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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued by Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, for the local Japanese in
Iwakuni City to help their understanding of MCAS
Iwakuni. This is authorized by the United States
Marine Corps, however, does not always reflect the
official views or opinions of the U.S. government
or the U.S. Department of Defense. Please e-mail,

mail, or fax your opinions and questions to us.
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Kizuna Stadium brings American, Japanese locals together
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Hiroshima Dragonflies overcome MCAS Iwakuni
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Marines, Japanese locals build comraderie through softball
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Japanese barbers cut through time
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Initial Japan-based Carrier Air Wing 5 jet squadrons fly in to MCAS Ilwakuni
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Service members volunteer, make difference in community
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US Ambassador to Japan makes first visit to MCAS Iwakuni, Iwakuni City
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US, Japanese locals gather for Halloween Carnival
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Active Shield tests mission readiness between American, Japanese forces
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Interview with service members :

Lance Cpl. Jace Matthews & Cpl. Erika Vargas
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Breaking language barriers, building bonds
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Cover photo:
; REER
U.S. Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. Esteban Arroyo, the (PR i
air transportation division chief with Headquarters
. 1
and Headquarters Squadron, slides to home base MmES
during a goodwill softball game at lwakuni City, P& BT
Japan, Nov. 5,2017. The game was a shop event held T740-0025
; : IO E = T
to bring Marines and Japanese co-workers together KRR
and build office comradery. They also played with s
the lwakuni City Sun Land baseball team, helping
. I7vIRES
strengthen the bond between America and Japan. 0827-79-5554
Read the story on Page 7. photo by Cpl. Gabriela Garcia- BEA—I
Herrera iwakuni.pao@usmc.mil
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Story and photos by: Cpl. Carlos Jimenez
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After nearly a decade of joint planning
and execution between Iwakuni City
and Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
the Atago Hills sports complex, Kizuna
Stadium, was finally given its grand
opening before a crowd of hundreds of
local Japanese and American visitors in
Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 4, 2017.
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The grand opening was celebrated

with speeches of pride and gratitude

by MCAS Iwakuni and Iwakuni City
officials, a ribbon-cutting ceremony and
was highlighted by a friendly baseball
game between American and Japanese
high school students.
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Distinguished guests such as U.S.
Marine Corps Col. Richard F. Fuerst,
commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni,
and Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni
City, who co-hosted the event together,
also partook in the planting of dogwood
trees, which are meant to be living
symbols of the U.S.-Japan friendship.
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“It’s an important day for Iwakuni City
and MCAS Iwakuni,” said Fuerst. “A
venue like this will help us conduct a lot
of fun events and continue to grow the
relationship we have with the people

of Iwakuni and Yamaguchi prefecture.
They have accepted the Marine Corps
here, so it’s important for the citizens to
feel like they’re a part of the air station.
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Distinguished guests cut the ribbon for Kizuna Stadium duringits grand opel

They support us, and we support them
as well. We want to be good neighbors.
A facility like this is co-shared; it’s open
to the citizens of Iwakuni and the air
station so we can come together and
enjoy ourselves.”
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The stadium is seen as more than just

a sports complex for teams to train and
play in. It is a hallmark of what the
U.S.-Japan friendship has accomplished
in Iwakuni City. Everything from the
dogwood trees planted just outside to
the name of the stadium itself — Kizuna,
which means bond — represents the
prosperous union between two allies.
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The dogwood trees are part of a larger
project held countrywide throughout
Japan. Over one hundred years ago the
people of Japan donated cherry trees that
are now planted in Washington D.C. Four
years ago, a project was created to donate
3,000 dogwood trees from the people of
the United States to the people of Japan.
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Joy M. Sakurai, the principal officer

at the U.S. Consulate in Fukuoka and
one of the leaders of the project, was
invited by Fuerst and Fukuda to give
remarks about the project and receive

a commemorative item as the guest

of honor. The stadium gave her the
opportunity to continue her project in

a city filled with Japanese citizens and
American service members.
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Distinguished guests plant a dogwood tree during the Kizuna Stadium
grand opening in Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 4, 2017.
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Joy M. Sakurai, the principal officer at the U.S. Consulate in Fukuoka, throws the first pitch with the encouragement of U.S.
Marine Corps Col. Richard F. Fuerst, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, and Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of
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“Finding a place for 3,000 dogwood

trees was challenging so we decided to
divide the trees and plant them in places
that were very important to us,” said
Sakurai. “I was at the U.S. embassy of
Tokyo at the time handling the project,
and Iwakuni came up as a definite

place we wanted to put these symbols

of the U.S.-Japan friendship. So we had
50 trees planted here in Iwakuni, and
dedicated some of those 50 original trees
to be planted around the stadium as
further living symbols of the friendship
between our countries.”

\Iwakuni City, during the Kizuna stadium grand opening in Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 4, 2017.
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Sakurai also received the honor of
throwing the first pitch before the
players took the field. American students
from U.S. military installations in Japan
such as Yokota, Zama, Sasebo and MCAS
Iwakuni came together for the first time
to form the “West” team. They played
against a collection of Japanese high
school students called the “East.”
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The game ended with the East beating
West, and then a second game was
held where the two teams mixed so the
American and Japanese athletes could
play together.
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“This is an awesome experience for

our kids and for the community,” said
Steven Fench, the assistant coach of

the West. “It’s fantastic playing against
a team of such high caliber. They're a
well-disciplined, very fundamental team.
A lot of times we're always competing
against each other during the regular
season, but when we get together it’s a

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

big family atmosphere.”
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The stadium can seat a maximum
capacity of 8,000 people and has two
softball fields along with the main
baseball field.
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“I think it is very much a world-class
stadium for amateurs and perhaps even
professionals to come together,” said
Sakurai. “We hope that it will be a great
way for Americans and Japanese to work
together, whether it is junior high school
students up to adult leagues. It elevates
the city’s position in becoming either an
actual venue for games, or for practice
grounds, and it’s a great place to have
sport exchanges and share our cultures.”
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Kizuna stadium has the potential to

be a cornerstone for sports in Iwakuni
City and for local American-Japanese
comradery, while celebrating the hard
work and effort shared by local citizens
and their guests from across the Pacific to
making this decade-long project a reality.
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“The people of Iwakuni have always
been very welcoming of the U.S. military
and this is a great way to symbolize all
of that close friendship,” said Sakurai.
“Sports, as we all know, are a very
universal factor. You don’t have to speak
each other’s language to get along

and play really well together as long

as you understand the general rules.
This is a great way for hundreds, if not
thousands, of people to come together
from across different cultures.”
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Hiroshima Dragonflies overcome MCAS Iwakuni
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Shogo Asayama, a forward with the Hiroshima Dragonflies, attempts to cross U.S. Marine Corps
Pfc. Xavier Rhodes, a forward with Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, during a scrimmage at
MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 27, 2017.

GHEGTH AN V- ufik
Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Mason Roy
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U.S. Marines and civilians competed
against the Hiroshima Dragonflies in

a friendly basketball game at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Sept.
26, 2017.
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The game was organized to bring

two cultures together, through spirit
and competitiveness, and assist the
Dragonflies in completing their final
scrimmage game, beginning the season.
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“It’s good to bring the community
together,” said U.S. Marine Corps Master
Sgt. Benjamin Armijo, ordnance chief
with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron
121. “It was a great opportunity for us to
expand our game. Getting the team out
here to play against the Dragonflies was
my driving factor.”
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MCAS Iwakuni dribbled their way up
and down the court starting the game off
on the right foot with several rebounds
and a few 3-pointers, but as time went
on the game slowly slipped out from
underneath their sneakers.
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Although they were defeated 69-20, they
did not let the scoreboard discourage
them. MCAS Iwakuni players said they
plan to come back stronger the next time
the Dragonflies stop by the air station.
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“I was a little nervous at first, but I
honestly believe we gave them somewhat
of a run in some plays,” said Armijo.
“The scoreboard may not look like it, but
we came out here and did our job. The
ball was not falling for us today, but the
next time they come out, we’ll definitely
give them a run for their money.”
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U.S. Marines and civilians competed against the Hiroshima Dragonflies in a friendly basketball

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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The Dragonflies said they were grateful
to set foot on the air station to compete
with service members.
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“I'm really honored to be out here,” said
Terrence Drisdom, a small forward and
shooting guard with the Hiroshima
Dragonflies, also an American. “It’s not
too many times you get to step on base
and see the people who fight for your
country.”
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Drisdom also said he enjoyed the
sportsmanship and professionalism of
the players involved in the game.
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“I had a great time,” said Drisdom. “I
encourage the fact that two different
sides of the world can come together,
play basketball and help each other. This
is what it’s all about.”

game at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Sept. 26, 2017.
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Marines, Japanese locals build comraderie
through softball
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U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Matthew England, an air terminal operations center passenger service
Bl agent with Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, slides to home base during a goodwill
i softball game at Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 5,2017.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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ks and Sun Land baseball teams pose for a photo after
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o = - *ﬂ" it o <o '\r-—' . their goodwill softball game at Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 5, 2017.
e e b PR A
EESS AL Operations Center and Japanese locals
HIVILZ IV T =~LIhk to build camaraderie by playing a
Story and photos by: goodwill softball game.

Cpl. Gabriela Garcia-Herrera
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Two flags wave on the practice field of
Kizuna Stadium, one for the “Home of
the Brave” and one for the “Land of the
Rising Sun.”
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Gusts of dust cover the Terminal
Roughnecks, the Rednecks and Iwakuni
City’s local baseball team, Sun Land,
with each pitch thrown during their
goodwill softball game at Iwakuni City,
Japan, Nov. 5, 2017.
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The game, which was the first to be
played at the field adjacent to new
Kizuna Stadium, allowed Marines and
Master Labor Contractors with Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni Air Terminal
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“We came out here with our Japanese
nationals from work and a local
baseball team to play some softball,”
said U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Matthew
England, a passenger service agent
with Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron. “We’re barbequing, having
some fun and mingling with the
nationals.”
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England said his favorite part about the
event was the camaraderie between the
Japanese and Americans.
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“We go from being at work, being serious
and making sure the mission gets done,”
said England. “Then we come out here,
let loose a little bit and let go of some
stress.”

DOBEERAATHAROHH I LR EDIC
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Several games were played between
the Japanese and the Marines, some
were lost and some were won, but good
sportsmanship was shown throughout
each game. It also helped build a
stronger union between America and
Japan.
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“It builds a good trust and a good bond,”
said U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sgt.
Brandon Winn, the air transport division
staff noncommissioned officer. “It can
only help our nations more so in the
future.”
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Winn also said he encourages events
like this, despite the language barrier,
because they build camaraderie. He said
everyone was there to have fun, and only
good thing@€an come from interactions
like this.
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hieko Murakami, left, Hisato Murakami, center, and Tomie Shigemura, barbers working at Marine Corps
ir Station lwakuni, Japan, pose in front of the Torii Pines barber shop at the air station, Oct. 25, 2017.
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Japanese barbers cut through time

BEEHHE: A -LARALE
Story and photo by: Cpl. Carlos Jimenez
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It’s the early 1970s and long lines of
disgruntled Marines wait their turn
impatiently, some on old chairs and
others laid on the hair-covered floor, as
the Japanese barbers they would come to
know so well scramble feverishly to keep
the lines moving.

ZDENEE Y TR NBRRD%72Y)
AR ERDIZENODI T LT FITEA
ELTHI- LY FEA FTIEANRZE S
TR =Z N> TRERE(LE ST,
ZNETYHTORESTITRVHAAND
FLiEn, LB O S 51 R 052
IR LTV,

Tomie Shigemura, along with Hisato
Murakami and his wife Chieko, had just
begun cutting hair for American service
members. The change is huge. It’s a

9

struggle going from the straight, longer
hairs of their fellow locals to the more
rigid, disciplined cuts of the Marines.
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After nearly half a century, these three
barbers have whizzed their clippers
through the hairs of countless Marines.
From the dog days of the Vietnam War
to the ongoing War on Terror, they’'ve
buzzed their way through time at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, while watching it flourish and
grow from a set of huts and old buildings
to its own little city.
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They began as confused young barbers
who found themselves in a tense

atmosphere. Back in those times,
Marines were frequently on-edge,
knowing that one of the deadliest wars
in American history was being fought a
relatively short plane ride away.
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“It was very busy in those times because
of the Vietnam War,” said Shigemura.
“When I first walked into the barbershop
there were many Marines lying on the
ground waiting to get their haircut. The
Marines here today should appreciate
the current situation. When I started
working here the people were rigid.
Some of them would throw the money at
you after you were finished with them
and go. Right now, it’s totally different.”

LIAIEAREERCESIBEWIEN, =N
&b, BURIN I IRB PR 2 9 B SRR B

1oz BfRTEBIZTTHRLI. ZDX S5k

BN R TO T,

Although Mr. and Mrs. Murakami paint
a similar picture, the three of them
insisted that they not only understand
why some Marines may have acted
aggressively, but that they sympathized
with their behavior.
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“It wasn’t a problem for me,” said
Shigemura. “I was young and many of
them were my age, so I understood why
they acted the way they did. They were
being sent off to war.”
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Shigemura, who began working in 1970,
is currently the oldest employed barber
at the air station. She had already been
a barber in Hamada City for over a

year before she went to Iwakuni City,
dreaming of one day buying and owning
her own home with her husband.
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Shigemura found a working environment
she would come to love and one that
offered a larger salary at MCAS
Iwakuni. It allowed her and her husband
to build the home they dreamed about
just a few years later.
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Hisato Murakami, known by many

as “Papa-san,” and his wife Chieko
Murakami, appropriately nicknamed
“Mama-san,” joined Shigemura in 1971.
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Papa-san — recognized by many as one
of, if not the best, barber on the air
station — was recruited straight out of
the previous barbershop he worked in.
He brought his wife along after accepting
the position, and the two have been
working together ever since.
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In a span of 48 years, they've witnessed
the station undergo various sets of
growth spurts. Back then, a village of
Quonset huts served as sleeping quarters,
shops, offices and more, while concrete
barracks were just starting to be built.
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“Everything has changed, but I can’t
really say where or how, because it
changed gradually,” said Mama-san.

“At first I didn’t know anything about
the base, and I may not have seen the
buildings. All I wanted to do was learn
and get used to my new job.”
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For them, the biggest struggle was
adapting to the on-base environment,
which Mama-san describes as being
totally different than life off base. From
the language barrier to the way people
behaved, things were unusual and
confusing.
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“Right now I'm really used to the job,
and I'm able to communicate with the
Marines,” said Mama-san. “It wasn’t like
that at first.”
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Shigemura shared a similar dilemma.
Fear and nervousness were unfortunately
a part of her earliest experiences.
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“The first time I cut a Marine’s hair my
hands were shaking,” said Shigemura. “T
was very young, and to be honest with you,
I was scared of the Marines. I had never
seen an American service member before.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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The guidance and reassurance of their
older coworkers allowed the three of them
to adapt to the environment and become
one of the better parts of the community.
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“I had some anxiety when I started here,
but now I’'m better and am constantly
improving my skill and customer
satisfaction,” said Mama-san. “Today’s
Marines can speak at least some
Japanese — like ‘arigato’ or ‘sayonara’ —
and it seems like they’re trying more to
learn the language. So when I cut their
hair we can at least have little talks.
But in the old times, Marines didn’t
know any. They knew one or two words,
but today’s Marines are better with
Japanese. And I'm better with English as
well, so I can communicate much better
with service members.”
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Shigemura and Mr. and Mrs. Murakami
have stated they plan to work to the day
they retire and probably beyond.
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“I don’t know when I'll stop,” said
Shigemura. “But I'll continue to work
here as long as I'm physically able.”
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So long as the air station and the
Americans who live here provide a
respectful and humble environment,
people like these three veteran barbers
will have an opportunity to work in

a place they love, while providing an
invaluable service to their friends from
across the seas.
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Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Japan FA-195) .23
Public Affairs 141),VFA-1152VFA-19513F v
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The squadrons relocating to MCAS
Iwakuni include; Strike Fighter
Squadrons (VFA) 115 and 195, along with
Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 141.
Both VFA-115 and VFA-195 fly the F/A-
18E Super Hornet, while VAQ-141 flies
the EA-18G Growler, an airframe based
on the F/A-18F Super Hornet equipped
for electronic countermeasure missions.

ML RV RL—H Y 52 R TR
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The first jet squadrons from Carrier Air
Wing (CVW) 5 relocated from Naval Air
Facility (NAF) Atsugi to Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni Nov. 28 after the
conclusion of the Ronald Reagan Carrier
Strike Group (CSG) 5 patrol.

e o
118288, $1158RIBEEREK (VFA-115), $51958ERITEEREK (VFA-195). 5141 EF SR (VAQ-141) HEEEMICTIEL T8,
BRISTREDLLICRIFEIRDF, 5EE V3777 L JhR
A young girl runs to greet her family after the arrival of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 115, VFA-195 and Electronic Attack
Squadron (VAQ) 141 to Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 28, 2017. Photo by Cpl. Joseph Abrego
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An EA-18G Growler with Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 141 lands at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Nov. 28,
2017. The relocation of CVW-5 from NAF Atsugi to MCAS Iwakuni fulfills the final Defense Policy Review Initiative objective.
Photo by Sgt. Donato Maffin
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"The arrival o
squadrons to Iw
important step

forward in the
phased relocation
of Carrier Air Wing 5," said Navy Capt.
Michael Wosje, commander, Carrier

Air Wing 5. "Today represents years of
hard work and coordination between
the U.S. and Japanese governments and
we are looking forward to enjoying the

hospitality and building new friendships

with our Iwakuni hosts."
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Carrier Airborne Early Warning
Squadron (VAW) 125, which flies the
E-2D arrived in February 2017.
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"I would like to welcome Captain Wosje
and his entire CVW-5 team to their new
home here at MCAS Iwakuni," said
U.S. Marine Corps Col. Rick Fuerst,
commanding officer of Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni. "The arrival of these
initial Japan-based elements moves us
ever closer to the culmination of years
of planning and preparation here under
the Defense Policy Review Initiative.
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At the completion of the DPRI proce
MCAS Iwakuni will have undergone a 7°
percent physical transformation which

includes the Iwakuni Runway Relocatio Photo by Cpl. Joseph Abrego

project, new schools, commissary, Marine
Corps Exchange, family and bachelor
housing, hangars, gym, child-care center,
theater, administrative buildings, and
gas station. These improvements were

led by the DPRI program
team in close coordination
with the regional defense
bureau, CSDB, and primarily

funded by the Government of Japan to
enable U.S. forces to fulfill obligations
under the Treaty of Mutual Security
and Cooperation.
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These moves are in

accordance with the
Navy's strategic vision
for the Asia-Pacific
in which the
most advanced and
capable units are forward deployed
in order to support the United States'
commitment to the defense of Japan and
the security and stability
of the region.
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~| U.S. Navy Capt. Michael S. Wosje, commanding officer of Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, greets his family upon arrival at Marine

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.mil/
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Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 28, 2017. Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 115, VFA-195 and Electronic Attack Squadron
(VAQ) 141 arrived at MCAS Iwakuni as part CVW-5's relocation from Naval Air Facility Atsugi, Japan.

1.'::_:*1""- R e = E " o= S -A‘..-"'-ib:" E
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An F/A-18E Super Hornet with Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 115 prepare to land at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,
Nov. 28, 2017. VFA-115 arrived at MCAS Iwakuni as part of Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5’s relocation from Naval Air Facility
Atsugi, Japan. Photo by Sgt. Donato Maffin
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F/A-18E Super Hornet aircraft with Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 195 sit outside their hangar at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 28, 2017. VFA-195 arrived at MCAS Iwakuni as part of Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5’s relocation from Naval
Air Facility (NAF) Atsugi, Japan. Photo by Cpl. Joseph Abrego
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Service members volunteer, make difference in community
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Stephen Campbell

FLN ik A9 H 15H, 2o 7)L=)
E VIG5 L (SMP) DART VT4 TIC
SN, B IV SR iR D you-fa TE
BRI =TI ERVARTI N R el L o3 P

Lz,

13

98158, Y XTIV TOG S LORF Y T4 T EH TN EEE BB, you-T. 820D
HEMEBT SIS E RS EEEMERE,

U.S. Marines and Sailors based out of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, dig a hole to
make a koi pond at You En, a special needs home in Hiroshima City, Sept. 15, 2017.

U.S. Marines and sailors based out

of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, participated in a Single Marine
Program volunteer event where they
helped landscape You En, a special needs
home, and interacted with students

from Toyama Junior High School in
Hiroshima City, Sept. 15, 2017.
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The event helped build relations between
the service members and the Japanese
community.

DTN Ol SR it T &, JE R
O LE LTz, (&GO, 1711
RS2 FE Bk (MWSS-17 1) o g i 2 fii

L. TAAV Y RV TV RE 2D,
I AR TH AR L — ISR ORI . U
wA— POz —HIc LT R LE L, )
“We went and helped out at a special
needs home and did some landscaping
there to help put together a project

for them,” said U.S. Marine Corps
Lance Cpl. Icelynn Holden, a motor
transport mechanic with Marine Wing
Support Squadron 171. “Then we went
to a middle school and got to play with
the kids. We were practicing English,
playing soccer and folding origami with
them.”
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Holden said she really loves people, and
she prefers making new friends through
events more than anything because it

is more memorable to socialize while
helping out the community.
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The landscaping at You En consisted

of service members digging holes for

a future garden and koi pond for the
residents to enjoy walking through and
watching it grow day-by-day.
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“This was the first time we went (to the
special needs home) so they were excited
and very pleased with the outcome,”
said Oana Ivanoff, the Marine Lounge
manager. “They were amazed with how
much our volunteer service members got
done so fast. We're trying to keep the
relationship and hopefully go back in
November to continue that project.”
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While visiting the school, the service
members were greeted by students and
sat in a circle learning about each other
while helping the students practice their
English.
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After the greetings, the students and
service members participated in a soccer
game before folding origami cranes in a
classroom.
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“Japanese people are extremely nice,

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

so willing to do things with you and
are very patient,” said Holden. “They
are just entirely different people than
Americans, so it’s great to learn about
their culture and teach them things
about you. It was a great bonding
experience.”

ikt 2% 6§ % 8T > T4 TGN )
LIz WRELT R To 7B H B
DWTHERT BTN TE £z, HADHE
BRI OVTERS LN TES,
Overall, their day of helping out the
community was a success. In the end,
the volunteers learned more about
themselves and the community they
share a part in.
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“The whole Marine concept is that

you need to be a warrior, strong and
dedicated, but you also need to be a
decent human being, so going out and
doing stuff with the community brings
out the humanity in Marines,” said
Holden. “It encourages people and also
reminds them that there are people out
there that depend on them, and makes
them really want to protect what they’'ve
earned.”
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U.S. Marines and Sailors based out of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, pose for a
picture with students from Toyama Junior High School during their Single Marine Program

L

event in Hir

City, Sept. 15, 2017.
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US Ambassador to Japan makes first visit to

e N ey PVt 31t
Story by: Sgt. Donato Maffin
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Ambassador William Hagerty, U.S.
ambassador to Japan, visited Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni and Iwakuni
City, Japan, officially for the first time,
Nov. 30, 2017.
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Hagerty visited MCAS Iwakuni to better
understand the transformation of the
installation resulting from the many
construction projects driven by the
Defense Policy Review Initiative.
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The ambassador started his visit at the
air traffic control tower for a panoramic
view of what the progress of significant

construction project looks like from above.
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~ MCAS Iwakuni, lwakuni City
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.« Ambassador William Hagerty, left, U.S. ambassador to Japan, a Boy Scout from Troop 77, a Boy Scout from Troop 1 and
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Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni City, Japan, pose for a photo after symbolically planting a dogwood tree at Iwakuni

City, Japan, Nov. 30, 2017. Photo by Sgt. Donato Maffin
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Next, Hagerty visited with Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force Air Rescue
Squadron 71 personnel at their hangar
and toured inside a US-2 Search and
Rescue Amphibian aircraft to better
understand their role as part of the air
station.
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“I want to extend my heartfelt
appreciation to our U.S. military as well
as the Japan Self-Defense Force of whom
I met today,” said Hagerty. “They stand
every day at the ready to defend this
country, this region and our people.”
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He then met Marines with Marine Aerial
Refueler Transport Squadron (VMGR)
152 and toured the squadron’s hangar,
gaining insight on the capabilities of

the squadron in the Pacific area of
responsibility and spoke to the Marines
on their efforts in developing a positive
relationship between Japan and the U.S.
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“I want you to know that from the
bottom of my heart; I appreciate what
you do — the sacrifices you make each

and every day,” said Hagerty. “I also
appreciate the job that you do as
ambassadors yourselves here in Japan.
I know each of you make contributions
in the local community, whether it be
helping somebody whose car got stuck
in the mud at a Formula One race or
what you do for the local schools here. I
very much appreciate that, and I want
you to know that it has influence well
beyond the immediate here and it also
makes it possible for us to achieve larger
and more diplomatic objectives that are
critically important.”
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Afterward, Hagerty was accompanied

by Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni
City, during a visit to Kizuna Stadium,
where they played a short game of catch
in the outfield and ceremonially planted
Dogwood trees outside the stadium.
Proceeding the planting, Hagerty made
a speech to the members of the press
expressing his gratitude.
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“It is my great pleasure meeting

Mayor Fukuda today, discussing with
him the many great things that our
people do together here,” said Hagerty.
“This stadium is a testament to our
friendship and to our bonds. It was a
great honor for me to be here today to
plant a Dogwood from my home state,
right here, in your home. I also have

the greatest respect for the people of
Iwakuni, who are our great friends and
allies in this effort. I feel the wonderful
bonds between the citizens of Iwakuni
and our Marine forces here in the area.
I look forward to visiting again, and I
want to thank Mayor Fukuda for the
hospitality and friendship that he has
shown today.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F. Fuerst, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, gives a window
tour of the air station from the air traffic control tower to Ambassador William Hagerty, U.S. ambassador to Japan, at MCAS
Iwakuni, Nov. 30, 2017. Photo by Cpl. Joseph Abrego
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Ambassador William Hagerty, U.S. amb dor to Japan, speaks to U.S. Marines with Marine Aerial Refueler Transport
Squadron (VMGR) 152 at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 30, 2017. Photo by Cpl. Joseph Abrego
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Ambassador William Hagerty, left, U.S. dor to Japan, speaks to a Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force officer during a
tour of a JMSDF US-2 aircraft at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 30, 2017. Photo Lance Cpl. Stephen Campbell
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US, Japanese locals gather for Halloween Carnival

BRI AV -nfRE
Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Mason Roy
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
service members and their families
gathered with Japanese locals for a
Halloween Carnival in Iwakuni City,
Japan, Oct. 21, 2017.
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The event was an outreach initiative
jointly sponsored by the Japanese
American Society Iwakuni and Iwakuni
City to enhance the U.S.—Japan
friendship at a local level.
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JAS Iwakuni and Iwakuni City wanted
to bring the American-style Halloween
Carnival to the community of Iwakuni
City so that the Japanese locals could
experience this event.
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“JAS Iwakuni believes that actively
hosting bilateral events off base will
eventually draw more community

l
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A child receives candy from a volunteer during a Hall
Society Iwakuni and Iwakuni City ted to bring the

so that the Japanese locals could experience this evel

members and base personnel to interact
and set a solid foundation for the U.S. —
Japan friendship,” said Bobby Shibazaki,
JAS president. “The Halloween Carnival
sets the precedence for future events
that will encourage the local community
and businesses to take an active part
and subsequently improve the local
economy.”
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This is the first time that the JAS has
collaborated with Iwakuni City to host
an event. JAS Iwakuni and the Iwakuni
City spent six months working together
to execute the joint Halloween Carnival.
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Adults and children alike from both
communities dressed up in their favorite
costumes, trick-or-treated, played games,
listened to popular Halloween music,
carved pumpkins and more.
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“I really enjoy the opportunity to share
my childhood traditions with my friends
and Japanese locals,” said Julie Pace, an
educational chairman with the Japanese
American Society.
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Pace said her favorite part was getting to
see all the children enjoying themselves
and playing with others.
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“I loved to see all the children smiling;
it was the most adorable thing ever,”
said Pace. “It was good to watch all of
the children running around in their
costumes.”
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Shibazaki described the event as a
success and attributed it to the work and
efforts put forth by the Japanese and
American volunteers from JAS Iwakuni,
MCAS Iwakuni and Iwakuni City.
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“I want to thank the volunteers because
it was them who made the Halloween
Carnival a successful, bilateral event,”
said Shibazaki. JAS Iwakuni marked its
60th anniversary in 2017 and continues
to be a bridge for the U.S.—Japan
friendship in Iwakuni.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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A ciﬁd colors her trick-or-treat bag during a Halloween Carnival in Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 21, 201

ans and Japanese to share cultural values and become acquainted with one another.
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A Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni resident shows a Japanese child |_&0!l to carve a pumpkin durin: loween Ca
Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 21, 2017. . F
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Active Shield tests mission readiness between American, Japanese forces
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Story by: Cpl. Gabriela Garcia-Herrera
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U.S. Marines conducted joint training

with Japan Ground Self-Defense Force

soldiers during exercise Active Shield

at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,

Japan, Oct. 17-18, 2017.
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The exercise helped the station stay
mission ready by simulating real-world
scenarios that helped them identify and
react to potential security risks.
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“Active Shield is a bilateral, multi-day
exercise we conduct with the JGSDEF,”
said U.S. Marine Corps 1st Lt. Matthew
Brattain, the deputy provost marshal
with Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron. “This year we spread out to
multiple installations within the base
cluster, going to several (areas) north of
here to conduct security support for the
10th Regional Support Group and Army
organizations.”
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The exercise built cohesion between
JGSDF and Marines by bringing them
together to collaborate and respond to
each situation as one unit.
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a simulated casualty during a chemical ex|
of exercise Active Shield at Marine C
Japan, Oct. 17, 2017. Photoiillu
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Station operations, the Provost
Marshal’s Office, Security Augmentation
Forces, the station fire departments and
hazardous materials response team,
Explosive Ordinance Disposal, Marine
Wing Support Squadron 171 and Combat
Logistics Company 36 worked with the
JGSDF 13th Brigade 46th Regiment
military police and Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force Guard Section Observe to
make this year’s exercise successful.
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“This gives us an opportunity to work
together to exercise bilateral-base
defense,” said Brattain. “It’s about
tackling the problem jointly.”
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Brattain also said Active Shield allowed
each side to evaluate what each
individual and unit brought to the table.
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Scenarios were conducted throughout the
base, some happening simultaneously, to
see how Marines and JGSDF personnel
would react.
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“Communication is the number one
thing,” said U.S. Marine Corps Cpl.
William Nuche, a military policeman
with H&HS. “It can be the deciding
factor when there’s so much going on
around you. If one person is doing

one thing and someone else is doing
something completely different, and
they’re not on the same page then we
can’t support each other properly or have
a smooth operation.”
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Brattain says the most important thing
to take away from Active Shield is to
believe that even the smallest things on
a day-to-day basis are important.
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“Everything you do matters,” said
Brattain. “Your sentry duty, a normal
fence line check or a perimeter check
matters. When we go into a heightened-
security posture like this, all of our
actions are magnified. The threat is
magnified. When we start ramping up in
force-protection conditions like this, the
small stuff is what matters.”
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Firefighters from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Fire Station One
wear hazardous materials suits inside the location of a chemical exposure
drill for protection and pull a wagon with a cleaning substance to neutralize
the HAZMAT as part of exercise Active Shield at MCAS Iwakuni, Oct. 18, 2017.
Photo by Lance Cpl. Stephen Campbell
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U.S. Marines and a Japan Ground Se ree Soldier work to ; J

reported in restricted .I as part of exercise Ac ve Shield at M

Photo by Lance Cpl. Stephen Campbell Fea

imulated suspects who were
kum,laJ , Oct. 18, 2017
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U.S. Marines and firefighters from Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni and Japan Ground Self-Defense Force soldiers attend
an after-action report to discuss performance during a chemical exposure drill as part of exercise Active Shield at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 18, 2017. Photo by Lance Cpl. Stephen Campbell
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Q1. Why did you join to the U.S. Marine Corps?

A1l.1wanted something more for myself than what | was doing.
Before | was a Marine, | worked an hourly position at a local gun
shop. It wasn't really a fulfilling position and there was no room
for advancement. | thought that the Marines would make me into
a better version of myself and could allow me to do something
good in this world.

Q2. BHFITOVLTEI P LBELBATIE,
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Q2. Please describe your job in more detail.

A2.1am currently the ISP (inside plant) Chief at station telephone.
We program and maintain most of the station's telephones on
base. We program the numbers and where they are going to go.
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Q3. Do you have any difficult and favorite parts to your job?
A3.The job is not extremely difficult but requires a lot of technical
skills that | enjoy. | really enjoy the networking side of this job,
such as how all the pieces of our telephone network (switches,
routers, etc.) all fitin and work together is fascinating.

Q4. BFARITEICHENDDIBFRISHYETH?
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Q4. Where in the U.S. or in your hometown would you
recommend Japanese tourists visit?

A4. There is a huge amount of local culture unique to Texas. |
would recommend seeing the sites where we fought for our
independence from Mexico. The Alamo and the San Jacinto
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Origin: Katy, Texas

Telephone systems & personal computer repair

monument to name a couple.
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Q5. What is your favorite American food?

A5. It is barbecue brisket. Texas is known for its BBQ. Most people
in Texas | know have a smoker or something like that. The best
restaurants you'll find are small with no name, hole-in-the-wall
types where everyone is treated like family.

Q6. HFT—BIFELILEATIH?
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Q6. What do you love most about Japan?

A6. | enjoy the culture of Japan. Just the way people act and treat

each other seems better than most Americans | have met. They

all seem very genuine and decent.

Q7. AR T—E/BEW-ZERATTH?
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Q7. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A7.1 expected everything to be very high tech and advanced, but
Iwakuni seems almost like any small town back home.

Q8. bl FHHMA TN EIEBIVETH?
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Q8. What else would you like to say?

A8.The Japanese people have treated me with dignity and
respect, and that's something | can’t say about everywhere else
in the U.S. I've been to California, New Mexico and Florida, and
they are generally good people there, but most of them would
rather not interact with you. The Japanese seem to genuinely
care about other people.

Q1. BREICABL-EBREHATIIEL,
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Q1. Why did you join to the U.S. Marine Corps?

A1.lwanted to challenge myself in something that was bigger
than me. In addition, | also wanted to work in the food service
industry.

Q2. (TETELWERLSBIE, FHLWERLAIEIZATTH?
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fe&EETT,

Q2. Do you have any difficult and favorite parts to your job?
A2. The difficult part of this job is putting out a product that I'm
proud of. My favorite part of the job is when people compliment
my work.

Q3. BREBICESTWED oS, MELTVRERVETH?
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Q3. What would you do now if you were not a Marine?

A3.If  was not a Marine, | would probably be pursuing my dream
of becoming a chef. | would be in Chicago attending culinary
school.

Q4. BFTTNDO SEHERLIWLILIIBYETH?
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Q4. What do you hope to experience in Japan?

A4.1would like to go to Tokyo for New Years. It looks like a nice
city. There are lots of people and lots of things to do and that's
what I'm looking forward to.

Q5. BARARITEICH ENDDIBPRIZHIE T H?
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INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE

Q5. Where in the U.S. or in your hometown would you
recommend Japanese tourists visit?

A5.1live between Fort Worth and Dallas, so | definitely
recommend visiting both art districts in each city. We have
wonderful art collections and beautiful symphony orchestras. In
Fort Worth, there’s the Stockyards where you can see cowboys
and watch a rodeo.

Q6. —BIFELTAVADORIE £2ldB 1 <AD%kIEHVETH?
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Q6. What is your favorite American food or something your
mother used to make for you?

A6. | miss her beef-shank soup, fideo (a tomato noodle soup)

and her refried beans. Being a cook, | know her recipes, but it just
tastes better when she makes her own food.

Q7. AR T—BIFELILIXATTH?
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Q7. What do you love most about Japan?

A7.1love that the people here are very kind and courteous. The
MLCs (Japanese employees) | work with are always inviting me to
play badminton or go eat with them.

Q8. HET—E/EE W LIZF[AITTH?
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Q8. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A8. It surprised me to see how thoughtful some things are
thought out. | really love the taxis with automatic doors and the
vending machines with heated drinks.

Q9. HETIhDSHERL W EIEHYETH?
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Fle ADERERNCEBMLTH VLT,

Q9. What do you want to experience in Japan?

A9. I hope to explore Kyoto on my own before leave. I've always
wanted to visit the castles and temples. | want to experience an
authentic tea ceremony as well.

TV N—H AL
Cpl. Erika Vargas
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Job:  Food service specialist
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Photo by Cpl. Gabriela Garcia-Herrera
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Breaking language barriers, building bonds

a7 TR
Story by: Lance Cpl. Muriah King
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
residents and Japanese locals
participated in the 56th Annual
Japanese and English Speech Contest in
Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 19, 2017.
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The Japanese American Society Iwakuni
held the event at the Sinfonia Iwakuni
Concert Hall to help strengthen the U.S.
— Japan friendship.
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Japanese participants performed
speeches in English while American
participants performed theirs in
Japanese. Contestants were judged on
the content of their speeches as well

as articulation, enunciation and stage
presence.
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“It’s awesome to see the work and
dedication everyone put in,” said U.S.
Marine Corps Capt. Jamison Williams,
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a supply officer with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron. “They really
thought about what they wanted to say
to send their messages out.”
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The contest brought students as young
as first grade to compete, and 85 of 94
contestants were children in grades 1-12.
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Williams said starting young gets them
exposed faster, and it’s going to pave a
road for them in the future.
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Contestants dedicated time to study a
different language and bond with others
whose culture is much different from
their own.
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“Learning each other’s languages help
bridge many of the gaps that have been
created by misunderstanding,” said
Katharine Corbin-Rusnok, the second-
place winner of the advanced portion

of the contest. “Together we can help
overcome misconceptions.”
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Chiba Toya, a third-grade student from Shanan Municipal
Tokuyama Elementary School, performs his speech “Origami”
in English during the 56th A I Jay and English
Speech Contest at Sinfonia lwakuni Concert Hall in Iwakuni
City, Japan, Nov. 19, 2017. Photo by Sgt. Chase Tillet
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U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Eliot V. Rasmussen, left, receives a
first-place award for the adult Japanese speeches division
from Bobby Shibazaki, the Japanese American Society
president, during the 56th Annual Japanese and English
Speech at Sinfonia Iwakuni Concert Hall in lwakuni City,
Japan, Nov. 19, 2017. Photo by Lance Cpl. Muriah King
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Contestants, judges and distinguished
guests pose for a picture during the 56th
Annual Japanese and English Speech
Contest at Sinfonia Iwakuni Concert Hall in
Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 19, 2017.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Muriah King



