Abraham’s Well
An Oasis for Wildlife!

Al Asad sits in a large wadi (valley) carved by eons of seasonal rains cutting through
soft sandstone on it’s way to the Euphrates River. A wide variety of vegetation, both
permanent and seasonal wetlands, and even the surrounding dry desert scrub provide a
home for animals and birds, and an important migration stop for many visiting birds.
Some of these species are near-threatened (the Jungle cat and Striped hyena), and
others are even critically endangered (Sociable plover). Some are endemic, found
only in this region (Mesopotamian hooded crow, Iraqi babbler, Iraq little grebe). Over
120 species of birds have been recorded at Al Asad!
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The rocky ridge, heavily vegetated ditch (a marsh area and seasonal wetland) along the
north side of camp, the planted palm grove, and the oasis pond combine to provide
critical feeding areas, cover, and water for native mammals. None of these animals
will bother a human unless provoked and cornered. Rabies is rare in Iraq, but possible.
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