contact information provided.

1



aladely/ \v\wWw.mcasiwakunijp.marines.mil/

GHEHF AT =TV Fr T N)UNLE
Story and photos by:
Cpl. Stephen Campbell

[ PU = B Jy (CSDB) =D 3390l |H

KZHARa Y —bH2H23H, &
YIFZT AETHfEE N,
The Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau
(CSDB) hosted the 9th annual U.S.-
Japan Friendship Concert at the
Sinfonia Iwakuni Concert Hall in
Iwakuni City, Feb. 23, 2019.
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The purpose of the concert was

to strengthen understanding and
collaboration with local residents within
the vicinity of Iwakuni City and Marine
Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni.
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“Residents in the vicinity, local
governments and U.S. personnel
worked together to make this concert
successful,” said Tetsuya Takeuchi,
media officer with the administration
department of CSDB. “This process

will deepen the mutual understanding
between the cultures and communities.”
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Seven schools with an accumulative

222 students from Iwakuni City and
surrounding cities coordinated and
performed musical pieces together. The
pieces were from popular movies and
songs throughout the concert, such as
“Let it Go” by Idina Menzel, “Happy” by
Pharrell Williams and “Pirates of the
Caribbean” by Klaus Badelt, to name a
few.
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The elementary schools that participated
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A student with Iwakuni Municipal Iwakuni Elementary School

= Iwakuni Middle School
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Iwakuni Municipal Iwakuni Elementary School
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Students with elementary, middle and high schools from lwakuni City, Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni and surrounding cities
perform “Remember Me” by Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez at the Sinfonia Iwakuni Concert Hall in Iwakuni City, Japan,
Feb. 23, 2019. Seven schools with an accumulative 222 students participated in the 9th annual U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert that was
hosted by the Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau.
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A Student with Matthew C. Perry High School
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Suo-Oshima Municipal Kuka Elementary School
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were Suo-Oshima Municipal Kuka,
Iwakuni Municipal Iwakuni, Otake
Municipal Ogata and Iwakuni
Elementary Schools. The middle schools
that participated were Waki Municipal
Waki Junior High School and Iwakuni
Middle School. The lone high school to
participate was Matthew C. Perry High
School.
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“This was the best music event that I
have ever experienced,” said Misuzu
Hosoi, the representative of Ogata
Elementary School. “We also had a great
time getting to know each other.”
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Distinguished guests that attended the
concert were Masahiro Akase, the director
general of CSDB, Toshiharu Moriyama,
the superintendent of education in
Iwakuni City and U.S. Marine Corps Col.
Richard F. Fuerst, commanding officer of
MCAS Iwakuni, Japan.
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The concert concluded with participants
from each school getting together on
stage to perform “Remember Me” by
Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert
Lopez.
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“It was an honor having each of you here
today on behalf of the MCAS Iwakuni
community,” said Fuerst. “I know a lot
of work has been put into the concert
through your practices and cultural
differences, such as the language barrier
which you had to overcome. Above all,

I hope your experiences here provide
motivation to make new friends from
different cultures. I hope you remember
this experience as one of the many
cornerstones of your life.”
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Andrew Jones
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Families with USA Girl Scouts Overseas
West Pacific from Marine Corps Air
Station (MCAS) Iwakuni and families
from local Japanese schools gathered at
Waki Elementary for the First Writing
of the Year, or Kakizome, in Waki Town,
Yamaguchi, Japan, Jan. 5, 2018.
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The purpose of the first writing is to
express hopes and ambitions for the
coming year.
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The cultural interaction was hosted by
the Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau
(CSDB), alongside Waki Town and
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Girl Scouts write in new year with Kakizome
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A Girl Scout with USA Girl Scouts Overseas West Pacific from Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, and a student from the Hiroshima Prefectural Otake High School, display their
calligraphy work in Waki Town, Yamaguchi, Japan, Jan. 5, 2019.

MCAS Iwakuni, so that the youth from
both communities could take part in the
calligraphy event.
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“Kakizome is really traditional Japanese
writing that we do at the first of the
year,” said Yoshi Akada, a Waki Town
resident. “When I was a kid I really
loved Kakizome.”
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Akada and other volunteers contributed
to the event by helping children refine
their calligraphy technique and learn the
proper way to write Kakizome.
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Children from Waki Town and the Girl
Scouts chose words to write such as
bonds, New Year, flower and peace.
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The event also featured games for

the children such as kendama, kite
flying and hagoita, a game similar to
badminton.
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“(Events like these) continue building
our alliance especially with the young
children, both Japanese and American,”
said U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F.
Fuerst, commanding officer of MCAS
Iwakuni. “It enhances the bond that we
already have and as they grow up the
bond will get even stronger. I am very
thankful to both Waki Town and the
CSDB for supporting this.”
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1A5BIRHADERTRESNHEENDARITBMULFREBLZOREL RTFEP. (FREEELFILEERIXTREE
EEHDETA.

Families with USA Girl Scouts Overseas West Pacific from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and families from local Japanese
schools participate in the First Writing of the Year, or Kakizome, in Waki Town, Yamaguchi, Japan, Jan. 5, 2019.
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Toshiro Ota, a Waki Town residents, instructs a Girl Scout from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
how to write calligraphy during the Kakizome, in Waki Town, Yamaguchi, Japan, Jan. 5,2019.
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A volunteer helps a child write calligraphy during the First Writing of the Year, or Kakizome,
in Waki Town, Yamaguchi, Japan, Jan. 5, 2019.
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Families with USA Girl Scouts Overseas West Pacific from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and
families from local Japanese schools pose for a photo during the First Writing of the Year, or
Kakizome, in Waki Town, Yamaguchi, Japan, Jan. 5, 2019.
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MCAS Iwakuni hosts Friendship Tour
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Stephen Campbell
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Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS)
Iwakuni hosted a friendship tour for
local Japanese residents at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 13, 2018.
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The purpose of the tour was to deepen
the public’s understanding of U.S.-Japan
alliance defense activities, witness daily
life on the air station and experience
American culture.
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Children from Iwakuni Elementary
School and leaders from the Iwakuni City
Board of Education attended the tour.
Children from Matthew C. Perry Middle
School also spoke in Japanese to the
visitors to practice their language skills.
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Local Japanese residents conduct a walkthrough of Matthew C. Perry Middle School during a friendship tour at Marine Corps

Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 14,2019.
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“This was our first attempt to make

this kind of tour happen,” said Kenichi
Nagaki, the section leader of School
Education Division for the Iwakuni City
Board of Education. “This is also a great
opportunity for the children to gain more
interest to learn English.”
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The tour consisted
of a window tour
of the air station
via bus, and a
walkthrough of
M.C. Perry Middle
School, a family
housing unit and
the commissary.
The tour concluded |
with a lunch at
Crossroads Mall.
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Local Japanese residents conduct a walkthrough of the C
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“My favorite part of the tour was touring
the commissary,” said Maika Osaki, a
student of Iwakuni Elementary School.
“There were a lot of products there that
I've never seen before.”
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Nagaki said that Iwakuni City is planning
to have more events like this to enhance
the understanding of American culture.

y during a friendship tour at

Lix—/ g_\?_b-“/ }‘ Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 14, 2019.
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Visitors from Suo-Oshima present air station students with mikans
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Stephen Campbell
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Matthew C. Perry and Iwakuni
Elementary Schools hostedsa'mikan

presentation at Marine/Corps Air Station ™

(MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 28, 2019.
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Japanese farmers visited the school
bearing mikans as gifts for the students.
Mikans are a unique fruit to the country
and the farmers wanted the children to
experience them while in Japan.
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“I know that generations and
generations of children that come to
Japan love mikan, and it is my pleasure
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Akihiko Kimura (center left), head of the Suo-Oshima Agricultural Cooperative Association, is presenting a box of mikan to Curtis Brown (center right), the student representative of Matthew C.
Perry and lwakuni Elementary Schools, during a mikan presentation at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Jan. 28, 2019.

to bring them mikans,” said Akihiko
Kimura, head of the Suo-Oshima
Agricultural Cooperative Association.
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lementlnes Its scientific name is Citrus
unshiu and is part of the Rutacaea
family under the Citrus genus.
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The visitors came as spokesmen for the
Suo-Oshima Agricultural Cooperative
Association, Iwakuni Hirojirushi

Seika Co. Ltd. and Iwakuni Produce
Commission Merchants Association.
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Distinguished guests who attended

the presentation were Yoshihiko
Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni City, U.S.
Marine Corps Col. Richard F. Fuerst,
commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni,
and Sgt. Maj. Joseph Gregory, sergeant

major of MCAS Iwakuni.
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After the presentation, Curtis Brown, a
student representative of the elementary

schools thanked the visitors in Japanese
and English.

BFEEERTRHDRIEETS, T/1— - A—ILA/32Y
—RI=IVELTI=IL AV BV == IVDRER. H—T1 X+
259 /&h,

Curtis Brown, the student representative of Matthew C.
Perry and Iwakuni Elementary Schools thanks the school
visitors in Japanese and English at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 28, 2019.



www.mcasiwakunijp.marines.mil/

BEFSLRAMXELHHTHEY YT —

AIMD Iwakuni spends day touring Suo-Oshima, Yanai
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Andrew Jones
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U.S. Navy sailors and families with
Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance
Detachment (AIMD) Iwakuni conducted
a unit trip to Yanai and Suo-Oshima
island, Yamaguchi, Japan, Jan. 20, 2019.
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The main activity during the trip was

to throw mochi, a type of Japanese rice
cake, during the Mochi Broadcasting
Carnival in Suo-Oshima. The unit also
visited historical buildings, a hot pot
restaurant, a soy sauce factory and a
cake factory.
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U.S. Navy Sailors and families with Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Detachment Iwakuni pose for a photo during a meal
at a hot pot restaurant in Suo-Oshima, Japan, Jan. 20, 2019.
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AIMD was invited to attend the mochi
throwing by the Suo-Oshima Tourism
Association and served as Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni ambassadors to the
event. This year marks the second time
that AIMD was in attendance.
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The mochi broadcasting involved the
sailors and families standing on top of a
platform and throwing mochi to a crowd.
Some of the mochi cakes were marked
differently for the chance to win a prize.
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U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Thomas Miyano,
the officer in charge of AIMD, said that
the purpose of the trip was to boost the
morale and cohesion of the unit and get
sailors off base and out of the barracks to
experience new places in Japan.
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“A lot of times people don’t get to go
outside base and if they can, they don’t
know what to do,” said Miyano. “Oshima
is a really nice place and we were invited
to come so we took the opportunity,
rented a bus and we took a tour.”
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The trip lasted all day and many of the
stops were off the beaten path, such

as the hot pot restaurant situated on
the side of a hill, out of site from the
main road. From tasting pastries at the
cake factory to soy sauce being made in
150-year-old barrels, the trip seemed

to be planned with care and brought
service members to places that may

be hard to find just by utilizing public
transportation.
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“This is fun for a lot of sailors that don’t
have vehicles and also the ones who just
got here,” said U.S. Navy Senior Chief
Aircraft Structural Mechanic Golda
Russell, the quality assurance officer
with AIMD. “It’s easier for them instead
of going out on their own. Command
events like this build camaraderie and
they don't have to do anything besides
sit in the bus and enjoy the sights.”

r
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U.S. Navy Sailors and families with Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Detachment Iwakuni tour the White-Walled
Townscape in Yanai, Japan, Jan. 20, 2019.

U.S. Navy Sailors and families with Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Detachment lwakuni tour the Kanro Joyu Soy Sauce
Museum in Yanai, Japan, Jan. 20, 2019.
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U.S. Navy Sailors and families with Aircraft Intermediate Mai
Broadcasting Carnival on Suo-Oshima Island, Japan, Jan. 20, 2019.

e Detachment Iwakuni throw mochi during the Mochi
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Back to the roots: station residents dig for local plant
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Angelo Sagum
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Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS)
Iwakuni residents visited a local market
to learn about the lotus root in Iwakuni
City, Feb. 5, 2019.
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The Cultural Adaptation Program (CAP)
hosted the trip for MCAS Iwakuni
Residents to experience how local lotus
root is harvested and prepared as a
meal. Lotus root is the root of a flower
and is similar to potatoes.

MhDE D SALH E NS EDH D7 BfiR
THZERERSBLW LR RWET, RIC
BRSO TERE SN2 LD T
WET, JEHETOIR. COHS MUK LT
ANDT v F - ANEIVEA [TAVH NDEE

11

&

> - & v P
XLZR7 OIS LEEDLYAVEIBRT, EEHIERE—HEISEETL V2R3 S MUBH{EA.
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents and Iwakuni City residents dig for lotus root during a lotus root trip hosted by the
Cultural Adaptation Program in Iwakuni City, Japan. Feb. 5, 2019.

WTRLYaAVREBEVUDPTREAD H
FECR BB pEmIZ e DL LIz, ZDL Y
av iR BT HA ez L
MRTEREBVET,

“It’s great to have a good understanding
of what other cultures are like and food
is a big part of that,” said Janna Bethel,
a station resident. “The lotus root is
something we don’t have in our diet, but
it seems to be a big staple here. Being
able to eat that helps you understand
the other culture.”

CAPIZ B E N3y cod s bz Pifg L, 45
T REMEIERCONA LI L =—I L
Lkl 7 —Z2HMEL T 5,

CAP provides station residents with
unique cultural experiences that help
them understand the local culture and
have a mutual bond with the Iwakuni
residents.
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Participants created four lotus root
dishes at a local cooking class. They also
waded through mud, dug with tools and
uncovered roots grown horizontally in a
lotus root field. They were rewarded at
the end of the trip with the roots of their
labor in a raffle-like drawing.

M HNZIEH D SN T, F il 21358 S HA
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“It’s a great opportunity to go out and
experience Japan unlike anything

else,” said U.S. Marine Corps Capt.
Glenn Staley, the station ordnance
officer of MCAS Iwakuni. “You can go
snowboarding or skiing out in Mizuho,
but that’s not really experiencing Japan
like you do in this way. Rice harvesting,
bamboo shoot harvesting and planting,
and root digging are all experiences you
don’t get to do anywhere else.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Michael Logan, a Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni
resident, poses for a photo during a cultural lotus root trip
hosted by the Cultural Adaptation Program in Iwakuni,
Japan, Feb. 5, 2019.

2A5HDXLR R TOT S LEROL A/ EVEERTRYELIEL AV EDTORICEANS. O—FF I/ Eh,
Lora Owen, a Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni resident, places a lotus root into a basket during a cultural lotus root trip
hosted by the Cultural Adaptation Programin |

i City, Japan, Feb. 5,2019.

T . -
2858, LRI OIS LERDL Y IV FVERIOHERZTL YOV HEEES, BMEAD TV — O—H &R (K) Xy 52D
—)=Fh (FR). O—=5- 7V EA(R).
Cassie Logan, left, Melissa Dunkerley, middle, and Lora Owen, right, all Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents, prepare a lotus
root dish during a cooking class in Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 5, 2019.

2858, XL RTATSLERDL OV FEIEERFIOFEIEHR
ETLYOVEERER. I RAT1Y—KE,

U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Glenn Staley pan fries his lotus root
dish during a cooking class in Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 5,2019.

2850, XX RTOISLEROL VIV EIERHOHERZT
SAEELfL YOV BEESY T BEMIEA,

Station residents took a trip to a local market and lotus root
field with the Cultural Adaptation Program in order to learn
about the lotus root grown in Iwakuni.

2858, XtRRTOISLEEDL ARV FEREIORERET
LYaAVEFARSARATHEMEA,

A Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni resident slices a lotus root
during a cooking class in Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 5, 2019.
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Karyo High School, Shunan City Children’s International Performance
Group visit MCAS Iwakuni for cultural exchange, performance
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Mason Roy
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Japanese students, teachers, parents
and performers from Karyo High

School and the Shunan City Children’s
International Performance Group visited
Matthew C. Perry High School to engage
in cultural exchanges on Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Feb. 11, 2019.
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Two Matthew C. Perry High School students and a Karyo High School student search for clues during a scavenger hunt at M.C.
Perry High School on Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 11, 2019.

Karyo High School students that are
learning English visited American
students that are learning Japanese.
Each student engaged in conversation by
asking questions and providing answers
with each other’s native language.

They participated in a scavenger hunt
and engaged in reading and writing in
English and Japanese in order to chase
down all the clues.

S HIETHOLEEL —HITRELD
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“I brought seven students with me here
and it’s going really well,” said Tetsuro
Umeji, a teacher at Karyo High School.
“Since the [American] students live

in Japan, this is one way for them to
interact and it makes me happy. My

students are excited, they volunteered to
be here and I hope they have fun for the
rest of the day.”

Rtk ke blide T a— X)) — g
AT =)V EREOBIMI HA L N2 %2 R
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DINTH—= VAT IV—THHARBRIE
ZER LT,

After the exchange, students observed
the 9th annual Japanese Cultural
Performance hosted by Matthew C.
Perry High School, and performed by the
Shunan City Children’s International
Performance Group.

2H1THBHAOBHOERGEZH, ZOH
FHMCRELTH A MR AR CH6604F:
ICHIpiLIzHEEN TV,

The event is held on the Japanese
national holiday, ‘Kenkoku Kinen no Hi,’
or National Foundation Day. The holiday
recognizes the 660 B.C. ascension of
Emperor Jimmu, the first emperor of
Japan.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Japan, Feb. 11,2019.
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The performance included Japanese
students singing the Star-Spangled
Banner and children’s songs. There were
also demonstrations of the Japanese
martial arts of karate and naginata,
Kimono dances and performances by a
musical choir and orchestra.

M7= IR IR %L, & T LTI
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“I think the children performed well,
regardless of age,” said Mamoru
Sasamura, director of Shunan
International Children’s Club. “Our
children want Americans to know more
and understand Japanese culture. The
visits started nine years ago and we are
excited for the 10 year anniversary.”

2A11A. V1= A= N(RI— VT RETZAREARZRREI ST DA —r A LIEEE.
City Children’s International Performance Group performs
with an orchestra at Matthew C. Perry High School on Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,

2B1M1B. R V21— ANY— N(RI— |V TTEE R ZBIETIABERZRREISTDAVIN—,
Two children from the Shunan International Children’s Club sing the Star-Spangled Banner
at Matthew C. Perry High School on Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 11, 2019.

2A11B. 32— AY—= I\ (RI)—IVTEEV O ERDFEL S Z AT IEREROEFENY — - N(RI—IVOETE
Japanese and American students and teachers demonstrate how to speak each other’s language at Matthew C. Perry High
School on Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 11, 2019.
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US service members volunteer with lantern festival

GEEHH TR a—-Va—V A hiE
Story and photos by:
Cpl. Andrew Jones
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U.S. service members with Marine
Aircraft Group 12 volunteered during a
lantern festival at the Go! Go! Track and
Field at the Atago Sports Complex in
Iwakuni City, February 3, 2019.

L
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LI DT, IEERTFREFEA N
DO—ERELTHffEE Nz,
The event was hosted by the Blue
Art Project, a non-profit organization
dedicated to raising awareness for
people with developmental disabilities.

RIVTATEUTHBMLEBRETB AT
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The service members helped to set up
cones, sky lanterns, move props and
materials for performers and clean up
the area after the event was concluded.

GBEBN SR T T 7T TR 2L
DOFRBFENRBEEDHTOHANE LRI
ML Tz,

In addition to the volunteers, many
families and other service members
from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
participated in the event alongside
Japanese locals.

Ry -,
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“We don't always speak the same
language, but I did get the impression
that they were happy to interact with

us and they were happy to see us,” said
U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Sheridan Lewis,
a bhasic intelligence Marine with Marine
Wing Support Squadron 171. “There's

a language barrier but friendship is an
international language.”

AR R OBIEAI R B
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Participants in the event wrote down
hopes and wishes on a piece of paper and
the service members, along with other
volunteers, helped to attach the wishes
to the lanterns. Once thessun went
down, the lights were turned off and the
lanterns, which were attached to strings,
were let up into the night sky above the
field. The lanterns were lit by blue LED
lights.

TI—T =TTz RDANV TS5
F—= 9T F - TIXAFBEEDEEAD
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Emi Kawaguchi, an event planner with
the Blue Art Project stated that having
the service members was beneficial to
the promptness of the event and that she
enjoyed having them.
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents participate in a
lantern festival in Iwakuni City, Japan, March 2, 2019.

3A2HICHEENIERDAS /2 ANV McBMUEE
IR,

Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni residents pose for a

photo during a lantern festival in Iwakuni City, Japan,
March 2, 2019.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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DITVEV IVIA=SEE (BEE), i Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni residents pose for a photo during a lantern
U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Sheridan Lewis, a basi*telligence Marine with Marine ‘ festival in Iwakuni City, Japan, March 2, 2019.

Wing Support Squadron 171, helps a Ioca‘apanese child atta paper to a sky
lantern in Iwakuni City, Japan, March 2, 2019.
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RoEmMERLSL, Service members fromiMarine Corps Air Station Iwakuni participate in a lantern
U.S.service members, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents and local .; festival inlwakuni City, Japan, March 2, 2019. i
Japanese rei;dents gather around an artist during a lantern festival in Iwakuni ‘ﬂ ¥ 1
City, Japan, March 2, 20193 - 3 P @ " '
i d h '-l L] L "
¥ 1 ’
g B L " ’
3 )
4 " ]

i LY L ‘i!_. '8

‘ [TT111]
T 1aEs
LR S TT 1]
b
o
-

16



www.mcasiwakunijp.marines.mil/

BERS1/\ 1/ M

Saving lives, one pint a time

GHEHF AT =TV Fr T N)UNLE
Story and photos by:
Cpl. Stephen Campbell
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When people think of donating blood,
they often think of a sharp needle
pricking their skin and potentially
passing out from blood loss. What many
don’t think of in that moment is that
they could be indirectly saving multiple
people’s lives just by donating.

TAYAFRA KDL, NP HI4753
VU ML) ORI T3 N Dmh b s L
9. SH12H KRHBRE EHAR NPEERIE 6
2R 1 T DIIH DB E Tz,
According to the American Red Cross,
donating one pint of blood could save as
many as three lives, and that’s exactly
what some U.S. service members and
Japanese residents came together to do
at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
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"= U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Jesus Acosta, a motor transport operator with Combat Logistics Company 36
prepares to donate his blood at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 12, 2019.

S

March 12, 2019.
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Except they didn’t donate at any
ordinary blood drive.

XA NIS DY P R S RARE e p e AN
1L, T3 2 FORBRIMLTHZRS 1 &0 D
SUNVEABOESIITbh e =—>
Y NI(RRTR

The Americans and Japanese came to a
unique blood drive where the American
Red Cross and Japanese Red Cross
partnered together for one simple goal:
to save lives one pint at a time.

W IIC75445Y30,0002 )Yy ML Ok
ZLUTNIZ T5HDHBISHDT AU AN
WL T, 2D B2TH DB A DRIILA.
Seventy Five people donated
approximately 30,000 milliliters of blood
to the cause, 35 of which were U.S.
citizens. Of the 35 U.S. donors, 27 were
service members.
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“The Japanese and American Red Cross
partnered together for this event because
it is just a really great opportunity for us
to come together, show support for the
community and the military base, and
just try to get everybody involved,” said
Rebecca Gosselin, the regional program
manager at the American Red Cross.
“We both work really well together and
we both have different strengths. By
coming together and providing that kind
of partnership and support for each
other, we are making sure we reach more
people to receive enough blood and give
back to those who may need it.”
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This biannual event used to focus on
local Japanese residents, but in 2017 the
two societies decided to partner together
in hopes of gathering more donors and
therefore, saving more lives. This was the
sixth time they have partnered together.
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“We are very honored for the American
Red Cross to come out and support the
Japanese Red Cross blood drive,” said
Gosselin. “Some of the services that we
offered were translators, volunteers and
snacks.”

ZHFENT MR L S N O BB B NI%
LN M 7Z B EE T HZHANBEDTZDIC
TN S,

The blood taken from donors will go to
Hiroshima based medical authorities
for further distribution to Japanese
patients.
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“I have been giving blood since I was 16
years old and this is the second time I
have donated blood in Japan,” said U.S.
Marine Corps Cpl. Jesus Acosta, a motor
transport operator with Combat Logistics
Company 36. “It’s just a good feeling
because I know I am indirectly saving
someone’s life just by giving blood.”

7 AU I ak HARR 35 1% Mk
DT ZF LTV S,

The American and Japanese Red Cross
societies both plan to coordinate events
in the future.
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Note: Based on the practices of the
American Red Cross, one pint of blood
per donation is collected. During this
blood drive, however, the donors donated
their blood based on the practices of the
Japanese Red Cross society.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

BMEIEANES/ OEY RENELNRRREDT-HORAETSAFF+FHOBEN.
A nurse with the Japanese Red Cross society takes blood from a donor to test their blood type and hemoglobin levels at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 12, 2019.
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A blood donation van sits outside of the Marine Memorial Chapel at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, March 12,2019.
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MALS-1250 58
MALS-12 field exercise
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Photos by: Lance Cpl. Tyler Harmon & Cpl. Andrew Jones
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Marines with Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 12 participated

in a week-long field exercise to maintain and hone basic skills and

NNID NA\VI@'}ATI'ONLTRHINIT\]G

knowledge of land navigation, and conduct physical fitness training
at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, from Jan. 7 to 10, 2019.
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INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE

TV ANVALE:
Corporal Alexis Perez
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Origin: Monterey, CA

Job: H&HS, Aviation Ordnanceman

Q. BEEICABLEREHATIEEL

A HRERLIEDDTETEPL BN E%’i’[’]k*ﬁtb‘otb‘bfﬂl
Q. Why did you join to the U.S. Marine Corps?

A. One of the reasons | joined the Marine Corps was to travel the
world and to better myself.

Q. BHFITOVTHATLILLEL,

A IBFYDEEH OEEDREEE, Lo BN DRRA GERBRI W
BERTEERHELTOVE T AR FEBIISFIRIC R EIZ
ZIRMLTOVET,

Q. Please describe your job in more detail.

A. My job consist of various tasks which include the proper
shipment of explosives, the storage of ammunition and to
provide support to the different units on base. One example
would be providing ammunition to the firing range to complete
training events.

Q. HETHLOEBLZDREALRTT D, £l KLLEBELSD
REALETTH.
A TOHET—BHLL DI BHEOSBEE LTV BLER BT

BIcHICEMADIRAGEBEII 1 =7 —avZRG G

SEWCETT, EMRD T N TOEBRETAEL., ZDEBEORES
THLDZWNDRITINDSHOZIBELGITNRE TV EE A ZELL
ERLCBDIEARATTIBRIE T DRBEIC DV TENBILETY,
Q. What are the difficult parts and your favorite parts of your
job?

A. The most difficult part of my job is communicating with the
different units on base and being able to provide the support
that they need. Communication is hard as we have to coordinate
with all the units on base and see when they are available to
pick up their assets. The best part of my job is learning about the
different explosives and their function.

Q. BEBEBICEOTOEITNE AZLTWERWETH?

A BEEE TR OO WRHEEDF T EZMBcHICFERNTD
TV EBVE T, BEBABHICERBIETERBFLLTHNT
WTELWERLTW D T.ZORHFEZATWERWVWET,
Q. If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?

A. Instead of being a Marine, | would be in school finishing my
dental hygiene degree. Before the Marine Corps, | worked in a

dental office as a dental assistant and | actually enjoy the field a lot.
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Q. BFRT—EE L -TLIHATI D,

A —BEWLDIZARTRIERNTIFHZRS L T BEOR
ICR=ZHATREDIETY,

Q. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A. The biggest thing that surprised me was people taking their shoes off
and eating while sitting down with your legs crossed over each other.

Q. 7AVUABERNTHFRAMRITE ICEENSDHDIZFRITEZTIH?

A AVTHIVZTMDTF 27V —ATT E—FRWIIERET
BTEBYT 2 IIV—X-E—=F - R—Ro4—0EWNSETADEHBY
FTMCEEY L —-RA-TIITVT7LHHY, IEFFDSET
THNIRAT—EBRD O IKEED—D T, e Ly FUv X7
FLAREWDIEAD S, CZITFMFR TRARADARD—D2EENS
RKOBI TA—F2T - bLAIVEBIET,

Q. Where in the U.S. would you recommend Japanese tourists visit?
A. I would recommend to visit Santa Cruz, CA. The Santa Cruz
Beach Boardwalk is a nice place to visit with the family and enjoy
a good time next to the beach. Another place would be to go to
the Monterey Bay Aquarium which has one of the best aquariums
that | have been to. One of the best things you can do in Santa
Cruz is go to the Redwood Forest which contains one of the
biggest trees in the world and has amazing running/walking trails.

Q. BARTIND SEHERLTHT=WLZEIEZHBIETH,

A BRDSE DRI E AR LIEWEBS>TUVE T, BTEREMEERL
THEWTED—DT HAZM TDEVNE R THEWTT . HElE
EEEILICEHRELTHZWNTT,

Q. What do you hope to experience in Japan?

A. I hope to experience the culture and the traditions that are
associated with Japan. | want to experience the cherry blossom
season and how the different parts of Japan celebrate it. In
addition, one of the things | want to do is climb Mt. Fuji.

Q. AhMFIFMAELZELBNIEHFELNLET,

A BRIFFELD T AV AN TS CENTHB T D RAICLE
FERBESICENDIEWNEB>TWE T, FAEBEADSUYL. H. B
HARFETT,

Q. What else would you like to say?

A. Japan is the first place that | have visited outside the United
States and would highly recommended people to visit. The culture,
cities and food are some of the best things that | love about Japan.

Q. BEBKICABLILERZEHATILEW

A7 A ARIESHE T OO E 2001 F98 11 B NRAFEEfEo T
HFERICIT<ERZLTWC . TLEZDIFE LI ZTTET
H/ALNTENRETCWBTEEHMVE LT, ZDHE. Z<DAKERK
EDBEH I TEDITRETN TLAEMY ABRLIEWERBWE LT
Q. Why did you join to the U.S. Marine Corps?

A.On September 11,2001 the day of the attack on our homeland,
| was in the fourth grade getting ready for school, | switched on
the TV and noticed something terrible was taking place. In the
coming weeks, | learned many service members were deploying
to fight the enemy; | knew then, | wanted in.

Q. BAFITOWTHATILE WL
A-MCCSODBEELT.T—T7AZ2—TIRXAT LAY —EX-F—
L (WES-Teams) DEFEZZFTL CWNE T, TOWESF— LI FIR
PEBALGETCEROEELFACY —EXZRITONGUVBREDS:
Sl FEIE EME IR I THLGEDY —EXZKEITREL TV
FIWESTF—AILKEBENTLEIAIIEINTEHITE TDELD
Y —ERAZRELTVET, Z5T5ETHER TR ZRD.E
ZICWTEBEEICVWALOILHFEERZRCAHIENTE TNTND
AEFBICER LTI IENTEET,
BEOLSGRAMICENTELEERADERKIIEDYEEA. TNIE
BKEEZORBENMVEELTVAR T —EREZRETEIETT . 5E
TIEMCCSBREIE T VR F VY CREREMAICHSHVavEV T
VE—) DRI X — I v —ELTEE ERNTRBRE T —EXICE
HTVE T REOEFIHFHZED L EMEIRDETAICESTT
JRAFIVIDNENENG —ERE R TEDLIICBHTVET,
Q. Please describe your job in more detail.

A. As a Marine Corps Community Services Marine, I've executed
several warfighter express service teams where my team and

|, provide exchange, postal and disbursing services to service
members in forward deployed environments where they do

not have regular access to these services. We go wherever the
warfighter goes. In doing so, we're able to keep the warfighter
focused and engaged on their mission while boosting their
morale and bringing them a taste of home wherever they may
be. In garrison environments the mission of an MCCS Marine
doesn’t completely change; our priority is to take care of the
service members and their families. Here we are typically
assigned to the military exchanges and operate as facility

WA A ANE—F
Sergeant Luis Becerra
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Origin: Oceanside, CA
Job: MCCS, Finance/Cash Office NCO
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INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE

managers. We are able to focus on direct customer service,
while providing managerial expertise to ensure your exchange is
running efficiently.
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Q. What are the difficult parts and your favorite parts of your job?
A.This job isn't particularly difficult, it just requires common sense
and understanding that you are the one to “Get Stuff Done.” My
favorite part of this job is knowing that today | played a part in
keeping my fellow service members mission ready. MCCS Iwakuni
touches every service member on this base daily whether it is
business (retail, fuel, services, vending, food and beverage, travel
and recreation) or through Marine and Family Services (Semper
Fit, SMP, counseling, and child and youth programs). At home or
on the battlefield, we go everywhere you go.
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Q. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A. Expressways are not freeways, paying to get on a highway
was a little strange, but makes perfect sense. The expressways in
Japan are clean and perfectly maintained!
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Q. What do you hope to experience in Japan?

A.I've already done several road trips between Tokyo and
Fukuoka, hope to go further in the coming months.
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Photo by Cpl. Andrew Jones
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MCAS Iwakuni service members visit nursing homes
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Stephen Campbell
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U.S. and Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force service members from Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni and Sasebo
Naval Base visited the Kinjuen and
Hidamarino-ie nursing homes to
participate in mamemaki in Iwakuni
City, Feb. 2, 2019.
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The service members visited the
nursing-homes to experience traditional
Japanese culture and to help strengthen
bonds with their host nation.
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Mamemaki is an annual tradition of
bean throwing to celebrate the coming
of spring in Japan. The guests said the
phrase, “oni wa soto, fuku wa uchi”
which translates to “evil out, happiness
in,” while throwing the beans.
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“By throwing the beans, it is supposed
to ward off the bad spirits,” said U.S.
Marine Corps Cpl. Jerica Peterson,

a fixed-wing aircraft crew chief with
Marine Aerial-Refueler Transport
Squadron 152. “I personally love doing
things like this because:there is always
more | can learn from Japanese culture

with each event I go to.”
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The event began with nursing home
residents and service members watching
a dance performance. The service
members went on to dress as oni demons
while the residents threw beans at them,
and concluded with snacks, tea and
photo taking.
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Peterson said that more people should
come and do events like this because not
only are they fun, but they are a great
way to experience the local culture.
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U.S. and Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force service
visited the nursing home to experience traditional Japanese culture and strengthen bonds with their host nation.
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residents pose for a photo at Kinjuen Nursing Home in Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 2, 2019. The service members



