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Menqof. steel

Spc. Raymond Taylor, tank gunner from Golden Valley, Arizona, assigned to 3rd Platoon, Alpha Company from 2nd Battalion, 34th Armored Regiment, 1st

Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, keeps guard and watches the main road for enemy movement during Allied Spirit X at Hohenfels
Training Area, Germany, April 8. Allied Spirit is a U.S. Army Europe-directed multinational exercise series designed to develop and enhance NATO and key
partner interoperability and readiness across specified warfighting functions.

‘Dreadnaught’ Soldiers enhance training during Allied Spirit X

Story and photos by
Spc. Yon Henderson
358TH PAD

HOHENFELS  TRAINING
AREA, Germany — Soldiers
with 2nd Battalion, 34th Ar-
mored Regiment, 1st Armored
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infan-
try Division, spent several days
training in the field during Allied
Spirit X, a multinational exercise
series designed to develop and
enhance NATO and key partner
interoperability and readiness
across specified warfighting func-
tions March 30 through April 17.
On April 6¢ the troops left
their barracks and headed to
the training area, called the
box, where they conducted op-
erations until April 14.

“We hit a few rough spots
our first night out,” said Spc.
Raymon Taylor from Golden
Valley, Arizona, tank gunner
assigned to 3rd Platoon, Com-
pany A, with 2nd Bn., 34th
Armored Regt., 1st ABCT,
Ist Inf. Div. “But, we pushed
through and continued with
the mission.”

“Is fun being back out
in the field,” said Staff Sgt.
Thomas Moon, fires noncom-
missioned officer assigned to
Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Company with 2nd Bn.,
34th Armored Regt. “We get

to train these guys and let

them see stuff’ they don't get to

see back at home.”

See ENHANCE, page 7

Soldiers from Alpha Company, 2nd Battalion, 34th Armored Regiment, lst
Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, watch as allies drive by

during Allied Spirit X at Hohenfels Training Area, Germany, April 08. Allied Spirit
is a U.S. Army Europe-directed, multinational exercise series designed to of a
develop and enhance NATO and key partner interoperability and readiness

across specified warfighting functions.

Fort Riley
to undergo
inspection

By N. Lee Bliss

DEPUTY DIRECTOR, MIDWEST
REGIONAL NETWORK
ENTERPRISE CENTERS

Cyberspace is identi-
fied by the Department of
Defense as the fifth warf-
ighting domain alongside
sea, air, space and land.
The unique aspect of cy-
berspace  operations s
that it enables, supports,
influences and affects op-
erations in the other four
warfighting domains. Cy-
bersecurity and the secu-
rity of cyberspace are criti-
cal now more than ever
to ensure the DOD can
operate securely and freely
across all five warfighting
domains.

The Command Cy-
ber Readiness Inspection
is conducted by the De-
fense Information Systems
Agency and mandated by
the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Instruction,
CJCSI 6211.02D. Fort Ri-
ley last received a CCRI in
the summer of 2016 and
will do so again from May
6 through 17. The inspec-
tion ensures DOD organi-
zations are in compliance
with the latest security
standards, which could af-
fect cyberspace operations.

During the inspection,
a DISA readiness and-
security-inspection  team
will coordinate with the
installation’s Cybersecurity
personnel  and  visit
facilities with the Secret
Internet Protocol Router
Network  and  Non-
classified Internet Protocol
Router Network presence.

The team will validate
current accreditations,
evaluate  enclave  and

network security as well
as all areas of traditional

security, which consists
combination  of

See CCRI, page 7

Tax Center completes
2018 filing season

Amanda Ravenstein
1ST INF. DIV. POST

The Fort Riley Tax Cen-
ter has wrapped up the 2018
tax season with 5,809 federal
and 2,886 state returns filed
resulting in more than $8
million dollars in refunds. By
filing at the tax center, Fort
Riley Soldiers and their fami-
lies saved more than $1.3
million in preparation fees,
said Capt. Joshua Goetting,
chief of Legal Assistance,
Staff Judge Advocate.

“I think what’s impor-
tant to know is consider-
ing the amount of deployed
Soldiers, we had anticipated
a huge decline in services
that we were going to pro-
vide,” said attorney, Eliza-
beth Thurston, Fort Riley
Tax Center officer in charge.
“But I think we were only
about 800 short from last
year.”

During a ceremony on
April 16 to celebrate the

Did you know ... ?

After applying for an
extension,

Soldiers deployed to a
combat zone have six
months from the day they
return, plus the number
of days they missed for
tax filing. For example, if
the Soldier deploys March
1, they have the days of
March 1 through April 15,
plus six months, from the
day they come back.
Soldiers deployed to a
non-combat zone have
until Oct. 15 to file a tax
return.

end of the tax season, 10
Soldiers and three civilians
were recognized and
awarded for their work at
the tax center, but they
received more than just
commendations.

“First and foremost, they
received IRS training and

See TAXES, page 6

Partnership

Story and photo by
Maj. Bryce Gatrell
eND ABCT PAD

Soldiers from the 2nd
Armored Brigade Combat
Team, Ist Infantry Division,
participated in alcohol-relat-
ed offenses training at Bar-
low Theater, April 15.

This training is an ad-
dition to Fort Riley’s active
community partnership. The
Fort Riley Alcohol and Sub-
stance Abuse Program direc-
tors wanted to partner with
area officials to educate Sol-
diers on local laws. Kendra
Lewison, Riley County assis-
tant county attorney taught
the class.

Considering most alco-
hol-related incidents involv-
ing Soldiers happen off-post,
commanders found it im-
portant to involve someone
from off the installation to
teach a class of this nature.

“I'm thrilled to be able to
come and explain what the
local state laws are,” Lewison
said. “The best way to avoid

dispels barracks lawyer myths

Kendra Lewison, Riley County Assistant County Attorney, speaks to 2nd Armored
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, Soldiers on alcohol-related offenses
from an attorney’s point of view on April 15 at the Barlow Theater.

violating laws is to start by
understanding what they
are.”

Fort Riley has partnered
with local police depart-
ments in the past to educate
Soldiers on impaired and

distracted driving but want-

ed to tell the other half of
the legal story.

Brandon French, a Fort Ri-
ley alcohol and drug preven-
tion trainer, teaches classes to
Soldiers who are convicted of
alcohol-related crimes. French
observed during his classes

that Soldiers asked a lot of
what if’s and noticed many
were acting as barracks” law-
yers. French wanted to dispel
any myths or bad advice being
passed around.

See Lawyer, page 7

FORT RILEY VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT ALSO IN THIS ISSUE ALSO IN THIS ISSUE
Private 1st Class Greg Brewer, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Combat Aviation Brigade, ROCK
Lst Infantry Division, volunteers with the Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation and Child CLIMBING
and Youth Services. OPTIONS
As a volunteer youth sports official he takes the initiative to lead and supervise youth sports games, said ON FORT
Brittany Glascock, Youth Sports and Fitness assistant director. RILEY
“Without his assistance, the summer and fall sports seasons would have been very difficult,” she said. “His
volunteer effort allowed for more than 100 Fort Riley children to be able to play both baseball and soccer.” #FITFIRST i a
For more information about volunteering on Fort Riley contact Jane Brookshire volunteer coordina- SPC. SHELL CHECKS OUT THE TREES
tor with the Army Community Service at AND TRAILS AT AREA ARBORETUMS.
785-239-9974.
SEE PAGE 9 SEE PAGE 16
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Breaking barriers with sabot rounds, first ‘Devil’
Brigade female leader qualifies on Abrams

:_'; i *.. T
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Sgt. Thomas Mort | 358th PAD

Second Lt. Tatiana Miranda, right, third platoon leader with Company A, 2nd Battalion, 34th Armored Regiment,
1st Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, prepares for tank gunnery at Grafenwoehr Training
Area, Germany, March 19. Miranda is the first female officer in the 1st ABCT to qualify with an Abrams tank.

By Spc. Yon Henderson
358TH PAD

GRAFENWOEHR TRAINING AREA,
Germany — Second Lt. Tatiana Miranda,
platoon leader from 2nd Battalion 34th
Armor Regiment, 1st Armored Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division,
became the first female officer in the 1st
ABCT to qualify with an Abrams tank
March 19.

Miranda and her crew qualified with
the M1A2 main battle tank during gun-
nery table VL.

“Second Lt. Miranda is a very deter-
mined, capable and intelligent officer,”
said Capt. Adam ]. Young, Company A
commander with the 2nd Bn., 34th Ar-
mor Regt., 1st ABCT, 1st Inf. Div. “It was
exciting to see this part of history made,
Miranda remained poised and executed
flawlessly.”

Unitil recently, women were prohibited
from jobs in combat arms roles.

Implementation of the plan to re-
move gender restrictions on all areas
of the military has been ongoing since
January 24, 2013, which is when the
ban was lifted.

“She is a leader that everyone should as-
pire to be like,” said Spec. Elise Fall, signal
support systems specialist with 2nd Bn.,
34th Armor Regt. “I am very proud to
work with her.”

Miranda’s father was in the Army, she
grew up in a military home, but didn’t al-
ways know that she would join. It was in
her junior year of college when she looked
into scholarships the military offered and
decided to sign up.

“It was never planned, it just happened
that way,” she said.

Miranda, who is originally from Jackson-
ville, Florida, graduated from the University
of South Florida with a degree in psychology
and earned her commission as a second lieu-
tenant When she arrived at her first duty sta-
tion, Fort Riley, she deployed with 1ABCT
to Europe in support of Adantic Resolve.

“Since being in 2-34, she has been an
asset to the team,” Fall said.

Miranda is an intelligence officer, but
when her company needed a tank platoon
leader, she stepped up to the task.

“I am always open to new ideas and ex-
periences,” Miranda said. “Like being the
new tank platoon leader. I never thought
I'd have this opportunity. As soon as it

arose, I wasn't afraid to take the chance and
try something new.”

Miranda said she owes her accomplish-
ment to her fellow Soldiers who helped her
study and complete the qualifications.

“Several great non-commissioned of-
ficers in Alpha Company led her through
the prerequisites to tank crew gunnery,
conducting Gunnery Skills Testing and
the Advanced Gunnery Training System
tables,” Young said.

Once she qualified on the tanks with
her crew, she felt ready to take on her new
role as tank platoon leader for third pla-
toon, Company A, 2nd Bn., 34th Armor
Regt., 1st ABCT, Ist Inf. Div.

“I knew she would do well,” said 2nd
Lt. KiAnna Duncan, assistant fire support
officer with 2nd Bn., 34th Armor Regt.
“She takes on her roles with no doubt that
in the end it'll all work out because of her
strength and strong mind.”

Miranda is one of more than 3,000
“Devil” Brigade Soldiers stationed across
Europe in support of Atlantic Resolve.
Their presence, training and participa-
tion in multinational exercises strengthens
Europe and gives NATO the ability to re-

spond to any crisis.

US, Israel snipers send rounds downrange

Story and photo by Spc. Yon
Henderson
358TH PAD

GRAFENWOEHR TRAIN-
ING AREA, Germany —
Snipers assigned to 2nd Battal-
ion, 34th Armored Regiment,
Ist Armored Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Infantry Division,
conducted sniper training with
members of the Israel Defense
Forces 35th Paratroopers Bri-
gade April 5.

The training was part of Al-
lied Spirit X, which includes
about 5,600 participants from
15 nations, March 30 through
April 17 at the Hohenfels
Training Area in southeastern
Germany.

“We came out here to
Grafenwoehr, to work with the
Israeli snipers,” said Sgt. Phillip
West, sniper assigned to 2nd
Bn., 34th Armored Regt., Ist
ABCT, 1st ID. “To compare our
equipment and techniques and
to do some drills with them.”

Allied Spirit is a U.S.
Army Europe-directed mul-
tinational  exercise  series
designed to develop and en-
hance NATO and key partner
interoperability and readiness
across specified warfighting
functions.

“Training is going very well
with the Israeli snipers,” said

Sgt. Nukoma L. Haack, sniper
assigned to the 2nd Bn., 34th
Armored Regt., 1st ABCT, Ist
ID. “There are some parts of
their training that we don't do.
So, it’s nice to get out here and
see how they shoot and what
techniques they use.”

Achieving interoperability
through exercises such as Allied
Spirit X by engaging with the
militaries of other nations gives
U.S. Soldiers the opportunity
to learn skills that increase the
lethality of their units.

“Their basis of training is
more quickness and memory,
while ours is more long dis-
tance and calculated,” Haack
said.

At the range, the snipers
shot targets from 300, 400,
500, 600 and 800 meters in
the prone and standing posi-
tions. The U.S. snipers sent
rounds downrange using the
M110-Semi-Automatic Sniper
System and the Israeli snipers
used the SR25-CARBINE.

The M110-SASS and
SR25-CARBINE fire the
7.62x51mm NATO round
and resemble the M16 rifle in
design.

“We're similar in a lot of
ways,” West said. “But, the
Israeli snipers also do things
a licele bit differently. So,
its really good training to

Sgt. Nukoma L. Haack from Las Vegas, Nevada, right,
and Spc. John P. Visco from Allentown, Pennsylvania,
center, both snipers assigned to 2nd Battalion, 34th
Armored Regiment, 1st Armored Brigade Combat
Team, lst Infantry Division, discuss tactics and
techniques with a sniper from the Israel Defense

Forces during a sniper

training exercise at

Grafenwoehr, Germany, April 5. The snipers are part
of Allied Spirit X March 30 through April 17 at the 7th
Army Training Command’s Hohenfels Training Area in
southeastern Germany. Allied Spirit is a U.S. Army

Europe-directed multinational

exercise series

designed to develop and enhance NATO and key

partner

interoperability and

readiness across

specified warfighting functions.

get out here and work with
them. They are really good at
what they do, they are very
proficient.”

Allied Spirit X allows allies
to connect personally, profes-
sionally, technically and tac-
tically — to create stronger,
more capable forces during
times of crisis.

Fort Riley Combined Graduation

student speaker nominations

Are you a 2019 graduate with a 3.0 or higher GPA,
have an unusual story or significant achievement
while getting your degree?
‘Then consider being a speaker at the

Combined Graduation Ceremony May 23, 2019.

“We've been bouncing
our ideas off of each other,”
Haack said. “We've been

incorporating each other’s

skills and techniques into our
own training to make us all
better.”

Q" "

MANHATTAN

remembered, honored

Story and photo by Gail Parsons
1STINF.DIV. POST

A brief video at the Fort Ri-
ley Holocaust Remembrance
Day event April 17 showed
the audience why this piece of
world history should never be
forgotten.

The quick and condensed
video showed photographs of
the carnage while its narrator
spoke of the rise of the Nazi
party and how everyday people
turned on their Jewish neigh-
bors. It helped drive home the
event’s opening message by Sgt.
Lst Class Orlando Marin, phar-
macy services non-commis-
sioned officer in charge at Irwin
Army Community Hospital.

“We must teach the lessons
of the Holocaust, and most of
all, we ourselves must remem-
ber,” he said. “We must remem-
ber the terrible price paid for
bigotry and hatred, and also the
terrible price paid for indiffer-
ence ... to truly commemorate
the victims of the Holocaust, we
must harness the outrage of our
memories to banish all human
oppression from the world.”

Just prior to the video, six
candles were lit in remembrance
of the millions of victims and
survivors of the Holocaust.

Chaplain  (Col.) Shmuel
Felzenberg lit the first two
candles as Marin spoke of their
significance:

“We light our candles by
passing the light of memory and
hope from one to another,” he
said. “Let us honor those whose
lights were put out, whose
dreams, hopes and lives were
snuffed out before they even
lived, for the one and one half
million children.

“We light a candle for the
untold millions for whom there
is no one to mourn, whose
entire families were annihi-
lated and who lie in unmarked
graves.

“We light a candle for those
who stood upright while others
were bending to unmoral will,”
Marin read as Maj. Tad Cole-
man lit the third and fourth
candles. “For the righteous
among the nations who risked
and even gave their lives to help
their fellow human beings.

“We light a candle for those
brave Soldiers who liberated the
camps; who carried the dead
and near dead in their arms to a
kinder and more humane future
and for those who served with
the allied forces to putan end to
tyranny and oppression.

“We light a candle for the
nearly 6 million Jews and for
the 6 million non-Jews who
perished in a planned system
of human destruction, the scale
of which had never before been
even imagined,” he continued
as Sam Devinki, the events
guest speaker, lit the last two
candles.

“We light a candle for those
who live even now under the
yoke of oppression, in places
where the threat of genocide is
real and ever present.

When Devinki took his
place at the podium, he told
the story of his family — of
their deaths and their survival
through the Holocaust.

Devinki was born in a
Displaced Persons camp in
Ragensburg, Germany, in
1946. But his family’s story
started years earlier — in Sep-
tember 1939.

“In September of 1939 1
had a great-grandfather, I had
three grandparents and nine
aunts and uncles, about two
dozen cousins,” he said. “When
the war ended in 1945, my
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Sam Devinki lights the
final two candles during

the Holocaust
Remembrance
Ceremony April 17 at
Barlow Theater. Devinki
shared the story of his
family’s plight living in
Poland during World War
IT as practitioners of
the Jewish faith.

great-grandfather was mur-
dered; I only had one grandpar-
ent left, the other two were mur-
dered. I only had one aunt, one
uncle and two cousins. Every-
one else had been murdered.”

His great-grandfather was
a Hasidic Jew who adhered to
the strict codes of dress required
of the Jewish men. The striped
uniform he was given to wear
did not fit the standard. When
he refused to put it on, he was
killed.

With the help of a neighbor,
his uncle built a false room in
his basement. But there was a
rule — if someone turned in Jew-
ish people they could get their
property.

The neighbor betrayed the
family and directed to Germans
to the secret room. Two Nazis
took Devinkis uncle and aunt
and their four children; another
aunt and her three or four chil-
dren, and his grandmother out
into a field and killed them.

“My father was never the
same after that,” he said. “He
wasn' there, but he was in town
when  this happened. In his
mind he thought ‘there was only
two of them, maybe he could
have rushed them.”

On the paternal side of the
family, Devinki’s mother grew
up in Poland. Her father was
sent to Treblinka and the rest of
the family was moved into the
ghetto.

When word spread that
the Germans were about to
liquidate the ghetto, Devinki’s
grandfather’s business partner
Jozef Gondrowicz, who was a
member of the Polish nationalist
resistance movement, arranged
to hide the family in a 10-foot
by 15-foot hole underneath a
barn.

They lived there with no
electricity or bathroom facilities
for 26 months. While some of
the family survived those 26
months, others were caught
and killed, including young
children.

When the war ended, his
family had lost everything. They
were in the DP camp until they
could move to America. He was
a toddler when his family settled
into the Kansas City area in
1950. His parents did all they
could to build their lives, but the
memories of the Holocaust had
changed them. Devinki grew up
in that shadow.

He recalled his father as
a man who was generous
and loving but also could
be violent and demanding.
Devinki has devoted much

See SURVIVAL, page 7
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'Big Red One’s’ Best
Mortarmen send it

2

Peden from
2nd

Bumgarner

Staff Sgt.
Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
Battalion, 70th Armor Regiment, 2nd Armored Brigade
Combat Team, lst Infantry Division, conduct a
gunner’s exam on the 81-mm mortar system at The
Best Mortar Competition at Fort Benning, Georgia,

and Cpl.

April 11.

Story and photo by 1st Lt.
Joseph Kim
2nd ABCT

FORT BENNING, Ga. —
Soldiers from the 2nd Battal-
ion, 70th Armor Regiment,
2nd Armored Brigade Combat
Team, Ist Infantry Division,
participated in the 2019 Best
Mortar  Competition  from
April 9 to 12.

Staff Sgt. Joshua Bumgar-
ner, Sgt. Braden Luka, Cpl.
Steven Peden and Spc. Hector
Gomez represented the 1st Inf.
Div. at this year’s competition.
Fort Benning accepted the top
20 mortar squads, out of the
60 applying teams.

“It was the toughest and
most rewarding experience in
my career,” Bumgarner said.
“I'm proud of the team, and it
was an honor to compete with
them against the greatest Sol-
diers in this profession.”

Created in 2017, the
Best Mortar Competition
challenges the Army’s
mortarmen through a series
of physical and mental mortar
specific tests to identify the
best Soldier. The competition
tests the Soldiers’ expertise,
stamina and determination
as they navigate a three-day
challenge with minimal sleep,
food and support. These tasks
and conditions are no surprise
to “Thunder Battalion” team
members.

The team returned from
a one-month rotation to the
National Training Center in
Fort Irwin, California, a week
before this year’s competition.

“It won't be easy to go from
a field exercise to this compe-
tition,” Bumgarner said. “Bug,
these guys have proved their
potential in both the garri-
son and field environments.
They've demonstrated their
competency, professionalism
and drive regardless of any
condition.”

Without the luxury of a
competition training program,
these Soldiers lived up to their
brigade’s motto, “Ready now.”

The competition began
with the execution of the new
Army Combat Fitness Test at
5 a.m. before the teams moved
on to the rest of the day’s
events.

On day one, Soldiers tested
on their proficiency on the
81-mm mortar system, the
setup and declination of the
M2 Aiming Circle, Tactical
Combat Casualty Care, Fire

Direction Center tasks and

nighttime mortar firing point
occupation.

“I havent touched an 81-
mm system since basic train-
ing” Gomez said, during the
gunner’s exam event.

Gomez and Peden, two
members of the team who had
the least amount of training on
this system, qualified with ex-
pert scores — despite the lack
of experience.

The team continued to
demonstrate excellence in the
TCCC event as they garnered
commendation from lane ob-
servers in a top-five finish. Day
one culminated with a two-
mile ruck march that demand-
ed an eight-minute mile pace
while teams carried the 60-mm
and 81-mm mortar systems.

Teams were transitioned to
an air assault mission, trans-
porting them to unfamiliar
terrain at night to conduct an
occupation of a mortar firing
point. Once completed, com-
petitors were given one hour
to rest before moving on to day
two’s events.

Day two began with the
execution of Fort Benning’s
Downing Mile, a three-mile
trail run, which competitors
navigated with their rucks. The
end was an obstacle course race.
Afterward, competitors rucked
to the M4 rifle and the Army’s
new M17 handgun ranges for
weapon qualifications. Luka,
having shot the M17 only once
before this competition, scored
in the top three of 80 shooters
during this event.

On the final day of the
competition, teams  navi-
gated to Red Cloud Range
to conduct a timed, live-fire
hip shoot and direct-lay on
an 8l-mm mortar system.
Bumgarner and his team were
commended for executing this
event with a top five comple-
tion time.

“We manipulate the heavier
120-mm systems at Fort Riley
so much in training, that the
81-mm system was almost ef-
fortless,” Peden said, in a tes-
tament to the team’s ability to
attack this final event.

The conclusion of the 2019
Best Mortar  Competition
resulted with an  overall
winning team from the 82nd
Airborne Division. Although
the Big Red One Soldiers did
not bring the trophy home this
year, these mortarmen left the
competition stronger, tougher
and more lethal with lessons
to share with their unit and

Soldiers.
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Annual Army-wide housing survey now
available for Fort Riley residents’ input

Patti Geistfeld
FORT RILEY PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The annual Army-wide survey for on-post housing residents
launched April 23. Each resident is encouraged to participate in
the survey to provide information about their experiences. The
information will guide the Army and Residential Communities
Initiative partners in improvements to privatized housing
facilities and service to provide a better quality of life for
residents and families.

“It is important for folks to fill out the surveys as they
provide valuable information toward meeting leadership goals of
providing the best housing we can for our service members and
families,” said Steve Milton, chief, Fort Riley Housing Division.

In a memorandum dated April 17, Lieutenant General Gwen
Bingham, Assistant Chief of Staff for Installation Management,
emphasized that the Army is committed to improving residents’
housing experiences.

“We welcome and value your candid opinions and thoughts,”
she said.

Residents will have until May 24 to complete the survey.

“Feedback about your experiences while residing in a
privatized housing community is critical to shaping future

PLEASE
COMPLETE

THE ANNUAL
ARMY-WIDE
PRIVATIZED
HOUSING SURVEY
APRIL 23 - MAY 24,

WE WANT;
TO HEAR
EROM

YOU

If you did not receive an email containing the link,
contact the Housing Services Office at
785-239-0679.

housing quality and services provided to the Army,” Bingham
said.

The information is kept confidential. Information provided
to the Army and RCI partners will not be linked to the person
providing it..

Residents should have received an email containing
the link. Only one member of each household receives
the email. If someone in a household has not received this
email, contact the Fort Riley Housing Services Office at

785-239-0679.

Gates, hours of operation to change
at installation access control points

STAFF REPORT

Beginning 5 a.m. May 1, Fort Riley will reopen the Four Corners
access control point off Old Highway 77 for 24/7 operation and
change the hours of operation at Estes Street and Ogden access
control points.

The Estes Street access control point off Old Highway 77 will be
open from 5 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily.

The Ogden access control point will close overnight and be open
from 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily.

Opening access at Four Corners will enable first responders on
Fort Riley to reach the northern training areas more quickly and allow
military vehicles moving between training areas to stay within the
boundaries of Fort Riley.

Reducing the hours of operation at the Estes and Ogden access
control points will reduce the need to assign Soldiers from 1st Infantry
Division units to guard duty.

The changes will help maintain Soldiers’ readiness for future
training and deployment requirements.

In addition to those changes, construction on Trooper Drive
during May and June will require overnight closures of the Trooper
access control point near the main Post Exchange and Commissary.
From May 1 through June 27, Trooper gate will be open daily from
5:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

To accommodate overnight traffic, the Rifle Range Road access
control point near Fort Riley Elementary School will open from 7
p-m. to 5:30 a.m. from May 1 through June 27.

The Henry Drive access control point, exit 301 on Internet
70, will remain open 24/7. Operating hours also remain
unchanged at Grant Gate from Grant Avenue in Junction City
and the 12th Street commercial access control point off Kansas
Highway 18.

Visitors to Fort Riley who do not have Department of Defense ID
cards will need to get a pass from the Visitor Control Center at Exit
301, I-70, or travel with a DOD ID cardholder who can serve as a
Trusted Traveler.

For information about accessing Fort Riley, visit home.army.mil/
riley/, click on the “Accessing Fort Riley” link or call 785-239-2982.

HUME.ARMY.MIL/RILEY\\

Connect with Your Federal Benefits in the New
Government Retirement & Benefits (GRB) Platform™

Total Compensation Statement:

compensation and benefits including:
- Retirement Benefits
- Federal Employees’ Group Life Insurance (FEGLI)

Calculators:

retirement benefits:

= Retirement Annuity
High-3 Average Salary

- TSP Withdrawal

- TSP Projected Account Balance -

TSP Loan

Benefit Enroliments/Changes:

Resource Library:

including orientation for new employees.

Access Information:

Effective April 22, 2019, the Employee Benefits and Information System (EBIS) will be upgraded to the GRB
Platform™. The GRB Platform™ is an enterprise system that provides Army-serviced employees with access
to information regarding government wide benefit programs such as health insurance, life insurance, the
Thrift Savings Plan (TSP), retirement, and more. You can review the coverage for each benefit you are
enrolled in as well as other benefits you may want to take advantage of in the future. Additionally, the GRB
Platform™ contains a variety of resources and tools such as benefit program documentation, fact sheets,
informational videos, electronic forms, calculators, and links to external websites.

The GRB Platform™ provides you with a comprehensive up-to-date picture of the full value of your

Several estimators and calculators are available so you can perform “what-if" scenarios concerning your

TSP Contributions
FEGLI Premiums
Social Security

The GRB Platform™ provides you with the ability to make enrollments and changes for FEHB, FEGLI, and
TSP including Open Season and qualifying life events.

The GRB Platform™ contains a comprehensive resource library of documents, videos, forms, and links
relating to each government-wide Federal benefit program. With e-learning capabilities, you are a click
away from accessing a catalog of engaging courses to support planning and understanding of your
retirement and benefits. These courses are designed to reach employees at all stages of their careers,

To access the new GRB Platform go to: https://www.ebis.army.mil/

- Federal Employees Health Benefits (FEHB)
- TSP

Common Access Card (CAC) log on only. There is no longer a user name and password requirement.

When you log in for the first time you will view a brief tutorial video about the GRB Platform.

For assistance, contact:
Army Benefits Center-Civilian (ABC-C)

Specialists are available Monday through Thursday from 7:00 am CT to 5:00 pm CT
DSN: 520-2222, Commercial (785) 240-2222, and Toll-Free 1-877-276-9287

DRY CLEANING
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CIVILIAN
SPOTLIGHT

RICHARD NEWLON
DIRECTORATE OF FAMILY AND MORALE,
WELFARE AND RECREATION AUTOMOTIVE
MECHANIC

On March 19, Richard
Newlon, an auto mechanic
at the Directorate of Family
and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation, set up the
DFMWR  Non-appropriated
Funds fleet ~maintenance
program. This program will
service all 40 government
NAF vehicles and ensure they
are serviced and repaired semi-
annually. Tt will also track all
repair costs, to include parts
and labor hours and will
evaluate the fleets condition
throughout fiscal year 2019
and make adjustments to
the recommended fiscal year
2020 vehicle repair budget. By
implementing this program,

the Auto Skills Center team
will be able to identify any
maintenance concerns
that could result in more
expensive repairs, which will
save DFMWR thousands of
dollars.

Newlon also played a
key role in the removal of
abandoned vehicles on the
installation, which is a priority
of Command Sgt. Maj.
Andrew  Bristow, ~garrison
senior noncommissioned
officer. He goes out of his way
to coordinate with Directorate
of Emergency Services and
the Auto Skills team to ensure
vehicles are removed in a
timely manner.

In  the past two
months, Newlon has,
on his own initiative,
shown he is an exemplary
DFMWR teammate
to other divisions. He
assisted in the creation
of Job Hazard Analyses
at Sparetime Interactive
Entertainment, cleared
the Army Community
Services sidewalks of snow
and delivered ice melt to
other facilities.

Looking Back: Building 309 has history

of being used for storage on Fort Riley

Building 309 Holbrook Avenue, between Carter and Dickman Avenues, was built in 1906. Constructed
from native limestone bldg. 309 was first used as a vegetable storehouse. This area of Main Post
between and to the south of the Cavalry and Artillery Posts is referred to in historic terms by the Army
Corps of Engineers as the Quartermaster Supply Service District. The buildings in this area served their
respective functions in support of both posts. Today, building 309 is being used for storage.

Courtesy photos

Police bump it up

April 29 through May 5, for the safety of families
and their children, 97th Military Police Battalion
and Fort Riley police will focus enforcement of speed
limits in the following communities:

Burnside Loop, McClellan Loop, Eagle Pass,
Carriage Road.

In addition to enforcement via radar, portable
speed bumps will be temporarily placed.

Speed bump enforcement will continue in other
communities and locations on Fort Riley; that
schedule will be published on the Fort RileyGarrison
Facebook page.

Driving is a privilege and responsibility at all times
and in all locations; we depend on one another to
always drive cautiously and observe all traffic laws.

Upcoming community housing meetings

The 1st Infantry Division
and Fort Riley recently an-
nounced that senior command-
ers will now sponsor each neigh-
borhood on Fort Riley. The
program is the result of Febru-
ary town hall sessions in which
Fort Riley residents voiced con-
cerns and discussed solutions
with installation leaders.

Maj.  Gen. John S.
Kolasheski, Ist  Infantry
Division and Fort Riley

commanding general, directed
the sponsorship program to
ensure residents have access to
the chain of command.

The brigades and the
neighborhoods they sponsor

* The 1st Armored Brigade
Combat Team sponsors the For-
syth West, Forsyth

Central and Forsyth South
neighborhoods in the Colyer
Forsyth housing area.

* The 1st Infantry Division
Artillery sponsors the Forsyth
East neighborhood of the Coly-
er Forsyth housing area.

* The 2nd Armored Brigade
Combat Team sponsors the
Warner Peterson housing area.

¢ The 1st Combat Aviation
Brigade sponsors the McClellan
Place and Marshall Army Air-
field housing areas.

e The Ist Infantry Division
Sustainment Brigade sponsors

* Irwin Army Community
Hospital sponsors the Historic
Main Post and Whitside areas.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
e Warner Peterson resi-
dents, 5 to 6 p.m., May 1,

Warner Peterson Community
Center, 5570, A.P. Hill Dr.

e Historic Main Post and
Whitside residents, noon to
1 p.m., May 2, at the IACH
Nutrition Care Conference
Room, 650 Huebner Rd.

TRAFFICREPORT PP P

ACCESS CONTROL POINT HOURS

Those with valid military ID cards, or who have an access
pass or badge, wanting access to Fort Riley on weekends should
use Estes, Ogden, Henry or Trooper gates.

For more information about Fort Riley access procedures,
visit home.army.mil/riley/index.php/about/visitor-info.

are:

the Ellis Heights housing area.

APRIL 4

Sgt., HHC, 1st Bn., 16th
Inf. Regt., Ist ABCT, Ist
Inf. Div., failure to control

pet
APRIL7

Pvt., unknown unit, speed
16 to 20 over

Family member,
speed 16 to 20 over

Family member, wife, ex-
cessive speed

Staff Sgt., unknown unit,
speed 16 to 20 over

wife,

APRIL 8

Spc., unknown unit, im-
proper turning movement

Sgt., 14 CYO BN., exces-
sive speed

Tech. Sgt., Speed 15-20

Pvt., Ist Bn., 7th FA Regt.,
1st ABCT, Ist Inf. Div., exces-
sive speed

Spc., IACH, MEDDAGC,

expired registration

APRIL 9

Pvt., HSC, HHBn, 1st
Inf. Div., failure to yield right
of way

Spc., Co. A, 1st Bn., 18th
Inf. Regt., 2nd ABCT, 1st Inf.
Div., improper backing

Spe., Co. A, 1st Bn., 18th
Inf. Regt., 2nd ABCT, 1st Inf.
Div., no proof of insurance

Spc., 82nd BEB, 2nd
ABCT, Ist Inf. Div., speed 16
to 20 over

Spc., Co. C, 82nd BEB,
2nd ABCT, 1st Inf. Div,
speed 16 to 20 over

Family member,
speed 15 to 20

wife,

APRIL 10

Pfc., Trp. C. , 5th Sqdn.,
4th Cav. Regt., 2nd ABCT,
Ist Inf. Div.,, unsafe lane
change

Spe., Co. C, Ist Bn., 16th
Inf. Regt., 1st ABCT, Ist Inf.
Div., speed 16 to 20 over

Sgt., HHC, STB, Ist Inf.
Div. Sust. Bde., speed 16 to
20 over

Staff  Sgt.,
Bn., 63rd Armor Regt., 2nd
ABCT, 1st Inf. Div., speed 16

to 20 over

HHC, st

APRIL 12

Spc., unknown unit, ex-
pired registration

Spc., HHC, 2nd Bn., 70th
Armor Regt., 2nd ABCT, 1st
Inf. Div., following too close

Capt., HSC, HHBn, 1Ist
Inf. Div,, improper turning
movement

Staff Sgt., 73rd MP DET,
97th MP Bn., following too
close

APRIL 13
Spc., HHC, 1st Bn., 18th
Inf. Regt., 2nd ABCT, 1st Inf.
Div., unattended vehicle
Spc., unknown unit, speed
15 to 20

Family ~member, wife,
speed 15 to 20

Family member, wife,
speed 15 to 20

Family member, wife,

speed 11 to 15 over

Maj., unknown unit, Fail-
ure to stop at a posted stop
sign

Spc., unknown unit speed
15 to 20

Maj., unknown unit, im-
proper turning movement

OTHER CITATIONS
APRIL 7, speed 11 to 15
over

APRIL 8, speed 15 to 20,
excessive speed, no proof of
insurance

APRIL 9, improper backing
APRIL 11, improper turning
movement

APRIL 13, no proof of
insurance, improper backing,

speed 15 to 20, speed 21 and
up

GRUNT

MAN... T SURE
HOPE THIS CONES

EQUIPPED

ARMY

EMERGENCY
RELIEF

The Fort Riley Visitor's Control Center is open Monday to
Friday from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m., weckends and federal holidays
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The access control point hours are:

Henry/Trooper/Ogden/Estes:

Open 24/7. Commercial traffic at Estes is required to have
an access pass or badge prior to access. Beginning May 1, Estes
will open from 5 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. Ogden will be open from
5 am. to 10 p.m. daily.

Four Corners:

Open 24/7 beginning May 1.

12th Street:

Open from 5 am. to 7 p.m., Monday to Friday, closed
weekends and federal holidays. This gate will have inbound
commercial vehicle lanes only.

Personally owned vehicles are allowed access, there is no
designated personally owned vehicle lane.

Outbound traffic is not authorized. Drivers must have an
installation pass or badge.

Grant;
Grant Gate is open from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through
Friday. It is closed weekends and federal holidays.

Custer Avenue Closure:

The project to repair bridge 204 which closes Custer Ave.
from McCormick Road to Beeman Place is suspended due to
eagles nesting in the area.

Trooper Drive Repairs

Trooper Drive road repairs between McCormick and the
Rifle Range Road round-a-bout have started with work being
performed on the side of road without traffic restrictions
during the day time hours. This will allow a shortened time
period required to close the road for repairs.

From 1 May until completion on about 27 June, and
during the hours of 7 p.m. to 5:30 a.m., the Trooper Drive
ACP will be closed and Rifle Range Road ACP will be open.
Traffic to and from Junction City will detour from Trooper
Drive to Rifle Range Road. Residents of Colyer Manor will be
detoured to Henry Gate.

Detour to the commissary and Excxhangw will be From
Trooper Drive to Rifle Range Road to First Street. The detour
will continue on 1st Street at the intersection of Eagle Pass Road
(left turn), right on Bent Spur Road, and left on Hitching Post.

WITH AN AIRBAG. ..

Prescription opioids can be
and

It only takes a little
to lose a lot.

‘r -_ _{ﬁ [ ‘ cdc.gov/RxAwareness
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What’s the most rewarding part of parenthood?

“When they learn something new.

ANGEL HOGAN

TAMPA, FLORIDA

Wife of Capt. Nathan Hogan, 299th
Brigade Support Battalion, 2nd
Armored Brigade Combat Team,

1st Infantry Division.

“Watching your kids grow and
seeing all their successes.”
KAYLA FITZGERALD

PELLA, IOWA

Wife of Staff Sgt. Anthony
Fitzgerald, 2nd Battalion, 70th
Armor Regiment, 2nd Armored

Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry

Division.

“Just watching them grow.”

SPC. JUSTIN PROUGH
MOUNT PLEASANT, IOWA

Support Maintenance Company,
1st Infantry Division Sustainment

Brigade.

“Noticing the little things a baby
can do as they grow and learn

new things.”

SPC. IRENE RAMOS
EL PASO, TEXAS
165th Movement Control Team,
541st Combat Sustainment
Support Battalion, 1st Infantry
Division Sustainment Brigade.

“Seeing your child grow and do
things in life. The way they love
you unconditionally.”

SGT. MAJ. SYLVORNE WALTERS
HOUSTON, TEXAS

Headquarters and Headquarters
Battalion, 1st Infantry Division.

mE ]ST INFANTRY DIVISION POST

This civilian enterprise
newspaper is an authorized
publication for members
of the Department of
Defense. Contents of The 1st
Infantry Division Post are
not necessarily the official
views of, or endorsed by, the
U.S. Government, or the
Department of the Army.
The editorial content of this
publication is the responsibility
of the Ist Infantry Division
and Fort Riley PA Officer and
printed by Seaton Publications,
LLC, a private firm in no
way connected with the U.S.
Government under exclusive
written contract with Fort

Riley.

The appearance of advertising
in this publication, including
inserts or supplements, does
not constitute endorsement
of the products or services
advertised by the U.S. Army
or Seaton Publications, LLC.
Everything advertised in this
publication shall be made
available for purchase, use
or patronage without regard
to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, marital
status, physical handicap,
political affiliation, or any
other nonmerit factor of the
purchaser, user or patron. If a
violation or rejection of this
equal opportunity policy by
an advertiser is confirmed, the
publisher will refuse to print
advertising from that source
until the violation is corrected.

Circulation 8,800 copies each
week.

A licensed newspaper
member of the Junction City
and Manhattan chambers of
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Maj. Gen. John S. Kolasheski
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Sport injuries can sideline young athletes

By Dawn Douglas
GARRISON SAFETY OFFICE

While the focus for April has been Dis-
tracted Driving, April is also the Month
of the Military Child and National Youth
Sports Safecy Month.

Children and parents often dream of one
day becoming the sports stars they idolize
whether it’s LeBron James, Mike Trout, Tom
Brady, Sidney Crosby or Cristiano Ronaldo.
Kids will take to the field this spring and
summer and envision themselves making the
buzzer-beating shot, the walk-off home run,
the perfect pass or the winning goal. While
it’s great to dream, the reality is professional
athletes push their mind and body to the ex-
tremes to be at the top of their game. An ar-
ticle in Business Insider online July 29, 2018,
www.businessinsider.com/how-lebron-
james-spends-money-body-care-2018-7,
indicated that LeBron James spends more
than a million dollars a year on diet, nutri-
tion, training and exercise above what he is
required to do for his team.

But children’s bodies are still growing
and developing and should not be pushed
like adults or they may suffer from sports
trauma and overuse.

This is where STOP — Sports Trauma
and Overuse Prevention comes in. STOP
Sports Injuries was initiated by the Ameri-
can Orthopedic Society for Sports Medi-
cine in early 2007 and is geared to provide
comprehensive public outreach program
focusing on the importance of sports safety
specifically relating to overuse and trauma
injuries.

According to the STOP website, www.
stopsportsinjuries.org/, the initiative not
only raises awareness and provides educa-
tion on injury reduction, but also high-
lights how playing safe and smart can en-
hance and extend a child’s athletic career,
improve teamwork, reduce obesity rates
and create a lifelong love of exercise and
healthy activity. The objective is to help

keep kids in the game of life by reducing
overuse and trauma injuries.

The STOP website also has a host of
specific information for athletes, coaches,
healthcare providers and parents, but also
offers general safety tips:

PREVENTING ACL INJURIES

Anterior cruciate ligament knee inju-
ries can cause many problems for kids who
play sports. Most ACL tears do not occur
from player-to-player contact. The most
common causes of a noncontact ACL in-
jury include change of direction or cutting
maneuvers combined with sudden stop-
ping, landing awkwardly from a jump or
pivoting with the knee nearly fully extend-
ed when the foot is planted on the ground.

ACL tears happen in girls and boys,
and while it is difficult to assess how child
athletes can best modify their moves to
prevent injury, there are specific types of
training such as jump routines and learn-
ing to pivot properly that might help.

KNEE INJURIES

Knee injuries in children and adoles-
cent athletes may be the result of acute,
traumatic injuries, such as a sudden fall
or chronic, repetitive overuse injuries,
etc. Kids can develop “runner’s knee” or
patellofemoral pain syndrome or patellar
tendinitis — jumper’s knee. Knee injuries
such as MCL — medial collateral ligament
or ACL tears can cause acute and chronic
problems in children that will affect their
ability to grow and develop properly. For-
tunately, children are resilient and most
injuries heal with rest, but if a knee injury
causes an apparent deformity or inability
to put weight on the leg, a medical profes-
sional should be consulted.

CONCUSSIONS

A concussion is a traumatic injury
to the brain that alters mental status or
causes other symptoms. Many people as-

sume they do not have a concussion if they
have not lost consciousness. However, sig-
nificant injury can occur without losing
consciousness at all. Football players often
say “I just got my bell rung” when a blow
to the head causes ringing in the ears, but
those symptoms are often consistent with
a concussion. Some symptoms of concus-
sions are:

* Balance problems

¢ Difficulty with communicating and

concentrating

* Dizziness

* Drowsiness

* Fatigue

* Feeling emotional

* Feeling mentally foggy

* Headache

¢ Irritability and more.

All parents should know the symptoms
and consult a qualified healthcare profes-
sional, no matter how minor the injury is
thought to be and cleared to return to the
field of play.

Kids and adults who engage in sports
could improve their performance by physi-
cal conditioning in a program suitable for
their age, weight, body dimension and over-
all physical health. The conditioning should
be designed to optimize performance while
minimizing the potential for injuries and
should be tailored to the individual sport
and need of the athlete. Injuries can occur
in conditioning programs as well, so train-
ing should include time for the body to rest,
stretching and recovery.

Team Riley, sports injuries take us off
the field and out of the fight. So, whether
you are a child or adult, if you are about to
engage in sports activities after periods of in-
activity during the winter months, ease into
your routine, building up to your optimal
performance at a gradual pace to prevent in-
jury. Play hard, play safe and have fun.

For more information, contact the Garri-

son Safety Office at 785-240-0647. #FitFirst

Better living through military innovation:
Cargo pockets on military uniforms run deep

By Collen McGee
USAG PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Cargo pants — in the 1990s, every kid in
America wanted a pair in black, olive green
and khaki. Later, theyd get them in almost
any color. It wasn't the pants — it was all
about the pockets. Long before that, they
were a product of the World War II era and
answered the need for paratroopers to have
easy access to stuff they would need faster than
they could get it from their ruck.

According to the website, oureverydaylife.
com/the-history-of-cargo-pants-12215119.
html, cargo pants were first worn in 1938 by
British military personnel. These pants were
part of their Battle Dress Uniforms. The origi-
nal cargo pants style featured one pocket on
the side thigh and one on the front hip.

They were first worn in the United States
on military uniforms in the 1940s and were
introduced to the U.S. Army by Lt. Gen. Wil-
liam Yarborough while he was still a Major
with the 82nd Airborne Division, according
to www.artofmanliness.com/articles/a-mans-
pockets/.

Yarborough, who is referred to as the fa-
ther of the Green Berets, was not just a de-
signer of the new functional paratrooper
uniform, he was a special operations Soldier
and is credited with developing the initial plan
for Operation TORCH, the airborne portion
of the invasion of North Africa according to
an article on Army.mil. Yarborough also led
paratroopers into battle in Algeria, Tunisia
and Sicily, Salerno and Anzio in Iraly. He
commanded the 509th Parachute Battalion
which spearheaded the invasion into southern
France. He had some serious operational ex-
perience to base his designs on.

Each pocket was designed with a pur-
pose. Some held maps, some held rations and
whatever else that needed to be reached eas-

1995499

Courtesy photo | Eisenhower Archives

June 5, 1944, Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower speaks with paratroopers of
the 101st Airborne Division just before they board their planes to
participate in the first assault of the Normandy invasion.

ily including a pocket for a knife to help cut
loose from the parachute. But the first few
cargo pocket designs would rip away from
the uniform when the paratroopers landed
— usually because they were crammed full
and weighed enough that suspenders were
sometimes used to keep the pants up under
the weight.

After WWII, the pockets were re-
duced to a small, flap-style one on the
front until once again they were needed.
In the 1960s, and now a lieutenant gen-
eral, Yarborough would bring back the
cargo pocket for the jungle fatigues cre-
ated for combat in Vietnam.

According to www.artofmanliness.com/
articles/a-mans-pockets/, Yarborough also de-
veloped special jump boots, as well as that fa-
tigue uniform that included extra-large pock-
ets on both top and bottom — four on the
jacket, two on the pants.

Yarborough served in the Army for 35
years and is credited with several styles of cargo
pockets, special operations wear and the Army
Special Forces Green Beret. Army.mil credits
him for earning approval from President John
E Kennedy for making that beret an autho-
rized part of the uniform. Other sources relate
that the beret was surrounded by a bit of con-
troversy, but that is another story.

Popping smoke at local restaurant

commerce.

The next USAG
Resilience Day
Off is

May

Dear Doc Jargon,

I live outside Fort Riley and work at a little café here.
The other day I had a group in who were having breakfast
as a celebration for one of their coworkers getting orders
to someplace he'd always wanted to go.

While the team was there, one Soldier turned to
another and said, “I'm going to pop smoke.” He then
grabbed his check and left.

Can you tell me what pop smoke means? Other than
that, the military people were fun to wait on and they
tipped me well too!

Sincerely,
Non-Smoking Waitress
Dear Non-Smoking Waitress

First, I just want to say thank you for serving the Sol-
diers and families who frequent your café. Going out for

a meal is always a nice treat and it wouldn’t be nearly so
good without good service.

As for your question, the term comes from the use
of smoke grenades. Smoke grenades are used to provide
concealment to troops as they maneuver. When you ac-
tivate the smoke grenade, you pull a pin and throw it.
Instead of an explosion, you get a popping noise and then
the smoke. Because the device is often used to provide a
safe retreat for troops after a mission, the term of pop or
popping smoke, came to be associated with a departure.

So, when the Soldier says he’s going to pop smoke, he
is saying it’s time for him to leave.

I hope that clears the air for you.

Sincerely,
Doc Jargon

Email your military lingo questions to Doctor Jargon
at doctorjargon @gmail.com.
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By Gail Parsons
1STINF. DIV. POST

Landing a government con-
tract can go long way in ensur-
ing fiscal security for a small
business. But the process can
seem daunting and the com-
plexity will often scare people
off.

Lt. Col Robert Bartruff,
Mission and Installation Con-
tract and Command com-
mander, doesn’t hide the fact
that the process is complex. To
help people navigate it, Fort
Riley’s MICC will sponsor the
2019 Small Business Procure-
ment Day May 7 in Topeka,
Kansas, to help people learn
the ins and outs of bidding for

> HOMEOFTHEBIGREDONE _
Workshop to guide businesses seeking government contracts

However, you can get over
them, it just takes a little effort.
Once you're clear of them, it’s
almost smooth sailing.”

He doesn’t want people to
be discouraged by the work
involved or scared of potential
consequences if they should
make a typo on a form. When
dealing with a small business
that makes an honest mistake,
there is a high level of under-
standing he said.

“One objective of the U.S.
Government Defense Acquisi-
tion System is not to put small
businesses out of business,” he
said.

He understands how com-
plex the bureaucratic process is
and admits even in the MICC

government agencies are there
to help people maneuver their
way through and the benefit is
worth the patience and work.

The MICC encourages
small businesses to seek the
contracts because they want to
increase competition.

Besides being a congres-
sional mandate, competition
helps the government obtain
a fair and reasonable price for
the goods and services they re-
quire, he said.

“We want to attract all the
small business we can,” said
Anthony Tiroch, deputy to the
MICC commander. “Small busi-
nesses are the backbone of the
industry. And we want to make
sure that the big companies, dont

The procurement work-
shops will walk attendees
through the process begin-
ning with how to register to
put in a bid for a government
contract. There will also be
opportunities for the busi-
ness people to have one-on-
one time so they can learn the
needs of the government and
Fort Riley.

The Small Business Ad-
ministration has varying defi-
nitions for what qualifies as
a small business. It can be a
mom and pop operation or a
company with several hundred
employees. They also have so-
cial demographic goals when
secking contractors.

“We look for historically

Tiroch said. “We have women-
owned businesses, veteran-
owned businesses, disabled and
handicapped businesses. We
specifically look for contractors
that fit those categories and
we try to help them earn
government contracts.”

Fort Riley units work with
many contractors in positions
as varied as putting out the
newspapet, construction, far-
riers and suppliers of hay to
the Commanding General’s
Mounted Color Guard horses.

Maj. David Hildebrand,
MICC operations said MICC
has hosted similar workshops
in the past, but always in the
Fort Riley area. This year they
are going to Topeka, Kansas,

other government agencies
including the Air Force and
the Army Corps of Engineers
to participate.

“We have it set up to where
there’s kind of a contracting
101 where folks can link up
with not only the Small Busi-
ness Administration, but also
with the Kansas Procurement
Technical Assistance Center,”
Hildebrand said.

Attendees can register with
those organizations and get the
one-on-one help they need.

Registration is required by
April 30 for the May 7 event at
the Capitol Plaza Hotel, 1717
SW Topeka Blvd., and can be
made at http://www.center-
gateway.com/00600T/index.

they don’t know all the rules
and regulations.

“It would be like know-
ing the Holy Bible, the
Qur’an and the Torah — all
from memory,” he said.

He wants people to
know that MICC and other

government contracts.

“It is very complex,” Bar-
truff said. “And thats why
sometimes they feel over-
whelmed. And that’s why a lot
of people shy away from it. Yes,
like most things, it does look
like some hard roadblocks.

TAXES

Continued from page 1

certification, which is a great plus for the Soldiers doing
this,” Goetting said.

Thurston said even though the tax center building is
closed, preparation services are still available at the Staff
Judge Advocate’s office, 216 Custer Ave.

“As a matter of fact, we've already forwarded the number
— the 785-239-1040,” she said. “So, they can call, make an
appointment and still be able to get their taxes done.”

Goetting said he wants Soldiers to know that no matter
what their tax issue is, if they filed an extension, they still
have to do their taxes this year.

“If they have things that came up, for instance, if they
get a letter from their state saying, ‘we need a copy of your
military orders’ or something like that,” he said. “They can
still come into the main JAG office, and we can help them
with the full service of tax preparation services.”

stomp out small business.” under utilized businesses,”

and have invited several

php?EVT=53665.

National Guard tasked for high fire alert

By Gail Parsons
1ST INF. DIV. POST

When disaster strikes, the first course of action is to get it
under control. Once it is, it’s time to evaluate and learn how
to mitigate damage from similar disasters in the future. In
2016, the Anderson Creek fire swept through nearly 400,000
acres in Oklahoma and Kansas.

By the time it was under control, 600 cattle were killed, at
least 16 homes and 25 structures were lost, as were countless
miles of fencing, according to a report on wildfiretoday.com.

Learning from Anderson Creek, this year when forecasts
predicted a high likelihood of wildfires, Kansas Governor
Laura Kelly issued a State of Disaster Emergency Declaration
to allow state resources to respond more quickly to local
requests for assistance.

Jane Welch, public affairs Adjutant General’s Department,
said the Kansas Division of Emergency Management had
asked the Kansas Army National Guard to deploy six UH-60
Black Hawk helicopters to several locations within the state
to assist local fire departments, as needed.

The helicopters were equipped with collapsible 660-gallon

buckets used to draw water from local sources to drop on

areas that are difficult for ground crews to reach. These
aircraft are being prepositioned in key locations to expedite
assistance, should they be needed.

“Our past experiences have taught u